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In  every,  iostance  of  fracture,  the  solution  of  continuity  in  the 
booe  iM  accompanied  by  more  or  less  laceration  of  the  contiguous 
foA  parts.  As  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  rupture  of  the 
▼easels,  blood  is  effused,  producing  the  swelling  and  ccchymosis 
obeenrabie  on  these  occasions.  When  the  injury  docs  not  extend 
to  the  abaolota>cxtinction  of  life  in  the  part,  a  series  of  phenomena 
coDnected  with  the  process  of  restoration  is  soon  established ;  and 
nhhough  the  operations,  by  which  nature  is  enabled  to  restore 
the  integrity  of  parts  that  have  been  injured,  are  in  a  great  mea- 
sure concealed,  enough,  however,  has  been  revealed,  by  obser- 
yatiou  and  experiment,  to  excite  our  interest  and  attention. 

The  first  circumstance  that  hiis  been  noticed,  is  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Ciipillaries ;  and  with  this  increase  of  diameter  are 
astiociated  new  and  important  powers,  on  which  essentially  de« 
pends  the  re-union  of  parts  whose  connexion  has  been  dissolved. 
These  vessels  pour  out  a  portion  of  their  contents,  which  imme- 
diately, or  very  soon,  assumes  the  concrete  form;  resembling,  in 
all  its  sensible  properties,  the  huffy  coat  so  often  observed  on  the 
surface  of  blooil  that  has  hvvu  drawn  iVom  the  body  ,  and  consisting 
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of  fibrinn,  in  wh'icli  is  eiiliinglei!  a  9(111  larger  proportion 
nini,  or  liquid  nlbiimen.  The  cellular  lexlore  loic?  its  power 
of  being  sepamletl  into  liimella',  anj  llie  soft  pnrls  are  iinilcil,  in  a 
close,  firm  manner,  round  Ihe  place  of  fraclure.  These  pbenomena 
comrnence  at  an  early  period:  ihey  have  been  observed  even  as 
eiirlj'  as  the  sislh  hour,  and  are  generally  completed  within  Ihe 
first  forty-eight  hours,  when  the  parts  are  in  llie  state  of  greatest 
tumefaction.  After  this  period,  the  blood  which  bad  been  effused 
is  gradually  absorbed,  and  the  colour  which  it  had  imparled  pro- 
porlionably  disappears.  This  change  takes  place  more  or  less 
rapidly,  according  to  (he  quantity  of  blood  effused,  and  to  Ihe  ac- 
tivity of  the  absorbents.  In  a  case  of  fractured  (ibia  lately  under 
my  rare,  the  discoloration  ivas  discernible  in  the  injured  limb 
until  llic  close  of  the  sixth  week.  But,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, it  vanishes  in  a  much  shorter  time.  By  the  presence  of  the 
fibrine,  which  is  now  perfectly  solid,  the  cellular  texture  acquires 
a  degree  of  induration,  that  extends  between  Ihe  fasciculi  of  mus- 
cular [ibres.  In  this  state,  neither  the  Individual  oi^anlKatlon,  nor 
even  the  nature  of  ihe  several  parts  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  fracture,  can  be  distinguished.  If  examined  in  the  field  of  a 
magnifying  glass,  Ihe  parts  appear  highly  vascular,  ami  Ihe  inter- 
stices observed  in  this  net-work  of  vessels  give  to  the  part  n  mot- 
tled appearance;  a  circumstance,  that,  on  many  occasions,  has 
been  distinctly  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 

Occasionally,  some  of  the  muscular  libres  are  lacerated,  and  gel 
entangled  between  the  fractured  extremities  of  Ihe  bones.  In- 
volved in  coagulated  Hood,  bruised  and  deprived  of  their  due 
supplies  from  Ihe  circulation,  these  portions  of  the  muscles  be- 
come absorbed;  and  eventually  not  the  slightest  vestige  can  he 
discovered.  The  blood  poured  out  in  consequence  of  the  rupture 
of  Ihe  vessels,  insinuales  itself  into  the  inlerslices  between  Ihe 
fasciculi  of  muscular  fibres;  and  the  vessels  distributed  for  the 
nutriment  of  these  parts,  are  enlarged  and  greatly  distended  with 
blood.  The  muscles,  especially  those  which  pass  immedl^ilely 
over  the  fraclure,  being  surrounded  by  Ihe  indurated  cellular 
texture,  often  acquire,  though  seldom  before  the  tenth  day,  a 
remarkable  degree  of  consistence,  and  a  wbilish-gray  colour. 
This  is  to  be  asrribed  to  the  yet  unorganised  librine,  which  we 
have  stated  lu  be  poured  out  at  an  early  period  after  the  injury 
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has  been  inflicted.  They  retain  this  appearance  as  long  as  the 
indurated  copdition  of  the  cellular  texture  continues.  The  parts 
thiis  become  stiff;  and,  the  muscles  being  rendered  incapable  of 
violent  contractions,  the  fragments  are  less  likely  to  be  disturbed 
from  the  position  in  which  they  have  been  placed;  whence  may 
be  drawn  the  practical  advantage,  of  adjusting  the  limb  and  bring- 
ing the  fragments  into  exact  apposition,  at  an  early  period  and 
before  the  fibrine  is  secreted. 

Those  who  have  experimented  on  the  subject,  have  observed, 
that,  from  the  fourth  day,  some  of  the  muscles  which  passed  over 
or  were  inserted  near  to  the  fracture,  had  become  paler  and 
denser  than  those  that  were  more  remote;  that,  on  the  sixth  day, 
(he  muscular  fibres  nearest  to  the  fracture,  resembled  very  much, 
io  colour  and  consistence,  the  indurated  cellular  membrane,  with 
which  they  were  in  fact  almost  confounded;  and,  lastly,  that  a  very 
Mnsible  alteration  in  this  condition  of  the  parts  was  discernible 
U:tween  the  tenth  and  seventeenth  days. 

The  periosteum,  which  closely  invests  the  bones,  necessarily 
giveaway  at  the  time  when  these  are  broken ;  and  the  rupture  of 
this  mcrobrane  corresponds  with  the  pli^ce  of  fracture.  If  the 
extremities  of  the  fractured  bones  ride  or  overlap  one  another, 
the  periosteum  is  bruised  where  these  are  in  contact:  the  injury 
which  the  membrane  thus  sustains,  occasions  its  destruction 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the  surface  where  the  bones  overlap. 
According  to  Bhrs<;iirt,  this  denudation  of  the  bones  is  often  cifect- 
cd  in  a  day,  or  even  a  few  hours.  The  divided  edges  of  the  pe- 
riosteum contract  adhesions  with  the  surrounding  soft  parts;  and, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fracture,  this  membrane  soon  acquires  a 
dtreper  colour,  and  may  be  very  easily  separated  from  the  bone 
whiTC  there  is  no  tendinous  or  aponeurotic  insertion. 

The  periosteum  now  acquires  a  high  degree  of  vascularity,  be- 
comes swollen  and  indurated ;  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
fracture  the  tMckness  equals  nearly  two-thirds  of  a  line.  In  this 
stale  it  adheres  to  the  muscles  and  other  soft  p;irt^,  by  means  of  the 
cellular  membrane,  thickened  and  loaded  with  fibrino,  from  which 
it  can  with  ditliculty  be  distinguished.  It  has  likewise  formed 
\rry  lirni  ailhenions,  connected  with  the  fracturcii  oxlremitieg; 
aiitl  is  even  continued  into  the  cartilaginous  inequalilics  surround- 
ni:;   (hose   cxtieuiilies,  and   projecting    b('}()nd   thcii   level.     In 
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sepanillng  ihe  periosteum,  we  leat  awaj)  the  subslance  inlerp« 
between  the  exiremitiesor  the  Traclure.  It  ia  (his  sutislaoce  wliiclt 
we  shall  have  occasion  more  fully  lo  notice,  as  furmiog  the  oidiu 
for  the  futnre  callus. 

The  membrRne  secreting  nnil  constituting  the  involucrum  of 
the  marrow  is  likeiviae  rupturei!  with  the  bone,  and  Ihe  blood  is 
effused  from  Ihe  numerous  vessels  ilistributed  through  ita  substance. 
This  effused  blood,  if  considerable,  forms  u  congulum,  which  is 
Gontlnuoaa  with  the  medullR.  Tbe  softness  of  thiit  subatance,  nnd 
the  violence  inflicted  at  the  time  of  the  injury,  afford  a  ready  es- 
planatlon  of  the  ccchymosis  observed  in  Ihe  texture  of  Ihe  marrow, 
during  the  early  periods  succeeding  the  fracture.  This  traDsitioii 
from  the  nnlurul  slate,  is  marked  by  little  spots  of  eitruvasated 
blood,  thai  become  more  sparse  in  proporlion  as  the  distunce  frota 
(he  fracture  increases. 

From  the  lime  when  the  fracture  is  inflicted,  notil  the  fourth  day, 
the  colour  of  ihe  marrow  is  of  a  brownish  purple  hue,  owing  to 
Ihe  presence  of  the  cxiravasaled  blood:  it  then  changes  to  a 
brighter  red,  as  the  extravasated  blood  is  ab.'^orbed,  and  the  nume- 
rous vessels  have  acquired  a  greater  capacity,  and  now  carry  red 
blood,  in  consequence  of  the  inllammalion  which  has  been  esta- 
blished. 

The  medullary  canal  is  diminished  in  its  calibre,  by  tbe  presence 
of  a  reddish,  fleshy  substance,  conlinuoua  with  the  bone,  denser, 
and  more  Urmly  adhering  lo  the  edges  of  the  fractnre :  in  Ihe 
further  progress  this  substance  becomes  cartilaginous,  and  then 

A^  iiral,  the  surfaces  of  Ihe  fractured  cxtremilies  have  a  slight 
covering  of  coagulated  blood.  On  the  second  day,  in  addition  lo 
this  substance,  a  ropy  and  slightly  viscous  matter  may  be  observed, 
tn  very  small  qannttty,  extended  over  Ihe  surface  of  Ihe  fracture, 
and  cementing  Ihem  together.  On  Ihe  fourth  day,  this  substance 
is  accnmulaled  in  larger  quantity,  and  exhibits  uneijuivocal  signs 
of  organiKalion.  From  Ihc  tenth  lo  Ihe  fourleenlh  day,  Ihe  reti- 
cular character  of  the  substance  interposed  between  the  two  sur- 
faces of  the  fracture  becomes  more  evident.  U  is  stated  to  be 
more  abundant,  more  consistent,  mors  tenacious,  though,  less  red 
in  colour,  over  the  medullary  canal. 

The  soil  parts  ihus  blended  together,  near  the  Iracloce,  form 
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a  Uad  of  knob  or  protuberance,  io  which  the  broken  ends  of  tb^ 
feoaei  are  confined,  and,  as  it  were,  buried.  This  swelling  or 
tOBOiir  is  not,  at  first,  distinctly  limited,  nor  is  it  rendered  so  until 
the  close  of  the  third  or  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  week,  when 
a  gpradoal  absorption  in  the  cellular  texture  takes  place,  proceed- 
ing from  without  inwards ;  and  it  is  then  confined  to  the  fracture, 
constituting  the  tumour  of  the  callus,,  and  insulating  the  fracture. 
From  this  period  it  is  no  longer  confounded  with  the  surrounding 
parts :  the  muscles,  however,  are  observed  to  retain  their  adhe- 
tioQs.  Before  the  twentieth  day,  the  muscles  and  their  fasciae, 
that  pass  directly  ove^  the  fracture,  are  never  separated  from 
the  cailus  by  means  of  a  properly  organized  cellular  texture. 
The  tendons  are  sometimes  lodged,  for  a  certain  extent,  in  a  kind 
of  canal,  which  embraces  them  on  every  side,  and  in  which  they 
are  capable  of  moving. .  In  other  instances,  they  run  in  grooves 
Ml  tlie  surface  of  the  callus. 

BaBtcmr  describes  the  callus  as  a  solid  mass,  into  the  compo- 
sition of  which,  independently  of  the  osseous  fragments,  there 
enter  two  principal  textures,  distinguished  by  their  colour  and 
conristeoce.  The  one  is  exterior,  more  or  less  white,  very  firm, 
and  closely  resembling  a  fibrous  or  fibro-cartilaginous  substance, 
without,  however,  presenting  any  red  fibres,  but  in  which  can  be 
readily  distinguished  parts  purely  cartilaginous.  This  substance, 
covering  the  fracture,  and  extending  to  a  certain  distance  beyond 
it,  generally  exhibits,  at  this  period,  in  the  parts  most  remote  from 
the  fracture,  the  hardness  and  other  charactevs  of  bone. 

The  second  principal  texture  is  described  by  him,  as  situated 
under  the  first  or  towards  the  centre  of  the  tumour,  is  red,  or  ap- 
proaching to  a  violet  colour,  according  to  the  light  in  which  it  is 
▼Jewed:  it  is  soft  and  easily  torn,  spreading  over  the  surface  of 
each  fragment,  and  so  closely  applied  to  the  centre  of  each  of 
these  snrbces,  that  it  is  impossible  to  denude  completely  this 
pert  of  the  bone. 

The  substance  which  was  noticed  as  occupying  the  medullary 
canal,  gradually  increases  in  quantity  until  the  canal  is  entirely 
obliterated.  In  the  further  progress,  this  substance  acquires  the 
character  and  consistence  of  bone,  after  havini^  passed  rapidly 
through  the  cartilaginous  state.  It  therefore  variee  in  appear- 
ance, according  to  the  period  in  which  the  examination  is  made 
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Sbmclimes  il  is  cxlr^mely  compnci;  bhiI  when  the  relicula 
r.nncetUled  lextuie  commences,  it  is  «eca  tnosl  ilislincUj'  tow.-irdE 
the  HiMnt  entremity  of  the  fracture.  It  is  oi'  a  reddish  colour, 
parlicularlj  when  the  cnncclla;  can  be  ohserved. 

The  oBBilicalion  ol'  Ihe  callus  commences  at  the  eitrcmtlies, 
exlentb  progressively  towanls  Ihe'  fracture,  and  IJnnlly  pervades 
the  whole  tumour.  This  process  commences  about  the  fourlh 
week;  but  the  )>erioi)  when  the  callus  is  completely  osailjed  h 
e  X  (reme  ly*  van  able. 

The  continual  transition  of  the  red  iotermeJIate  subslnnce  into 
tibro-carlilnginous  malter,'and  of  this  ng;aln  Into  cartilage  anil  bone, 
proceeds  more  or  less  rapidly,  according  to  Ihe  coiislilutioii  of  the 
individual,  and  the  peculiar  circumstance.^  of  the  case. 

The  (liminulioD  of  Ihe  cnllua,  as  well  na  Ihe  onsiticalion  of  U^ 
substances,  appears  earlier  in  the  medullary  canal  than  in  o'ther 
parts  of  the  lumoiir:  for  flie  complete  disiippearaoce  of  the  new 
osseous  substance  which  had  filled  up  the  medullary  cavity,  and 
the  restoralioti  of  that  cavity  to  its  full  extent,  are  phcnometui 
which  occur  loog  before  there  is  any  visible  diminution  of  the 

As  soon  as  the  substance  which  causes  the  obliteration  of  the 
medullary  canal  hns  attained  the  consistence  qf  bone,  it  becomes 
more  or  less  cancellated.  .  The  cnncells  are  at  first  very  mnall; 
they  aulnecjuently  enlarge,  and  coalesce,  Ibe  partitions  seporaliiii; 
them  being  gradually  al)»<orbed,  and  the  whole  substance  is  con- 
verted into  a  complete  bony  network ;  which,  however,  soon  dis- 
appears, aud  all  traces  of  the  osaificaliou  of  the  medullary  can.il 
vanish. 

In  that  portion  of  the  callus  which  is  lo  constitute  the  mure 
permanent  bond  of  union,  Ihe  cells  are  developed  in  proportion  as 
the  bony  points  unite  to  form  the  centres  of  ossilicalion.  Aud  ta 
these  cells  enlarge,  and  become  less  numerous,  there  is  formed  a 
compact  osseous  lamtnii,  which  increases  in  thickness  with  the 
gradual  diminution  of  the  tumour. 

Through  some  defect  or  interruption  in  the  process,  it  occasiun- 
■lly  happens,  that  a  perfect  osseous  union  is  not  efl'ecled,  and  the 
bones  admit  of  more  or  less  motion,  cuitstituling  what  h:is  been 
I  u  false  or  pretcmalural  joint.  In  all  the  njoveahle 
appBtliUuing  to  the  higher  order  ol  uniiu.ilb-,  v»f  liud 
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tke  extremities  of  the  bones  possessed  of  a  smooth,  polished  cover- 
ini^ef  cartilage,  and  the  opposing  surface  lubricated  with  synovia, 
enclosed  hi  a  regular  capsule.  There  are  not  wanting  many 
writers  of  eminence,  who  have  descril>ed,  I  believe,  rather  froili 
•pecolation  than  from  actual  observation,  these  preternatural 
jeintii  as  possessing  all  the  characters  of  the  moveable  articulatidns. 
But,  in  support  of  such  doctrine,  1  know  of  no  record  of  the  parts 
having  been  critically  examined,  so  as  to  demonstrate  the  fact. 
Mr.  S.  Cooper,  in  his  Surgical  Dictionary, 'a  work  replete  with 
Talitabk  mformation,  relating  to  the  pathology  and  treatment  of 
fractures,  states,  that  in  the  Hunterian  Museum  there  is  a  prepa- 
ratiOD  of  the  forearm,  where  the  resemblance  to  the  natural  ar- 
ticulation is  greater  than  what  Botcr  has  seen 'in  other  situations. 
But  this  expression  is  very  ambiguous,  und  does  notv:onvey  the 
positive  informatioD  which  the  subject  requires.  As  far  as  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  parts,  I  have  uniformly  found 
a  firm  ligamentous' substance,  extending  from  the  fractured  sur- 
faces, and  constituting  the  bond  of  union.  The  case  adduced  by 
Mr.  Cooper,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Earlc,  does  not  invalidate 
this  position :  it  iberely  affords  evidence  that  the  fragments  were 
removed  beyond  the  spheres  of  their  mutual  action,  and  that  no 
kind  of  union  took  place.  The  case  is  too  interesting  not  to  be 
noticed  here.  He  says,  ^^  I  have  seen  a  woman,  under  Sir  James 
FIarle,  in  the  above  hospital,  (St.  Bartholomew's)  whose  os  brachii 
did  not  unite  in  the  least,  though  it  had  been  broken  several 
months.  Every  attempt  to  move  the  bone  occasioned  excruciat- 
ing torture.  The  woman  died  of  some  illness  in  the  hospital ; 
and,  on  dissecting  the  arm,  the  cause  of  the  fracture  not  having 
united  was  found  to  arise  from  the  upper  sharp  pointed  extremity 
of  the  lower  portion  of  the  broken  bone  having  been  forcibly 
drawn  up  by  the  muscles  and  penetrated  the  substance  of  the 
biceps,  in  which  it  still  remained. ''  In  Mundy^s  case,  on  whom  I 
performed  the  operation  as  proposed  by  Mr.  White,  of  Manches- 
ter, the  figure  of  the  two  portions  of  the  os  humeri  might,  on  a 
superficial  examination,  have  been  considered  as  possessing  a  per- 
fect resemblance  to  a  natural  joint.  The  seat  of  the  fracture  was 
jiMt  below  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle ;  the  upper  portion 
was  forn>ed  into  a.Mngle  cone,  lodged  between  two  cones,  pro- 
jecting from  the  lower  portion,  corresponding  to  the  origin  o(  the 


hriichia^usiulcrniu,  TV  liich,nriiiiig  by  Iwoalipa  has  like  wise  received, 
not  inaj'lly,  Ibe  aamc  of.bicomis.  These  three  cooes,  when  de- 
{■rivcd  of  Ihe  dense,  lignmenlous  substance,  by  which  they  were 
remenled,  preseotcd  a  fuinl  rcscDiblBnce  to  a  ball  and  socket ;  and 
in  Ihe  separated  slate,  might  have  imposed  un  those  vvho  did  not 
critically  examine  the  ends  of  the  bone.  In  Ibe  majority  of  cMea 
there  has  been  Tound,  exlenjing  from  each  tragment,  a  substance, 
in  consistence  and  texture,  resembling  the  cartilage  interposed 
bettveen  the  bodies  of  the  verlebrx.  This  substance  being  flexi- 
ble, Ihe  degree  of  molion  observed  between  the  pieces  of  bone  is 
easily  explained ;  and  such  structure  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the 
history  given  of  Ihe  different  stages  of  the  process  for  the  re- 
union of  bones  that  have  been  broken,  and  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  known  operations  of  nalure  ;  whereas  the  doctnne  of 
a  complete  resemblance  of  these  false  joints  to  Ihe  natural  artir.u- 
lationa  would  imply  additional  powers,  and  Ihe  production  of  new 
parts,  of  which  we  have  no  example.  On  this  occasion  1  shall 
avail  myself,  in  confirmation  of  these  views,  of  the  authority  of 
BoTEH,  whose  expressions  on  Ihe  mechanism  of  these  joints  are, 
^^  J  have  never  found  in  their  structure,  any  thing  which  could  be 
compared  with  an  arlicu t alien ;  neither  capsular  ligament,  nor 
smooth  cartilaginous  surfaces.  On  the  contrary,  1  have  invariably 
found  in  the  false  joints  of  the  thigh  bone  and  humerus,  which  1 
have  bad  an  opportunity  of  dissecting,  a  fibrous,  ligamentous  sub- 
stance, extending  from  one  fragment  to  the  other ;  and  it  is  very 
probable  that,  with  some  modihcations,  it  is  the  same  with  all  the 
other  cases  which  I  have  not  seen." 

Having  endeavoured  to  ascertain  the  mechanism  which  prerails 
where  there  is  an  imperfect  consolidation  of  the  callus,  our  atten- 
tion will  very  properly  t>e  directed  to  (he  investigation  of  lh<: 
causes  of  this  failure.  The  funcliumt  of  particular  parts  are  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  hiialthy  condition  of  Ihe  whole  sys- 
I,  that  any  disturbance  of  the  general  health  must  have  con- 
siderable intluGucb  ou  the  process  by  which  the  union  of  fractures 
IS  to  be  accomplished.  Accordingly,  a  languid  and  inert  stale  has 
been  assigned  as  one  of  the  causes.  Us  operaliou  must  necessarily 
ho  temporary,  and  will  cease  in  proportion  as  the  lone  and  vigour 
1)1  the  body  are  restored,  This  bypothi^Ms  may  indeed  be  adiuit- 
ird  111  explanation  of  those  ■.ase!:  ut  fracture  whvrc  the  union  is 
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ABpeoded  for  a  time,  and  jet  becomes  perfectly  solid  when  the 
patieot  has  been  relieved  from  an  irksome  confinement,  and  al- 
lowed to  enjoy  the  invigorating  influence  of  air  and  exercise. 
These  .remarks  apply  equally  to  certain  morbid  conditions  of  the 
hady^'VB  syphilis,  scurvy,  &c.,  which  have  been  occasionally  ad* 
flai8A.to  explain  the  formation  of  an  imperfect  callns;  for  when 
sackidisorders  of  the  constitution  have  been  corrected,  the  bones 
Inve  been  observed  to  become  firmly  united. 

In  fnctares  which  have  occurred  in  pregpnant  females,  it  has 
been  remarked,  that  the  union  has  taken  place  very  slowly,  and, 
w  soBM  HMtances,  that  it  has  not  been  completed  until  after  par* 
toritioii.  The  operation  of  this  cause  is  necessarily  confined  to 
the  seZ)  and  is  even  in  them  extremely  partial. 
.  Wbcn  the  bones  have  been  broken,  the  coaptation  of  the  frag^ 
menta,  and  the  due  retention  of  them  in  a  slate  of  rest,  are  con* 
sidered  as  essentially  contributing  to  the  perfect  union.  The  pro* 
dvction  of  a  preternatural  joint  has,  therefore,  been^  by  many 
writers,  ascribed  to  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner,  or 
to  restlessnesB  m  the  patient.  But  in  cases  of  compound  fracture, 
the  treatmeol  generally  requires  that  the  limb  be  moved  every 
d»y^  and  the  relative  position  of  the  fragments  is,  consequently, 
more  frequently  disturbed  than  can  occur  in  the  treatment  of  simple 
fractures;  and  yet  an  imperfect  consolidation  of  the  callus  is  not  more 
common  in  fractures  of  the  first  description.  And  the  influence  of 
this  cause  cannot  be  admitted  in  those  cases  of  fracture,  as  of  the 
leg,  where  the  fibula  has  united,  while  in  the  tibia  the  union  has 
not  been  completed.  The  case  of  Peckup,  as  recorded  by  Mr. 
WiirrB,  is  illustrative  of  this  kind  of  irregularity  in  the  onion  of  the 
twobooes:  and  three  cases  of  the  same  kind  have  come  under 
my  notice,  one  of  which  1  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  in  a  sub* 
sequent  part  of  tliid  essay. 

This  review,  however  humiiiiting  the  reflection,  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  afford  any  one  precise  information  respecting  the  object 
of  our  inquiry.  13ut  the  improvement  of  medical  science  ha?  nr^t 
hviin  much  advanced  by  the  substitution  of  f hoorie«  nnsustaincd  by 
the  phenomena  with  which  we  are  .acquainted.  And  although  we 
remaio  ignorant  of  the  causes  which  prevent  the  consolidation  of 
the  fracture,  we  arc  not  iillo^ethcr  unprovulod  with  means  for 
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rempitying  thp  ilrfecl,  nfkl  for  re^lnnn^  Ihc  parts  lo  tbe  caDilitieM 
fi1l«t  ior  die  doe  perfnnnance  of  all  Iheir  funeljons. 

The  niMt  ancieat  mclhixl  of  tremment  is  thai  recommendei)  by 
CcLSL<3,  who  direcU  that  Ihe  Iko  portions  of  booe  be  l«rcibly 
rubbed  atheist  each  olher,  so  as  lo  etciie  inftammatioo  and  a  de- 
ptHlion  of  gsieoofi  malter.  Hr.'  Whitg  records  a  case  of  braken 
ihigh  booe,  where  Ihe  cure  was  effected  bj  the  patient  getting 
Dp  and  allempling  lo  walk,  nhile  the  lim))  iias  confined  in  strong 
leather  Bpliols.  This  practice  was  advbed  b;  Hr.  Hi;htek,  and 
has  received  the  sanclioa  of  other  eminent  ^urgeoas.  The  sac- 
cesf,  honever,  appear?  lo  have  been  very  limited;  and  the  ma- 
jorily  of  persons  with  di«»iiited  fracltires  trere  doomed  lo  Ihe  in- 
convenience of  a  i»elen  limb,  or  ivere  compelled  to  submit  lo  ila 
amputation-  With  the  hope  of  obvialiog  these  severe  alternatives, 
in  the  year  llfiO,  Hr.  Whitg  proposed,  in  the  case  of  Koberl 
Elliot,  a  heahby  lad  of  nine  yean,  the  followii^  operation :  by 
making  a  loogitadtnal  incisioa  doivo  lo  the  bone,  by.  bringing  out 
Ibe  ends  of  it,  which  might  be  done  with  great  ease^  as  the  arm 
was  tleiible,  and  cutting  it  off  either  with  tbe  saw  or  pincers,  and 
then  replacing  the  two  ponioos  of  bone,  and  pursuiog  the  Ireut- 
menl  as  in  compoand  fracture.  In  this  instance  a  perfect  uuion 
was  established;  and  similar  results  have  occasionally  been  ob- 
tained by  other  surgeons,  but  the  success  has  been  by  do  inenns 
uniforra.  The  operation  ii,  unqQeslionably,  severe,  requires  a 
very  cautious  procedure  through  the  different  steps,  and  occupy- 
ing considerable  time,  necessarily  subjects  the  patient  to  long 
continued  pain,  and  all  that  distress  which  is  usually  fell  when 
culling  instruments  are  employed.  The  diUkulties,  the  danger, 
and  Ibe  frequent  ill  success  of  Ibis  operation,  suggested  to  Dr. 
PHtsiCK  Ihe  propriety  of  adopting  a  different  mode  of  treatment. 
The  process  of  passing  a  selon  inlo  the  nntural  cavilies,  with  Ihe 
view  of  producing  permanent  adhesions  between  Ihe  contained 
ami  containing  parts,  hns  been  rrequeiilly  resorted  to.  In  Ihe  radi- 
cal cure  of  hydrocele,  and  in  Ihe  IreatmenI  of  extensive  abscesses, 
surgeons  have  long  been  in  the  habil  of  inlrmludng  selons,  with 
tlie  view  of  exciting  granulHlions  and  promoting  sdhesioDS  be- 
liveen  opposite  euri'aces.  Moreover,  the  records  of  surgery  afford 
abundant  proof  of  anchylosis  having  been  produced,  by  selons 
passed  into  the  iiaturjl  juints,  iu  the  IreaUiient  of  llic  diseases 
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With  which  these  parts  were  affiected.  It  was  in  the  year  1 802, 
that  Dr.  Physick  had  an  opportunity  of  treating  a  disunited  frac- 
ture of  the  humerus  by  seton ;  and,  in  the  course  of  five  months, 
the  onloii  was  completed,  and  the  man  was  discharged  from  the 
PennsylTaDia  Hospital,  enjo/mg  the  full  use  of  his  arm.  Since 
ihe  iihoTe  period,  this  mode  of  treatment  has  been  frequently  em- 
ployed, both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe ;  and,  1  believe,  with 
pretty  general  success.  The  operation  of  passing  the  seton  was, 
however,  twice  Ineffectually  performed  by  Dr.  Parrish  in  the  case 
oC  M ondy ;  and  the  failure  in  this  instance,  I  think,  proves  that  it 
is  not  adapted  lo  fractures  presenting  irregular  surfaces.  After 
Ihtf  ^lare,de«rou8  that  no  means  should  be  left  untried  by  which 
a  reasonable  hope  might  be  entertained  of  the  mau^s  recovering 
the  oae  of  his  arm,  it  was  determined,  in  a  consultation,  in  which 
all  the  surgeons  of  the  house  concurred,  that  the  operation  of 
sawing  off  the  ununited  extremities  of  the  bone  should  be  per- 
formed. The  man  bore  this  very  painful  operation  with  admira- 
ble fortitude,  and  after  a  lapse  of  four  months  the  union  was  com- 
pleted and  the  powers  of  the  limb  restored. 

In  addition  to  these  means.  Dr.  Hartshorne  has  recommended 
the  application  of  caustic,  in  the  instance  of  the  superficial  bones, 
as  the  tibia  and  ulna,  so  as  to  act  immediately  on  the  part  where 
the  fracture  was  seated.  In  the  deeper  seated  bones,  the  influence 
of  the  caustic  will  be  extended  through  the  muscles  and  other 
coverings  of  soft  parts  to  the  imperfect  callus,  exciting  the  healthy 
actions  in  a  manner  corresponding  to  what  we  observe  in  the 
treatment  of  many  diseased  joints.  In  illustration  of  this  mode  of 
treatment,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  c<isc;  which,  in  other 
respects,  is  not  altogether  deficient  in  interest,  as  it  affords  an  ex- 
ample of  disunited  fracture  in  a  person  of  sound  constitution,  and 
at  the  most  vigorous  time  of  life. 

Case. — Isaac  Hervy,  aged  35  years,  of  florid  complexion,  and  of 
square  stature,  was  admitted  into  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1827,  on  account  of  an  imperfect  unh-tn  of  the  tibia, 
Dear  to  its  centre.  In  August,  181 8,  both  bones  of  his  Irg  were 
broken.  He  was  subjected  to  a  severe  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and 
lo«t  several  pounds  of  blood.  It  was  not  until  six  weeks  atter  the 
accident  that  he  was  allowed  any  portion  ol' animal  tood.  When 
admitted,  he  was  unabk  to  walk  without  the  uKsi>*tiUice  of  crutches, 


nnil  he  eipci'if?DCCil  great  pnin  when  he  attempted  to  rest  on  (he 
limb.  Oo  the  23d  of  March,  n  week  al\er  his  ndmisaion,  1  made 
a  transTerse  incUion  through  the  integumenU  down  to  the  prelcr* 
natural  joint)  1  then  removed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  liga- 
mentoua  subslance  coostitiiliog  the  bond  of  union,  after  which  I 
applied  the  caustic  potash  to  the  surface  which  had  been  exposedi 
This  done,  the  part  was  covered  with  a  poultice,  and  the  limb 
pal  at  rest.  The  succeeding  day  the  man  experienced  consider- 
able pain,  accompanied  by  convulsive  twitchings  of  Ihe  leg.  These 
were  relieved  by  moderate  doses  of  opium.  On  the  7th  day,  in- 
flammation and  swelling  came  on,  but  subsided  with  a  free  sup- 
puration, that  proceeded  fruui  behind  the  tibia.  In  eight  weeks 
the  wound  bad  cicatrized;  and,  at  the  end  of  twelve  weeks,  Ui« 
man  left  the  hospital,  the  tibia,  apporenlly,  perfectly  united. 
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Article  II.— /fiilor^  and  Disiectiati  of  a  Case,  T^here  a  Ttgular 
communication  had  betn  established^  by  disease,  between  the  (hiaria 
ami  Bladder.     By  J.  Mimhall  Paix,  M,  D. 

The  subject  of  the  following  interesting  case  came  under  my 
notice  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  month;  and  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  ascertaining,  after  her  death,  (in  company  with  my 
friend  Dr.  Javoon,)  the  real  nature  of  her  disease.  As  the  pa- 
tient had  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Sakuel  Wiisom,  previous  to 
his  leaving  the  city,  for  a  long  time  before  she  was  transferred 
to  me,  1  have  obtained  from  him  the  following  history  of  hcf 
case  up  to  that  period;  which  will  prove  interesting,  and  will 
prepare  us,  in  a  measure,  for  the  result  which  the  post-mortem 
examination  made  known. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  following  history  of  the  case  of  M,  K d,  is  from  my 

note-book,  excepting  the  latter  part,  which  is  from  memory  alone. 
1  have  only  to  regret  lliat  it  is  not  more  minute,  lis  coircctne^ 
you  may  depend  on.  , 

On  the  2:^Dd  ol'  April,  IU2G,  I  was  culled  lo    isit  M.  R..  a  widow 
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woman  aboot  for^-two  jean  of  age,  aad  the  motlier'of  several 
kealtbjr  children.  I^oce  the  birth  of  her  last  child,  perhaps  four 
or  fire  yeari  ago,  she  had  been  a£Bicted  with  violent  pains  in  her 
abdoBMD,  coming  at  intervals  upon  her,  and  attended  with  an  en* 
bigement  daring  the  continoance  of  the  attack,  resembling  preg- 
naacjat  the  fnll  term. .  The  pains,  commencing  in  the  back  and 
kina,  and  extencRi^  round  to  the  pnMs  and  down  the  thighs,  were 
eicmciatii^,  ending  frequently  in  a  state  almost  of  insensl^ 
Conceiving  the  ntenA  to  be  the  seat  of  inflammntion,  I 
direGted  free  depletion,  some  purging  medicine,  and  the  lightest 
diet  A  Ukter  was  placed  afterwards  upon  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdonwn,  from  which  some  benefit  was  derived.  A  cure,  how^ 
ever,  not  being  effected,  recourse  was  had  to  the  blue  pill,  and 
after  doe  p^raeverance  she  appeared  to  be  entirely  relieved.  An 
eruption  resembling  closely  the  efflorescence  of  intemperance, 
and  in  the  same  sitoation  upon  the  face  as  that  mark  of  the  drunk- 
ard, was  entirely  removed  by  the  course  of  medicine,  but  made 
its  appearance  again  after  her  recovery. 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1826, 1  was  again  requested  to  see  her,  and 
fcMmd  her  labouring  under  a  return  of  her  old  and  painful  symp* 
tomf.  She  attributed  the  relapse  to  too  much  exercise  and  ex- 
ertion in  the  care  of  the  house  and  family  of  a  lady  travellings 
which  chaige  she  had  undertaken,  although  in  a  state  of  weak- 
ness and  exhaustion.  The  violence  of  the  attack,  at  this  time, 
was  even  worse  than  before. 

After  treating  her  for  a  day  or  two  with  antiphlogistic  remedies, 
1  called  on  Dr.  Haeeis,  who  kindly  saw  the  patient  with  me. 
After  a  minute  inquiry  into  all  the  symptoms,  and  an  examination 
per  vaginam,  it  was  concluded  that  there  existed  a  sdrrhus  of  the 
Qteras.  The  os  tincae  was  found  hard  and  knotty,  and  so  extreme- 
ly tender  to  the  touch,  that  the  slightest  pressure  excited  a  recur- 
rence of  the  spasmodic  pains.  There  was  some  discharge,  but 
neither  foetid  nor  copious.  Fever  also  made  its  appearance  in 
the  afternoon,  and  continued  through  the  night,  with  a  remission 
in  the  morning. 

The  plan  of  treatment  adopted,  was  the  following.  The  patient 
was  put  on  a  low  regimen ;  with  the  occasional  use  of  laxatives, 
and  of  anodynes,  when  harassed  by  the  violent  pain.  Two  grains 
of  the  best  txt  eieutas  were  directed  to  be  taken  twice  in  the  day, 
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WTffi"  i' ^III  of  the  wrfc.  soi/w,  also  Iwice;  ihe  quanlUies  to  be  in- 
creased us  the  conslttulioD  became  nccuEtomeil  to  the  medicine. 
She  was  cautioned  also  against  exertions  of  every  kinil,  untl  or- 
dered to  keep  herself  as  <jniet  as  possible.  Under  this  system 
she  became  much  better,  and  strong  hopes  were  entertained  of  a 
perfect  cure  being  effected.  On  the  22nd  of  August,  the  pains  hud 
entirely  left  her;  and  she  continued  free  from  lliem  for  some  time. 
But  the  symptoms  returned  again ;  and  after  a  long  perseverance 
ill  the  use  of  the  cicula,  it  was  finally  abandoned.  The  antiphlo- 
gistic regimen,  however,  and  the  use  of  anodynes,  were  continued. 
In  this  slate  she  remained,  alternately  belter  and  worse,  tintil  the 
middle  of  the  winter,  by  which  lime  the  symptoms  had  become 
much  aggravated.  She  had  now  frequent  attacks  of  suppression 
of  urine,  and  discharged  much  matter,  apparently  of  a  sabulous 
character;  but  which,  when  tested  in  the  usual  manner,  did  not 
exhibit  either  acid  or  alkaline  properties.  Sometimes  alsotthe 
voided  with  the  urine,  portions  of  a  substance  resembling  puera 
of  bone  discharged  from  carious  ulcers  on  the  tibia.  One  of  these 
was  rough  and  scabrous,  and  more  than  an  incit  in  Icngllt.  Their 
pass.ige  through  (he  urethra  was  attended  with  the  greatest  pain. 
For  her  relief,  she  used  almost  every  variety  of  antihthic  medi- 
cine ;  but  the  chief  dependance  was  upou  free  dilution  with  muci- 
laginous and  demulcent  drinks,  together  with  very  large  doses  of 
the  acetous  tincture  of  opium.  Mucilaginous  injections  into  the 
bladder  were  also  used;  for  the  character  of  the  discharges  at 
this  period,  led  to  the  supposition,  that  a  communication  had  been 
formed  by  ulceration  between  the  bladder  and  the  womb.  In 
the  course  of  the  last  spring,  she  was  attacked  with  dropsical 
symptoms.  These  were  removed  ;  bul,  the  disease  of  the  uterus 
continuing,  she  was  nt  length  conlined  to  her  bed  from  debility. 
The  irrilarioQ  was  wearing  out  her  constitution,  ficr  emacialiou 
was  extreme;  and  1  was  confident,  at  the  lime  you  were  good 
enough  lo  lake  charge  of  her,  during  my  absence  from  the  cily, 
that  the  warm  weather  would  probably  terminate  her  sufferiugB. 
1  remain  yours,  Sic. 

S,  WILSON. 
ToBr.J.n].  Paul. 

Augvsl  ^■2iiil,  1G27. 
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\a  addlUoD  ]io  the  statement  of  Dr.  Wilson,  it  is  only  necessary 
for  vae  to  add,  that^  for  the  twenty  days  she  was  under  my  charge, 
there  was  no  material  alteration  either  in  her  symptoms  or  treat- 
ment, and  she  gradaally  declined  under  the  disease,  and  expired 
on  the  morning  of  the  Slst  instant. 

Dissection. — On  exposing  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  re- 
moving the  omentum,  which  adhered  slightly  to  the  intestines, 
&c.,  in  many  places,  we  discovered  the  bladder  to  be  very  much 
enlarged,  and  apparently  in  a  gangrenous  condition.  It  was  sup- 
ported, and  partly  surrounded,  by  a  large  diseased  mass,  which 
occupied,  in  a  great  measure,  the  whole  superior  portion  of 
the  pelf  is;  resembling  the  brain  in  its  external  appearance,  as 
to  size  and  colour.  At  the  euperior  part  of  the  fundus  of  the 
bladder,  a  small  opening  existed,  from  which  purulent  matter 
escaped;  but  whether  this  aperture  was  formed  by  detaching  the 
omentum  from  it  or  not,  I  ^m  not  able  to  state*  On  passing  the 
finger  into  this  opening,  its  inner  surface  communicated  a  sensa- 
tion of  roughness  to  the  touch,  caused  by  its  mucous  membrane 
being  completely  studded  with  fine  particles  of  matter,  resembling 
land  or  partly  dissolved  bone.  By  making  an  incision  into  the 
bladder,  a  regular  communication  was  found  to  b^  established  be- 
tween its  posterior-superior  part,  and  the  diseased  mass  before 
mentioned ; .  which,  on  further  examination,  proved  to  be  the 
ovaria,  imited,  very  much  increased  in  size,  altered  both  in  ap- 
pearance and  structure,  and  converted  into  a  fatty  substance,  (as 
described  by  Bailue  in  his  morbid  anatomy,)  containing  a  con- 
»i«lcrable  quantity  of  hair  similar  to  that  on  the  human  head,  be- 
sides/re  leeth^  perfect  in  all  their  parts. 

The  uterus  was  found  occupying  its  usual  position,  but  wholly 
concealed  by  the  tumour;  the  os  uteri  was  natural  as  to  size, 
but  somewhat  indurated;  the  fundus  larger  than  ordinary,  but 
not  varying  much  from  the  healthy  standard.  On  exposing  the 
uterine  cavity,  it  was  discovered  to  be  very  small,  and  the  com- 
tnunication  which  naturally  existed  between  it  and  the  os  tinea;, 
w:i«  completely  obliterated  by  previous  inflammation,  and  the 
whole  cervix  converted  into  a  lirm  cartilaginous  structure. 

J.  xMAKSilALL  TALL. 

Fhiladilphia,  Aug.  :eO,  1827. 
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AitTict^  111. — ObKrvaliooi  on  Colica  Picionutn,  ond  other  offediont 
arisijig  from  the  dcleUriom  optTation  of  Uad  on  Ihe  tyttan.  Bj 
RicHAHo  lUituK,  M.  I>.,  iic. 

IIaviru  had,  for  a  number  of  years,  Ihe  profeEsional  charge  of 
Ihe  hbourera  attached  to  one  of  the  most  extensive  white-lead 
m.-inufUctoriea,  and  chemical  laboratories,  io  the  United  Stales,  I 
have  had  an  opportuoity  of  accumulnling  much  practical  experi- 
ence in  the  treatmeot  of  Ihose  disorders  arising  from  the  dele- 
Icrious  operation  of  white-lead  on  Ihe  system.  I  have  thought 
that  a  brief  essay  on  this  aiilijecl,  including  the  outline  of  the  prac- 
tice I  have  pursued  in  this  complaint,  could  not  fail  to  prove 
interesting  to  the  medical  pnMic. 

The  men  employed  in  (his  establishment  are,  for  the  most  pari, 
of  rohust  constitulioDs,  and  are  principally  natives  of  Ireland  and 
Germany.  The  factory  is  placed  in  a  situation  in  other  respects 
facallby,and  personal  cleanlinessia  much  insisted  on  by  Ihe  careful 
managers. 

In  this,  as  in  most  other  maladies,  a  cerlaiD  degree  of  suscepti- 
Lilily  of  the  system  appears  necessarily  to  precede  the  ullack. 
Druokenness,  or  habitual -dissipation  of  any  kind,  renders  the  system 
peculiarly  liable  to  the  disease,  aud  frequently  leaijs  lo  a  fatal 
issue.  Sudden  Iransitions  of  temperature,  together  nith  exposure 
to  cold  and  moisture,  are  predisposing  causes.  The  greatest 
number  of  cases  have  fallen  under  our  notice  late  in  Ihe  spring 
and  early  in  autumn. 

Of  the  youths  who  constantly  work  at  rolling  the  sheets  of  lead, 
in  the  melting  room,  only  one  has  been  alTected  with  lead  diitvr.. 
A  boy,  about  12  ycitrs  of  age,  was  attacked  at  night  ivilh  paralysis 
of  all  bis  extremities,  and  with  pnin  in  the  abdomen.  He  ivds 
treated  with  mercury,  cathartics,  Jcc.  He  recovered — returned 
to  work,  and  again  relapsed  in  three  or  four  days.  He  Anally 
recovered,  with  Ihe  usual  remedies,  and  was  discharged  from  the 
manufaciory. 

Tht;  diO'erent  stages  of  mampnlalion  in  the  manulhctureof  white 
lead,  render  thelabourerobnfsious  lo  these  alfeciions,  and  also  give 
rise  to  some  pcculi.trilit!'  in  the  attack  and  in  Ibe  symptoms.    The 
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oiost  dangerous  operation  consists  in  the  packing  of  the  kiln-dried 
white  lead  into  barrels,  a  process  performed  by  negroes^  who  are 
emptoyed  for  the  purpose  at  short  periods,  and  at  considerable  in- 
tenrals;  and,  though  a  great  quantity  of  dust  is  necessarily  re- 
ceived by  inhalation  into  their  lung^  during  the  continuance  of  their 
labiRirs,  but  a  single  case  of  the  disease  affecting  the  negro  has  oc- 
curred during  my  professional  attendance  on  the  manufactory: 
this  man  had  a  severe  attack  of  colica  pictonum,  from  which  he 
recorered.  Those  hands  employed  in  meltiti^'the  metal  in  the 
casthig-room,  are  more  liable^  to  be  attacked  with  apoplectic 
or  epileptic  convulsions,  without  pain  In  the  bowels  during  the 
first  stage ;  and  such  cases  iare  more  apt  to  terminate  In  paralysis. 

Frequent  opportunities  have  occurried  to  demonstrate,  that  man 
is  by  no  means  the  only  animal  subject  to  this  disorder.  Dogs, 
cats,  cows,  and  chickens,  not  unfrequently  die  with  this  affection. 
In  the  latter,  ^  post  mortem^*  examinations  have  displayed  mor- 
tification of  the  intestines.  Symptoms  of  cerebral  derangement 
have  manifested  themselves  in  the  feathered  tribe,  when  labouring 
under  the  deleterious  effects  of  white  lead.  Alller  a  few  moments 
of  cataleptic  abstraction,  they  have  been  observed  to  dtish  their 
heads  against  the  wall,  or  any  other  resisting  object. 

As  a  rational  practice  in  any  malady  must  always  vary,  according 
to  the  symptoms,  or,  in  other  words,  according  to  the  organ  or  set 
of  organs,  whose  functions  are  principally  impaired,  I  propose 
to  offer  a  few  observations  on  the  different  modes  of  attack,  to- 
gether with  the  various  methods  of  treatment  instituted  in  this 
complaint 

1  have  formed  no  particular  theory  as  to  the  essential  seat  of 
Che  disorder  called  ^^  lead  disease^'*''  that  is  to  say,  whether  or  not,  the 
liver,  colon,  stomach,  brain,  or  vascular  or  nervous  systems,  are 
primarily  affectet!  ;*  and  shall  confine  my  observations  to  such  symp- 
toms 39  have  first  come  under  the  cognizance  of  my  senses  in  the 
numerous  cases  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  treat. 

The  saturnine  carbonate,  or  white  lead,  taken  into  the  system, 
either  by  the  stomach,  lungs,  or  skin,  and  1  believe  it  may  enter  the 
M«tem  by  nil  these  organ?,  does  by  no  means  invariably  produce 
colic,  pain  in  the  bowels,  or  constipation  as  an  early  symptom.  On 
thr  contrary,  I  have  frequently  observed  that  some  of  the  most  ob- 
Minnte  and  severe  cases  of  ^Head  sicknoss^^  are  ushered  in  by  a 
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nliniictl  for  two  ilny$,  but  ivhich  i^  mostly 
cilici'  in  n  few  boura.  Id  other  cases,  ihc 
rally  iit  night, nilh  .symptoms  which  I  have 
from  the  auddennesa  orihc  altack,  the  ster- 
imisibiljly,  generRJIy  nllendiint;  but  at  the 


Bnme  time, it  tnust  be  remembereJ,  that  (here  eiists  a  Elate  ol'  Ibc 
system  very  dilTerenl  fram  that  which  prevails  in  apoplexy.  To- 
gelher  with  the  symptoms  nbnve  slated,  the  patient  is  coUl,  pnrticii- 
Inrly  bis  extremities;  his  countenance,  in  place  of  being  sulTused, 
it  pallid;  nnil  cnnviilsioos  of  the  whole  friimc  frcqiienLly  occur. 
This  order  of  things  continues  i'rom  a  few  hours  to  three  or  four 
dnye.  In  these  cnscs,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  the  patients 
do  not  bear  general  bleeding.  The  best  practice  conaists  in  the 
adrolnistrsitioD  of  calomel  and  opium,  notwithstanding  the  consti- 
pation of  the  bowels  and  delerminaliou  to  the  head,  resorting,  at 
the  same  time,  to  the  early  use  of  cathartics.  These  remedies, 
nseisted  by  the  application  of  cups  to  the  head,  and  a  blister  lo 
the  hnck  of  the  neck,  with  rubefacieDls  lo  the  lower  extremities, 
will  generally  prove  successful  in  curiogr  the  disorder,  or  in  trans- 
ftirring  it  lo  the  bowels.  I  have  witnessed  one  case  of  this 
description  treated  dilTercntly,  which  terminated  in  the  death  of 
the  patient.  A  young  man,  o(  rather  a  nervous  lemperamenl,  who 
had  been  employed  in  grinding  white  lead  in  oil,  was  attacked, 
enrly  the  next  morning,  with  convulsions,  and  with  other  symp- 
toms partaking  of  the  character  of  apoplexy  and  epilepsy.  This 
patient  residing  at  the  extremity  of  the  city,  it  was  late  in  the 
(lay  before  1  was  enabled  to  visit  him,  when  I  found  a  young 
practitioner  in  the  act  of  bleeding  him  from  the  arm.  1  soon 
explained  lo  the  doctor  my  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
and  indicated  to  him  my  mode  of  treatment ;  but  he  could  not  be 
made  lo  comprehend  that  opium  could  be  'administered  with 
safely  in  any  disease  in  which  constipation  is  a  prominent  symp- 
tom i  in  fine,  he  refused  to  be  advised,  or  to  leave  the  patient. 
We  subsequently  learned,  from  the  relatives  of  the  patient,  that 
the  complaint  left  the  head  in  a  short  lime,  .ind  fixed  upon  the 
abdominal  viscera;  (wliich  is  the  usual  progress  of  this  form  of 
the  disease ;)  and  thai  the  patient  died  in  three  or  four  days,  with 
symptoms  of  mortilicniion  of  the  intestines. 

But  by  far  tho  greater  number  of  patients  afllicted  with  "  lend 
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flckness^^  display  (he  symptoms  of  old-fashioned  colica  pictonum, 
or  ^  dry  belly-ach :''  in  which  case  we  lind  them  labouring  under 
excruciating  griping  pains  in  the  region  of  the  umbilicus;  the  skin 
of  the  abdomen  is  thrown  into  folds  or  knots ;  obstinate  constipation 
prevailing,  with  febrile  excitement ;  .the  tongue  being  sometimes 
iHiite,  at  others  covered  with  a  thick  brown  fur.  The  pain  is  prin* 
cipally  spasmodic,  occurring  at  intervals  of  different  durations,  and 
is  seldom  entirely  intermitting.  After  numerous  trials  of  various 
remedies,  neiy  practice  has,  for  a  length  of  time,  been  fixed  and 
settled. 

We  will  take,  for  example,  a  violent  case,  characterized  by  the 
above  detailed  symptoms.  It  is  my  practice  to  bleed  from  the 
arm ;  and  in  some  cases  cups  are  applied  to  the  abdomcft,  or  a 
noslard  plaster,  fallowed  by  an  epispastic  over  the  inflamed  skin. 
Bat,  at  all  events,  1  lose  no  time  in  administering  calomel  and 
opiom,  in  the  proportion  of  ten  grains  of  the  former  to  two  or 
three  of  tbejatter;  and,  if  there  b«  no  nausea  present,  two  grains 
of  Ipecacuanha  are  added.  The  whole  powder  is  repented  every 
two  or  three  hoars,  until  pain  is  relieved,  or  ptyalism  is  induced ; 
it  is  then  otmited^  and  one  or  other  of  the  following  cathartics  given. 
B.  sal.  eps.  5j.,  magnes.  ustas.  gss. ;  mix  them  in  a  pint  of  water, 
and  take  from  a  wine-glass-ful  to  a  tea-cup-ful  every  two  hours.  Or 
B.  rad.  rhei.  contus.  |[ss.,  fol.  sennas  5J.,  sem.  canlam.  ^'ij. ;  decort 
in  one  pint  of  water.  The  dose  is  one  wine-glass-ful  every  two 
hours,  until  the  bowels  arc  evacuated. 

At  this  stage  of  the  disease,  patients  will  req*iire  large  doses  of 
the  cathartic ;  and,  if  administered  earlier  in  the  case,  or  previous  to 
the  free  administration  of  mercury  and  opi.ites,  no  quantity  that  the 
stomRch  is  capable  of  containing  can  he  made  to  produce  a  cathai- 
lie  effect  on  the  bowels,  I  have  frequently  witnessed  the  whole 
quanlity  of  both  the  above  prescriptions  taken,  together  with  the 
.nddition  of  castor  oil,  without  any  effect.  As  tiie  excitement  of 
ptyalism  is  of  vital  importance  in  violent  cases,  the  !»iisters  on  the 
abdomen  are  to  be  dressed  with  mercurial  ointment,  and  mercurial 
Irictions,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  are  to  be  resorted  to;  especially 
if  any  torpor  or  iiisirfceptibility  in  this  respect  i^  ohs(>rvo(l  in  the 
patient. 

\s  valuable  adjuvants  in  such  obstinate  con^tipati^Mis,  the  use 
ot  turpentine  injiM'tiouH,  01  nijectioiiH  ol  nH)la<'<e!«  and  watct,  with 


Imlf  nn  oimci;  of  laMe-sall.  is  ncil  to  be  resorted  to. 
ernes,  where  Ihe  heat  of  the  abdomen  vtss  verj  grcnl,  Hltcniled 
with  soreness  on  pressure,  ansiety,  iiml  resHessnefw,  with  other 
ijrmptoins  denoting  approaching  eoterilJ*,  the  most  decided  adinn- 
Ingeshnvebeen  oblwined  by  the  use  of  birge  and  frequently  repeat- 
ed injections  of  cold  pump  water.  In  this  manner  heni  is  abstract- 
ed,and  infiamnialion  prevented  or  arrested.  AtTusionsorcold  water 
on  the  loner  exiremilies  have  also  been  resorted  to  with  success  itj 
limilar  constipated  cases.  This  treatment,  undsr  ordinary  cir- 
cumslunces,  will  sehlom  fail  of  success.  One  pniient  recovereil 
after  having  displayed  every  character  of  the  hippocmtic  coon* 
lenance :  a  stale  of  thing.*,  >n  lite  present  instance,  induced  by  gas- 
tric eyntpathies ;  Ihe  palienl.  previous  lo  being  relieved,  having 
I'jecled  from  the  stomach  a  large  quantity  of  matter,  resembling* 
thick  green  paint. 

Cases  still  more  violent  and  dillicull  of  mnnngement  renrah  lo 
be  noticed,  I  allude  lo  those  attended  from  the  commencement 
with  severe  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  with  obsli- 
nale  vomiting,  the  stomach  ejecting  every  Brticle  taken.  I  have 
employed  InudHnum,  peppermint,  calomel  and  opium,  and  oil  of 
turpentine,  logctber  with  the  external  application  of  spices  and 
rubefacients.  When  all  these  remedies  have  failed,  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  allaying  tlie  irritability  almost  Instantly,  by  a  remedy 
which  would  not  have  been  "a  priori"  resorted  to  Jn  this  disorder. 
I  iillude  to  the  powdered  saccharum  Batumi.  To  the  use  of 
this  article  in  rases  similar  to  those  detailed  above,  1  was  first 
led,  by  observing  its  calming  efTecls  when  used  lo  relieve  the  tor- 
mina, tenesmus,  and  gastric  irritability,  occurring  in  dysentery. 

The  very  Buccessful  results  of  the  use  of  sugar  of  lead  in  Ihe 
flbslinate  epidemic  of  Ihe  year  1 8S0,  has  been  already  detailed  io 
n  paper  published  in  the  Medical  Recorder.  It  is  there  elated, 
that  1  had  even  resorted  to  Ihe  use  of  sugar  of  lead  in  colica 
pictonum,  complbcaled  with  Ibis  excessive  degree  of  gastric  irri- 
tability; but  itdded  thni  1  was  not  prepared,  at  iliat  lime,  tu 
speak  with  sufKcienl  ccnMence  lo  recommend  its  general  use. 
Some  editorial  remarks  are  appended  lo  the  paper  here  alluded 
lo,  the  tenor  of  which  we  by  no  means  npprove.  The  editor 
there  condemns  the  internal  use  of  sugar  of  lead  in  dysentery,  ll 
having'  been  admioiEtered  iiy  htm,  "  in  one  case,  a  child  about  two 
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jean  old,  the  discharges  were  speedily  checked,  but  the  patient 
was  mcessaotly  tormeoted  by  a  painful  pressing  down  of  (he 
bowels;  nmch  general  distress  was  also  eirperienced  by  the  child, 
as  wat  OTident  from  the  countenance,  re3tles6ness,  and  occasional 
screamt.^^ — ^Vide  Med.  Recorder,  for  1822,  p.  657. 

With  due  deference  to  that  editor^s  opinions,  we  are  under  the 
hnpreasion  that  the  symptoms  which  he  attributes  to  the  remedy, 
are  precisely  those  which  characterize  the  disease  under  his 
consideration.  Since  this  period,  I  have  frequently  used  the 
taccbamm  satami  in  dysentery,  and  always  with  the  most  destra- 
Ue  results;  and  the  estimation  in  which  I  at  that  time  held  this 
reoMdy,  has  been  frequently  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  othei 
pnctilloners,  more  especially  of  those  of  the  southern  states. 

io  those  cases, of  lead-colic,  to  which  I  have  particularly 
referred  above,  I  have  found  no  remedy  so  well  adapted  to  the 
parpose,  as  the  sugar  of  lead.  AAer  having  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  allay  gastric  irritability  by  calomel  and  opium,  assisted  by  the 
Qsoal  remedies,  1  resort  to  the  use  of  the  following  prescription. 
K  cat.  ppt.  gr.  v.,  pulv.  opii.  gr.  ij.^  pulv.  sacch.  sat.  gr.  iij.-*m.  ft. 
pnlv.;  to  be  repeated  every  two  hours  until  relief  is  obtained; 
wJucb  is  generally  the  case  aAer  two  or  three  powders  have 
b^eo  taken.  Injections  of  saccharum  saturni,  with  opium,  in  solu- 
tion, have  also  been  successfully  used  for  a  similar  purpose. 

I  have  already  administered  this  remedy  with  success  in 
bilious  fevers  of  high  grade,  where  excessive  irritability  of  the 
stomach  precluded  the  internal  use  of  all  other  remedies.  Under 
similar  circumstances,  I  propose  to  administer  this  remedy  in 
ftUem  fever,  the  next  opportunity  which  presents  itself. 

In  one*  case  of  cholera  morbus,  in  an  advanced  stage,  I  ad- 
Buoistered  an  enema  of  9i.  of  saccharum  saturni,  wilh  ^ij*  o^  tinc- 
ture of  opium.  By  this  treatment,  once  repeated,  it  appeared  to 
me  that  the  life  of  the  patient  was  preserved. 

AAer  the  administration  of  this  remedy  in  colica  pictonum,  and 
when  the  stomach  is  calmed,  the  usual  remedies  are  resorted  to. 
The  substances  ejected  from  the  stomach,  in  these  cases,  consist, 
for  the  roost  part,  of  vitiated  bile,  the  quantity  being  at  times  ex- 
ceedingly great. 

When  the  bowels  have  at  length  given  way  to  the  efi'ects  of 
niedicine,  at  times,  enormous  quantities  of  feculent  matter,  with 
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flaliu,  are  discUarged ;  and,  if  not  moderaled,  Ihc  cHtliareis  would 
endanger  the  life  of  [he  palient.  For  tbis  purpose,  if  piiin  still 
remains,  1  give  castor  oil  and  laudanum,  or,  if  llie  stomach 
reject  this,  small  doses. of  spirits  of  turpentine  and  olive  oil, 
alternated  with  laudanum.  Cut,  should  torpor  of  the  bowels  still 
remain  after  the  violence  of  the  disease  has  been  overcome,  I 
have  found  a  useful  remedy  in  a  mixture  of  castor  oil  snd  spirits 
of-turpenlioe,  in  the  proportion  of  a  table-spoon-ful  of  the  former, 
to  a  lea-spoon-ful  of  Ihc  latter.  In  more  obstinate  cases  of  tor- 
pidity of  the  boivels,  under  theae  circumstances,  1  have  resorted 
1»  the  U9e  of  crolon  oil,  with  signal  advantage.  This  was  par- 
ticularly the  case  in  two  patients,  who,  after  recovery  from  n 
severe  attack  of  colica  piclonum,  had  a  rdaj/ic,  without  any  sub- 
sequent exposure  to  white  lead ;  having  been  seized  with  cularrb 
from  exposure  to  cold  and  damp. 

1  slated,  in  the  commencement  of  this  essay,  the  peculiar 
liability  of  one  form  of  this  disease  to  terminate  in  paralysis  ol 
the  extremities,  itjost  generally  of  the  fore-arms.  One  inslnnce 
only  has  occurred  under  my  own  superintendence ;  but  I  have  had 
occasion  to  treat  several  cases  of  this  nature  which  had  been  un- 
der the  care  of  other  phyaiciana.  These  patients  fmally  recover- 
ed, with  the  exception  of  one,  under  the  use  of  powdered  nux 
vomica,  caustic  issues  on  each  side  of  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
pui^ng  medicines,  continued  for  two  or  three  months. 

Notwithstanding  the  utmost  care  and  attention  on  Ihc  part  of 
the  medical  attendant,  this  disease  will  frequently  terminate  in 
inflammation  of  the  intestines;  but  this  is  by  no  means  necessarily 
fatal,  provided  the  attention  be  attracted  in  time  to  this  symplom. 
Post-mortem  examinations,  at  least  such  as  occurred  uiider  my 
own  inspection,  have  invariably  dietptayed  murtilicatiou  of  the  in> 
testines,  provided  mania  a  potu  had  not  supervened  and  carried  ufi 
the  patient.  Four  cases  only  have  teroaioated  fatally  tinder  my 
own  treatment.  Three  of  these  were  habitually  intemperate :  and 
the  other,  an  ignorant  German,  unacquainted  with  the  dnngeroun 
nature  of  his  complaint,  suffered  himself  to  be  neglected  for  three 
days  previous  to  making  application  for  relief. 

From  the  severity  of  the  disease,  together  with  the  use  of  Hie 
necetisarily  violent  remedies,  dysentery,  with  copiouir  discliat^es  ol 
btuod,l<i  not  unfrequenlly  induced,  in  whitli  case,  no  remedy  is 


OONDIB  ON  HAMOPTTSIS.  '  33 

aKire  effectual  in  relieving  pain  and  sappresting  the  discharge,  than 
the  palTerizedsacchanini.satarna,  in  combination  with  calomel, 
opium,  and  ipecacoanha.  Should  the  ^lood  diichai^d,  after  long 
continued  constipation,  present-  a  gromous  or  coffee-ground  ap- 
pearance, it  indicates  commencing  mortification,  which  for  the 
moat  part  speedily  ends  in  the  death  of  the  patient 

In  writing  the  above,  I  have  carefully  avoided  discusning  the 
various  and  confficting  opinions  of  authors,  in  relation  both  to  the 
pathology  and  treatment  of  these  diseases;  wishing  to  confine 
myself  to  a  record- of  observations  which  have  been  elicited  by 
actual  experience^  It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  I  feel  by  no 
means  satisfied  in  any  of  the  systems  of  practice  mentioned  in  the 
de$  Sdencii  MedicaUt. 


Aancix  1V^<— On  UiBinoptyns.    By  D.  Francis  Cqndir,  M.  D. 

TiiE  word  luBmoptysis,*  would  evidently  include  every  ha^ 
morrhage  in  which  the  blood  is  discharged  in  the  act  of  spit* 
ting,  whether  it  proceed  from  the  gums,  fauces  and  posterior 
nares,  or  from  the  respiratory  organs,  properly  speaking.  With 
the  view,  therefore,  to  the  attainment,  as  far  as  is  possible,  of  that 
precision,  so  important  in  medicaj  nomenclature,  the  term  should 
be  understood  as  being  restricted,  invariably,  to  bsmorrbages 
from  the  trachea  and  bronchial  ramifications.  It  is  with  this  ap- 
plication that  it  will  be  employed  in  the  present  essay. 

llxmoptysis  is,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  most  common  forms  of 
spontaneous  hsmorrhagq;  the  reason  of  which  it  is  very  easy  to 
un<lerstand :  for,  besides  the  great  amount  of  blood  which  con- 
stantly circulates  through  the  highly  vascular  system  of  the  re- 
spiratory organs,  thereby  rendering  them  peculiarly  liable  to 
become  the  seat  of  sanguineous  congestions,  they  arc,  also,  from 
their  continual  contact  with  the  atmospheric  air,  subjected,  every 
moment,  to  the  influence  of  its  various,  and  frequently  sudden, 
%ici««itudrfi;  while  their  agency  in  the  acts  of  speaking,  singing, 

*  From  '<u/u:(,  sanguis,  and  ^tmh,  cxpuuy-^sanguinis  czpuitio. 
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crying  altniH,  itc,  renders  Ihpm  peculiarly  liable  lo  improper  ami 
mceasivc  excitement  and  irrilalion ;  especially  in  ihose  inilividuals, 
iRvWhom  they  are  alrcndy  preiliapoaeil  lo  disensc,  in  consequence 
of  mal-conlbrmations  of  the  chesi,  of  incipient  phlhiaia,  of  pre- 
vious attacks  orobstiiiatc  catarrh,  or  other  causes.    . 

Hamoptysis  occurs  most  frequeiitly  between  fifteen  and  Iwen- 
(y-live  years  of  age.  Those,  however,  more  advanced  in  life,  arc 
sccasionally  aubjecled  to  its  attacks,  while  i(  is  of  very  rare  occur- 
rence daring  infancy. 

Persons  born  of  parents  who  have  been  affected  with  this 
haemorrhage,  are  said,  upon  highly  respectable  authority,  to  be 
more  predisposed  lo  its  attacks  than  others.  It  is,  also,  of  more 
frequent  occurrence  in  subjects  of  a  sanguineous  temperament,  or 
in  whom  the  sanguineous  system  predominates,  in  those  of  en- 
feebled constitutions,  and  of  irritable  dispositions,  and  especially 
in  those  who  are  predisposed  lo  phthisis.  The  existence  of  tu- 
l)ercles  in  the  lungs,  would,  indeed,  appear  to  be  among  Ih*  most 
common  causes  productive  of  hiemorrhage  from  these  organs. 
In  m.iny  instances  (he  discharge  of  blood  is  found  to  precede,  for 
even  many  years,  the  development  of  the  peculiar  symptoms  of 
phthUia;  in  some,  the  latter  have  presented  themselves,  almost 
•imultaneously  with  the  very  lirst  attack  of  hemorrhage ;  while 
again,  in  other  instances,  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  hxmop- 
lysia  will  be  perceived,  until  the  tuberculous  condition  of  the  lungs 
hits  existed  for  a  length  of  time,  and  the  symptoms  indicative  of 
phthisis  have  mn<le  considerable  progress.  On  this  point,  how- 
ever, we  would  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood.  There  is  not  any 
necessary  connexion  between  the  discharge  of  blood  from  the 
respiratory  oi^ans,  and  phthisis ;  nor  is  the  former,  as  has  beensup- 
posed  by  some,*  invariably  u  precursor  of  consumption.  Many 
individuals  have  come  under  our  own  observation,  who,  notwith- 
standing they  had  suffered  repeated  severe  attacks  of  pulmonary 
haemorrhage,  have,  nevertheless,  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  with- 
out exhibiting  a  single  symptom  that  should  lead  us  to  suspect  the 
existence  of  tubercles  in  their  lungs.  A  similar  statement  is  made 
by  Bkicheteau,  Anoiut,  Cuouel,  and  others.     But  according  to 

•  rims  HippucrRtes  En  'xi/jiltc  r^vrti,  tub  tti/j-h— »  sanguine  iputo, 
puriii  ipiilum.    ^phon'i.  Sec.  vii.  TV. 
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Uie  first  mentioned  writer,  persons  who  have  laboured  for  a  con- 
sidenible  tine  under  haemoptysis,  become,  finally,  affected  with  a 
sfiecies  of  consumption,  independent  of  the  presence  of  tubercles; 
enuaiiiation  oF  their  bodies  after  death,  showing  that  the  sjrmp^ 
toms  of  phthisis  had  been  occasioned  by  a  suppuration  of  the 
kniga,  produced  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  hasmorrhagic  ir- 
htJitioo.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  phthisis  not  unfre- 
queotly  nms  its  entire  course,  and  terminates  in  death,  withonl 
being  preceded,  or  accompanied  by  a  spitting  of  blood. 

Ceitam  trades  and  professions  have  been  noticed  as  peculiarly 
liable  to  induce  the  disease  under  consideratioo ;  thus  public 
speakers,  especially  such,  as  from  their  habit  of  addressing  lai^e 
ainlienccs,  are  required,  for  several  hours  at  a  time,  to  exert  their 
voices  to  their  utmost  pitch,  players  on  wind  instruments,  and 
those  individuals  whose  employments  constantly  expose  them  to 
an  atmosphere  loaded  with  fine  dust  or  irritating  vapours,  are 
well  known  to  be  more  liable  than  others,  not  only  to  haemopty- 
M&,  but,  also,  to  various  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 
According  to  Stoll,  taylors  are  very  apt  to  be  affected  with  a 
spitting  of  blood, — and  this  he  attributes,  with  much  plausibility, 
to  tbc  constrained  position  in  which  they  work,  interfering  with 
the  freedom  of  respiration,  and  thus  causing  the  blood  to  accumu«' 
late  in  the  pulmonary  vessels. 

The  discharge  of  blood  iu  haemoptysis  takes  place,  frequently 
suddenly,  and  without  being  announced  by  any  preceding  symp* 
toms ;  a  slight  cough  and  the  expectoration  of  a  small  portion  of 
mucus  streaked  with  blood,  or  even  of  pure  blood,  being  the 
first  indication  of  the  disease.  It  is,  however,  almost  alone  in 
tliijse  who  have  been  previously  affected  with  haemoptysis,  that 
the  attack  commences  in  the  manner  just  described :  mOre  com» 
DMinly,  it  is  preceded  by  certain  local,  as  well  as  general  symp- 
toms,  by  which  the  patient  is  warned  of  its  approach,  such  as  a 
painful  sensation,  weight,  numbness,  or  constriction,  and  more  or 
less  of  heat,  iu  the  whole,  or  some  particular  portion  of  the  tho- 
rax ;  sometimes  only  on  one  side,  at  the  sternum,  or  between  the 
shoulders ;  with  these,  there  is  generally  some  diiliculty  in  respi- 
ration, a  dry  cough,  or  an  expectoration  of  frothy  mucus,  and 
frequently,  a  saltish  or  peculiar  taste  in  the  fauces.  To  the  fore- 
going local  f^ymptoms,  may  he  joined,  a  sense  of  chilliness  over 
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the  sudUcfi  of  Ihu  ho<ly,  but  pnrlic.ularly  ol'  [ho  oxircmilicr!  j  l;i>i!4- 
lDi]e,,ultcmiklc  pnlcnc^s  anil  llusiiing  of  Ihc  checks,  lollowcd  by 
(eter,  l>nin  or  tension  of  the  hcai),  p.il|iitalion  of  the  heart,  and, 
Jfoc  the  most  pari,  a  hnrd  and  accelerateil  pulse.  The  blood  ex- 
haled iplo  the  bronchia,  is  not  alwavs  immediately  discharged  es- 
teraally ;  iU  presence,  In  such  cases,  is  very  commonly  indicated  by 
a^ialtliag  in  tlic  chest  and  trachea,  occasioned  by  llie  blood,  mixed 
]r||^  air,  being  agitated  in  the  act  of  respiralion.  The  diJIicully  of 
bfeUhing  nnd  the  oppression  at  the  cliest,  \s  also,  much  greater 
■than  before  the  blood  bail  been  thrown  out  by  the  vessels.  So 
long  as  the  hipmorrhngic  action  of  the  latter  continues,  more  or 
less  of  the  rattling  in  the  chest,  with  the  dyspncen,  and  the  other 
phenoaicon,  produced  by  the  presence  oftheeUused  blood  in  the 
lungs,  continue  to  be  experienced. 

In  hsemoplysis  the  blood  is  discharged  by  the  mouth,  at  dilTcr' 
eDttiplervals-  In  the  greater  number  of  cases,  its  presence  in 
tbe  bronchia  excites  a  IJt  of  coughing,  by  which  a  portion  of  it  is 
thrown  into  (he  fauces,  from  whence  the  patient  discharges  it  in 
the  act  of  spilling.  When,  however,  the  hemorrhage  is  very 
proftse,  il  is  discharged  from  the  lungs  by  a  violent,  almost  con- 
Tulsive,  eSbrtof  the  respiratory  organs,  when  i(  gushes,  ns  it  were, 
ia  torrents,  or  in  nearly  n  continued  stream,  from  the  mouth  and 
nostrils. 

The  blood  discharged  is  very  commonly  of  a  bright  arterial 
hue,  fretjuenlly  combined  with  mucus,  and  frothy,  in  consequence 
of  its  admixture  with  the  air  inhaled  into  the  lungs.  But  when  the 
blood  is  effused  to  any  considerable  extent,  it  is  frequently  pure, 
and  without  any  admixture  of  air;  on  ihe  contrary,  the  ilow  of 
blood  from  the  vessels  being  moderate  in  quantity,  it  may  remain 
for  some  lime  in  the  bronchia  previously  to  its  being  discharged 
externally,  in  which  case  it  is  generally  combined  with  more  or 
less  of  mucus,  of  a  dark  colour  and  coagulated ;  this  is  very  com- 
monly the  case  in  the  decline  of  almost  every  altack  of  hxmop- 
lyaia. 

The  quantity  of  blood  lost,  in  each  attack  of  pulmonary  hae- 
morrhage, is  exlremely  variable,  one  patient  discharging  hut  t\^o 
or  three  spittings,  while  another  will  lose,  in  a  short  space  of 
lime,  many  pounds.  When  the  lixmorrhiige  ia  to  any  considor- 
blo  cxteul,  it  produces  upon  thu  pulse,  the  colour  of  llie  skin,  and 
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fhe  general  strength  of  the  patient,  &c.  all  the  well  known 'ef- 
fects resulting  from  every  excessive  loss  of  blood  from  the'system. 

The  progress  and  continuance  of  haemoptysis  varies,  in  alfiHMt 
every  separate  attack.  AAcr  the  discharge  of  a  few  mouth  Alls 
of  blood,  the  haemorrhage  may  cease,  and  not  again  return,  tmtH 
after  a  considerable  lapse  of  time,  while  in  other  instances,  the 
discharge  being  far  more  considerable,  it  may  gradually  decreait^ 
in  violence,  or  continue  with  little  abatement  for  manyArijpt^> 
Similar  varieties  are  observed  in  regard  to  its  recurrence,— it^^if 
reluming  for  years,  or  being  repeated  weekly,  daily,  or  even  bt 
shorter  intervals ;  frequently  without  any  apparent  exciting  cause, 
hut  more  generally,  in  consequence  of  some  imprudence  on  the 
part  of  the  patient,  such  as  taking  food  or  drink  of  too  stimulating 
a  quality,  over-ezertion,  exposure  to  cold  or  dampness,  extreme 
heat,  a  paroxysm  of  anger,  &c. 

Very  frequently,  when  the  haemorrhage  has  censed,  the  ptfteflt 
still  continues  to  be  affected  with  a  cough,  some  degree  of  diffi- 
culty in  respiration^  and  an  expectoration  of  mucus,  indicating  the 
continuance  of  irritation  in  some  portion  of  the  pulmonary  appa- 
ratus. The  cessation  of  the  attack  of  haemoptysis  may,  also,  be 
succeeded  by  all  the  symptoms  of  pneumonia,  or  the  phenomena 
attendant  upon  phthisis  may,  very  quickly,  or  by  degrees,  develop 
themselves. 

It  is  an  important  circumstance  always  to  be  kept  in  mind  by  the 
physician,  that  the  individual  who  has  experienced  one  attack  of 
hicmoptysis,  is  alw.iys  peculiarly  liable  to  its  return  at  some  future 
pc'riml.  In  some  instances:  it  is  found  to  recur  periodically ;  this 
hiis  been  observed  to  be  particularly  the  case  in  females  who  la- 
lH)ur  under  a  suppression  of  the  menstrual  flux,  and  in  males  af- 
fected with  hajmorrhoids.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  however, 
the  disease  returns  at  irregular  periods,  and,  as  we  have  previously 
remarked,  most  generally  in  consequence  of  the  occurrence  of 
:M)me  exciting  cause. 

lixmoptysit  may  be  induced  by  any  circumstance,  capable  of, 
cither  directly  or  indirectly,  exciting  irritalion  in  some  portion  of 
U*e  mvKOOS  membrane  of  tiic  respiratory  organs.  The  onlinary 
rauses  arr,  rxposurr  to  a  cold  aiul  damp  atniosphorc,  the  inspira- 
tion of  very*  cold  or  very  hot  air,  (»1  irhtatiiiji;  vapour.-,  gases, 
itc  ,  a  considerable  muscular  exertion  in  lifting  a  hcavv  weight, 
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insolalioD,  blows  oi  IMe  upon  !hc  IhoTax,  n  violent  and  |irolnng(:<l 
cxerlion  of  the  respirHlory  orgnn^,  in  reading  alaud,  or  ^[leakin^ 
with  energy,  violenl  exclamations,  freiiuenl  plajing  on  wind  io- 
■truDients,  a  violent  paroxysm  of  anger,  or  other  iDlcrtEte  excite- 
ment of  the  mind.  A  cause  of  hxmoplysisof  occaaional  occurrence, 
il  B  con.tiderable  diminution  in  the  pressure  of  (he  superiocuoilient 
atmosphere,  particularly  when  an  individual,  having  ascended  lo 
a  considerable  elevation,  is  placed  under  the  influence  of  a  column 
of  air,  much  lighter  thuu  that  which  he  is  destined  ordinarily  to 
support 

Various  diseases  ol  the  lungs,  vt  of  some  other  of  the  viscera, 
may  favour  the  production  of  thi»  haemorrhage.  We  have  nlready 
noticed  its  frequent  connexion  with  tubercles  j  the  repeated  oc- 
currence of  broncluitl  inflammation;  a  dry  and  harsh cnugh,  from 
irritation  of  the  lungs,  and  certain  organic  affectionit  of  the  heart, 
may,  also,  concur  in  ita  production.  A  diseased  condition  of  the 
abdominal  viscera  may,  likewise,  in  some  instances,  occasion  has- 
moptyeisi  thus  Stoll,  HofFHAi),  Latouh,  and  others,  relate  caseH 
in  which  the  htemorrhage  appeared  to  be  intimately  connected 
with  extensive  engorgement,  and  other  morbid  conditions  of  the 
liver,  spleen,  mesenteric  gland,  &£c.  In  the^e  cases  the  hsemor- 
rhage  may  have  been  produced,  either  by  the  enlarged  condition 
of  these  viscera,  encroacliing  upon  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and 
thus  iaterfering  with  the  freedom  of  respiration,  or  by  the  irrita- 
tion under  which  they  labour  being  propiigated  to  the  respiratory 
ot^ns  and  exciting  in  their  vessels  a  hsmorrhngic  action.  By 
Ahdky  and  Daulio^lle  we  are  presented  with  two  cases,  in  wbicb 
the  haemoptysis  appeared  to  be  kept  up  by  the  presence  nf  worms 
in  the  intestines.  In  both,  the  htemorrhage  ceased  upon  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  worms,  after  the  employment  of  anlhelminlic  re- 
medies. 

Rupture  of  one  or  more  blood  vessels,  debilily  of  the  extreme 
arteries,  and  an  ulceration  of  the  lungs,  have  been  the  immediate 
causes  to  which  hxmoplysis  has  been  referred  by  the  majority  of 
medical  writers. 

The  sudden  manner  in  which  many  cases  of  haemoptysis  occur, 
their  immediately  succeeding  lo  ai>me  powerful  muscular  eier- 
tioQ,  a  violent  paroxysm  of  anger,  or  other  intense  excitement,  und 
the  great  amount  of  blood  Irequcnily  dischai^ed,  have  been  llic 
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csMM  whicht  DO  doabt,  hare  led  to  the  sappoiitioii  of  tMl' 
norrbago  being  depeDdent  upon  rupture  of  wn  arteryj    In  ihm- 
preaenl  ftale  of  pelhologjr,  howeTer,  eoncluiions  m  to  IbeHMttfnr 
of  a  dtotaie  founded  upop  reaBons  of  so  Tague  a  cbaractcraaihofli 
we  bave  just  enumeratedi  will|  it  is  belioTed,  meet  with  Tivy.Uttki 
reepoct  ..«•-« 

If  we  inquire  in  what  manner  haemoptjFsis  from  *  raptww|* 
blood-TOssel  can  be  occasioned  by  muscular  eiertion,  or -'t- papery 
jam  of  anger^  it  will  be  replied,  that  these  causes  jncraartng  vlo^ 
leatlj  the  action  of  the  heart,  a  Tolume  of  blood  is  in  consequenoe 
detii  imiii'iil  into  the  vessels  of  the  lungs,  with  a  force  suffident  to 
prodoce  in  their  coats  a  solution  of  continuity.'*^  But  that  no  stteb 
local  determination  can  be  produced,  in  the  manner  -here  suppes 
ed,  OMHt  be  evident,  from  the  most  superficial  view  of  the  msh 
chanism  of  the  circulation,  and  of  the  action  of  the  heart 
the  contents  of  the  arteriesj;  while  from  the  phenomena  of  i 
we  learn,  that  wheneTor  an  increased  amount  of  blood  cinmiatie 
through  any  particular  part,  it  is,  in  consequence,  not  of -an  hiBiiisiiP 
of  action  in  the  heart,  but  of  an  irritation  existing  in  the  ▼essela 
of  the  part,  and  attracting  to  them  the  blood. 

In  r^ard  to  the  amount  of  blood  thrown  out,  we  can  see  no 
reason  from  this,  to  infer  the  rupture  of  a  ressel.  Let  any  onei 
cite  to  us  a  case  of  the  most  excessive  bttmorrhage,  and  we  can 
present  to  him  one  of  simple  expectoration  or  flax  of  mucus,  in 
which  the  amount  of  fluid  discharged,  shall  exceed  the  quantity 
of  Mood  poured  forth  in  the  former.  The  fact  is,  the  colour  of 
the  blood,  its  importance  to  life,  and  the  sensations  always  excit- 
ed by  the  loss  of  a  very  small  portion  of  it,  are  circumstances 
very  apt  to  nyslead  us  in  our  conclosions  upon  this  point.  It  is 
now  satisfiictorily  ascertained  that  the  vessels  of  a  part,  when  la- 
bouring under  irritation,  have  the  power  of  exhaling  blood,  in  the 
saose  manner  they  do  serum  or  other  fluids,  and,  probably,  to  as 
great  an  extent. 

HsBOK^tysis  from  the  rupture  of  a  vessel  is  not,  we  acknowledge^ 
impossible ;  it  is,  however,  we  believe,  of  very  rare  occurrence, 

*  That  thb  is  the  doctrine  of  the  books  will  be  perceired  by  a  reference 
to  CuUen's  Tust  Lines-*r34  to  774  inclusive,  and  to  Good's  Study  of  Medi. 
cine,  vol.  iiL  p.  175. 
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anit  whcD  U  does  occur,  we  suspecl  that  (he  blooi!  will  gcnc- 
rully  be  found  effused  in  the  su1>staDce  of  the  lungs,  ami  nol  lobe 
dischargeit  cHernallj.  It  is  (o  be  recollcctcil,  thai  in  hremoiilysis 
llie  haemorrhage  almost  invariably  proceeds  from  the  mucns  mem- 
branc  of  the  trachea  or  bronchia,  a  situation  at  which  nii)tiire  of 
a  1>I  00(1  vessel  very  rarely,  if  ever,  takes  place.  The  cases  ofha?- 
uiDptysis  upon  record,  presumed  to  hnve  arisen  from  rupture, 
are  extremely  equivocal,  the  presumed  source  of  the  blnod  nnl 
being  established  by  the  appearances  met  with  subsequent  to 
death.  In  many  instances,  indeed,  in  which  a  fatal  result  has  oc- 
curred, in  cases  succeeding  almost  immediate  to  some  violent  inus- 
cnlar  exertion,  the  most  accurate  post  mortem  examinations  have 
shown  that  no  rupture  ofnny  vessels  in  the  lungs  bad  taken  ptace."* 

I  have  opened,  observes  Bichat,  a  great  number  of  subjecls  who 
have  died  during  hiemorrhage  from  the  lungs,  and  on  examiua- 
liuu  of  the  bronchial  surfaces,  could  never  discover  the  least  trace 
of  erosion  or  rupture  of  the  vessels,  notwithstanding  I  have  taken 
ibe  precaution  to  wash  carefully  these  surfaces,  to  allow  them  to 
macerete,  and  to  examine  them  with  Ihe  glass,  M.  Andkal,  who 
has  recently,  in  the  course  of  his  observations  upon  pulmonary 
tubercles, paid  considerable  nltcntion  to  Ihe  morbid  uppeamnccs  in 
Ihe  lungs  of  those  who  hnve  died  during  hicmoplysis,  confirms 
fully  the  statement  of  UiciiATi  he  was  able,  in  noinsliuice,  torecoj;- 
nise  any  other  source  of  the  hamorrhngc  than  the  surface  of  Ihe 
mucus  membrane  of  the  bronchia.  Excepting  in  those  cases  in 
which  the  hsemorrh  age  was  com  plica  led  with  tubercles,  the  bron- 
chial membrane  presented  the  same  appearances  as  in  simple 
bronchitis.  In  some  instances,  it  was  pale,  or  at  most  presented 
but  a  slight  rose  coloured  (int.  Muiigagiii  mentions  the  appear- 
ances he  met  with  after  death,  in  cases  of  haemoptysis,  to  be,  en- 
gor^ements  of  the  lungs,  and  tubercles,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
which,  the  vessels  were  dilated.  Portal  relates  the  case  of  a 
young  man  thai  had  labonred  under  hemoptysis  for  many  years, 
in  whom  the  lungs  after  death  were  found  to  be  perfectly  sound, 
hut  Ihe  bronchial  glauds  were  engorged  and  covered  with  vessels 
greatly  dilated,  miiuy  of  which  lerminated  by  open  cxircmtlies 
into  the  cavily  of  Ihe  bronchia. 

•  A  very  inlertsling  cast  of  tins  kind  is  related  by  Baumcs  in  liis  DiV 
stTlaliu  rfi  Usmoptoe,  17-Itl. 
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According  to  Laennec,  whose  accuracy  oi'  observation  will  not,,it 
b  presumed,  be  called  in  question,  two  varieties  only  of  hspmoptim. 
can  arise  from  rupture  of  the  blood-vessels.  The  first)  whea^ 
aneurism  bursts  into  the  tipachea  or  bronchia,  and  the  aecoi^dy  wl^ip 
there  Is  a  rupture  of  a  vessel  into  a  tuberculous  excavation ;  japi 
event,  he  ^dds,  which  I  have  already  shown  to  be  extrexpejy  un- 
common. These  two  species  of  hemorrhage  are,  however,  he 
continues,  followed  by  almost  immediate  death,  aqd  can,  by  no 
means,  explain  the  phenomena  of  a  disease  of  so  common  occur- 
reQ<ifi.p«|)i9smoptysis.      .  ^ 

Of  iJllMPDOptysis  from  ulceration  of  the  lungs,  we  can  say  but 
little,  morbid  anatomy  having  presented  us  with  but  few  direct 
/acts  upon.wbich  to  fettle  this  question.  We  will  merely,  remark, 
that  in  those  cases  of  ha;morrhage  from  the  lungs  complicated 
with  phthisis,  which  have  been  supposed  very  generally  to  de- 
pend upon  ulceration,  the  blood  has  been  found  upon  dissection  to 
have  been  effused  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchia,  and 
not  irom  the  ulcerated  portion  of  the  lungs. 

Having  very  fully  expressed  our  own  opinions  of  the  pathology 
of  spontaneous  hemorrhages,  in  a  paper  published  in.  the  third 
volume  of  this  Journal,  page  236,  the  foregoing  remarks  are  con* 
si<iered  to  be  all  that  is  necessary  on  the  present  occasion.  When 
we  consider  the  causes  and  symptoms  of  haemoptysis,  the  plan  of 
treatment  by  which  it  is  most  effectually  controlled,  as  well  as  the 
appearances  discoverable  subsequent  to  death,  we  are  irresistibly 
compelled  to  view  the  disease  as  dependant  upon  an  irritation  of  the 
mucous  coat  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  trachea,  or  of  the  bronchia, 
in  consequence  of  which  irritation  its  vessels  are  induced  to  take 
on  a  hemorrhagic  action. 

By  Laehsiec  is  described  a  species  of  violent  and  extensive  hae- 
moptysis, or,  as  he  terms  it,  pulmonary  apoplexy,  which  he  pre- 
sumes to  arise  from  an  effusion  of  blood  into  the  parenchyma  or 
the  air  cells  of  the  lungs.  Examinations  after  death  present  an  ex- 
actly circumscribed  induration  of  some  portion  of  the  lungs,  of  a 
very  dark  red  colour;  when  cut  into*  the  incised  surfaces  appear 
grmulated,  and  when  scraped,  there  is  detached  from  them  a  small 
portion  of  very  dark,  half  coagulated  blood.  The  indurated  portion 
appears  perfectly  homogeneous,  and  presents  no  trace  of  the  natu- 
ral texture  of  the  parts,  with  the  exception  of  the  bronchial  tubes 
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nnil  the  Inrger  blood-vessels ;  Ihe  coals  of  the  latter  being  slnineil 
with  blood.  Sometimes  the  conlre  of  the  indurated  miuii  is  soli, 
or  filled  ifiUt  a  clot  of  pure  blood  ;  two  or  three  of  these  indura- 
lions  are  sometimes  met  wilb  in  the  same  lung,  and  frequeDlly 
both  lungs  present  them  at  (he  same  lime.  They  are  most  com- 
monly  met  with  io  the  central  portion  of  the  lower  lobe,  or  about 
the  middle  and  posterior  part  of  the  lungs.  The  diseased  portions 
g^ow  pale  upon  washing,  but  lose  no  part  of  their  consistency. 
The  exislecce  of  the  lesion  here  described,  remarks  Liennrc, 
cannot  be  determined  by  the  quantity  of  blood  discharged;  the 
induration  may  be  very  citcnsire,  and  Ihe  expectoration  of  blood 
inconsiderable,  while  a  much  larger  portion  may  be  discharged 
simply  from  a  hemorrhagic  action  of  Ihe  vessels  of  the  bronchial 
membrane. 

Of  the  exact  nature  of  the  lesion  here  described,  we  pri^tend  not 
to  form  any  positive  conclusion ;  but  ho  far  from  Its  being  the  cause 
of  Ihe  haemoptysis,  as  the  author  would  appear  to  imagine,  we 
should  conclude  from  bis  otvn  description,  that  the  induration  of 
the  pulmonary  tissue,  as  well  as  the  discharge  of  blood  by  the 
month,  are  to  be  referred  to  one  and  the  same  cause,  an  irritation 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs.  In  Ihe  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  induration,  we  are  informed  that  Ihe  lung  is  fre- 
quently rose  coloured  or  even  red,  and  that,  when  the  pulmonary 
engorgement  exists  to  any  extent,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bronchia:  is  almost  always  found  highly  reddened  and  swollen. 

Haemoptysis  is  generally,  and  with  propriety,  regarded  as  a  se- 
rioos  disease  ;  many  persons,  however,  who  have  been  almost  ha- 
bilnally  subject  lo  a  spilling  of  blood,  or  who,  at  least,  have 
experienced  repeated  attacks  of  (he  disease,  have,  nevertheless, 
attained  to  a  very  considerable  age,  I'linv  refers  to  ihe  case  of  a 
Roman  governor,  who,  under  these  circumstances,  reached  his  nine- 
tieth year, — a  sometrtal  similar  case  is  related  by  Zachvtus  Lusi- 
TAiiue,  while  Pinel cites  the  instance  of  Gretry,  the  celebraledmu- 
siclan,  who,  from  infancy  until  an  advanced  age,  suffered  almost 
constantly  from  the  disease.  Cases  which  succeed  lo  Ihe  suppres- 
sion of  the  menstrual  discharge,  or  of  some  other  habitual  hx- 
morrhage,  are  said  to  be  those  most  eiempt  from  danger.  For 
the  most  part,  also,  those  attacks  in  which  the  discharge  of  blood 
in  slight,  which  occur  at  long  interval  and  can  bi^  referred  evi- 
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Jently  to  the  ioflaence  of  some  exterior  cause,  in  aubjeets  who 
have  no  apparent  predisposition  to  pfathiiis,  are  but  little  to  be 
dreaded)  geoerallj  yielding  very  readily  to  an  &ppr#pHykr 'treat- 
tnent  HacmoptysM  is  seldom,  indeed,  dangerous  from  the  mere 
discharge  itseH',  but  from  its  being  <:onnected  with,  or  preceding 
•oae  organic  Iscsion  of  the  longs. 

Called  in  to  treat  a  case  of  pulmonary  hsemorrhage,  we  should 
direct  the  patient  to  remain  perfectly  quiet,  and  as  much  as  pos* 
ekble  in  -an  erect  position ;  all  sdch  portions  oF  his  clothing  as  ap- 
pear to  ha?e  any  tendency  to  impede  the  free  exercise  of  the 
fanctions  of  the  chest  and  lungs,  are  to  be  immediately  iremovedt, 
fvbiJe  the  air  of  the  patients  chamber  is  to  be  kept  perfectly  fresh 
and  somewhat  cool :  hence,  all  those'  persons^  who  are  not  abso- 
lutely required  as  attendants,  should  be  withdrawn  from  it.     If 
the  haemorrhage  be  recent,  to  any  considerable  extent ;  if  It  occur 
lo  a  full,  plethoric,  or  robust  habit,  or  be  attended  with  much  seifse 
of  weight  or  pain,  with  an  excited  state  of  the  general  circulation, 
and  a  full,  frequent,  hard,  or  contracted  pulse,  general  bleeding 
yKiW  lOTariably  be  demanded.     In  OTery  instance,  therefore.  In 
fvhich  the  above  phenomena  are  present  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent, a  rein  should  be  opened,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  blodd 
drawn  off,  at  once,  to  make  a  decided  impression  upon  the  symp- 
toms of  the  case ;  and  if  the  haemorrhage  be  not  considerably 
abated  by  the  first  bleeding,  or  should  it  subsequently  return,  the 
abstraction  of  blood  is  to  be  repeated,  provided  it  be  not  forbid 
bj  the  weakness  and  slowness  of  the  pulse,  or  the  exhaustion  of 
the  general  strength  of  the  patient.     Should,  however,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  be  such,  as  not  to  warrant  a  repetition  of 
the  bleeding  from  the  arm,  as  well  as  in  those  instances  in  which 
the  symptoms  are   perfectly  local,  or  where  the  hsemorrhage 
occurs  in  individuals  of  an  enfeebled  constitution,  cups  or  leeches 
to  the  anterior  part  of  the  chest,  or  between  the  shoulders^  are  to 
be  substituted.     In  most  of  these  cases  it  is  probable  that  cupping 
will  be  found  preferable  to  leeches.     The  former,  besides  de- 
pleting from  the  capillaries,  produces  likewise,  at  the  part  upon 
vhich  it  is  performed,  a  degree  of  irritation  which  attracts  to  It 
an  atilux  of  blood,  that  aids  considerably  in  diminishing  the  irrita- 
tion and  congestion  of  the  pulmonary  capillaries,  by  which  the 
haemorrhage  Is  maintained.     Even  when  tho  r.irrumstanccs  of 
Vol.  v.— No.  %  January,  182C.  i> 


Ilitt  iMic.  aro  inw.li  -u  forUid  lEie  losx  of  any  quantity  of  tilooJ,  de- 
rideil  benelit  will  be  derived  from  (tie  appllcatiOD  to  the  chest  ot 
liry  ciipr;  or,  probably,  inElaocea  may  occur,  in  which  cupping, 
both  tvilh  and  without  scariScaliooa,  may  be  employed  advan- 
tageously, at  one  nod  the  same  time.  Of  course,  on  these  poinU 
no  precise  directions  can  be  gifen,  it  being  impossible  lo  aaticL- 
pnte  every  circumnlance  by  which  individual  inelBQcea  ol'  the  dis- 
ease may  be  mottitied. 

As  R  SLibslitutc  for  direct  depletion  in  hxinoplysis,  Uie  empley- 
menl  of  dlgilalls  has  been  recommended.  To  arrest  an  attack  of 
extensive  pulmonary  baemorrliHge,  Ihe  reoiedy  is,  however,  to- 
tally inadequate  ;  it  is  nlivnys  some  lime  before  its  effects  upon  the 
circulation  are  perceived,  while  in  its  operation  it  is  conlessedly 
ooe  of  (he  most  uncertain  articles  of  the  materia  medica.  To 
cases  of  the  disease  that  have  somewhat  of  a  chronic  characleri 
tire  digitalis  may  perhaps  be  better  adapted :  in  regard  lo  it  we 
can  say  nothing  from  our  own  experience,  having  seldom  or  evet 
employed  it. 

Subsequently  to  the  first  bleeding,  some  saline  cathartic  is  to  be 
administered,  as  well  to  relieve  (he  bowels  from  the  Irritation  of 
retained  fosces,  as,  by  its  impression  upon  (he  ressels  of  these 
parlH,  to  produce  an  increased  flow  of  blood  towards  them,  will) 
Ihe  vieiv  of  diminishing  the  congestion  in  the  lungs.  The  cathar- 
tic should,  however,  be  given  in  divided  doses,  so  as  only  to  keep 
up  a  gendy  laxative  condition  of  the  bowels,  and  never  to  the 
extent  of  active  purging. 

The  employment  of  (he  nitrate  of  potass  in  cases  of  acute  he- 
moptysis, after  bleeding  has  been  carried  lo  a  proper  extent,  is 
recommended  by  most  writers,  and  it  is  no  doubt  a  remedj  de- 
serving of  attention.  It  may  be  given  dissolved  in  cold  water,  to 
(he  extent  of  ten  grains  every  three  hours.  Ry  some  European 
practitioners,  it  ha^  been  administered  in  much  larger  doses;  but 
(be  very  great  irritation  of  the  stomach  we  haveseen  occasionally 
produced  by  the  (oo  free  administration  of  oilre,  would  cause  us 
lo  heEi(a(c  before  we  imitated  or  recommended  this  practice.  In 
many  cases  good  effects  will  be  derived  from  combining  iviih 
(be  remedy,  minute  doses  of  tartarised  antimony.  But  an  incon- 
venience sometimes  resulting  from  this  combination,  is,  (hat  the 
emetic  tartar  even  in  (he  smallest  doses,  will,  nith  many  stomachs, 
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evcUe  TomitiDg;  s  circamstance  which  we  are  persuaded  should 
alwajra  he  guarded  i^dst  in  the  disease  uuder  consideYatioii. 
Emelles  hate,  it  is  true,  heen  themseWes  recommended  in  the 
treiteent  iff  hcemoptysis.  Dr.  Bkya^  Robinson,  was,  in  his  day,  a 
iff«M<ms  adrocate  for  their  employment.  He  accounts  for  their 
govi  effects,  hy  a  constriction,  which  he  presumes  they  occasion 
in  tlie  extreme  Teasels  throughout  the  system.  Whatever  benefit 
may  result  from  the  nausea  induced  by  emetics,  we  are  couTinced 
tkat  tbe  act  of  Toasiting  would  rs/ther  increase,  than  diminish  the 
flow  of  blood  in  cases  of  simple  hsraoptysis.  Cvllen  informs  us, 
that  he  was  Induced  to  make  trial  of  them,  upon  the  recommen- 
datfoB  ef  RoBfifsoN ;  but  tliat  in  one  case  they  prodn<:ed  so  consi- 
denWe  an  iofcrease  of  ^e  hemorrhage,  that  the  p<>f%ibility  of  a 
similar  occurrence  prevented  him  from  their  further  trial.  Whe- 
ther there  may  not  occur  certain  cases  of  symptomatic  haemopty- 
sis  ie  which  emetics  would  be  beneficial,  we  are  not  prepared  to 
determiae.  Stoll  describes  a  species  of  bilious  hsBmoptysis,  as 
he  terms  it,  occurring  without  fever,  but  with  the  most  de<Hded 
gastric  8ym]it6ma;'iD  which  hef  states,  that  he  has  frequently  Itnown 
a  single  emetic  pet  a  stop  to  the  haemorrhage. 

Of  the  beneficial  effects  resulting  from  blisters  applied  to  the 
tfioraX)  when  the  symptoms  of  haemoptysis  persist  subsequently  to 
free  blood  letting,  Itc.  there  can  be  little  doubt,  notwithstanding 
their  proscription  by  certain  {practitioners.  CffoMEL,  quoting 
MmTCNS,  speaks  decidedly  in  their  favour,^at  this  period  t)f  the 
disease ;  and  Dr.  Currie  of  this  city,  assures  us,  that,  when  the 
hemorrhage  has  been  of  some  days  continuance,  he  has  frequent- 
ly known  it  to  be  speedily  arrested  by  a  blister  to  the  chest.  Of 
the  good  effects  of  blistering  in  haemoptysis,  when  properly  timed, 
we  can  ourselves  bear  ample  testimony. 

Id  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  aAer  bleeding,  the  application 
of  cold  to  the  thorax  and  arm  pits,  by  means  of  cloths  wrung  out 
of  cold  water,  or  cold  vinegar  and  water,  is  recommended  by 
many  respectable  writers ;  nevertheless,  we  cannot  but  consider 
the  remedy  as  one,  tiie  propriety  of  which,  is  extremely  doubt- 
ful, particularly  when  it  is  continued  for  any  length  of  time.  We 
should  apprehend  from  it,  indeed,  the  production,  not  unfrequent- 
ly,  of  catarrhal  symptoms,  or  even  of  pulmonary  inflammation :  in 


extreme  castfS  bowcvcr,  (lie  cviilence  in  its  Juvour  i^  stauli,  as 
ivoiilil  nppear  tg  nncrsnt  ilH  emploj'mcDl. 

The  internai  use  oC  cold  water,  has  nlso  been  propoieil.  It 
ivas  euploycil  by  Da  IbRn,  ■inii,  we  nre  B«!jure(l,  vi'ilh  success. 
Ho£FM>s,  likewise,  grcnlly  eKtoUil,  and  PiitFxnnd  Dricheteav  re- 
comoteDd  its  use,  ii)  conjunclion  with  Ibe  external  applicalion  ol' 
ciMd  air,  bjreduciogtLe  temperature  ol'lhe  almnsphere  inlhe  pa- 
tient's chtimber;  in  summer,  by  the  free  admission  of  the  exter- 
nal air,  and  by  sprinklicig;  Ibe  floor  with  colil  WAter;  in  winter,  by 
allowing  lillle  or  no  fire,  and  by  sliglilly  covering  the  palienlwilli 
clothes.  To  acerlain  e&lent,  (hi^  practice  may,  with  great  proprie^ 
ty,  be  imitated.* 

In  those  cases  of  haemoptysis  in  which,  after  the  free  use  of  (lie 
lancet,  of  re  frige  ran  ta,  &c.,  the  bsmorrhage  still  continues,  or  in 
those  in  which  general  bleeding  has  not  been  thought  ndmis^ible, 
we  are  directed,  purlicularly  by  the  French  practitioners,  to  pro- 
duce  a  revuUion  from  the  lungs,  by  plunging  the  hands  and  feet  of 
the  patient  in  hot  water,  rendered  somewhat  more  stimulating  by 
the  addition  of  muGtard,  or  salt,  kc.  Of  the  propriety  and  frequent 
efficacy  of  a  simitar  procedure,  there  can,  we  conceive,  be  no 
doubt. 

By  Dr.  Kosti  and  other  practitioners  of  our  own  country,  com- 
mon salt  in  fine  powder,  in  the  quantity  of  a  tea-spoon-ful,  slowly 
swallowed,  has  been  said  frequently  to  put  a  stop  to  hemorrhage 
from  the  lungs :  we  have  soeu  it  repeatedly  tried,  however,  wilb- 
oul  the  least  good  effect,  nor  do  we  consider  it  a  remedy  upon 
which  much  dependance  is  to  be  placed.  It  is  noticed  here  mere- 
ly.on  account  of  the  popularity  it  has  attalued  in  this  city,  from 
the  recommendation  of  Hush.  We  are  scarcely  ever  called  to  a 
case  of  hemoptysis,  in  which  it  has  not  been  previously  exhibited, 
either  at  the  instigation  of  the  patient  or  of  his  friends.  Were,  In- 
deed, the  effects  that  have  been  ascribed  to  the  article,  very  ge- 
nerally to  result  from  lis  employment,  (he  physician  would  seldom 
have  to  prescribe  for  a  case  of  this  disease. 

When  hismoptysis  is  attended  with  much  cough,  after  due  de- 
pletion, the  following  prescription  will  be  found  not  only  greatly 
to  relieve  this  troublesome  symptom,  but,  also,  to  produce  a 
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beneficial  result  upon  the  haemorrhage.  B  Pulr.  ipecacuanlice 
gr.  vj. — viij.,  pul?.  opii,  gr.  ij. — Hj.f  gum  acacise  gj.  ro.;  for  eight 
powdert,  one  of  which  la  to  be  taken  eyerj  three  hours. 

The  efficacy  of  ipecaeuanha,  by  itself,  as  a  remedy  in  this  dis* 
ease,  has  been  highly  ^ken  of,  particularly  by  the  German  and 
Danish  physicians.  In  the  Acts  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Copen- 
hagen, are.  a  collection  of  facts  by  Dr.  Asheix,  in  proof  of  the 
good  effects  of  the  remedy  in  pulmonary  haemorrhage.  Thii 
writer  directs  it  In-  combination  with  sugar,  in  doses  of  two-thirds 
of  a  grain  eyery  hour.  We  are  convinced,  however,  that  when 
repeated  at  such  short  intervals,  it  will  be  foAnd  almost  invari^ 
abiy  to  excite  vomiting.  In  the  prescription  formerly  mentioned^ 
we  have  employed  it  with  the  best  effects.  When  the  patient  is 
much  disturbed  by  a  cough  during  the  nighty  we  have  ezperl- 
eoced  great  advantage  from  giving,  at  bed  time,  a  pill  composed 
of  a  grain  or  two  of  opium,  with  one  of  ipecacuanha.  • 

Notwithstanding  a  judicious  employment  of  the  remedies 
already  recited,  if  the  haemorrhage  still  continues  in  any  consi» 
clerable  degree,  the  acetate  of  lead,  combined  with  opium  and 
ipecacuanha,  will'  very  generally  succeed  in  >  arresting  it,  when 
dependant  upon  simple  irritation,  and  ia  moderating  it,  when  cod«> 
nected  widi  organic  disease  of  the  lungs.  Three  to  five  grains 
of  the  acetate  of  lead,  combined  with  a  quarter  or  half  a  grain  of 
opium,  and  one  of  ipecacuanha,  may  be  administered  every  three 
hours,  or  at  shorter  intervals. 

Id  favour  of  the  sugar  of  lend  as  a  remedy  in  haemoptysis,  as 
well  as  in  every  variety  of  internal  hemorrhage^  the  annals  of 
our  science  are  replete  with  ample  evidence.  ^^  1  have  exhibited 
the  acetate  of  iead,''  observes  the  late  professor  Barton,  ^'gene- 
rally  in  combination  with  a  pittance  of  opium,  or  of  ipecacuanha ; 
and  seldom  have  I  been  disappointed  in  my  expectations  of  bene- 
fit from  the  remedy."  Heberden,  Monro,  Williamson,  Hill, 
Keynold?,  and  several  German  practitioners,  have,  also,  borne 
equally  favourable  testimony  of  its  efficacy. 

In  haemoptysis  tbe  diet  of  the  patient  is  a  subject  deserving  of 
minute  attention :  it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  the  removal  of  tbe  hae- 
morrhage, if  the  irritation  be  constantly  kept  up  by  too  much,  or 
improper,  food.  Under  those  circumstances  in  which  active  de- 
pU:tJou  has  been  directed,  a  nearly  total  abi$tinencc  from  food  will 
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be  required:  (lie  pnllent  being  Bltowei!  liflle  else  limn  lettionaclp, 
ot  biirley,  rice,  or  gum  water,  slijlitty  acidulated,  Inkun  colJ,  ami  in 
moderaliDn.  Under  other  circumstances,  the  diet  should  be  orauch 
a  quality,  and  so  restricted  in  quaiitity,  as  (o  guard  againet  even 
tbe  possibility  of  its  increasing  or  exciliog  the  hEemorrhagic  irri- 
tation. With  these  precepts  in  mind,  the  judicious  physician  wit! 
be  led  at  once  to  a  correct  decision  in  regard  to  tbe  articles  of 
food  lo  which  the  patient  is  lo  be  confined. 

By  the  plan  of  treatment  which  has  been  now  detailed,  we  are 
persuaded  thai  most  cases  of  simple  heemoptysis  will  sooner  or 
later  be  arrested.'  We  pass  by  in  silence,  a  long  list  of  astringent 
and  tonic  remedies,  that  have  been  recommended  by  different 
writers  for  its  cure.  When  the  haimorrbage  is  attended  with 
fever,  or  occurs  in  the  young  and  robust,  it  Js  confessed  on  all 
hands  that  their  employment  would  be  improper;  and  if  the  pa- 
thology of  ihe  disease  which  we  have  given,  be  correct,  it  will  be 
perceived  that,  even  in  the  most  feeble  subjects,  there  exists  a  local 
irritation  of  the  lungs,  which  the  employment  of  tonics  and  as- 
tringents cannot  fall  in  most  instances  to  increase. 

In  tbe  absence  of  the  hiemorrhage,  we  arelo  endeavour,  by 
every  means  in  onr  power,  to  prerenl  its  return  in  fuinre.  To 
elTect  this  the  patient  is  carefully  lo  abstain  from  all  the  circum- 
stances which  have  been  enumerated  as  exciting  causes  of  the 
disease :  he  is  lo  be  nourished  by  a  simple,  unirrilaling  and  mode- 
rate diet;  to  lake  regular  and  gentle  ciercise  on  horaeback,  by 
sailing,  or  on  fool;  and,  when  much  debilitated,  lo  wear  flannel 
next  his  skin..  When  Ihe  liajmoirhage  lias  arisen  from,  or  been 
connected  with,  some  organic  In^sion  of  Ibe  lungs  or  other  vis- 
cera, we  are,  of  course,  to  endeavour,  by  an  appropriate  treal- 
meot,  to  restore  these  parts  lo  Lhcir  healthy  condition.  *  > 


Article  V. — Case  of  Lumbar  Abictis,  connected  with  Jiieita,  cic- 
curnng  in  ihe  Ballimore  JUim-Howt.  By  Thomas  H.  Wright, 
M.  D.,  physician  lo  that  inslilulion. 

Marv  Schvlah,  aged  22,  was  admilted  into  llie  house  on  Ihe  'th 

of  May,  imt;   her  general  heallli  much  impaired;  cuunlenaiKe 
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pallid ;  great  debility ;  pulse  frequent  and  small ;  some  intumes* 
cence  of  the  abdomen ;  slight  oedema  of  the  legs;  catamenia  sup- 
pressed ;  f  uppoa^d  by  herself  to  be  pregnant ;  and  had  gonorrhoea. 

Shortly  after  being  relieved  of  gonorrhoea,  she  complaiped  of 
pain  in  the  right  hip,  with  tome  swelling  of  the  part,  a  sense  of 
tor^&ess  QpoD  pressQce,  pain  and  difficulty  of  motion  in  the  right 
limb,  and  some  increase  of  fever.  An  epispastic  to  the  hip  re* 
moyed  the  pain,  and  by  the  use  of  nitrous  and  antimonial  medi- 
cines, the  fever  was  abated,  considerably^  though  never  entirely 
removed.  A  few  days  after  recovery  from  pain  and  swelling  of 
the  hipi  considerable  tenderness  was  experienced  in  the  rightsidei 
about  the  hepatic  region,  which,  like  the  pain  of  the  hip,  yielded 
JD  a  few  day«  to  the  effects  of  an  epispastic  and  diaphoretics. 

S<Niie.coinpIaiat  b^iog  made,  five  or  six  weeks  after  admissio^i, 
of  weight  and  pressure. in  the  uterine  region,  examination  ^^per 
▼aginam"  was  practised,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
atems  aad  determine  the  presumption  of  pregnancy.  The  uterus 
being  found  in  its  proper  situation,  and  of  the  size  common  to  that 
organ,  the  patient  was  pronounced  not  pregnant,  and  her  condi- 
tion attribated  to  chronic  visceral  derangement, '  with  tendency 
to  abdominal  dropey.  The  belly  was  now  more  tumid  than  natural ; 
with  some  degree  of  fluctuation  on  percussion,  and  sensibility  to 
lireasure  over  the  abdomen,  especially  about  the  hepatic  region. 

From  tbia  time  the  patient  underwent  a  variety  of  treatment ; 
chiefly  such  a  union  of  the  alterative,  aperient  and« tonic  plan,  as 
teemed  adapted  to  existing  circumstances,  and  calculated  to  coun- 
teract the  apparent  tendency  to  the  asthenic  form  of  dropsy.  For 
some  weeks  there  was  very  little  obvious  change  of  her  general 
state ;  the  abdomen  rather  increased  in  volume,  but  was  not  greatly 
distended;  the  anasarca  of  the  lower  extremities  continued;  the  left 
more  oedematous  than  the  right.  The  pulse  always  frequent  and 
small,  though  not  remarkably  hurried :  little  or  no  febrile  heat ; 
thirst  not  unusual,  and  no  complaint  of  particular  pain  in  any  part 
of  the  body.  After  the  affection  of  the  hip  was  removed,  there 
was  no  pain  or  difficulty  of  motion  of  the  lower  limbs,  the  patient 
could  lie  on  either  side,  and  could  sit  up,  and  occasionally  walk 
about  the  ward,  though  the  power  of  exertion  and  motion  was 
necessarily  much  restricted  by  general  debility. 

The  condition  of  the  patient  varied  but  little,  from  the  middle 
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of  June  to  the  laller  part  of  July,  at  which  time  the  si*ns  ofonn- 
sUluIional  failure  became  more  manifest  and  dedJeil;  llie  intu- 
mescence of  the  abJomen  was  sensibly  auE^mented,  ncconipanled 
by  g;reat  prostration  of  strength,  more  frequency  and  feebleness  of 
pulse,  and  some  hurry  and  labour  of  respiration  afler  efTurta  to 
more  or  talk;  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  was  perceJreil  sftme 
degree  of  cough,  which,  if  existing  at  all  in  the  former  part  of 
her  Illness,  was  so  slight  as  to  have  esciled  no  attention  on  the 
part  of  ihe  patient  or  her  attendants. 

The  symptoms  denoting  a  serious  waste  of  the  vital  energies, 
now  became  every  day  more  obvious  and  nrgent,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate patient  sunk  exhausted  on  the  21sl  of  August,  One  cir- 
cumstance, occurring  in  the  progress  of  this  case,  has  been  omilled 
in  the  general  description  of  symptoms,  as  deserving  particular 
notice,  from  the  peculiar  relation  which  it  was  afterwards  dis- 
covered to  hold  with  the  true  nature  of  the  principal  morbid  con- 
dition, disclosed  hy  "post  mortem"  esamination.  Two  or  three 
weeks  prior  to  the  death  of  the  patient,  she  complained  of  par- 
ticular soreness  and  sensibility  constantly  prcsenl  at  one  spot  in 
the  right  iliac  region,  and  mentioned  the  eiisleuceof  a  tumour  at 
the  poiol  referred  to  as  the  seat  of  pain.  On  examination,  an  un- 
usual prominence  was  evident  immediately  beloiv  the  superior 
spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  The  tumour  was  small,  tense,  and 
somewhat  painful  to  the  touch,  without  etident  marks  of  inllam- 
mation,  communicating,  on  pressure,  a  sense  of  elastic  resistance 
from  fluid  within;  which  seemed  to  present  either  directly  through 
Ihe  tendinous  fascia  of  the  descending  oblique  muscle,  near  its 
lower  border,  or,  having  passed  under  the  margin  of  the  trans- 
versalis,  to  press  forward  the  integuments,  and  formed  a  tumour 
over  and  upon  the  oblique  fascia  (Poupart's  ligament,)  just  below 
the  anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium.  The  tumour 
was  noticed  as  remarkable,  and  ils  resemblance  lo  an  occasional 
(though  rare)  presentation  of  the  matter  of  lumbar  abscess,  was 
mentioned  on  its  examination:  but  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
slat«  of  abdominal  dropsy  and  general  anasarca,  it  was  Ihouglit 
poniblc  Ibat  the  fluid  accumulated  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen 
might  point,  or  present,  in  thi;  manner  dascribeJ,  in  consequence 
•f  particular  relninilnn,  or  dimini^hc^  resistance  of  the  waits  cri 
he  ubdnmen  at   Ihat   point,     (tu  sulisequont  inspection  of  Ihe 
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tuxnour,  the  fact  that  it  was  equally  prominent,  tense,  and  resisting 
in  every  positioo  of  the  body,  was  noticed,  as  indicating  the  pro- 
bability of  an  encysted  state  of  the  fluid  pointing  at  that  part, 
with  SQch  adhesions  to  the  abdominal  muscles  within,  that  the 
latter  had  become  invoWed  as  part  of  the  sac  or  cyst  in  front, 
and  the  external  tumour  thus  formed  or  presented  from  the  con 
tinual  grafitation  of  the  fluid  in  that  directiqp. 

Di$i€ciian,^Xyu  raising  the  external  obliique  muscle  from  the 
apine  of  the  ilium,  and  dissecting  the  fascia  towards  the  pubis,  an 
opening  was  made  into  the  cavity  of  the  tumour,  just  described, 
from  which  purulent  matter  flowed  in  a  full. stream;  iind  it  was 
now  efident  that  the  tumour  had  constituted  the  depending  and 
prominent  point  of  a  great  abscess.  Froo^.the  diseased  state  of 
the  parts  at  which  the  matter  passed  out,  it,  was  difficult  to  de- 
termine the  exact)  original  pomt  of  it9  escape.. 

A  ragged  opening,  large  enough  to  admit  a  finger,  communicat- 
ed, at  the  time  of  dissecting,  with  the  sheath  of  the  femoral  ves- 
sels ;  so  that  the  artery,  nerv  i,  and  vein,  lay  on  the  pubal  side  of 
the  sinii&,  or  track,  through  which  the  matter  presented  externally ; 
the  edge  or  border  of  Poufart^s  ligament  was  somewhat  indented 
or  wasted  away,  by  ulceration,  near  its  pubic  attachipent:  a  quan- 
titj  of  matter  had  passed  down  by  the  sides  of  the  femoral  ves- 
sels, towards  the  insertion  of  the  psoas  and  iliacus  muscles.  It 
seems  probable  that  the  matter  first  passed  out  below  the  margin 
of  the  trans versalls,  on  the  external  or  iliac  side  of  the  femoral 
vessels,  and  afterwards  communicated  directly  with  the  sheath  of 
those  vessels  by  ulceration  of  the  intervening  iliac  fascia,  and 
cellular  sobstance.  The  copious  flow  of  matter,  and  the  direc- 
tion whence  it  issued,  disclosed  the  existence  of  lumbar  abscess ; 
and  upon  slitting  up  the  abdominal  walls,  a  large  cyst  or  sac 
was  discovered,  occupying  the  whole  of  the  right  iliac  region  or 
cavity,  and  extending  from  the  deepest  concave  surface  of  the 
loins,  to  which  the  sac  was  firmly  attached,  down  to  its  outlet  at 
the  top  of  the  thigh.  The  sac  was  rounded  and  prominent  in  front ; 
and,  before  part  of  the  matter  had  escaped  from  the  opening  made 
in  dissection,  the  sac  must  have  presented  a  somewhat  regular 
tnmour,  occupying  the  whole  iliac,  and  part  of  the  abdominal 
»pace  of  the  right  side. 

When  the  sac  of  the  abscess  was  partly  slit  up  from  the  open- 
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iii^  nt  tlip  gruiii,  it  wa^  Ji»coverecl  (hat  (here  nere  two  ■cparate 
and  distinct  aliscesses ;  one  directly  over  and  upon  the  other ;  each 
having  its  onn  proper  cyst  tvithout  any  communication  between 
the  two.  The  iDferior  abaceas,  being  emptied  of  pm,  presenleJ 
a  cavity  extending  from  the  top  of  the  thigh  to  the  crus  of  the 
diaphragm,  with  some  few  bnnda  or  tendinous  slips  (the  remains 
of  the  wasted  psona)  standing  across  the  cavity.  The  hollow 
•pnce  (bed  of  the  absceaa)  was  also  traversed  by  an  irregular  net 
*if  blood-vessels,  anil  by  the  nerves  from  the  lumbar  vertebne, 
which  run  across  the  iliiic  regiim,  to  be  distributed  as  the  snperti- 
cial  or  cutaneous  nerves  of  the  front  and  oiilnide  of  the  Ihigb. 
On  all  those  vessels  and  nerves  running  through  the  abscess,  a  good 
deal  of  rough,  flocculent  deposit  had  formed,  giving  them  Ft  thick- 
ened and  rough  appearance.  The  lumbiir  vertebree,  within  tlic 
litnils  of  the  abscess,  were  not  obviously  diseased,  farther  than  by 
the  signs  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  periosteum  and  ligaments; 
that  is,  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  were  not  afl"ecled  by  caries, 
but  the  transverse  processes  of  two  of  the  vertebrie  were  rough 
and  hare  at  the  points,  and  broke  down  easily  on  pressnre- 

The  matter  of  this  abscess  was  of  a  uniform,  pale  yellow  or 
straw  colour,  consistent,  inodorous,  without  any  loose  Rocculent 
masses,  or  coagula  of  blood;  in  short,  nearly  the  pure  homoge- 
neous lluiJ  of  common  suppurution  :  the  quantity,  perhaps  three 

The  superior  abscess,  the  separate  cyst  or  sac  of  matter  lying 
nbove  and  upon  the  head  of  the  other,  (the  true  lumbar  abscess,) 
contained  two  or  three  pounds  of  greenish-yellow  pus,  perfectly 
homogeneous;  its  situation  and  cbarucler  were  considered  very 
remarkable  and  of  difficult  explanation,  until  the  question  was 
asked  by  a  gentleman  present  at  the  dissection,  "What  has  become 
of  the  right  kidney  ?"  it  was  then  obvious  enough,  that  this  supe- 
rior distinct  sac  of  matter,  was  the  right  Itidney,  degenerated  into 
an  abscess;  the  outlines  of  the  sac  still  preserved  distinctly  the 
kidney  form  ;  the  whole  interior  structure  of  the  giand  was  melt- 
ed down,  anil  the  sac  or  cyst  formed  of  the  thickened  '^  tunica 
propia"  of  the  kidney  and  the  reflected  peritoneum,  uolted  by 
adhesion.  The  cyst  was  easily  separable  into  two  laminse,  cor- 
responding with  those  two  coverings,  and  was  nnited,  over  its 
whole  inferior  surface,  with  the  sac  of  the  true  lumbar  abscess, 
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on  fvhich  it  lies.  The  interior  of  the  sac  was  very  smooth,  and 
presented  three  separate  ^^saccuU^'  or  cavities,  apparently  dila- 
tations of  the  cellSf  (botjla;,  infandibula,)  in  which  the  ^^  tubuli 
urioiferi"  terminated.  That  this  abscess  commenced  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  kidney,  and  was  formed  in  the  manner  suggested,  was 
rendered  probable,  also,  by  an  examination  of  the  led  kidney ; 
which  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  exhibited  a  small  quantity  of  mat- 
ter deposited  in  the  cells,  behind  the  pelvis. 

Besides  the  very  extensive  abscess  existing  in  this  case,  dis- 
section disclosed  a  variety  and  extent  of  morbid  degeneracy 
seldom  occurring  in  the  same  subject,  and  calculated  to  excite 
astooisbment  that  life  could  be  so  long  maintained  amidst  such  ex- 
tensive impair  and  ruin  of  so  many  and  so  important  structures. 
It  will  be  remembered,  that  this  case  was  regarded  and  treated 
MM  ooe  of  chronic  visceral  derangement  of  the  liver,  spleen,  &c., 
complicated  with  abdominal  dropsy.  On  opening  the  peritoneal 
cavity,  it  was  found  filled  with  the  common  serous  infusion,  con- 
stituting dropsy  of  the  abdomen.  The  liver  was  greatly  enlarg- 
ed, of  a  dark  chocolate  colour,  with  numerous  bands  of  firm 
adhesion  to  the  diaphragm,  spleen,  stomach,  &c.;  the  convex  sur- 
face of  the  liver  was  studded  with  dense  patches  of  effused  lymph, 
and  some  vesicles  containing  serum ;  its  interior  structure,  dense, 
and  very  hard  from  great  congestion.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance of  abscess. 

The  spleen  was  enlarged  to  a  very  great  size,  with  many  strong 
adhesions  to  the  diaphragm  and  adjacent  viscera;  like  the  spleen, 
it  was  very  dark,  and  formed  a  dense  firm  mass  throughout :  the 
long  axis  of  the  spleen  presented  down  the  iliac  region^  its  infe- 
jior  extremity  approaching  the  crest  of  the  ilium. 

The  kidney  of  the  left  side,  it  has  already  been  remarked,  was 
greatly  enlarged,  and  its  tendency  to  abscess  was  mnnifiested,  by 
a  small  collection  of  matter  in  its  ducts  near  the  pelvis. 

When  the  thorax  was  opened,  the  pericardium  presented  itself 
distended  by  fluid,  (hydrops  pericardii,)  containing,  by  conjecture, 
more  than  a  pint  of  water.  The  heart  was  of  large  size,  but  ap- 
parently sound :  its  interior  was  not  examined. 

The  SHC  of  the  pleura,  on  the  left  side,  was  filled  with  water ; 
(hydrolhorax  of  the  pleura  pulmonalis;)  and  when  cut  open,  the 
interior  of  the  sac  was  studded  with  productions  or  points,  very 


while,  much  rciteinbling  lliose  of  llie  pnpillx  seen,  Hfter  roacc- 
ration,  ou  Ihe  villous  coat  or  (lie  stomach  of  bruleit.  Many  of  llie 
emineaces  nilhin  (he  sac  orihe  pleura,  were  half  an  inch  in  lenglh  ; 
on  its  exiernal  (cfjslo-laleral)  surface,  ihe  sac  adhered  firmly  lo 
the  pleurn  coatalis,  aod  the  latter  throughout  (he  dtis  and  inier- 
coatal  muscles. 

The  left  lung,  lying  mocernled  id  wa(er,  wae  so  wasted,  Ihin, 
and  changed,  as  to  present  litlle  appearance  of  pulmonary  struc- 
ture when  drawn  out  of  its  sac;  iia  posterior  pari,  near  the  root, 
presented  something  of  the  pulmonary  cellular,  or  tubular  cha- 
racter, and  when  cut  into  in  tnaay  places,  pus  oozed  out  freely 
from  every  poiol ;  not  from  cysls,  absccsaes,  or  tubercles,  of  which 
there  was  no  appearance,  hut  fronfi  all  the  divided  cells,  or  lubuU 
of  the  lungs. 

The  right  pleural  sac  contained  no  water;  Ihe  long,  rather 
small,  exhibiled  externally  nearly  Ihe  natural  appearance.  When 
cut  open  in  various  places,  mailer  flowed  out  of  the  divided  cells 
or  tubes,  as  from  the  diseased  lung  on  the  left  side.  The  dissec- 
tion was  prosecuted  no  farther. 

Many  features  of  (his  case  seem  extraordinary,  when  viewed 
in  connexion  with  (he  circumstances  displayed  by  dissection-  That 
both  a  great  lumbar  and  renal  abscess  should  exist  with  so  partial 
signs  of  such  extensive  organic  deslruclion,  Is  very  remarkable. 
Neither  the  frequent  chills,  the  deep  sealed  pain  of  the  loins,  the 
great  numbness  at  the  top  of  ihe  thigh,  with  immobilKy  of  the 
limb,  which  ^re  described  as  characteristic  of  (he  formation  of  lum- 
bar absccH,  attended  Ihe  disease  in  (be  present  instance  in  any  ap- 
preciable degree-  Lxccpl  the  pain  and  swelling  about  the  hip,  of 
two  or  three  days'  conlinuiince,  the  pa(icnl  complained  of  no  pain 
10  great  as  to  cause  particular  inconvenience.  The  back  was  not 
referred  to  as  particularly  painful;  and  throughout  her  illness, 
she  possessed  the  use  and  movements  of  the  right  limb  equally 
with  the  left,  notwilhslanding  the  psoas  and  iliac  muscles  were 
wasted  by  suppuration.  It  is  possible,  and  indeed  probable, 
from  the  extensive  deslruclion  of  the  parts,  that  both  abscesses 
had  formed  prior  lo  (he  admission  of  (he  patient  into  (he  Alms 
House;  hence  (he  signs  proper  to  (he  early  or  forming  s(a[e,  had 
passed  by.  Slill  it  is  surprising  (hat  auch  abscesses,  in  their  more 
chronic  s(ale,  ^lioiild  have  involved  so  little  distress  of  feeling,  or 
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loss  of  power  and  motion,  in  the  parts  affected  by  the  disease; 
and  equally  strange,  that  the  constitution  should  have  manifested 
such  partial  and  tardy  sympathy  with  9uch  serious  devastation  of 
strocture. 

It  may  be  farther  remarked,  that  the  character  of  this  abscess 
was  somewhat  peculiar  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  contained 
fluid.  The  matter  was  a  uniform,  consistent  pus^  without  either 
the  flocc«lent,  cord-like  masses,  or  the  coagula  of  blood  which 

« 

generally  abound  In  lumbar  abscesses.  The  tumour  in  the  groin 
io  this  case,  by  the  gravitation  of  the  matter,  did  not  at  all  recede 
in  the  recumbent  posture  of  the  patient,  and  could  only  be  par- 
tiailj  diminished  by  firm  pressure.  This,  perhaps,  in  the  present 
instance,  was  partly  the  effect  of  pressure  on  the  abscess  by  the 
water  in  the  peritoneal  cavity ;  but  in  all  cases  of  psoas  abscess, 
which  1  have  seen  presentidg  at  the  same  point,  i.  e.  near  the 
spine  of  the  ilium,  the  external  tumour  remained  the  same  in  a^ 
postures,  and  could  scarcely  be  repressed.  This  fact  is  opposed 
to  the  assertion  of  writers,  that  a  recession  of  the  tumour  in  the 
recumbent  posture  furnishes  an  important  diagnosis  In  lumbar 
abscess. 

The  sense  of  oppression,  difficult  respiration,  and  Inability  of 
lying  fully  recumbent,  which  are  said  to  distinguish  hydrothoracic 
affections,  were  wholly  absent  In  this  case.  Although  the  patient 
laboured  under  the  formidable  complication  of  dropsy,  both  of  the 
pericardium  and  of  the  sac  of  the  pleura,  she  could  lie  equally 
well  In  every  posture,  and  her  breathing  was  free  from  any  pe- 
culiar embarrassment  until  almost  the  last  moments  of  her  life : 
and  notwithstanding  one  lung  was  nearly  annihilated,  and  the  other 
greatly  (fiseased,  a  slight  occasional  cough  was  the  only  indica- 
tion of  pneumonic  affection.  Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  said, 
that  this  case  strongly  illustrates  the  difficulty  of  detecting,  during 
life,  the  exact  seat,  nature,  and  extent  of  visceral  disease.  The 
rules  Of  diagnosis  furnished  by  writers  for  the  discrimination  of 
such  affections,  were  nearly  all  contradicted  by  the  facts  disclosed 
by  dissection  in  the  present  instance. 

This  case  establishes  a  question  in  pathology,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  some  controversy  and  discussion ;  it  proves  the  possi- 
bility of  purulent  collections  in  the  lungs,  independent  of  true 
abscess  formations ;  for  purulent  matter  abounded  in  every  part 
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of  Ihe  lungs,  yet  llierc  ivas  no  nppearance  of  vomicw,  siippiiral- 
ing  cysls,  or  tuberculous  degenerHlion ;  as  the  mailer  flowed  liom 
llic  commoD  cells  or  broucbial  ramifications. 

The  diseased  kidney  described  in  Ihe  foregoing  accouni,  is  in  the 
possession  of  Robert  Mackv  Du.vbah,  formerly  of  the  Balliranre 
Alms  House,  and  now  a  student  in  this  city.  The  history  is  com- 
municated to  us  with  the  concurrence  of  Dr.  VVbioht. 

EciTona. 
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AtiTici-E  Vl^—Catc  of  Gouly  Inflammation  euud  by   Vi 
over  the  dittoitd  part.     By  D,  Theodore  Coxe,  M.  D. 

As  every  thing  conoecled  with  Vaccination  lias  lately  been  con- 
fidered  of  importance,  and  as  even  isolated  facts  may  tend  to  6x 
Aie  still  unsettled  state  of  public  opinion  in  regard  to  many  of  its 
phenomena,  I  record  the  following  case  as  interesting  in  several 
respects. 

A  lady  of  hereditary  gouly  diathesis  had  been  inoculated  for 
the  small  pos  some  fifty  years  ago,  and  suffeied  so  severely  from 
the  disease,  that  her  life  was  several  times  despaired  of;  she 
eventually,  however,  recovered  et  the  expense  of  a  prellj  con- 
siderable pitting,  and  the  scar  upon  the  inoculated  spot  is  nearly 
the  si>:c  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar.  Some  time  since,  1  was  re- 
ijuested  by  her  to  vaccinate  her  servant  girt,  which  I  did,  and 
successfully.  She  was  herself  labouring  at  this  time  under  a  se- 
vere attack  of  gout  in  her  right  wrist,  which  was  swollen  and 
extremely  painful,  her  system  being  feverish,  Uc,  1  inserted, 
with  her  permission,  a  portion  of  Ihe  virus  into  the  affected  pari, 
with  Ihe  view  of  ascertaining  whelher  she  could  take  the  vaccine 
disease,  and  if  so,  what  effects  it  would  produce  upon  the  gout. 
Somewhat  to  my  surprise,  and  greatly  to  my  satisfaction,  she 
not  only  had  the  genuine  disease,  but  the  swelling  and  pain  irame- 
dialely  left  her  arm  ;  and  long  before  Ihe  scab  (which  by  the  way 
was  green)  had  dropped  off,  she  was  as  well  and  as  comfortable 
as  she  had  ever  been  in  her  life.  Several  physlci.ins  and  students 
ol  medicine  requested  and  obtained  a  sight  of  Ihe  arm,  mid  all 
acknowledged  it  to  be  an  interesting  case.  Tlic  cicatrix  remain- 
ing is  uf  the  genuine,  porous  kind. 
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Articlc  VIL— Detcripttofi  of  a  disease  which  occurred  in  the  Penn" 
sylvania  Institution/or  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  By  G.  B.  Wood,  M.  D., 
Physician  to  tliat  Institution. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1 824,  a  complaint  prevailed  among 
the  children  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumh,  which,  in  the  circumstances  of  its  origin,  and  the  charac* 
ter  of  its  symptoms,  presents  some  considerations  that  render  it, 
perhaps,  not  unworthy  of  being  recorded^. 

At  that  time,  the  institution  was  situated  in  a  building,  which, 
though  as  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  as  any  then  attainable,  was, 
however,  quite  inadequate  to  the  comfortable  accommodation  of 
so  large  a  family.  The  lodging  rooms  were  small  and  incapable 
of  proper  ventilation ;  and  their  insufficient  number  rendered  it 
necessary  that  each  of  them  should  be  occupied  by  at  least  four 
of  the  children.  The  yard  also  was  inconveniently  small ;  and 
the  scholars,  therefore,  as  they  could  not  be  permitted  to  ramble 
anattended  through  the  streets  of  the  city,  were  deprived,  in 
great  measure,  of  that  vigorous  exercise,  which,  in  the  young 
subject,  is  peculiarly  requisite  for  the  production  of  firm  health 
and  strength  of  constitution.  This  inconvenience  operated  with 
more  than  usual  disadvantage  upon  the  children  who  were  thus 
necessarily  confined;  for,  coming,  as  they  chiefly  did,  from  the 
country,  and  most  of  them  from  situations  in  life  which  exposed 
them  to  much  bodily  exercise,  they  felt  the  effects  not  only  of 
the  absence  of  this  essential  stimulus,  but  of  its  deprivation. 

To  the  debilitating  influence  of  confinement  upon  their  consti- 
tutions it  is  probably  attributable,  that  among  the  inmates  of  the 
institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  during  the  time  they  occupied 
thisiituation,  a  larger  proportion  than  ordinary  became  the  sub- 
jects of  disease.  In  the  same  way  we  may  account  for  the 
fact,  that  their  complaints  were  seldom  accompanied  with  a  very 
high  degree  of  excitement.  Protracted  remittents  of  the  typhoid 
character,  and  disorders  dependent  upon  derangement  of  the  di* 
gettive  organs,  were  of  frequent  occurrence ;  and,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  Inflammatory  diseases  which  made  their  appearance,  re- 
quired a  leas  active  course  of  depletion  than  among  children  of 
the  same  age  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

At  the  time  of  tlie  occurrence  of  the  complaint  which  forms 


Ihe  subject  ol'  Uiis  pnpcr,  a  pcculinrl^  disagreeable  anil  unlu-Mllhj- 
concHtlon  oflhc  house  was  adJed  to  ila  more  jiermanent  iDcunvc- 
niences.  The  privy  had  been  formed  b^  simply  parlitioning  off 
a  portion  of  Ilie  cellar ;  and  its  contents,  which  hiid  been  accumu- 
hting  for  i  long'  lime,  were  supported  on  one  eide  altogether  by 
a  feeble  wall  of  brick;  Through  this  they  had,  by  their  pressure, 
forced  a  passage,  and  inundated,  of  consequence,  Ihe  neighbour- 
ing parts  of  the  cellar.  The  air  of  the  whole  house  wus  thus 
cODlaminated;  and  its  ofTensiveness  was  iniinedialely  perceived 
npon  entering  the  outer  door. 

■The  appearance  of  the  disease  was  preceded  by  a  long  spell 
of  unuBUiilly  warm,  diimp,  and  close  weather;  which  had  llie 
double  effect  of  rendering  ihe  exhalations  of  (he  privy  more  ac- 
tive, and  of  diminishing,  by  its  own  immediate  operation,  the  ener- 
gies of  Ihe  system.  So  w:irm  was  the  atmosphere,  and  so  lolly 
saturated  with  moisture,  that,  on  passiog  into  the  streets,  a  sensa- 
tion was  experienced  almost  equal  lo  (hal  produced  by  entering 
a  vapour  bath.  This  weather  would  have  operated  injuriously  on 
the  health,  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances  ^  how  much 
more  so  when  combined  with  noxtous  eCHuvia,  and  acting  upon 
constitutions  which  other  causes  had  prepared  for  Ihe  reception 
of  disease!  Accordingly,  cases  were  observed  in  the  city,  analo- 
gous lo  those  which  occurred  in  Ihe  institution:  but  while  the 
former  were  few  and  scattered,  Ibe  laller  amounted  lo  more  thuit 
half  Ihe  number  of  Ibe  scholars.  There  were,  in  all,  aboulsixly 
inmates,  including  teachers,  pupils,  and  servants;  and  of  these,  al 
least  thirty  were  more  or  less  severely  affected. 

The  subjects  of  the  disease  were  of  various  ages,  from  liUle 
beyond  infancy  to  middle  life;  but,  among  the  adults,  Ibe  propor- 
tion of  cases  was  much  smaller  than  among  the  children,  owing, 
probably,  in  pari,  to  the  greater  susceptibility  of  Ihe  latter  cfass, 
but  chiefly  lo  their  more  frequent  and  longer  exposure  lo  Ihc 
morbific  cause;  for,  while  the  teachers,  matron,  and  servants  were 
lodged  in  the  upper  chambers  of  the  main  edifice,  and  consequently, 
US  far  as  possible  from  the  source  of  the  effluvia,  the  pupils  were 
necessarily  placed  in  a  range  of  apartments  so  situated,  as  to  ren- 
der the  exclusion  of  the  noxious  air  of  the  cellar  impraclicable- 

Though  the  symptoms  in  Ihe  different  cases  were  such  as 
clearly  to  indicate  an  idenlily  of  nalure  in  the  disease, yet  in  Ihc 
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degree  of  violence  there  was  much  diversity ;  and  a  gradation  was 
obsenrable,  from  the  mildest  affection,  scarcely  attracting  notice) 
and  demanding  little  or  no  medical  interference,  up  to  the  sever- 
est and  wM  alarming. 

The  general  character  of  the  complaint  was  that  of  fever,  with 
more  or  less  mflammatory  determination  to  the  chest.  In  its  mode- 
rate form,  it  began  with  chilliness,  and  those  other  symptoms  which 
utoally  osher  in  a  slight  febrile  paroxysm.  Then  came  heat  of 
aUn,  accelerated  pulse,  loss  of  appetite,  and  moderate  bead-ache; 
accompanied,  after  a  short  time,  with  cough  and  expectoration,  but 
withoot  coiyca,  or  any  affection  of  the  nostrils  or  throat,  such  as 
ordinarily  marks  the  commencement  of  catarrh.  In  these  cases^ 
the  patieiits,  though  not  confined  to  bed,  exhibited  much  languor 
aad  litdeMDefls,  with  a  total  InAsposition  to  exertion,  either  mental 
or  bodily,  lying  about  on  the  chairs  and  benches^and  paying  little  or 
DO  attention  to  affairs  going  on  about  them.  In  less  than  a  week| 
the  fever  generally  disappeared,  leaving  behind  it  no  other  trace 
of  the  complaint  than  a  loose  cough ;  which,  in  most  instances, 
suMded  spontaneously,  or  readily  yielded  to  very  gentle  treat- 
ment 

Tbe  serere  cases  uniformly  commenced  with  a  distinct  chill ; 
and  the  febrile  re-action  which  ensued,  was  -  often  considerable 
and  distressing.  The  pectoral  affectfon,  however,  was  not  imr 
mediately  experienced.  At  first,  indeed,  the  case  might  have 
been  mistaken  for  a  common  remittent;  but  generally,  before  the 
conclusion  of  tbe  second  day,  sometimes  lo  early  as  within  the 
first,  the  patient  began  to  complain  of  uneasiness  in  his  breast  or 
aide,  whkh,  with  the  severe  cough  that  accompanied  it,  after- 
wards became  the  prominent  feature  of  the  complaint.  The 
cough  was  marked,  at  its  very  commencement,  with  free  expec- 
toration. The  matter  discharged  varied  with  the  force,  type,  and 
period  of  the  disorder.  In  the  more  active  cases  of  inflammation, 
it  was  at  first  almost  pure  blood,  of  a  bright,  florid  colour ;  in  those 
which  exhibited  a  disposition  to  run  into  a  low  state,  though  still 
evidently  sanguineous,  it  was  dark  and  apparently  decomposed; 
when  the  symptoms  were  milder,  it  consisted  chiefly  of  mucus 
more  or  less  tinged  with  blood.  During  tbe  progress  of  the  disease, 
the  expectoration  gradually  changed  its  character ;  becoming  first 
of  a  brownish  or  chocolate  colour,  then  gradually  lighter,  and 
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ullimalely  of  u  ycllowieh-ivliile,  in  which  Slate  il  wns  conSidercil 
as  a  marli  of  approaching  convalesceace.  In  its  varying  appear- 
ance, it  alTonled  one  oT  our  Lesl  prognostics,  and  Was  always  care- 
fully cxaminijd. 

The  sensatioD  in  the  breast  did  not  appear  lobe  ihe acute  pain 
ofpleurilis  or  pneumonia  1  but  rather  thai  general  uneasiness,  stric- 
ture, and  oppression,  which  indicate  an  indammation,  less  of  Ihe 
pleura  or  substance  of  the  lungs,  than  of  the  mucous  tissue  of  tbe 
bronchia.  It  was  sometimes  exceedingly  distressing,  attended 
with  u  hurried  or  laboured  respiraiion,  and  great  general  rest- 
lessness. Occasionally,  hotreTCr,  sudden  and  severe  pains,  re- 
sembling those  of  violent  plenrlsy,  would  shoot  through  the  sides, 
and  up  (o  Ihe  shoulders,  so  exceedingly  acute,  that  the  patient, 
though  dumb,  would  scream  out  as  if  under  the  knife  of  a  sur- 
geon. But  they  were  evidently  neuralgic,  and  seated  not  within 
the  cavity  of  the  chcsl,  but  in  the  muscles  exterior  to  It;  for  they 
were  sometimes  observed  to  extend  (o  the  small  of  the  back,  nnd 
in  more  than  one  instance  attacked  the  extremities.  They  more- 
over occurred  at  all  periods  of  the  complaint,  af^r  as  well  as 
before  depletion  ;  were  seldom  speedily  or  effeciually  relieved  by 
bleeding,  but  always  gave  way  to  the  internal  use  of  opium  and 
ipccBCuanha,  combined  with  the  application  of  external  irritants, 
as  hot  spirits  of  turpentine,  or  mustard,  to  the  part  affected. 

There  was  always  more  or  less  disorder  in  the  alimentary  ca- 
nal and  i(s  appendages.  In  some  instances,  the  stomach  was  ex- 
ceedingly irritable,  throwing  up  bilious  matter  in  considerable 
quanlilies,  and  of  various  shades  of  colour.  The  alvine  evacua- 
tions were,  without  exception,  of  an  uoheallhy  character,  being 
dark  coloured  and  offensive.  In  one  or  tvvo  cases  (hey  resem- 
bled in  consistence  the  black  stools  of  fatal  yellow  fever;  in  others, 
ihey  were  comparable  to  nothing  so  exactly  as  the  mould  from 
decayed  leaves,  which  is  often  to  be  seen  in  the  waters  of  low 
wooded  grounds;  in  others  again,  Ihey  were  a  uniform  liquid, 
like  molasses  and  water.  Their  return  to  a  natural  condition, 
was  hailed  as  a  favourable  occurrence,  though  oot  always  a  sig- 
nal of  immediate  relief  to  the  palient. 

The  febrile  symplomsconlinued,  with  various  inlensiIy,lhrougb- 
oul  the  complaint,  The  pulse,  always  frequeni,  was  seldom  pos- 
sessed of  much  tension.    The  tongue  was  covered  with  n  coal  of 
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fur;  which  was  soQS^Umes  thin  and  white,  sometimes  thick  with  a 
tinge  of  yellowi  sometimes  of  a  brownish  colour,  and  in  a  few 
cases,  dry  i^d  dark,  as  in  typhus.  Delirium,  and  severe  pain  in  the 
bead,  thoi^h  not  frequent,  were  of  occasional  occurrence ;  and  in 
one  case,  the  local  affection  appeared  to  have  been  transferred 
altogether  from  the  lungs  to  the  brain.  The  delirium  usually  cha- 
racterized by  muttering,  attended  the  typhous  form,  into  which  the 
complaint  sometimes  degenerated.    In  these  little  motes,  however, 
no  motion  of  the  lips,  nor  sound  of  the  voice,  was  observable ;  the 
wandering  of  the  mind,  and  the  debility  of  intellect,  were  marked  by 
feeble  attempts  to  spell  in  their  usual  way  by  manual  sig^s,  while 
one  accustomed  to  their  motioos,  might  readily  perceive,  that 
ibeir  words  were  frequently  but  half  formed,  and  with  little  or  no 
aahni  dependence,  like  the  muttered  sounds  which  escape  those 
who,  in  a  similar  condition  of  the  system,  have  the  faculty  of  ar- 
tioolation.^  The  fever  was  generally  attended  with  exacerbations 
and  remissions,  similar  to  those  of  oor  autumnal  endemic ;  and  in 
a  few  instances  in  which  it  survived  the  local  affection  for  several 
days,  it  wa|  not  distinguishable  from  an  ordinary  remittent.     The 
duration  of  the  complaint,  in  its  severer  forms,  was  never  less 
then  a  week,  pflen  extended  to  two  or  three  weeks,  and  once,  at 
least,  exceeded  a  month. 

As  to  its  nature,  a  few  words  will  embrace  all  that  need  be 
said.  The  more  violent  cases  bore,  in  their  general  aspect,  a 
strong  resemblance  to  that  form  of  pectoral  inflammation,  which 
is  Qsoally  known  by  the  name  of  bilioui  pleurisy^  or  of  bilioui 
pneumtmitLi  or  in  its  low  type,  of  typhoid  pnmmumia.  There  were, 
however,  sevei^ii  peculiarities.  The  early  occurrence  of  free 
expectoration,  and  the  nature  of  the  local  sensations,  which,  ex- 
cept in  the  instances  of  muscular  pain  before  alluded  to,  were  sel- 
dom very  acute,  pointed  to  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  bronchia,  as 
the  principal  seat  of  the  inflammatory  action ;  nor  do  1  believe, 
that  either  the  substance  of  the  lungs,  or  their  in?esting  membrane, 
was  tiuittrially  affected.  It  is  true,  that  among  the  inmates  of 
the  asylum,  i  had  no  opportunity  of  verifying  my  opinion  by  the 
evidence  of  dissection ;  for  happily  the  cases  were  all  brought  to 
a  favourable  termination ;  but  about  the  same  period,  an  instance 
of  disease  very  similar  in  its  character,  came  under  my  notice  out 
of  the  institution ;  which,  being  comphcated  with  the  morbid  ten- 


dencies  of  ilii!  puerperal  sWe,  rcsisled  Uie  means  ot  cure  (Iml 
wereeroplayed,^'")  gave  me  a  chnnce  of  inspecling  ihe  condi- 
lioa  of  the  Utnga  alter  dentli.  The  pleura,  ia  this  cane,  exIiibileJ 
no  vestiges  at'  recent  inSammnlion  ;  a  portion  of  oue  lobe  of  the 
lungi  appeared  to  be  the  ieat  ofsanguineous  engorgement,  without 
ulceralioD,  Buppuralion,  or  change  of  structure ;  but  .the  eviileu* 
ces  ofa  severe  bronchiliB  ivere  presenleil,  as  well  in  the  auffuseJ 
appearance  of  the  mucous  membrane,  ae  in  the  abundant  jellowish 
secretion  which  filled  the  lube.4  themselves.  But,  whether  the 
pectoral  affection  was  simple  bronchitis,  or  bronchitis  complicated 
with  pulmonnrj  intlammalloD,  (his  much  seemed  to  be  certiun, 
that  it  was  a  mere  accessary  to  the  complainl,  and  did  not  conslj'r. 
tute  its  basis,  or  its  essence.  For,  independently  of  the  Ikct,  tbai 
in  two  ca.'>es,  the  inflammation  look  other  directions,  in  one,  to 
the  head,  in  the  other,  to  the  bowels,  it  was  proved  to  be  nlto- 
gelher  secondary  by  the  precedence,  for  more  than  twenty-four 
hours,  of  the  febrile  aymptoms.  The  disease  appeared  to  me  to 
be  idiopathic  fever  of  the  renulteot  character,  arising  from  niias- 
mata  generated  within  Ihe  building,  and  complicated  with  bron- 
chial inflammation  i  the  result  probably  of  a  predispositiOD  of  body 
derived  from  the  peculiar  condition  of  (he  atmosphere.  I  am 
aware,  thai  ia  advancing  this  opinion,  I  am  subjecting  myself  to 
Ihe  derision  of  the  omniscient  modern  French  school  of  medicine ; 
which,  in  Ihe  antecedent  fever,  would  perceive  a  simple  gastritis, 
or.gastro-enleritis,  and  in  the  aifection  of  the  chcsl,  a  very  oalu- 
ral  extension  of  iuflammalion  from  the  mucous  lining  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  to  the  analogous  structure  in  the  bronchia.  Uy 
vision,  however,  has  not  yet  become  so  clear;  and  I  still  continue 
to  consider  our  ordinary  fevers  as  a  complication  of  disordered 
actions,  probably  commencing  in  (he  nervous  system,  bul  depend- 
ing as  little  upon  the  accompanying  irritation  of  the  stomach,  as 
upon  Ihe  equally  constant  derangement  in  the  cerebral,  the  cir- 
culatory, the  cutaneous,  or  the  general  secretory  function.  But 
HS  this  paper  was  intended  to  be  practical,  1  shall  omit  further 
■peculation,  and  proceed  to  a  detail  of  the  trealment. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  in  the  management  of  these 
cases,  crery  facihty  was  presented,  ami  all  auxiliary  means  af- 
forded, which  Ihe  practitioner  could  possibly  desire.  The  disease 
wu»  usually  seen  and  encuuntorcd  in  il:  incipient  ^tngc ;  every 
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neasore  prqKwe^  was  carried  fally  and  faitkfbUj  into  effect,  and 
the  general  comfort  of  the  children  watched  over  by  the  matron^ 
with  *oare  nod  teudetneM  wliich  were  eqaalled  ooljr  by  her  drli- 
geoce  orakill  as  a4ior8e ;  the  patieDto  themselves,  tai^ht  to  place 
the  aMxrt  URbomded  confidence  in  those  f^  whose  charge  they 
were  CMMHtKid,  not  only  sahmitted  without  a  mnmrar  to  whail* 
eirer  waa-iihMied  advlseable  in  the  way  of  remedy  or  restriction, 
b«l  ezevdaed^tt  ftdth  In  the  efficacy  of  the  means  employed,  wMch, 
prabably,  oontrlboted  to  insvre  their  faroarable  hiflmnce.  An- 
othet  advantage  oTno  lltHe^Taliie  was  paoseaped  fan  the  assistance 
of  iiy  -friend  Dr.  Emleit  ;  who  being  iMOciated'  with  ine  in  the 
svperlntendenoe  of  the'Jnstltdflon,  though  the  present 
hirtem  of  attendance,  chcferfoily  afforded  his  cennsel  hi 
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ii  the  severer  cases  we  umformly  began  tiie  treatment  by  the 
swlinhdslratlon  of  an  active  emetiCi  composed  generally  of  ipeca* 
cnaaha  and  tartarised  antimony.  VMs  was  immediately  followed 
by  n  cathtttic  of  calomel,  either  cotfMned  with  rhnbarb  or  jalap 
sil  the  ttne  ^  its  ^zfaibiUon,  or  carried  throogh  the  bowels  l^y 
large  deaee^^  senna  and  epsom  salts,  given  a  few  hoars  aAer- 
wardL  The-  primsi  vIsb  were  tfans  cleared  of  fonl  and  irritating 
acGamoiations;  and  a  general  impression  was  made,  which,  if  it 
did  not  arrest  the  ^sease,  appeared  to  moderate  its  violence,  and 
to  give  a  check  hi  the  outset^  which  was  felt  dorlng  its  whole 
fotore  progress.  The  practice  was  peculiarly  beneficialin  eases 
of  disorder  of  the  stomach,  dependent  upon  the  presence  of  great 
<|ouitlties  of  vitiated  bile.  The  naosea  was  generally  quieted ; 
and  articles  subsequently  prescribed  were  taken  without  disgust, 
and  retained  without  difficulty. 

As  soon  as  pain  began  to  be  felt  in  the  chest,  blood-letting  was 
resorted  to;  and  the  operation  was  repeated  once,  twice,  or  even 
more  frequently,  as  the  symptoms  seemed  to  require  :  but  in  no 
case  would  the  system  support  very  free  evacuation  in  this  way. 
In  general  not  more  than  six,  eight,  or  ten  ounces  could  be  with- 
drawn at  once,  without  inducing  depression  of  the  pulse,  faint* 
ness,  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  The  blood,  however, 
opon  its  coagulation,  exhibited  the  sizy  surface  and  contracted 
edges  usoally  associated  with  high  inflammation  ;  and  its  abstrac- 
tioo  was  followed  by  speedy,  and  often  very  great  relief  to  the 


L 


SI  OUlGINAt  COMMtmiCATIONS. 

]itilieii(.  In  coDnciion  with  the  lancet,  cnpa  or  lecclics  lt>  liic 
Gi<le8,  or  brensl,  or  back,  were  emplojiet]  with  manifest  advaatagc. 
Bliitera  were  also  applied  freely  over  the  parts  affeclet),  and 
rarely  without  more  or  less  benefit.  Iq  the  use  of  this  last  re- 
medy, ne  did  not  feel  ourselves  bound  (o  wait  till  the  in&amma- 
tioD  had,  in  ^reat  measure,  yielded  to  the  induence  of  deplelioD. 
We  regarded  It  as  an  anxili.irj  lo  be  brought  early  into  Ihe  con- 
Hict,  not  merely  as  a  reserve  for  Ihe  completion  of  victory,  nor 
as  u  IbsI  resonrce  against  defeat.  The  impression  produced  by 
one  general,  and  one  local  bleeding,  was  usually  followed  up  by  a 
blister;  and  if  the  surface  healed  before  (he  disease  hud  entirely 
given  way,  no  delay  was  allowed  in  recurring  lo  ibe  remedy. 
Nor  was  any  difEculty  experienced  in  applying  cups  or  Iceckes, 
if  requisite,  after  the  epispastic.  If  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
cheat  was  uoder  the  effect  of  ibe  latter,  the  back  and  shoulders 
afforded  to  the  former  perhaps  as  near  an  approach  to  (he  seat  of 
the  inflammation. 

The  internal  treatment,  afler  (be  administration  of  (he  emetic 
and  cathartic,  was  directed  chiefly  lo  the  restoration  of  healthy 
hepatic  action,  and  to  the  removal  from  the  bowels  of  the  disor- 
dered and  irritating  secretions  which  continued  to  be  poured  into 
them.  For  ibis  double  purpose,  calomel  in  small  doses  was  alter- 
nated with  mild,  but  efficient  cathartics.  In  some  cases  the  mer- 
curial was  given  at  intervals  during  one  day,  and  purgatives  the 
next;  in  others  the  alternation  was  allowed  to  occupy  only  twenty- 
fonr  hours,  calomel  being  prescribed  in  the  evening,  and  followed 
up  by  the  cathartic  in  the  morning.  The  articles  employed  were 
cbte%  senna,  epsom  salts,  and  rhubarb)  the  two  first  being  ge- 
nerally directed  during  Ihe  period  of  highest  action,  (be  last  when 
the  system  began  to  flag,  and  very  free  evacuations  were  not 
admissible.  In  cases  ofirritable  stomach,  the  calomel  was  given 
in  doses  of  one  quarter  or  one-sixth  of  s  grain,  repeated  every 
bair  hour  or  hour,  (ill  the  requisite  quantity  was  taken  i  and  the 
bowels  were  opened  by  the  aeidlilz  powder,  decidedly  the  must 
jileoBant  form  in  which  C3(hartic  medicine  caa  be  administered  lo 
a  patient  affected  with  sickness  or  vomiting. 

During  (he  coDtinuaace  of  this  plan,  other  indications  were  not 
neglecleJ.  As  Ihe  fever,  though  never  entirely  absent,  was  pa- 
ruxysmal,  those  remedies  were  prescribed  which  experience  has 
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flboim  to  be  most  effectual  in  bringing  about  a  9olution  of  the 
pBTOKjink  Tbe  mild  nline  diaphoretics,  such  aa  tbe  acetate  of 
unmooia,  and  tbe  dtrate  of  potaab,  either  neatrali  or  ia  tbe  state  of 
efierfeseence,  were  giTeii  freely ;  «ad:wben  tbe  skki  was  hot  aed 
arid,  th«ir  operation  was  promoted  %y-  aMatiops  with  cool  water, 
ciltev  alooe,  or  mixed  with  Tiiiegar  or  4i«aiid|f  • 

Severe  anncQlar  |iatea^  aad  great  general  rettlesMieM,  were 
remedied  bjcombiiiiDgopiamaiid  ipecacoaaba  with  the  calomel; 
Bor  were  aaj  hijiirioiii  effects  observed  to  arise  from  tbi9  plan, 
when  adapted  to  the  state  of  actioa  existiiig  at  the  time.  Oa  the 
coDtraiy,  tbe-determinatioD  to  the  skin  thus  produced  was  ibnnd 
•fill,  not  enlj  for  the  objecte  above  mentionedi  bat  also  in  mode* 
ihe  force  of  the  internal  disease.  It  was  oqr  endeavour 
M  ftr  at  was  consistent  with  other  indications,  so  to  administer  the 
opiale,  as  that  its  influence  might  be  felt  during  the  night,  and. 
thusy  in  oonnexlon  with  the  natural  tendencies  of  the  sjatemy 
might  procure  a  period  of  refreshing  sleep. 

By  a  steady  poiaoance  of  these  measures,  with  others  of  a  less 
Important  character,  suggested  bj^temporary  symptoms,  the  com- 
plaint generally  began  to  exhibit  signs  of  amendment  in  thocourae 
<^a  week  from  its  commencement  Under  the  influence  of  the 
alterative  coarse  of  mercury,  the  alvinOi..  evacuations  became 
natoral  in  colour,  and  consistence;  and  when  tbe  gums  appeared 
to  be  slightly  touched,  an  effect  which  was  for  the  most  part 
aimed  at,  the  bronchial  secretion  exhibited,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance^  a  very  fevoorable  change.  With  the  improvement  of  the 
seciettoas,  tiie  other  morbid  affections  were  generally  moderated 
or  ceased  altogether ;  and  in  less  than  two  weeks  ti^  patient  was 
usually  pronounced  convalescent. 

But  in  a  very  few  cases,  before  this  end  was  attained,  tbe  sys- 
tem had  sunk  down  into  a  typhous  condition,  requiring  tbe  support 
of  stimulating  treatment  The  symptoms  wiiicb  marked  this  state 
were  a  very  quick,  hurried  respiration,  with  little  or  no  pain ;  a 
frequent,  weak  pulse ;  a  brown  tongue ;  a  cool  skin,  and  much 
general  restlessnes  and  distress.  Wine  whey  and  the  volatile 
alkali  were  found  to  afford  speedy  relief;  and  in  one  case,  where 
these  failed,  the  spirits  of  turpentine  was  administered  with  suc- 
cess. The  diet,  which  had  before  been  confined  to  mucilaginous, 
farinaceous,  or  acidulous  drinks,  was  now  rendered  more  stimu- 
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laling  by  the  nJililion  of  calf's  foot  jelly,  eggs  beat  up  nilli  winf 
and  wnter,  animal  brolhs,  and  other  Doumhing  articles  of  food. 
In  the  practice  of  usiog  highly  Dulritious  aliment  in  cases  of 
typhous  disease,  requiriog  a  stimulatiog  treatment,  1  follow  in  the 
steps  of  my  respected  preceptor,  Dr.  P arm sh,  whose  etpcrience 
and  success  imparl  great  authority  to  his  example.  I  knon  that 
by  many  physicians  the  liberal  use  of  food  io  such  slates  of  the 
•ysteni  Is  considered  rather  iojunous  than  heDeficial ;  as  the  sto- 
mach, they  say,  is  incapable  of  digesting  the  matters  inlroJuceil 
into  it,  and  luust  therefore  itself  suSer  from  their  irritating  effects, 
instead  of  converting  tbem  into  the  means  of  strength  to  the 
body.  But  this  objection  appears  to  me  to  be  grounded  on  an 
incorrect  and  hypothetical  assumption :  for,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation has  extended,  the  stomach  possesses  strong  digestive  pow- 
ers even  in  states  of  great  bodily  prostration.  At  least,  1  have 
seldom  discovered  in  the  stools,  the  food  that,  in  cases'of  typhus 
fever,  I  have  directed  to  be  given  to  the  patient;  and  in  the 
strengtliened  pulse,  and  increased  general  vigour  which  hare 
ensued  a  few  hours  after  it  has  been  lakeu,  1  have  been  accuS' 
tomed  to  see  evidences  of  its  beneficial  operation. 

It  has  been  stated,  in  a  previous  part  of  the  paper,  that  the 
fever,  in  a  few  cases,  remained  for  several  days  afler  the  disease 
of  the  chest  had  been  subdued.  Continuing  to  retain  the  remit- 
tent form,  it  was  treated  doring  the  paroxysms  with  mild  diapho- 
retics, and  in  the  remission,  which  approached  very  nearly  to  a 
complete  npyresia,  with  Ionic  vegetable  infusions. 

Perhaps,  in  thinking  the  above  details  worthy  of  being  present- 
ed to  the  medical  public,  I  have  been  led  away  by  that  very 
natural  feeling  which  induces  us  to  allach  undue  importance  lo 
occurrences  in  which  we  have  been  personally  concerned.  It 
appears  to  me,  however,  that  insulated  cases  of  unusual  disease 
have  attracledtoo  much  attention  in  our  journals,  to  the  exclusion 
of  those  more  ordinary  complaints  by  which  death,  in  all  climates, 
and  in  almost  every  situation,  makes  his  inroads.  The  fact  that 
these  are  not  always  curable  by  our  present  modes  of  trcatmenl, 
should  stimulate  us  lo  inquire,  with  the  utmost  diligence  and 
minuteness,  into  the  various  circumstances  which  modify  their 
nature  and  production  ;  so  thai,  understanding  them  more  accu- 
rateiy,  we  may  be  prepared  lo  combal  llicm  with  greater  effect. 
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4£alreQdy  AvoMiiil,  or  to  crash  them  wi(h  more  c^Haintj  fvhite  jret 
i»«iiibryoj:''f]nie  only  new  light  wMch  the  aothor  can  hareitrfy 
iblai»<o  hATlrMlin^ii  upon  the  sut^rtt'cof- disease  hy  the  present 
■lay, mtltui  from  tbenatnreof. tbo" cfottplaint he  has  deacrihed, 
^aken  in  conneaioa  tirhh  the  circmiiBtanees  nnder  which  ft  bH^- 
ntedi  These  hare  been  alreaicly  detailed.  It  may  not,  howerer, 
te  aniaa  to-re|^ent  the  expreailODof  his  conTictlony  that  the  iho- 
<4ificmlloftof'aMrbid  actioa  obaerrmblo  in  these  caaes^  Was  owit^f 
1e  the'Jtiaibined^  opel^tkNi  of  an  nnnaaaHy  warm  atmosjihere 
oTciloBdiafWith  notetare^and  the  noxious  exhalations- generated 
is  m  cooined  and  filthy  situation.  In  the  foliowingaprlng)  that  of 
1826^  anmilar  affection  occurred  among  the  inmates  of  the  asy^ 
iMk  ■  Attfala  time,  ho#ereryiM|ly  fourteen*  Cases  occurred;  tlie 
aymptona  were  generally  of 'ai«Ader  diaracter^'tnid  the  tendency 
in  rtn  down  into  the  typhous  condition  was  much  less  ohserTal)lle 
ihma  oo  tlM  former  occasion.  The  treatment  was  similar,  and 
atteadM  with  the  same  uniform  success.  A  short  period  of  warm^ 
damp  WMther,  in  this  instance,  also  preceded  the  disease;  add 
tlie  manriiQD,  though  much  pains  had  been  taken  to  render  -It 
clean  and  comfortable,  was  still  partially  subject  to  the  same^lni 
coaranieocea.  if  the  relatire  riolence  of  the  complaint  on  the 
two  occadona,  be  compared  with  die  relative  intensity  of  the  as^ 
f  laed  caoBcai  the  idea  of  the  neceaaary  connexion  between  the  A 
will  acquire  additional  confirmation.  Before  the  spring  of  18S6) 
the  institutioD  waa  removed  into  an  elegant,  spacious,  and  most 
commodious  budlding,  erected  for  its  use  in  the  confines  of  the 
cUy,  in  an  airy  and  healthy  spot.  As  might  have  been  expected, 
the  children  passed  through  this  season  without  any  attack  of  the 
complaint;  and  having  space  in  their  new  home  for  the  ordinary 
playful  exercises  of  youth,  have  enjoyed,  ever  since  their  removar, 
m  gcoeral  healthfulness,  which  has  known  but  few  and  very  slight 
inlercoptioQS. 
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AliTia.F.  Vlll^Cdiw  iU^atralivc  vj  the  Giroliv-.:  Effects  of  cepioHi 
and  long-cotitinmd  Jlffiuiont  of  Cold  tVattr  in  Externiil  tnjtitm- 
mationi,  h  a  Ittttrffom  L.  S,  Tiu^t,  M.  D.,  of  Laocaater,  Penw 
f^lrania,  to  (he  EniTona.  • 

Gbmtu^heN}— I  send  you  a  few  case.s,  illuslriilive  oi  llie  bene- 
licial  cflects  of  cold  water  in  violent  inflammations  ortbecitremi- 
tiea,  following  fractuTCR,  wounds,  and  olber  injuries.  TLey 
in  tht  practice,  and  the  most  interealing  one  in  the  pers 
Drf.i    I  ,  through  whose  kinttoeBS  I  am  permitted  to 

Ihem  public 

Id  the  early  part  t>f  hts  life,  this  genlleman  had  been  ntlljcled 
with  a  while  swelling  of  the  knee  joint,  from  which  he  lii)d  the 
gdod  fortune  to  escape  with  au  anchylosis;  which,  while  it  occa- 
aioned  him  some  lillle  inconvenience,  in  no  degree  ineapacltaled 
him  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  professional  duties,  during  a 
period  of  more  than  twenty  years,  in  ilesoending  the  steps  of  his 
house,  some  time  since,  he  nnfortunntely  slipped,  and,  the  heel  of 
the  aocbylosed  limb  meeting  with  the  pmjccling  point  of  a  stone, 
which  was  firmly  fixed  in  the  earth,  a  fracture  look  place  at  the 
knee  joint,  and  the  leg  was  doubled  beneath  him.  With  the  nS' 
matance  of  a  friend,  the  parts  were  replaced  as  nenrly  as  possible 
in  their  original  situation;  and  having  been  removed  into  the  house, 
medical  assistance  was  immediately  procured :  it  was  Co  little  pur- 
pose, however,  as,  nolwilhalandiog  the  excruciating  pain  which 
he  suffered,  he  had  already  determined  on  the  treatment  to  be 
|uirsued.  Convinced,  by  long  experieucc,  of  the  utility  of  cold 
applications,  in  cases  of  this  nature,  be  resolved  to  coniide  his  life 
to  them  alone;  and,  throughout  bis  whole  confinement,  pertina- 
ciously refused  to  submit  to  venesection,  or  to  tuke  pm^ative  medi- 
cine, in  sufficient  quantity  to  do  more  than  maintain  the  regular 
peristaltic  action  of  theintesliues.  Indeed, his  great  size,  and  the 
exquisite  pain  attendant  upon  the  least  motion,  limited  his  friends 
to  the  exhibition  of  mild  laxatives  only.  13y  this  lime  the  knee 
had  become  much  swollen,  and  it  was  evident  that  whatever  plan 
was  adopted  must  be  vigorously  poraueJ  :  the  leg  was  extended 
upoD  a  pillow,  no  dressings  of  any  kind  applied  ;  and  the  coldest 
water  that  could  be  procured,  was  poured  upon  the  naked  limb. 
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rt  fint,  almost  coDStantly,  and  aflerwardS)  as  the  inflammation 
I,  io  quantity  of  a  pint  eyery  five  and  ten  minutes /or  thr$9 
At  the  expiration  of  this  perioipy  j^rlog  been  removed  to 

.dry  bed,  and  almost  exhausted  by  the  continued  state  of  sub- 

rrsion,  in  which  he  had  been  for  so  long  a  time,  he  reaoWed  to 
try  the  effect  of  cloths  moderately  iMt  with  a  solution  of  the  ace- 
tate of  lead,  &c.  In  less  than  three  hours,  a  most  marked  difler« 
ence  had  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the  limb;  the  inflammatioD 
had  greatly  increased ;  the  pain  had  become  ahnost  insupportable, 
•hc^oting  upwards  to  the  body,  and  downwards  to  the  foot,  A TesI* 
cle,  fire  lines  in  diameter,  containing  a  yellowish  serum,  mMkiUI 
appearance  on  the  superior  part  of  the  joint,  and  eveiy  symptonSf 
in  short,  bore  eTidence  of  the  impending  danger.  No  time  was 
to  be  lost;  cold  water  was  instantly  had  recoune  to,  in  quantity 
as  great  as  in  the  first  instance,  and  with  the  same  salutary  con* 
sequences.  .  The  inflammation  again  subsided,  with  a  consequent 
diminution  of  pain ;  the  resicle  became  shriyelied,  from  an  absorpr 
tion  of  Its  contents,  and  ultimately  disappeared  altc^ether.  A 
continuance  of  this  plan,  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  inflanH 
nation,  for  three  weeks  longer,  effected  a  complete  cure ;  and,  in 
eight  weeks  firom  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  he  waa  able  Io 
walk  with  the  assistance  of  crutches. 

A  more  unequiyocal  proof  of  the  powerful  agency  of  cold  watery 
than  this  case  affords,  cannot  be  desired.  The  patient  was  ex<» 
tremely  corpulent,  weighing  upwards  ofUiree  hundred  pounds.  The 
inflammatory  action  ran  so  high,  that  the  water  would  rise  from 
the  limb  in  Taponr.  The  accident  occurred  in  the  month  of  Ao* 
gust ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  Tory  abstemious  diet,  there  was 
no  other  remedy  employed.  11  may  be  said,  perhaps,  that  gene* 
ral  and  local  depletion  Tigorously  pursued,  would  have  l>een  at* 
tended  with  a  like  beneiicial  result ;  but  to  the  ibrmer,  the  pro- 
judices  of  the  patient  opposed  an  iDSuperable  objection,  and  besides 
that,  in  the  country,  and  at  a  distance  iVom  any  considerable  town, 
(as  was  the  case  in  this  instance,)  leeches  cannot  always  be  pro- 
cured,  there  is  great  reason  to  think,  that  they  would  have  been 
totally  inadequate  to  subdue  the  violent  inflammation  which  ex- 
ifted  here,  and  which,  upon  a  mere  relaxation  of  the  treatment, 
at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks,  threatened  the  life  of  the  patient. 

Another  instance,  in  which  the  same  remedy  was  successfully 


employed,  commiinicHlei]  lo  me  by  Hie  genllcman  whose  case  I 
hare  jiisl  lelaleil,  is  KUle  less  remarkable,  inasmuch  as  it  is  d  case 
for  which,  not  manj  years  ago,  ampulalJon  would  hiive  been 
deemed  necessary.  A  woman,  jumping  out  of  a  wagon,  the  horses 
of  which  were  unruly,  dislocated  (he  tibia  at  the  ankte  ;  the  bone 
protruded  through  tbe  integuments,  and  penetrated  the  earth  to 
some  distance.  The  dislocation  was  reduced  by  a  surgeon  who 
happened  to  be  near  at  the  lime;  and,  the  day  following,  Ihe 

woman  having  been  conveyed  to  her  bouse.  Dr. was 

sent  for.  He  found  (he  leg  much  swollen  and  inflamed,  and  the 
patleol  in  great  ngony.  Cold  water  was  instantly  applied,  and 
with  the  most  salutary  consecjitcnces.  In  five  weeks  the  palienl 
was  able  lo  walk  about  the  house ;  though,  from  the  nature  of  Ihe 
iajnry,  ihe  joint  was  affected  for  some  time  af\er,  with  a  consider- 
able degree  of  stiffness,  I  could  adduce  many  instances  of  com- 
pound fractures,  in  which  the  free  employment  of  this  remedy 
was  attended  with  a  like  happy  result.  Among  others,  one  which 
occurred  in  my  own  practice,  in  which  both  the  bones  of  Ihe  leg 
were  fractured,  and  Ihe  integuments  much  lacerated,  the  patient 
being  at  tbe  lime  in  a  slate  of  inebriety.  The  inflammation  was 
restrained  within  due  limits,  and,  allhough  from  Ihe  injury  done 
to  the  integuments,  union  by  the  first  intention  did  not  lake  place, 
the  cure  progressed  without  a  single  unpleasant  symptom.  But 
enough  has  surely  been  said  lo  prove,  Ihal  cold,  jrroperly  applied, 
is  possessed  ofmuchbigherremedial  power  than  has  hilherlo  been 
attributed  to  il.  1  say  properly,  because  Ihe  usual  manner  in  which 
it  is  employed,  by  means  of  cloths  wet  with  a  solution  of  acetate 
of  lead  and  other  substances,  removed  as  ofl^  as  they  become 
dry  by  evaporation,  is  productive  of  comparatively  lillle  advan- 
tage;  il  may  be  useful  in  mild  cases,  but,  in  Ihe  more  violent 
grades  of  inflammation,  must  be  altogether  nugatory :  here  a  more 
vigorous  traatment  is  demanded ;  the  coldest  spring  or  well  water 
should  be  procured,  or,  if  necessary,  it  may  be  cooled  arlificially, 
and  Ihe  limb  be  kept  constantly  bathed  in  it,  until  Ihe  morbid  ex< 
citement  he  reduced;  and  this,  1  hesilale  not  to  say,  in  a  constitution 
otherwise  healthy,  will  bo  Ihe  almost  necessary  consequence  of 
the  employment  of  cold  water  to  Ihe  extent  I  have  recommended. 
I  wish  Id  speak  the  more  earnestly  on  this  subject,  because  I  think 
I  have  elteerved,  in  country  practice  more  especially,  many  un- 
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ptetfant  consequences  to  follow  from  a 'want  of  correct  ideas  io 
mfaOioo  to  the  remedy,  which  it  is  the  ukj/M^Mihin  paper  to  iii- 
trodnce  more  particularly  to  the  notice  of  tlll^pnifession.  in  the 
cootttry,  as  I  before  stated,  leeches  cannot  dways  be  had,  the 
application  of  the  scarificator  may  be  frequently  inconvenient  and 
aometimes  impoisible ;  and  general  depletion,  unassisted  by  loflU 
tnsatmeii^  will  often  prove  inefiectual ;  while,  in  cold  water,  we 
faare  a  remedy,  abundantly  found  throughput  the  whole  of  our 
widely  extended-  country,  and  pomessed  of  virtues  .which  should 
long  ago  have  attracted  to  it  much  more  attention  ,than  it  has 
hitherto  rsceived.  In  our  cities  also,  I  am  convinced,  its  employ- 
ment  ought  bakery  beneficially  extended.  Gangrene,  consequent 
upon  violent  Inflammation,  though  by  no  means  of  such  frequent 
occurrence  as  formerly,  is  still  met  with  sufficiently  often,  to  call 
forth  all  our  exertions  for  its  prevention;  and  I  am  acquainted 
with  no  remedy,  better  calculated  to  produce  such  an  efiect,  than 
the  one  which  1  have  recommended.  The  present  treatment  of 
aoeh  cases,  appears  to  me,  to  be  particulariy  faulty.  A  patient, 
for  example,  is  brought  into  one  of  our  hospitals,  with  a  large  la- 
cerated wound  of  one  of  the  extremities :  the  sui^eon  immediately 
peiceivei  that  onion  by  the  first  Intention,  is,  in  many  cases,  im- 
practicable, and  that  suppuration  is  the  next  most  desirable  term!- 
nation;  to  promote  which,  a  warm  poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  or 
aome  other  emollient  substances,  is  immediately  applied.  It  is 
true,  that,  if  the  inflammation  transcend,  as  is  almost  always  the 
case,  the  degree  requisite  for  the  formation  of  pus,  leeches  are 
directed,  and  the  antiphlogistic  plan,  generally,  is  adopted ;  but,  in 
aome  instances,  this  change  of  treatment  is  not  made,  until  the  in- 
flammation has  attained  a  height  which  admits  of  no  control,  and 
in  others  it  would  have  proved  inadequate  from  the  commence- 
ment; and,  even  when  successful,  it  is  attended  with  an  unnecessary 
|o«  of  time,  and  confinement  of  the  patient  In  all  such  cases, 
I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the  free  application  of  cold  water  would 
tiad  nsore  effectually  than  any  thing  else,  to  control  inflammatory 
action,  and  accelerate  the  cure. 

In  fractures,  whether  simple  or  compound,  the  action  necessary 
to  re-onion  is,  1  believe,  very  llttie  greater  than  that  of  the  ordi- 
nary healthy  action  of  the  part;  and  I  am  disposed  to  think,  that, 
in  moat  instances,  the  process  might  be  much  shortened,  l>y  an 


IIIMUHIOATIOKS. 

atleulion  lo  Ihis  circuniilance.  A  case  has  b«en  related  to  me, 
upon  UD questionable  authority,  of  fcaclurc  of  both  bones  ot  the 
leg,  a  little  above  the  ankle,  followed  bj  re-union  in  nine  Jays. 
The  person  bad  fallen  into  a  well,  nhere  he  lay  nearly  an  hour 
before  assistance  could  be  rendered  bitn ;  after  being  taken  out, 
cold  water  was  applied,  as  above  recommended ;  and,  upon  entcr- 
iag  the  apartment  on  the  morning  of  Ihe  ninth  day,  the  physician 
in  attendance  nas  not  a  lilUe  surprised  to  iiod  his  patient  silling 
on  the  side  of  the  bed,  with  bis  foot  on  the  floor.  Upon  cxumina- 
tioD,  the  bone,  though  not  entirely  consolidated,  was  found  sufTi' 
ciently  so,  to  admit  of  the  abandonment  of  all  artificial  support. 

Nothing  Las  been  farther  from  my  object,  in  this  paper,  than 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  general  and  local  depletion,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  all  inflammatory  aSections — they  are,  indeed,  indispen- 
■able.  I  have  only  sought  to  raise  from  the  situation  of  a  hum- 
ble auxiliary,  a  remedy,  which  some  little  experience  has  taught 
me^  is  entitled  to  rank  as  a  principal. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.  L.  S.  TLLLET.:  - 

To  ihe  Editors  of  the  JV.  A.  M.  and  S.  Journal.  '    ' 

We  are  really  indebted  to  Dr.  Tiij.et  for  the  above  interesting 
and  valuable  paper.  His  results  go  lo  conflrm  those  of  several 
former  observers;  particularly  ofBiiiON  Larrey.  By  multiplying 
our  resources,  we  increase  our  ability  lo  control  disease.  It  is 
by  the  judicious  selection,  and  often  by  the  conjoint  operation  of 
two  or  more  remedies,  (hat  we  can  ensure  success. 

Editors. 


Article  l\.—JlccouiU  of  a  A'ew  f'onrt  of  Bronchial  Disease.  By 
William  D&rrach,  M.  D.,  ko.  Read  before  the  Kappa  Lambda 
Society. 

Within  the  last  few  months,  a  catarrhal  disease  bas  appeared 
in  this  city,  which,  on  examination  after  death,  was  found  seated 
in  the  bronchial  tubts. 

The  broDcliia  were  Gtled  willt  mucus,  which  was  of  various 
degrees  of  consistence,  more  or  less  frothy,  and  more  or  less  of  a 
yellowish  colour,     Xlic  lining  membrane  was  deeply  reddened: 
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particolarly  that  portion  of  it  which  coTon  the  imniediate 
cationi  of  the  bifiircations  of  the  trachea,  and  the  membraDoai 
part  of  the  bifnrcations  themseWes.  The  colour,  in  three  of  the 
cases,  was  more  brown  than  red. 

This  morbid  appearance,  when  attentively  examined  by  ntftiH 
a(  glasses,  and,  when  the  part  has  become  dry  and  illiiiiliauW^i 
by  the  aid  of  transmitted  light,  conld  not  be  fonnd  to  depend  apei 
injected  capillaries  or  stellated  spots,  such  as  are  so  commonijr 
fovnd  in  the  TiHons  coats  of  the  stomach  and  intestines;  a  redness 
imiformly  diffoied  over  the  sariace,  as  a  stain,  is  all  that  was  ob- 
flervaUe,  eiil|it  in  a  solitary  case.  In  this,  a  few  ramifications 
and  lines  CiiiMUMi  drtrrfrd  in  the  general  redness  of  the  macovs 
surftce.      j\'--'^ 

The  stomach  exhibited  the  appearance  commonly  snpposed  in- 
dicative of  inflmuBation,  but  in  a  very  slight  degree;  except  in 
one  case,  where,  on  the  contrary,  the  venous  trunk  and  brancheis 
were  all  very  much  distended,  the  net-work  of  capillaries  filled 
with  red  blood  and  stellated  qpots,  andred  stains  were  very  abun- 
dant. 

The  symptoms  which  have  characterized  this  catarrhal  disease, 
were;  -  . 

1st.  jf  Aartnas  of  hrtaihing^  which  was  present  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  complaint,,  and  increased  daily  till  death.  The 
pulse  was  generally  small,  quick,  and  with  little  more  than  ordi- 
nary frequency.  It  was  considered  indicative  of  a  typhous  state. 

2nd.  <^  remarkable  preservation  of  the  intelUehialfacuUiet,  The 
cases  differed  in  this  respect  from  the  usual  typhus  fever.  Though 
other  symptoms  of  an  alarming  nature  appeared,  the  mind  re- 
mained perfect  and  calm. 

In  some  of  the  cases,  however,  the  head  was  affected,  as  we 
commonly  find  it  in  low  fever.  There  was  severe  pain,  which 
neither  local  depletions  nor  blisters  relieved,  but  followed  by 
delirium,  coma,  subsultus  tendinum,  and  a  laborious  re^iration, 
with  stertor,  superadded  to  the  characteristic  shortness  of  breath- 
ing above  noticed. 

3d.  The  patient  remaining  in  a  dying  state  an  umifiia/  Us^th  of 
iimu.  Two,  three,  and,  in  one  case,  four  days,  elapsed  before 
the  fatal  termination ;  the  body  was  cold,  pulseless,  prostrated, 
and  motionless;  the  countenance  collapsed  and  fixed,  like  that  of 


I 
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(lealli;  ami  no  power  ol'  xpccch  anil  ileglulilion  eiislcd;  yd  lh<t 
ptilienl  conlioucil,  conscious  of  his  situalion,  lo  make  any  effort 
Ihc  attendants  might  request,  lie  seemed  to  be  patiently  and 
quietly  labouring  under  an  obstructed  respiration.  The  imme- 
diate cause  of  death  in  these  cases  was,  evidently,  the  copiousrtfss 
of  the  miteoui  secretion,  which  filled  the  ramifications  of  the  hron- 
chia,  and  prevented  (he  access  of  air  lo  the  pulmonary  circula- 
tion. 

The  morbid  alate  of  Ihe  membrane  which  fabricated  the  mu- 
cus, had,  doubtless,  the  same  prostrating  effect  on  the  system,  thai 
disease  eitensively  diffused  has  in  any  other  surface  of  the  body ; 
such  as  Ihe  skin,  peritoneum,  stomach,  bladder.  Sic. 

The  trealment  adopted  in  the  cases  which  occurred  previous  lo 
the  post  mortem  examinallons,  consisted  of  emetics,  put^es,  and 
alterative  doses  of  mercury,  together  with  blisters,  and  the  ordi- 
nary stimulants. 

The  treatment  subsequently  embraced  copious  and  frequent 
bleeding,  local  and  general,  and  at  the  close,  half  drachm  or 
drachm  doses  of  the  spirit  of  turpentine.  They  were  equally  in- 
effectual. 

Two  cases  which  have  occurred  within  the  last  two  weeks, 
have  terminated  favourably  under  the  combined  use  of  the  digi- 
talis, and  spirit  of  lurpentine- 

In  one  of  the  cases,  the  treatment  was  commenced  with  a  com- 
bination of  calomel,  tartar  emetic,  and  ipecacuanha.  The  linc- 
ture  of  digilalis,  united  with  thai  of  tolu,  was  then  given  in  doses 
ofgtt  I.  of  the  former,  with  git  xx.  of  the  latter,  every  three  hours. 
<  The  pulse  became  slow,  and  the  shortness  of  breathing  ceased, 
alter  two  daj's'  continuance  of  the  medicine.  The  system  be- 
came prostrated,  and  drachm  doses  of  the  spirits  of  turpentine 
were  administered.    The  patient  soon  revived. 

The  other  case  was  treated  with  the  spirit  of  turpentine  alone. 
For  two  days,  the  palienl's  pulse  could  not  be  felt. 

The  above  treatmeals  were  suggested  by  Dr.  Hartsiiorke  and 
Dr.  MooRC. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  pectoral  mixtures,  in  which  (be 
digitalis  was  the  principal  ingredient,  have  been  found  the  most 
effectual  remedies  in  the  numerous  cases  of  cftlarrh,  which  have 
faccn  prescribed  for,  in  the  lasl  two  months,  at  Ihe  city  dispensary. 
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The  above  cases  have  recalled  to  my  mind  one  of  an  adult, 
eiamined  with  Dr.  Jackson,  in  which  the  same  frothy  miocus  fill- 
ed the  broDchial  cavities ;  as  also,  the  case  of  a  chifd|  which  died, 
as  I  supposed,  of  croup.  On  examination,  the  same  khid  of  mucus 
was  found,  and  the  membrane  was,  throughout,  of  a  brownish-red 
colour.  A  few  days  past,  I  witnessed  the  examination  of  aail^ 
fant,  with  Dr.  Mekjs  ;  the  bronchia  of  which  were  filled  wlftli'ii 
yellowish  mucus,  of  greater  consistence  than  that  in  the  above 
described  cases. 
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Articlb  X.'^Case  of  Diseased  Brotn. ..  Cotnmunieated  to  the  Philor 
delpkia  College  of  Physicians^  Dec.  Mk^  1827.  By  Hbnry  Bond, 
M.  D. 

Charlotte  Blackstonb  died,  Sunday,  19th  November,  1827, 
aged  forty  years.  She  began  to  complain  of  pain  in  the  head 
about  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  March.  About  the  same 
time,  she  began  to  be  troubled  with  a  noise  or  roaring  in  her 
head,  which  she  compared  to  the  hiim  of  bec^.  She  was  able  to 
work  during  March  and  a  part  of  April.  The  noise  continued 
three  months  or  more ;  but  there  is  some  uncertainty  in  regard 
to  the  time  when  the  noise  ceased,  and  when  her  hearing  began 
to  fail.  She  complained,  fit>m  the  first,  of  having  very  strange 
feelings,  as  well  as  noises,  in  her  head,  very  different  from  any 
head-ach  she  ever  had  before ;  and  often  expressed  her  belief^ 
that  she  should  never  recover.  The  pain  was  chiefly  referred  to 
the  back  part  of  her  head;  but  there  was  never  any  complaint  of 
heat  in  the  part ;  and  she  was  unable  to  attribute  her  disorder  to 
any  known  cause.  During  nearly  the  whole  progress  of  the 
disease,  she  has  complained  of  pain  in  the  right  hypochondriac  re- 
gion ;  and  has  been  very  little  affected  with  febrile  symptoms  at  any 
period.  I  cannot  ascertain  precisely  when  her  sight  and  hearing 
began  to  fail ;  but  about  the  middle  of  August  she  went  to  a  me- 
thodist  camp-meeting,  at  which  time  she  was  able  to  hear  loud 
speaking,  and  so  much  sight  remained,  that  she  was  able  to  get 
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■haul  vvillioiil  n  ^uj>k  Iter  .i|ipc:iili.*  viae  voriuDe  duriug  llie 
i^tiniS  uixl  early  pavt  ol  llie  Hummer.  Il  beciimr  more  udiI  more 
<leAcl«nl  iluringMie  Inttcr  piirt  of  summer,  un J,  for  several  weeks 
before  her  death,  tbere  was  scarcely  any  remaining.  During  ihe 
latter  periw],  she  would  lake  notliing  Dioresubslanlinl  ihao  gniel 
or  btolli,  and  roast  apple.%  aud  preTerreJ  aciJulous  Unaks  and 
cold  water.  Her  bowels  were  torpid  during  llie  whole  progress 
of  Ibe  diseaae.  For  two  or  three  munlhs  beiorc  her  death,  she 
very  seldom  bad  a  stool  williout  taking  n  cathartic;  and  the  dis- 
charges were  dark  and  unnatural.  During  the  last  four  weeks  ol 
her  life,  she  bad  only  two  stools,  and  those  were  ohtaincd  by  ca- 
thartics. For  several  weeks  before  her  death,  she  would  some- 
times pass  two  or  three  days  without  urinating,  at  other  limes 
she  urinated  copiously :  the  fluid  was  as  dark  as  coffee. 

Towards  the  end  of  Augiial,  one  week  after  her  return  from 
the  camp  meeting,  she  began  to  have  Ills.  The  first  was  more 
severe  than  any  she  had  afterwards.  The  spasms  w«re  very 
violent,  seemed  to  alfccl  one  side  more  than  the  other,  and  lusted 
as  mnch  as  an  hour.  At  the  lime  she  had  four  or  five  of  the 
&ret  fits,  the  was  not  in  the  care  of  ibe  sister  from  whom  I  de- 
rived ilUMi  of  this  history,  and  with  whom  she  had  only  one  lit, 
which  was  attended  with  spasms.  Thai  happened  on  the  liJth  of 
September.  When  she  got  ont  of  bed,  she  was  seized  with  a 
Tiuleol  tremor  throughout  the  right  half  of  the  body;  and  became 
very  rigid,  with  Ihe  eyes  strongly  rolled  up  and  Gied.  The  stiif- 
D«tB  continued  about  live  minutes:  she  then  became  very  much 
relaxed,  and  apparently  lifelecs,  as  she  was  not  observed  to 
breathe.  At  the  end  of  about  hve  minutes  more,  she  came  to 
herself,  and  assisted  in  getting  into  bed.  She  continued  to  have 
tils  onc«,  eumetimea  twice  a  day,  and  at  other  times  at  longer  in- 
lervali,  unlil  a  short  time  before  her  death.  They  resembled 
Ihiit  juSt  described,  except  that  they  were  not  attended  with  the 
violent  tremors,  and  the  other  phenomcn;i  were  less  violent. 
Wbea  attacked,  her  head  would  begin  to  move  backwards  and 
forwards,  making  a  nodding  uiollon,  and  she  would  fall  down,  if 
not  supported ;  became  slilf,  with  her  bead  strongly  ttratvu  buck ; 
groaned;  then  became  relaxed,  .ind,  usually  at  the  entl  of  about 
ten  minutes,  came  to  herself.  '  The  fits  seldom  came  ou  except 
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l«. 
when  she  got  oitf  of  bed,  or  was  in  an  erect  posture.    She  ^oi^U 

tell  when  one  was  coming  on,  and  would  ask  to  be  laid  in  a  hori- 
zontal posture.  If  the  fit  came  on  while  in  bed,  or  in  a  horizon- 
tal posture,  they  were  much  less  violent.  ,    r 

Her  eight  had  become  yerj  defective  before  she  began  to  have 
fits;  bill  it  was  totally  gone,  not  the  least  sensibility  to  light  fe- 
maioiog,  before  she  had  had  half  a  dozen.  Until  about  the  time 
she  began  to  have  them,  she  retained  some  sensibility  to  light, 
and  could  distinguish  very  luminous  objects.  Gleams,  or  flashes 
of  light  would  come  across  her  sight,  and  then  subside.  The  last 
of  those  was  more  vivid  than  usual,  and  was  succeeded  by  total 
darkness,  which  never  left;  her  aAerwards.  This  happened  more 
tbas  (wo  months  before  her  death. 

When  I  first  saw  her,  (September  19th,)  I  could  discoverjoo 
sensibilitj  to  sound.  When  I  spoke  loud  very  near  her,  it  pro* 
duced  atl  tiw  least  apparent  effect,  and  it  is  probable  her  hearing 
led  bet  eboQt  the  same  time  as  her  sight,  during  those  early  vio- 
lent fits.  Her  friends  think  she  lost  the  sense  of  smell  earlier 
than  those  of  sight  or  hearing.  About  a  month  before  1  saw  her, 
if  volatilcs  were  applied  to  her  nose,  she  said  she  hadloit  her 
smell,  and  could  smell  nQthing.  It  is  not  known  that  she  ever 
referred  any  pain  to  her  eyes  or  ears. 

She  never  lost  the  sense  of  taste  entirely,  but  it  was  very  much 
impaired  during  the  last  month.  At  what  time  it  began  to  fail|  is 
not  known.  During  the  last  month,  her  attendant  says  she  could 
not  distinguish  one  drink  from  another,  unless  the  taste  of  it  was 
very  intens'e.  She  could  not  discriminate  broth  from  gruel,  tea 
from  coffee,  or  warm  water  from  cither.  The  catamenial  secre- 
tion never  failed,  until  the  last  period  when  it  should  kave  oc- 
curred, two  weeks  before  her  death. 

From  an  early  period  of  the  disease,  she  was  troubled  with  a 
rising  in  the  throat,  yvhich  continued  during  the  summer,  but  was 
not  obifcTved  in  the  last  stages  of  it.  It  produced  gagging,  bat 
no  vomiting*  She  wa»  often  observed  to  be  swallowing,  and 
made  a  noiss  as  if  drinking.  The  function  of  deglutition  remained 
unimpaired  to  the  last. 

She  has  left  children,  hut  was  never  heard  to  speak  of  them 
after  the  18th  of  September;  at  whicli  time  ^he  gave  directions 
for  the  di>trilMittou  of  her  clothef,  &r.  among  them;  and  that  was 


I 


L 


(ht  Say,  OD  nbicb  she  had  the  last  lil  attended  with  the  violent 
tremora  oflhe  right  side. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  slie  was  removed  inlo  New  Jersey, 
fife  milea  beyond  Market  Slreel  ferry,  and  was  carried  in  a  wagon 
upon  a  bed,  in  a  recumbent  posture.  She  did  not  evince  that  the 
motion  of  the  wagon  hurt  her  head,  but  frequently  held  her  hand 
to  her  right  »itle.  She  had  no  fits  daring  her  removal.  Before 
she  lost  her  hearing,  something  had  been  laid  about  placing  her 
ID  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House,  which  proposal  was  very  dia- 
sgreeable  to  her.  When  she  was  put  into  (he  wagon  to  be  re- 
moved, she  said  nothing,  but,  by  her  actions,  evinced  an  unwill- 
ingness to  get  inlo  it.  As  soon  as  the  wagon  stood  alill  in  Ibe 
ferry-boat,  she  wished  to  know  if  she  were  in  the  Alms  House, 
but  her  sister  could  devise  no  means  at  the  lime  to  answer  her. 
As  soon  as  the  wagon  started  from  the  river,  she  judged,  from  its 
molioD,  that  they  were  in  the  country,  and  asked  her  how  far  they 
were  going;  and  was  lold,  by  touching  her  five  times,  that  it  was 
five  miles.  From  this  reply  she  concluded,  that  they  were  going 
to  her  uncle's,  and  evinced  some  saliafacUon  at  finding  that  she 
waa  not  in  the  Alms  House.  She  assisted  herself  out  of  the  wagon, 
«nd  walked  inlo  the  house,  only  needing  a  guide  to  lean  upon. 
She  remained  in  her  uncle's  house  from  Thursday  until  Saturday 
of  the  next  week,  before  she  seemed  to  apprehend  that  any  one 
was  in  it  besides  her  slitter.  She  asked,  repeatedly,  why  her  uncle 
and  aunt  did  not  come  home,  for  Ihey  did  not  recollect  to  signify 
to  her  that  they  were  there,  by  the  only  means  of  communication 
nilh  her  that  remained.  At  the  end  of  nine  days,  when  she  once 
more  asked  for  them,  they  took  her  by  the  hand.  She  appeared 
to  recognise  them,  spoke  lo  them  about  fd'mily  affairs,  spoke  of 
bcr  severe  aOliclions,  and  particularly  lamented  that  she  was  cut 
off  from  communication  with  ihem  by  the  loss  of  sight  and  bearing. 
About  four  weeks  before  her  death,  she  was  brought  back  lo  the 
city  in  the  same  manner  she  was  carried  away.  When  on  Ibe 
way,  she  said  she  knew  not  where  she  wa=,  or  where  she  was 
going;  and  ever  al'ler  appeared  lo  suppose,  Ihat  she  was  among 
strangers.  Whether  she  supposed  herseh  lo  be  in  the  Alms  Ilou^e 
is  not  known.  At  the  time  of  her  return  lo  the  city,  she  bad  be- 
come very  helpless  in  her  lower  exiremilies.  She  sal  up  from 
hair  an  hour  lo  an  hour  every  day,  until  the  Thursday  before  she 
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died.  She  was,  bowerer,  very  helpless,  and  had  to  be  taken  out 
like  an  infant*  It  was  seldom  her  choice  to  get  up,  or  be  moved, 
and  sometimes  she  remonstrated  against  it ;  but  her  friends  thoi^t 
another  course  would  be  better  for  her.  The  will  jretained  its 
influence  over  the  upper  ejLtremities  to  the  last,  or  very  nearly 
80.  Until  two  weeks  before  her  death,  she  would  assist  in  adjust- 
ii^  her  clothes.  During  the  last  two  weeks,  she  waitet  able  to 
turn  herself  in  bed;  but  if  any  food  was  put  into  htr  mouth,  or 
offered  to  her,  when  she  did  not  wish  it,  she  would  spit  it  out,  and 
put  her  band  to  her  mouth,  and  resist  the  attempts  to  remote  it; 
aadfhiB  she  continued  to  do  until  within  twenty-four  hours  before 
her  death.  There  i^as  no  evidence  that  the  facial  nerve  ceased 
to  perform  its  functions.  For  several  weeks  before  that  evenL 
the  very  seldom  spoke  aloud,  except  when  food  was  given,  or  ji^ 
tempts  were  made  to  move  her,  or  when  she  prayed.  She  very 
generally  declined  taking  food,  during  the  last  few  weeks,  and 
when  it  was  urged  upon  her,  would  say,  where  is  the  use  of  taking 
it,  when  I  am  not  hungry,  and  my  stomach  is  full  ?  At  other  times 
aha  would  say,  I  will  take  some  of  it  for  the  sake  of  peace.  She 
prayed  aloud  once  or  more  times  every  day,  until  two  days  before 
her  death,  and  then  ceased  to  do  so,  as  her  friends  think,  on  ac- 
count of  her  extreme  debility.  According  to  their  representations, 
her  prayers  were  short,  coherent,  and  pertinent  to  her  circum- 
stances ;  such  as  did  not  indicate  any  mental  alienation.  The  last 
time  she  was  heard  to  speak,  was  about  thirty-six  hours  before  her 
death ;  she  then  requested  the  attendant,  who  was  attempting  to 
render  her  some  service,  to  let  her  be  quiet,  for  she  should  soon 
be  gone  and  at  rest. 

When  I  first  saw  her,  (two  months  before  her  death,  and  when 
she  had  entirely  lost  the  senses  of  sight,  hearing,  and  smell,)  I  found 
no  external  indication  of  any  serious  disorder  in  the  system.  The 
pulse  was  perhaps  a  little  more  feeble  and  frequent  than  natural : 
no  preternatural  warmth  or  coldness  in  any  part  of  the  external 
surface;  respiration  easy;  tongue  moist  and  whitish,  but  could 
hardly  be  said  to  be  coated ;  pupils  dilated,  but  not  to  a  great  ex- 
tent On  account  of  the  loss  of  her  senses,  I  could  hold  no  com- 
munication with  her ;  but  was  told  that  she  complained  of  pain  in 
lier  right  side,  and  strange  feelings  and  pain  in  her  head ;  that 
slie  was  costive,  and  her  appetite  deficient.    1  saw  her  but  a  few 
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Utnes  befure  sLe  wns  removed  lo  the  country.  She  bad  no  meiti- 
cal  alleoiUnce  aflerivards,  and  1  did  not  ^ee  her  again  until  Ibe 
morniag  I  made  the  post  tnortem  eiamination  -,  bn[  I  am  eatieficd 
that  Ihe  prtceding  history  is  accurate  iu  every  essential  point. 

The  poit  tnortem  exatninattott  was  made  tnenly-seveo  hours 
.-i(\er  death ;  in  making  which,  I  nas  assiiled  by  my  friend,  Dr. 
Miiios.  No  appearance  of  disease  was  observed  upon  the  dura 
mater,  or  upon  the  upper  surface  of  the  brain.  Upon  separating 
the  hemispheres,  Ihetr  edges,  which  rest  npou  the  corpus  callo- 
Bum,  were  found  to  adhere  together  more  Armly,  and  the  vessels 
about  Ihe  part  lo  be  larger,  and  more  numerous,  than  usual.  But 
there  was  no  effusion  nor  opacity  ;  nothing  which  indicated  receni 
inQammnlion.  When  the  hemispheres  were  separated,  so  as  to 
expose  the  corpus  caltosum,  it  was  observed  to  be  more  convex 
than  usual,  aud  to  press  up  against  their  inferior  contiguous  edges. 
In  removing  the  hemispheres  by  sections  down  to  the  level  of  the 
corpus  callosum,  we  observed  no  signs  of  diseaac.  The  lateral 
and  third  venlricles  were  pretty  uniformly  distended,  and  were 
supposed  to  contain  about  jias  or  sij.  of  limpid  water.  The  com- 
miseurea  and  septum  lucidum  were  all  entire,  and  the  distension, 
without  disoi^anizing  or  effacing  any  pan,  had  gone  just  far 
enough  to  present  a  most  beautiful  view  of  the  organization  of 
these  partfl.  The  velum  interpositum  had  acquired,  in  some  places, 
by  the  deposition  of  coagulated  lymph  or  albumen,  the  thickness 
of  one  line  or  more.  It  had  a  milky  opacity,  which  was  observed 
in  a  slight  degree  in  the  plexus  choroides.  Where  Ihe  lateral 
ventricles  make  the  great  bend  into  the  inferior  horns,  numerous 
veins  were  seen,  all  running  nearly  parallel  lo  each  other,  and 
transversely  to  the  course  of  the  ventricles.  They  all  ran  from 
the  vault  or  ceiling  of  the  ventricles  down  into  the  groove  upon 
Ihe  outer  or  convex  side  of  Ihe  hippocampus,  but  none  were  sorn 
upon  that  body.  They  extended  almost  lo  the  extremity  of  ibe 
horn.  Thi«  was  observed  in  both  venlricles.  Upon  removing 
the  posterior  part  of  the  corpus  callosum  and  fornix,  in  order  lo 
examine  the  parts  beneath,  I  opened  an  abscess,  from  which  a 
straw-coloured,  transparent  fluid  i.ssued.  This  fluid  occupied  Ihe 
,  cavity  which  belongs  lo  the  corpora  ijuadi-igemlna,  pineal  gland, 
&c.  The  peduncle*  oflhe  pineal  gland  remained,  and  (he  thalami 
appeared  lo  be  unaffected-  hul  there  ivas  no  trace  of  the  gland 
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remaining:  the  origin  of  the  fourth  pair  of  nerves  was  destroyed, 
and  nothing  left,  which  resembled  the  corpora  quadrigemina.  In 
place  of  them,  we  found  a  surface,  covered  with  an  ash-gray- 
coloured  pus.  When  this  was  wiped  off,  it  left  a  surface  of  the 
same  colour,  but  of  more  consistence ;  and  apparently  m^  up  of 
slight  filaments  and  matter  considerably  softer  than  cereoral  sub- 
stance. This  suppuration  or  ulceration  extended  beyond  the 
corpora  quadrigemina  both  laterally  and  poetlirforly ;  and  we  be- 
■eve,  that  it  extended  through  the  valve  of  Vieussens  into  the 
fourth  Tentricle,  but  we  did  not  pay  so  much  attention  to  that 
point,  that  we  can  now  say  that  it  was  demonstrated. 

Immediately  behind  the  great  bend  of  the  left  lateral  ventricle, 
and  upon  the  outside  of  the  posterior  horn,  an  abscess  was  found 
about  the  size  of  a  marble.  We  discovered  no  communication 
between  this  and  the  one  just  described ;  but,  when  it  was  opened* 
ire  found  the  same  transparent,  straw-coloured  fluid,  and  the 
same  ash-gray  pus  lying  upon  a  surface  of  the  same  colour  and 
Structure  as  in  the  other  abscess.  The  parietes  of  this  ah 
were  white  cerebral  substance,  of  very  firm  consistence,  with  m 
appearance  of  vascularity.  This  abscess  communicated  at  the 
bottom  with  another,  which  extended  under  the  hippocampitf 
major  of  the  same  side,  nearly  its  whole  length,  and  possessed 
the  same  characters.  On  looking  into  the  ventricle,  this  hippo- 
campus presented  no  appearance  of  disease ;  but  the  lamina  of  cere- 
bial  subitance,  interposed  between  the  ventricle  and  the  abscess, 
fras  about  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

The  optic  nerve,  on  the  left  side,  was  destroyed  by  suppuration, 
for  the  length  of  an  inch  and  a  quarter  from  its  origin  in  the  tu- 
bercula  quadrigemina.  The  nerve  on  the  right  side  was  de- 
stroyed for  the  space  of  half  an  inch.  Wherever  the  suppuration 
bad  not  extended,  the  nerve  seemed  full  and  well  developed,  par- 
ticularly just  before  and  behind  the  point  of  decussation :  certainly 
there  was  not  the  least  appearance  of  atrophy  discovered  in  either 
of  the  optic  nerves. 

That  part  of  the  under  surface  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum, 
which  is  contiguous  to  the  pars  petrosa,  appeared  to  be  softened 
and  covered  with  a  thin  coat  of  common  pus.  We  did  not  observe 
any  marks  of  disease  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  The  seventh 
pair  of  cerebral  nerves  were  enveloped  in  pus,  in  their  passage 
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from  Ihc  medullit  olilongatn  into  the  mcntus  auclilorius  ialcrnu.*, 
bul  they  did  nol  themxelvea  appeur  (o  be  ili^eased. 

The  liver  was  smnll,  anh\^y,  and  very  dark  coloured.  The 
gall-bladder  coatained  iiboulSij'  of  bile;  aod  the  conliguous  parts, 
in^lead  of  being  stained,  as  usual,  ivilh  a  Jurk  jelloiviali  or  green- 
ish hue,  were  of  an  iuky  bincknefis.  The  small  intestines  were 
entirety  empty,  bnt  the  coIod  was  considerably  loaded  with  fceces 
of  a  very  dark  colour.  As  far  as  examined,  there  was  no  appear- 
ance of  disease  in  the  stomach  or  intestines.  The  patient  could 
hardly  be  said  lo  be  emaciated,  as  the  adipose  matter  on  (he  ab- 
domen was  half  an  inch  thick. 


I 
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Articlk  XI. — Rtmarks  on  ike  Ervptive  Disease  produced  by  the 
Internal  Use  of  lialsamum  CopaiSa:,  Read  before  the  Kappa 
Lambda  Society ;  by  Thomas  T.  Hewson,  M.  D.  &c. 

Urticaria  has  been  noticed  by  medical  writers,  as  frequently 
foHowhig  the  use  of  certain  articles  of  food.  Fish,  particularly 
those  denominated  in  popular  language  shell-fish,  as  the  crab  and 
lobster,  when  not  perfectly  fresh,  have  been  often  observed 
to  induce  the  disease.  The  bitter  almond,  and  bay  leaves,  which 
are  occasionally  employed  in  culinary  processes  to  impart  an 
agreeable  flavour  lo  some  of  the  more  delicate  dishes,  have  been 
known  in  some  individuals  to  produce  this  complaint.  And  where 
particular  idiosyncrasy  prevails,  this  troublesome  eruption  has 
occurred  after  drinking  porter  j  owing,  as  is  supposed,  lo  the  pre- 
sence of  the  hop,  on  which  the  bitter  flavour  of  that  beverage 
depends.  Every  one  is  familiar  with  the  occasional  effects  of 
opium;  the  person  who  has  taken  of  that  valuable  drug  being 
Ircquenlly  affected  with  a  distressing  itching  of  the  skin,  but,  for 
(he  most  part,  unattended  with  any  efflorescence  on  the  surface  of 
the  body.  Upon  consulting  those  who  have  ivrillen  on  the  va- 
rious diseases  of  the  skin,  I  do  nol  6ad  any  notice  of  snch  affections 
being  induced  by  the  internal  use  of  the  tc  re  bint  bin  ate  articles 
M  frequenlly  employed  in  medicine.   1  have  therefore  thought 
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that  the  communication  of  the  observations  I  have  made,  might 
not  be  uninteresting  to  the  gentlemen  of  this  meeting. 

In  July  last,  I  visited  a  married  lady  labouring  under  leucorrhoea. 
The  disease  came  on  after  the  birth  of  an  only  child,  ^|pfik  she 
bore  in  her  first  marriage;  and  had  continued  from  that  ^^^  em- 
bracing a  period  of  eleven  years.  Many  physicians  on  the  conti- 
oeot  of  Europe  had  been  consulted,  and  a  variety  of  remedies  had 
been  employed,  without  her  having  obtained  any  relief.  These 
drcumstances  induced  me  to  solicit  an  opportunity  of  making  an 
examination  per  vaginam ;  and  not  finding  any  derangement  in  the 
fliracture  of  the  uterus,  or  in  the  canal  conducting  to  that  organ, 
I  entertained  a  hope,  that  she  might  derive  benefit  from  the  use 
of  medicine.  I  directed  a  mixture,  composed  of  equal  parts  of 
balsam  copaiba,  and  the  spirit  of  nitrous  aether^  (suspended  in- wa- 
ter by  means  of  the  acacia  gum,«nd  sweetened  with  loaf  sugar,) 
in  doses  of  half  a  drachm  of  the  copaiba,  night  and  morning.  After 
having  continued  this  medicine  for  about  a  week,  this  lady  was 
a  •flacked,  in  the  evening,  with  pains  in  the  larger  joints,  accom- 
panied by  some  uneasiness  at  stomach,  and  soon  followed  by  a  vio- 
lent Itching  and  tingling  in  the  skin.  The  next  moraing;!  found 
By  patient  greatly  disfigured ;  all  those  parts  of  her  body  which 
were  exposed,  being  covered  with  an  efflorescence  of  a  damask 
re<1  colour.  The  spots,  taken  sing^,  might  have  been  about 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  a  slight  elevation  in  4ho 
centre.  For  the  most  part  they  had  coalesced  in  patches' of  an  in- 
definite figure.  The  eyelids  were  swollen,  and  there  was  a  great 
swelling  of  the  face.  There  was  likewise  considerable  iiUumes- 
cencc  of  the  hands  and  arms.  In  the  course  of  a  few  days,  by 
omitting  the  copaiba^  and  by  resorting  to  a  light  diet  and  gentle 
purging,  by  means  of  the  supertartrate  of  potash,  the  eruption 
vanished. 

At  first,  1  was  disposed  to  view  this  eruption,  attendant  on  the 
exhibition  of  the  copaiba,  as  attributable  to  a  peculiarity  of.  con- 
stitution, that  might  not  often  be  met  with.  But,  not  long  after, 
a  different  impression  was  made  on  my  mind,  In  consequence  of  a 
similar  eruption  which  occurred  in  a  gentleman  under  my  care  for 
gcmorrhoea.  In  the  month  of  September,  after  the  puriform  dis- 
charge from   the   urethra  had  been  cntirrly  remov<'(l,  he  was 
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affected  will)  nnei-uplion,  to  lite  best  of  m;  rccollcclion,  hearing  all 
llie  character  ol'  netllc  rasb. 

Since  thai  period,  Iwo  other, cases  oreniption  in  persons  taking 
the  balsam  copaiba,  have  come  under  my  notice.  Here,  how- 
ever, (lie  diiieaae  has  appeared  lo  me  to  resemble  more  strictly 
(he  roseola,  as  depicted  by  Willan,  in  his  valuable  work  on  the 
diseases  of  the  fkin.  One  was  in  a  young  gentleman  who  had 
consulted  me  for  the  gonorrhcca.  I  had  seen  my  patient  in  the 
morning  i  in  the  evening  he  came  to  my  house^  in  great  alarm, 
(he  skin  on  his  breast  and  arms  being  covered  with  red  blotches, 
not  elevated,  generally  coalescing  in  patches,  and  bearing  some 
resemblance  to  scarlatina,  Ibough  rather  fainter  in  colour.  The 
oiher  occurred  in  a  person,  who,  on  inquiry,  I  found  had  been 
taking  copaiba  for  gonorrhtca.  In  both  these  instances,  Ihe  afTec- 
tion  of  the  ^in  disappeared  in  three  days,  on  omitting  the  copai- 
ba, and  employing  the  supertartrate  of  potash,  as  a  gentle  laxative. 

The  balsam  employed  in  the  foregoing  cases  was  procured  from 
three  different  shops  in  the  city,  thus  precluding  (he  probability 
of  any  of  those  adulterations,  or  accidental  changes,  which  so  fre- 
quently impair  (he  virtues  of  our  remedies,  or  impart  (olhem  new 
and  deleterious  properties.  1  am  iherefore  inclined  (o  believe, 
thai  the  inconvenience  experienced  may  be  fairly  imputed  to  Ihe 
article  itself:  and  this  is  confirmed  by  the  observalions  as  pub- 
lished by  Ahkstrono,  in  1 G 1 8.  Future  observations  may  explain 
the  cause  and  point  out  the  means  of  prevention. 


Ahticle  XII- — Accmnt  of  Operations  for  destroying  the  Stone,  per- 
formed by  M.  CiviALE,  In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Hodgt  from  R.  Lii 
Rocht,  JM.  D. 

HikncUles,  Oct.  19,  1B37. 
When  1  arrived  at  Paris,  1  was  very  desirous  of  seeing  M. 
CiTiALE  operate  for  the  stone  ;  for,  independendy  of  (he  curiosity 
which  every  member  of  (he  profession  must  naturally  feel,  and 
which  of  course  I  felt,  lo  witness  an  operation  of  which  so  much 
has  been  said,  and  which  is  regarded  by  the  most  competent 
judges  as  likely  lo  supersede,  in  many  cases,  the  necessity  for 
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the  ordinary  painful  and  dangerous  method,  I  had  other  motives 
for  wishing  to  see  it.  These  were  to  find  out  the  causes  of  our 
tailures  in  Philadelphia,  with  the  instruments,  such  as  they  had 
been  described  to  us  by  our  friend  Dr.  Brown  ;  failures  too  in 
which  I  felt  rather  interested,  inasmuch  as  I  had  been  one  of  the 
first  to  recommend  the  operation  to  our  countrymen,  and  to  ex- 
patiate on  the  great  benefits  that  were  likely  to  resort  from  its 
adoption  by  our  sui^eons.  An  opportunity  soon  presented  itself 
of  gratifying  my  wishes ;  for  having  gone,  on  the  morning  of  the 
S8th  of  June,  (in  company  with  Dr.  M'Clouglin,  a  very  amiable 
and  intelligent  English  physician  with  whom  1  had  the  pleasure 
of  becoming  acquainted  at  Paris,  and  to  whom  1  am  under  many 
obligations,)  to  the  Hospital  du  Gros  Caillou,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  M.  Larrey,  we  there  met  M.  Civiale,  to  whom  Dr.  M^C. 
introduced  me,  and  who  kindly  invited  us  to  his  house  the  next 
day,  to  witness  the  operation  on  several  individuals.  I  need 
hardly  tell  you  1  gratefully  accepted  the  invitation,  and  was  punc- 
tual at  the  rendezvous. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  two  individuals.  A  third  had 
bis  bladder  explored^  with  a  view  of  finding  out,  if  there  remained 
in  Itj  any  fragments  of  calculus;  for  he  had  been  operated  upon 
several  times.  In  the  first  of  the  two  before  mentioned  individu- 
als, the  stone  had  been  in  part  pulverized  and  broken,  in  some 
previous  sittings ;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  fragment  had  passed 
into  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  and  was  stopped  within  half  an  inch 
or  an  inch  of  the  end  of  the  penis.  M.  Civiale  succeeded,  by 
means  of  a  pair  of  dissecting  forceps,  in  breaking  this  fragment, 
and  extracting  it  by  pieces;  for  it  was  very  large,  much  more  so, 
indeed,  than  was  at  first  expected,  and  so  irregular  as  to  adhere 
very  firmly  to  the  coats  of  the  canal.  Another,  but  smaller  piece, 
was  discovered  a  little  lower  down,  and  scooped  out,  with  the 
help  of  one  of  the  blades  of  the  lithontriptic  forceps.  This  done, 
M.  C.  introduced  a  curved  gum-elastic  canula  into  the  bladder, 
and  through  it  injected  some  water  into  that  viscus.  I  must  here 
mention,  th<it  after  the  canula  is  removed,  the  greater  portion  of 
the  water  remains  in  the  bladder,  which  I  confess  somewhat 
astonished  me ;  for  I  had  been  induced  to  expect,  that  the  liquid, 
by  irritating  the  mucous  membrane  of  (he  bladder,  would  compel 
the  viscus  to  contract,  and  empty  itself.     Perhaps  it  is  to  guard 
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;igiiinst  Una  cITrcI,  wlitcli  I  Dciw  suspect  nill  only  arlae  lioui  [lie 
stimalut!  of  ilistPiilron,  Ihal  M.  C,  never  injecia  more  waler  tliiiii 
the  bliidiler  can  well  receive  nilh  ease,  and  always  infjuircs  ol 
ihe  patient,  the  best  jndge  in  those  mailers,  if  a  Bufficient  quantity 
has  been  thrown  in. 

The  next  step  in  the  operation  was  the  intrcxluclion  of  the  in- 
sirumenls.  Thb),  as  you  may  remember,  was  thought  in  Ame- 
rica to  be  diflicull,  and  eren  to  con»Ulule  one  of  (be  greatest  ob- 
jections (o  tlie  operation  itself;  because  these  instruments  are 
straight,  while  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  through  which  they  must 
necessarily  pass,  is  curved.  Be  the  shape  of  the  urethra,  however, 
what  it  may,  no  such  diificuliy  was  encountered  by  M.  Civiale. 
I  will  even  go  further,  and  affirm,  that  in  these  cases,  the  intro- 
duction was  affected  with  more  facility,  and  in  much  less  lime, 
than  I  had  ever  seen  done  by  other  surgeons,  with  the  common 
curved  sound;  so  that  I  am  disposed  to  conclude,  that  all  the  ob- 
jections raised  against  the  operation,  and  grounded  solely  on  the 
shape  of  the  instruments,  can  be  very  easily  removed  by  witneaa- 
Ing  A  trial  of  them  by  a  skilful  eargeon.  After  searching  a  little 
while,  n  fragment  of  stone  was  discovered ;  but,  as  it  was  some- 
what small,  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  grasping  it  firmly 
enough  between  the  blades  of  Ihe  forceps  lo  allow  the  full  etl'ect 
of  the  file.  This  was  linally  done,  however,  and  us  the  slonc 
was  Bofl  nod  friable,  the  boring  was  accomplished  in  a  very  few 
minutes.  A  quantity  of  sand  raised  with  waler  was  passed  out 
during  the  operalioD  between  the  urethra  and  tlie  sound.  No 
difficulty  was  found  in  turning  the  stone  when  it  had  been  bored  ; 
all  Ihat  was  necesaary  was  to  loosen  it  a  little  in  the  forceps,  turn 
them  rather  suddenly,  and  move  them  about.  The  boring  was 
once  more  resumed ;  aOer  which,  the  instrumenls  being  removed, 
the  patient  was  allowed  lo  make  water.  Another  operation,  to 
which  be  mas  lo  submit  a  few  days  after,  has  probably  terminated 
the  business  in  this  case,  and  rid  the  palieni,  at  least  for  some 
time,  of  his  painful  complaint.  He  appears  to  have  laboured  a 
very  long  lime  nnder  Ihe  calculous  diathesis;  as  he  is  now  up- 
wards of  sixty  years  of  age,  and  was  cut  at  twelve  years  for  the 
stone.  M.  C.  was  not  a  little  pleased  to  point  out  lo  me  a  fistu- 
loas  opei^ng  in  the  perineum  of  this  man,  consequent  on  the  ope- 
ration Insl  alluded  lo. 
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The  secMKl  patient  was  about  fifly  yean  of  age,  aod  had  la<r 
boured  a  long  time  under  the  disease.  The  stone  was  very  hard 
and  large,  and  had  already  necessitated  eight  operations.  Water 
was  injected,  as  in  the  former  case  ,*  the  instruments  were  intro- 
duced with  the  same  facility ;  the  stone  seized  almost  immediately^ 
bored,  turned,  and  bored  again,  several  times.  M.  Cifiale  did  not 
expect  to  remove  all  that  remains  of  the  calculus,  without  three 
or  four  more  sittings.  As  regards  the  third  patient,  I  have  already 
said,  that  M.  C.  merely  sounded  him,  to  ascertain  if  there  remain- 
ed any  fragments  of  stone  in  bis  bladder.  This  was  accomplish^ 
ed  with  the  full  set  of  instruments,  so  that  if  any  thing  had  been 
found,  it  would  have  been  seized  at  once  and  destroyed. 

The  degree  of  pain,  caused  by  the  operation  in  the  cases  I  wit* 
oessed,  varied.  In  the  first  it  was  considerable,  and  the  patient 
could  hardly  prevent  himself  from  bearing  down  and  expelling  the 
water.  This  was  particularly  the  case  while  the  stone  was  sought 
after.  In  the  second,  much  less  pain  was  experienced ;  while  the 
third  patient  seemed  to  suffer  very  much,  from  the  motions  which 
were  necessarily  imparted  to  the  instrument,  with  a  view  of  ex- 
ploring the  whole  of  the  vifcus.  After  the  operfttion,  the  patients 
•eemed  very  little  incommoded,  and,  after  making  water,  walked 
out  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  They  are  subjected  to  a  suitable 
regimen,  for  preventing  the  occurrence  of  inflammation,  and  with 
the  same  intention  they  are  recommended  to  resort  frequently  to 
the  use  of  tepid  baths. 

This  method  of  removing  the  stone  from  the  bladder,  requires, 
as  you  may  readily  presume,  a  great  deal  of  dexterity,  aod  a  con- 
siderable experience  in  the  use  of  the  instruments,  on  the  part  of 
the  operator.  Many  of  the  best  surgeons  in  France  have  failed  in 
their  first  triaU ;  and  I  am  really  sorry  that  in  our  country  it  should 
have  been  laid  aside  90  soon,  merely  because  those  who  resorted 
to  it,  were  not  able  to  wield  the  instruments  at  once,  with  suffi- 
cient dexterity  to  seize  and  bore  the  stone  as  readily  as  those  who 
had  more  experience  than  they.  As  regards  M.  Civulc,  it  is 
impossible  to  see  him  operate  without  admiring  the  care  with  which 
he  introduces  the  instruments,  and  accomplishes  all  the  steps  of 
the  operation.  It  is  true,  that  this  dexterity  can  only  be  acquired 
by  long  exercise ;  but  can  we  not  say  the  same  of  all  operations?  and 
ought  a  surgeon  to  lay  aside,  in  despair,  and  even  to  censure,  a  new, 
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leu  paiiitiil,  anil  tesi  dangerous  method  or  ridding  a  palienl  ul  the 
ftlone,  because,  afler  piislilng  into  the  bladder  nn  improper  instru- 
ment, be  has  failed  to  grasp  the  etone,  and  to  destro;  it  t  I  have 
said  an  improper  iaslriimeat,  because,  »fter  wilnessmg  M.  Civi- 
A»'s  operations,  and  examining  attentively  his  inslrnmenls,  1  !im 
convinced  that  the  Tailuresin  America  arise  from  the  improper 
construction  of  those  made  use  of  there.  For  example,  M.  Civi- 
ale's  forceps,  present,  when  closed  and  placed  in  the  canuln,  an 
olive  like  ezlremiiy.  This  is  easily  done;  for  two  of  the  blades 
nhich  are  curved  in  at  the  extremity  are  of  the  same  length,  and 
placed  in  pretty  close  contact,  while  the  third,  being  longer,  laps, 
Bs  it  were,  over  the  olhers,snd,  the  extremity  being  curved  like  that 
of  the  former,  forms  the  extreme  end  of  the  olive,  sod,  when  em- 
bued  with  simple  cerate,  offers  little  or  no  roughness  to  the  urethra, 
as  it  is  pushed  along  into  the  bladder.  In  order  that  (he  blades 
should  be  of  sufficieut  strength,  they  are  made  pretty  thick,  and 
are  rather  larger  when  closed  than  the  canula,  so  that  tliej  can- 
not pass  through  the  latter ;  and  to  be  placed  at  the  end  of  it,  it  is 
necessary  to  introduce  their  stem  backwards,  into  this  stem  is 
also  introduced  backwards,  that  of  the  rasp  or  file.  Here,  Iheu, 
is  B  complete  instrument,  three  in  one,  the  extremity  of  which  is 
formed  by  the  forceps,  and  of  the  proper  shape  for  finding  its  way 
into  the  bladder.  Now  mark  the  dilference.  In  the  first  lri»l 
made  in  Philadelphia,  the  surgeon  attempted  to  introduce  the  ca- 
nula, without  the  forceps,  or  any  thing  else,  in  il,  which  could  af- 
ford B  round  extremity ;  and  it  was  only  after  working  at  it  a  tjnur- 
ler  of  an  hour  with  an  instrument  which  was  naturally  impeded 
in  its  prepress  by  the  folds  of  the  urethra,  that  a  bougie  wn» 
placed  in  the  canula,  and  enabled  it  to  be  introduced.  But  all  these 
trials  had  tended  to  increase  the  already  great  irritability  of  the 
bladder  and  urethra :  so  that,  when  water  was  injected  into  it,  it  was 
almost  immediately  expelled;  and  the  patient  suffered  so  much 
pain,  on  the  inlroductiou  of  Mr.  RonEit's  ingenious  forceps,  of  which 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  by  and  by,  that  the  operator  de- 
sisted, and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  never  again  made 
trial  of  the  iuslrumcnis.  In  the  next  trials,  the  canula  wa» 
again  Introduced  without  the  focceps,  the  round  extremity  being 
made  by  means  of  a  steel  rod,  which  was  removed  to  make  room 
for  the  forceps.   It  must  be  very  clear,  that  these,  in  order  to  pas& 
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freeJy  thrd^^h  the  canula,  must  be  very  thin  and  pliable,  too  much 
so  iodeed  to  grasp  firmly  a  calculus  subjected  to  a  powerful  fric- 
tioo ;  and,  2ndly,  even  supposing  that  the  forceps  had  answered,  it  is 
evident  that  the  lithontriptor  must  be  too  small  at  the  extremity 
to  allow  it  to  make  a  sufficiently  large  hole  m  the  stone ;  and  that, 
before  a  large  calculus  could  have  been  destroyed  by  it,  it  would 
be  necessary  that  the  boring  should  have  been  repeated  at  least 
one  hundred  times.  As  regards  Mr.  Lukens's  instrument,  in  which 
many  of  the  objections  to  which  I  have  alluded  were  obviated,  1 
can  say  nothing ;  as  I  do  not  know,  that  more  than  one  trial  was 
made  of  it  in  America,  and  that  too  in  an  individual  whose  ure- 
thra was  very  small  and  irritable.  M.Civu£.b,  however,  told  me, 
that  one  of  the  greatest,  objections  to  it  was,  that  when  the  stone 
was  once  enclosed  in  the  kind  of  steel  basket  in  which  the  forceps 
terminate,  it  was  impossible  to  get  rid  of  it,  in  order  to  withdraw 
the  instrument*  Of  this  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  competent  to 
juc^e. 

Several  surgeons  have  devoted  great  attenticm  to  this  opera- 
Uon  in  France,  and  some  have  made  alterations  in  the  instniments, 
which  are  regarded  by  them  and  their  friends  as  improvements, 
but  by  others  as  not  worthy  of  much  notice.  Among  these  modi' 
yifTf,  M.  Hevrteloup  and  M.  Meirien  are  more  spoken  of  than 
any  others.  Having  never  seen  the  instruments  made  use  of  by 
the  former,  1  must  be  silent  on  the  subject  of  them.  As  regards 
those  which  M«  Meiiueii  has  contrived,  having  had  an  opportunity, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of  this  city,  of  examin- 
ing them,  as  well  as  of  hearing  M.  M.  describe  them  himself,  1 
will  communicate  to  you  all  1  heard  and  saw  on  that  occasion.  As 
is  generally  the  case  on  such  occasiobs,  M.  Meuuen,  before  de- 
scribing his  own  instruments,  pointed  out  the  defects  of  M.  Ci- 
vulb's.  He  remarked,  1st,  that  the  olive,  which  the  three  blades 
of  the  forceps  form  by  their  union,  not  being  complete,  its  intro- 
duction is  difficult,  and  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
dipping  into  the  interstices  which  exist  between  them,  may  be  torn 
(or,  as  he  expressed  it,  ploughed)  by  the  lithontriptor.  Sod.  The 
strawberry  extremity  of  the  lithontriptor  presenting  a  larger  di- 
ameter than  the  cavity  of  the  tube  of  the  stem  of  the  forceps,  it 
is  impossible  to  introduce  and  withdraw  it  at  pleasure,  so  that  it  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  distend  the  bladder,  to  introduce  primarily 
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y  callieter,  and  inject  water  tnlo  thai  viscol  before  the 
n  of  the  inBlrumcnta,  tvliich  complkaleB  the  operation 
Moreover,  as  the  water  injected  into  the  bladder  alivaj'B  escapes 
daring  the  operation,  it  may  happen,  owing  to  the  diSicnItj  of  re- 
(ilacing  it,  thnt  the  bladder  will  embrace  powerfully  the  stone  and 
the  inatrumenlB,  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  the  surgeon  trill  net 
be  able  to  get  rid  of  the  former,  aod  from  Ibis  to  disengage  the 
inslrument,  with  a  view  of  withdrawing  it  from  the  bladder ;  or  if 
It  succeed,  it  may  only  be  with  the  danger  of  pinching  and  tearing 
that  riacua,  3d.  This  accident  ia  ao  much  the  more  to  be  feared, 
as  the  hooks  which  form  the  extreme  enda  of  the  bladea  of  the 
forceps  pass  over  each  other,  and  can,  consequently,  the  more 
readily  seize  and  tear  the  coats  of  the  bladder.  The  fear  of  this 
accident  ia  not  imaginary  ;  for  it  has  been  found,  by  diaaectiona,  to 
bare  realty  happened.  4lh.  For  numerous  reasona,  which  are 
easily  appreciated  when  we  have  the  inatruments  before  ns,  the 
stone  ia  often  with  difficulty  grasped,  or  ills  seized  improperly, 
(as  for  example,  by  its  long  diameter,  or  by  one  of  its  extremities 
only,)  and  then  it  escapes  very  readily.  This  also  happens,  when 
the  diamelerof  the  atone  ia  more  than  eighteen  lines.  5lh.  When 
the  stone  is  seized  in  the  most  favourable  manner  possible,  and 
lirmty  secured,  it  is  only  in  our  power  to  bore  one  bole  in  it  of 
the  size  of  the  lithonlriptor,  that  is,  from  two  to  four  lines  in  di- 
ameter. It  is  necessary  to  seize  it,  and  loosen  it  a  great  number  of 
times,  which  prolongs  the  operation,  aod,  conserjuently,  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  patient ;  for  the  seizing  of  the  stone  is  the  most  dif- 
ficult part  of  the  operation  for  the  surgeon,  and  the  most  painful 
for  the  patient,  who  generally  does  not  complain  during  the  time 
we  act  upon  the  stone,  particularly  if  the  latter  has  been  well 
isolated  from  the  parietes  of  the  bladder.  Repetitions  of  the  ope- 
ration arc  always  dangerous,  when  very  frequent.  "  I  have  found, 
on  trial  on  a  stone  out  of  the  bladder,  that  to  destroy  one  of  an 
inch  diameter,  and  which  ia  pulverized  in  ten  minutes  by  means 
of  my  instruroenLs,"  (it  is  M.  Meirien  who  speaks,)  »'  it  required  to 
be  bored  (hirty-two  times  with  M.  Civiai.e''b  i  and,  even  then,  there 
remained  fragments  which  could  not  have  passed  through  the 
urethra.  It  must  be  noticed  also,  that  us  the  stone  was  before 
me,  I  could  place  it  in  the  moBt  favourable  positions  within  Ihe 
claws  of  the  forceps ;  which  cannot,  of  course,  be  no  readily  done 
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when  it  is  iflWie  bladder;  it  happens  sometimes,  also,  that  after 
the  stone  is  loosened,  and  again  seized,  the  llthontriptor  is  pushed 
agiiiost  a  part  already  bored,  and  it  is  necessary  once  more  to  alter 
the  position  of  the  stone. 

*^  6th.  If,  in  the  Common  operation  for  the  extraction  of  the  stone, 
in  which  the  sui^on  has  it  in  his  power  to  explore  the  cavity  of 
the  bladder  wifh  his  finger,  he  is  liable  to  leave  fragments  in  that 
viscQ^,  when  the  stone  has  heen  brdken  by  the  forceps,  the  same 
accident  can  so  much  the  more  readily  happen  in  the  new  opera- 
tion ;  for  we  do  not  possess  in  this  the  same  means  of  OKamining 
the  hiterior  of  the  bladder.  In  consequence  of  this,  it  happens 
that  patients  are  imperfectly  cared.  Of  the  truth  of  thi?,  i  htf ve 
in  my  possession  many  proofs.  It  is,  therefore,  essentially  neces- 
sary that  the  stone  should  be  completely  pulverized.^^ 

After  stating  the  preceding  objections  to  M.  Civiale's  instru- 
ments, M.  Meirien  proceeded  to  g!v€^  a  description  of  his  own. 
^  So  many  inconveniences,''  he  remarked,  ^'  call  for  modifications. 
I  will  not  occupy  your  attention  with  all  the  trials  I  have  made ; 
bat  only  with  the  principal  ones,  and  the  last  instruments  which  I 
employ.  I  at  finit  constructed  an  instrument  like  the  forceps  of 
M.  LcROY,  which  is  nothing  more  than  the  ball  extractor  of  Acr 
raoirsiir.  The  extremities  consisted  of  spoons,  which  formed  a 
complete  olive  at  the  end  of  the  external  sound ;  but  when  the 
stone  was  voluminous,  it  was  difficult  to  secure  it  very  firmly. 
With  the  view  of  preventing  the  Ission  of  the  bladder,  I  had 
adapted  to  the  external  canula  a  screw  which  prevented  the  com- 
plete approximation  of  the  blades.  In  order  to  destroy  the  stone,  I 
Bade  use  of  a  llthontriptor,''  (or,  as  he  calls  It,  a  lithorineur;)  ^^  that 
if,  of  astern  of  steel,  terminated  by  two  files,  which,  being  separated 
and  approximated  at  will,  allowed  me  to  destroy  a  large  surface 
of  the  calculus.  •  The  llthontriptor  being  withdrawn  and  replaced 
at  will,  through  the  tube  of  the  forceps,  I  could  Very  easily  inject 
water,  when  necessary,  into  the  bladder,  without  deranging  the 
instruments.  Yet  there  was  this  inconvenience  to  the  instrument, 
that  it  was  not  always  possible  to  extract  all  the  fragments  of  the 
stone.  With  the  view  of  effecting  this,  I  had  made  use  of  forceps 
similar  to  those  of  HuirrER ;  with  this  difference,  however,  that 
they  could  bend  at  an  inch  from  the  extremity,  so  as  to  explore 
evi.'ry  part  of  the  bladder.     This  forceps  was  pushed  into  that 
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«iscui,  throiigb  Ihe  lute  ol*  ihe  lai^er  I'orceps,  beCo^occopieil  by 
the  borer:  by  m^anx  ol'  a  small  screw  near  the  exlernal  end  of 
its  stem,  il  could  be  bent,  the  blades  opened  :  llie  fragment  being 
■eciired,  I  brought  it  within  the  claws  of  Ihe  larger  forceps,  se- 
cured it,  withdrew  Ihe  small  forceps,  and  introduced  Ibe  litboii- 
Iriplor.  This  la»[  inslrumcnt  (the  email  lurcep»)  is  Ibe  only  one 
of  that  set,  which  I  muke  use  of  at  present. 

!'  Instead  of  the  three  bladcd  forceps,  I  now  employ  one  with 
from  six  lo  leu.  These  blades,  like  Ihe  others,  are  made  of  steel, 
separate  from  each  other,  in  consequence  oflheir  own  elasticity, 
and  are  brought  in  opposition  by  means  of  a  very  line  silk  cord, 
passing  from  one  blade  lo  Ibe  other,  at  Iheir  eilremily,  and  af- 
lerwiird.''  communicating  exteriorly  through  Ihe  stem.  The  dis- 
J)osition  of  Ihe  instrument  is  such  that  I  seixe  the  stone  with  the 
greatest  liiciiity,  and  Ihal  the  IragmenIs  that  mighl  escape  from 
between  the  blades  into  the  bladder  would  always  be  small  enough 
In  pass  out  through  the  canal  of  the  urethra.  The  strength  of 
this  instrument  is  very  considerable.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that 
in  all  the  olher  inalrumenls  there  exists  a  lever  of  the  third  spe- 
cies, which  is  Ihe  least  advantageous  of  its  kind;  because  the  ful- 
crum and  the  power  are  very  near  each  olber,  whilst  the  resistance 
is  at  a  great  distance,  which  necessitates  so  much  force  as  to  en- 
danger the  breaking  of  the  blades.  In  my  instrument,  the  me- 
chanism is  dilferent.  Here  the  power  is  placed  beyond  the  resist- 
ance, by  means  of  ihe  silk  placed  at  the  eslremily  of  each  blade. 
The  instrument  is  used  with  the  greatest  facility.  After  having  in- 
troduced ilinto  Ihe  bladder,  1  open  the  forceps,  sound  for  the  stone, 
and  inject  through  the  slem  six  ounces  of  waler,  Having  found 
thestone,i  open  the  instrument  upon  it,by  merely  pushing  a  screw, 
which  loosens  the  silk,  and  1  plunge  upon  Ihe  stone,  which  cau  no 
r  escape.     I  tighten  ihe  silk;  the  blades,  in  consequence, 


nd  Ihe  latter  ii 


mfined  within 


wound  the  blad- 


close  beyond  the  stone,  ( 
■ort  of  steel  basket. 

"  There  is  nothing  in  my  instrument 
der  or  the  urethra.  In  order  lo  seize  Ihe  calculus,  1  am  compelled, 
as  in  the  other  methods,  to  place  my  patient  In  a  fatiguing  pas- 
turn.  But,  however,  when  it  is  once  secured  In  the  forceps,  I 
make  use  of  a  particular  kind  of  bed,  with  a  peculiar  screw,  which 
can  he  taed,  also,  to  any  table.     In  this  screw,  which  can  be 
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raised  and  iJVered  at  will,  the  instraments  may  be  firmly  fixed;  fo 
that,  while  destroying  the  calculus,  the  patient  experiences  no 
jarring  ;^'  which  he  must  necessarily  do,  when  the  instruments  are 
merely  held  by  an  assistant.  Like  M.  Civiale,  M.  Meirien  makes 
use  of  the  bow  ih  order  to  put  the  lithotttriptor  in  motion.  ^^  With 
mj  instruments,^'  he  continues,  '^1  attack  the  stone  on  a  flat  sur- 
face ;  I  next  turn  it,  in  order  to  destroy  another  part  of  its  cir- 
cumference. The  turning  is  easily  effected  by  loosening  the  <tone, 
and  allowing  it  to  fall  in  the  inverted  cone,  formed  by  the  blades 
of  thie  forceps.  In  this  way  I  proceed  to  the  last«  filing  the  small- 
est fragment,  and  reducing  the  whole  to  powder.^' 

All  the  instruments  here  alluded  to  by  M.  M.  I  saw ;  and  I  "C^n 
Touch  ibr  the  correctness  of  his  description.  They  are  air  reftlly 
▼ery  Ingeniously' contrived;  and  if  they  succeed  as  well  on  Ihe 
living,  as  they  have  done  here  on  the  dead  subject,  he  will  cer- 
tainly deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  alterations  he  has 
made  In  the  instruments  already  in  use :  for,  to  grind  down  the 
stene  hi  one,  or  at  most.  In  two  sittings,  and  to  leave  no  fragments 
behlfid,  capable  of  forming  the  nuclei  of  future  stones,  is  doubtless  a 
desideratum.  But  time  and  6tperl6nce  alone  will  decide  how  fair 
M.  M.  is  founded  in  his  high  pretensions ;  for,  although  he  ttflks 
pretty  largely  of  what -he  has  accomplished,  and  of  the  ease  with 
which  be  destroys  in  one  fitting  a  stone  of  ordinary  siz^,  (which 
has  always  been  the  case  in  his  operations,)  we  have  only,  sa  f^t\. 
as  I  know,  his  own  word  for  it;  whereas  M.  Civiale^  success  \k^  ,  ' 
koown  to  every  one,  at  least  in  France,  and  his  operations  are'f.v>'\. 
already  very  numerous.  *  L'^*^- 

You  will  have  remarked,  that  between  M.  M.'s  forceps  and  that  "*  • 
contrived  two  or  three  years  ago  by  Mr.  Rorer  in  Philadelphia, 
there  is  a  great  analogy ;  for,  in  both,  the  blades  of  the  forcepsare 
made  to  approximate  and  to  secure  the  stone,  by  means  of  a  piece 
of  silk  cord  passing  from  one  to  the  other.  M.  M.'s,  however,  has 
this  great  advantage  over  the  other,  that  the  blades  instead  of  be- 
ing three  in  number,  and  forming,  with  the  cord  at  the  extremi- 
ty, a  triangular  opening  too  small  to  admit  a  common  sized  calcu- 
lus, are  eight  or  ten,  and  consequently  present  a  circular  opening 
in  which  almost  any  stone  can  enter.  Between  the  blades,  also, 
none  but  very  small  fragments  can  pass;  whereas,  between  those 
in  Mr.  Rorkr''»  forceps,  large  ones  can  find  an  exit  into  the  blad- 
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der.     M.  M.'S  double  file  resembles  also  somewhat ^r.  Lukkns>', 
and  is  certainly,  if  of  sufficient  strength,  a  very  excellent  one. 

M.  Meirif.n  showed  us,  also,  several  other  instruments.  Among 
these  were  various  kinds  of  grinders,  which  it  would  require  too 
much  time  to  describe  here.  He  showed  us  a  sound,  made  of 
bell-metal,  hollow,  curved,  and  foFifted,^  as  it  were,  of  rings  one 
in  the  other.  The  advantage  of  this  is,  that  in  passing  the  stone  it 
makes  a  considerable  noise,  so  that  the  existence  of  the  latter  in 
the  bladder  is  easily  discovered ;  which  is  sometimes  difficult  to  do 
with  the  ordinary  sounds,  because  they  may  pass  over  the  stone 
without  the  grating  being  heard.  In  order  to  increase  the  sound, 
he  has  adapted  a  trumpet-like  opening  at  the  outer  extremity. 
For  this  instrument  he  is  entitled,  however,  as  be  allows  himself, 
to  very  little  credit ;  the  annular  part  having  been  proposed  by 
M.  Recamier,  and  the  expanded  one  by  M.  Amussat.  All  he  has 
done,  is  to  combine  both  in  one  instrument.  He  also  showed  us 
a  gum  ekstic  catheter,  having  in  it  a  steel  instrument  which  he 
can  curve  or  straighten  at  will.  He  uses  it  to  straighten  the 
canal  of  the  nrethra  when  the  latter  is  so  carved  as  not  to  allow 
the  introduction  of  a  straight  sound.    He  is  the  inventor  of  it. 

The  most  curions  part  of  this  business,  however,  is,  that  M.  M., 
who  was  bred  a  physician,  and  is  yery  well  informed  in  his  pro- 
fession, manufactures  his  own  instruments.  They  are  as  well 
made  and  as  delicately  finished  as  any  I  ever  saw  in  France  or 
America.  I  will  merely  add,  that,  in  order  to  remove  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  parts,  which  sometimes  prevented  the  injection  from 
being  made,  M.  M.  has  had  recourse  to  frictions  around  the  anus, 
or  the  perineum,  &c.  with  an  ointment  composed  of  equal  parts  of 
extract  of  belladonna  and  simple  cerate.  He  was  led  to  this  by  the 
known  fact,  that  tins  substance  causes  a  dilatation  of  the  pupil. 
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Article  XIII.— JDti6/tn  Hospital  Reports^  1827.     Coticluded. 

Conformably  to  the  jfromise  g^ven  in  our  last  Dumber,  we  shall 
continue  our  analysis  of  this  interesting'  yolume.  The  paper  next 
in  order  is  entitled  a  ^^  Report  of  an  Inquiry  into  the  value  of  Me* 
diaie  Auscultation  as  a  Method  of  Diagnosis  in  Inflammations  of  the 
Pleura^  Langs^  and  Bronchia.  By  William  Strack,  M.  D.,  Physician 
in  ordinary  to  Sir  P.  Dun^s  Hospital^  ^c,  ^c."  The  writer,  after 
adverting  to  the  imperfections  of  percussion  as  a  method  of  explo- 
ration of  the  chest,  tells  as  that  it  still  affords^'  the  most  useful  aid 
in  practising*  mediate  auscultation ;  the  employment  of  which  is 
not  by  any  means  to  supersede  the  use  of  the  former :  for  it  hap- 
pens, by  a  very  singular  coincidence,  that  the  defects  of  the  one 
method  are  in  most  instances  accurately  supplied  by  the  other;  so 
that,  from  a  combination  of  both,  a  degree  of  certairfty,  as  to  the 
nature  of  thoracic  disease,  can  be  attained,  such  as  is  not  to  be 
had  with  respect  to  affections  of  any  other  cavity."  Dr.  Strack, 
is  not,  however,  so  sanguine  as  some  of  his  medical  brethren,  as  to 
the  possibility  of  distinguishing,  by  the  means  just  indicated,  between 
inflammation  of  (he  mucous,  serous,  and  parenchymatous  structures 
o(  the  thoracic  viscera.  In  acute  inflammation,  he  admits,  that  it  is 
easy  enough  to  form  the  diagnosis,  provided  the  practitioner  has 
an  opportunity  of  observing  the  disease  soon  after  its  formation  ; 
but  the  ca9s,  he  thinks,  is  widely  difierent,  when  we  are  called 
upon  to  pronounce  a  diagpsosis  in  a  disease  of  somewhat  protract- 
ed standing,  as  between  pneumonia  and  pleuritis. 

We  refrain,  at  this  lime,  from  any  very  minute  critical  analy- 
sis of  Dr.  Strack^s  doubts  in  this  particular ;  both  because  we  be- 
lieve that  his  evidence  is  rather  negative  than  positive,  and  because 
we  believe  that  our  readers  are  not  yet  familiar  enough  with  the 
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meaning  anil  vnliic  ol  llie  sign?  ileriveil  from  incilhile  aueciill.Tiinn 
to  luke  an  ioleresi  in  lUe  more  complex  view  of  llie  sulijecl. 
We  shall  nol,  however,  lose  sight  of  it,  Dr.  S.  is  IncliaeJ  lo  al- 
tach  more  importance,  in  cerlain  cases  of  ihoracic  disease,  to  the 
colour  of  the  face,  as  a  diagnostic  evidence.  Each  of  the  lliree 
inflainma lions,  vix.  "  pieurllis,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  possenses, 
when  Ihe  disease  is  nl  all  severe,  the  characlerislic  ofa  peculiar 
colour  of  the  countenance.''  Our  author  mentions  the  shades  of 
colour  which  he  conceives  to  be  indicalive  of  each  of  these 
diseases ;  and  explains  at  ?ome  length  the  causes  of  Ihe  various  co- 
lours of  Ihe  face,  piirlicularly  of  Ihe  cheeks.  He  admits,  however, 
■hat  all  this  is  only  applicable  to  these  affections  when  in  an  un- 
complicated form:  ivhen  they  are  coroplicuted  wJlh  each  other, 
Ihe  flush  peculiar  to  each  is  of  course  modified  by  that  attendant 
on  the  euperndded  alTeclion.  For  example,  iu  pi  euro-pneumonia, 
(that  is  where  inflammatioD  of  ihe  parencliyma  of  Ihe  lungs  is  com- 
plicated with  pleuritis,)  we  may  expect  to  find  the  dusky  lucid 
red  of  pneumonia  assuming  the  place  of  Ihe  llorid  red  of  pleuri- 
tis; because  a  moderate  degree  of  inflammalion  of  the  lung  will 
produce  a  greater  deviation  from  the  natural  colour  of  liic  couiv 
tcnaoce,  than  the  same  degree  of  intlammation  of  the  pleura." 
"Eveninstmple  pneutnouia,  it  may  happen,'''saysDr.  S.,'*  llial  Ihe 
colour  of  Ihe  countenance  ehall  approach  more  to  the  cast  describ- 
ed as  peculiar  lo  bronchitis,  than  to  that  of  genuine  pulmonic 
elTusion."  In  addition  to  Ihese  diOTicuUies  in  Ihe  way  of  correct 
diagnosis,  from  the  coloors  of  ihe  cheek,  in  thoracic  in  Ham  mat  ions, 
we  would  observe,  for  ourselves,  that  in  cases  of  hepaliCiOrgaslro- 
hepMtc  disease,  it  is  not  by  any  means  unusoal  losec  thai  deep  flush 
which  our  author  insists  on  as  a  sign  of  pneumonia. 

The  next  question  discussed,  is,  which  of  Ihe  three  above- 
meolioned  diseases  is  mosl  liable  to  become  superadded  (o  one  of 
the  others;  ihal  is,  which  of  the  tissues,  the  serous,  parenchyma- 
loos,  or  mucous,  is  most  liable  lo  be  consecutively  or«ympalheli- 
cally  affected  by  the  inflammation  spreading  from  either  of  the 
ithers.  Dr.  ^track  conceives  that  Ihe  extension  of  disease  Id  the 
pleura  from  the  mucous  membrane,  though  it  does  nol  olien  hap- 
is  comparatively  of  much  more  freijnenl  occurrence,  than  bron- 
chitis supervening  on  pleurisy.    The  very  revene  of  this  opJDioii 
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is  held  by  Launcc  ;  who,  in  hU  great  work,*  Vol.  I.  pp.  193-4,. tells 
us,  that  pulmonary  catarrh  is  commoDly  complicated  with  Dume« 
reus  afiections  of  the  pleura  and  pulmooarj  tissue,  of  which  it  is 
almost  always  the  effect...  It  is,  he  asserts,  rarely  the  cause  of 
other  thoracic  derapgements,  except  emphysema  of  the  lungs^  or 
dilatation  of  the  bronchia. 

In  the  complication  of  pleurisy  with  pneumonia,  (pleuro-pneu- 
monia,)  Dr.  S.,  coinciding  with  Lacnnec,!  regards  the  pulmonary 
Iteue  as  the  part  primarily  affected  in  the  major  number  of  these 
cstfesL  The  French  pathologist  tells  us,,  that  there  are  few  in- 
stances  of  simple  pneumonia ;  that  is,  without  the  presence,  of 
false  membranes  in  some  part  of  the  pleura  costalis  or  pulmona- 
Ik,  or  the  fusion  of  serum.  He  avers  also,  that  the  junction  of 
pleurisy  with  pneumonia  diminishes  the  danger,  by  the  compres- 
■ioB  on  the  lung  of  the  effused  fluid  in  the  cavity  of  the  pleura, 
moderating  the  inflammatory- action. 

The  next  question,  ^^  whether  does  inflammation  more  fre-^ 
qneni^y  spread  consecutively  from  the  mucous  to  the  parenchy- 
matous, or  from  the  parenchymatous  to  the  mucous  structure  of 
the  lungs  f  is  answered  both  byDrs.  Snucxand  Laennec,  ^^from 
the  parenchymatous  to  the  mucous  tissue.^'  Dr.  S.  concludes  his 
paper,  by  pointing  out  the  possibility  of  our  mistaking  acute  pleu- 
risy for  an  advanced  stage  of  pneumonia,  ^^  at  least  to  persons  not 
very  perfect  in  the  art  of  auscultation.^' 

In  order  to  preserve  the  continuity  of  subject,  we  shall  next 
DOtice  the  paper  consisting  oii^^Mditumal  Cases  from  the  Medical 
Wards  of  the  Meaih  Hospital.  By  R.  Qiuvbb,  M.  D.,  and  Wiluam 
Stokes,  M.  D."  These  are  to  be  considered,  independently  of 
the  clfhical  instruction  which  they  convey  in  other  respects, 
as  affording  additional  illustration  of  the  value  of  mediate  auscul- 
tation. That  we  may  be  the  better  understood  in  our  future  re- 
marks on  this  theme,  we  shall  here  present  our  readers  with  the 
terms  commonly  employed  in  conducting  stetboscopic  examioa- 
tion,  and  the  meaning  to  be  attached  to  them. 

I.  Auscultation  of  respiration. — The  sound,  of  respiration  is 
different,  in  the  pulmonary  tissue,  from  that  in  the  larynx,  trachea, 

*  Trtiti  de  L'AusculUtion  Mediate,  et  des  Makdies  des  Poumons  et  dii 
Cflnir.  Seconde  Edition.    Paris,  1826. 
t  Op.  ciUt.  p.  221,  Vol,  U. 
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nnd  great  bronchinl  (runks.    Tbc stethoscope,  in  Ibe  xoscullalion 
of  the  luQgfs,  must  be  ased  without  its  moveable  top. 

Putmonaiy  Reiptratory  Sound,  or  dimply  Rttpiratory  Mnrrrmr. — • 
If  tbe  «telhoacope  be  applied  to  the  cbcst  of  n  hesithy  person, 
the  examinef  wilt  Lear,  during  inspiralion  and  eipirnfion,  a  low, 
but  very  distinct  murmur ;  which  indicates  the  entrance  of  air  inio 
the  pultnoiury  tissue,  and  its  expolsion  therefrom.  This  murmur 
maybe  compared  to  that  of  a  bellows,  when  the  valve  or  clapper 
makes  do  noise;  or,  Blill  more,  to  that  which  would  be  heerd  hy 
the  naked  ear,  when  produced  by  an  occnsionnl  deep  inspiration  \a 
a  profouud  sleep.  It  is  dislinguishnble  at  all  parts  of  (he  chest, 
and  especially  in  those  regions  in  which  the  lungs  are  nearest  ■ 
the  surface  ;  that  is,  io  the  antero-superior,  lateral,  and  poslero- 
inferior  regions.  The  hollow  of  the  arm  pil,  and  the  space  com- 
pressed between  the  clavicle  and  the  superior  border  of  Ihe  tra- 
pezius muscle,  are  the  points  in  which  the  murmur  Is  most  percep* 
tiblc.  it  is  the  more  sonorous,  the  more  rapid  the  respiration.  In 
tnlante,  it  Is  quile  loud,  and  readily  beard  through  the  thickest 
clothing.  Occaaioually  this  is  heard  in  adults,  even  in  advanced 
life ;  it  is  called  putriU  rcspiraiioa. 

Sapiralory  Bronchial  Sound,  or  simply  Bronchial  Respiration,  is 
the  Doise  produced  by  inspiration  and  expiration,  in  the  larynx,  the 
trachea,  and  its  bifurcations  at  (he  root  of  the  lungs;  and  heurd 
when  one  end  of  the  stethoscope  is  applied  over  the  laryni,  and 
thfi  cervical  portion  of  the  trachea.  In  cases  of  compression  or 
engorgement  of  the  pulmonary  tissue,  by  which  the  air  is  prc- 
veated  from  passing  into  Ihe  air  cells,  the  bronchial  Is  the  only 
kind  of  respiration  which  is  heard.  In  pcripneumony,  it  is  one  of 
tbe  first  signs  of  hepatization,  aud  also  of  the  presence  ofluber- 
cles^t^lhe  summit  of  the  lungs. 

Caventoui  Rtapiratio*.  This  is  the  term  applied  to  the  sound 
produced,  during  etpiralion  and  inspiration,  by  an  excnvallon 
furined  out  of  the  substance  of  the  luogs;  either  by  soFlened  tu- 
bercles, or  gangrene,  or  abecess.  This  sound  resembles  the 
branchial  respiration.  The  sir  penelrales,  however,  into  a  more 
extensive  cavity  than  in  Ihe  common  bronchial  branches,  and  Ihe 
sound  must  qf  course  be  more  audible.  If  doubt  exist  as  to  its 
nature,  altenlion  to  (he  cough  anil  resonance  of  ihc  voice  will 
soli'G  the  diiicullv. 
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Wkisptrmg  RetpinUion.  lo  this  case,  the  sound  of  the  pttient^s 
breathing  seems  to  be  produced  by  the  air  directly  inspired  froift 
the  ear  ap^U^  to  tlie  stethoscope.  It  may  be  cansed  by  fits^f 
coagfakig,  and  even  by  the  modolations  of  the  TOice;  it  takes 
place  also  in  the  large  bronchial  tronlcs,  whenever  the  adjoining^ 
peliDonary  tissue  is  Indnrated,  or  more  dense  than  natural,  as  in 
pnenmonia.  in  'pulmonary  excavations.  It  always  indicates  that 
they  are  very  near  the  surface  of  the  lungs. 

LABaacc  /nentions  a  variety  of  this  whispering  respiration^ 
which  he  calls  the  veiled  whisper;  as  if  a  moveable  veil  were  in- 
terpoaed,  between  a  pulmonary  excavation  and  the  ear  of  the  ob- 
server. 

U.  AoscvLTATioii  OF  THE  VOICE. — The  souud,  when  the  patient 
speaks,  striking  on  the  ear  applied  to  the  stethoscope,  will  vary 
very  much  in  its  tone  and  intensity,  according  to  ihe  state  of  the 
pelmonary  apparatus  at  the  time.  One  of  the  most  usual  noises 
is  pectorikfitdim.  This  consists  in  the  transmission  of  the  voice 
Ibroqgh  the  cylinder  in  a  more  direct  and  forcible  manner  than 
ordinary;  and  is  produced  by  tul>ercles  in  a  state  of  ulceratiDii| 
Ibrming  ca? ities,  through  the  dense  walls  of  which,  4he  vibration 
of  the  tracheo*bronchial  tree  is  more  readily  conducted  than  in 
the  healthy  state  of  the  lungs.  The  resonance  of  the  voice  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  respiratory  organs,  whether  in  thelf 
healthy  or  diseased  state,  presents  nuroet*ous  varieties,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  are,  1.  The  resonance  of  the  voice  in  the  pulmo- 
nary  tissue.  2.  In  the  larynx  and  trachea.  9.  In  the  large 
bronchial  trunks.  4.  In  the  small  bronchial  branches.  5.  In  the 
excavations  accidentelly  formed  in  the  pulmonary  tissue.  6.  A 
peculiar  phenomenon  to  which  the  term  tgophony  is  applied. 
When  examining  the  state  of  the  voice  in  these  cases,  the  stetho^ 
scope  is  to  be  used  entire,  with  its  top  or  moveable  end  properly 
adjusted  to  the  body  of  the  instrument. 

The  resonance  of  the  voice,  in  a  healthy  subject,  is  quite  India- 
tioct;  and  only  produces  a  sensation  on  the  ear  of  a  slight  hum- 
ming, corresponding  to  the  vibration  felt  by  the  hand  on  Xht  chest 
of  a  person  speaking. 

The  second  variety,  or  louyngophonff^  conveys  the  impresskm 
of  the  direct  transmission  of  sound  from  the  larynx  or  trachea,  to 
the  ear  of  the  examiner ;  and  prevents  his  hearing  the  sounds 
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coining  from  the  mouth.  It  resembled  pectoriloquism;  and  will 
five  a  person  a  very  good  idea  of  this  latter  phenomcnou,  who 
has  not  an  opportanity  of  observing  it  on  a  diseased  subject. 

The  third  variety  of  the  resonance  of  the  voice,  or  that  pro- 
duced by  the  large  bronchial  trunks,  is  much  more  obscure.  It  is 
ascertained  by  placing  the  stethoscope  in  the  inter-scapular  re- 
gion. Here,  especially  towards  the  superior  internal  angle  of 
the  scapula,  the  sound  is  more  distinct  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  chest ;  it  is  not  directly  transmitted,  as  in  the  second  variety, 
through  the  cylinder,  but  vibrates  with  sufficient  force  against 
the  thoracic  e;itremity  of  the  instrument,  to  be  heard  more  dis- 
tinctly than  the  vocal  sounds  issuing  from  the  mouth.  In  thin 
•abjects,  and  especially  children,  this  sound,  called  bronchophony^ 
H  almost  as  intense  as  laryngophony. 

"The  resonance  of  the  voice  in  its  fourth  variety,  or  in  the  mi» 
nvter  divisions  of  the  bronchia,  spread  through  the- pulmonary 
tiasoe,  is,  in  a  healthy  state,  very  trifling.  The  rarefied  air,  and 
the  delicate  ramifications  of  the  bronchia^  now  no  longer  cartila- 
fiooua,  are  bad  conductors  of  sound.  But  in  peripneumony,  or 
•Ktensiv^  engorgement  of  the  lungs,  or  a  collection  of  tubercles 
hi  a  small  space,  the  pulmonary  tissue,  being  indurated,  produces 
a  resonance  analogous  to  pectoriloqnism,  and  which,  by  Larnnec, 
ii  called  accidental  bronchophony.  .  This  phenomenon  is  still  more 
evident,  if  the  induration  of  the  lung  has  tajien  place  near  the 
root.  Dilatation  of  the  bronchia  produces  the  same  effect;  and 
the  more  roadily,  as  it  often  happens  that  the  pulmonary  tissue 
compressed  by  the  dilated  branches,  is  deprived  of  air,  and  ren- 
dered more  compact  than  in  its  natural  stale.  Bronchophony  is, 
how^ever,  mrely  identified  with  pectoriloqnism,  so  far  as  not  to 
be  distinguishable  by  an  ear  moderately  exercised.  In  the  former, 
the  voice  seldom  traverses  the  cylinder ;  its  tone  resembles  some- 
what that  of  a  speaking  trumpet;  its  resonance  Is  more  diffused, 
and  is  evidently  heard  as  from  a' distance.  The  cough,  and  the 
•ODorous  inspiration  following,  also  aid  in  fixing  its  characters. 

Peetoriloquiim  is  the  name  given  to  the  resonance  of  the  voice 
in  an  excavation  accidentally  formed  in  the  pulmonary  tissue ;  and 
which  may  result  from  various  causes.  Pectoriloquism  is  either 
perfect^  or  imperfect^  or  doubtfuL  It  is  said  to  be  imperfect,  when 
the  transmission  of  the  voice  through  the  instrument  is  not  clear 
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nnd  direct;  ft  is  doubt lul,  when  the  resonance  i«  Tery  faint,  and 
when  it  cannot  be  distingnished  from  broncbophoDV,  except  bf 
the  aid  of  the  sig:n»  derived  from  it»  situation,  the  federal' aymp^ 
toms,  and  the  march  of  the  di'seaae.  The  intensity  of  the  pec- 
toriioquism,  is  not  always  proportionate  to  the  extent  of  the  ez- 
caTation;  sometimes,  where  the  cavity  is  Tery  large,  and  thei 
epemngs  into  the  bronchial  cella  narrow,  it  is  quite  indistinct 
Occasionally,  this  phenomenon  maybe  suspended  for  some  houn^ 
or  even  days,  by  sputa,  or  softened  tuberculous  matter,  obstruct** 
kig  the  communication  between  the  cavity  and  the  bronchia. 

Of  Egophony^  called  also  by  Laernsc  resonnanee  chevrolatUe,^^ 
This  phenomenon  is,  of  all  others  made  known  by  auscultation^ 
the  most  complex.  It  may  be  easily  confounded,-  especially  by 
an  unpractised  ear,  with  pectoriloquism,  and  still  more  readily 
with  bronchophony.  Simple  egophony  consists  In  a  peculiar 
kkid  of  resonance  of  the  voice,  accompanying  or  following  tbo 
articulation  of  words.  It  seems  as  if  a  voice,  acuter  and  sharper 
than  that  of  the  patient,  and  in  a  measure  silvery,  strikes  or 
thrills  along  the  surface  of  the  lung :  it  is  like  the  'echo  of  tfaoi 
voice  of  the  patient,  rather  than  the  voice  itself;  it  rarely  passes 
Into  the  tube,  and  hardly  ever  entirely  traverses  It.  It  has,  ao* 
cording  to  Laennec,  a  distinctive  character,  from  which  be  hat 
derived  its  name ;  it  is  trembling  and  jerking,  like  that  of  a  goati 
and  in  its  tone,  it  resembles  that  of  this  animal.  When  egophony 
occurs  in  the  vicinity  of  a  great  bronchial  ramification,  and  par* 
ttcularly  near  the  root  of  the  lungs,  it  is  oAcn  associated  with 
bronchophony.  The  union  of  the  two  phenomena  present  no* 
meroos  varieties,  of  which,  according  to  the  French  writer,  who 
\n  paramount  authority  on  this  subject,  we  may  form  a  pretty 
accurate  idea,  by  calling  to  mind  the  effects,  I.  Of  the  transmit* 
sion  of  the  voice  through  a  metallic  speaking  trumpet,  or  a  crack^ 
ed  reed.  2.  Of  a  counter  between  the  teeth  and  lips  of  a  man, 
while  he  is  speaking.  3.  Of  the  nasal  stammering  of  the  Merry 
Andrews,  who  give  voice  and  speech  to  their  hero  Punch.  This 
last  comparison  is  often  perfectly  accurate,  especially  in  persona 
with  a  somewhat  grave  voice,  it  is  common  to  meet,  in  the  same 
fknbject  in  whom  this  union  of  the  two  phenomena  is  present  at 
the  root  of  the  lungn,  simple  egophony  at  the  inferior  portion  of 
the  external  border  of  the  scapula.    To  dlslingiiifh  well  tbo 
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sounti  of  eo^oplionj'  team  LrnnchciphQny,  llie  stellioscope  niuxt  lie 
applied  firmly  to  the  cliest  of  the  patient,  aDil  the  ear  of  liie 
physician  rest  lightly  on  the  oilier  end  of  the  instrument. 

Laendec  asHurea  us  that  egophotiy  a  only  sxhibiled  under  the 
followiog  circumatanceB;  1.  In  subjects  attacked  with  acute  or 
chronic  pleurisy,  ivith  an  etTusioD  of  a  moderate  amouril  in  the 
thoracic  cavity:  3.  In  those  attacked  nilh  hydrothoras,  or  some 
other  fiuld  effu^ioD  of  this  cavity.  It  is  cotnoionly  maDifesled  at 
(he  Tery  commencement  of  pleurisy;  but  only  becomes  decided 
and  loud  on  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  d.iys,  and  rarely  before 
(he  respiration  has  become  almost  insensible,  or  entirely  ceased, 
and-lhe  sound  of  the  chesi,  on  percussiion,  dull  or  dead  on  the  af- 
fected fide.  Egophony  dlfTera  from  pecloriloquism,  io  being  al- 
ways heard  over  a  surface  of  some  extent,  whereas  the  latter  is 
coolined  to  a  circumacriUeil  spot  or  point.  It  is  most  generally  to 
be  beard  in  the  space  comprised  between  the  iulernul  border  of 
the  scapula  and  the  spitie ;  in  the  whole  course  of  the  inferior 
angle  of  the  former  bone ;  and  in  a  zone  of  about  three  tingers 
breadth  following  the  direction  of  the  ribs,  and  estemUng  front 
the  middle  of  the  scapula  to  the  nipple.  Occasionally,  it  is  heard 
all  over  the  aiTecled  side.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Jhe  points 
'm  which  the  egophony  is  most  distinct,  viz.  at  the  inferior  angle 
of  the  scapula,  and  between  the  internal  margin  oflhis  bone,  and 
(he  vertebral  column,  correspond  to  the  part  of  the  lung's  in  which 
the  most  voluminous  bronchial  branches  are  met  with.  This  phe- 
nomenon may  be  received  as  ofgood  augury,  in  pleurisy,  since  it 
indicates  a  moderate  effusion;  and  its  persistence  is  also  favourable, 
as  it  shows  that  there  is  no  increase  of  the  efTuBion,  which,  when 
coming;  on  suddenly,  and  in  large  quantity,  s(]  as  to  tiirotv  back  the 
lunfs  against  the  mediastinum,  and  also  when  there  is  a  laUe 
membrane  without  much  fluid,  prevent  the  egophony.  It  may 
ciisl,  conjoined  nilh  bronchophony  and  pectoriloquism,  in  cases  of 
pleuro- peri  pneumonia  with  abscess  of  (he  lungs. 

The  cought  in  pulmonary  affections,  not  unfrequenlly  aids  the 
physician  in  bis  diagnosis  obtained  by  auscuUalioo.  Laknnec  speaks 
of  the  tubutaT  cougfi,  in  Inflamed  and  hepalized  luogs ;  but  we  are 
not  so  much  called  on  to  study  its  vaiielies,  as  to  note  the  strength 
and  intensity  of  the  sounds  already  designated,  when  the  patient 
coughs.     Thus,  during  an  elfort  of  this  nature,  the  cavernous 
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f»ttle,ftDd  the  tintemint  metallique  are  more  perceptiUef and  pec*^ 
toriloqoism,  before  suspend^d^iinay  by  it  be  restored.  ^ 

AmoDg  the  sounds  forei^  to  respiration^  and  the  resoittfnce  of 
the  Tolce,  we  have,  as  moat  worthy  of  especial  consideration,  the 
rattle^  {rdU^)  «nlbthe  tintement  metallique^  terms  not  readily  trans- 
latable, and  the  meaning  of  which,  therefore,  most  be  expressed 
by  a  periphrasis.  By  rattle,  is  understood  the  noisy  marmur  made 
by  a  person  dying,^  and  caused  by  the  air  travei^llg^with  difficntty 
the  sputa  which  can  no  longer  be  etpelied  from  the  IrnigSw  This 
BOiseis  produced  almost  entirely  in  the  larynx  andtreehea,  or,  at 
most,  at  the  origin  of  the  great  bronchiaL  trunks^  and  is  hence 
called,  by  Labnnec,  the  tracheal  rattle.  It  is  the  only  one  wfaicb 
can  be  beard  with  the  oaked  ear^  and  even  then  at  a  limited  dis-i 
taoce  only ;  also,  it  is  observed,  at  its  intensity^  in  aggravated  has* 
moplytis,  and  in  the  paroxysms  of  the  mucous  <^atarrh  of  oldmen^ 
which,  on  such  occasions,  usually  assumes  the  name  of  catarrhui 
Mtj/fbeutivui.  In  the  moribund,  and  especially  in  those  dying 'from 
phtlMs,  peripneumonias,  and  diseases  of  the  hearty  and  fevers  of 
a  Tloleat  character,  it  is  also  very  intense ;  and  is  a  bad  omtic 
The  ramifications  of  the  bronchia  will  oAen  furnish  to  the  ea^ 
applied  to  the  stethoscope,  a  noisy  rattle,  when  hardly  any  miir* 
mdr  could  be  heard  without  the  -instrument  The  £ve  princfpat 
kinds  of  rattle  are,  according  to  -Laenkec,  1.  The  humid  rafAijf 
or  ertpkatwn  ;  2,  the  mucous  rattle,  or  gurgling ;  3,  the  dry  sott^ 
roos  rattle,  or  snoring ;  4,  the  dry  hissing  rattle,  or  kissing;  5,  the 
crepitating  rattle  with  large  bulls,  or  crackling,  -  "^ 

The  humid  crepitating  rattle  evidently  takes  place  in  'the  pbl- 
aKNiary  tissue,  and  may  be  compared  to  the  crepitation  of  salt  put 
into  a  pan  at  a  mild  heat ;  or  to  that  caused  by  the' insufflation  ora 
dry  bladder ;  or,  better  still,  to  that  which  is  heard  when  wk  press 
between  the  fingers  a  portion  of  healthy  lung  inflated  with  air. 
The  mucous  rattle,  or  gurgling,  is  that  which  is  produced  by  the 
passage  of  air  through  sputa  accumulated  in  the  trachea  or  bron- 
chia,  or  through  a  softened  tuberculous  matter  in  an  ulcerated 
cavity  of  the  lungs.  It  is  the  ^^rale'^  of  the  dyhig,  and  which  in 
English,  is  popularly  called  ^^  the  rattles.^*  This  is  the  only  rattle 
which  can  be  distinguished  by4he  naked  ear;  and  even  then,  only 
when,  as  already  observed,  it  has  its  scat  in  the  trachea,  and  its 
immediate  ramifications.   By  the  aid  of  the  stethoscope,  it  is  heard 


iiilly,  ii 


peripncumony  niiil 


ill  *rer_»  part  of  Ihe  liinp*. 

■.m\    harm'plyis,  «ii,l,  nol 
plilhisU  iiulmonalia. 

The  JryjonormijmKitr,  or  inoring,  is  confined  to  » limileii  portion 
oT  Ihe  lungs.  Al  limes  the  sound  recembles  Ihnt  of  a  mnn  snoring; 
ond  at  olhera,  it  go  perffclly  imitate*  lUe  cooing  of  a  turtle- 
dove, that  the  pbysicinn  would  be  almost  lempted  to  believe  that 
one  of  these  birds  ivas  under  the  patient's  bed. 

The  crtpuating  raltte  with  large  bull? ,  or  crackiiag,  is  perfectly 
analogous  in  souod  to  that  caused  by  a  dry  bladder  dunn^  ill 
■DSulQation.  It  ia  Ibe  pathognomonic  sign  of  emphyKema  of  the 
lun^,  and  of  their  interlobular  portions,  and,  in  the  latter,  is  par- 
ticularly distinct. 

The  sound  called  by  Laennec  timement  melaUiqve  is,  he  informs 
OB,  precisely  like  thai  produced  by  a  pin  struck  against  a  metallic, 
or  glass,  or  porcelain  cup,  or  by  a  grain  of  sand  falling  into  a 
vessel  of  Ibis  nature.  This  phenomenon  is  not  al  all  dependent 
on  the  composition  of  the  stethoscope  :  il  occur!!,  as  nell  as  ego- 
pbony,  if  we  make  use  of  a  cylinder  of  paper,  in  place  of  one  of 
wood.  The  sound  Is  heard,  either  nhen  the  patieot  breathes, 
speaks,  or  coughs.  The  tinlemmi  metolliq\ic  always  depends  on 
the  resonance  of  the  air,  agitated  by  respiration,  or  cough,  or  the 
nice,  acting  on  Ihe  surface  of  a  liquid,  which,  with  the  air,  fills  !k 
cavity  formed  by  disease.  II,  consequently,  is  met  wilb  in  Ihe 
following  circumstances  only ;  1.  where  a  serous  or  purulent  effu- 
sion co-exiala  with  a  pneumo-lhorns ;  2.  when  a  very  extensive 
tuberculous  excavation  is  only  in  part  filled  with  a  very  tluid  pus. 

Laennec  points  out  an  analogous  phenomenon,  which  he  desig- 
nates by  the  term  amphoric  humming,  (boaTtlonnemtnl  amjihoriijui.) 
from  its  resemblance  to  the  sound  produced  by  blowing  iulo  a 
flagon  or  pitcher. 

As  our  object,  in  the  preceding  paragraphs,  has  been  lo  furnish 
to  our  readers  a  vocabulary  and  short  explnnation  of  the  terms 
made  use  of  in  mediate  auscultation  of  the  pulmonary  apparatus, 
we  have  not  thought  it  proper  to  specify  certain  etceplions,  mo- 
difications, and  peculiarities,  which  will  more  properly  iind  their 
place  hereafter.  On  an  early  occasion,  we  shall  preseM  a  summary 
view  of  the  upplicalioo  of  the  stethoscope  to  the  sliidy  of  the 
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diisettf 60  of  the  heai^t,  and  thaa  complete  of  e  of  the  mott  importaitt 
branches  of  diagnosis. 

To  return  to  the  ^  Additional  Cases^  of  Drs.  Graves  and  Stokes. 
The  first  one  is  designated  as  Gangreiie  qfthe  Lting;  DiUUaiion  of 
the  Bnmchial  Tmtts  ;  Cemiijf  in  tkc  Right  Lnng  ;  BronckUii.  The 
patiept,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  of  a  full  habit,  and  well  deveU 
oped  thorax,  had  been,  for  the  last  year,  subject  to  palpitation^ 
cough,  and  pain  in  the  sides. 

••  He  stated,  that  yesterday  evening,  (Novefiabep  1, 1826,)  he  had  a  rigor, 
with  increased  ptdtis:  cough  frequ^At;  expectoration  of  a  dark  red  colour; 
pulse  144.  He  lay  on  the  right  side.  Breath  y&fj  fetid;  and  there  was  a 
cadsTerous  smell  from  the  whole  body;  countenance  of  a  leaden  hue;  lips 
livid.  « 

'^  On  percussion,  the  right  side  was  duU^  anteriorly;  and*  on  applying  the 
stethoscope,  from  about  two  inches  above  the  mamma,  to  the  inferior  por- 
tion of  tlie  lung,  we  heard,  at  each  inspiration,  a  sound  similar  to  that  pro^ 
duced  by  the  retraction  of  a  piston;  on  expiration,  an  obscUre  crepitus  was 
audible.  About  the  mamma,  there  was  cavernous  respiration,  gurgling,  and 
peeloriloquism. 

**  Over  the  lefl  lung,  the  resphration  was  puerile,  with  a  slight  crepitus 
about  the  mamma. 

*'  BiagnoM, — Suppurative  inJIamrnffUon  ofthfi  lower  iobe  tfihe  right  lungi 
a  eavUy  anteriorly  in  the  lower  pari  of  the  middle  loUi  eUght  infiimmationqf 
the  lower  part  of  the  left  lung," 

We  omit  detailing  the  treatment;  which,  however,  gave  the  pa- 
tient relief;  and  on  the  3d  of  Nov.  he  was  found  lying  on  his  left 
side,  which  he  stated  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  for  the  last  six 
months.  Expectoration,  about  two.  ounces ;  purulent,  sanious,  and 
presenting  the  prune  juice  colour  in  some  degree. 

*'  Thus  he  continued  till  the  sixth,  when  a  loud  muco-crepitating  HAn 
was  heard  over  the  whole  left  lung:  cavernous  respiration  evident  over  a 
more  considerable  portion  of  the  right  lung,  with  confused  pectoriloquism: 
posteriorly,  the  murmur  was  natural;  crepitus  in  the  antero-posterior  portion. 

'*Diagnosia.^General  bronchitis  of  the  left  lung;  excavation  in  the  right 
lung  increasing, 

7,  P.  M.  Complains  of  violent  pain  of  the  left  side;  pulse  HO,  smallt 
distinct  crepitus,  mixed  with  sonorous  rale,  over  the  posteronnferior  part  of 
the  left  ttde. 

Biagnoni,  Fleuro-pneumony  of  inferior  part  of  the  left  lung;  no  effusion 
into  the  cavity" 

On  the  Ttli  November,  the  crrpitu!!  WEsj^  lest^  audiMe,  and  of  a 


more  hnmidchiiraclpr;  ^oiitid,  od  percusMon  over  left  mamma,  tfm 
nntarnl;  cavernous  reaplrntioD  leas  dislmcl. 

8.  Last  night  Ihe  palienl  expectorated  a  lar^e  (luanlily  of  blood 
guddenly;  odour  or  Ihe  breath  more  offensive;  gargling  evident 
over  a  space  or  nearly,  four  inches  Hhoul  the  right  mamma. 

9.  Fell  much  belter;  expectoration  resembling  the'Juice  of 
prunes,  mixed  with  grumous  blood. 

He  had  two  rigors,  one  »ti  the  evening  of  Ihe  9th,  and  the 
other  on  the  10th  ;  and  he  expired  on  the  I  Ith. 

DissccUon  revealed,  among  other  changes,  a  gangrene  of  the 
left  lung. 

"  On  detaching  it  from  the  diaphragm,  Ihe  fingers  of  the  optrntor  enter- 
ed the  substance;  and  ■  Urge  cavity,  capable  of  containing  >  tnoderately 
siied  ipple,  was  found,  of  a  completely  gangrenous  appearance :  from  its 
■ides,  a  blackish  aanicsflowrdin  great  abundance.  Tlic  edges  of  the  cavi- 
ty were  ragged,  and  in  a  stute  of  deliquesceni  sphacelus  -,  no  bivnchial 
communication  could  be  found-,  but  the  aflccied  part  was  surrounded  by  a 
band  of  hepatlutlon,  beyond  which  the  tissue  was  liealtliy  and  crepitat- 
ing." 

The  right  lung  was  fonnd  inflamed  al  its  superior  portion,  and 
purl  of  it  solid.  An  anfracluous  cavity  was  then  discovered, 
having  three  prolongations,  or  boms,  one  extending  upwards,  an- 
other downwards  and  backwards,  and  a  third  to  the  right  side. 
A  yellowish,  semiQuid  mntlcr  flowed  slowly  from  Ihe  lateral  pro- 
longation ;  but  the  other  parts  of  the  cavity  were  filled  with  a 
substance  resembling  putrid  flas,  and  eihaling  an  exceedingly 
(elid  odour.  Most  of  the  bronchial  lubes  in  this  lung  were  dilated, 
forming  culs  de  sac  at  ibeir  lermiuations,  where  they  were  nearly 
as  wide  as  at  their  origin.  The  lining  mucous  membrane,  was  of 
a  deep  red  colour,  soft  and  swollen ;  no  ulcemtion  could  he  delect- 
ed. The  adhesions  of  this  tung  to  ibe  pleura  were  so  strong,  thai, 
■u  detaching  it,  the  pleura  costaUa  was  torn  away, 

lemhrane  of  the  le^  hronchial  lubes  was  almost 
black;  Ihi3  appearance  exleoded  to  Ihe  trachea,  and,  gradually 
fading,  lermiualed  at  Ihe  rima  gloltidis.  Some  adhesions  were 
found  on  this  side  ;  and  the  inferior  portion  of  the  pleura  was  high- 
ly vascular.  The  right  ventricle  was  enl3i|;ed,  soft,  and  pale; 
the  pericardium  pieseul^d  the  white  patches  ofLiLnNKc  without 
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•«.Tbe  broochial  giaods  were  greatly  entailed,  soft^  and  p^le. 
The  liver,  kidneys  and  spleen,  were  much  increased  in  size.  The 
iates^nal  mucous  membrane  healthy. 

%\ke  reporters  of  this  case  lay  stress  on  thexarity  oruncircumr 
scribed  gangrene  of  the  lungs.  Lacnnec  states  #hat  be  met  with 
k  but  twice  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  years^  observation,  and 
that  but  six  cases  occurred  in  the  hospitals  of  Paris^  during  (hat 
period.  Hence  we  may  form  some  idea  of  its  great  rarity.  The 
cavity  in  the  left  lung  answers,  in  eivery  respect,  to  the  descrip- 
Uoo  given  by  this  illustrious  author,  of  uocircumscribed .  gan- 
grene. (See  Vol.  1.  p.  443,  of  his  last  edition.)  Reasons  plausible 
enough  are  given,  why  the  destruction  of  the  lung  was  not  prog- 
nosticated  before  death;  the  chief  ottes  were,  the  lowness  of  the 
piirt,  resting  as  it  did  on  the  diaphragm,  ^\n  the  situation,  of  all 
oUierSy  the  most  difficult  to  detect  pulmonary  disease,^^  and  al8o% 
ktcause,  after  the  cavity  had  formed,  the  bronchial  communicatloa 
was  completely  obliterated  by  the  band  of  hepatizatioQ' found: 
•Rer  death.  The  report  is  concluded  by  a  notice  of  ^a  circum^ 
stance  well  worthy  of  remark,  that,  notwithstanding  the  intense 
iDflammatioD  of  the  tracheal  and  laryngeal  mocoiis  membrane, 
the  padent  never  complained  of  sore  throat,  nor  had  any  affectioa 
of  the  voice.'^ 

The  Aext  case  is  one  of  ^^  General  Pulmonary  Apoplexy^^  in  a 
buteher,  aged  forty-five  years,  and  of  a  full  habit;  seized  first 
with  violent  coughing  and  haemoptysis.  On  the  morning  after  he 
had  bees  brought  to  the  hospital,  the  chest  waa  examined  by 
Mr:  LbvuioBi  the  resident  pupil,  and  the  following  observationt 
■lade. 


C«i 


strong  broncbophonia,  with  diminished  retpiratory  murmur,  over  the 
pottero-fuperior  part  of  the  right  lung;  the  sound  is  dull  on  percussion, 
wlrifey  aaterioriy,  tlie  left  lung  sounds  well,  but  the  respiratory  murmur  is 
BOt  at  all  distinct;  action  of  the  heaK  strong,  and  heard  over  the  right  sidei 
ao  indication  of  disease  of  the  valves. 

^'  From  these  observations,  we  thought  it  probable  th^t  a  considenOble 
pill  of  the  right  lung  was  in  a  state  of  engorgement,  termed,  by  Lautnic, 
*  pubnonary  apoplexy;*  that  emphysema  existed  in  tlie  leA;  and  that  proba- 
bly there  might  be  hypertropliia  of  the  heart.  The  patient  was  removed 
to  the  medical  wards,  where,  the  next  day,  we  mada  another  observation. 
We  now  found  the  respiratory  murmur  cleai|f  abffible  over  the  left  lung, 
accompanied  by  a  loud  sonorous  rattle.    IVi  btonchophonia,  and  dinM* 
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^^L  inflame 

^^  facia 

^^B  prgperl 


niiheJ  respiritioD  in  the  right,  were  u  on  tlie  preceding  >Uy;  tie  h»<l  no 
IcTeti  but  t]ie  pulie  irii  quick  and  full. 

"  Diagnoiit. — Pulmonary  opnplexy,  thiefly  affecting  tht  poilera-tuperior 
part  of  iht  right  btng;  no  emphyttntoi  bronddtii.-  pi»tib!t  hyjiertrephia," 

The  neit  day^'in  a  fit  of  coughing,  daring  which  he  threw-  up 
«boul  IWD  quarls  of  Mood,  he  died  asphyxiated. 

Dissection  confirmed  Ihe  currecloeas  of  ihe  din^QOsis.  The 
authors  (hink,  "  Ihal,  in  the  last  and  fatiil  allack,  the  hemorrhage 
occurred  aimulUneousI}'  in  a  great  number  of  separote  points 
throughout  the  pulmonary  tissue/' 

Under  the  head  of  "  Dueasci  of  the  Si.';.,"  Drs.  Graves  and 
Stokes  give  some  very  excellent  directions,  illuslmled  by  cases, 
for  the  treatment  of  psoriasis,  squamous  diseases,  chronic  pnstu- 
lar  and  tubercular  aJTections,  and  porrigo  of  the  scalp,  or  scald 
head.  Tbey  displny  their  powers  of  observntion  and  nice  dis- 
criminalioD,  in  their  advising  venesection  from  Ihe  arm,  and  the 
application  of  leeches  to  (he  disea^ied  part,  follotved  by  poultices, 
prior  to  the  use  of  the  common  stimulating  ointments  and  washes, 
which  are  prescribed  by  most  pbysiciana,  as  things  of  course. 
"  In  every  instance,  let  the  practilioner  remember,  that  the  for- 
mation of  pustules  on  the  scalp,  is  Ihe  result  of  an  inflammalory 
process,  be  the  case  recent  or  chronic,  and  of  course  ought  to  be 
met  by  local  antiphlogistic  remedies."  In  several  cases  of  acald 
head,  where  circumstances  had  prevented  our  authors  from  hav- 
ing recourse  to  leeches  in  the  first  instance,  they  substituted  with 
xdvantage,  poultices,  with  an  ounce  or  two  of  liquor  acetatis  plumbi. 
In  one  case  only,  did  the  continued  use  of  the  acetate  of  lead  pro- 
duce symptoms  like  the  colica  pictonum. 

In  speaking  of  the  "  Propagation  of  Inftammalion  liy  Contigui- 
ty,''^ Drs.  Gravks  and  Stokes  give  some  curious  examples;  as  in 
that  portion  of  the  ouieutum  being  inflamed,  which  lay  exactly 
over  the  inflamed  portions  of  the  intestines;  in  the  transmission  of 
inflammation  from  the  pleura  of  the  ribs,  to  the  pleura  of  the 
lungs,  directly  opposile  to,  and  in  contact  with  it;  and  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  peritoneum  lining  the  abdominal  parietes,  being  most 
inflamed,  in  those  parts  which  had  been  in  contact  with  the  most 
inflamed  portions  of  [be  intestines.  Their  explanntiou  of  these 
facta  it,  (hat  the  membrane  first  diseased,  is  altered  in  its  sensible 
properties,  and  acts  as  a  foreign  body  and  morbid  stimulus  to  the 
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opposite  membrane,  or  that  in  contact  with  it.  ^^Thli  exphNUh 
tioa  seems  at  least  more  satisfactory,  than  Mr.  Hdntbr's  sympft- 
ffay  ofcontignity.^' 

After  detailing  a  '^  Fatal  Case  of  sloughing  of  the  Month  and 
Palate,  from  a  small  dose  of  Calomel,^'  the  physicians  of  the  Meath 
Hospital,  tell  ns  of  their  having  ^^  laid  it  down  as  a  rule,  Vuit  M 
€a$t$  of  sudden  and  violent  affeeti^  of  the  mouth  after  $maU  doses  of 
merMry,  require  immediatc^y^gs  ilDo  and  care.''  Following  up 
Iheir  resolution  by  practldi,  * fi)iHfci!fD8  on  principles,  they  directed, 
in  the  case  of  a  girl  sallrated  by  mi^rcnrial  ttpction  of  the  head, 
for  porrigo  capitis,  and  in  whom  the  Inflauijwtwi  of  the  jaws, 
6ce,  and  mouth,  had  made  most  formidable  prtgress,  ^^frtquenihf 
repeated  application  of  leedus  to  the  most  swollen  parts.  The 
blee^g  from  thie  leech  bites  was  encoura|^d  by  emollient  pool- 
fices.  None  of  the  stimulating  gargles  usually  so  injudiciously 
recommended  in  excessire  saliration,  were  allowed,  and  the  an- 
tiphlogistic regimen  was  enjoined.  The  benefidal  effects  of  this 
treatment  were  very  satisfactory,  and  quickly  iiT^rted  the  threat- 
ened danger."  The  authors  of  the  report  hare  since  been  1n^ 
formed,  that  Dr.  Chetnb  was  in  the  habil  of  pursuing  a  similar 
practice  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  excessire  salivation. 

In  resuming  the  regular  order  of  analysis,  we  meet  with  the 
^^  Medical  Report  on  the  Feigned  Diseases  of  Soldiers :  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  George  REifmr,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Director  General  of  Military 
Hospitals  in  Ireland,  &c.  By  John  Cheynb,  Esq.,  Physician  Gene- 
ral.'' The  contents  of  this  paper  are  valuable  to  all  classes  of 
medical  practitioners^  but  are  of  especial  moment  to  army  and 
navy  surgeons.  It  reveals  a  system  of  deception  of  a  most  e^ 
traordinary  nature ;  in  which  soldiers,  for  the  sake  of  procuring 
their  discbarge,  will  submit  to  every  kind  of  bodily  suffering, 
while  under  medical  treatment  for  simulated  diseases.  At  tlmei, 
they  have  voluntarily  maimed  themselves,  at  the  cost  of  a  Umb, 
or  an  eye,  and  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  life  itself.  Dr.  Crbviik 
gives  instances  of  pretended  diseases  and  abdominal  discluuqges  in 
persons  in  civil  life,  which,  on  these  occarions,  seem  to  be  as 
great  adepts  at  simulation  as  the  military  cheats,  or  ma/tiigefeiv, 
as  they  are  tecbDically  called.  After  speaking  of  the  great  in- 
crease of  ophthalmia,  iu  the  &Oth  regiment,  in  the  years  1804  and 
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1 806,  caused  by  ihe  application  of  irritanU  lo  the  eyes  Ity  (he 
aoMiera  theraselvei,  Dr.  C.  continues  as  follows: 

"  As  allusion  has  been  made  to  ophthalmia,  1  may  tike  the  present  op- 
portunity of  obifrving,  lh»t  I  never  saw  a  mora  hiimilialing  piettire  of  clc- 
pntTity,  or  perversion  of  reiaon,  call  it  what  we  may,  tlnn  1  have  witnessed 
in  a  ward  filled  with  loMicrs,  labouring  under  that  diieaset  moit  of  the 
casea,  as  1  learned  from  ■  lurgeon  in  allendince,  being  Rotitiaui.  The  me- 
thods, by  which  iiiflatnmation  of  tba  -e:  is  produced  and  maintained,  have 
not  all  been  brought  to  light;  hut  *_-.'■  Jme,  infusion  of  tobacco,  the  go- 
norrhaal  discharge,  cantharides  Jnlmeiit,  nitrate  of  silver,  blue  stone,  and 
other  mettllic  salts,  are  probably  among  the  most  common  irritants  em- 
ployed. Inflammation  thus  caused,  is  most  painful,  and  is  kept  up  under 
every  privation  which  can  make  life  mtserablei  tucked  up  in  a  dark  ward, 
and  permitted  to  have  intercourse  only  with  the  officers  of  the  hospital, 
nurses,  and  orderlies,  oonlined  to  diet  which,  from  the  absence  of  every  sti- 
mulating material,  is  most  disrelishing,  gufTcring  under  painful  external 
applications,  and  nauseating  internal  meilicioca,  phlebotomized  and  leeched 
till  their  complexions  arc  bloodless,  their  pulse  hemorrhagic,  and  the 
ftightlul  train  of  nervous  symptoms,  which  excessive  blood-letting  produces, 
is  established  in  the  system.  All  these  evils,  in  many  cases,  have  no  effect 
but  to  confinn  the  soldier  in  his  determination  to  destroy  one  or  both  of  his 
eyes,  that  be  may  be  disniissed  from  the  service  with  the  chance  of  a  small 
pens on, 

"Wonderful,  indeed,  is  the  ubstinacy  which  some  malingerers  evince. 
Night  and  day  they  will  remain,  with  llie  endurance  of  a  fakir,  in  a  position 
tht;  most  irksome.  For  weeks  or  months  many  men  have,  with  surprising 
resolution,  sit  and  walked  with  their  body  bent  double.  Some  have  con- 
tinued lo  irritate  sores  in  the  leg,  until  the  case  became  so  bad  as  to  require 
amputation  of  the  limbi  and  many  instances  have  occurred,  in  Military  and 
Naval  Hospitals,  of  fictitious  complaints  cnding.fatally. 

"Perversion  of  reason,  rather  than  tiieattainment  of  a  diaeharge,  or  llie 
evanon  of  duly,  would  sometimes  appear  to  give  rise  lo  the  simulation  of 
disease.  Soldiers,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  often  actuated  by  the  same  way- 
ward fianciei,  so  perplexing  to  the  phyMd«n,  which  influence  hypochon- 
driac or  hysterical  patients,  in  the  middling  and  upper  ranks  of  life.  I 
have  known  some  persons,  in  seeming  health,  who  have  been  hindered, 
solely  by  its  eipensiveness,  from  indulging  in  a  medical  visit  daily,  fknew 
one  lady  of  high  rank,  who,  whether  sick  or  well,  required  aviait  from  her 
phjwcian  every  morning.  Many  arc  induced  to  complain,  from  afroward 
liumour,  to  annoy  their  relations  ur  dependents,  sometimes  merely  to  ob- 
tain sympathy.  I  know  a  female  who  long  pretended  to  he  consumptive. 
Uy  Toluntary  efforts,  she  coughed  incessantly  during  my  visitii  and  she  was 
Iwlcc  observed  inserting  a  pin  between  her  gums  and  teeth,  whence  she 
■licked  bliHul,  that  she  might  present  her  h a odkercl lie f  stained  witli  blood, 
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at  oiy  Tint,  which  she  did  for  fevenl  weeks.  Sofiit  flsimJet  bate  pretended 
that  they  have  had  no  menstni^  discharge  for  many  months^  while  their 
perfect  regularity  was  ascertuned.  I  have  known  a  patient  aver  that  no 
diichaige  had  taken  place  from  the  bowels  for  an  unprecedented  time:  in 
this  case,  it  was  afterwards  discoyered  that  the  faeces  were  consumed  in  the 
fire  erery  night.  Some  hay  e  affected  a  loss  of  the  power  of  expelling  urine : 
some  baye  pretended  to  be  without  the  least  appetite  for  food— that  they 
had  eaten  nothing  nutritious,  for  I  do  not  know  how  long,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  were  supplying  the  crayings  of  hunger  by  stealth.  Substances 
haye  often  been,  presented,  which  it  has  been  allecfed  were  yomited,  dis- 
charged from  the  bowels,  or  bladder*  which  were  not  the  product  of  any 
animal  process.  A  mmilar  caprice  ^^  often  influence  the  conduct  of  the 
•olifier;  who,  without  any  ulterior  object,  will  ei^erience  some  unaccount- 
able gratification  in  deceiving  his  officers,  comrades,  or  surgeon. '' 

Dr.  CnETirR  rery  properly,  however,  points  out,  as  a  caation 
against  the  physician  becoming  too  sospicions  of  die  reported  sick 
being  malingerers,  cases,  which  bave  come  to  Ills  knowledge.  Of  af- 
fections of  the  brain,  thorax,  and  abdomen,  and  diseases  of  the  bip- 
joint,  at  first  supposed  to  be  feigned,  which  eventnally  proved  genu- 
loe^  and  terminated  in  death  or  incurable  disease.  He  next  proceeds 
to  eDunerate  the  diseases,  in  the  prtminee  of  the  phyncian,  which 
aoldiers  most  frequently  feign;  and  subsequently  offerS  a  few  re- 
marks, wlilch  may  be  useful  to  the  inexperienced  in  leading  them 
to  a  discovery  of  fraud. 

Diitoiu  oftht  Brain  and  Ntrumu  syitem.  1.  Paralysis,  Paby  of 
one  of  the  extremities.  Loss  of  hearingt— of  spjeeclL— Nyctalopia. 
LoM  of  the  command  of  the  sphincters.  2.  Fertigo.  3.  Headroch* 
4.  EpiUpsy.  6.  Mania.'^Diseases  of  the  T^orocte  Viscsra.  6.  !/«► 
moptot,  7.  Phthisis,  B,  Diseased  Heart,  9.  Syncape,^Diseases  of 
the  Abdominal  Viscera,  \0,  Vomiting.  11.  Tympany*  \Z,  Dysenr 
tery,  13.  Chronic  HepatitiiJip  ■  General  Diseases.  14.  Fevers,  15. 
Rheumatism,  1 6.  Dropsy,  ni  his  remarks  under  each  of  these 
heads,  the  writer  gives  much  perthient  advice,  mingled  with  sin- 
gular, and,  at  times,  amusing  instances  of  deception.  In  reference 
to  those  who  simulate  palsy  and  rheumatism^  he  tells  us  that  they 
more  frequently  yield  to  the  electric  shock  than  to  any  other 
remedy. 

**  Some  there  are,  howcyer,  who  liave  triumphed  over  every  attempt 
which  has  been  made  to  overcome  their  unprincipled  obstinacy.  About 
twenty  yean  ago,  a  trooper,  belonging  to  the  12tli,  who  pretended  that  he 
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hul  liiH  Uie  use  of  his  right  um,  after  re«i«tin|;,  for  »  grt»\  leiiglli  of  lime, 
severe  hospital  dJGcJpline,  as  well  aAeverjtciTurt  of  the  ailjulani  to  make 

him  return  to  his  duty,  succeeded  in  procuring  hia  dischu'gc.  When  he  was 
leaving  the  regiment,  and  was  fairly  sealed  on  (he  top  of  the  coach,  he 
wared  tlie  parali/lic  arm  in  triumph,  and  cheered  al  the  success  of  hia 

We  regret  not  having  !>pace  to  make  ailititioDal  copious  ex- 
tracts from  Dr.  CHEmn's  long  and  intercating  letter. 

The  Second  Part  of  the  Reporls  opens  with  a  paper  entitled, 
"■  Catea  of  the  Eidiion  of  Carious  Jointi.  My  Phiup  Cbamptow, 
F.  R.  S.,  Surgeon  General  to  the  Forces  in  irelaDd,  and  Surgeon 
in  Ordiaarj'  to  [be  King."  The  eilended  reputaliou  ol'Mr.  Ciuuf- 
TuN  as  a  surgeon,  will  suffer  no  diminution  from  a  perusal  of  the 
histories  oflheae  cases;  nhich  have  been  already  transferred  to 
the  surgical  depBrlmcnt  of  our  Q,uarlerly  Summary,  (vol.  ir.  p. 
1 8G — 90.)     The  author  concludes  his  paper  by  the  followiDg  re- 

"Witlioutvcutiiringlo  define  the  cases  in  which  eici^an  of  the  joint  if 
lo  be  preferred  to  amputation  of  the  limb,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  predict, 
that,  if  I  should  be  ao  fortunate  is  tu  direct  the  attention  of  the  profesuon 
to  the  subject,  a  greut  number  of  limbs  will  be  preserved,  vhich  otherwise 
would  have  been  sacrificed,  and  that,  before  lonf,  in  the  genmilily  of  in- 
carableaccidentsanddiscaseB  of  the  shoulder,  elbow,  and  knelc  joints,  ex- 
ciiioD  of  the  jmnts  will  bo  preferred  to  amputation  of  a  Umbj  nnd  even  in 
the  knee,  the  opemtian  of  excision  will  loraeiimu  be  conudeccd  more  eli- 
gible than  amputation  of  the  thigh." 

For  ourselves,  we  must  confess  that  we  are  not  %o  sanguine,  in 
our  hopes  of  the  successful  result  of  eicisioo  of  carious  joints. 
Mr.  CKAHrroN  succeeded  completely,  In  a  case  of  diseased  elbow  ; 
culling  off  the  lower  enlremily  of  the  humerus;  but  the  arti- 
culating surfaces  of  the  radius  and  ulna  were  healthy,  and  he  coa- 
tented  himself  with  removing  the  olectaoon,  the  cartilage  cover- 
ing which  was  partially  eroded.  In  the  operalloa  of  the  excision 
of  the  knee-jomt,  he  found  it  necesiary  to  saw  oil  about  four  inches 
and  a  quarter  of  the  lower  end  of  the  femur,  and  to  pare  away 
about  half  an  inch  of  the  head  of  the  tibia.  The  patient,  a  female, 
was  discharged  IVom  the  boiipitai,  thirteen  months  afterwards, 
(June,  IG24,)  in  very  good  health  ;  but  no  bony  union  had  taken 
place  between  (he  ferour  and  tibia.  In  the  winter  of  1825 — 6, 
she  yiaa  again  in  a  wretched  slate  of  health :  the  had  do  pain  iu 
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tlie  limb)  but  then  was  a  general  thlckenlDg  about  the  joiot^ai 
if  the  disease  had  been  reprodoced,  and  the  stniis  ef  the  bMnn  con* 
tfamed  16  discharge  a  thin,  whey-colonred  matter.  She  died  io 
the  month  of  Jaly,  1826,  just  three  years  and  two  months  after 
the  operation.  Mr.  Cramfton  in  his/  Obserrations'  on  this  case 
holds  tne  following  language. 

**It  IS  pUin  that  ttiis  operatioiiy  so  frr,  at  lesst,  as  related  to  the  preserf»> 
tion  of  the  uses  of  the  Umb,  completely  failed.  It  tenred  to  proye,  however, 
in  the  most  satisfactoiy  manner,  that  the  excision,  even  of  ao  large  an  arti- 
culation as  the  biee-joint,  might  be  perfornied  with  safety;  and  gaye  strong 
grounds  to  hope  that,  under  more  &vourable  drcumstance^  the  openction 
night  be  attended  With  success." 

His  expectations  were  realized  in  the  next  case,  of  a  young 
woman,  aged  22,  preaenting  no  peculiar  marks  of  a  strumous  habit 
The  operation  for  excision  of  the  extremity  of  t^e  femur,  and  re- 
■lofal  of  the  patella,  and  paring  away  the  gpreater  part  of  the  ar- 
ticulating cartilage  of  the  tibia,  was  performed  on  the  4  th  of  August, 
1823.  In  the  month  of  October,  1824,  the  woman  walked  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  Ore  miles.  She  was  in  excellent  health — the  limb 
perfectly  firm,  though  bowed  outwards.  In  NoTember,  1824, 
If  r.  C.  saw  her,  and  found  the  limb  perfectly  consolidated* 

We  have  seen  but  two  cases  of  excision  of  carious  joints,  both 
of  these  of  the  elbow.  In  one,  the  operation  was  performed  by 
WL  DmnnnrReir  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  early  part  ef  the  sunfr- 
mer  of  1819,  on  a  young  man  of  a  scrofulous  habit  After  four 
months  had  passed,  M.  D.  thought  it  adriseable,  on  account  of  the 
irritation  and  discharge  from  openings  where  the  two  ends  had 
imperfectly  united,  to  amputate  the  limb  at  the  noddle  of  the  hu- 
merus. A  deep  abscess,  extending  down  the  fore-arm,  was  dis- 
corered.  The  second  was  also  a  youi^  man  in  La  Charity, 
operated  on,  about  the  same  time,  (Junt  30th,)  by  M.  Itoux. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  twelremonth,  he  was  still  in  the  hospital,  with 
his  arm  discharging,  owing  to-  the  formation  of  successlTe  sinuses. 
Our  departure  from  Paris  prerented  our  seeing  the  termination 
of  this  case,  nor  hare  we  learned  its  history  since. 

The  next  paper  is  ^^  On  the  Form^  CwMtructMn  and  Ut€  of  a  CoUp- 
raet  Needle  of  a  particular  DueriptUm^  employed  by  Arthur  Jacob, 
M.D.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland;  Sur- 
geon to  Sir  Patrick  Dun^  Hospital ;  and  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and 
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Sui-gery  in  the  McJico-Chirurgicnl  School^  Park  Slreel."  Prior  to 
hifigi«ing:a  ilescriplion  ofliiscalaract  nee<lte,Dr.  J  Acon  recapitulates 
the  argumeDU  which  hnve  been  used,  in  favour  of  that  Operulioii 
to  tvhich  be  considers  his  ioslrument  as  parliculnrly  applicable. 
The  operalioa  bere  alluded  to,  is  that  of  opening  Ihe  teslure  of 
the  lens,  to  produce  ils  absorption,  by  exposing  it  lo  the  action  of 
the  aqueous  humour.  The  fact,  that  Cdtaractmaj' be  removed  by 
absorption  in  (his  way,  was  first  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Pott;  and  the 
suggestion  has  been  cince  repeatedly  carried  into  effect,  first 
by  Mr.  Saundehs,  ani]  afterwards  by  many  distinguished  ocuUsls. 
The  arguments  in  its  favour  are,  ihe  fucihly  of  the  operation,  and 
Ihe  little  injury  inllicled  on  the  organ,  so  thai  it  may  be  repeated 
frequently  without  injury.  The  question  often  agitated,  respect- 
ing the  choice  to  be  made  between  the  anterior  and  posterior 
operations — that  is,  to  Bay,  whether  the  needle  should  be  intro- 
duced anterior  to  the  iris,  through  the  cornea,  or  posterior  to  it, 
through  the  sclerotica,  19  not  yet  settled.  Mr.  Sai'ndebs  says,  the 
sui^eon  has  more  power  in  the  posterior  than  the  anterior  opera- 
tion; Lul  (/i£  latter  excites  fcfi^ain  and  iajtamination^  and  inflicts  a 
slighter,  if  any  injury  on  ihe  vitreous  humour.  Dr.  Jacob  gives 
it  the  preference.  He  reprehends  the  practice  of  Sir  W.  Adams, 
ofbreaking  down  Ihe  lens,  and  placing  Ihe  fragments  in  the  an- 
terior chamber,  to  accomplish  their  solution  and  absorption;  and 
gives,  as  a  contrasled  opinion,  that  of  Mr.  Saunreiui,  that  the  pro- 
cess of  the  absorption  of  the  lens  is  heat  accomplished  in  its  natural 
position.  Tbecommon  period  for  the  cure  of  congenital  cataract 
by  Ibis  meaD9,is,  according  to  our  author,  from  two  lofive  months; 
anil  the  number  of  limes  in  which  Ibe  operation  is  performed, 
mu?t,  of  coiirse,  vary  from  one  to  five. 

To  atlain  the  desirable  objecis,  of  fineness  of  point,  and  curva- 
ture at  the  eilremily  of  the  instrument,  and  of  a  form,  such  Ihal  the 
aqueoushumourshallnoteacape,  andnomarkbelefion  the  cornea, 
Dr.  Jacob  recommends  a  fine  sewing  needle,  curved  at  the  point. 
His  preference  is  founded  on  having  used  It  in  about  forty  opera- 
tions. He  could  produce  examples,  where  it  has  been  three 
limes  introduced,  and  where  nol  the  slightest  speck  on  the  cornea 
can  be  detected.  The  chief  diflicully  in  the  use  of  Ihe  round 
needle,  is  Ihe  force  which  is  required  lo  pass  it  into  Ihe  cornea ; 
hut  Ihls  is  soon  surmounted  by  a  little  practice. 
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*'  The  size  of  the  needle  is  known  in  the  shops  as  nun^fer  teven;  beinp 
the  fiMen^urth  part  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  ai>ottt  one  half  the  size  of 
the  ftSSS  Sl^RBsas's  needle  which  is  made.  The  point  can  be  turned  to 
the  ftfl^Mte  cnnre,  by  means  of  a  pair  of  catting  forceps,  or  the  ward  of  a 
■mall  kej;  of  course,  without  heat,  which  would  destroy  the  temper." 

Not  more  than  ten  in  ft  hoDdred  needles  will  bear  bendiog  thus; 
bat  when  once  tamed,  imj  retain  the  curve  withoat  any  danger 
of  breaking  or  bending. 

^  They  should  always  be  tried  befbre  use,  by  piisang  them  repeatedly 
•fbroagh  thick  calres^kin  leather.*  After  they  have  receiyed  €tic  requisite 
earve^  the  point  should  be  cut  flat  on  each  side,  oti  a  fine  hone,  and  care- 
fylly  examined  with  a  magnifying  glass  to  ascertain  tliat  it  is  perfect. 

*' After  the  ppint  has  been  turned,  the  nee^,  held  in  the  jawa  of  a  pair 
of  pliers,  or  a  yice,  is  to  be  run  down  into  a  cedar  handle,  without  cement; 
teaying  on\y  hedf  an  inch  of  blade,  which  I  haye  found  to  answer  every 
piiipose." 

The  handle  should  be  about  a  fifth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and 
foar  inches  long.  The  same  needle  has  been  used  a  dozen  times 
withoat  sharpening.  Those  asing  the  inptrament  for  the  first 
'time  are  recommended  to  choose  one  slightly  corved. 

Dr.  Jacob,  in  place  of  following  the  usual  advice  of  ophthalmic 
surgeons,  to  operate  on  the  right  eye  with  the  left  hand,  suppoitng 
the  operator  to  sit  in  front  of  the  patient,  prefers  standing  behind, 
with  the  head  resting  against  his  chest.  We  have  not  room  for 
other  details,  respecting  the  occasional  difficulties  and  dangers 
attendant  on  this  operation ;  as  most  oculists  are  apprized  of,  and 
prepared  for,  such  obstructions  in  the  way  of  their  success. 

We  have,  by  (he  same  author,  <'  Observationi^  respecting  on 
Ulcer  of  a  peculiar  character y  which  attacks  the  Eyelids^  and  other 
parts  of  the  Facey  This  disease  is  peculiar  In  its  nature,  and  oot 
to  be  confounded  with  genuine  carcinomay  or  with  the  disease 
called  lupus  or  noli  me  tangere.  The  author  tells  us  more  fre- 
quently what  it  is  not  than  describes  clearly  what  it  is.  He  thinks 
it  will  bid  defiance  to  all  remedies  short  of  ei[tirpatioD.  He  has 
tried,  internally,  alterative  mercurials, antimony, sarsapariUa,  acids, 
cicula,  arsenic,  iron  and  other  remedies;  and  locally,  simple  and 
compound  poultices,  ointments  and  washes,  containing  mercury, 
lead,  zinc,  copper,  arsenic,  sulphur,  tar,  cicuta,  opium,  belladonnai 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  acids,  without  arresting  for  a  moment  tha 
progress  of  ih€t  disease. 

Vol.  v.— No.  0,  Jauuart,  1828.  14 


Following  iLis  is  a  "  Sicond  Communieatinn,  relative  lo  tin  Futui 
Cinutqueticu  which  rttult  front  Slight  IVounrti  rectiveil  in  Ditnctioii. 
By  A.  CoLLES,  M.  D.,  one  of  Ilie  Professors  of  Auiitomj  and  Sur- 
gerv  ia  llie  Roj'al  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland."  Tbii  paper 
mainly  consisUof  an  account  of  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Sbeketton;  nlio, 
on  Ihe  28lh  May,  1824,  pricked  himself  with  Ihe  point  of  a  knife, 
while  examining  llie  body  of  a  man  who  had  died  of  peritoneal 
inflammation,  consequent  on  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  On  the 
foltowiog  evening,  Mr.  S.  fell  himself  unifell.  On  the  SIsl,  Mr. 
CuucK  accidentally  san  him,  and  found  some  of  the  glands  swelled 
in  the  left  axilla.  On  the  23nd,  the  condition  of  these  glands 
was  much  improved;  but,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  there  was 
a  return  of  swelling,  with  hardness,  aniiely,  and  pain  along  the 
course  of  the  ulnar  nerve,  and  down  the  le^  side  of  Ihe  (horax. 
The  disease  continued  to  increase  in  violence ;  and,  on  the  evening 
of  (be  36tb,  a  red  spot,  of  the  size  of  a  shilling,  appeared  on  ihe 
right  patella;  accompanied  by  the  severest  torture  in  the  knee, 
referred  by  the  patient  to  the  cavity  of  the  joint.  During  Ihe 
night  of  the  26th,  a  large  red  and  swollen  patch  waa  observed 
overlhe  right  tibialis  anticus  muscle.  On  Ihe  271b,  he  complained 
of  pain  of  his  iet'l  arm,  with  considerable  swelling  of  it,  and  of  the 
fore-arm.  Yellowness  of  skin  waa  now  universal,  and  more  deep 
than  before ;  adnata  of  ihe  eyes  very  yellow ;  countenance  more 
■harp  and  contracted;  tongue  covered  with  a  thick  coating  of 
while  mucus.  During  the  night  he  passed  a  large  quaotily  of 
urine,  of  a  peculiarly  dark  brown  colour.  And,  though  twice  he 
was  supposed  to  be  dying,  yet  be  soon  after  called  for  solid  nou- 
rishment; ate  a  tea-cup-ful  of  panada,  and  took  Ihe  yotk  of  an 
egg,  beat  up  wilh  brandy. 

He  died  at  nine  o'clock,  on  Ihe  28th,  ten  days  aller  the  acci- 
dent. 

Waving,  for  the  preseni,  all  discuaslons  respecting  Ihe  precise 
nature  of  the  inflammaltoD  of  which  Mr.  Sbekellon  died,  we  can 
only  give  Ibe  plan  suggested  by  Dr.  Collfs,  in  such  cases.  It 
consists  in  the  administration  of  calomel,  in  on  uncomblned  foi'm, 
and  In  doses  of  three  grains,  every  three  or  four  hours.  When 
administered  in  this  manner,  it  seldom  i'-iils  lo  produce  salivation 
in  thirty-six,  or  forty-eight  hours ;  provided  Itiat  the  two  or  three 


DUBLIK  HOSPITAL  REPORTS-— ERETHISM  OF  THE  STOMACH.   107 


» 


first  do9es  affect  the  bowels.    If  they  do  not,  some   purgative 
must  be  combined  with  the  calomel,  or  occasionallj  interposed. 

^*  Cans  of  a  Fatal  Erethism  of  the  Stomiich^  with  Ob$ervaiions. 
By  John  Chctne,  M.  D.,  Physician  General,"  The  detail  of  these 
cases,  as  furnished  by  Dr.  Cheyne,  possesses  considerable  interest; 
not  on  account  of  any  novelty  or  success  in  therapeutical  treat- 
menty  but  as  justifying  fully  certain  inferences,  which  the  ever 
busy  polypharmaceutical  physician  will  do  well  to  hold  in  mind* 
Of  the  propriety  of  the  title,  Erethism  of  the  Stomach,  we  are 
not  well  assured ;  nor  do  we  profess  to  understand  what  is  meant 
by  the  phrase  of  the  tongue  ^^  becoming  gradually  angry  at  the 
edge."  The  three  first  cases,  designated  by  the  author  as  A,  B, 
and  C,  were  marked  by  obstinate  and  incurable  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  and  a  vomiting  of  ropy  fluid,  of  the  colour  of  verdigris, 
—•thirst  urgent — abdomen  without  pain,  tension,  or  tendemeaSi 
except  in  case  C,  in  which .  pressure  on  the  stomach  caused  uo- 
easiness — and  the  pulse,  ^variable,  hard,  and  frequent  in  one, 
and  but  little  altered  in  the  others.  The  first  was  an  athletic 
young  man,  nineteen  years  of  age,  of  ad*  ardent  disposition,  and 
9ang^ineo<boleric  temperament;  who  was  taken  ill  on  the  11th 
of  August,  1818,  and  died  on  the  24th.  On  the  23d,  he  had  black 
Tomit ;  haemorrhage  from  the  oose  and  throat ;  and  blood  passed 
by  stool.  The  second  was  a  case  of  a  young  lady,  seventeen 
years  of  age,  who  died  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease :  her  tongue 
was  white,  the  edges  were  clean  and  florid,  and  the  throat  was 
sore.  The  third  case,  age  not  given,  died  In  ten  days  after  Dr. 
Cheyne  had  been  called  in.  He  had,  however,  been  afiected 
with  occasional  sickness  and  vomiting  of  every  kind  of  food,  for 
fourteen  days  preceding.  His  tongue  was  swollen,  furred,  and  dry 
Id  the  centre—throat  inflamed,  and  towards  the  conclusion,  be- 
came completely  aphthous.  Bleeding  at  the  arm,  at  first  of  30  oz., 
and  afterwards,  16  oz.;  opium  and  calomel;  saline  preparations; 
blisters;  laudanum,  by  the  mouth, and  inglysters;  saline  draughts; 
Infusion  of  mint;  leeches  to  the  abdomen,  &c.;  ^'all,  and  many 
other  remedies  and  nostrums,  in  vain,"  were  had  recourse  to  la 
the  first  case.  Twenty  leeches  to  the  abdomen  were  the  chief 
remedial  means  in  the  second.  Blisters  to  the  epigastrium  and 
abdooien;  leeches  to  the  anus;  enemata;  lemon  ice,  and  iced 
water  in  sips  or  roouthfuls,  were  the  means  chiefly  relied  on  in  tlie 
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third  cnse.  In  the  luljecl  o(  lliU  lust  alone,  ivns  post  niorlem  ei' 
aminalioD  inatiluleil. 

"The  body  wu  cmaciatcdi  the  abdomen  rctncled.  The  gall  bladder 
w»  full  of  dark  bile;  the  91  omsch,  large  and  fluccid,  contuncd  nearly  a  pint 
or  green  fluid.  Its  muc  oils  membrane  presented  a  peculiar  appearancCi 
ihe  veins  vere  unusually  tiirgidj  the  surfBce,  particularly  at  llie  great  CX' 
tremity,  was  of  a  dark  mahogany  colour;  the  colour  was  owing  to  a  vaicu- 
lar  dUtension,  and  general  extravuBation  into  the  sub-mucous  tiuue.  The 
same  appearance  of  vascular  distension  and  extravasation,  but  in  a  leas  de- 
gree, was  obaerrable  in  the  intestines.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  aso- 
phagus  was  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  highly  vascular." 

The  fourth  case,  D,  was  of  a  young  gentleman,  twenty  years 
ef  age,  of  a  choleric  lemperRinenl.  nHrroiv  chest,  and  muscular 
limbs.  He  was  Inken  aick  on  Ihe  30lh  of  May,  and  was  conva- 
tesceot  on  the  3d  of  June.  The  pain  of  Ihe  abdomen,  not  very 
acute,  was  increased  on  jircssure,  and  attended  with  sicknetis,  and 
vomiiing  of  a  bright  green  fluid,  which  frequently  recurred  in 
the  course  of  the  night.  On  Ihe  next  d.-iy,  (May  31»t,)  the  pnl^e 
was  about  86;  Ihe  tongue  furred  and  ralher  swollen,  hut  moist: 
he  vomited  helween  a  pint  and  a  quart  of  an  amber  coloured 
fluid,  in  coDsislence  like  melted  jelly,  ivhich  he  said  was  lart,  but 
not  biller. 

The  subjects  of  Iheae  cases  were  three  brothers  and  a  sister. 
The  family  to  which  they  belonged,  consisted  of  nx  children, 
two  of  whom  had  died  of  the  same  complaint,  as  fur  as  Dr. 
Cheyne  could  learn  by  inquiry;  and  it  is  further  remarkable, 
that  the  father  of  (his  family  died  in  a  similar  manner.  The 
green  duid  vomited  by  the  above  palJenls,  was,  as  Dr.  C,  thinks, 
the  product  of  the  slomach,  and  not  of  the  liver.  Summing  up 
bis  opinion  of  the  treatment  which  he  pursued,  he  does  not  think 
blood-lelling  was  advantageous  in  case  A,  any  more  than  saliva- 
lion,  which  was  produced  in  the  same  case  without  any  decided 
benefit.  In  case  B,  the  patient  seemed  to  sink  from  Ihe  cfl'usion 
of  blood  j  an  occurrence  by  no  means  unusual,  when  bleeding 
after  the  application  of  leeches  is  not  timely  suppressed.  The 
following  sensible  remarks  are  those  to  which  we  had  more  spe- 
cial allusion  when  speaking  of  Ihe  lovers  of  polypharmacy. 

"  Having  had  many  opportunities  of  seeing  the  irrilablc;stomflchs  of  chil- 
dren, (which  purgatives  often  only  exasperate,  and  thus  perpetuate  and 
extend,)  brought,  in  a  day  or  two,  loaquieseent  state  by  mere  aliitinence. 
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hy  restrictini^  the  patient  to  watcr^  or  wetk  lemonade  in  mall  quantitiet, 
and  occasionally  giving  a  few  grapes,  a  mode  of  practice,  which,  when  there 
is  no  fulness  of  the  hypochondria,  will  sometimes  be  found  eminently  suc- 
cessful, I  resolved,  when  I  came  to  treat  the  subject  of  case  D,  to  give  him 
no  active  medicine;  and  had  he  not  been  anxious  to  take  the  solution  of 
Rochelle  salts,  with  soda  and  lemon  juice,  as  finding  it  grateful  to  his  stomachy 
my  intention  was  to  apply  blisters  and  extensive  fomentations,  to  hare  ene- 
mata  adminbtered,  to  permit  him  to  drink  lemonade  sparingly,  and  to  with- 
hold all  medicine  by  the  mouth." 

Dr.  Chbyne  does  not  mean,  however,  by  these  observatlonf,  to 
advocate  InertDess  in  the  treatment  of  genuine  inflammatioD  olf 
the  stomach ;  with  a  case  of  which  he  furnishes  us,  where  he  had 
the  patient  bled  (o  the  amount  of  upwards  of  60  ounces  in  twen- 
ty-four hours. 

'*  In  idiopathic  inflammation  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  stomnth,  or 
when  that  surface  becomes  inflamed,  in  the  progress  of  dysentery,  goat,  or 
other  diseases,  I  have  often  directed  entire  abstinence  from  medicine  of 
eveiy  description,  and  from  fluids  even  of  the  blandest  nature;  until  the 
inflammation  has  been  removed  by  bleeding,  blistering,  fomentations,  &c. 
In  truth,  the  inflamed  stomach  is  often  incapsble  of  retaining  even  a 
spoonful  of  cold  water;  and  at  first  every  description  of  medicine  produees 
an  aggravation  of  sickness,  vomiting,  and  general  distress.  In  such  cases, 
I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  the  good  effects  of  restnuning  the  patient  from 
drinking,  and  of  withholding  medicine  for  one,  or  even  two  days. 

"  If  thirst  be  urgent,  as  is  often  the  case  in  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach, — ^most  punfully  urgent  it  oflen  is,— it  may  be  mb- 
maged  by  one  mouthful  of  water,  or  by  putting  a  bit  of  ice  in  the  mouth: 
if  there  b  much  dry  retching,  a  drink  consisting  of  water,  lime  water,  and 
milk,  in  equal  proportions,  may  be  g^ven,  which,  while  it  quenches  thirat, 
will  sometimes  lessen  the  straining  to  vomit:  if  these  things  ftil,  we  may 
try  a  remedy  of  an  opposite  kind,  namely,  weak  lemonade,  which  .wiH 
often  give  great  relief. 

"The  same  method  is  applicable  to  excessive  irritability  of  the  stomach 
in  continued  fever,  when  that  symptom  arises  from  an  inflammatory  state 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  that  organ;  which  may  take  place,  either  with 
the  epig^trium  and  hypochondria  tumid,  or  without  the  slightest  fulness 
of  the  abdomen.  In  either  case,  before  we  prescribe  purgative  medicines^ 
let  us  consider  well  whether  they  are  likely  to  produce  a  sahUary  increase 
of  secretion;  or  whether  it  would  not  be  better,  before  having  recourse  to 
these,  first  to  reduce  the  inflammation  of  the  stomach  by  leeches,  fomenta- 
tion, blisters,  and  enemata." 

This  last  is  perhaps  a  fortuitous  coiocideuce  of  opinion,  rather 
than  an  echo,  of  that  of  the  Broussais  or  physiological  school. 
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The  blisten  would  most  likely  be  objected  to  by  ihe  latter ;  who 
might  perhaps  be  also  Icmpled  to  add,  ihni  Ihe  reduclion  of  the 
inflnmmation  of  the  slomach  would  be  so  complete  by  the  use  of 
leecbes,  fomentations,  enemula,  and  diluents,  as  not  to  call  for, 
except  pro /ormri  onii^uri,  the  ad  minis  trail  on  of  purgatiTcs  at  all. 
Dr.  Chelae,  in  a  note,  corroborates  what  has  been  often  said 
before,  viz.  thai  <rery  acute  intlamtnatioa  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  intestinal  canal,  often  eiisls  without  tension,  or  the 
slightest  tenderness  of  the  abdomen.  He  ennmerotes  certain  dis- 
eases, with  some  one  of  which  many  members  of  families  were 
affected,  in  whom  there  was  an  exalted  strumous  diathesis.  These 
are  kydroeephatia,  mania,  epiUptt/,  creeping  pally,  consumption. 
There  is  not,  we  believe,  any  novelty  or  doubt  in  facts  of  this 
DBture. 

The  "  Ccue  of  a  RemarkabU  Fvlsation  in  the  Feitu,"  recorded 
by  Charles  Davis,  M.  D-,  member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geou  in  Ireland,  and  Surgeon  lo  the  North  East  Dispensary, 
Dablla,  is  Interesting,  both  to  the  practical  pbysiciaD,  and  the  ex- 
perimental physiologist. 

"  The  pulsation  in  nil  tlie  veins  wu  distinct  and  well  raaTked,  »ynchro- 
noui  with  tliftt  of  the  nrteriesj  and.  In  the  veins  of  tlie  extremitJea,  percepti- 
ble to  the  eye,  even  >t  the  dlBtance  of  two  yards. 

"The  veins  were  rather  higet  than  la  usuul  at  lier  period  of  life:  and 
pressure  upon  any  of  them  atojiped  the  pulsation  between  the  part  com- 
pressed and  the  heaj^;  so  that  it  obviously  could  not  be  CMised  bj  regurgi- 
tation from  the  auricle. 

"  The  pulsation  of  the  heart  was  somewhai  stronger  than  usual  at  lier 
•get  the  pulsation  or  the  veins  was  sofler  than  that  of  the  artciiesi  and  was 
completely  stopped  on  compression  of  these  latter  vessels." 

The  subject  of  this  case  was  a  female  child,  aged  six  years, 
who  was  suffering,  at  the  time,  from  acute  hydrocephalas;  of  which 
■he  died,  28tb  June,  1026. 

On  dissiclion,  "  Ihe  vessels  of  tlie  pia  mater,  particularly  towards  Ihe 
base  of  the  brain,  were  aomewhat  fuller  of  blood  than  is  nntunli  and  the 
substance  of  the  brain  little,  if  at  all,  soFler  than  is  usual  at  this  period  of 
life.  The  ventricles  contained  at  least  i  ax.  of  transparent  fluid;  and  the 
choroid  plexus  seemed  pale,  as  if  macerated.  Tlie  pericardium  contained  a 
small  quantity  of  serous  Auldi  and  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  was  some- 
what enlarged,  and  firmer  than  natural:  all  the  otiier  viscera  of  the  thorax 
and  abdomen  healthy.  The  arteries  had  been  injected;  but  presented  no 
preternatural  commuJilcition  wliatevcr  with  the  veins;  neither  could  any 
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mrtciy  be  discovered  in  the  inmediate  vicinity  of  these  latter  venel^  which 
could  throw  a  doubt  on  the  fact»  that  the  pulsation  had  been  oontiamd 
from  the  heart,  throu|fli  the  arteries  and  capillaries  to  the  veins." 

In  this  case  we  see  a  coofirmation  of  the  doctrine,  which  teaches 
the  paramount  ioflaeoce  exerted  by  (he  heart  in  the  fonctioo  of 
the  circulation,  and  that  all  other  agencies  are  of  a  p'nrely  acces- 
sory and  secondary  nature. 

Dr.  CiuifPTON,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica ;  Honorary  Fellow 
of  the  College  of  Physicians ;  Physician  to  Steevens^s  Hospital, 
&c.  be.,  gives  us  a  paper  containing  an  account  of  a  ^  C<ue  of  l/n- 
usual  Comtipation,'*^  The  subject,  a  female,  had  a  sligffat  attack 
of  scarlatina,  and  is  of  a  phthisical  habit  and  appearance. 

"  She  is  now  in  her  37th  year;  and  has  been  in  the  state  described,  (far 
the  last  seven  years.  For  the  last  eight  months^  she  has  had  no  passage 
from  the  bowels,  and  only  two  or  three  during  the  preceding  year;  and  she 
scarcely  passes  any  urine.  There  is  no  possibility  that  any  dsc^  can  be 
practised;  as  she  sleeps  in  a  room  inth  a  confidential  attendaal^  Vbd  is 
watched  closely  by  her  parents  and  sister.  She  never  makes  the  sfigfatert 
locomotive  exertions  with  her  lower  limbs;  but  has  the  complete  musculsr 
power  of  the  upper  extremities.*' 

Dr.  Crampton  gives  some  cases  analogous  to  this  one. 

Following  this  is  an  ^^  Account  of  an  Unusual  Fariety  in  the  Fe- 
moral Artery.  By  John  Houston,  Conservator  of  the  Museum) 
and  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland.^^  We 
deem  it  needless  to  present  the  details  of  this  anatomical  curiositj 
to  our  readers.  Such  a  deviation  from  the  usual  situation  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  artery,  must,  doubtless,  increase  the  difficulties 
which  the  surgeon  will  have  to  encounter  in  operating :  but,  as 
he  cannot  be  apprized  of  such  an  anomaly  by  any  known  external 
signs,  he  must  only,  in  this,  as  in  all  sudden  and  unforeseen  cases, 
be  calm  and  collected,  and  ready  to  modify  his  practice,  accordiDf 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment. 

^^  A  ease  of  Ununited  Fracture  of  the  Tibiae  treated  successfidly  iy 
the  Seton.  By  John  Brown,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  die  Qoun^ 
of  Meath  Infirmary,  &c.''  was  referred  to  in  our  Surgical  depart- 
ment for  the  4th  vol*  p.  190.  We  could  have  wished  that  Doc- 
tor and  Squire  Beown  (why  the  first  is  not  sufficiently  honourable 
for  a  medical  man,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  a  conjecture)  had  distinctly 
avowed  the  obligations  of  modem  surgery  to  Doctor  Puysick,  for 
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his  iolroduction  and  successful  use  of  Ihe  seton  lo  promote  and 
«Secl  the  onion  of  a  fractured  bone. 

"  Ducription  of  a  Human  Stomach  of  a  Singular  Form  and  S(nic- 
turt.  By  John  Hart,  Member.of  Ihe  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
Id  Ireland,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomj  al  the  Park  Street  School  of 
AnatoDiy,  Stc."  In  this  actum  curiomm  natura,  the  left  extremity 
of  Ihe  stomach  had  its  usual  appearance  as  lo  form  and  size ;  but 
the  right  extremily,  instead  of  contracting  until  it  became  con- 
tinuous with  (he  duodenum,  sHer  the  ordinary  wny,  ended  In  a  cul- 
de-sac,  about  half  as  large,  lo  appearance,  as  Ihe  great  end  of  the 
left  CKlremity.  The  duodenum  proceeded  from  a  depression, 
which  marked  Ihe  less  arch  of  the  stomach,  about  mid-way  be- 
Iwecn  its  cnrdiac  orifice,  and  Ihe  roost  remote  part  of  its  right  ex- 
tremity. The  reporter  did  not  know  Ihe  history  of  the  individual 
whose  stomach  was  thus  constituted. 

We  hare  already  noticed  (see  vol.  iv.  p,  416,  of  this  Journal) 
Ihe  pap«r  entitled,  "  Observations  on  an  Jlffection  of  the  Movth  in 
Children.  By  Thomas  Cumin(i,M.  D.,  Licenliate  of  the  King's  and 
Queen's  College  of  Physicians,  Assistant  Physician  lo  the  Int^titu- 
tioD  for  the  Diseases  of  Children,  and  one  of  the  Physicians  lo  the 
Wellesley  Fever  Hospital." 

Next  follows  "-Jl  ta»c  of  Ruptured  Ciceum,  ■aihicli  terminated  in 
Death,  forty-eight  'hourt  after  the  accident.  By  John  Speeb,  Sur- 
geon lo  the  Essex  Convict-Hulk,  Kingstown,  Dublin."  The  suf- 
ferer, oamed  Burn,  in  wrestling  wilh  a  man,  whom  he  had  thrown 
to  the  ground,  fell,  wilh  his  abdomen  on  his  antagonist's  knees, 
which  were  bent  upwards;  and  received  a  violent  contusion, 
chietly  on  (he  region  of  Ihe  umbiUcus.  According  to  his  own  ac- 
connl,  he  felt  as  if  something  had  given  way  internally  ;  he  fainted 
immediately,  but  soon  recovered,  complaining  of  severe  pain  in 
his  abdomen,  with  vomiting.  These  symptoms  continued  uniil  bis 
dealfa.  On  dissection,  was  found,  an  aperture  in  the  cxcum  of 
about  two  inches  in  circumference,  wilh  uneven,  ragged  edges, 
and  evidently  the  consequence  of  Ihe  fall  he  had  received;  it 
was  surrounded  with  marks  of  extensive  intlammalion  ;  as  were  all 
the  small  intestines,  on  whose  surface  several  layers  of  coagulable 
lymph  had  been  deposited  in  different  places,  forming  a  false  mem- 
brane of  a  Boll  texture. 
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.  ^^  Casti  of  Dueouesofthe  Hearty  accompanied  by.  Pathological  06- 
stTDotions.  By  RowHvr  Adams,  A.  B.,  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Siirgeona  te.  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  Jervis 
Street  Infirmary,  &c.^'  This  is  a  Tery  yaluable  paper,  in  which 
the  author  evinces  powers  of  observation  and  industry,  which  can- 
pot  but  be  highly  creditable  to  himself,  as  they  will  assuredly  be 
to  the  profession.  His  references  tp  other  pathological  inquirers 
and  writers  are  apposite ;  and  serve  to  iUostrate,  without  Ostentation, 
his  own  opinions  and  practice. 

.  His  plan  is  to  consider,  first, soine  morbid  affections  of  the  mem-^ 
branous  coverings  of  the  heart ;  secondly,  those  changes  which 
he  has  observed  Its  mosculai^  structure  to  undergo;  and  lastly,  to 
describe  and  exemplify  by  caiiiB,  those  organic  alterations  of  the 
auricular  and  arterial  openings  of  the  ventricles,  which  he  has  re- 
marked as,  more  than  all  others,  deranging  the  function  of  the 
circulation."  td  9'7ir  .^ 

J.  Morbid  Affecliont  of  tht  Membranous  Coverings  of  Hi§{0ftrif^ 
AAer  pointing  out  the  structure  of  the  pericardium,  as  bel<^i)|^iijKir 
to  the  fibro-serous  class  of  membranes,  and  composed  of  two  lay-' 
ers,  differing  from  each  other  widely  in  their  structure  and  uses, 
and  very  differently  affected  by  disease,  Mr.  Adams  goes  on  to 
speak  of  the  morbid  affections  of  the  outer  layer  or  fibrous  msm- 
brane.    Like  the  dura  mater  and  fibrous  membranes,  generally, 
this  is  liable  to  ossification.     Mr.  A.  relates  a  case  of  this  nature, 
which  he  had  an  opportunity  of  verifying  by  dissection.    The 
beart  was  encircled,  or  nearly  so,  by  a  zone  of  bone,  about  three 
inches  in  thickness,  and  more  than  an  inch  in  breadth. 

Under  the  head  of  ^^  Morbid  Affections  of  the  Serous  Membrane^'*^ 
our  author  treats  of  pericarditis  in  its  acute  form,  and  by  melcri- 
tasis  of  acute  rheumatic  inflammation  from  the  synovial  membranes 
of  the  extremities  to  the  serous  membrane  of  the  heart.  Here  he 
cautions  us  against  confounding  simple  rheumatism  of  the  muscular 
structure  of  the  heart,  with  rheumatic  inflammation  of  its  serous 
membrane.  We.  have  doubts  about  there  being  any  such  malady 
as  rheumatism  of  the  muscular  tissue  of  any  part  We  believe 
that,  in  all  the  alleged  cases  of  this  nature,  it  is  the  aponeurotic 
sheaths  of  the  muscle  or  envelopes  of  the  muscular  fibrils  which 
are  the  seat  of  the  inflammation.  The  difference  then,  to  our 
minds,  between  carditis  and  pericarditis,  is  in  degree,  and  not  in 
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kind ;  llic  inrmcr  consisting  of  nn  in  Ham  million  of  Isolnled  aponcii- 
rolic  and  cellular  connexions  of  the  moBcle,  (be  latter  of  an  ex- 
tended and  conlinuous  membrane, 

"El^pelas  undoubtedly  alTectB  the  iieirt.  I  liave  myself  known,"  says 
Mr.  Atuui,  "  two  cuei  of  er^sipclns  of  the  hendand  face,  which  terming ed 
fstally.  by  Tnets stasis  to  the  lieirt.  In  one,  the  eryslpelss  succeeded  lo  a 
wound  in  the  lieul)  in  (he  ottier,  it  came  on  spontsneously.  In  both,  is 
toon  »s  the  eilemal  redness  receded,  the  breathing  became  dlstresitd,  tlie 
countenance  agitated,  and  rest  in  the  horizontal  position  impossible." 

II.  Of  Change!  .tffecting  Ihe  Mmeular  Siruchire  of  the  Heart. 
Casea  arc  given  of  active  CHlaTgement  of  the  heart  vtilhout  any  vat- 
vularilhtate,  v/hicb  terminated  fatally,  and  Ihcir  precise  nature 
nscerlnincd  by  dissection.  The  deteiU  of  the  symptoms  and  (rcnt- 
mcnt,  though  interesting,  cannot,  for  want  of  room,  l>e  laid  before 

la  the  second  case,  great  benefit,  for  a  time,  was  derived  from 
rigid  abstinence  and  a  strict  antiplilogislic  regimen,  Ihe  least  dc- 
p;irlure  from  which  brought  back  a  renewal  of  the  symptoms. 
The  pulse  was,  in  both,  strong,  full,  and  vigorous,  and  for  the  most 
pari,  regular. 

The  nest  case  slrikingly  elucidate*  the  connexion  bclivecn 
apoplesy  and  aclive  enlargement  of  Ihe  heart.  The  subject  of 
this  case  had,  in  February,  1822,  an  apoplectic  seizure;  from  which 
he  was  recovered  by  free  venesection.  In  April  he  was  again 
taken  alarmingly  111 — Mb  countenance  ghastly,  his  pulse  weak 
and  rapid,  his  enfremities  cold.     He  lived  but  fourteen  hours. 

Dissection  exhibited  the  brain  of  a  yellowish  colour,  and  some- 
what looser  in  its  (ciclurc  than  natural;  but  there  were  no  apo- 
plectic cells,  no  effusion  of  blood,  nor  appearance  of  there  ever 
having  been  any  sanguineous  extravasation.  There  tvas  dis- 
covered a  rent  in  the  aorta  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  length, 
from  which  blood  had  escaped  into  the  pericardium.  The  whole 
heart  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  lell  ventricle  was  much  in- 
creased ill  thickness;  Ihe  heart  was  otherwise  natural,  and  the 
remaining  viscera  were  sound. 

A  case  la  furnished  by  Mr.  Adams,  of  a  person  who,  during  a 
period  of  seven  years,  had  at  least  twenty  apoplectic  attacks. 
After  death,  the  heart  was  tbund  in  a  great  measure  converted  into 
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lat    The  liyer  was  natural ;  the  vena  portas  was  unusually  dis- 
tended. 

Of  Rupture  of  the  Hearty  Aneurism^  and  Rupture  of  the  Chorda 
T^endinea.  Cases  illustrative  of  these  organic  alterations  are  given 
bjr  our  author.     He  remarks  that 

**  There  is  no  disease  more  fiuniliarly  spoken  of  than  aneurism  of  the 
iMHl;  yet  the  affection  which  is  with  propriety  sadenominated,  is  exceed- 
ingly rare." 

'''in.  OfOrgarUe  Changes affeding  the  Arterial  and  Auricular  Openmge 
of  the  Veniridet." 

^  The  arterial  and  auricular  openings  of  the  ventricles  are  liable  to  con- 
tractions; wUch  are  invariably  combined  with  some  cartilaginous  or  osseous 
depoHlions.  Such  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  heart,  disturbs  the 
ciiculation  in  a  very  remarkable  manner,  and  produces  great  derangement 
in  the  functions  of  almost  every  organ  in  the  body." 

«*Thi8  is  a  disease,  [narrowing  of  the  left  auriculo-ventricular  aperture] 
which,  according  to  my  observation,  shows  itself  at  all  periods  ot  life, 
occurring  in  the  young  as  well  as  the  old;  and  unlike  other  diseases  «f  the 
heart  and  vascular  system,  it  manifests  itself  as  frequently  in  the  female  as 
in  the  nude.  The  signs  of  this  complaint,  in  its  first  stages,  are  so  vague 
and  equivocal,  that  they  are  usually  set  down  as  nervous  complaints:  unfor- 
tunately the  prognosis  is  generally  unguarded,  and  a  line  of  treatment  cal- 
culated to  aggravate  rather  than  relieye  the  organic  disease,  is  prescribed." 

The  author  proceeds  to  give  the  history  of  two  cases, 

**  in  which  the  patients  were  suddenly  carried  off  early  in  this  disease, 

the  one  by  apoplexy,  the  otlier  by  epilepsy;  which  were  evidently  the 

consequence  of  the  difficult  transmission  of  blooil  through  the  left  side  of 

the  heart,  by  which  the  functions  of  the  brain  were  so  disturbed  that  these 

.Alal  effects  were  produced." 

When  the  disease  is  fully  establii<hed,  tlie  signs  of  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  left  auriculo-ventricular  opening  are  by  no  meaus 
doubtful.  Of  these  we  may  indicate  paroxysms  of  dyspricca,  hie- 
moptysis,  uneasiness  in  lying  in  any  but  one  position,  irregular 
and  widely  extended  palpitations  oflhc  heart,  anasarca  and  ascites 
as  the  disease  advances,  strong  pulsation  in  the  jugular  veins,  and 
a  general  thrill  through  the  branches  of  the  arterial  system,  as.  in 
aneurisms ;  and  when  the  ear  is  attentively  applied  to  the  thorax 
a  hissing,  purring  noise  is  heard,  caused  by  the  transmission  of 
blood  through  a  narrow  orifice. 

**  The  more  decided  symptoms  of  tliis  affection  arc  to  be  found  in  the 
peculiar  irregularity  and  want  of  correspondence  in  the  pulse,  as  felt  at  the 
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wriHt,  ini]  eiimined  *inm1ifineoii''ly  al  ilic  licurt:  Ike  latter  oflcn  bcaiB  so 
viDlenllysgamit  the  »itJM  of  the  llioriijr,  u  to  shnkc  the  patient  in  his  bed; 
while,  at  the  nme  time,  the  irteriil  pulse  is  imall,  weik,  &[i<l  irregular: 
indeed,  >uch  is  the  state  of  the  pulse  in  the  arteries,  that  (lie  phj-sici an,  at- 
tending Id  this  only,  and  overlowting  the  slate  of  the  heart,  might  renJily 
EUppoie  his  patient  in  the  last  extremity,  and  dread  to  have  recourse  to 
thoae  remedies,  from  which  alone  any  relief  ii  to  he  expected." 

Tlie  piilaeat  tiie  wrist 
"  appears  to  the  person  examining  It  as  if  there  were  two  pulses;  one 
slow  Biid  deliberate  for  two  or  three  beats,  vrhich  is  succeeded  by  three  ac 
four  rapid  and  indistinct  pulsations;  the  heart  upon  the  whole  generally 
pulsates  ten  or  lifleen  times  in  a  minute  more  than  the  artery,  and  ila  strote 
is  olXen  more  distinct  in  one  arm  than  the  other." 

We  are  preaenled  in  lliis  paper  wilh  a  case  of  complete  ossifi- 
calion  of  the  Coronnry  Arleries  of  llie  Heart  ami  of  the  Aorlic 
Valves;  the  delails  of  which  we  regret  not  IiaviDg;it  in  our  power 
to  transcribe.  We  could  willingly  nnd  profitably  keep  company 
for  a  much  longer  time  with  Mr.  AuAtis  tbun  wo  have  dooe ;  but 
to  give  room  to  our  friotida  requires  our  retiritig  from  the  field. 

In  proffering  our  best  wishes  to  Dr.  Mahsit,  whose  paper 
"Upon  Ihe  Origin  and  Latent  Period  of  Fever,"  follows  nest  in 
order,  we  can  iissure  him  of  our  Intention  to  notice  his  productioa 
at  the  very  lirat  opportunity,  perhaps  even  in  the  present  number 
of  (he  Journal. 

The  space  already  occupied  in  our  annlycis  of  Dr.  Cusack's 
paper,  on  Amputation  of  Porllona  of  the  Lower  Jaw,  precludes 
our  reviewing,  as  lU  merila  require,  the  report  enlitled 

"  dues  of  Exeiiion  of  a  Portion  of  the  Lower  Jaw^  for  the  Curenf 
Oiteo-Sarcoma  affecting  that  Bom;  with  lome  Obiervationa  oh  the  Pa- 
thology ofOsteo-SnTComaiDus  Tumours.  By  Philip  Cramfton.F.  R.  S., 
Surgeon  General  (o  the  Forces  in  Ireland,  and  Surgeon  in  Ordi- 
nary lo  (he  King." 

The  concluding  remarks  are  aa  follow* : 

"But  whatever  may  be  thouglit  of  the  explarmlion,  to  which  indeed  lam 
not  disposed  to  attach  any  great  importance,  the/ac/  mBV,  I  believe,  be 
conwdered  as  well  established,  that,  of  the  tumours  which  proceed  from  the 
eaaixUaled  structure  of  the  bones,  some  arc  of  a  malignant  tiuSure,  closely 
allied  to  cancer,  or  to  fungoid  disease,  and,  like  those  diseases,  so  prone  to 
contaminate  the  constitution,  as  well  as  the  parts  with  which  they  are  in 
cuntact,  that  the  removal  of  the  diseased  part  nutly  serves  as  a  protection 
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Xm  the  system  from  a  return  of  the  dbeaae)  thaiodiefi|rin  the  conttirjr,  im 
wkhout  any  character  of  malignancy,  and  so  purely  local  in  their  nature^ 
that  where  the  removal  of  the  whole  of  the  diiease,  howerer  eztennre^ 
can  be  effected,  the  operation  nuy  be  undertaken  with  the  beit  prospect 
of  affording  permanent  relief." 

Our  readers  are  referrtjd  to  the  4th  vol.  p.  181-2,  of  this  Joqf- 
Dal,  for  a  sketch  of  the  paper,  in  the  Hospital  Reports,  entitled, 

^^  A  Case  ofCynanche  Laryngea^  in  which  the  operation  of  Tracheo- 
tomy was  performed  in  March^  1 8S5,  and  a  Canula  wom^  up  to  th€ 
date  of  this  Report.  By  FRANas  White,  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  Sai^eons  of  St. 
MfurjH  Hospital  and  the  Doblin  Eye  Infirmary.'' 

''  tt  is  now,  says  Mr.  Wnirx,  two  years  since  the  operation  was  perform- 
ed; and  the  patient,  whom  I  saw  thisda^y  (March  17»  1827,)  has,  during  that 
time,  worn  the  tube  without  any  inconrenience,  or  being  in  the  least  pre- 
vented from  working  at  liis  trade." 

^^  A  Brief  Jiotice  of  the  Effects  of  the  Vapour  Bath  in  Tetanus.  By 
11.  Maiu»|  M.  D.  M.  R.  L  a.  Assistant  Physician  to  Steeyens's 
Hospital,  &c.  &c."  Of  three  cases  of  tetanus,  in  which  the  Tapoui* 
bath'  was  employed,  two  recovered.  In  one  of  these,  calomel  and 
opium  in  succession  had  failed  to  produce  any  6fiect ;  and,  in  the 
other,  ptyalism,  induced  by  the  two  remedies  conjoined,  failed  to 
mitigate  the  disease.  These  were  the  two  recovered  cases.  In 
the  first,  croton  oil  internally,  and  belladonna  and  oil  of  amber 
along  the  spine,  were  used  at  the  same  time  with  the  vapour  bath. 
Dr.  Marsh  concludes  thus : 

**  The  mode  of  treatment,  then,  which  appears  to  me  to  deserve  further 
trial,  consists  in  placing  the  patient,  for  many  successive  hours,  in  a  rapour 
bath  of  a  low  temperature;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  powerfully  upholding 
and  supporting  his  strength." 

The  "  Account  of  a  Remarkable  Production  resembling  a  Tai7,  which 
was  attached  to  the  extremity  of  the  Vertebral  Column  of  a  Man  ;  by 
Arthur  Jacob,  M.  D.  &c.  &c.,^'  when  taken  in  connexion  with 
tone  other  parallel  cases,  seem^  to  give  some  plausibility  to  the 
opinion  o{  my  Lord  Monboddo,  that  the  human  species  had  been 
originally  endowed  with  the  appendage  of  a  tail,  which  it  had  lost 
bj  civilization.  Instances  of  tail-bearing  men  similar' to  that 
dstcribed  by  Dr.  Jacob,  are  recorded  by  writers  worthy  of  credit. 

Here  wc  conclude  our  analv^iis  of  the  Fourth  Volume  of  The 


Dublin  llcMpilal  Reporl^;  tlie  labour  of  which  has  been  lo  ui  nc 
only  compnra lively  li^hl,  but  proilucltve  of  pleasure,  on  accoun 
of  the  strong  good  sense  nnd  (lOTrers  of  discriminative  observalio 
which  prevail  throughout  Ihe  work.  •     »     »     n 


Abticle  XIV. — Traite  de  la  MaladU  Scroplmlcwe.  Oitvragc  ewr- 
ronni  par  PJlcademte  ImpiriaU  dei  Curienx  de  la  Jfatvrt.  Par 
C,  G.  Hl-fcland,  MeJecin  du  Roi  de  Prusse,  el  Conaeiller 
d'Elal.  Traduil  de  I'Allemand,  8Ur  la  III  me  edition,  1819;  et 
accompagne  de  notes,  par  J.  B.  BouamiET,  Membre  de  la  Sociele 
de  Medecine  dc  Paris,  he.  Suivi  d'un  Mimoire  lur  la  Scro- 
phultSf  accompagne  de  iptelquei  rrjlexioiii  ntr  Ic  Trailcmeat  du 
Cancer;  par  M.  Le  Baron  Larrey,  Jic  A  Paris,  1821,  8vo. 
pp.  398. 

AuoKc  those  a&eclions  (hat  have  been  called  Opprobria  Mcdi- 
corum,  Ihe  disease  treated  of  hj  professor  Hufcland,  iq  the  above 
named  work,  is  certainly  not  the  least  deserving  of  (hat  melan- 
cboly  appellation.  The  king's  evil  frequently  baffles  the  skill  of 
our  most  learned  and  accomplished  practitioners.  Nay,  Ihe  very 
narae,  king's  evil,  gives  sufficient  assurance  of  its  rebellious  nature. 
The  miracle  of  the  royal  touch  would  never  be  resorted  to  for  the 
core  of  a  pleurisy,  or  a  bilious  fever.  Miracles  are  only  expected 
nhere  the  resources  of  art  and  reason  fail. 

Elaborate  atid  painful  treatises  on  the  nature  and  cure  of  scro- 
fula, are  very  common ;  and  still  the  treatment,  in  spile  of  all 
that  has  been  said  and  written  on  it,  continues  to  be  very  empiri- 
cal, vague,  and  unsatisfactory.  Most  of  the  bad  cases,  or  even 
the  slighter  strumous  affections  of  the  constitution,  are  sooner  or 
later  withdrawn  from  the  superintendence  of  the  regular  prac- 
titioner, and  consigned  to  (he  bap  hazard  ministrations  of  the 
quack.  Scrofula,  syphilis,  and  cancer,  are  real  El  Dorados,  where 
those  gentry  find  gulU  and  gold,  without  number  and  without 
end. 

Professor  IIufllasd  has  long  been  the  editor  of  a  journal  of* 
acknowledged  excellence ;  and  il  is  Ihcougli  this  journal  princi- 
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pally,  that  his  name  has  been  made  widely  kDOwn  in  the  repid>lic 
of  letters.  He  is  a  professor  at  the  Medico-Chiriirgical  College 
of  Berlin,  and  Director  of  the  Charity  in  tlult  city.  He  was  bom 
ID  1762,  and  published  this  work  in  1795#  It  is  the  principal 
work  that  he  has  published.  The  motives  and  origin  of  the  pub- 
lication, were  as  follows : 

The  Imperial  Society  of  Naturalists  offered  a  prize  for  the  best 
essay,  whose  object  should  be 

1 .  To  illustrate,  by  new  observations,  the  nature  of  the  scro- 
fulous acrimony. 

2.  To  point  out  the  mos^ertain  diagnostic  signs  by. which  the 
scrofulous  virus  may  be  cwbly  distinguished ;  whether  latent,  or 
developed  in  various  degrees  o£|malignancy,  whether  with,  or 
withont  tumours.  41^' 

*  3.  To  show,  by  accurate  observations,  to  what  Uilds  of  scro^ 
fula,  and  to  what  complications  of  it  with  other  diseOTs^  the  anti- 
8crofulQ|||Jiemedies  hitherto  known,  are  best  qdapted;  and  par- 
ticular^l'^^  show  what  degree  of  efficacy  is  posiiBsed  by  the 
tnuriate  of  baryta  in  scrofula  and  in  scrofulous  diseases. 

In  accoidance  with  the  provisions  of  this  programme^  out  au* 
thor  divfm  his  work  into  three  sections:  of  which  section  I^ 
compHsiog  83  pages,  treats  of  the  nature  or  proximate  cause  of 
the  scrofulous  disease ;  section  11,  in  40  pages,  gives  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  disease ;  and  in  section  111,  we^iiave  an  account  of  the 
treatment,  in  212  pages. 

In  the  introduction.  Dr.  Hufeland  sets  up  a  distinction,  between 
scrofulas,  {scrofuUs^  scrofula^)  and  the  scrofulous 'disease  (maladie 
icrofuUusej  scrofulotis.) 

Scrofulas  are  swellings  of  the  glands,  indicating  only  a  local  aP 
fection  of  the  lymphatic  system;  while  the  scrofulota  disease  con*- 
sists  in  a  general  affection,  diathesis,  or  peculiar  disposition,  of  the 
lymphatic  system,  of  which  scrofulas  are  often  only  a  conse- 
quence or  symptom.  Scrofulas  may  exist  without  the  presence 
of  the  scrofulous  disease,  and  vice  versa.  The  presence  or  ab- 
sence of  the  former,  does  not  either  establish  or  disprove  the 
presence  of  the  latter.  A  distinction  is  also  made  between  true 
,.  and  false  scrofulas.  Observation  has  proved,  that  most  diseases 
affecting  the  lymphatic  system,  are  accompanied  with  similar  en- 
gorgements ;  and  the  author  cites  measles,  variola,  syphilis,  &c.; 
in  which  these  tumours  occur  without  any  scrofulous  taint,  and 
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nre  dilTercitt,  tlicrelbrc,  from  such  us  ure  derived  from  IIir  'icro' 
Tulous  disease.  A  deuleropathic,  or  secondary  alTeclioii  he  ad- 
mils  ainy  ari^e;  nnd  Ihia  nill  be  a  degeaeration  of  a  iifinpathitic 
affecllon  inio  one  posieesing  Uic  easentiul  characters  of  this  fright- 
ful malady. 

After  Ihese  preliminary  observnlions,  he  proceeds  to  eection 
firsi,  contaimog  five  chapters;  of  which  chnpier  I,  conaiats  ol 
general  considerations  on  (he  lymphalic  eystem;.  divided,  by  Dr. 
If.,  into 

1.  Absorbent  vessels  properly  so  called.  These  vessels  are 
in  great  iDullitudes,  very  miDule,  transparent,  uneven,  provided 
nith  valves,  arising  by  innumerable  radicles  from  all  the  surfaces, 
external,  and  internal,  distributed  through  all  the  organs,  like  Ibe 
arterial  vef-sels,  of  which  tkc3/  ore  the  tcrmiuntioni,  and  proceeding 
to  open,  for  the  most  pari,  into  the  ductus  Ihoracicus.  Dr.  M. 
snys,  "  for  the  most  part,  as  many  of  them  communicnte  directly 
H'ilh  the  gnnguiferous  vessels.''  We  may  venture  here  to  declare 
our  surprise  at  Ibe  asseiljon  of  Ibe  author,  that  the  lymphatic 
absorhents  are  |he  lerminalions  of  Ibe  arterial  vessels;  an  asser- 
tion which  can  only  have  been  made  through  mistake,  since  they 
originate  on  all  the  surfaces,  and  termioate  in  the  thoracic  duel, 
or  in  the  blood-vessels,  as  he  distinctly  remarks  in  the  same  sen- 
tence. 

2.  The  thoracic  duct. 

3.  The  lymphatic,  or  conglobate  glands. 

Besides  its  general  material,  or  physical  properties,  the  lym- 
phatic syalem  is  endowed  with  vital  active  powers  different  from 
those  of  mere  matter;  and  hence  the  propriety  of  referring  not 
only  to  its  physical,  but  also  to  its  vital  forces,  such  as  erethism, 
ppnsm.  convulsion,  paralysis,  &c.,  to  which  it,  like  other  systems, 
tnilat  he  obnoxious. 

AbsDr|>1ion  takes  place  from  the  cavity  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
from  the  cutaneous  and  hronchial  surfuces,  from  the  interior  of 
the  cavities,  from  the  cellular  interstices,  and  from  wherever 
there  exists  an  absorbing  apparatus,  in  muscles,  glands,  Slc. 

Dr.  HuFEL*ND  regards  the  office  of  those  absorbents  which  arise 
in  the  glands,  as  the  resorption  of  the  lymph;  in  consequence 
whereof,  it  must  be  again  cningled  with  the  blood  of  the  general 
tircnlalion,  previous  to  any  final  act  of  nutrition.  He  expresses 
the  opinion,  tlial  absorbcnl  vessels  exerl  a  great  vitalizing  in- 
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flaence  on  the  products  of  chylous  absorption;  since  it  is  in  ihose 
vessels  that  chyle  assumes  animal  properties.  If  this  be  so,  it  is 
a  reasonable  inference' that  a  longer  contact  with  appropriate 
vital  surfaces,  and  a  longer  subjection  to  their  animalizing  inQu- 
eoces  is  provided  for  in  the  manner  indicated  by  him. 

While  he  admits  the  absorbent  office  of  this  system,  in  the  col- 
lection and  transportation  of  effete  matters,  to  be  entirely  elimi- 
nated from  the  body,  he  asserts  that  one  great  object  of  it  is  to 
take  a^vay  from  the  secretory  org)ms  the  superfluous  products  of 
their  functions:,  thus,  they  carry  off  from  the  liver  its  superfluous 
bile,  and  deposit  it  on  the  skin,  as  in  jaundice ;  and  he  thinks  Iher^i 
U  probably  such'  a  direct  communication  between  the  absorbing 
vessels  and  our  organs,  that  fluids  may  travel  from  one  to  another 
without  passing  in  the  route  of  the  sanguiferous  vessels.  Hence 
they  may  transfer  poisons  from  one  place,  and  deposit  them  in 
another;  as  happens  with, the  syphilitic  and  other  Infections. 

*  We  cannot  but  dissent  from  this  view  of  the  absorbing  appara- 
tus. The  author  assigns  none  except  pathological  reason^  for 
his  belief  in  this  independent  circulation.  The  valvular  structures 
observable  in  these  tubes  could  never  explain  such  powers  as  he 
attributes  to  them.  A  lymphatic  heart  is  as  necessary  for  such  a 
.  function,  as  the  heart  is  for  the  propulsion  of  the  red  blood  in  its 
proper  tubes.     We  cannot  adopt  such  a  loose  physiology. 

Tbe  influence  of  the  lymphatic  system,  before  alluded  to,  in 
the  perfecting  of  sanguification,  of  which  the  first  step  is  undeni- 
ably taken  in  them,  is  a  most  important  consideration.  It  is  mani- 
fest, says  the  author, 

**  —  that  the  substances  which  travel  in  these  vessels,  and  which  arc 
known-  by  tlic  too  general  denomination  of  lymph,  must  consist  of  chyle, 
of  subtle  substances  extracted  from  the  atmosphere,  and  of  the  detritus  or 
effete  molecules  of  our  organs.  Under  tiiese  circumstances,  the  properties 
of  this  fluid  may  at  one  time  be  diifcixnt  from  those  it  has  at  another. 

'*  All  these  matters  enclosed  in  tbe  lymphatic  vessels,  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  to  enable  us  to  appreciate  tbe  diseases  they  arc  subject 
to,  and  the  cau6es  tliut  produce  them.  Unhappily,  the  majority  of  patho- 
logists have  taken  into  account  only  the  parietesof  these  vessels;  while  the 
fluids  tlicy  hold  are  wholly  neglected,  though  they  often  determine  tbe 
state  of  the  vessels  themselves.  l>urin{;  the  reign  of  Uumomhsm,  the  ini- 
portaikcc  of  lluse  fluids  was  exaggerated,  and  the  sulkls  were  scarcely  men- 
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tiuiiril.     Now,  iiiiiIfi  IIic  rci^n  ii(  the  iluclrinc  uf  Mn^ibility,  llie  contrarjr 
lAkca  place,     Uiit  IrutU  rejects  ctjually  bulti  Itlcsc  kinds  of  eici-ss." 

In  chapter  II,  Ihe  nuthor  proceeds  to  treat  of  ihc  rcmolc 
CDiiscs  or  Ibe  disease  1  und  divides  them  IdIo  three  classes.  It  mny 
be  produced  by  a  chnnge  occurring  either  In  the  lymphatic  sys- 
tem, or  In  the  fluid;)  it  conlnins;  and  the  remote  causes  nre,  all 
eurh  as  diminitib  llie  tone  of  the  solids,  particularly  those  of  these 
tissues  1  suoh  as  exalt  ils  irritability,  or  benumb  its  sensibility; 
and  such  as  occasion  a  bad  chyle  to  be  furnished;  Ihcse'are  bad 
diet,  air,  &c.  k,c.,  (lerangemenl  of  Ihe  digestive  organs,  skin,  nntl 
lungs.  He  jpenfas  of  the  predisposing  or  principal  causes,  under 
sevcrnl  beads:  as  HeredilaTy  laint  or  aptitude;  which  is  irrecusably 
eslabhshud  by  numerous  facts  and  abundant  experience,  nolnllh- 
slanding  the  arguments  that  hsve  been  brought  to  bear  against 
the  possibility  of  such  a  condition;  n  condilion  so  well  known  and 
ncknonledgeil  in  England,  that  one  of  Ihe  most  important  points 
in  the  civoice  of  a  mfe,  is  (u  ascertain  that  she  ia  free  from  the 
scrofulous  taint. 

Sex  and  age— Females  and  children  are  more  liable  than  others 
to  ils  nltacka. 

fVrakneii  ofparmU,  produced  by  Ihe  abuse  of  the  venereal  ap- 
petite.    The  child  of  a  very  aged  father,  brings  info  the  world  n  . 
strong  tendency  to  scrofula. 

Si/pkUu  in  parents — Tlie  influence  nf  aliintntt  of  a  bad  ipialily:  nntl 
under  this  head  is  especially  noticed  the  practice  of  artillclnl 
suckling.  So  many  children  are  destroyed  by  the  cruel  practice 
of  raising  them,  us  it  is  in  general  fahely  called,  by  the  bottle  or 
spoon,  that  we  take  great  pleasure  in  citing  his  retnarks  on  this 
particular  topic. 

"Nothing"  sHya  he,  ■' is  more  prejudicial  to  the  lic»Ith,thiin  miaing  chil- 
dren witliout  the  bre«9t.  I  haTC  almost  always  obscnreil,  th»t  children 
brou^t  up  in  this  way,  are  more  or  leu  disposed  to  tlie  acrofiilous  diseuae. 
Among:  >U  Ihe  fluida  of  the  humtn  body,  none  Is  more  living  than  tlie  milk. 
This  is  proved  by  the  sudden  influence  exercised  by  moral  affccliona  on 
the  mixturt  and  inlimale  combitialion  of  iWconstituent  principles.  In  this 
resp eel,  milt  may  be  compared  lo  the  seminal  fluid.  In  tlieaclof  Eeiie- 
ration,  this  Quid  mint  pass  warm  iVom  one  living  body  to  another,  in 
order  to  transmit  Ihc  yiial  principle  with  whicli  it  ia  endowed;  in  like  man- 
ner, Ihe  milk,  warm  and  full  of  vitality,  is,  by  the  presence  of  its  vital  pri  - 
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t^le,  more  perfectly  adapted  to  the  infant  constkutioni  and  is  both  more 
nutritious,  and  more  digestible." 

'  He  cites  also  the  fresh,  healthy,  and  vigorous  appearance  of  a 
child  nourished  at  its  mbther^s  breast ;  and  the  pale,  flaccid,  and 
languishing  condition  ofthe  nursling  of  the  spoon  and  bottle ;  and 
adverts  to  the  comfortable  digestion  of  milk,  either  socked  direct- 
ly fW>m  the  livh)g  animal,  or  drank  warm  with  life,  liy  the  expiring 
vktim  of  consumption,  while  on  the  other  hand  many  unpleasant 
symptoms  arise  from  its  use,  if  the  same  ailment  be  taken*  cokl. 

Lactation  he  regards  as  a  provision,  by  which  nature  still  keeps 
up,  aAerthe  division  ofthe  umbilical  cord,  and  the  consequent  ces- 
sation of  the  p1ac<<ntal  circpolation,  a  direct*  intercourse  between 
the  ittother  and  child.  We  have  no  remarks  to  offer  on  this  sid- 
gufar  and  poetical  hypothecs,  except  this;  that  an  nnnlogoos  sen- 
timent has  prevailed  in  all  Ages  conteming  the  tninsmission,  from 
one  individual  to  another,  of  a  portion  of  the  vital  principle. 
Hence,  the  beautiful  and  rosy  Abishag  was  put  to  bed  with  David 
the  King,  in  order  tliat  he  might  get  heat;  hence,  the  dying  Bar- 
barossa^s  legs  were  attempted  to  be  warmed  by  a  fomentation  of 
liealthy  young 'infants — and  lastly,  hence  (he  c6mmon  prejudice 
against  permitting  a  child  to  sleep  with  an  aged  and  decrepid 
nurse. 

The  author  deprecates  most  fervently,  but  not  so  fervently  as 
Cobbett,  a  diet  of  Irish  potatoes;  and  remarks  that  scrofula  h  very 
common  in  countries  where  children  are  fed  on  that  root.  Pofy- 
phagyj  or  cramming  of  children,  as  is  commonly  done,  may  give 
rise  to  scrofula,  by  impeding  digestion,  and  producing  an  unwhole- 
some chyle.  He  next  details  the  effects  o^  bad  air;  viz.  such  an  is 
cold,  humid,  and  dark,  as  that  of  England ;  also,  a  variable  atmo- 
sphere, and  lastly  one  highly  carbomztd  and  charged  with  animal 
vapours^  as  in  cities  and  manufactories.  All  these  conditions  favour 
the  development  ofthe  scrofulous  diathesis ;  by  tlieir  influence  on 
the  functions  of  the  skin,  by  want  of  cleanliness  connected  there- 
with, resulting  in  weakness,  and  linally,  by  the  absorption  of  dele- 
terious principles. 

All  those  things  that  diminish  the  strength  of  llie  dii^eslirc  or- 
gann;  such  as  the  ]»remature  and  inconsiderate  use  of  tea  and 
coftee,  the  abuse  of  medicines,  an<l  certain  diseases.  Ho.  dwells 
^t  some  length  on  the  abu-'c  uf  opium  nnd  other  nurctirs  in  <  hild- 
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lioorl;  ill  llicmsclvps  evils,  Iml  |i!irliriilarly  ilwell  on  in  view  ol  Uie 
■lifiiciillieiUiey  threw  in  the  wny^f  proper  crises,  in  ihose  iiflVc- 
linns  where  (hey  nre  employeil.  We  cmmol  here  *liow  at  lenplli 
bnw  opium  inlcrferM  wilh  the  formftlion  of  a  crisi*.  Dr.  11, 
imerls,  thnt  n  crisis  deponds  on  llie  reactioD  of  the  Bystein  ngninsl 
the  morUGc  caase.  Opium,  nnd  Ihe  nnrcolics  nhkli  diminish  the 
*ilal  powers,  muslnecessvirily,  when  abused,  prcvenl  the  reaction 
Irom  nrising  to  lis  just  und  requit-ile  helsttil,  ami  conserpienlly  the 
diten»e  degenerates,  by  assuming  n  chronic  and  rebellious  cb.irac- 
(er.  Wnnt  of  exercise,  filtliiness,  aliiise  of  henl  l>y  warm  clothing 
Hnd  fealherbeds,  precocious  exertions  of  ihe  inletlectual  facullies; 
each  ill  torn  receivea  a  porlion  ofnur  author^B  nllenlion.  To  ihe 
nbove,  if  we  iidil  n  too  Piirly  employment  of  the  aesiinl  cnpacilie^, 
depressing  pasfioos  of  lUe  mind,  nnd  Ihe  abuse  of  cold,  we  shall 
Imve  liulilieil  the  enumeration  of  llie  remote  causes  of  the  scro- 
fulous JiseiHc;  the  whole  of  which  extends  from  page  15  to  41  bf 
the  volume. 

At  page  41  commence!"  tlie  enumeration,  or  a  sort  of  catat-igut 
ral>ont\p,  of  the  oeeaiiorutl  or  exciting  causes;  of  tvhich  Ihe  HrsI  is 
defelopmenl  of  Ihe  bnJy  or  growtk.  This  process  is  under  the 
knmediate  direction  of  Ihe  lymphatic  sysicnn ;  as  our  aullior  very 
fully  explained  in  the  preceding  part  of  the  work.  When  the 
growth,  as  in  some  instances,  is  exceedingly  rapid,  ihe  lymphatic 
apparalui  becomes  ihe  »eat  of  a  considerable  irritation,  frequently 
winced  in  young  persons  by  the  lyoiphatic  tamonrs,  or  "  growing 
k«rnels;"  which  disappear  withoul  treatment  or  had  consequences 
of  any  kind.  This  kind  of  effect  occurs  nl  the  periods  of  denli- 
lion  and  puberty ;  and  may  exercise  a  considerable  induence  on 
the  Btriimnne  diitlhcsin,  which,  al  tbose  epochs,  frequently  unfolds 
Ihe  symptoms  of  scrofula,  rachitism,  and  phthisis. 

Seatoiii. — The  sprmg  \f  more  favourable  to  the  development 
r-f  IIh!  scrofulous  diseases  Hian  any  other;  in  consequence  of  llie 
sort  of  universal  pxcilement  (hat  lakes  place  at  that  season  in  Ihe 
organic  fitoctinns  which,  operating  iii  a  Blrumous  coiiiililulion, 
eonctrrs  very  much  to  the  realii^aUon  of  its  peculiar  lendencies. 

Mechanical  causes,  and  diseases  of  irritation  are  also  cited. 
The  imperlL'ct  crisis,  so  commonly  observed  in  the  cxantbcmaia, 
sucli  ni  small  pox,ecHrlatinn,&c,  leave  behind  a  considerable  irn- 
Ijlion  of  llie   niuti  unfavourable   naliu'C  to  tlioie  sid'jrcls.     Uid 
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treatment  in  lh»  above  catet— a*  careleM  or  i^oraot  mode  of 
caring  them,  may  oftenbe  justly  blamed  as  the  cause  of  those  in* 
complete  cares  and  unfortunate  metastases,  which  terminate  in  the 
terriMe  sufferings  of  the  yictims  6f  sorofdions  disease. 

In  the  3d  chapter  begins  the  consideration  of  the  proximfiie 
cause ;  or,  as  it  is  more  commonly  expressed-io  our  days,  the  patho* 
logical  nature  of  the  affection. 

''fl  appears  to  me,  that  thi»  esase  consists  in  a  proftiund  atony  of  the 
lymphatic  systeni»  accompanied  with  a  specific  imtation  of  those  tiisue%> 
and.a  peculiar  alteration  in  the  lymph  ittelf." 

He  regards  therefore,  the  primitire  seat  of  scrbfala  as  6xed  in 
the  solids;  which  alone  can- be  the  sabject  of  heredltaliony  or  of 
the  impressions  of  Irritating  and  debilitating  caoses.  irritation  and 
debility  form,  according  to  Hupelaitd,  the  double  ortwo^fold  charac- 
ter of  the  disease :  neither,  alone,  would  be'snfficient,^  since,  if  it 
were  otherwise,  syphilis  and  scrofuk  would  be  one  and  the  aame 
thing.  He  Infers  the  exietence  of  the  debility  from  many  clfcnm* 
stances;  especially  the  disposition  it  has  to  attack  the  wealierage 
and  sex,  as  children  and  femUl^s;  the  essentially  debilitaUHgr 
nature  of  its  causes;  and  the  fact  that  tonics  only  are  capable  of 
utterly  eradicating  the  strumous  habit:  while  irritation,  on  thV  other 
hand,  \&  inferred,  from  the  readiness  with  which  scrofula  is  brought 
out  by  slight  irri(atii>n8  of  the  lymphatic  apparatus  ;  and  from  the 
circumstance  .that  antiphlogistics,  which  are  capable  of  removingp- 
most  of  the  ^ymptomsof  scrofula,  are  yet  incapable  of  rooting  out 
its  germ  from  the  constitution. 

Ouf  readers  will  excuse  us  for  offering  a  remark  on  this  mode 
of  reasoning  of  the  philosophic  author ;  a  remark  not  inconsistent 
with  the  highest  feelings  of  respect  in  us,  while  we  differ  very 
widely  from  the  doctrine  he  lays  down.  Scrofula,  says  he,  is  a 
disease  of  irritation,  and  its  symptoms  may  be  removed  by  anti* 
phlogistic^ ;  but  it  is  also  a  disease  of  debility,  and  its  germ,  that  is 
the  tendency  to  it,  can  only  be  removed  by  tonics.  Irritation,  in 
our  view,  constitutes  a  part  of  inflammation;  it  both  leads  to  it  \a 
the  first  instance,  and  sustains  it  when  formed ;  and,  if  our  nntiphlo* 
gistics  remove  inflammation,  they  only  do  so  by  attacking  the 
irritative  affection.  Now,  we  conceive,  that  having  removed  the 
cause  of  the  symptoms,  or,  as  we  should  say,  the  pathological 
cause,  wc  haveiiio  occasion,  in  a  vast  number  of  c<isc!i,  to  resort  to 
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ttiB  use  of  Ionics;  wc  meaa  Ihe  uae  of  Iodic  medicines,  in  llietn- 
seUea,  not  unfrequenlly,  Ihe  cnuseaof  irrilalive  phenomena,  which 
their  pressing  exhibition  canont^  aggravate,  not  remove.  They 
are  perhaps  Ihe  most  abused  class  of  all  (he  materin  medica.  Let 
us  get  rid  of  the  irrilalion,  and  vie  see,  as  a  general  ru)e,  no  need 
for  Ihe  exhibition  of  Ionics ;  but  vie  prefer  to  aid  the  recuperative 
tendencies  of  Ihe  conslitulion  by  the  safer  and  far  more  natural 
regulation  of  Ihem  by  means  of  diet,  air,  and  eiercUe.  The  noii- 
natwralt,  as  Ibey  are  called,  in  a  large  majority  of  instances,  are 
the  real  and  only  Iriistworthy  tonics.  In  the  hands  of  Dr.  Hi>fe- 
laNr,  vie  should  not,  perhaps,  dread  Ihe  use  of  this  ctaiis;  but,  for 
the  generality  of  medical  practitioners,  Ihcy  are  less  safe  than  the 
narcotics,  or  even  the  much  abused  class  of  cathartics.  We  are 
willing,  nevertheless,  to  adopt  our  author''s  opinion,  in  regard  to 
(he  existence  of  a  minus  stale  of  what  may  be  called  strength  or 
»tamina,  to  which  is  superadded,  irritation :  which  could  nol  fail  to 
result  in  the  manifestation  of  phenomena,  very  different  from 
those  we  would  expect  to  find  from  irritalion,  supervening  on 
either  a  just,  or  on  a  superlative  amount  of  stamina. 
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Artiglb  XV.—Tki  MMcai  Wwk$  ^Edward  Mnm,  ML  D.,  late 
Professor  of  the  Preottce  of  Physic  in  the  Uiii?enltj  of  N^w 
York,  and  Resident  PIqrtician  for  the  City  of  New  Yoric  CM* 
lected  and  accompanied  with  a  Bu^prafhkal  SkHdk  oftk§  AAer. 
By  Samvkl  Miluer,  D.  D^  kc  New  York,  1814,  8?o.  p.  S9fl 


The  professional  writings  of  Dr.  Miller  were  pronouneedby 
Professor  Rosb,  to  constitote  *<  a  Talnable  adAHon  to  the  medlcil 
science  of  our  country.'*  They,  imdoobtedly,  contain  mech  di- 
ginal  matter;  and,  throoghont,  bear  evident  of  being  the  prodte- 
tions  of  a  sound  and  capacious  mind,  habltoated  to  a  close  and  phi- 
losophical investigation  of  the  caoset  and  nature  of  disease.  Their 
author,  It  is  well  known,  was  one  of  those  distii^^hed  members 
of  the  profession,  who,  to  a  serious  conviction  of  the  dignity  and 
importance  .of  our  science,  added  an  ardent  desire,  and  all  tine 
necessary  qnalifications,  to  aid  effectually  in  its  ad?ancement  to 
truth  and  certainty;  and  we  cannot  but  regret  that  disreg^ard  fer 
native  talent,  which  has  permitted  his  writings,  in  the  short 
space  of  sixteen  years,  to  fell  into  almost  total  oblivion.  Being 
seldom  read,  and  scarcely  ever  referred  to  as  authority,  we  should 
not  be  surprised  if  some  of  our  readers  have  remained,  until  the 
present  moment,  entirely  ignorant  of  their  existence. 

In  place  of  the  cold  neglect  the  works  of  Dr.  Miller  have  ex* 
perienced,  bad  they  received  a  degree  of  attention  adequate  to 
their  merits,  and  had  the  important  views  which  their  author  has 
endeavoured  to  establish,  been  more  carefully  examined,  aqd 
cautiously  tested  by  those  facts  which  experience  has  accumulat 
ed ;  in  all  probability,  the  medical  profession  of  this  country  would, 
long  since,  have  secured  to  itself  the  honour  of  many  of  those 


b 


imporlnnl  improvements  in  liie  principles  of  our  science,  hjhiii 
wliich  Ihe  celebrily  of  Bkuuamib,  Etnd  of  the  French  School  of 
fhysiologicnl  medicine,  chiefly  depends. 

It  will,  perhaps,  be  matter  of  «arprise  to  many,  to  learn,  (hiit 
early  in  Ibe  present  century,  the  siippoaition  of  fever  ever  exist- 
ing without "  soroe  primary  local affeetion,^' wnsstrongly  contested 
by  an  Americnn  professor  ;  and  that,  from  Ihe  practical  chRir  of 
an  American  University,  as  well  as  through  the  meilium  of  a  pro- 
fcssional  journal  of  esteneire  circalalion,  ivai  taught  tb«  doctrine, 
that  most,  if  not  all,  of  whnl  have  been  termed  idiopathic  fever*, 
consist,  primarily,  in  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membi-.inc  «>f 
the  stomach  and  duodenum ;  and  this,  many  ye«rs  before  even  [he 
name  of  Biioi;ss*i3  had  been  heard  on  this  side  of  the  Atlaniic. 
Thot  such,  however,  is  the  fact,  will  be  fa  11/ est  nb  I  is  bed  by  n  re- 
ference to  1he  work  before  us,  and  to  the  pages  of  the  Neir-York 
Medical  Repository. 

It  is  from  the  iniluence  of  these  circumstances,  no  doubt,  thnt 
the  medical  public  in  this  country  were  so  generally  prepared  to 
acknowledge  the  stomach  to  be  the  organ  principally  implicat- 
ed in  many  fevers;  and  that  the  "new  doctrine,"'  ns  it  lias  been 
termed,  was  received  by  numbers  among  us,  rather  in  the  light 
of  en  acquaintance,  than  as  a  perfect  stranger,  with  whom  it 
required  time  to  becoma  familiarized.  Hence,  also,  ar^  we  to 
explain  the  fact,  of  its  having  so  rapidly  obtained  for  ilsell',  in 
our  neighbourhood,  a  host  of  warm  admirers  and  aMe  defenderp. 

Dr.  EnwAiio  Miller  was  born  at  Dover,  in  the  stale  of  Deb- 
ware,  on  the  0th  of  May,  1760.  His  education  was  commenced 
under  the  eye  of  his  father;  who,  we  are  informed,  was  an  excel- 
lent citigsicnl  scholar;  and  was  linished  at  a  seminary,  which  then 
enjoyed  high  reputation,  in  the  village  of  Newark  in  his  native 
state. 

"  He  liad,"  observes  bis  biographer,  "  from  veiy  eu'ly  life,  a  peculiar 
lokte  for  ihe  study  of  the  clussics.  And,  being  so  huppy  as  to  fall  Into  llic 
haniU  of  able  teachers  in  this  branch  oDinowled^,  teachers  who  hail  llieni- 
selvEB  received  inslructioi!  from  the  best  European  sources,  his  acquiiv- 
■nents  In  Grecian  und  KDmnti  literature  were  much  marc  extensive,  nnd  mwi: 
accurate,  than  were,  al  that  period,  usually  maile  in  this  counlry." 

On  the  completion  of  his  academic  cD»n«,  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine,  as  a  pu|iil  of  Dr.  CriAnucs  liJiiiiELv,  au  eminent 
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prtctitiooer  at  Dover.  Yootig  Muxbr  wst  sooo,  however,  con- 
▼ioced  that  it  was  not  from  books  alone,  bal  chiefly  at  the  bed-side 
of  the  sick,  that  the  knowledge  was  to  be  obtained,  upon  which  his 
reputation  and  usefulness  as  a  physician  would  ultimately  depend. 
It  was  this  conviction  that  induced  him,  when  be  bad  been  but 
little  more  than  two  years  in  the  office  of  his  preceptor,  to  ablio- 
don  it  for  the  situation  of  surgeon  Vmate,  in  the  United  States  Mi- 
litary Hospitals;  that  here,  by  an  immediate  superintendence  of 
the  sick,  he  might  more  completely  prepare  himself  for  the  im- 
portant duties  of  his  profession.  As  a  surgeonVmate,  he  served 
rather  more  than  one  year,  which  was  spent  chiefly  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Baskingridge,  New  Jersey.  Towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  year  1781,  he  was  induced,  by  the  solicitation  of  his  friends,  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  surgeon  on  board  an  armed  vessel, 
bound  to  France.  In  this  voyage,  and  in  that  country,  he  speni 
near  twelve  months. 

Dr.  Miller  carefully  improved  the  opportunity  which  this  visit 
to  Europe  afforded  him ;  not  only  to  acquire  the  French  language, 
which  he  ever  afterwards  read  and  spoke  with  ease ;  but,  also, 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with,  and  to  collect,  some  of  the  best 
books,  and  especially  some  ofthe  best  medical  books,  in  that  Ian* 
guage.  He  returned  to  his  native  country  in  1782;  and  during  the 
winters  of  each  of  the  two  following  years,  attended  the  lectures 
of  Siiippeh,  Morgan,  Kuhn,  and  the  other  medical  professors  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  1783,  the  treaty  of  peace  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain  terminated  the  conneiion  of  Dr.  Miller  with  the  army 
and  navy ;  and  in  the  ensuing  year,  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  at  the  village  of  Frederica,  in  the  state  of  Dela- 
ware. In  a  few  weeks,  however,  he  removed  from  thence  to 
Somerset  county,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland;  and  in  1786, 
upon  the  death  of  his  preceptor,  he  left  the  latter  place,  and  set- 
tled in  Dover,  where  he  soon  obtained  a  highly  respectable  prac- 
tice. 

During  Dr.  Milleu^s  residence  at  the  latter  place,  he  was  in 
the  habit,  we  are  informed,  of  visiting  Philadelphia,  at  least  once 
every  year.  To  this  annual  visit  he  was  induced,  not  only  that  he 
might  enjoy  the  society  of  his  relatives,  who  resided  in  this  city, 
but  also  ^^  th:it  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  personal  ant) 
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iinre9«rvR<l  iii<ercoiirsc  with  «r>me  of  the  most  illustrious  physicians 
then  TesiJcnt  iu  the  Ualled  Sintea;  thiit  be  might  collect  ull  the 
new  medical  iinti  olhcr  vulunble  publications  from  abroml,  wliich 
flowed  into  IhU  literary  eroporiuot;  ani)  (hat  the  various  articles 
(if  medical  news,  which  his  correspondenls  had  Aiiled  of  IraDsmil- 
ting  lo  him,  might  not  wholly  escnpe  him." 

In  1789,  he  rcceifcd  from  the  Univereily  of  Pennsylvauia  the 
degree  <;f  Doctor  in  Medicine. 

In  1793,  (be  controversy  respectiug  (he  origin  of  that  pestilence, 
Ihe  visitation  of  which  had  remlciad  Pliilndelphia  literally  •■•  the 
city  of  the  deaJ,"  called  forth  from  Dr.  Mh.lek  a  letter,  addressed 
to  ProfeMor  Rlsii,  unit  published  in  most  of  the  American  news- 
papers. In  (his  leller,  U]Jon  a  calm  and  dbpassionate  comparison 
of  Ihe  testimony  in  rec^urd  to  this  all  important  question,  he  was 
led  to  the  conclusion,  (hat  the  disease  was  of  domestic  origin;  a 
conclusion,  in  (he  correclness  of  which  he  was  confirmed,  by  euch 
kubseqiicnt  occurrence  of  the  yellow  fever. 

Two  years  from  (his  period,  the  oielrojiolis  of  New  Yoik  was 
vi-Jted  hy  this  same  malignant  epidemic,  and  among  its  victims 
were  numbered  many  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  that 
city.  The  vacancy  in  the  profession  thus  occasioned,  presenting  a 
fiiir  opportunity  for  the  successful  exertion  of  the  (alenls  of  Dr. 
MiixER,  he  wiis  aflcctionately  solicited  by  his  bro(her  to  remove 
lo  (hat  place;  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the  fall  of  n9t>.  His 
abiliiiea  were  here  immediately  recognised :  and  obtained  lor  him 
a  highly  lucrative  pruclice,  in  a  space  of  time  much  shorter  than 
he  could  possibly  have  iinticipaied. 

Soon  after  Dr.  Millek's  removal  to  Hew  York,  the  project  of 
a  periodical  journal,  consecrated  lo  medicine,  and  thoae  several 
departments  of  knowledge  connected  with  it,  was  conceived  by 
Dr.  Elihu  H.  Smith.  This  plan  being  communicated  to  Dr.  .Mii.- 
LRli,  and  subsequcnily  to  Dr.  SjImukl  L.  Mitchell,  (hey  bolh 
agreed  to  co-operate  with  the  former  in  carryliig:  it  inio  enecu- 
lion.  Accordingly  a  circular  niblress  was  laid  before  (be  medical 
public  of  the  Lhiitod  Stales;  and  was  received  with  so  much  ap- 
probation and  encouragemcat,  (hat,  in  Augufl,  1707,  Ihe  first  num- 
ber of  the  *'  Medical  IlepOHIory"'  made  its  appi'arimre. 

In  regard  to  this  journal,  to  the  piiget^f  which  Dr.  MiLLtit  was 
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a  conMnt  dnd  able  coDtribcitorf  we  find  the  folloHring  interesting  , 
renouirks  by  his  biogrnpher. 

*<  From  thiA  work,  as  a  parent  stock,  have  sprunif  a  number  of  works  of 
a  similar  kind,  in  Europe  and  America.  It  is  not  recollected,  by  tiie  writer 
of  these  sheets,  that  any  periodical  publication,  devoted  to  medicine  and 
medical  philosoph}*,  that  couhl  be  said  to  be  of  the  same  nature  with  the 
Medical  Repository,  had  ever  before  appeared.  The  Medical  Commenta- 
riet  of  Professor  Dung  ax,  of  Edinburgh,  were,  in  many  respects,  very  dif- 
ferent. The  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  of  London^  was  commenced 
•con  after  the  appearance  of  the  Medical  Repository;  with  the  avowal  of  its 
editor,  that  he  took  tlie  liint  from  New  York.  Other  editors,  in  J^ndon, 
Paris,  Edinburgh,  and  Bremen,  in  a  short  time,  started  similar  journaU; 
while  rival  and  learned  publishers  in  New  York,  Philadelpiiia,  Baltimore, 
and  Boston,  have  been  excited  to  exertions  of  the  most  respectable  kind, 
from  which  there  is  no  doubt  that  highly  valuable  results  hare  accrued.'* 

In  1803^  Df.  MiLLRR  received   the  appointment  of  resident  H 

physician  for  the  port  of  New  York.  The  duties  -of  this  officer 
were,  ^^  to  watch  <ind  give  notice  of  the  progress  of  malignant 
epidemics,  and  promptly  to  adopt  such  measures  as  exigencies  may 
require.^^  In  tlie  several  [lestilential  seasons  whicli  succeeded 
tlM*9  appointnoent,  Dr.  Miixek,  ive  are  nssared,  ^iultilled  the  du*  ^ 
ties  of  his  office  with  skill,  intrepidity,  and  univers:il  acceptiiDce. 
His  diligence,  his  firmness,  his  discernment,  his  prudence,  bis 
mildness,  and  urbanity  of  address,  and  his  unwearied  perseverance! 
were  all  qualifications  which  fitted  him  pre-eminently  for  a  place, 
in  which  public  safety,  as  well  as  public  feelings  and  prejudices, 
wore  to  he  so  constantly  consulted  and  managed.'^  This  important 
station  he  continued  to  hold,  until  towards  the  close  of  the  year 
1810;  when  from  some  political  motives  he  was  superseded.  In 
the  course  of  the  following  year,  he  was,  however,  re-appointed; 
and  continued  to  hold  the  utlice  until  his  death. 

In  1G07,  he  was  calkd  to  fill  a  more  elevated  station,  the  du- 
ties of  which  were  at  once  in  the  highest  degree  important  and 
interesting.  A  charter  having  been  obtained  for  associating  the 
physicians  of  New  York  into  a  college,  *^  for  the  promotion  of 
professional  education  upon  a  regular  and  enlarged  plan,'^  the 
ohjoctfl  of  this  association  were  immediately  carried  into  effect; 
professoiiihips  were  instituted  in  the  various  branches  of  medi* 
cut  science,  and,  in  the  election  of  professors  to  fill  the  various 
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chnii'H,  llint  ofUie  {irncitce  of  physic  was  contiiled  lo  Dr.  Mir-Lrr. 
Up.  entered  upon  ihc  duties  of  his  appointiDCDl  in  tlie  month  of 
NoTcmber  following, 

"  Me  by  no  means  regarded  thii  prorrssonhip  as  ■  mere  title  of  honour. 
Strict  fidebty  tn  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  wis  one  nf  the  first  articles  ill 
his  moral  and  professional  creed.  He  therefore  began  immediaWf  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  that  course  of  public  instruction  which  his  ofSce  bounded; 
■nil  it  proved  wch  ss  hil  talents,  his  learning,  and  his  zeal  bad  taught  bis 
friends  to  expect.  '  tlis  lectures,'  says  one  who  ii  a  competent  Judge, 
*  were  highly  commended  by  his  hearers,  as  combining  much  instructive 
matter  with  *n  umiaually  aKTceshle  manner.'  And  anotlier,  no  less  compe- 
tent, proiiouncetl  them  to  have  been  '  probably  among  the  best  specimens 
of  public  medical  instruction  ever  c»hibitcd  in  our  country." 

In  (he  year  ISUH,  Dr.  Mir.LKK  wna  also  appololed  one  of  (he 
fihysiciuns  of  the  New  York  bospitul,  and  sood  afterwards  clioicnl 
leclurerto  that  inslltulion. 

From  various  pnrls  of  the  United  Slates,  he  received  numeroin 
and  flnlleritig  leslimomes  of  respect.  He  ivas  elected,  in  ]  S05,  a 
member  of  (he  "  Americnn  Philosophical  Society,"  at  Philadelphia. 
Ult  tinme  was  nUo  enrolleil  as  nn  honorHry  or  corresponding  mem- 
ber of  Ihe  principal  mediiLiil  socielles  Ihroughout  the  union.  While 
the  numerous  letters  which  were  addressed  to  him  from  all  quar- 
ters, comtnunicaling  medical  intelligence,  or  soliciting  professionii! 
advice,  furnished  decisive  evidence  of  the  large  share  of  public 
confidence  which  he  enjoyed,  sind  of  his  growing  reputation. 

"  Thus  occupied  in  public  and  private  business,  accumulated  to 
such  au  amount  as  scarcely  (o  leave  him  an  hour  of  repose,  either 
by  day  or  by  nighl,  he  was  arre!(ed  by  (hat  iron  grasp  of  difease, 
from  which  he  had  so  often  been  (he  means  of  disengaging  others; 
and,  (o  (he  grief  of  all  who  knew  him,  sunk  under  its  power."  On 
the  22nd  of  February,  1812,  he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  room,  in 
consequence  of  a  severe  atlnck  of  pulmonary  disease:  aflcr  two 
weeksof  snfferiug,  his  complaint  appeared  gradually  to  abate,  and 
the  most  HaKering  hopes  of  his  recovery  began  (o  be  cherished  ; 
but  at  the  moment  when  every  idea  of  danger  had  been  dismissed, 
he  suddenly  relapsed ;  and  died,  on  the  1 7tb  of  March,  1 8 1 S,  in  the 
lifly-second  year  nf  bis  age. 

With  respect  to  the  character  of  Dr.  MatEii,  we  can  only  spare 
sufficient  space  te  add,  in  addition  to  the  hints  contained  in  the 
foregoing  sketch,  thai  in  him  were  joined,  lo  a  slVong  and  highly 
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coltiTated  mind,  perfect  soaDdneBs  andjparrtj  of  heart ;  he  beiog 
equally  noted  for  his  moral  worth,  as  for  his  literary  and  sciedtific 
acquirements.     Two  circumstances  are  related  of  him  desetring 
of  universal  imitation :  we  allu*}e  to  the  purity  of  his  conyersatioD,      -^ 
its  entire  freedom  from  lasciviousness,  and  every  expression  evea  ^ 

borderIfltf"upon  indelicate ;  and  his  strict  sobriety.  ^  He  seldom 
drank  any  thing  stronger  than  water ;  and  he  discouraged,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  both  by  precept  and  ex* 
ample." 

The  volume  of  his  Works,  the  title  of  which  is  placed  at  the 
head  of  this  article,  consists  of  a  variety  of  essays  on  different 
topics  connected  with  the  science  of  medicine.  The  majority  of 
these  essays  appeared  originally  in  the  ^^  Medical  Repository  $"  of 
which  journal,  as  we  have  seen.  Dr.  Miller  was  one  of  the 
editors.  Subsequently  to  his  death,  they  were  collected  into 
a  volume  and  published  by  his  brother ;  at  the  earnest  desire  of 
Dr.  Rush,  between  whom  and  their  author,  there  had  existed 
^  the  most  intimate  and  endearing  friendship."* 

The  6rst  article,  with  the  exception  of  the  biographical  sketchy 
is  an  inaugural  di^ertation,  ^^  De  Physconia  iSjp/entca,"  which  was 
submiHed  to  the  medical  faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylva-  ^ 
niaj  in  1789;  Dr.  Miller  being  then,  as  we  have  already  stated-, 
a  candidate  for  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  statutes  of  our  Univer- 
sity, at  that  period,  required  that  all  inaugural  dissertations  should 
be  written  in  Latin ;  and  though  we  cannot  extend  to  that  of  our 
author,  the  praise  of  a  purely  classical  style,  yet  When  we  are 
informed  that  he  wrote  it  ^^  originally  in  Lafm,  and  wholly  with- 
out assistance,"  it  certainly  affords  an  honourable  specimen  of  his 
familiarity  with  that  language.  As  a  medical  production,  this 
dissertation  calls  for  no  particular  notice.  The  disease  of  which 
it  treats,  is  defined  as  follows : 

••Fcbriumantermittentium  pleramque  sequela;  tumor  in  regione  bypo- 


*  The  high  esteem  in  which  our  author  was  held  by  Dr.  Rush,  will  be 
perceived  ^m  tlie  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the  former, 
to  the  brother  of  Dr.  Miller,  a  few  days  after  hia  decease. 

"  Judge  of  my  affection  for  him,  and  the  value  I  placed  upon  his  integri- 
ty and  friendship,  when  I  add,  that,  four  or  five  years  ago,  in  a  private  in- 
terview, in  my  own  house,  I  committed  my  lectures  and  manuscripts  to  him; 
to  be  revised  by  htm,  and  published  or  dtslroyed,  as  he  saw  proper,  after 
my  death." 


niilrn  exortui;  piul»tim  crcscens;  dunis;  ircp 
x  fluctuans;  quindoquc  longe  et  late  ditFiuusj  e 


As  tve  perceive  by  Ihis  definilioi,  the  author  considers  the  en- 
largement nod  iaJuration  oflhe  spleeo  to  be  nlmost  Invariably  the 
consequence  orinlermiltent  fevers.  Its  proximate  caiise  he  siiji- 
[loaet  (oconsist  in  a  sanguineous  congestion,  and  languid  circulation 
of  the  spleen.  His  mode  ol'  treatment  is  that  with  which  every 
physician  is  i^miliar. 

The  neit  article  Is  an  essay  entitled  "  Cursory  Obstrvntiima  nil 
thai  form  of  PettUtnce  called  Yellow  Fever."  The  design  ol'ivhicb 
was, 

— "  to  combine  i  numberof  ftcts  teUting  toltieopeWtion  oF poisons  on 
the  tinimal  syitcnij  to  compare  tlicm  witb  the  aclioii  or  febrile  miasmala; 
•nd  to  draw  such  conclusions  concerning  tbc  nature,  prevention,  and  treat- 
ment of  peslilentisl  diseases,  as  may  appear  legitimately  lo  result  from  ttic 
compuison." 

In  this  essay,  we  hnve  the  first  announcement  of  Dr.  M[ij,er'i 
opinions  in  regard  lo  the  nnlure  of  fever — ibal  it  >]epends  upon 
some  primary  locnl  {iffectionjjn  which  Ibe  other  orgEins  of  the 
system  participate,  to  ii  greater  or  less  extent,  by  a  sympathetic 
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"  After  »ll  our  researches  into  Ibe  nature  offever,"  he  reraarits,"  it  seemi 
primarily  to  consist  in  the  atimulntioit,  by  poiaon,  miasmata,  or  otiierivise, 
ofa  particutar  part  of  the  system,  and  in  the  propapition  of  morbid  afTec. 
tion  aflevwanls,  from  tbe  viscus,  or  part  oriffinally  invaded,  to  llie  hcait 
•nd  artcrii-s,  and  olher^parls  of  tlie  bcwly.  If  this  be  just,  according  lo  tlie 
tiieoryofacclebrattil  writer,  (Dihwih,)  fever  is  merely  tupicfd  at  lirst,  and 
subaequently  a  disease  of  association.  Tlie  morbid  cause,  how  varied  so- 
ever, whether  contagion  or  miasmala;  whether  Bltemation  of  temperature, 
or  DlbcT  noxious  power  operating  in  a  similar  way,  appears  always  to  act 
upon  the  ume  principle:  it  slimululeg,  directly  or  indirectty,  a  particular 
portion  of  tbe  system,  in  a  less  or  greater  degree;  sonietimcs  to  the  extent 
of  common  inflammation,  someii me s  to  inflammation  mi  generis,  then  to 
more  violent  inflammation,  verging  rapidly  lo  gangrene,  and  lastly  to  llie 
«ltent  of  paralysis. '  The  part  thusvujiiiusly  nlfccted,  Ibrongb  Ibe  me^lium 
of  sym  pathetic  association,  propagates  dieexae  to  ntlter  palls  of  the  tjsletii, 
and  espectaily  to  the  heart  and  arteries.  I'liis  association  may  be  more  or 
leas  comprehensive,  and  thereby  render  the  fever  mnn;  simple  or  com. 
pound.  And  upon  certain  peculiarities  of  itnicliire,  or  tbe  greater  or  less 
importance  of  the  part  primarily  altatkcd,  and  upon  tlie  more  or  less  com- 
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pound  nature  of  the  diieise,  resiilting  firom  the  extent  of  ttMociatiotf,  will 
probably  depend  the  diameter  of  the  ferer,  as  to  mildneM  or  malignaacy.*' 
**  Examples  of  this,"  continues  our  author,  **  may  be  found  in  cases  of 
pneumonia  snd  yellow  fever.  In  the  fbrmer,  a  local  inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  the  effect  of  exposure  to  alternation  of  temperatere,  excites  febrile 
action  throughout  the  sanguiferous  system:  in  the  latter,  miasmata,  received, 
as  there  is  eommonly  reason  to  conclude,  into  the  stomach,  first  attack  that 
important  org»n,  and  soon  afterwards,  draw  into  morbid  sympathy,  various 
parts,  as  the  head,  limbs;  back,  &c.  then  the  heart  and  arteries,  and  succes- 
sively, many  otiier  parts  of  the  bodyt^  Hence  it  appears,  that  fever  is  ori- 
ginally local;  and  though,  in  its  progress,  it  may  be  extended  over  the 
whole  body,  we  are  still  to  regard  it  chiefly  as  symptomatic  of  the  stimulus 
applied  to  a  particular  part.  If  a  sword  penetrate  the  abdomen,  and  trans- 
fix the  stomach,  the  range  of  sympathy  possessed  by  this  viscus  will  draw 
OB  a  train  of  severe  consequences,  suoh  as  pain,  inflammation,  fbver  con- 
vubions,  gangrene,  &c.  In  this  case,  the  convulsions  and  the  fever,  are 
equally  symptomatic  of  the  wound;  and,  by  attending  principally  to  these, 
and  overlooking  the  organic  injury,  we  should  act  as  is  common  in  pesti- 
lential diseases;  where  the  force  and  rapidity  of  the  action  of  ihp  blood- 
vessels are  deemed  of  more  importance  than  the  local  poison  which  inflamesb 
corrodes,  or  paralyses  a  vital  organ.'' 

By  a  variety  of  facts  and  argaments,  Dr.  Miller  next  endea- 
vours to  show,  that  the  general  and  local  symptoms  are  the  same 
in  cases  of  poisoning  from  the  introduction  of  acrid  snbatances  into 
the  stomach,  as  in  epidemic  and  pestilential  fevers.  AAer  enn- 
merating  the  phenomena  produced  by  the  former,  he  remarks: 

**  The  inost  transient  considenition  of  the  symptoms  just  recited,  cannot 
fail  to  impress  the  reader  with  tlie  striking  analogy,  between  the  operation 
of  poisons,  and  the  miasmata  and  contagions  which  produce  epidemic  and 
pestilential  diseases.  Scarcely  a  single  symptom  belonging  to  nudignant 
dittcmpen  can  be  mentioned,  which  does  not  also  appear  as  a  conse* 
quence  of  the  reception  of  poison;  and  particularly,  the  most  deadly  symp- 
toms observed  in  the  one  form  of  disease  are  also  found  to  be  common  to 
the  other." 

The  source  of  the  analogy  which  our  author  has  thus  attempt* 
ed  to  estahhsh,  between  the  action  of  mineral  and  vegetable  poi« 
fou^  introduced  in  the  stomach,  and  of  the  miasmata  of  pestilence, 
has  its  origin  in  the  similarity  in  the  morbid  condition  of  the  lat- 
ter organ  Induced  by  each. 

"  All  these  noxious  powers,  however  various  in  constitution  and  origin, 
concur  in  possessing  a  stimulant  operation,  so  violent  as  to  cause  inflamma- 
tion, paralysis,  or  decomposition  in  this  vital  part.*' 


I 
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ThU  similarity  or  the  operalioD  of  poisons  nod  tniaamat.i,  i»,  in 
his  opinion,  alroD^ly  confirmed  by  the  "  evidence  of  diasections." 

"  By  these  it  ippeim,  that,  in  yellow  fever,  the  itoin»ch  »nd  duoJenum 
gencrmlly  sustain  the  first  nnd  most  violent  impression  of  the  miasniBtai  that 
they  suffer,  by  meuns  of  this  stimulus,  inflammation,  paratjais,  orcorrosiorii 
wid  that  they  eihihit  a  destruction  of  the  villous  coat,  and  an  accumulalioii 
of  black  matter,  exactlj  reaembling  those  which  Hrise  from  the  minei'sl 
poiions." 

The  term  >' pnralysis  oflhe  slomnch,'"  which  90  repeatedly  oc- 
curs in  Ihe  preceding  extracts,  is  one  of  those  iostnncesof  the  iise 
of  words  without  any  precise  or  delinite  meanrng,  with  which 
medical  writers,  of  otherwise  distinguished  abihlies,  nre  loo  fre- 
queotty  to  be  accused  :  a  practice  which  cannot  be  loo  severely 
censured  ;  having  tended,  as  much  perhaps  as  aoy  other  cause,  to 
retard  the  improvement  of  our  science.  So  far  as  we  can  dis- 
cover (he  meaning  of  Dr.  Miller,  he  applies  the  lerm  "  paraly- 
sis of  the  stomach"  to  those  inslaoces  of  rapid  deulh  from  violent 
irritation  of  that  organ,  in  which,  upon  dissection,  it  presents  no 
morbid  alteration  whatever ;  as  in  the  case  he  refers  to,  recorded 
by  MoftcAGKi,  {Seats  and  Causes  of  Disease,  vol.  iii.  p.  374,)  where, 
a  dose  of  arsenic  proving  fatal,  nointlammation,  erosion,  or  other 
morbid  appearance  was  discoverable  in  the  stomach,  although  (he 
arsenic  was  found  in  contact  with  its  mucous  membrane,  and  dis- 
tinguished by  ihe  usual  tests. 

From  the  chain  of  reasoning  referred  to  above,  Dr.  M.  was  in- 
duced lo  beUeve  that  the  miasmata,  upon  which  the  yellow  and 
other  malignant  fevers  depend  for  (heir  production,  becoming 

"  —  mixed  with  the  saliva  over  which  the  air  in  respiration  wafts  them, 
descends  with  it  into  the  stomach. " 

"  The  burning  heat  in  the  stomach,  as  well  as  the  nausea  and  vomitinff, 
Bl  the  attack  of  yellow  fever;  the  strong  traces  of  inflammation  in  that  or- 
gan, when  laid  open  to  viewj  the  injuries  of  the  villous  membranci  the 
blaclc  matter  overspreading  its  surfacei  and  the  extension  of  these  morbid 
appearances  to  some  distance  in  the  duodetiumi  all  seem  to  denote  the  pre- 
sence and  immediate  a piilication  of  n'ruj  to  tbe  coats  of  the  stomach." 

Of  the  untenable  nature  of  the  ground  be  occupied,  in  maintain- 
ing that  tbe  miasmata  productive  of  fever,  were  invariably  re- 
ceived into  the  slomach,  and  acted  immediately  upon  its  mucous 
coat,  our  aalhor  was,  however,  very  soon  convinced;  and  with 
Ihal  candour  so  cliaraclcriBtic  of  an  enlightened  mind,  he  lost  no 
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t?m(;  in  publicly  acknowledging  and  correcting  his  error;  accord- 
ingly, in  a  paper  published  a  short  time  subsequent  to  the  one  we 
have  just  noticed,.he  remarks ; 

*'  The  mistake  in  my  paper  concerning  yellow.fever,  conaated  in  adopts, 
ing  the  opinion,  that  the  gastric  affection  in  that  disease  ought  to  be  attrir 
buted  to  the  primary  and  immediate  action  of  the  febrile  poison,  swallowed 
with  the  saliva,  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum.  Thi^ 
was  undoubtedly  a  hasty  and  inconeojL  mw  of  the  subject." 

The  gastric  pathology  of  feV^  was  not,  however,  abandoned  { 
the  stomach  he  still  maintained  to  be  the  part  in  which  th^  mor- 
bid action  commenced,  and  from  whence  it  was  commoniCiited  to 
other  organs ;  and  this  in  cpnsequence,  as  he  expresses  it,  of  its[ 
possessing,  in  ap  extraordinary  degree,*the  property  of  fixing  dis- 
ease, in  itself,  with  the  effect  of  diffusing  it  afterwards  to  oilier 
parts  of  the  system. 

**.  In  a  state  of  health,  the  functions  of  the  stomach,  as  the  principal 
organ  of  assimilation,  will  give  it  a  high  raqk  among  the  parts  of  the  sys- 
tem which  support  life.  But  it  Is  in  diseases  that  its  principal  powers  and 
relations  are  unfolded  to  view.  In  fevers  it  is,  probably,  in  most  instanceSf 
the  part  first  affected,  as  it  commonly  affords  the  first  notices  of  the  ap< 
proaching  mischief.  From  its  susceptibility  of  morbid  action  by  noxious 
powers  applied  immediately  to  its  surface,  or  to  distant  parts  of  the  body 
with  which  it  maintains  sympathetic  connexion,  it  becomes  nol  only  the 
introducer  of  such  action  to  the  vital  organs,  but  a  centre  of  association, 
and  an  index  of  the  most  interesting  circumstances  concerning  the  acces- 
sion, progress,  remission,  crisis  and  cure  of  diseases." 

"No  part  of  the  system  possesses  so  wide  a  range  of  sympathy  as  the 
stomach.  The  phenomena  of  diseases  demonstrate  every  day  Its  connexion 
with  the  heart  and  arteries,  tlie  brain,  the  lungs,  the  skin,  tlie  kidneys,  the 
uterus,  &c.  The  due  understanding  and  recollection  of  these  sympathies  is 
not  only  of  great  importance  in  detecting  the  seats,  causes,  and  nature  of 
diseases,  but  quite  as  much  so  in  directing  the  means  of  cure." 

"In  consequence  of  this  centrallty  of  association  and  sympathy,  the 
stomach  is  subjected  to  peculiar  degrees  of  Injury  and  derangement  by 
diseases.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed,  tliat  no  part  of  the  body  is  so  liable  to 
disorgfanization  in  malignant  fevers  as  the  alimentary  canal,  and  especially 
the  stomach  and  duodenum.  Morbid  dissections  so  generally  afford  pro(»f 
of  this,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  detain  the  reader  by  a  recital  of  parti- 
culars." 

**  Such  considerations  as  these,  in  addition  to  a  great  many  others,  seem 
fully  to  support  the  doctrine,  tliat  fever  is  principally  a  disease  of  associa- 
tion;  and  to  prove  that  the  sympathetic  theory  of  it  is  better  adapted  than 
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iny  hithrrtn  Itnnivii,  M  r» plain  the  various  pli^nomena,  Bni!  tn  point  nul  Ilit 
innsl  ippropriate  ancl  tfficacioua  mo'leB  of  trc»(inent.  !i  affords  strong 
confirmaTion  of  this  doctrine,  that  the  itotnich,  the  moat  wsoeikble  part  of 
the  lyslem,  is  the  first  and  principal  suiEererfrom  the  ncxiDu>e*uiei  which 
produce  fevers^  and  that  afterwards,  in  sueceuion,  the  organs  possessing; 
the  closes!  sympathetic  relation  to  the  stomach,  such  as  the  heart  and  arte- 
ries, the  bmin,  the  lungs,  llie  skin,  &c.,  are  precisely,  in  the  order  of  (heir 
sympathy,  the  moat  eiposed  to  be  involved  in  this  morbid  connesion." 

"The  doctrine  of  fever,  therefore,"  remarks  out  anlhni-,  "which  ap- 
pears to  be  most  consistent  with  the  phenomena,  aa  far  as  they  liave  hitherto 
been  observed,  is  iMs: — Certain  noxtouti  powers,  called  miatmata,  conta- 
gions, and  poisons,  find  admiltance  into  the  system  ihrougbithe  mouth  and 
lioae,  br  the  pores  of  the  skin,  or  Ihey  are  inserted  by  the  bite  ofa  rabid  or 
venomous  animal.  Whether  miasmata  and  contagions,  entering  by  Ihr 
mouth,  exert  their  action  chiefly  on  the  lung^  or  slomaeh,  cannot  jel  be 
certainly  decided.  It  is  not  Improbahlr  Ihit  difTc rentes  in  Ihc  ensiling  di«- 
e»se  may  often  arise  from  the  vnrious  degree?!  ofsusceptilrility  in  the  sevenl 
organs  which  give  reception  to  ihe  noxious  matter.  But  whatever  be  the 
mode  or  place  of  enlnince,  the  noxious  mailer,  aft^r  a  longer  or  ahotter 
time,  excites  the  system  to  a  Hate  of  action  which  is  morbid  both  in  kind 
Uld  degree-  The  stomach,  the  mast  moveable  and  associable  of  all  Ihe 
organs  of  the  animal  hoily,  i)  llie  first  to  experience  this  excitement  in 
itself;  the  most  adapted,  from  its  extraordinary  powers  of  sympathy,  to  ex- 
tend It  to  other  viscera;  and  the  most  liable  to  sustain  the  burden  of  the 
^seise,  and  to  undergo  the  most  fatal  disorganization.  To  the  heart  Bnd 
•tteriei,  to  Ihe  brain  and  lungs,  to  the  skin,  and  oocaaionally  to  many  other 
important  parts  of  the  system,  is  this  morbid  excitement  communicated  by 
means  of  the  associative  influence  ofthe  stomach.  Hence  all  the  variety 
of  congestion,  inflammation,  effusion,  engorgement,  gangrene,  and  other 
modes  of  derangement,  which  death  exhibits  in  the  stomach,  intectines, 
brain,  lungs,  and  other  viscera  of  such  as  die  of  mahgnant  fcven." 

Those  phenomena  to  which  in  popular  language  the  term  fe- 
ver is.  applied,  are,  by  Dr.  Miller,  rel'erred  to  an  "'  irritalion  ot' 
Uie  Banguiferoijs  system.^' 

Ill  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  fevers  produce  death,  he  haa 
Ihe  following  reniarkt. 

"Without  undertaking  lo  inquire  into  all  the  modes  in  which  a  fatal  ler- 
minatiun  of  them  may  be  apprehended,  there  are  two  which  probably  will 
notbe  controverted; — 1st,  organic  derangement  of  aome  viscus  essential 
to  hfe — or,  Sndly,  general  exhaustion  of  vital  power,  or  the  principle  of  ex- 
citability. The  formeris  commonly  effected  by  the  violent  impetus  ofthe 
blood's  circulation,  ilelermined  to  particular  viscera;  ami  aceompllsbing  th« 
fatal  erenl  by  the  instriiment;iril>'  of  congestion,  engorgement,  effusion. 


IISDICAL  DOCTRIKKS  Or  DR.   EDWARD  MILLKR.  13^ 

Ibb.«  Mnd  the  MfiSi,  by  that  eicest  of  stimulation  which  U  the  mm  of  aU  the 
4niq94^nMU  nctioiu  remUing  from  the  disease." 

*  We^UMij  be  ceoftored,  f^erhaps,  cm  RccouDt  of  the  tmutual 
1el%tli  to  fvhicb  we  havei  extended  oor  qaotatHiM  from  the  pages 
beror6  OS.  This,  hoWever,  could  no.t  well  be  avoided; as  we  were 
desirous  to  present  a  very  full  exposition  of  the  opinions  of  our 
author  in  relation  to  the  pathology  of  fever ;  iand  for  very  obvious 
»«asonB|  were  induced,  in  so  doi^g,  ta  employ,  invariably,  his  own 
Janguage. 

The  identity  of  the  foregoing  opinions  with  those  maiDtained  bj 
Dr.  Broi/ssais,  and  his  adherents,  nHistbe  evideotto  every  reader 
who  is  familiar  with  the  latter.  Even  in  the  few  particulars  in 
which  the  views  of  t)r.  Miller  may  appear  to  differ  from  those  of 
ihe  French  professor,  it  will  be  found,  upon  a  more  close  examina- 
|i«o,  that  the  differtmce  is  merely*  that  of  phraseology,— the  same 
lerais  'Uoi  having  been  made  choice  of  by  both  to  express  sioilu* 
Ideas.  It  is irue,  that  the  latter  has  given  a  more  full  development 
16  those  principles  which  the  former  has  but  Alightly  Indicated; 
and  haA  founded  upon  them  a  system  of  practice,  of  a  highly  In- 
genious, though  somewhat  novel  character. 

We.  would  not  wish  that  any  .of  the  preceding  remarks. shonU 
be  cpnstnied  into  an  attempt  on  our  part  to  detract  from  the  me- 
•rits  of  Dr.  BaotmsAis,  or  as  calling  in  question  his  claims  to  ori- 
ginaftty^  in  regard  to  the  doctrines  he  has  promulgated.  Tiie 
discovery  of  the  same  facts,  ind  even  the  establishing  upon  them 
of  similar  theoretical  views,  by  different  individuals,  without  the 
assistance,  or  even  knowledge  of  each  other^s  labours,  is  a  cir- 
cumstance by  no  means  of  unfrequent  occurrence.  But  it  is  to 
him  in  particular,  who,  by  bis  zeal  and  industry,  has  beeh  enabled 
to  follow  up  his  discoveries,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  by 
them  a  radical  change  in  the  principles  of  any  science,  that  the 
chief  honour  is  to  be  awarded. 

We  are  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  say,  thtt  Dr.  Broos- 
SA1S  hHs  had  an  opportunity  of  l>eGoming  well  acquainted  with  the 
writings  of  Miller,  and  that  he  is  accustomed  to  refer  to  them  in 
his  lectures,  in  terms;  of  the  highest  commendation:  while,  If  we 
are  not  misinformed,  he  cheerfully  concedes  to  the  American  pro* 
/essor,  the  full  credit  of  having  anticipated  some  of  the  most  io^ 
portant  poiola  in  the  ^*  new  doctrine.'^ 
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It  nil)  lie  fTi'»|<cr  hcri'  tn  remark,  that  the  iilej  or  levere  bt- ing 
hieral;  symiitoHwIic  of  a  local  disease,  we  are  lat  from  cliiimin^ 
ni  ofigfnal  »vilh  our  aiitlior ;  on  Uifl  Contrary,  we  are  persunileil 
that,  witii  a  verj  Ultle  iniiualry,  we  would  be  enabled  to  name  the 
works  ol'  numerous  physiciani,  in  which  ihh  doctrine  wa«  hinted 
at,  or  esplicilly  laught,  ronny  yeara  before  the  njipearance  of  any 
of  Dr.  Miller's  writings. 

Dr.  CuBniF-,  in  hia  "  General  view  of  the  principal  ijoctrines^ 
Sic,"  refera  to  IIehHt  SchETA,  who,  early  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, "revlting  the  opinion  of  Diodes,  derives  all  fevers  iVom  an 
Inflammation  of  the  viscera."*  In  nC9,  Francis  Riollav,  M.  D-, 
of  London,  published  bia  '^  Critical  [otrodur.lion  to  the  Study  of 
Fevers,"t  in  which  he  thus  states  lus  idea  of  these  diseases. 

"  M>ny  msons  inclirie  mc  to  believe,  that  fever  is  no  dlieasB  in  itself; 
tint  in  all  caies,  it  is  symptomatic  of  some  KtTeclioi),  ftnd  tliU  it  never  is  pn- 
mary  or  essential.  Where  tlie  disturbance  of  functions  points  out  the  se^ 
Of  the  disorikr,  the  feter  is  utianimoualy  called  symptomatic;  but  if  the 
part  affiled  ii  not  nbvious  to  the  senses,  it  is  tecltoncd  eEscntialj  whereas, 
it  is  more  natural  to  tlunk,  that  as,  in  many  cases,  fever  is  »  cymplom  of  a 
^MTlicubr  affection,  it  also  is  a  symptom  wlien  the  affection  appcsn  gcue- 
ral.  FeVer  seems  to  he  nature's  common  signal  of  distress;  wliicb,  on  most 
bccB^oni,  she  displays  for  relief,  though  very  variously.  Sometimes,  unnc- 
Cessaiily  alanrtcd,  stie  expresses  her  fears  in  too  forcible  accents^  somc- 
tlmes,  though  dangerously  situated,  her  voice  is  with  difHeulty  heard,  as  if 
lintble  to  raise  it,  or  insensible  of  tier  danger.  In  some  cases  slie  points  out 
the  scat  and  cnusc  of  her  trouble;  in  others,  so  many  organs  are  attacked  at 
once,  that  she  thinks  it  useless  to  mention  any  parliculorly." 

Whed  we  consider  the  frequency  wilh  which  the  doctrine  of 
Ihe  purely  symptomatic  nature  of  all  fevers  occurs  in  medical 
writinga,  we  can  only  eitplain  the  reason  why  it  has  not  before 
now  attracted  more  general  notice,  by  the  fact,  that  pathological 
anatomy  had  been  but  little  attended  to,  aa  a  means  of  determin- 
ing the  Bcals  and  niiture  of  diseaaea. 

But  to  return  to  the  Toluine  under  review.    The  followiog 


*  The  work  of  ScreU  was  published  in  irifi;  and  Is  entitled  «  De  Febrfc 
tastrenst  naligoa.  seu  moUium  corporis  humani  pallium  intlanimatioiie 
Idicla." 

Uioclee,  tvliose  doctrine  Scoeti  is  presumed  to  have  revived,  flourished 
itbout  the  year  380  before  Christ.  ' 

f  Being  the  suhtlince  ofdiscounes  Kid  italic  CoUc^C  of  rhynciiintftK' 
th«  GuUlonian  Lectuns. 
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))Bnif^ph  will  show  tow  hat  ettent  Dr.  te.  wu  ioGliDed  to  cartry  the 

Gastric  pathology,  in  accoaDting  for  the.  phenomena  of  febrile 

diseases.    Having  spoken  of  the  manner  in  which  the  stomach 

maj  be  either  primarily  or  secondarily  affected  by  ^^  febrile *poi« 

sonSf^'  and  shown  that  the  conseqaences  A*  both  are  the  same ;  he 

adds, 

**  Dr.  Darwiit,  whose  theory  of  fever  will  remun  an  everissting  momf- 
ment  of  Mb  penetntion  and  the  comprehenthrenesi  of  bis  viewi»  twites  on 
that  diitinction  to  explain  the  difference  between  the  mild  and  confluent 
snudl-pox.  Thus  he  supposes,  thait«  in  thfe  distinet  small-poz,  th^  stomach  is 
affected  seco||darily9  by  sympathy  with  tlie  infected  tonsilj,  or  inocuhted 
arm;  but  that,  in  the  confluent  smjJl-pox,  the  stomach  is  affected  primarily^ 
as  wen  as  the  tonsils,  by  contagious  knatter  mixed  with  the  taKya  andswal- 
lowed.  With  all  posabTe  deference  for  such  authority,  It  seems  to  be'diM« 
eult  to  admit  this  doctrinei  widiout  many  exceptions.  There  mhIm  no 
doubt  that  the  inoculated 'small^os  sometimes  proves  to  be  oonflueaft^ 
where  no  suspicion  can  exist  of  cootagioos  matter  being  admitted  into  the 
atomaohy  and  primarily  or  immediately  affecting  that  oigan.  Would  not 
0r.  Dabwiv  have  been  nearer  the  truth,  if  be  had  contended,  that  the  ibree 
of  morbid  action,  which  b  sympatheticaUy  conveyed  from  the  inoculated 
part  to  the  stomach,  an9  thence  extended,  by  association,  tO:  other  parts  of 
the  system^  may,  according  to  constitutional  and  other  dreumstances,  be 
sufHeiently  diversified  to  produce  all  the  varieties  of  die  flistkict  and  fioa* 
fluent  disease."  .         .- 

By  the  ^^  leading  agency  of  the  stomach  In  the  establishment 
and  extension  of  the  morbid  actions,  called  febrile,^'  onr  aaihoV 
would  explain  the  circumstance  of  terr()r,  and  o^her  powerinl 
emotloDS  of  the  mind,  frequently  bringing  on  diseases  suddenly,  and 
imparting  to  them  a  degree  of  malignancy. 

**J^o  part  of  the  body  exhibits  more  intimate  connexion  with  the  mind 
than  Uie  stomach.  No  other  part  has  its  functions  so  immediately  affected 
by  mental  emotions;  as  is  often  observed  in  the  sudden  loss  of  appetite  and 
suspension  of  digestion  by  the  amval  of  joyful  or  afflicting  intelligence. 
The  consequences  of  this  close  connexion  are  often  pernicious  in  the  sea^ 
son^of  mortal  epidemics.  Every  individual,  at  such  times,  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  more  or  less  under  the  influence  of  the  reigning  noxious  pow- 
ers. Terror  is  apt  to  start  up  and  assail  the  mind  from  trifling,  as  well  as 
substantial  causes  of  apprehension.  The  stomach  being,  as  has  been  seen, 
the  chief  recipient  and  propagator  of  morbid  action,  and  this  morbid  action 
being  most  likely  to  intrude  and  fix  itself,  wheii  that  viscus,  from  any  caiisc, 
is  deprived  of  its  accustomed  tone;  it  clearly  results  that  terror  may  ope- 
rate, in  seasons  of  malignant  epidemics,  as  a  powcHul  and 
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exciting  ciiiie.  Ei[>enGiice  and  obserrMJon  confirm  tlie  ojiiiiion  siiggMied 
tjJ>?Moui:ig."  Arewp»ge»»ftecw«rdsheibu»conliiiuestheiulyect.  "Hi* 
prgjjsbk  thm  a  mortal  cpiflemic,  by  filling:  tli^  minds  of  vhe  weak  with 
frightful  impreiiiona,  espec«Hj' when  these  impressions  are  heiphirned 
by  «n  KcciJental  contact  of  the  sicli,  is  rendered  much  mare  destructive  to 
llie  cmnmunity  throug'h  the  «snci»(iv^ operation  orrctr;wliich  thna,  anJer 
the  mati  of  amlagian,  exerts  o  tatitl  inRuence  on  the  system,  through  tlit 
■ncdiain  of  ihc  Homftch." 

"  The  noxioiuncH  of  terror,"  he  adds,  "  teems  to  admit  of  illuslration, 
from  the  «()ecU  of  intemperance  in  debilitating  the  stomach,  and  there- 
by inviting  the  attack  of  febrile  action.  The  obstrvatiun  is  familiar  it 
every  perso(),  that  the  invasion  of  malignant  diseases  is  more  frequent  and 
violent  after  a  fit  of  drunkenness.  That  the  stomach  is,  in  this  case,  Ihcfirst 
>nd  princ>|ial  suHerer,  wilt  not  be  denied.  But  the  condition  of  this  orgin 
is  not  rendered  much  more  unfit  for  the  performance  of  its  functions  by  ■ 
debauch,  than  by  the  overwhelming  operation  of  terror." 

From  Ihe  last  quotations,  it  will  be  perceired  th:il  our  author 
applies  tlie  Tague  term  "■debility,"  fo  tliat  condition  of  a  purl 
which  preJisposes  it  to  disease.  This  mode  of  enpression, almost 
ttnircrsiil  with  the  physiciaos  of  Ihe  period  in  which  he  wiole, 
and  cxliemely  common  with  those  of  the  tMe.senI  i]»y,  is  one,  the 
employment  of  which  appe:irs  to  us  lo  he  but  tittle  calculated  to 
enhance  our  knoivledge  ofpallioiogy.  Thui<,  can  uuy  one  positive- 
ly say  what  is  meant,  in  the  quotations  just  referred  to,  by  "  de- 
bilily  of  the  stomach,"  aa  a  predisposing. cause  of  lever?  The 
auUiQr  cerlaiuly  does  not  mean  us  to  undei-sland  by  II,  a  deticien- 
cy  of  vitality  in  iLut  organ,  inviting  lo  it  "  the  attack  of  febrile 
axAioD  ;*'  as  thi3  ivoiild  be  in  direct  contradiction  to  all  his  previous 
reasoning;  for  it  i=  undoubledly  from  the  eminently  vital  charac- 
ter of  ihe  stomach,  that  he  supposes  it  to  become  "Ihe  chief  re- 
cipient and  propagator  of  tuorbid  action."  Keilhcr  can  he  mean, 
by  "  debility  of  the  stomach,"  u  decreased  action  of  its  capillaricii; 
lor  no  one  can  suppose  that  such  a  conditioa  would  render  llieoi 
more  proue  lo  lake  on  lliat  "  violent  morbid  action,"  terminating 
in  "  fatal  disorganiKalton,"  which  he  has  shown  to  be  their  condi- 
tion in  all  malignant  fevers,  tf,  however,  heslmply  mean,  as  his 
language  wonld  indeed  lend  us  lo  suppose,  by  "  debilily  of  the 
sidniach,"  n  failure  In  its  digestive  power,  this  is  only  saying,  in 
other  words,  that  Ihe  oi^n  Is  not  in  its  ordinary  healthy  cundi- 
lion.  lenving  IIS  flill  Id  enigutre  in  what  tills  devialion  from  health 
cou'riiis.     The  fact  Is,  the  ciptTs&ion,  when   ii^ed  in  Ihe  loose 
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nrnmer  it  is  by  our  author,  and  by  too  many  of  our  contempoiK* 
ries,  has  absolutely  no  precise  meaning^;  though  one  unferhmately 
is  often  attached  to  it,  that  has  led  to  a  highly  penddous  fJi^ 
tice — the  administration  of  tonics  and  stimulants. 

"l^rom  the  work  before  us,  we  learn  that  Dr.  Miller  was  per* 
fectiy  aware  of  a  circumstance,  not  always  kept  in  mind.in  medU 
cal  reasoning,  but  which,  nevertheless,  is  one  of  great  importance 
m  a  pathological  p<nnt  ei  view ;  we  allude  to  the  iaet,  that  inflam* 
mation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  may  eidst,  in  the 
most  violent  degree,  without  giving  rise  to  any  of  these  symp- 
toms, by  which  it  is  ordinarily  indicated.  In  his  ^^  cursoiy  obser- 
vations,'^  he  remarks ; 

^  It  may  be  objected  to  the  opinidn  of  the  operation  of  m!asaists»  in  proi» 
ducing  inJUmmation,  panlyns,  or  corrotton  in  the  primie  viae,  tliat  aymp- 
toias  chsfBcterixing  these  aflfeotioQS  do  not  always  appear  in  yeUov  fever, 
and  that  tometimes  they  do  not  appear  at  all,  in  cases  where  the  greatest 
orgamc  destruction  of  the  stomach  had  taken  place.  But  it  may  be  replied^ 
that  nothing  is  more  probable  tlian  fallacy  on  this  subject.  Inflammation^ 
in  the  moat  fatal  degree,  may  exist  in  the  stomach  without  fever,  pain»  oc 
vonnting;  and  paralysis  may  be  produced  in  that  organ,  in  a  moment  eC 
time,  without  being  perceived." 

That  Irritation  Is  never  general,  or  in  dther  words,  that  it  Gi 
always  confined  to  particular  portions  of  the  system,  while,  as  a 
consequence,  other  portions  are  invariably  affected  with  a  corre- 
sponding degree  of  debility,  Is  an  important  fact,  much  -insisted 
upon  by  Brovssais,  and  the  cultivators  of  physiological  medicine: 
a  similar  statement,  though  expressed  in  somewhat  different  terms, 
is  made  by  our  author. 

*<  It  is  by  excessively  concentrating  excitement  in  certain  organs,  and  by 
robbing  others  of  their  due  share,  that  these  noxious  powers  induce  disease! 
By  pursuing  an  analogous  course,  and  soliciting  excitement  back  again 
from  the  diseased  parts,  in  order  to  fix  it  in  others  less  essential  to  life;  the 
physieian  (differing  chiefly  from  the  morbid  cause,  in  the  parts  'to  which 
he  applies  the  stimulating  agent)  imitates  the  procedure  of  those  noxious 
principles  which  are  most  inimical  to  life." 

This  doctrine,  however,  Is  not  peculiar  to  either  the  Ameri- 
can or  French  professor :  It  is  one  which  was  well  understood  in 
the  school  of  Rush  ;  and  hence  the  expressions,  ^^  to  equalize 
excitement;''  *^ destruction  of  the  balance  of  excitement;''  and 
similar  language,  so  familiar' to  the  American  physician.    The 
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pro  posit  ion,  nlicn  properly  understood,  ta  certainly  one  ileserTing 
of  close  nltenlion;  a  Cull  recognition  of  it  being,  indeeil,  essential 
to  our  succeu  in  the  treatment  of  a  great  rariety  of  diseiises. 

In  regiirci  to  the  remedies  best  ndapteU  to  the  cure  of  fever, 
the  work  under  review  affords  us  but  tTery  brief  outline  of  the 
aatbor's  opinions ;  and  that  chiefly  in  refereace  to  yellow  fever. 

Emetics,  though  he  admits  they  may  be  proper  in  the  incipient 
itage  of  fever,  appear  not  to  have  been  a  favourite  remedy  with 
him,  after  the  disease  is  fully  established. 

**It  will  bcRppurcnt  to  every  body,  that  the  morbid  action  in  the  stomach, 
wliether  priiBMily  or  Bympatheticallj"  excited,  wliile  yet  only  lieglnning, 
mu9tbe  comparatively  unaettled  and  undclermincd  in  ita  aperatiun ;  and  thut 
this  offers  the  golden  opportunity,  perhaps  never  lo  return,  of  creating  a 
different  and  more  healtJiy  action  by  means  of  emetics,  «nd  thereby  of 
rescuing  the  patient  from  tfie  danger  which  awaits  him.  And,  at  the  same 
time,  it  will  be  equally  apparent,  that  if  emetics  be  exhibited  oRcr  certaiii 
degrees  of  morbid  excitement  shall  have  been  actually  formed  and  confirm- 
ed in  the  stomach,  tliat  they  will  not  only  be  entirety  incompetent  to  dis< 
lodge  the  disease,  but  will  »id  and  hasten  that  diaorgAnizing  process  which 
renders  the  system  incapable  of  hfe." 

Id  a  subsequent  essay  we  have  the  following  sentence. 

"  Much  has  been  said  by  practical  writers,  on  the  efficacy  of  emeilci. 
exhibited  at  the  approach  of  malignant  feversj  and  tliere  ia  reasun  lo  ai- 
■ent,  in  general,  to  Ibe  truth  of  tlieae  assertions.  But  we  believe,  lliat  ab- 
stinence may  of^en  be  advantageously  substituted  for  emetics,  or  other 
•vacnanU,  in  such  cases." 

Of  the  propcielj  of  purgatives,  he  has  no  doubts;  hut,  in  com- 
mon with  Ibe  great  majority  of  the  profession  in  this  country,  lie 
cousiders  them,  when  properly  chosen,  well  timed,  and  otherwise 
judiciously  employed,  lo  be  one  of  oar  most  potverful  and  effect- 
unl  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  fevers. 

That  sudoriSca  cannot  be  usefully  employed,  as  a  general  re- 
medy in  fevers,  is,  he  conceives,  apparent,  "  from  the  fatal  course 
pursued  by  many  of  these  diseases,  notwithstanding  the  moat  co- 
pious,universal,  and  continued  sweats  spontaneously  take  place.^' 
Aller  a  general  view  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  this 
class  of  remedies,  he  observes  as  follows: 

"It  may  be  concluded,  that  sudorilic  remedies,  especially  tliDse  ofamope 

rful  Iciiid,  are,  in  general,  highly  unsafe,  and  calculal<-d  to  augment 

of  inflanimalory  and  maligiisnl  feversi  and  thai,  ullhoiigli  lliry 
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n»y  succeed,  in  some  cases  of  less  violence,  or  by  a  favounble  concurrence 
of  circumstances,  yet  they  are  so  constantly  liable  to  praduce  mischief,  and 
exasperate  the  disease,  that  the  abuse,  on  the  ivhole,  must  be  pronounced 
greatly  to  exceed  the  use." 

**  After  this  attempt  to  rc|rtt^t  the  use  of  sudorific  remedies  to  such  nar- 
row limits,  it  may  not  be  imfpecyier  to  recall  the  reader's  attention  to  a  sub- 
stitute, better  adapted  to  the  nature,  circumstances,  and  varieties  of  fevers. 
7*his  substitute  is  water,  of  various  temperature,  taken  into  the  stomach,  in- 
jected into  the  bowels,  and  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  body." 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  our  author  had  previously  stated, 
that,  iQ  opposing  the  commoo  practice  respectiag  sadorifics,  he  it 
to  be  understood  as  having  reference  to 

<*  —  that  kind  of  sweating  which  is  excited  by  forcible  means,  by  the  appli- 
catioa  of  external,  or  the  confinement  of  bodily  heat,  or  by  the  internal  %at 
of  substances  d'urectly  stimulant.  When  excited  by  emetics,  in  nauseating 
or  full  dotea,  or  by  any  other  means  which  directly  diminish  action  in  the 
system*  k  m  understood  to  be  an  effect  of  a  different  kind,  and  not  liable  to 
the  objections  now  offered  to  the  pmctice  of  forcing  sweats." 

The  following  extracts  from  his  ^'Remarks  on  the  effects  of 
abstinence  at  the  approach  of  acute  diseases,^'  contain  argomeDts, 
which  are  now  daily  made  use  of  by  those  who  have  derived 
their  therapeutical  views  from  a  different  source. 

*'  All  alimentary  matter,  especially  of  the  animal  kind,  taken  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  an  acute  disease,  is  fraught  with  mischievous  consequences. 
The  powers  of  digestion  are  either  impaired  or  totally  suspended*  No  ee- 
similation  nor  nourishment  can  take  place.  The  stimulus  of  the  food,  im- 
mediately on  its  arrival  into  the  stomach,  will  be  added  to  the  morbid 
stimuli  previously  operating  with  pernicious  violence.  Tottering  under 
its  present  load,  tlie  system  is  forced  to  sustain  new  burdens.  But  this  is 
not  the  only  bad  effect  of  receiving  food  under  such  circumstances.  The 
alimentary  matter,  unsubdued  and  unassimilated  by  the  powers  of  digestion, 
placed  in  a  situation  where  it  must  undergo  a  rapid  and  noxious  decompo- 
sition, will  form  a  mass  of  corruption  and  acrimony,  generating  and  diffusing 
its  poison  throughout  the  whole  tract  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Can  we 
wonder,  after  this,  to  hear  complunts  of  flatulency,  oppression  and  anxiety 
about  the  przcordia,  pains  in  the  bowels,  diarrfaoes^  &c.,  in  the  course  of  the 


A  few  pages  forward,  he  had  remarked  that, 

"  The  French  and  Spaniards,  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  other  warm  cli- 
mates, avoiding  the  use  of  ardent  liquors,  and  retaini|ig  their  usual  habits  of 
thin  and  spare  diet,  are  observed  remarkably  to  escape  the  dangers  inci- 
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dentil)  to  vi-U  iituatiuits.  wUile  lUe  Britith,  cirrying  wltit  Iliem,  whcrcvrr 
they  g-D,  not  onljr  Iheir  pleihoric  nnd  vigoroua  bsbiu,  but  likewige  Iheir 
national  predilection  for  a  gfoa  and  itimulanl  pl&n  of  MriDg,  tufftr  all  the 

havoc  of  Ihow  baneful  counlriM," 

The  pernicious  effects  of  indulgence  in  food,  ami  the  great  im- 
parlance of  loTnl  iib!>riDence,  od  the  nccession  of  an  inflammatory 
disease,  our  author  presumes,  will  be  denied  by  few  ;  find  he  fans 
sltempted  to  show,  Ihnl  the  sxrae  will  hold  equally  true  in  all 
those  fevers,  the  offspring  of  miasmata  and  contagions.  As  these 
CKUSes  produce  their  deleterious  elTects  by  nn  irritiition,  either 
directly  or  indirectly  affecting  the  mucous  coat  of  the  stomach, 
it  must,  he  conceJi-es,  be  CTidcnl,  thai,  by  indulging  repletion  under 
sDch  circumstDQces,  "'by  henping  alimentary  upon  mnrMd  slimu- 
las,"  DO  other  efTccI  cbd  be  produced  Ih.-in  an  incrcnsed  violence 
of  the  discnsc.  He  concludes  his  remarks  upon  abstinence  with 
the  following'  sentence  : 

"If  it  were  possible  to  ofTer to  mankind  a  miiim  of  uniycrsal  ip^Hcalion 
to  dw  treatment  of  Liieipient  fevers,  in  all  ihcir  »uri»lions  and  circiimslance!, 
I  should  be  inclined  to  hazard  the  folio  win  g  aphoriBro:  W'haitymptnim,  de- 
noting the  approach  of  neatt  diuaiei,  art  diteovtrtd,  ahttain,  for  a  proper 
Itngl/i  of  time,  from  all  alimenl." 

As  we  have  remarked  already,  the  hints  contained  in  the  volume 
before  ih,  in  reference  to  the  IrealmenC  of  fevers,  are  ko  very  su- 
perficial, that,  excepting  what  is  afforded  U8  by  the  quotations 
which  precede,  we  can  derive  but  lillle  sallilkclory  acquaintance 
with  the  Bulhor'a  mode  of  practice.  From  the  following  we  dis- 
cover his  ideas  of  Iho  mode  of  operation  of  those  remedies  which 
are  commonly  employed. 

"The  plan  of  curing  diseases  by  trensfer,  orrevidsionofeicitemenlfrom 
onepartof  Ihcaystcm,  and  fixing  it  in  another,  includes  a  great  proportion 
of  our  most  poverful  remedies,  and  opens  a  wide  field  of  future  discovery 
and  improvement.  Tiie  efiecls  of  mercury,  in  producing  plyaliam, — of 
blisters  in  Inflaming  and  vesicating  the  akin,  and  exciting  strangury, — of 
sinapisms,  other  rubefacients,  and  of  mify  other  articles  operating  on 
simitar  principles,  afford  examples  of  tills  revulsion  of  excitement." 

In  the  same  class  he  also  includes  sudorliics.  The  referring  of 
their  efficacy 

"  —  to  a  revulsion  of  excitement  from  internal  organs  to  the  skin,"  ia, 
he  remarks,  "conformable  lo  known  laws  of  the  animal  economy,  andsnp- 
p'lrled  by  facli  wbich  fall  under  diily  observatiun.'' 
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Tbe  remaiof^  euay*  of  which  Ihe  TQlui»|i,,iii,coinpmo,  are 
equally  worthy  of  notice  with  those  to  wbwii.yr  atteotioa  bai 
besB  more  particularly  confined.  The  bold  aiid  original  viewt  , 
of  Ihe  anthor  on  many  poinla,  and  the  superior  tnleoli  which  btt 
has  Jnplayed  in  relalioa  to  every  lubject  upon  which  he  haa 
written,  fully  warrant  the  stroi^  langua^  applied  to  him  by  Dr. 
Rvsif,  when  he  pronoanced  him  to  be  "second  to  no  phyiieian 
1q  the  United  States,"  at  the  period  in  which  he  Ured.  His  en- 
tire works  are  strongly  recommended  1o  the  attention  of  oar 
readers)  we- being  persuaded  that  no  one  of  them  will  regret  the 
time  spent  in  their  perusul. 

la  the  "Report"  of  our  author,  '*on  the  Malignnnl  Dinease 
whichpreTailedinlhecity  of  NewTork,  in  the  autumn  of  1806," 
is  to  he  found  a  summarj  of  all  the  leading  nr^umenls  in  defence 
of  the  domestic  or^n  of  the  yellow  fever;  digested  Hnd  arranged 
with  iMMli  akill,  and  conveyed  in  a  style,  which  Is  not  the  least 
mi  nitliM'iiiliilliiii  of  Or.  Millek's  writings. 

This  report,  soon  after  its  publication,  was  ri^prinled  in  Great 
Britain-,  it  was,  also,  translated  Into  theiFrench  nnd  German  tan- 
gnage«;  and  is  Inserted  at  length,  by  M.  DuncniL,  in  his  report  to 
tbe  emperor,  on  the  Spanish  eptdebiic  of  1 G04. 

In  Ihe  essay  entitled  "An  Attempt  to  ded'ice  a  Nomcnclntore 
of  certain  febrile  and  pestilential  Diseases  from  tbe  Origin  and 
Nature  of  their  Rknete  Causes,"  we  are  presented  with  a  r»- 
llonal  account  sMMcauses  which  give  rise  to  typhus  fever,  abd 
of  the  circumstanCes  upon  which  their  production  depends. 

Tbe  three  introductory  .lectures,  "On  the  Indueoce  of  Tenn 
perature  on  Health  and  NatloDal  Character ;" — "  On  tbe  Certain- 
ly of  Medicine;"  and  "Upon  Medical  Education;"  will  be  read 
with  equal  pleasure  and  profit.  In  the  first,  is  displayed,  in  a  very 
forcible  mnnner,  the  advanlagea  of  chnical  inslmclloD  as  a  mean! 
of  acquiring  pmclical  knowledge;  while,  in  the  last,  the  lecturer 
strongly  urges  u|ion  the  student,  the  impirlance  of  a  careful  pro- 
secution of  morbid  or  pathological  anatoqiy. 

"  Hid"  tie  reiTiRrki,  "  >  severe  pnctJcU  study  of  the  ordiBuy  itnicture 
been  fenenllx  followed  up,  for  the  liM  Bfty  jeui,  by  an  inveitiption  of 
every  gndation  of  change  induced  by  disease,  we  should,  by  this  time, 
have  had  InRnitety  leu  uneertunty  in  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  me- 
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The  opiiiioiia  of  our  »iithor,  in  relation  lo  medical  eilucalion, 
l.iken  generally,  are  in  accordance  with  Ihose  of  ever>  inJividual 
who  has  given  lo  the  subject  any  serious  congideration :  he  ia 
an  advocate  for  prolonging  the  term  of  study,  and  for  augmenting 
the  branches  to  which  the  attention  of  the  pupil  is  to  be  ilirected. 

"  In  gf  ner»l,  public  opinion  »nd  the  previlent  naagca  of  this  coaniry, 
permit  the  biialneas  of  medical  edtication  to  occupy  bo  short  i  period,  >nd 
to  be  liurried  over  with  lo  much  precipit]itioii,  that  it  i>  necessarily  very 
imperfect,  ind  (he  Attainments  of  the  itudent  very  luperficial.  This  ilc- 
fect  must  be  unavoidahly  diperienccd  st  every  stage  of  his  subseijuent 


The  volume  closes  wilh  "  Rtmarki  on  the  Cholera,  or  Bitiout 
Diarrhira,  of  /rt/nn(s."  To  Dr.  Miller  we  are  indebled  for  the 
iiitroduclion  of  the  plan  of  trealing  this  disease  hy  the  adminis- 
iralion  of  minute  doses  of  calomel.  Il  is  not  long  since,  that  at  a 
meeting  of  Ihe  Medical  Socielj  of  Philadelphia,  we  were  surpris- 
ed lo  hear  the  introducliun  of  this  practice,  in  the  disease  in  (juea- 
tioD,  ascribed  lo  a  British  physician ;  and  we  suspect  that  but  few 
of  our  physicians  are  acquainted  with  Ihe  short,  but  highly  valu' 
able  es^ay  of  our  author,  in  which  Ihe  attention  of  the  profession 
was  lirst  directed  to  a  mode  of  treatment,  the  value  of  which  sub- 
sequent experience  has  sn  fully  detnonslraled. 

We  here  close  our  remarks;  with  the  pleasing  hope,  that  Ihe 
notice  we  have  taken  of  the  "  medical  writings"  of  Dr.  Milleb, 
may  be  the  means  of  introducing  them  to  thai  place  in  ihe  libra- 
ries of  our  professional  friends,  tg  which  Iheir  merits  so  Justly  en- 
title them. 


Article  XVI.— Heporl  of  the  Committee  on  Quack  Medicines, 

In  conformity  with  a  resolatioa  of  the  Medical  Society,  at  its 
meeting  of  the  16th  December,  we  place  before  our  readers  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  appointed,  on  the'  16th  Jane  last,  to  .^^ 

make  investigations,  the  purport  of  which  is  conveyed  in  the  Cir- 
cular published  in  our  July  number.  We  do  not  stop  to  praise 
this  Report:  the  mass  of  interesting  and  decisive  facts  which  it 
contains,  on  a  subject  so  important  to  humanity  and  the  profession, 
will  be  its  best  recommendation.  EorroRS. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Medical  Society  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  inquire  into  the  reipedial  value  of  the  more  prominent 
specifics  now  sold  in  Philadelphia,  under  the  assumed  names  of 
Panacea,  Catholicon,  Minerva  Pill,  &c.,  submit  the  following 
Report : — 

In  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  Society,  they  lost  no  time 
in  despatching  circulars  to  the  practitioners  of  Medicine  in  this 
city,  and  to  a  large  number  of  physicians  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States,  from  some  of  whom  they  have  received  in  return 
much  valuable  information.  The  little  attention  which  circulars 
in  general  are  calculated  to  elicit,  will  serve  to  explain  in  part  the 
reason  of  these  replies  not  having  been  still  more  numerous. 

The  questions  growing  out  of  this  in^iry  refer  chiefly  to  the 
most  widely  known  of  these  pretended  specifics,  viz.  Swaim^s 
Panacea ;  and  on  this  head  the  committee  have  pursued  their  In- 
vestigation in  the  following  order.  1.  The  sense  in  which  the 
physicians,  who  gave  their  certificates  in  favour  of  the  Panacea, 
intend  their  evidence  to  be  received ;  as  discovered  by  their  writ- 
ten replies  to  the  circular  of  the  committee. 


2.  Tlie  circumstances  connected  nilli  (be  tnlroduction  of  llii« 
Dostrum  into  the  practice  of  the  PonDsylvania  Hospital  anii  Phila- 
delptiia  Alms  House  IntirmDcy,  nnil  tbe  entenl  to  which  it  was 
used,  and  the  efiecta  attending  «uch  use. 

3.  The  nature  of  the  general  evidenct,  received  from  Tarious 
sources,  respectiog  ibe  alleged  curative,  and  posltirely  deleterious, 
operation  of  this  Panacea. 

4.  Tbe  inferences  deducible  from  the  above  facta  and  circum- 
flances,  and  tbe  objeclions  to  Ibe  use  of  this,  as  of  every  oUier, 
quack  medicine. 

On  the  first  point,  the  commitlee  beg  leave  to  present  Lbe  ful- 
lowing  slatements  to  the  society.  Dr.  Chafsun  acknowledges 
having  '  overrated  Ihe  value  of  the  Panacea  of  Swaim,'  and  ''  for  a 
long  period'  he  has  '  entirely  ceased  to  prescribe  il,^ — says  he  is  in 
possession  of  not  a  few  cases,  which,  if  desired,  are  at  the  com- 
mittee's service,  and  '  eminently  calculated  to  alarm  Ibe  public 
on  this  subject.'     Sept.  29tb,  1827. 

Doctor  GiesoN  says,  he  has  found  Ihe  Panacea  succeed  in  ca»e3 
of  secondary  syphilis,  and  fail  in  olhers;  and  adds,  "  I  have  never 
found  tbe  remedy  of  any  service  in  scrofula.  In  several  cages 
nbich  came  under  my  notice,  ptyalism  has  followed  the  use  ofil." 
October  25lh,  1827. 

Doctor  Dewees's  experience  of  this  article  having  been  found 
useful, is  limited  to  "four,  or,  at  most,  live  cases;"  whereas,  his 
own  practice,  in  which  he  lias  prescribed  it  several  times,  does 
nol,  he  acknowledges,  furuish  a  single  case  of  any  decided  advao- 
tage  following  Its  use.  October  asth,  1827.  Doctor  Dkwcls 
does  not  state  Ihe  evidence  on  which  he  gave  bis  certificate  to 
Swaim;  but,  it  ia  believed,  that  not  even  half  of  the  few  favourable 
results  now  alluded  to  bad  then  come  under  bis  own  personal  ob- 
servation. 

Dr.  Parke's  statement,  in  his  letter  of  September  2aih,  1827, 
is,  that  be  witnessed  the  case  of  Tregomain  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital;  who,  after  being  subjected  to  various  methods  of  treat- 
ment, was  Gnally  cured  by  ihesomewhat  prolonged  use  ofSwaim's 
Panacea.  The  disease  was  '  a  very  obstinate  malignant  ulcer  on 
her  band.'  It  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  Dr.  Pahke's  certidcate 
in  favour  of  the  noslrum  was  fumished  on  the  strength  of  this 
jingle  case.     It  would  be  a  subject  of  curious  inquiry  to  ascertain 
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the  probable  number  of  cerl|ficiitel  to  which  the  practice  in  a  lai^e 
hospital  would  give  rifle  Id  the  course  of  a  single  jear,  If  the 
cure  of  every  case  of  a  somewhat  protracted  disease  were  to  laj 
claim  to  such  notices.  The  valuable  Hospital  Reports  published 
from  time  to  time  in  various  cities,  would  then  give  place  to  Hoe* 
pital  Certificates^  with  an  effect  on  the  marcH  of  t^edical  Improve- 
ment, of  too  painful  a  nature  to  be  calmly  conte^iftplated.  ,v '* ' ", 

Dr.  FaHmm  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  cases  of  two  ladi^  l^om 
BOtothsni  states,  thd'^toelancholy  nature  and  result  of  which,  "Vo 
totally  different  from  the  tenor  of  his  letter,  will  be  laid  before 
the  society  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report,  In  which  It  will  also 
be  seen  that  little,  if  any,  credit  can  be  attMlied  to  the  Panacei 
as  a  remedial  agent  in  Tregomsdn^  case.*  '*'  '•■ 

It  seems  then,  from  the  testlolony  of  those  Krhose  certificates*  in 
favour  of  Swaim's  Panacea  have  been  so  much  relied  on  by  the 
proprietor,  and  his  friends  and  coadjutors,  that  nothing  Is  adduced 
in  them  calculated  to  inspire  any  confidence  whatever  in  Its  use. 
On  the  contrary,  Dr.  Chapman^s  having  long  since  ceased  to  pre* 
scribe  it,  and  his  pointing  out  cases  of  its  alarming  effects,  Dr^ 
GiBsoR^s  never  having  seen  it  succeed  in  scrofula,  the  constant 
failures  when  Dr.  Dewees  has  prescribed  it,  added  to  Dr.  Parke's 
inexperience  of  its  use,  are  all  circumstances  well  calculated  to 
deter  from  recommending  it.  The  only  decided  effect  is  that 
pointed  out  by  Dr.  Gibson,  of  its  ealwating.  The  physician  wilt, 
however,  of  course,  prefer  prescribing  himself  the  medicine  or 
combination  of  medicines  to  produce  salivation,  when  he  thinks 
this  condition  of  things  is  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 

The  committee,  on  application  to  the  resident  physician  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  to  the  Apothecary  of  the  Philadelphia 
Alms  House  Infirmary,  have  obtained  the  following  Information 
respecting  the  time  when  Swaim^s  Panacea  was  first  introduced 
into  the  practice  of  those  institutions,  during  what  period  it  con- 
tinued to  be  prescribed,  and  by  whom. 

Dr.  Charles  Mifvun,  resident  physician  of  the  hospital,  reports^ 
that,  as  well  as  he  can  learn.  Dr.  Price  was  the  person  who  first 
directed  it,  and  who  attended  as  surgeon  to  the  hospital  in  the 
years  1822  and  1823,  four  months  in  each  year.    Dr.  Parke,  who 

•  See  Appendix,  A. 


•s 

> 


I 


was  at  thai  lime  one  of  the  physicians  to  llie  hospital,  staled  In 
pi;  KWPLrN,  ihal  he  never  heard  or  Ihe  Punacen  being  uaed  in 
any  case  In  the  practice  of  Ihe  house,  except  in  thai  of  R,  Trego- 
main,  already  noticed.  "  No  mcnlion  of  Swaioi'':  Panacea,^'  says 
Dr.  M.  "is  made  in  our  book  of  apothecary's  expenses  for  (hose 
years ;  from  trbi,cb  I  irouM  infer  thai  its  use  in  this  hospilsl  n.-is 
very  ehorl,  and  that  what  was  used  had  been  presented,  for  lh« 
sake  of  an  experiment,  the  success  of  whjcli  is  shown  by  Its,  dis- 
continuance from  that  day."  Dr.  M.  slates  his  having  made  in- 
quiries of  Drs.  Uewedn,  Otto,  and  John  Rhea  Bahton,  gentlemen 
attached  to  the  service  of  the  hospital ;  and  was  informed  by  tliem 
tliat  Ihey  never  prescribed  it  in  thai  institution,  nor  do  IhCy  know 
of  any  other  person  using  it  but  Dr.  Price. 

The  cause  of  Dr.  Price's  admiration  of  the  Panacea  need  not 
be  dwelt  on  at  present.  It  is  sullicient  lo  remark,  that  he  went 
(o  Europe,  In  the  year  1833,  as  agent  of  Swaim,  for  the  vending 
and  dislribulioD  of  the  Panacea.  Of  the  resulU  of  lliis  mission  the 
world  has  not  yet  been  iDformed. 

Mr.  Gerahd  S.  Marks,  Apothecary  lo  the  Philadelpliia  Alms 
House  Infirmary,  reports,  thai,  in  the  year  IG22  or  1GS3,  Swaim 
obtained  permission  from  the  managers  of  that  Institution  to  gira 
his  Panacea  a  trial.  The  effecls  of  this  pretended  specific  were 
lo  fail  entirely  in  six  cases  oul  of  eight;  and  of  the  remaining  two, 
one  was  ameliorated  and  the  other  cured.  Of  Ihe  ivhote  number, 
Ave  were  of  icro/itJoiis  diseaic,  and  three  of  iteonditry  lypkilu  ;  in 
which  last  it  exercised  no  heneiictal  tendency.  The  Panacea 
produced,  after  a  few  days,  in  the  first  patient,  James  Ray,  affected 
milh  scrofula,  most  violent  and  alarming  bonel  complaint,  accom- 
panied by  great  emaciation,  underwhich  he  sank,  notwithstanding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  medicine,  and  Ihe  judicious  prescriplions 
of  Dr.  P*RRi?n.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  secondary  syphilis,  the 
Panacea  seemed  lo  produce  lempornry  derangement;  and  in  a 
few  days  at'ter  discontinuing  lis  use  the  patienl  died.  In  another, 
of  the  same  disente,  Ihe  syrup  of  sarsapnrilla  prepared  by  Ihe 
apothecary  of  the  esublishmentt  entirely  relieved  the  patient, 
after  Ihe  Panacea  had  tailed  to  produce  any  effect. 

In  regard  lo  the  quantily  of  the  Panacea  used  in  the  Alms 
House  Intirm-iry,  the  committee  have  learned  from  Mr.  Marks, 
thai,  from  the  ^^Ulh  December,  1822,  lo  the  L'OIh  Januarv,  iii'ib. 
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ijx^-seyen  bottles  of  this  DOitrum  were  purchased,  at  the  co«t  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty-seveih  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  SiotXl^ie 
20th  January,  1825,  ^^  there  has  not  one  drop  been  purchaiod  l&r 
the  use  of  said  Institution.^ 

The  principal  points  of  difference  between  the  Panacea  prac* 
tice,  and  the  regular  treatment  of  scrofulous  and  syphilitic  patients 
in  the  Alms  House,  are,  in  the  greater  numberW  failures  Oiider 
the  former  or  empirical,  and  the  violent  and  alarming  symptooilfel- 
lowUk  the  use  of  t&«i|iktnim.  The  expenditure  of  so  much  money 
on  tbose  hazardomf%l^ierlments,  naturally  gires  rise  to  a  feetli^ 
of  regret,  that  a  portion  of  the  sum  thus  wasted  had  not  been  di- 
rected to  security  to  the  afflicted  patients  the  benefits  of  those  na>* 
tural  agencies,  such  as  pure  country  air,  and  mltable  regimen  and 
exercise,  which  experience  has  prored  are  Ik  best  auxillariei 
to  medical  treatment :  and  which  are  at  all  times  more  SQCcesaful 
in  the  liands  of  the  fa^nerolent,  for  the  relief  of  bodily  sofferiol; 
and  disease,  than  any  or  all  of  the  inrentions  of  quaclcery. 

The  sum  of  the  Hospital  practice  Is  found  in  one  solitary  case. 
The  Panacea  was  nerer  purchased  for  the  use  of  that  institutioik, 
nor  erer  received  as  an  article  of  regfular  prescriptioD  In  it  And 
yet,  this  drcuSbstanc^-together  with  all  the  facts  connected  wMi 
its  use  and  <fiscontinuaiice  in  the  Alms  House,  staring  him  in  the 
iace,  Wm.  Swaim,  in  his  book,  liearii^  date,  November,  1826, 
with  more  assurance  than  prudence,  holds  the  following  language : 
*^  What  can  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  public  than  to  know,  that 
it  is  used  in  all  institutions  in  this  country,  alike  eminent  fat  the 
professional  skill  which  presides  over  tliem,  and  the  purely  be- 
nevolent purposes  for  which  they  are  designed— the  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  Hospitals,  anl  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House  P*^ 
If  the  statement  is  satisfactory,  as  it  cannot  fail  to  be  useful,  to  the 
public,  they  are  now  informed  that,  so  far  as  regards  the  Penn* 
sylvania  Hospital  and  Philadelphia  Alms  Hovse,  the  assertion  of 
Wm.  Swaim  is  directly  the  reverse  of  truth.  His  Panacea  is  not, 
nor  was  at  the  time  he  wrote,  used  in  either  of  the  Institutions 
above  mentioned. 

The  real  nature  of  the  hMlerfo  imposing  evidence  of  Drs. 
CfupMAH,  Gibson  and  Dcwxis,  havii^  been  exhibited.  In  the  sense 
which  those  gentlemen,  from  some  years  adAtlonal  observatloo 
of  the  effects  of  the  Panacea,  wish  to  be  afiixed  to  it,  and  the 
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entire  want  or  snpporl  of  his  asaerlioni,  which  Swaimcan  ileiife 
from  public  nnd  hospital  practice,  baring  been  placed  in  their 
true  light;  Ihe  committee  next  retjuesl  the  attention  of  the  so- 
ciety, to  the  evidence  from  various  (jmarteni,  respectiog  the  effects 
of  this  medicine. 

Dr.  Sahuei.  EvteH  reports,  that  of  all  the  patients  he  has  met 
VFJth  who  have  used  Swaim's  Panacea,  he  has  "  only  beard  one 
Baj  that  he  was  benefited  by  its  use."  The  first  patient  who 
came  under  bis  notice,  and  whose  name  and  residence  he  indi- 
cates, was,  in  the  year  1821,  visited  twice  by  him,  tor  a  scrofu- 
lous tumour.  A  note  received  from  the  patient,  apprized  Dr. 
Emlek  of  his  having  called  in  other  medical  attendance,  al  the 
Bolicitation  of  his  brothers.  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  weeks,  this 
person  called  on  Dr.  E.,  apologized  for  his  behaviour,  at  which 
he  expressed  great  regret,  and  stated  his  having  employed  Doctor 
Swaim ;  from  whom^hc  had  taken  seven  bottles  of  his  Panacea, 
at  So  per  bottle,  without  any  good  effect.  He  adiled,  that  Swaim 
then  went  to  the  apothecary,  who  had  formerly  made  up  JDr. 
Ehlek's  prescriptions  in  this  case,  and  obtained  some  of  the  very 
same  medicine  which  the  latter  gentleman  bad  directed,  and  which 
Swaim  gave  to  the  patient.  This  person  having  detected,  imme- 
diately, the  medicine  by  its  taste  and  appearance,  was  disgusted 
at  the  trick ;  and,  wearied  with  the  ill  success  of  his  new  doctor, 
dischai^ed  biro.  Dr.  Emlen  having  received  what  he  conceived 
to  be  a  suitable  apology,  took  the  patient  again  under  hb  care, 
who  in  a  few  weeks  was  entirely  well. 

Another  case,  was  that  of  a  female  slave,  from  Charleston, 
with  a  number  of  scrofulous  tumours,  and  a  cough  indicative  of 
what  Dr.  Emlen  conceived  to  be  incipient  phthisis  pulmooalis. 
Influenced  by  his  views  of  the  case,  he  told  the  mistress  of  the 
woman,  that  medical  treatment  was  not  likely  to  be  of  much  ser- 
vice. The  lady  then  mentioned  her  wish,  that  hcrservantshould 
make  a  trial  of  the  Panacea  of  Swaim;  of  which  she  had  heard 
and  read  so  much,  in  the  cure  of  scrofula.  Dr.  Ehlen  stated,  in 
reply,  his  having  seen  il  used  in  many  cases  of  genuine  scrofula, 
without  any  benufit  whatever.  On  the  lady's  return  to  Charles- 
ton, however,  she  had  the  Panacea  administeredito  the  patient; 
and  spent  ^70  in  the  purchase  of  Ihis  noslnim.  When  she  again 
rieited  Philadelphia,  in  the  ensuing  summer,  she  placed  the  slave 
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unAr  the  immediate  care  of  Swaim ;  who  continued  his  visits  and 
his  sjrup  till  the  patient  was  brought  under  a  profuse  salivation^ 
when  the  prescriber  ran  away  with  his  bottle,  that  she  might  not 
be  tempted  to  take  more.  In  vain  did  the  mistress  send  message 
after  message  to  the  Panacea  proprietor ;  his  promises  of  coming 
directly,  were  never  fulfilled ;  and  the  patient  sank  rapidly,  ^nd 
died,  immediately  after  arriving  at  Charleston,  in  the  autumn. 

The  third  case  given  by  Dr.  Emlen,  was  of  a  boy  in  the  Or- 
phan Asylum,  in  Cheh'y  Street,  who  had  been  for  years  afflicted 
with  scrofulous  tumours  all  over  the  body.  The  disease  had 
been  treated,  without  success,  by  the  different  physicians  of  the 
Institution ;  when  the  committee  of  management  bought  some  of 
Swaim^s  Panacea,  and  placed  the  boy  under  the  use  of  it,  although 
Dr.  Emlen  protested  against  the  measure,  as  a  needless  expense. 
The  patient  died  before  he  had  finished  one  bottle. 

The  fourth  case  furnished  by  Dr.  Emlen,  was  of  a  poor  woman, 
just  above  Seventh,  in  Cherry  Street,  who  earned  a  livelihood 
by  selling  pennyworths  of  yest  and  gingerbread,  &c.  This 
person  took  the  Panacea  during  two  years,  for  some  ulceration 
of  the  throat;  ilri  expended,  as  she  declared  to  Dr.  E.,  more  thaa 
sixty  dollars,  mlhout  relief.  She  afterwards  moved  to  Decatur 
Street,  where  she  died  some  months  back.  Of  the  conduct  of 
the  proprietor  and  maker  of  the  Panacea^  in  continually  holding 
out  hopes  of  amendment  of  her  health,  which  were  never  real- 
ized, and  of  his  language  and  conduct  to  her,  when  she  ceased 
visiting  him,  and  had  told  her  friends  that  she  was  worse  than 
before  she  began  using  the  medicine,  the  committee  will,  for  the 
present,  forbear  to  speak. 

The  fifth  case  coming  under  the  notice  of  Dr.  Emlen,  was  of  a 

lady  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,   under  Swaim^s 

care,  for  ulceration  of  the  lower  lip  and  chin.  She  acknowledged 
to  Dr.  E.  that  she  had  taken  twelve  bottles  of  the  Panacea,  wit|i- 
out  deriving  any  benefit;  and  expressed  her  wish  that  she  had 
thrown  the  money  she  paid  for  it,  into  the  street,  that  some  one 
might  have  been  benefited  by  it.  When  this  lady  last  visited  at 
Dr.  E.'s  house,  about  the  20th  September,  she  stated  the  ex- 
cruciating pain  which  she  had  suffered  all  the  summer,  from  the 
caustic  applications  of  Swaim,  to  her  chin  and  lip — "  her  under 
lip  is  entirely  destroyc<l,  by  hl«  applications,  the  whole  length,  and 
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she  preseitlA  a  horrible  aspecl."  When  a^kei  if  the  dtseaie  was 
getting  better,  her  reply  wag,  "she  hoped  so." 

Dr.  Ehlen  -italex  hia  having  seen  a  number  of  poor  sailors,  who 
applied  for  admission  into  the  Hospital,  after  expending  all  the 
funds  the;  bad  in  Ihia  and  other  )'anac«as ;  and  a  poor  carter,  who 
told  him  that  he  had  spent  $50  in  Swain's  Panacea,  for  rheuma- 
lism,  which  had  done  him  □□  good,  and  that  \x'u  son  had  laid  out 
$28  in  the  same  medicine. 

The  cases  of  hvo  individuals,  of  Iwo  wealthy  and  well  known 
families,  to  whom  enormous  quantities  of  Swaim^s  Panacea  had 
hcen  given,  without  any  benefit,  for  diseases  of  the  skin,  are 
indicated  by  Dr.  Ehleh. 

Dr.  G.  E.MERsoN,  in  a  letter  lo  the  committee,  dated  November 
I,  1827,  reports  cases  coming  under  his  own  knowledge,  in  which 
Swaim's  Panacea  had  been  adminialered.  The  first,  was  of  a 
relative  of  Dr.  E.,  who  was  induced,  by  the  Saliering  recommen- 
datioD  of  some  of  her  friends,  lo  lake  it  for  the  cure  of  a  cancer. 
Its  use  was  persevered  in,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  eminent 
professional  gentleman  who  attended  her,  or  of  Dr.  E.  himself, 
'*  until  the  stomach  became  bo  irritable  as  to  be  incapable  of  re- 
taining sufficient  food  for  the  support  of  life,  and  the  death  which 
shortly  happened,  was,  doubtless,  hastened  by  inanition." 

Aoolber  case  was  that  of  a  young  man  with  very  severe  in- 
tlammatory  rheumatism,  attended  by  two  regular  physicians;  wbo, 
at  the  pressing  solicitations  of  the  family  and  friends,  suspended 
their  visits,  in  order  that  Swaim's  Panacea  might  be  eiihibited. 
Swaim  was  sent  for,  and  unhesitatingly  promised  a  cure  in  a  few 
days.  Two  weeks  elapsed  In  the  trial,  and  though  help  was  still 
promised,  and  on  one  occasion  a  bottle  not  half  emptied  was  taken 
&way,  and  another  substituted  by  the  proprietor  and  vender, 
which  was  to  give  entire  relief,  the  patient  was  no  better. 

Dr.  Eh eitsoM  states  his  having  known  children  greatly  injured, 
by  having  Swaim's  syrup  given  to  them,  for  the  removal  of  swell- 
ings suspected  of  being  scrofulous,  but  which  proving  to  have 
arisen  from  acute  ioflammalion,  were  driven  to  suppuration  under 
very  aggravated  circumalances. 

Dr.  Thomas  IUriiis,  in  his  statement  in  possession  of  the  com- 
mittee, menlions,  that  although  he  never  prescribed  Swaim's 
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Panacea,  yet  he  has  witnessed  the  effect  of  Its  exhibttioo  in  dis^ 
eases  of  various  characters. 

The  first  case,  was  of  Mrs.  £.,  who  was  affected  with  herpes 
exedens  of  the  nose.  She  had  been  under  hit'ieare  at  different 
times  for  two  years,  during  which  period,  he  succeeded  in  healing 
the  ulcer  several  times.  She  afterwards  resorted  to  Swaim^ 
Pamcea,  with  the  effect  of  aggravating  the  ulcer,  and  of  pro- 
ducing an  incurable  diarrhoea.  During  the  seven  years  that 
have  elapsed  since  she  first  subjected  herself  to  Swaim^s  care, 
the  ulcer  has  continued  to  increase  in  size. 

The  second  case  was  of  Capt*  L.,  affected  with  indolent  ulcert 
of  the  legs,  who  took  ten  bottles  of  the  Panacea,  without  derivii^ 
from  it  the  slightest  benefit 

The  third  case  recorded  by  Dr.  Harris,  is  of  Mr.  K.,  a  scri- 
vener, afflicted  vdth  dyspepsia.  This  person  applied  for  relief 
to  Swaim,  by  whom,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  the  Panacea 
was  prescribed.  After  he  had  taken  the  second  bottle,  he  be- 
came saUvatedj  and  was  affected  with  a  mercurial  eruption  ea 
his  shoulders  and  face.  On  his  showing  the  eruption  to  SwainH 
the  latter  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  its  appearance;  and  added^ 
that  his  ^^  medicine  was  driving  disease  out  through  his  sldn.'' 
The  patient  was  thus  encouraged  to  persevere  in  the  nie  df  the 
medidne,  until  he  had  taken  a  few  bottles  more*  The  effect 
was  an  increase  of  the  salhaHon,  and  an  extension  of  the  cntip 
neons  disease,  until  nearly  the  entire  surface  of  Ihe  body  was 
tovered  with  it.  Having  been  kept  for  three  months  in  this  state 
of  profuse  salivation,  which  was  accompanied  by  mercurial  ulcers, 
and  extreme  emaciation,  the  sufferer  applied  to  Dr.  Harris,  and 
a  medical  friend  of  his,  for  relief.  But  it  was  too  late ;  the  long 
continued  irritation  produced  by  the  Panacea,  brought  on  ascites, 
or  at>dominal  dropsy,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few  months. 

Dr.  Harris  adds,  that  he  has  seen  this  nostrum  used  in  several 
other  cases,  without  the  slightest  advantage. 

Dr.  Randolph,  in  reply  to  the  circular  addressed  to  him  by  the 
committee,  states,  that  in  consequence  of  the  Panacea  of  Swaim 
having  met  with  a  more  ready  sale  than  other  similar  remedies, 
he  has  more  frequently  known  this  article  to  be  administered. 
The  diseases  for  which  he  has  seen  it  given,  were  cancer,  scro- 
fula, and  bad  ulcerations,  seated  on  various  parts  of  the  body,  and 
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Tor  which  the  metlidne  haa  been  used  for  tveeka  and  months;  aiul 
yet,  he  coDliDueB,  "  I  do  mosl  coDscientioufly  declare,  ibat  I  have 
never  Iedowq,  in  a  single  iLBtance,  a  cure  to  be  cITccled  by  it.'" 
Dr.  Raecdoltb  adds,  that  he  has  attended  several  cases,  in  conjuuc- 
tion  with  Dr.  Phvsick,  of  ukerationa  and  scrofula,  id  which  ihe 
Panacea  had  been  largely  administered ;  and  he  is  authorized  by 
this  latter  genllcman,  whose  experience,  powera  of  observation, 
and  perfect  candour,  are  loo  welt  known  to  need  eulog'y  in  this 
place,  "  publicly  to  declare,  that  he  (Dr.  Physick,)  haa  never  seen 
a  single  case  of  either  scrofula,  or  cancer,  cured  by  the  ailminis- 
tration  of  Panacea,  or  Catholicon ;  and  that  he  entirely)  disap- 
proves of  their  exhibition  in  any  shape  whatever." 

But  as  any  man,  however  awkward  and  unskilful  ■  marksman 
be  may  be,  will,  by  dint  of  constant  ahooling,  occasionally  hit  Ihe 
object  at  which  he  aims;  so,  to  the  hundreds  of  cases  of  failure 
and  mischief  from  the  use  of  the  Panacea,  some  few  may  be  add- 
ed of  less  sinister  tendency.  From  Dr.  Atleb,  a  practiliouet  of 
medicine  in  this  city,  and  from  a  physician  in  Georgia,  the  com- 
mittee have  received  notices,  accompanied  by  two  specified  cases 
of  the  good  effects  of  the  nostrum. 

Dr.  HoKRER  furnishes  the  following  ioformatton,  in  compliance 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  society. 

About  four  years  ago,  when  Dr.  Horner  look  charge  of  the 
patients  in  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House,  three  were  transferred 
lo  him,  who  were  under  the  use  of  Swaim's  Panacea.  Two  had 
■econdary  syphilis,  and  one,  a  coloured  boy,  about  ten  years  of 
age,  had  what  was  called  a  scrofulous  ulcer  over  the  cheek  bone. 
In  one  of  the  two  patients,  the  medicine  produced  distressing  symp- 
tom! on  the  bowels,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  discontinue  it — 
in  the  remaiuiog  two  it  was  of  no  service. 

About  two  years  ago.  Dr.  U.  bad  under  his  care  a  labourer  from 
Lancaster,  who  was  suffering  from  stricture  of  the  urethra,  and 
pain  in  the  loins.  He  bad  taken  several  bottles  of  Swaim's  Pana- 
cea without  his  being  at  all  benefited. 

Within  the  last  two  months,  (May  and  June.)  Dr.  H.  treated  a 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  a  IVlr.  C,  whu  had  a  small  ulcer  on  one 
leg,  attended  with  varicose  v<;ins.  He  had  taken  Swaim^s  Pana- 
cea without  any  beiiefil,  but  wai  cured  of  Ihe  ulcers  in  less  Ihau 
.t  week  l>y  regular  trealmfut. 
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» I  am  Dow,^^  Bays  Dr.  Horner,  *^  attending  a  lad  of  sixteen, 
Joseph  H.,  with  inflammatioir  of  the  knee  joint,  and  necrosis  of 
the  tibia.  He  had  taken  Swaim's  Panacea  without  adrantage. 
By  regnlar  treatment  he  was  cured  of  the  necroris,  and  is  getting 
well  of  the  disease  of  the  Knee  joint.  ^ 

^I  Jmre  lately  seen  a  lady  in  the  country  with  apustularemp-. 
tiif  ^naWng  in  dark  scales;  she  has  been  subject  to  it  for  a  year 
of  isni    She  has  taken  sereral  bottles  of  Mr.  Swaim^s  Pimacea ; 
hot  Is  not  cvred,  neither  does  the  medicine  promise  to  be  effi- 
cient. ' 

^^  I  have  now  mider  charge  a  coachinan,  who  has  chronic  puru- 
lent discharge  from  the  urethra,  with  weakness  of  the  loins.  He 
has  taken,  without  advantage,  Mr.  Swaim's  Panacea,  and  Mr. 
Scott^  Panacea.  The  disease  commenced  in  a  gonorrhoea,  whh:h 
he  had  more  than  a  year  ago.^^ 

From  the  same  gentleman  the  committee  have  received  the 
details  of  the  case  of  Mrs.  Murray,  aged  fifty,  a  child's  nurse  in 
the  family  of  Mr.  L.,  of  this  city.  ThUi  person  believed  herself  to  . 
be  affected  with  piles  for  the  last  fifteen  years ;  but,  wn  exanrinatioD, 
the  disease  was  found  to  be  stricture  of  the  rectum.  After  a  par- 
tial dlvlsioD  of  the  stricture  by  a  bistoury,  the  intestine  abdve  was 
discovered  to  be  in  a  tuberculous  and  schirrous  state.  'She  re- 
mained some  time  in  the  Alms  House :  but  about  the  1st  of  July, 
she  retired  into  the  country,  with  enfeebled  strength  and  appetite, 
and  increase  of  pain,  and  labouring^  under  a  slight  diarrhoea.  When 
In  the  country  she  met  with  one  of  Swaim's  circulars  of  famous 
cures;  and  through  its  influence,  and  the  over  persuasions  of  the 
persons  around  her,  was  tempted  to  try  a  bottle  of  his  Pana- 
cea. The  first  dose  disagreed  with  her  very  much,  and  in- 
creased the  complaint  and  pain  in  her  bowels :  Ae,  however, 
still  persevered  in  its  use,  in  diminished  doses,  for  ten  or  twelve 
days,  continually  growing  worse  under  its  Influence.  On  Friday, 
Aug.  3d,  she  returned  to  the  Alms  House,  in  a  dying  state,  from  the 
effects  of  the  medicine  and  disease  together ;  and  on  Monday  night, 
Aug.  6th,  1827,  she  expired.  This  patient,  a  day  or  two  before 
her  death,  compared  the  sensation  which  the  Panacea  produced 
upon  her  to  that  caused  by  a  stream  of  fire  passing  through  her  ' 
bowels.     Examination  after  death  showed  the  whole  of  the  rcc- 


turn  lo  beta  a  stale  or  cancer;  the  small  iDtestiDe9  8ligbll>,H[)i]  ihc 
^tomacli  decidedly  inflamed ;  and  tbe  liver  small,  viKite,  and  hard. 

The  committee  have  learned,  by  one  of  (heir  members,  that  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dtirafries,  in  Virginia,  many  persons  had 
used  Snaim'i  Panacea;  eight  or  ten  vtithin  the  knoivledge  of  Dr. 
Spence,  of  that  place,  nlthout  deriving  relief  from  it.  Among 
Ifaem  was  a  lady,  nhoae  name  is  in  possession  of  Ibe  committee, 
who  had  a  cutaneous  eruption  on  the  face,  for  which  she  took 
twelve  bottles  of  the  above  nostrum,  and  was  in  consequence  pro- 
fuBely  lativaw).  She  was  finally  cured  by  Dr.  S^fjice  with  » 
wash  of  lac  sulpburis.  Another  lady,  whose  name  is  also  given, 
look  three  bottles  of  the  Panacea  for  violent  paia  in  the  head  and 
face,  after  remittent  fever;  but  without  any  other  effect  than  pro- 
fuse salivation. 

Mrs.  L.,  of  Arcb  street,  in  this  city,  tookeightboltlesofSwaim's 
Panacea  for  chronic  rbeutnatism,  without  its  doing  her  any  good 
whatever. 

W.  D.,  in  Plum  street,  look  several  bottles  of  Swaim's  Pana- 
cea, for  an  ulcer  of  the  face,  without  the  medicine  being  of  any 
service. 

D.  B.,  in  Market  street,  took,  ineflectually,  Snaim^s  Panacea, 
for  ulcer  of  the  leg,  with  a  slightly  varicose  state  of  tbe  veins  of 
tbe  limb. 

A  servant  girl,  who  formerly  lived  with  Mrs.  R.  M.,  has  scrofu- 
lous enlargements  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck,  for  which 
she  was  treated  during  sis  weeks  by  Mr.  Swaim  ;  but  so  far  from 
her  condition  being  ameliorated,  the  disease  went  on  increa<img. 

A  physician  of  tbis  city  has  informed  one  of  the  committee, 
that  he  has  had  occasion  to  sec  tbe  Panacea  employed  by  a 
dozen  of  persons,  labouring  under  chronic  rheumatism,  ulcern- 
lion,  and  cutaneous  disease,  without  any  benefit  resulting  ;  some, 
on  the  contrary,  were  made  worse. 

Dr.  CoATEs  has  sent  to  the  committee  a  statement  of  the 
real  nature  of  the  much  talked  of  case  of  Robert  Ityan,  a  pa- 
tient of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  The  man's  disease  was  in- 
stanced as  a  triumph  of  the  Panacea,  after  the  regular  method* 
of  treatment,  by  the  surgeons  of  the  house,  had  failed  ;  whereas 
the  cure  was  the  work  of  nature,  and  was  accomplished  by  pro- 
cesses, for  which  a  very  long  time  is  often  demanded.     Robert 
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Rjan  suffered  under  a  necrosis,  or  death  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
thigh  bone ;  which  could  not,  with  prudence,  be  remotp/i.  ^y  a 
fKirgkal  operation,  on  account  of  the  risk  to  the  ^qpli^al  artery 
and  nerve,  and  the  destmoiion  of  muscles.  All  that  could  be  at- 
tempted with  advantagie  is  euch  a  case,  was,  to  iMIfp:  open  the 
ulcen  OF  sords  cominuhicating  with  the  dead  and  mfrtified  bone, 
until  tl^  latter  was  separated  and  discharged.  Of  course  the 
paUeiBit  was  never  considered  as  the  olyect  of  aoj  treatment  di- 
rected to  the  cure  of  his  sores:  they  were,  on  the  contrary,  at 
times,  dilated,  and  prevented  from  closing,  for  the  reasons  juit 
given.  The  completion  of  the  process  of  the  sepapation  of  the 
dead  bone,  appears  to  have  coincided  with  Ryan's  taking  the 
Panacea,  without  there  bemg  the  least  probabiUty  of  the  cure 
having  been  at  all  accelerated  by  the  nostrqm.*  r- 
'  Doctor  CoATss  mentions  the  case  of  a  child,  affected  with  a 
ehronio  inflanunatioa  and  ulceration  of  the  ankle  joint,  the  termi- 
nation of  which,  in  health,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  vtm^  predicted 
by  a  distinguished  surgeon  of  this  city.  The  event  verified  the 
e^rrectness  of  the  prognosis:  but  the  parents,  eager  to  e;ipidM® 
the  cure,  gave  it  S  walm's  Panacea,  for  nine  or  ten  months^.  This 
Is  another  instance  of  the  claims  of  the  medicife  to  cur^i  on  the 
mere  strength  of  fortuitous  coincidence.  * 

Several  instances  have  come  under  Dr.  Coates's  notice,  of  pa- 
tients, with  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea,  who  had  taken  the  Panacea 
for  a  considerable  time,  without  receiving  any  benefit  fqm  it 

Mr.  Kbriiedy,  .senior  student  at  the  Alms  House,  has  furnished 
the  details  of  the  case  of  James  SImw.  This  man,  thirty-one 
years  of  age,  had,  as  he  says,  an  attack  of  typhus  fever,  in  the 
month  of  September,  1826;  after  recovering  from  which,  he  was 
seized  with  a  dull  heavy  pain  and  swelling  in  the  shoulder,  fol- 
lowed by  openings  of  a  fistulous  character,  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  bone,  which  became  carious.  Various  methods  of  treatment 
were  resorted  to  without  effect,  in  the  country,  where  he  then 
resided.  About  the  1  at  of  December,  1 826,  this  patient  conf  ulted 
Swaim ;  who,  without  hesitation  or  inquiry,  pronounced c^he  dis- 
ease to  be  scrofula,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  bis  .Panacea 


•  Set  Dr.  Rcyncll  Coates*s  letter,  [A]  in  which  it  if  ihown  that  the  P»- 
mccsk  lijul  no  share  in  the  cure. 
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WAS  Hie  woiiJorrul  ami  only  curative  at  Ihii  coaoplainl,  as  ivcll  as 
ul'  every  other  deacriplion  of  running  sores.  The  Panacea  was, 
accordingly,  taken  ^y  Shaw  for  three  or  four  monlJis,  without  any 
benotit;  but  with  the  effect  of  producing  a  burning  sensation  in 
the  glomach,  Bn<l,  in  iHe  course  of  a  few  days,  a  cojiperiah  tasle 
in  the  mouth,  ami,  after  the  lapse  of  some  weeks,  a  disordered 
»talc  of  the  bowels,  which  conttnoed  for  upwards  of  a  fortnight. 

The  comniiUee,  on  a  review  of  all  the  testimony  presented  to 
tl^flHi)  nnd  a  portion  of  which  they  hnve  placed  before  the  So- 
dctyi  find  Ihut  the  claims  set  forth  by  Swaim  in  favour  of  his 
fanacea,  as  a  surpassing  remedy  for  Scrofula,  and  on  its  success 
In  which  diNcnse  he  rests  so  innch  of  its  merits,  are  not  only  ivllb- 
oul  support  in  fact,  but  are  entirely  set  at  nought  by  the  result  of 
numerous  cases,  and  the  enperience  of  some  of  our  most  cautious 
and  celebrated  surgeons  and  ]iliysicianB.  The  opinions,  deduced 
from  extensive  observation  and  very  man^  facts,  during  several 
years  pasl,  by  Drs.  Feivsick,  Giesun,  RjtNooLPH  and  Emlen,  arc 
conclusive  of  (he  comparative  inelBcacy  of  the  remedy  in  scro- 
fula. The  annals  of  medicine,  and  even  popular  experience  and 
Iradilion,  furnish  a  much  larger  proportion  of  cures  of  this  dli- 
ense,  i^.its  varioos  forms  and  stages,  accomplished  by  means  fa- 
miliar lo  every  physician,  than  are  proved  by  its  proprietor  and 
his  friends  lo  have  been  performed  by  the  administration  of  the 
P.inacea,  A  well  regulated  diet,  and  the  change  of  residence 
from  town  to  country,  from  a  close,  damp  and  impure  air,  to  one 
clear,  elastic  and  invigorating,  have  done  more  in  this  disease 
than  all  the  nostrums  ever  invented:  asd  when  medicinal  agents 
ore  lo  be  had  recourse  to,  Ihe  use  of  the  various  alteratives, 
mineral  and  vegetable,  of  Ihe  Materia  Medics,  under  the  guidonco 
of  practised  judgment  and  careful  reasoning  and  comparison,  pro- 
mi^^e  more  decided,  and,  at  the  same  time,  ealutary  results,  than 
any  one  agent  or  composition,  given  without  knowledge  of  cause, 
and  too  generally  without  regard  to  the  modifications  of  elfect. 

Of  the  curative  powers  of  the  Panacea  of  Swuim  in  Cancer,  it 
is  nceJlMi  lo  speak:  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  the  slightest 
efficacy  of  the  nostrum  in  this  dreadful  disease,  has  been  furnished 
lo  the  committee.  The  adverse  testimony  is,  however,  strong 
in  proof  of  lis  finlire  failure,  in  cancer. 

The  alleged  good  elfecls  of  this  nostrum  in  thiit  class,  or, 
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rather,  the  vatlMlf^  of  disease,  classed  under  the  heads  of  S^« 
condary  Syphilis^  Pseudo  Sypkilis^  and  Mercurial  Disease^  are  not 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  bespeak  any  extraordinary  confidence  in  its 
use,  or  to  entitle  it  toa  preference  over  known  articles  in  the  Ma- 
teria Medica.  Admitting  to  its  full  extent  the  imperfect  testimony 
in  favour  of  the  Panacea,  in  secondary  syphilis,  it  does  not  posses/*, 
thereby,  any' claims  superior  to  what  might  be  put  forth  for  di;i- 
phoretics,  of  which  opium  is  the  basis ;  or  sarsaparilla  and  its 
adjuncts,  constituting  what  has  been  called  the  Lisbon  Diet  DridL 
or  th^  Compound  Syrup  of  Sarsaparilla;  or,  finally,  a  well  re|j^ 
latcd  regimen  alondSi  Put  if  a  name  is  required  to  give  a  charm 
to  the  composition,  the  Rob  of  TAffecteur,  or  (he  Syrup  of  0«i«t> 
nier,  As  prepared  by  the  regular  apothecary,  ought,  in  all  caste0| 
to  be  preferred  to  th#¥anacea. 

That  disease  called  mereurial^  as  presented  to  the  physician  in 
hospital  practice,  is  for  the  most  part  a  hybrid,  being  the  off- 
spring of  syphilis,  and  the  mercury  administared  with  a  view  to 
the  cure  of  this  latter.  In  other  cases,  of  less  frequent  occur> 
Miee,  it  is  the  direct  consequeiice  of  the  excessive  and  injudt- 
clous  use  of  mercury.  The  so  much  boasted  powers  of  the  Pa- 
nacea, have  been  directed  to  the  cure  of  the  former  fitfflety  of 
this  malady,  with,  we  may  presume,  though  we  have  no  positive 
evidence  of  the  fact,  some  benefit.  But  this  moderate  success 
affords  no  proof  of  the  superior  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  nostrum  in  question,  and  would  scarcely  merit  notiee,  were 
it  not  for  the  inference  which  has  been  attempted  to  be  artfully 
drawn  from  it.  It  has  been  loudly  proclaimed,  that  a  medicine 
which  combats  and  destroys  the  noxious  effects  of  mercurj, 
cannot,  of  course,  have  any  mercury  in  its  composition ;  and  an 
additional  argument  is  thus  adduced  in  favour  of  its  superior  mild- 
ness and  eflicacy.  The  reply  to  all  Ibis  sophistry  is  obvious  and 
natural.  The  Panacea  which  salivate,  as  that  of  Swaim  so  oflen 
does,  cannot  be  brought  forward  as  a  remedy  for  diseases  induced 
by  the  excessive  use  of  mercury :  but  a  common  varietj  of  the 
Panacea,  from  which  its  proprietor  has  excluded  corroMv  subli- 
mate in  hi  preparation,  will,  like  any  other  syrup  of  sarsaparilla, 
and  its  vegetable  adjuncts,  be  often  useful  in  the  mercurial  disease. 
Still,  the  patient  has  no  chance,  in  the  hands  of  ignorance,  viz.  of 
nostrum  makers,  and  venders,  of  a  selection  being  made  for  him, 
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md,  even  though  his  i'ueaae  be  mercurial,  be  te  in  danger  of 
Ukiog  a  succeision  of  doses  of  the  Panacea,  similar  lo  lho»e  wliich 
tint  saliraleJ,  and  linaUy  brought  poor  K.  to  bis  end.  The  casual 
•nccess  of  aaj  Panacea  or  nostrum  whatever,  ia  nol,  in  the  disease 
nodeT  coniideralioD,  any  evidence  of  its  superior  ci&cacj,  or  proof 
ef  ill  differing,  in  its  conslilucot  arUclet,  from  mediclDes  used  on 
such  occasionf,  by  many  profeuiooal  men.  And  it  ^ill  hardly  be 
asserted,  except  by  implication  in  the  anquali&ed  praise  of  Ibeir 
friends,  that  ignorance  of  the  cocamon  laws  of  the  animal  economy 
on  the  pari  of  the  proprietors  of  such  nostrums,  sad  the  want  of 
knowledge  iu  Ibe  patient  af  all  the  cautionary  rules  growing  out 
of  the  stage  of  the  ^disease,  and  his  peculiar  liahils  and  coiislitution 
during  their  use,  furnish  any  strong  claims  for  public  countenance 
and  farour,  towards  this  class  of  medicines. 

Of  the  very  large  number  of  cases  of  chronic  and  mercarial 
Rluumatum  in  which  the  Panacea  has  been  used,  instances  of 
cures  bare  been  staled  i  but  from  what  has  come  under  the  know- 
ledge of  the  c'ommillee,  they  are  not,  by  any  means,  prepared  to 
regard  it  as  equal  to  rery  many  regular  methods  of  treatment, 
recognized  by  Ihc  medical  profession.  The  proporlioo  of  curec 
to  failures,  is  loo  small  to  warrant  any  confidence  in  JL 

The  aasumptioD  of  the  conspicuously  good  effects  of  Swaim's 
Panacea  in  alccn  nj  the  throat,  and  in  "  almost  every  disease  of 
nn  ulcerous  nature,"  has  not  been  sustained  by  the  facts  before 
(he  committee.  The  use  of  enormous  quantities  of  this  medicine 
in  some  cases  during  many  months,  and  even  in  one  inalance  for 
years,  has  been  productive  of  any  thiDg  but  a  cure  for  the  ulcers, 
for  which  it  was  so  confidently  recommended. 

Id  Cutaneoui  Eruptiona,  the  nostrum  in  quealion  has  too  ohen 
failed  to  entitle  ILIo  commendation  in  such  circumstances.  The 
case  of  llie  lady  near  Dumfries,  in  Virginia,  who  took  twelve  bot- 
tles of  the  Panacea  for  cutaneous  disease,  without  any  effect, 
except  profuse  salivation,  has  been  already  menlioned.  The  me- 
dicine by  which  she  was  finally  cured,  ought,  by  the  rules  of 
evidence  received  in  favour  of  charlatanism,  to  be  published  as  a 
never  failing  cosmetic,  and  remover  of  all  cutaneous  blemishes; 
the  more  especially  since  medical  records  abound  with  examples 
flf  Ihe  curalive  powers  of  sulphur  in  this  class  of  maladies. 

"  /JvJ^i'/iU'c  eoi/i;i/um/»"  are  adduced  among  those  which  the 


luspoier  OH  quack  mbdioimes.  16$ 

• 

Panacea  of  Swaim  is  intepded  to  cure.'  .Without  dwelling  on  the 
vagaeness  of  the  term  dyspepsia^  and  the  numerous  tribe  of  di0>> 
t>rdered  sensations  classed  under  it,  it  it  sufficient  at  present  to 
remaiic,  that  in  no  form  of  disease  to  which  the  human  fhime  is 
subject,  is  a  knowledge  of  its  remote  and  exciting  causes  of  suck 
paramount  necessity  as  in  dyspepsia.  Without  a  removal  of  thesd 
causes,  usually  found  iir  the  mode  of  life  of  the  invalid,  any  me- 
dicineiOnr  combination  of  medicines,  will,  so  far  from  i^eying,  be 
ioo  often  found  to  exasperate  the  disease.  Tet  no  such  condi- 
tions are  exacted  by  the  proprietor  and  renders  of  Panacea;  m 
liberal  potation  of  the  syrup  is  with  tblm  the  ntie  qua  turn;  whilst 
eimption-  from  all  the  rules  derived  from  experience  of  past 
ages,  and  reasoning  and  feeling,  is  claimed  by  the  person  who 
agrees  to  take  this  medicine.  Of  its  pernicious  effects  tn  most  of 
the  forms  6f  dyspepsia  and  disordered  bowels,  the  cpmmittee 
conceive  it  theii'duty  to  speak  explicitly  f  and  to  caution  against 
the  use  of  that  which  ten<k  to  irritate  ani -Inflame  the  stomachy 
silready  prone  to  Inflammation,  if  not  iibtually  suffering  un- 
der this  state,  in  the  disease  under  question*  The  comparison 
made  by  Mrs.  Murray,  of  the  sensation  produced  by  (he  Panacea, 
to  a  strettn  of  fire  passing  through  her  bowels,  coupled  with  the 
case  of  Mrs.  £•',  in  whom  it  produced  incurable  diarrhoea,  and 
that  recorded  by  Dr.  Emerson,  of  irremediable  inability  of  the 
stomach  to  retain  food  after  its  use,  are  admonitions  of  too  power- 
ful and  melancholy  a  nature  to  be  readily  overlooked,  or  soon 
forgotten.  The  peculiarly  afflicting  case  of  Mr.  K.,  the  scrivener, 
who  took  Panacea  for  dyspepsia,  and  the  fatal  case  of  ulceration 
of  the  intestines  from  its  use,  as  recQrded  by  Dr.  HoruNsoir,*  are 
likewise  commentaries  on  the  nature  of  such  medicines,  and  the 
ignorance  of  their  proprietors,  which  must  be  understood  by  the 
least  discerning,  and  produce  sympathy  in  the  most  unfeeling. 

It  would  be  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  the  committee,  if 
they  could,  in  imitation  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Panacea,  say,  that  *# 
^  this  medicine  is  entirely  harmless,'  and  ^^  that  it  maybe  given  with- 
out hesitation,  or  the  least  apprehension  of  danger,  alike  to  the 
most  tender  infant,  and  the  adult,  with  equally  beneficial  results.^' 
The  preceding  cases  show  the  utter  fallacy  of*  this  assertion,  and 

*  See  Api>ciidix  [U]. 
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that  Ibc  syrup,  in  Ihe  manner  in  which  it  is  ofien  compomiJoil 
by  the  proprietor,  and  prescribed  by  him  nnd  others,  Is  emineotty 
calcalated  to  destroy  the  digestion  and  nndermine  the  powers  o( 
life.  Every  reflecting  person  must  be  struck  with  (he  revolling 
coalradiclion  exhibited  by  the  friends  of  the  Panacea,  in  ciuiming 
for  it  great  power  over  Ihe  moat  obslinate  diseases,  and  yet  call- 
ing It  perfectly  harmless.  Ho  such  agent  ever  has  been,  or  can 
possibly  be,  demonslraleJ  to  operate  either  on  the  physical  or 
moral  nature  of  man.  With  the  posseMion  of  properties  capnble 
of  doinf  good,  is  the  correspondent  abiiily  extensively  and  deep- 
ly to  injure  by  their  misapplication.  Poisons  of  the  most  active 
class  may  sometimes  be  taken  in  minute  doses,  without  exliibiling 
any  deleterious  cflccts ;  as  we  see  in  Ihe  preparations  of  ai'scnic, 
and  in  corrosive  sublimate,  occasionally  prescribed  by  medical 
men.  But  we  should  be  at  a  loss  lo  find  language  sufiiciently  ex- 
pressive of  our  surprise  and  Indignation,  if,  on  the  strength  of 
■uch  occasional  immunity,  any  person  could  be  found  so  tost  to 
reeson  and  feeling  as  to  say  that  Fowler's  Arsenical  Solution,  and 
corrosive  sublimate,  disguised  in  syrup,  might  be  freely  given  (a 
Ihe  most  lender  infant,  and  (hat  (hey  were  perfeclly  harmless. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  in  this  first  stage  of  the  inquicy,  the  com- 
miltee  have  confined  themselves  to  noticing  (he  various  effccrs  of 
the  Panacea,  without  instituting  n  scrutiny  Into  its  composidon, 
Thej  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  (be  na(ure  of  i(s  operalinn 
on  the  animal  economy,  in  (be  same  manner  as  they  would  h;ivc 
investigated  the  properties  of  a  new  article  of  the  materia  medica. 
But,  in  doing  so,  (liey  are  not  disposed  lo  regard  the  Panacea  as  n 
preparation  hitherto  unknown  lo  Ihe  medical  practitioner,  or  the 
'Constituent  parts  of  which  are  not  frequently  employed  by  him  in 
the  treatment  of  disease.  Had  the  committee  been  willing  to  avBH 
themselves  of  all  the  means  of  perijoisilioii  which  justice  ivouM 
Kem  (o  require,  they  might,  perhaps,  have  obtained  direct  evi- 
dence to  (his  effect.  For  the  present,  they  prefer  eshihiting  lo  (he 
society  circumslantial  evidence,  and  coUaleral  proofs,  which  may 
be  said,  in  this  case,  necessarily  to  lead  lo  cottviction.  The  his- 
tory of  (he  introduction  of  this  syrup  info  general  use,  and  (he 
recipe  for  its  preparation,  as  well  us  the  circumstances  under 
which  itwasoblainud,  are  very  cleanly  set  forth  in  (he  llepnri  of 
the  Medical  Socicly  of  lUe  cily  of  New  5f  oik,  on  SwaJm's  I'iinucca; 
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and  other  depurative  sjrops ;  drawn  up  by  Drs.  PiscAUS,  Bjm  * 
MERSLEY,  Drake,  Marlt.  and  Wattb.  It  appears  from  this  repor^ 
that  ahout  the  year  1811,  Dr«  Bcrosr,  Uie  elder,  was  joined.ift 
consul^tioD  with  several  physicians  of  New  Xork,  hi  the  case  of  n 
gentleouui  labouring  under  a  loathsome  complication,  of  diseaset 
the  sequels  of  syphili8|  and  the  repeated  and  irteg^lar  use  of 
mercury,  which  had  resisted  all  the  ordinary  model  of  tfMtment }  Mg 

and  at  his  (Dr.  Berber's}  suggestion,  the  RoI>  of  l^Mpj^  «|  -' 

given,  aiid  with  good  effects.    ^^  The  reflmrkable  M^p^  of  w         '^' 
gentleman,  f^i  the  difficult  of  obtainla|^  an  adeqimle  i^iply  of  rfm 
the  rob  for  extensive  use,  owing  to  tUr  mIrictioDi  that  at  thM    ' 
time  existed  in  omr  commercial  intercourse  with  Europe,  led  Dr« 
M^Ncviir,  who  i|ris  one  of  the  physicians  in  consultation,  to  give 
publicity  to  its  composition  and  its  worth.    He  accordii^y  pnk 
lished,  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Medical  and  PhUoeophicalJouxH 
nal  and  Review,  the  recipe  of  M..  Allumt,  a  French  chemist,  foe 
its  preparation.    Thl^me^y  prepared  according  to  this  recipei 
with  the  exception  .J|r  lubstitutUig  the  bal^  of  sassafras,  oil(^|Ei| 
shavings  of  guaiacum  Sot  the  marsh  reed-grasi,  was  soon  after  ^ao^  ,  .. 
ployed  bjc  several  of  our  city  practitioners,  with  the  usual  b^py.^     r  '"^ 
results*  .Among  many  patients,  Hr.  Swaim,  then  a  book  biiiSer,^    .     '  ^f 
living  in  this  city,  experienced  its  beneficial  effects  in  hi$  cukim^ —  ^  * 
son;  and  soon  afler  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  Dr*  N.  J.  ^vjm^^^ 
BOSS,  the  practitioner  who  had  administered  fl  to  him,  the  recipr*^^^!^^!:^;^ 
for  its  formation,  and  the  directions  for  its  employttent:  wheret  « 
upon,  he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  and  set  forth  the  vegetabhi 
syrup,  wliicb  he  denominated  Swaim^s  Panacea,  for  the  treatment 
of  those  diseases  for  which  the  rob  had  been  so  long  celebrated. 
In  the  first  instance,  Mr.  Swaim^s  directions  fer  using  his  panacea, 
foe  preparing  the  sarsaparilla  ptjsan,  and  the  quantity  and  timea  ' 
of  taking  it,  in  conjunction  with  the  syrup,  were  the  same,  nearly 
verbatim,  as  those  given  by  Dr.  M^^isvin,  in  the  publication  abo]^ 
referred  to,  for  the  use  of  the  rob;  but  of  late  be  has  altered  tii#  -^L  ' 
directions  considerably,  and  has  ceased  to  insist  on  thp  conjoineq 
use  of  the  farsaparilla  ptisan,  even  in  small  quantities.    The  da-       * 
vour  of  the  sassafitis  in  the  syrup  first  prepared  by  Swaim  was 
rery  perceptible ;  but  it  is  now  the  opinion  of  many  that  he  has 
substituted  the  leaves  of  the  Pipsisewa  (Chlmaphlla  corymbosa  of  '^ 

Pursh)  for  the  marsh  reed  grass,  sassafraa^or  guaiacum,  which  we 
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think  very  probable.  However  this  may  be,  the  syrup  also  con- 
tains (be  oil  of  ninler  green  ;  (ol  gaullberix ;)  for  its  flavour  is 
evident  both  to  tbe  smell  and  laste.  Swaim's  object  in  this  addi- 
tion is  doubtless  (o  dieguiee  ibe  other  materials,  and  to  render  the 
medicine  agreeable  to  the  taste;  but  it  mny  also  be  a  useful  addi- 
tion as  a  stimulant  and  carminative,  obviating  thai  loathing  and 
disgust  of  the  medicine,  which  sometimes  occurs  from  its  long  con- 
tinued use."* 

To  this  interesting  statement  the  committee  will  add,  that  when 
Snaim  first  began  to  vend  bis  ("jrup  in  tbis  city,  in  the  year  1820, 
the  taste  of  honey  was  very  perceptible  in  it,  as  >n  the  original 
French  preparation;  but  of  late  years  the  syrup  appears  to  have 
been  made  for  the  most  part,  Ifnot  entirely,  ofsug^.  The  addition 
of  the  nioter  green  serves  still  more  to  disguise  its  taste  and  the 
nature  of  the  other  ingredients.  Had  Swuitn  stopped  here,  evi- 
dence similar  to  that  adduced  in  favour  of  the  French  prepara- 

■"  TliBt  phyBicl»ns  ^ncratly  m»y  have  it  in  llidr  power  to  preseiihe  tlie 
iynip  of  sarsaparilla,  tu  which  Swnim  his  itTixed  the  title  of  Fuimcsi  w« 
subjtiJn  tlie  recipe  of  U.  Allion,  above  alluded  to. 
B.  Rad.  Sarsap. 

Arund.  PhwgTiiit.  un.       S***-  "  ^ 

Flor.  llorag.  Offic,  ivUi, 

Fol.  Senni.  *■ 

Flor.  Koair.  55.  ^li,  '    ' 

Ma.  Opt.  Ha.  ibvi. 

Hail  tiie  mrsapariUft  and  marEh  reed  grass,  in  ninepintsof  vater,  Tor  one 
iioucj  strain  otT  the  decoction,  and  pour  the  same  quantity  of  waler  on  ilic 
rosidiium,  which  is  to  be  boiled  for  two  hours:  towards  the  end  ofllie  boil- 
ing, add  the  borage  flowers,  aenna  and  rose  leaves;  (hen  strain  olT;  and  tu 
botli  decoctions,  add  tlie  sugar  and  honey,  and  boil  the  whole  to  (he  con- 
sistence of  a  syrup. 

The  principal  difference  between  tliis,  and  the  recipe  for  tbe  syrup  of 
nrsaparilU,  ss  given  in  the  French  Codex,  consists  in  the  omission  of  the 
reed  grass,  and  the  introduction  of  aniseed,  and  in  the  modeof  preparalton. 
This  recipe  was  adopted  by  the  compders  of  the  United  States  PharmiscO' 

EiEia,  which  was  fonned  in  1820,  by  inelely  substituting  liquorice  root 
>r  the  borage  flowers.  The  ordinary  dose,  is  two  to  three  ounces  twice 
a  day;  with,  or  without  a  grain  of  corrosive  suhlimateadded  to  each  pound. 
The  patient^  at  tbe  same  time,  is  to  take  freely  of  sarsaparills  decoction,  ur 
ptisan.  Tbediet  will,  of  course,  be  regulated  by  the  medical  otlendnm  in 
accordance  with  his  tcnowledge  of  the  stage  of  the  disease,  and  tlie  pecu- 
liarities in  the  constitution  of  the  patient. 

The  pTcnaration,  as  directed  by  the  French  Codex,  is  nearly  the  same  as 
the  SiTvp  de  Cuitinier,  which  has  been  for  some  fears  used  in  the  Philadel- 
phia Alms  House  Infirmary.  It  is  made  up  by  most  of  our  apothecaries; 
and  both  on  the  score  of  eflicaciousncsa  and  moderate  price,  is  entitled  lo 
a  decided  preference  over  any  of  the  I'aiiaccag. 
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tfoiD  might  btre  been  extended  to  his ;  with  the  large  resenratinm 
required  by  his  want  of  knowledge  of  pharmacy  and  of  medicine^ 
and  the  eontinnal  mua|pplicatipn  of  the  remedy,  by  a  wnoog  selecr 
itlon  of  caaea :  but,  hi  an  evil  boor,  the  plan  of  mlilpg  corrosive  soh- 
ndbte  with  at  teast  certain  parcels  of  his  Panacea  was  edoptedj 
mM  igntfnjicet  Texstioas  before,  was  then  anoed  widi  an  instnip 
ment  of  ikittclkfef  and  destruction.  ^ 

It  most  be  familiar  to  most  medical  men,  that  a  certada  portion 
.of  i:orrosiTe  sublimate  can  be  suspended  in  lEegetabfe-^'rup,  and 
eo  blended  as  to  ^(y  detection  by  xliemical  nnadysis:  and  it  has 
been  ascertained,  that  the  Rob  de  l^Atfecteur  has  contidned  this 
mercurial  salti  In  the  proportion  of  .a  greivi,  4r  n-gndn  and  a  half, 
•to  a  pint,  withofil  its  presence  being  made  sensible  by  chemical 
4etts.  Thi!f  circumstance  will  explain  our  inability  to  discover 
•the  existence  of  mescury  in  eertain  "^nostronM,  except  by  their 
peculiar  effects;  such  as  ^livation,  and  the  train  of  disorders  of 
4he  difesUve  organs  and  nervous  system,  following  the  injudicious 
«se  of  the  mineral.  Submitted  to  this  test,  the  Panacea  of  Swtfm 
ibas,  beyood  all  doubt  or  equivocation,  mercury  as  one  of  the  iii- 
igredieili'#B9uent]yi  though  not  constantly,  entering  into  its  com- 
l^osition.  Jf  occasion  required  it,  a  most  voluminous  mass  of  tes- 
itimony  might  be  collected  in  proof  of  this  poaltlon.  Some  strong 
facts  have  been  already  placed  before  thA^jjj^ety  to  show  .the 
eialiigogue  or  salivating  property  of  the  Panacea.  Dr.  Giasoir 
jivera,  that,  in  several  cases  which  came  under  his  notice,  saliva- 
Alon  followed  the  use  of  it.  The  testimony  of  Drs.  Emlcn,  Har- 
ms, Hoanxn,  Homairsoir,  and  ORtFFrm,^  is  conclusive  to  the  same 
<efiect  Among  other  documents  on  this  head,  the  committee  IftlVft 
heen  furnished  with  the  case  of  a  gentleman  near  Petersburgh  .in 
Vkghila,  advanced  in  life,  who  took  the  Panacea  for  several  large 
ulcen  on  his  legs  and  various  parts  of  his  body.  Alter  he  .had 
•6nished  one  bottle,  and  comtaenced  on  the  second,  he  suffered 
/rom  severe  salivation,  and  an  Jnflammation  and  sia|l)ln  of  the 
glands  of  the  mouth.  He  now  desisted  from  its  use^'flM,  after  a 
time,  entinely  recovered  from  the  salivation :  but  a  fresh  trial  of 
the  Boatrmn  was  followed  by  the  same  effects  as  before,  viz.  pro- 
fuse saKvitian.    The  dose  in  which  this  gentleman  Brst  used  the 

*  See  Appendix  (C);  in  which  Dr.  Griffith  reUtes  the  history  of  t  case 
oftalivmtion  from  the  ute  of  thePanAcem.  followed  by  fatal^hirmurrhage. 
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Prtnare:!  was  a  wine-glass-fi 
And  he  reduced  llie  qiinntit 
Tbn  appearance  of  mercu 
stomach  and  b^ivels,  some 
quenl  on  the  use  of  (he  Pai 
of  its  mercuri.il  character. 


I;  but  iiisslnmRch  could  nol  ' 
I  to  a  lea-BpooD-rnl  three  timet  a  ^aj. 
rial  eruptions,  and  lh«  disorder  of  Ihc 
lime!i  of  nn  incurable  nature,  conse- 
lacea,  are  also  still  farther  iliustratirc 
Reference  maybe  instraclirely  made 
to  Dr.  S.  JACKso^*^  Iflteron  Ihis  subject.' 

The  commillee,  af\er  a  careful  eiamiuRtion  of  the  evidence, 
both  nrilten  and  rerbal,  subniitlcd  to  ihem,  respecling;  the  sensi- 
ble properliC!>,  presumed  composition,  and  coraliTe  and  deleleri' 
ous  effects  on  the  animal  economy,  of  Swtticn's  Panacea,  are  led 
to  the  folloniug  conclusions  iithI  opinions. — This  syrup,  when  free 
from  any  mercurial  preparation,  not  only  fails  to  exhibit  virtues 
as  a  curnlive  agent  superior  to  various  compound  decoctions  and 
syrups  of  snrsaparilla,  which  have  been  adminislereil  in  the  regu- 
lar praclke  of  medicine  for  the  last  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  in 
the  different  stages  ofsypliilis,  andin  chronic  rheumatism  and  cuta- 
neous complaints,  but  is  inferior  in' efficacy  to  some  of  them,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  variableness  of  its  composition,  as  from 
the  occasional  loss  of  the  medical  properties,  and  the  advlleralion 
of  certain  articles  entering  into  it.  In  so  large  a  manufactory  as 
Ihal  of  Sivaim,  where  no  supcrrision  can  be  exercised  on  the  part 
of  a  physician,  nor  rival  efforts  made  by  apothecaries,  we  are  de- 
prived of  the  usual  pledges  that  the  composition  called  Panacea 
shall  be  of  uniform  strength  and  freshness;  and  hence,  one  ouuse, 
io  addition  to  others  already  assigned,  of  its  frequent  failures,  In 
the  class  of  diseases,  so  many  of  which  are  benefited  by  the  synip 
ofMrsaparilla,  properly  prepared  and  judiciously  administered. 

When  the  syrup  contains  corrosive  sublimate,  (he  preparation 
is  still  more  objectionable,.  While  all  physicians  are  aware  of  the 
occasional  eflicacy  of  mercury,  in  certain  stages  of  syphilis,  and  in 
scrofula,  cutaneous  diseases,  ulcers,  and  hepatic  alTeclions,  they 
are  also  well  apprized  of  ihe  caution  with  which  Ihis  metal  must 
be  administered  under  any  form,  aud  of  the  great  delicacy  and 
skill  requisite  in  the  selection  of  cases  of  the  above  mentioned  mala- 
dies, in  which  it  can  be  used  without  producing  serious,  and  too  often 
irreparable  mischief.    It  is  this  knowledge  which  has  always  made 

*  Sec  Appendix  [ti]. 
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M<9ieal  ueo  tO' Warj,ki  the  vte  of  (his  as  welA»  other  powerful 
articlei  of  the  iriateria  me^iea.  But  that  emplricif  ignorant  and 
coaseqoentlf -regardless  of' the  nec^ssif  j  of  such  caution,  have,  at 
the  ezpeoseof  the  health  and  lives  of  thousands,  performed  some 
cul^es  by  the  indisctiiiiiniife  use,  or  rather  shameful  abuse  of  mer^ 
eory,  espiedally-of  corrosiTe  sublimate,  and  of  arsenic,  is  a  fact  of 
frequent  recurrence  in  the  history  of  popular  errors.  We  are 
not  in  possession  of  "any  salutaiy  exceptions  to  the  baneful  ten* 
dency  of  tbe  preteoskMis  of  empirics  to  allay  suffering  and  cure 
disease.  The  PsMlcea  of  Sw aim  is  on  the  same  footing  with  all 
the  quack  medidnes  which  huve  so  often  preceded  its  introduc- 
tion. Imperfect  admixture  and  tuspenrion  of  the  corrosive  sub- 
limate, and,  of  course,  comparative  inertness  of  one  portion  of 
the  ayrup,>and  the  nHwt  deleterious  and  poisonous  ^effects  of  the 
•Hier,  are' some  of  the  evils  atteodant  oo  its  secret  manufacture. 
if  to  •  these  be  added,  the  Indiscriminate  recommendation  of- the 
Panacea  for  every  form  of  disease,  to  persons  ignorant  of  the  nature 
and  alage  of  their  malady^  ignorant  of  what  they  are  swallowing, 
and  totally  usable  to  foresee,  and  of  course  unprepared  to  pre- 
vent or  uritlgate,  its  deleterious  effects^  or  to  avail  themselves  In 
lime  of  th»eounsel  and  assistance  of  their  regular  medical  <tdvisers, 
a  faint  idea  may  be  entertained  of  the. mischief  which  has  ensued 
oo  the  use  of  this  so  much  and  so  fatally  lefuded  nostrum.  The 
eomauttee  have  already  spoken  of  the  pretensions  of  its  proprie- 
tor to  core,  by  its  means,  certain  specified  diseases.  They  have  ex- 
hibited the  otter  fallacy  of  these  pretensions ;  and  will  now  add  their 
conviction,  founded  on  experience,  that  when  the  same,  or  nearly 
a  similar  formula  has  been  prescribed  by  the  regular  pbysMfal^ 
success  has  followed  its  use  in  cases  in  which  the  Panacea  Ikad 
either  failed  to  do  good  or  was  injurious.  The  reason  of  this  dif- 
ference of  result  is  obviously  to  be  found  in  the  judicious  timing 
of  a  remedy  on  the  part  of  a  physician ;  a  word  which  has  no  place 
in  the  vocabulary  of  a  quack,  any  more  than  the  practice  could 
be  appreciated  by  his  limited  capacity.  But  were  tbe  merits  of 
this  or  any  other  Panacea  or  quack  medicine  of  even  a  decided 
nature,  the  insurmountable  objection  remains  against  receiving, 
under  any  circumstances,  into  medical  practice,  or  of  fostering  by 
medical  eulogy,  the  use  of  a  secret  compound :  since  there  is  so 
iitlle  ccrtiiinty  of  its  uniform  preparation,  that  the  recommenda- 
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lioD  era  botOe  of  Panncea  lo  day,  canoot  appl]*  to  anoAer  boltl» 
prepared  to-morrow.  The  power  withheld  from  Ihe  membera  of 
ibe  medical  facully  of  exercising  any  BUpervision  imd  correclion 
in  this  secret  manufacture,  a  Dot  compenaaled  for  by  any  pledge 
which  the  individual,  who  clititns  Ihe  excluaire  right, can  furnish^ 
00  Ibe  score  of  talents,  educatioo,  or  phitantbropy.  No  physician 
could  conacienliously  prescribe,  nor  apothecary  vend,  calomel  or 
tartar  emetic,  prepared,  no  matter  by  nhom,  if,  on  ioquiry  and 
comparison,  the  (lilferent  portions  of  the  article  were  of  unequal' 
strength,  and  possessed  of  difiereol  chemical  propertiei:  alill  less 
could  a  physician  or  apothecnry,  with  any  shadow  of  propriety,  ei' 
tend  the  slightest  coualennnce  or  eocouragemeDt  to  any  one  wh? 
ihould  arrt^ate  to  himself  Ibe  eiclusive  right  of  preparing  calo- 
mel or  tartar  emetic,  and  yet  reiuse  permissioD  for  competent 
persons  to  witness  bis  maaufaclure,  and  to  point  out  (ho  errors  ini 
his  mode  of  cooducling  it. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  the  commiitee,  as  they  are  well 
awareil  it  has  long  been  to  the  society,  that  circumstaaces  should' 
render  it  ncces?iiry  to  enforce  a  poaitioo,  the  truth  of  which  has 
always  beeo  adniKled  by  the  thinking  men  ia  every  profession, 
and  which  was  received  as  an  axiom  among  physicians.  A  hope 
may  now.  however,  be  reasonably  entertained,  Ih.tl,  although  (he 
correclness  of  the  general  principle  has  not,  as  in  former  limes,. 
carried  with  tl  entire  conviction,  the  direct  specification  of  facts- 
will,  in  future,  produce  uuanimily  of  sentiment  among  medical 
men,  notwithstanding  Ihe  partial  aberration  into  which  some  of 
them  may,  in  a  moment  of  misplaced  good  nature,  have  been  be- 
trayed. The  time  is  now  come,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  the 
necessity  isai  urgent  as  ever,  for  aline  of  demarcation  lobe  drawn 
between  the  advocates  of  empiricism,  with  all  its  unavoidably  at- 
lendant  train  of  evils,  and  (he  rightful  members  of  a  liberal  pro- 
fession, the  friends  of  learning  and  of  science.  What  physician,  who' 
retains  Ihe  high  conscientious  feelings  of  his  noble  calling,  will  sub- 
ject himself  to  Ibe  imputation  of  conniving  with  error  for  the  wages 
of  imposture?  Or  will  lire  eulogist  of  empirics  and  empiricism, 
console  himself  with  the  hard  allcrnalive  of  escaping  judgment 
of  corruption,  at  the  expense  of  his  understanding;  even  though 
an  observing  world  should  allow  him  (he  option  of  his  sentence? 

Another  evil,  of  scarcely  less  mognitade  than  the  oat  whict 
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tt«  coBflMw  hive  jml  betii  depvecaliiigf  1%  ttQ^conency  girm 
by  tte.idailjF  presti  tCMSveiy  garbled  and  iMurtliMlMMeDt  of  ci^ 
dlofid'telHe  beeft  offootedby  tbe  Tviotti  Wttnik  DOwi» 
tqfoo.  mi  ccioneif  greatly  at  faiteea  wHb  4iepria«med  do- 
ties  of  neiMpapereAtort;  whoaro  iiflihiiOOt,iBJBafteri  aSenfrpM 
]Nur^  ^tka,  to  be  Ika  ready  echoes  oCeiiiarte  atatemeDta}  iriiidi 
ttay  exercise  a  pemickms  influeDce  OTor  Ihe  health  and  morals  of 
Ike  ceauBini^.  JdIUs  instance^  howa!rer,  their  landatMyttotlces^ 
arhether  origlaal  or^jrepoblished,  are  ipell  calculated  to  oDcoarage 
a  worse  than  lotteqi  gambliog  amoog  their  pooper  aod  leas  oa- 
%hl«bed  ftUow  diaens ;  by  kadiiig  fbese  latter  to  sn  expendl' 
tore  of  money  Mtirely  beyond  their  meanai  for  which  not  one 
out  of  a  hnndred  recei?ea  an  adequate  eqoifaleDt;  while  TOiy 
many  have  their  health  irreparably  faijared.  -Itisi.'at  present^ 
hwcnoeirable,  how  some,  who  Taloe  themselves  on  theia  rifff 
schohunhip,  and  who  are,  commonly,  so  prone  to  dilate  on  j|Mb 
sensitive  regnd  for  the  pnbBc  weal  and  the  caoM  of  jostieoy 
shonid  sSgnaline  themselTOs  on  this  occasion,  as  enlogists  of  Igno- 
rant conjectmre  and  random  eiperiment,  even  to  the  ezdosion^ 
in  their  papen,  of  counter  and  more  correct,  statements  of  the 
tmeraatuBe  of  tbe  alleged  wonder-working  powers  of  Panaceas^ 
The  best  commentary  on  this  systematined  abetting  of  the 
cause  of  empiricism,  is  to  be  met  with  fai  the  increased  number 
of  enquiries,  and  the  greater  boldness  and  yesumptuouslgotoranca 
of  tiiose  who  were  the  first  in  the  successful  career  of  deception* 
The  Panacea  of  Swahn  was  used  in  cancerous  affections,  ami 
waa  found  to  fail  so  rignally  in  producing  any  salutary  .effisct,  ae 
to  compel  its  proprietor  to  desist  from  recommending  k  if^aiick 
cases.  But  mark  the  consequence.  In  place  of  reiiring  abashed 
from  public  notice,  Mr.  Swaim,  who  had  persuaded  physicians  to 
certify  in  favour  of  his  Panacea,  by  alleging  his  Ignorance  of  <Bs« 
eases  and  of  remedies,  and  eipresslnghis  wish  merely  to  prepare 
a  nseful  compound,  to  be  prescribed  by  tbem,  now  assumes  the 
province  of  a  surgeon,  and,  emboldened,  by  past  immunity,  frons 
merited  censure,  asserts  his  ability  to  cure  cancers,  by  certain 
plasters  and  preparations,  known,  as  he  avers,  to  himself  alone* 
Swayed  by  the  authority  of  the  certificates  of  some  physiciansy 
and  the  frequent  pufis  of  newspaper  editors  in  praise  of  the 
Panacea^  Mrsw  *^^*^  a  lady  from  South  Carolhia,  placed  beneif 


nniler  Swaim's  care,  for  a  corroding  ulctr  or  llie  cheek  tiM 
nose.  After  tlie  lapae  of  a  certain  time,  and  ihe  application  oF 
■  pinsler,  which  was  said  to  have  "  drawn  oui  the  cancer  by 
the  root,"  the  poblJc  was  duiy  apprized,  in  the  National  Ga- 
zette, of  Ihe  wonderful  cure  alleged  lo  have  been  effected  on 
thii  lady,  aOer  all  Ihe  ikill  of  (he  medical  faculty  had  failed  lo 
afford  relief.  The  tacts  are,  (hat,  though  the  disease  was,  for 
B  trhlle,  alleviated,  by  meuna  familiar  lo  the  profession,  it  was 
never  cured  ;  and  h  now  in  a  worse  slate  than  before.  The  no- 
loriefy  of  this  case,  in  consequence  of  convergalional  and  news- 
paper puffs,  induced  another  lady,  wi(h  a  cancerous  affec(ion  of 
the  chin  and  lip,  also  from  South  Carolina,  to  place  herselfunder 
this  new  cancer  doctor,  of  one  who  acknowledged  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  di^ases  or  remedies.  Her  condition  has  been  ad- 
verted to  in  Dr.  Emlf.k'i  communication.  The  (bird  case  was 
of  a  lady  from  Maryland ;  who,  notwithstanding  the  advice  of  her 
distinguished  medical  attendant,  to  avoid  harsh  measures  for  her 
disease,  a  cancer  of  (he  breaa(,  had  recourse  lo  Swaim,  to  cure 
her.  He  was  intrusted  (o  do  that,  which  he  never  could  do,  on 
the  strength  of  what  he  had  never  done.  After  many  mouths  of 
acute  suffering  from  his  applications,  and  with  her  disease  ag- 
gravated, she  has  abandoned  (he  Panacea  man,  and  is  now  under 
the  care  of  Drs.  Physick  and  Horber.  Facta  of  this  nature  are 
pregnant  with  instruction.  If  the  experience  of  former  times, 
and  (he  lessons  of  sound  and  practised  JDdg[iien(,  had  been  allowed 
their  proper  weight,  they  ought  ntver  to  have  happened.  Tlic 
responsibility  lor  their  occurrence  must,  perhaps,  he  divided  j 
and  each  one  concerned  will,  no  doubt,  endeavour  (0  incur  as 
small  a  share  as  possible. 

The  information  obtained  by  the  committee,  in  reply  to  the 
circular  of  the  Medical  Society,  has  been  chietly  on  the  subjecl 
of  (he  Panacea  of  Swaim :  but,  as  far  as  facU  have  come  to  ihcir 
knowledge,  there  is  every  reason  (o  believe,  (hat  the  other  Pnna- 
ceas,  and  the  Ca(lio(icon,and  Columbian  Syrup,  are,  in  composition 
and  general  effec(s,  similar  to,  if  not  identical  with,  the  noslnim 
of  Swuim.  The  proprietors  and  venders  of  nil  of  them  publish 
accounts  of  wonderful  cures,  performed  by  ibeic  use  ;  bul  nil 
ought  (u  be  viewed  with  equal  mistrust,  and,  for  the  reasons  al- 

ady  giveli,  be  treated   with  uolaiuurby  ihc  icguUir  practi- 
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Urn^H  wIm  regards  bliiBelf  «b  oae  nf  tht  ifwrdfnnn  nf  )ii|i  hwlMi 
nf  bis  fello^w  Gitizens.  .j/>Ai":  >  . 

«.  The  caMp, which  have  been  related  to  tte  comnitttef.or  the 
hnvh  and  Tlolent  effects  of.  a  preparatioD,  sold  under  the  naow 
of  Swaioi'a  Vemiifoge,  watrant  their  caatioaing  their  medical 
brethren  against  ita  use ;  and  mflng  then^a0  far  as  their  inflaence 
extends,  to  forbid  mothen,  or.^mi^  of  .Jhaoilies,  from  giving  to 
their  children,  a  niixtare,  which,  at  times,  operates  with  all  the 
handiness  of  a  poison.    -  . 

W»  E.  HORNER,  Chairm^  ^ 
THOSr.  HARRIS,  : 

JOSEPH  KLAPP,  >  }.ComiMittMb 

.  CHARLES  D.  MEIGS, 

JOHN  BELL, 
Dtztmhvt  15,  18 17. 


APPENDIX- 

[A]— pp.  151.  161. 

SocH  eiliBsi?e  mischief  has  resulted  te  the  puUc,  and  more 
particularly  to  tho/jp^rer  classes  of  the  community,  from  the 
countenance  injo^fidouslj  giyen  to  rarlous  empirical  nostromai 
by  members  of  the  medical  profession,  that  it  becomes  the  doty 
of  every  one  who  regards  the  proper  interests  of  society,  to  vt& 
pose,  as  far  as  possible,-  the-  fallacy  of  the  e?idence  urged  in  fa- 
vour of  their  mifaculUmi  powers.  With  this  view,  1  tender  yo« 
the  following  remarks. — 

Mr.  Swaim,  armed  with  a  certificate,  signed  by  Dr.  Wiixiah 
Paice,  and  another  by  Samuel  Masov,  the  one  at  the  time  a  Sur^ 
geon,  and  the  other  a  former  steward  of  the  Pennqrlvania  Hospi- 
tal, has  asserted,  that  his  Panacea  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Surgeons  of  that  Institution,  and  that  its  effects  were  attended 
with  the  happiest  results  in  those  cases  in  which  it  was  employed 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  these.    By  the  express  desire  of  Dr. 
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WuuAM  Pnics,  the  two  manners  then  On  dot;  permilled  a  trial 
ofthe  Panacea,  under  the  superitilendence  of  Mr.  8waim. 

This  permiBaioD  waa  necessary,  on  accoant  of  a  law  of  the 
Hospital,  which  prohibited  any  practitioner  from  interfering  with 
4he  treatment  of  the  patJenls,  untese  be  was  regularly  elected  an 
«Sicer  of  the  inatitulion  ;  and,  aa  the  introductk>a  of  Mr.  Swaim, 
did  undoubtedly  give  freat  offence  to  some  of  Dr.  Price's  col- 
leagues in  office,  the  step  could  not  have  been  taken  without  the 
aanction  of  the  managers.  But,  in  granting  this  sanction,  those 
gentlemen  transcended  their  prerogative,  and  encroached  upon 
that  of  the  board. 

The  remedy  was  employed  regularly,  in  only  two  cases  that  1 
can  recollect;  and  one  other  employed  it  after  leaving  the  Hos- 
pital. The  former,  to  whom  the  certificate  of  Dr.  Pivice  refers, 
were,  Mrs.  Tregomain,  a  woman  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  affect- 
ed with  extensive  ulceration  of  the  hand  atfd  cheek,  apparently 
resulting  from  disease  of  the  periosteum;  and  Owen  Laugblin— 
«ith  necrosis  of  the  upper  jaw,  on  the  left  side. 

In  the  absence  of  my  senior  colleague,  Dr.  T.  H.  Ritchie, 
ihose  patients  fell  properly  to  my  care,  as  House-Sai^eon,  some 
titne  before  their  discharge;  but,  as  1  was  unwilling  to  associate 
flnyself  in  any  manner  with  Mr.  Swaim,  1  took  no  charge  of  those 
^ases,  merely  contenting  myself  with  silently  watching  the  pro- 
cess of  the  disease. 

That  Mrs.  Tregomain  improved  under  the  use  of  the  Panacea, 
is  certainly  true,  and  that  she  lefY  the  house  nearly  well,  is  also 
true ;  but  I  can  only  account  for  the  unqualilied  language  of  Dr. 
Price's  certificate,  by  supposing  that  his  sanguine  admiration  of  a 
remedy,  which  shortly  after  led  him  to  Europe,  as  its  avowed 
-disseminator,  must  have  induced  him  to  believe,  too  readily,  and 
without  sufficient  examination,  the  apparent  proofs  of  permanent 
cure,  for  I  well  recollect  to  h.ive  seen  a  discharge  from  one  of  the 
titcira  on  iht  cheek  the  very  day  of  her  quilting  the  Hoapitai.  Add  to 
this,  that  Mrs.  Tregomain  assured  mc  that  her  disease  had  been 
nearly  cured  at  several  different  times,  previous  to  her  admission 
into  the  Hospital ;  and  that,  at  the  time  of  commencing  the  use  of 
the  Panacea,  she  bad  been  for  ?ome  time  improving  by  the  effect 
of  other  remedies;  and  we  shall  be  inclined  lo  doubt  the  very  su- 
jicrior  agency  of  the  noalruDi  in  this  case. 
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,  Thi9  vviforiiM^ate  ^oman  went  ta  Cbarlef Urn  pr  1iijrimM|[t  wilXi 
a  professed^  hut  Illegal  protector,  w^o.Jiei  ihw^kj,wa4^^,fii\tj. 
^eituently  de8trojra4^|ienelf  by  taking  laudanuai.  I  was  tofpr|ie4 
bjr.  ,9>  .geodemap  fVftMi  ^  receired  a  letter  fro»  ber  laii4)iMn|^ 
4iiriog  the  ioqairi^jfrowiDgiCil^f  thereriMal  of  ieveral  i|piirie«|| 
dnili  ol'her  comfmiioD,  oo  a  wealthy  house  In  this  cHy,  that  htf 
4espair  was  the  result  of  her  Ipi^Uity  tp  gain  a  KTBtihoed^  «i»  cof^ 
Jtfiiefice  of  ik$  epnditum  of  Atr  hmA^  wAidk ,«««  >^  cepfred  «tli| 

With  regard  to  ilvi  cue  of . Owen  I^oghUp,  mjr  rtcpH^^o  Sf 
clear,  that  I  was  astonished  at  the  employment  (tf  t^he  Panacea,  ifji 
^  case  that  i9as^  ^leedUy  terminate. ievpwrf^ly  .by  Ib^  pow^eiy  of 
nataDe^  T^e  patient  had  a  necrosed  jaw,  with,  the  se^nestroji^ 
)[pQse*. .  U.came  a^aj  in  .a  ffhprt  U^se,  asinjgbt  haye  bet%ezpecjh 
pi\  mA  tjbi^  P9U^  recpyered.  . 

The  M^e  remedy  was  also  employed  in  ^  cafte  ojT  a.8eamap|. 
Jby  the  name  ol^Anderson;  hot  this  patient  ^as  not  placed  ui^def 
Wl  ®J^)  ^°<^  I  b<^^^  PO  recollection  of  iJU 

Robert  Ryan,  to  whom  the  .certificate  pf  S4ifucL  lifAsoif  f je|ier>r 
^as  affected  with  necrosis,  which  de^trpyed  ne^irly  all  the  sbaAof 
the  bone ;  he  generally  enjoyed  good  health  during  the  periodf 
which  elapsed  between  the  femoral  of  the  seqi^tra ;  and  at  thes^ 
tinnes  he  officiated  as  an  ^assistapt  in  tj^e  surgical  wards:  so  fha^ 
the  pj[c|ure  pf  misery  which  he  is  said  to  have  suffered  during  tlie 
whole  tini^iifJlMa  residence  in  the  I-{ospHal,>  certainly  drawn  {9 
colours  far  loo  deep  ftix  nature.  Robert  suffered  eiceedingly  at 
tlaMSy  when  a  sequestrum  was  loosening  rapidly,  as  occurred 
perhaps  two  or  three  Umes  a  year,  during  four  or  fi?e  years  that 
\  watched  the  casp — at  other  tiines  he  was  a  gay  ai»d  lively  man, 
haTlQg  np  more  pi^  to  contend  yi^ith,  than  is  usua)  in  necrosii^ 
Hii  ^^  seques.tnim  came  away  while  I  was  abfent ;  but  I  have 
been  inforQied,  both  bj  his  phy^cians  and  him^lf,  that^  on  this 
occasion  the  entjire  upper  part  of  the  dead  sh^ft  of  the  bone  waf 
/^IMived,  and  Robert  ;re.coyered  hif  bejldj^ jvitjb  great  nipM|% 
Dfting  this  convalescence  he  commenced.the  use  of  the  Panacea^ 
and  perhaps  the  most  that  can  be  said,  is,  that  it  did  not  retard 
the  cure. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  thef  apacea  has  never  been  properljr 
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inlrojiireil  intnllir  IVnnsylv' 
in  which  il  iva?  emplnyoil  n 


nh  Hospital;  anil  Ihat  the  lew  cases 
^rc  ill  sclecleil,  anil  or  doubtrni  re- 
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[II]— lip.  165.  167. 


!t  o/DMlltfolloTrins  the  Use  of  the  Panacta  of  Stt-aim;  Irniis- 
tnilled  in  a  lellci  from  Dr.  Hofkinson  to  ihe  Comtniltce. 


A  young  married  tromnn  came  ondcr  mj  care,  sererni  years 
since;  chiefly  on  aceonnl  ol*  a  [larliul  anchylosis  ef  the  Mp-joint, 
on  the  right  side.  She  wn?,  moreover,  much  emaciated  ;  and  had 
not  mcnslrunlcU  ibr  a  consliierable  lime,  which  she  allributed  'to 
exposure  to  cold.  From  her  own  account,  it  would  appear,  thai 
most  of  her  complaints  arose  from  rhcumulism;  under  which  she 
had  so  long  suffered,  that  her  constitution  appeared  completely 
broken  down.  She  had  what  I  would  term  the  scrofulous  dia- 
thesis.  The  affection  of  Ihe  hip,  she  aflirmei),  was  the  result  of 
exposure  ton  current  of  air,  and  had  been  considered  and  treated, 
ever  since,  entirely  as  rheumatic.  In  addition  to  Ibis,  she  had, 
in  the  groin  of  the  same  side,  a  iistnlons  oriAce,  from  which  was 
Jischarged,  in  moderate  quantity,  a  watery  secretion.  Further 
particulars,  not  being  essential  to  the  objects  of  this  history,  are 
omit  led. 

She  was,  al  the  time  I  saw  her  first,  under  the  use  of  the  Pa- 
nacea, of  which  she  had  tallen,  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  nearly 
two  bottles.  This  medicine  was  immediately  laid  aside,  and  she  was 
treated  mildly,  according  to  the  symptoms,  the  minulia;  of  which 
are  not  recollected,  with  a  moderate  diet,  be.  She  toolc,  for  some 
time,  however,  IIooPKn's  pills,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  her 
bowels  soluble,  and  with  a  hope,  at  the  same  lime,  of  restorlog 
tlic  menstrual  discharge.  All  llial  was  done  for  her  seemed  to 
elfect  no  improvement  in  her  condilion.  Finally,  at  the  urgent 
■  and  herself,  she  was  permitted  to  dis- 
les,  find  to  resume  the  use  of  Ihe  Pana- 
■e,  had  been  originally  given  to  her  lo 


solicitation  of  her  mothei 
continue  all  other  medic 
tea;  which,  I  may  obsoi 


:ure  her  rhcnmalism.     AccorilingJy,  another  bolllc  was  sent  for. 
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A  short  time  after  this,  she  compLiiueil  of  great  soreness  of  lier 
tnouth  and  throat;  which  resulted  in  a  salivation,  followed  by  di- 
arrhoea of  the  most  obstinate  nature.  These  symptoms  were 
Immediately  attributed  to  the  pills  which  I  had  ordered;  nor  could 
1  ever  convince  her,  that  not  a  grain  of  mercury  had  been  givea 
to  her  in  my  prescriptions.  In  this  belief  she  died,  about  a  week 
or  two  af\.er  the*  appearance  of  the  two  last  named  symptoms. 

Before  her  decease,  1  had,  from  my  suspicions,  questioned  her 
mother,  concerning  the  directions  the  latter  had  received,  as  ta 
the  manner  of  using  the  Panacea,  &c.  Her  unbiassed  and  unpre^ 
tending  account  was  to  the  following  effect :  That,  first,  a  white 
powder  was  pbi  into  an  empty  bottle  in  her  presence— that  this 
liottle  was  then  filled,  down  stairs,  with  the  syrup,  and  she  directed, 
always  to  shake  the  botUe  well  before  the  medicine  was  given. 
This  injunction  was  faithfully  and  fatally  pursued.  Drs.  Uodgc 
and  Hats  both  saw  the  case,  previous  to  its  termination ;  and  as- 
sisted in  the  post  mortem  examinations,  which  developed  the  fol- 
lowing state  of  things  within. 

The  orifice  upon  the  thigh,  led  to  an  extensive  sinus,  which  had 
originated  in  a  caries  of  some  of  the  vertebras.  The  hip-joint 
was  not  examined,  but  it  had  no  connexion  whatever  with  the 
sinus.  In  the  bowels  were  found  the  most  important  marks  of 
Pt  disease ;  for,  throughout  nearly  the  whole  tract  of  the  primse  viae^ 
we  discovered  ulcers  in  the  mucous  coat,  of  various  sizes,  and 
such  as  are  said  to  arise  from  the  inordinate  effects  of  corrosive 
sublimate.  These,  at  once,  explained  the  symptoms,  the  obsti- 
nacy, and  the  result  of  this  unfortunate  case. 

The  presumptive  conc1u9ion,  therefore,  is,  that  this  woman  took 
corrosive  sublimate,  in  the  syrup  given  to  her;  and  that  from  it 
arose  those  ulcerations,  which  induced  the  diarrhoea,  and  finally 
destroyed  her. 

I.  P.  HOi'KINSON,  M.  D. 
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tC]— p.  IW. 

Calf  of  Death  from   HiLmorrliagr,  following  the  Uie  of  the  Panacea 
ofSwaim;  recorded  id  a  letter  from  Dr.  Gaiffitu  to  the  Con> 

millee. 

The  only  qciack  tneilicine  alludeil  lo  in  your  circular  of  June 
lust,  ofwhich  1  hnre  been  enabled  lo  Judge,  is  "  Swnim^s  Panacea." 
This  I  have  seen  ndministereil  in  several  coses,  generally  fviU> 
out  producing  any  beneficial  eflecla.  In  one  case,  however,  of 
obilinale  aild  ill  condilioned  ulcers,  it  tvaa  certainly  of  use.  Of 
its  dangerous  nature  when  taken  without  due  attention,  1  met  with 
B  melancholy  instance  socm  afler  its  inlroduclion.  la  1 83-,  I  was 
called  to  a  man,  ni  lh»l  lime  residing  in  Blackberry  Alley,  said  lo 
be  dying  of  hemorrhage.  I  founil  him  discharging  great  quanli' 
lies  of  blood  from  his  mouth  and  nose,  and  threatened  with  suflo- 
cation  from  his  inability  lo  rise.  The  flow  proceeded  from  large 
and  deep  ulcerations  of  the  mouth,  which  implicated  several  small 
arteries.  By  Ihe  usual  means,  the  hemorrhage  was  arrested. 
On  inquiry,  I  found  that  he  had  been  ainicted  with  rheumatic 
pains,  for  some  time,  for  which  some  friends  had  recommended 
Swaim's  Panacea  :  he  had  taken  about  three  or  four  bottles,  when 
it  produced  a  violent  salivalion,  which  ended  in  extensive  slough- 
ing of  the  jaws.  lie  declared  that  he  had  tukenno  other  pedicine. 
-Next  day,  I  requested  Or.  Havs'Io  see  him  with  me,  which  he  did. 
The  man  remained  in  a  tolerably  comfortable  situation  for  a  day 
or  two;  when  the  hemorrhage  again  occurred,  and,  before  any 
iiUistance  could  be  rendered,  he  sank  under  the  discharge. 

R.  EGLESflELD  GRIFFITH,  M.D. 


[D]— p.  iro. 

Statement  nf  (he  EJtcis  afS-j.-aimU  Panacea.     By  Dr.  Jicksoh 

The  lirst  knowledge  1  had  of  Swaim's  Panacea,  was  in  II 
winter  of  1021-22.  My  younger  brother,  from  an  injury  i 
ceivcd  in  Ihe  ankle  joint,  had  long  been  labouring  under  a  chi 
nic  iDflammnlion  of  its  ligaments,  Hud  probably  its  cartilages;  a' 
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which  eventaated  in  anchyloiis.  A  small  shras  remained,  from 
which  wda  occasionally  discharged  a  sero-pomloid  fluid,  neTer 
exceedibg  a  few  drops^  at  a  time. 

A  sealons  partizan  of  the  Panacea,  became  very  urgent  tliat 
mj  brother  should  give  it  a  trial.  Satisfied  that  no  means  could 
remedy  the  condition  of  the  joint;  and  that  time,  with  warm 
weather,  to  admit  of  exercise,  was  alone  required  to  restore  Us 
l^neral  strength,  I  was  opposed  to  the  quackery  tliat  was  so 
much  desired. '  At  this  time,  a  young  lad  of  this  city.  Master  W^ 
was  taking  tlie  PanAcea,  for  a  disease  of  tlie  hip-joint;  aiad,  it  was 
asserted  boldly,  was  recoTering  from  Its  employment  In  a  few 
months  after,  however,  he  died.  A  man  whose  neck  was  covered 
with  scars,  said  to  proceed  from  ulcers  cured  by  the  Panacesii 
Was  brought  to  my  brother  and  the  family,  as  a  specimen  of  III 
wondrous  powers.  These  tneans  created  so  powerful  an  imprea- 
sion  on  the  minds  of  my  brother  and  motherj^t  they  became 
very  solicitous  to  employ  it ;  and,  lielieving  no  harm  would  probar 
irfy  result  from  Its  use,  1  withdrew  my  opposition,  and  my  brother 
coDunenced  taking  the  Panacea.  I  examined  the  first  botUe  that 
was  procured ;  and  immediately  pronounced  it  to  be  the  syrup  of 
Cuisinler,  a  remedy  1  had  been  accustomed  to  prepare^  and  pra^ 
scribe  In  old  cutaneous  ulcerations,  and  syphiloid  affections.  My 
opinion  was,  however,  attributed  to  professional  prejudice.^ 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Swaim  requested  me  to  ai^ompany  him  t» 
visit  a  patient  in  Kensington^  affected^  as  he  said,  with  a  cancer^ 
and  who  was  about  to  commence  with  his  medicine— that  I  might 
be  satisfied  of  its  powers.  This  patient  was  Mrs.  Hooker ;  whose 
case  is  detailed  very  imperfectly  in  Swaim^s  pamphlet  of  ^^  Cases 
cured,  &c.'^  page  37  f  and  of  which  a  certificate  was  given  by  the 
late  Dr.  KjiiOHt. 

•  In  in^  brother,  no  marked  effect  resulted  from  the  Panacea  at  first  It 
was  contmucU  until  he  had  taken  aiz  or  eight  bottles.  While  under  its 
use,  a  slight  cough  came  on  that  was  attributed  to  cold:  it  grew  worse;  be- 
came unyielding;  and  finally,  the  unequirocal  sjrmptoms  of  tuberculous 
phthisis  were  unfolded.  Early  in  the  spring,  the  expecUtions  that  had 
been  built  on  the  amiable  cliaracter,  and  promising  talents  of  tliis  jrouth* 
were  blasted  by  his  death.  I  have  frequently  reproaclied  myself  with  con- 
renting  to  the  experimental  quackery  in  his  case;  and  have  apprehended 
that  the  development  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs,  was  the  consequence  of  the 
irritation  of  the  corrosive  sublimate  of  the  Psnaccs,  in  a  conftitution  strong- 
ly dispoKd  to  scrofula* 
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Tills  woman  1  I'ound  under  a  liorril'le  sativalion,  brought  on 
by  an  cxcesKivc  use  of  mercury.     She  had  been  {iluccd  under 

tliie  treatmenl  by  Dr. ,  of  the  Northern  Liberlica ;  hi  conse- 

quence  of  blotches  and  pimples  appearing  on  the  skin,  succeeding 
to  delivery.  She  had  taken,  according  to  her  accouol,  an  im- 
moderate quantity  of  pill?,  which  appeared  lo  me  to  contain  cor- 
rosive sublimate. 

At  the  time  I  saw  her,  the  saliva  was  running  in  an  incessant 
siream  from  her  mouth.  The  I'aucea  and  gums  ^cre  ulcerated, 
nnd  n  lai^e  ulcer  existed  on  one  of  the  feet.  Her  disease  was 
clearly  mercurial,  and  brouglit  on  by  her  attending  physician. 

I  assured  Mr.  Swaim,  he  ivoulil  find  no  difficulty  in  curing  liiat 
case,  and  (he  first  step  towards  it  was  throwing  her  box  of  pills 
iuto  the  fire:  good  nourishing  diet,  even  without  his  Panucea, 
would  complete  the  rest.  The  infant  of  this  woman  was  cmnci- 
ated,  from  the  lit  condition  of  its  mothers  milk  j  but  I  do  not  re- 
collect that  it  had  any  ulcerations  on  its  surface. 

Reluming  from  our  visit  to  this  patient,  I  told  Mr.  Swalin,  I  w^ii 
satisfied  bis  Panacea  was  the  same  ns  the  syrup  of  Cuisiuier;  tlic 
mode  of  preparing  which  I  mentioned  to  him:  ho  turned  round, 
and  asked  me  if  I  "  told  that  to  the  doctors." 

The  next  case  that  fell  under  my  notice,  in  which  Ihc  Panacea 
had  been  employed,  was  thnl  of  n  Udy  of  this  cily,  who  sent  (or 
me  on  account  if  a  violent  ophthalmia,  with  which  she  hnd  been 
attacked.  Whilst  examining  the  eye,  1  was  struck  with  the  mer- 
curial fcetor  of  tier  breath,  and  inquired  into  its  cause.  She  lolil 
me  her  mouth  had  become  very  sore,  and  the  teeth  were  so  tender 
she  could  acnrcelj  eal;  and  1  found,  on  examining  the  gums,  she 
was  sahvalcd.  This  she  insbted  was  impossible,  as  she  liad  taken 
nothing  but  Swaim's  Panacea:  I  asiturcd  her  nothing  was  more 
likely,  as  1  was  satislied  the  aclivc  principle  was  corrosive  subli- 
male.  Mr.  Swaim  called  the  same  day  lo  see  his  patient;  and, 
when  reproached  for  the  sallvalion  that  had  been  induced,  he 
declared  it  was  produced  by  his  medicine  stirring  up  Ihe  old  mct- 
cury  in  her  system.  This  lady  had  nut,  however,  for  mure  than 
eight  years,  taken  a  single  grain  of  mercury  iu  any  shape.  Plr. 
Swaim  look  away  the  bottle  uf  Panacea,  (bough  not  half  cousum- 
ed,  and  replaced  it  with  anulttcr. 

Soon  alici  my  elccllon  as  one  of  the  physluaua  of  Ihc  Aleut 
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House,  I  gave  to  the  apothecary  of  that  establishmeDt,  Mr.  Markt^ 
the  formula  for  preparing  Cuishiier^s  syrup.  It  was  immediately 
employed  in  some  cases  of  cutaneous  ulceration,  of  long  stancKng, 
and  with  great  success.  Since  that  period,  it  has  been  employed 
in  that  Institution ;  during  which,  not  a  bottle  of  Swaim^s  Panacea 
has  been  administered  to  the  patients. '  In  the  Alms  House,  I  have 
frequently  had  patients  under  my  chai^^e^who  bad  been  treated  in- 
effectually by  Mr.  Swaim,  with  his  Panacea;  and  1  have  had  several 
In  private  practice,  in  which  it  had  proved  wholly  inefficacious. 
Dr.  J.  Rhea  BAEtoN  has  exhibited  to  me  two  patients,  one  of  true 
scrofula ;  both  of  whom  were  promised,  unhesltatinglj,  a  core 
from  the  Panacea^  but  wboae  diseases  became  mfinltely  worse  mi* 
dcr  the  treatment,  god  were  finally  abandoned.  Onenf  |1m»  Jut* 
since  been  entirely  cured  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Barton. 

SAMUEL  JACKSpir,  H.  D,  ' 
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^BTICLI  XVIl. — Elemcnti  ef  Operative  ASdvifiry!  ctrnpriiing  a  Betcripliaa 
af  terlain  J^rv  and  fmprn-ed  Prwert  far  tuidtling  Difficull  and  Dan- 
gertui  Labtun.  IlbiHraledbs  Plalet:  ffUh  Caulionari/ Strieluret  on  the 
Mpraper  vie  of  rmtnimenlt.  By  DiviD  D.  D*Tls,  H.  D.  &c.  ko. 
London,  1825.     4to.  pp.  3M, 

Titia  work  is  divided  Into  fire  sections!  of  which  Seaion  I.  coiubtt  o( 
gener«1*i>d  introductory  remarks  on  Opentire  Uidwifeiy.  Stdiim  II.  it 
of  the  ute  of  Obstetric  Instrumenta.  Seclion  III, — ReTTivkion  the  use  and 
special  prOpettiei  of  the  Long  Forcepsj  wllh  su^eitions  for  certain  other 
modifications  of  ObsCetnc  Instniments.  Section  IV. — Of  other  Expedients 
for  preaerring  the  lives  both  of  the  mother  and  her  ofTspring.  Siction  V. — 
Of  Obstetric  Operations,  calcuhited  to  insure  the  more  important  hfe  of  Ihs 
mother. 

Our  readers  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  above  excellent  work  of 
pr.  Dim,  would  doubtless  be  pleased  to  have,  at  least,  an  ample  and  com- 
plete outline  of  the  author's  work.  In  giving,  however,  as  above,  a  list  of 
his  sections,  we  have  only  indicated  the  masses,  as  it  were,  of  which  the 
volume  is  composed]  and  are  sony  that  we  cannot,  in  this  place,  eihibit 
more  of  the  details.  Sjich  works  as  these  arc  calculated  to  obviate  the  too 
current  and  injurious  impressions  u  to  the  futility  of  close  study,  or  exten- 
sive observation  for  the  acquisition  of  a  contpetsnt  knowledge  of  midwifery  i 
of  which  the  duties  and  doctrines  are  thought  to  be  few  and  simple.  Dr. 
Dtvis  complains  of  the  increaseof  this  sentiment,  even  amoijg  members  of 
Iheprofessioniandjustlyattributea  it  to  want  of  proper  knowledge.  Those 
who  hold  such  doctrines  sre,  says  he,  the  very  people  to  drive  the  steel 
into  thelivingfo:tal  brain— they  are  "often  too  ignorant  to  recognise  some 
of  the  difhculties  here  supposed,  and  therefore,  probably,  wholesale  deal- 
ers in  one  or  two  of  th£  capital  operations  of  midwifery."  We  might  cry 
out,  alas!  for  Obstetric;  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  if  the  art  requires  such 
an  apparatus  of  instruments  as  Dr.  Divisdescribesin  his  work,  Anappsra- 
tusofforccpi  of  every  length,  shape,  curve,  »nd  form,  whatsoever,  In  some^ 
tbeblades  of  different  lengths;  in  others,  the  two  blades  of  different  breadths, 
fenestrx,  &c.  The  crotchets  and  instruments  for  removing  the  skull  after 
embryolomy,  are  cstrcmely  well  contrived,  both  for  s»fely  and  efficacy ;  but 
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we  fnusl  refer  ii>  die  work  ilaeli;  biiiI  to  ilic  liihogmpliic  prinit,  'if  wliicii 
there  are  twenty,  tttoai  of  iliem  conlMning  BCTerul  figures. 

One  might  he  led  to  suspect  a  great  fontine»s  for  tiic  use  of  inatmmcnls, 
in  the  author  of  socxtcnaireQ  workoii  operatire  midwifery:  but  I  he  author 
Mjis,  (p.  16,}  and  huving  read  llic  whole  work  cartfiilly  we  can  bear  wit- 
nenfot  him:  "It  will,  indeed, soon  he  aeeii,  that  tlierc  are  no  indueemenis 
held  oul  in  the  present  piiblication  fur  mix  e<peritnciiti  on  human  lifet 
and  tliat  the  few  aiUlitiiitiataiiinfiitnieil  timH-n'itKch  it  professes  to  fumiib 
for  tbe  aril  are  never  recommended  to  he  en>pla|ye(l  hut  by  persons  of  ample 
competence,  bolli  lo  judge  of  their  cipediency,  and  to  use  tliem  with  per- 
fect dexterity  and  nicccw." 

The  autlior  liokls  the  following  slmiii  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  his 

"  The  truth  is,  and  it  should  not  he  concealed  b;  side  wind  complimenli, 
that  ihe  entire  subject  of  uperative  midwifery,  has  been  in  a  slate  of  the 
roost  abject  neglecl  for  the  last  forty  years.  By  this  1  do  not  mean  to 
UMH,  that  instrtimenlsof  one  kind  or  another  have  riot  been  cmploycil 
with  sufficient  frequency^  nor  thai,  in  many  instances,  they  liftTc  not  been 
employed  unneccslarily  during  that  period.  Cod  knows,  thetC^ptse  is  my 
firm  conviction.  What,  on  (he  contrary.  1  do  mean  to  assert,  i,  that  this 
encntial  department  of  obstotrios  has  bc^n  ihamefully  undervalued  as  k 
study;  and  its  practice,  a*  might  be  eipecicd  from  a  general  incompeleaoB 
for  its  duties,  has  heen  the  subject  a!  all  «urt  of  ahuMS.  /miij  be  ni'i. 
laketii  but  it  is  really  my  opinion,  thiit  not  one  practitioner  in  tifLy,  during 
the  last  ftfly  years,  has  possessed  a  competent  elementary  knowledge  of 
the  me  of  obslclrical  instruments,  upon  fii'sl  engaging  in  tlie  practice  of 
hia  profession:  and  how  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  the  pn^cr  mechanics 
of  the  art  have  never  been  made  the  subject  of  adequate  insthiclion  in  out 

The  importance  ofstudy,  careful  itDdy.isezpoted  as  follow^  in  ipeaking 
of  the  pretensions  to  confidence  which  have  no  good  foundation  in  study, 
in  those  practitioner*  Who  hope  never  to  have  diRicult  caM>  in  their  pimc- 
tice.  "  Supposing  the  real  circumalance*  of  these  pretensiona  ware  to  be- 
come  known,  bow  would  Ihe  argumeoL  founded  on  the  alleged  mifrequency 
of  dangerous  births,  he  receired  by  k  distracted  husband,  suddenly  bereft 
of  an  almost  idolized  wife,  U^RM,  or  perchance  his  only  eanbly  trcMura, 
by  the  bungling  IncompetrtaTV  her  medical  attendautP  A*  a  nutter  of 
moral  right,  a  man  surely  can  have  no  more  right,  a*  to  the  prii^ple  of 
the  thing,  to  incur  the  cluince,  or  evflk  aremotc  poatibility  which  be  could 
avoid,  of  becoming  the  cause  of  a  premature  loas  of  UflB  Lo  one  individual, 
than  he  can  have  of  becoming  the 
dred." 

Sued  is  the  b<dd  style  in  which  Dr.  Divis  denounces  tbe  p 
who  will  not  take  pains  to  make  himselfacciuuntedwitbhiEdutietiand  we 
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IVeely  rommcn^l  I.>  Ihe  uttentiun  of  Ihe  prnfe»sion,  llie  « Imie  of  liLs  able 
romposltinn  on  Ihe  ttiitici  nni]  reiponsibilitin  which  in  this  nmltcr  lie  id 
heavily  on  them. 

The  whole  vohime  i>riill  of  sound  and  cuvfii  I  doctrine;  some  of  the  new 
powen  are  unquestionably  of  great  importince;  the  uie  of  imtriiTnenis, 
generally,  ia  fenced  round  in  ao  many  clear,  available,  and  merciful  pre- 
cepts, andtheexampleaaretoinalructivc.that  we  heartily  recommend  a  re- 
print of  the  book  for  the  um  of  (he  American  pntctilioner. 


Abticie  XVIII — Ohtrrvati-mt  upati  the  Origin  and  Lalrnt  Prrioil  of  Fevrr . 
By  Hkhbt  Minan,  A.  B.  H.  U-  M.  R.  I.  A.  Aiiiitant  Physician  to  Slec- 
vena'allospilil,  Physician  to  tlie  Inslilulion  for  the  DiscaBes  of  Children, 
Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  *l  the  Ucdico-Chinirgicil  School, 
park  Street,  &c.  &c.— Dublin  Huspital  Reports,  pp.  444.  5.36. 

Thu  que f^Imus  discussed  in  Ihe  essay,  the  title  of  which  is  given  above, 
.ire  ai  engrosiing  interest,  not  more  to  medicHl  men  than  to  society  at 
Vitf^.  On  the  manner  in  which  they  are  decided,  will  rest,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  nature  of  the  means  adapted  for  prevention;  which,  to  the 
guardians  of  medical  police,  is  iufiniicly  more  important  than  Ihe  best  de- 
vised method  of  cure. 

Dr.  MiKsn,  in  his  paper,  proposes  "  to  consider,  first,  the  manner  in 
which  febrile  tlisease  is  produced;  secondly,  the  aymptoms  which  manifest 
themselves  during  the  latent  perioil;  thirdly,  the  treatment  adapted  to  this 
stage  of  disease."  He  very  properly  insists  on  the  necessity  of  inlerro- 
gnting  nature  herself,  in  order  for  us  to  obtain  a  correct  knowledge  of  her 
operations;  for  which  purpose  we  inilit  engige  in  the  laborious  task  of  ob- 
serving minutely,  and  of  faithfully  recording  her  own  proceedings.  The 
•uU>or  uses  the  wonls  contagion  an<)  infection  synonymously;  adding,  that 
no  animal  poison  can  produce  its  specific  clfectB,  unless  it  come  into  con- 
tact with  the  kMty  upon  which  it  ads.  We  regret  this  adoption  of  two 
wofUs  to  erpress  what  he  believes  to  be  the  same  phenomenon,  when  llicy 
have  received  difTcrcnt  and  distinct  significations  from  many  respectable 
authorities,  and  are,  moreover,  really  susceptible  of  indicating  two  differ- 
ent sets  of  agencies.  In  agreeing  with  him,  that  "whether  a  poison  be 
palpable  or  volatile,  it  mutt,  to  produce  its  efTects,  be  applied  to  the  living 
body,"  we  think  ounelves  justifiable  in  affirming  llial  there  is  no  unequivo- 
cally demonstrated  volatile  contagion,  wliich  cannot  be  iliown  to  assume 
also,  at  times,  a  palpable  form.  The  variolous  poison,  which,  it  is  aitmii- 
ted,  may  ut  in  the  former  way,  is,  we  all  know,  unquestionably  pre- 
sented to  us  likewise,  in  the  latter  shape.  Where  the  poison,  such  as 
the  syphilitic,  always  assumes  a  pnlpabie  form,  we  are  satisfied  wi.h  the 
(ikct,  and  inquire   no  farther.     Rut  Hhrn  febrile  eflluvis  arc  enumerated 
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hj  the  lutlior,  iiaong  llie  volatile  and  impalpable  prriMrni,  aiitl  art  aiMuod 
as  illustrative  of  conUgioii,  we  <Hily  sec  a  begging  of  tbe  que*tioa,Md 
have  a  riglit  to  cliallcTige  him  for  proof.  Certain  ilia,  he  cannot  sbow  Ibc 
palpable  poison,  as  in  vaccinia  and  (fphilitt  nor  can  be  denanatrate  Iha 
volatile  alternating  with  tlic  palpable,  aa  la  aroall  pox  and  meaale*)  flatM 
of  diieaae  to  which  we  apply  the  tenn  cootagioiu;  We  arc  at  a  loM^tbcPt- 
lixe,  to  *ee  the  graunda  on  whieh  be  appliet  the  aame  woni  to  two  diflcf- 
ent  aeries  rfphenomena,  the  pro&Kt  of  very  wlcimit  and  distinct  clsMCS  of 
cwMes,as  wiien  he  apeaka  oftbccunugion  offi'ver;  nor  can  we  Kc  tlie  pro- 
priety of  luing  two  tlitTcrent  terms  fur  the  sime  cIom  of  causes,  as  when  he 
talk*  of  syphilis  or  small  pox  being  ini]  I  scrim  inatcly  contsgioua  or  iiifcclinus. 
The  palpable,  and  the  volatile  and  palpable,  ought,  we  apprehend,  to  receive 
aigntficalive  terms,  very  distinct  from  Ihe  impalpable  and  volatile.  Conta- 
gion IB  the  term  applied  to  animal  poisons  of  the  two  tirst  kinds,  which 
both  agree  in  being  palpablei  ami,  if  Ihe  aathor  docs  not  think  infection 
appropriate  to  Ihe  latter,  or  alleged  impalpable  cause  of  fever,  wc  Intreal 
him  to  selcci  some  olhcr  word,  but  to  leave  contagion  where  it  now  is. 

Dr.  Uiiasn  gives  a  iiuniber  of  cases,  some  of  which  occurred  under  his 
own  obscrvition,  and  others  were  derived  from  his  friends.  In  which  phy si- 
laana,  students  of  medicine,  nurses  and  others,  while  in  attendance  on  pa- 
tienta  with  typhus  fevers,  have  been  suddenly  assailed  with  an  insupportable 
•ntell  of  the  most  ofTcniive  kind,  which  was,  in  some  instances,  fallowed 
by  inmediatc  aod  most  intense  head-ach,  exhaustion  of  strength,  and  nau- 
■eft.  In  a  few  hours  aflerwar^ls,  succeeded  rigors,  and  all  the  symptoms  of 
ferer,  similar  to  those  under  which  their  respective  patients  bad  been  suf- 
fering. We  trantcribe  ene  of  these  cases,  aa  iUuatiatJTc  of  the  great  cbangw 
of  treatment  into  which  the  Iscuhy  have  been  led,  in  typhn*  fever. 

"A  young  gentleman  was  led,  by  motives  of  humanity,  to  visit  sane 
poor  people  who  lived  in  a  wretched  room,  in  one  of  the  nMTcnr  and  filOy 
lanes  of  this  city  (Dublin.)  There  happeiMd  to  be,  at  the  time,  two  rum 
of  bad  fever  in  tlut  small  and  ill  ventilated  apattmest.  On  opening  tb« 
door,  the  smell  tnuBedialely  sickened  bin.  He  returned  borne  i)bw«H, 
and  spent  an  agitated  and  restless  night.  I  met  him  on  the  next  day 
accidenUlly  in  the  street,  and  was  at  once  struck  with  tbe  remarkable 
change  in  the  Bipresiian  of  bis  countenance.  He  was  pale,  hia  skin  had 
a  dingy,  dirty  appearance,  there  was  ■  livid  (urcic  beneath  his  eye^  and  be 
com^ncd  of  great  languor  and  debility.  In  the  evening  of  that  day,  I 
viailcd  him.  I  found  him  in  bedt  hia  efea  were  deeply  sufiiised,  hii  cheeks 
nMich  flashed,  his  skin  intentely  boti  BMUth  parched)  tongue  loaded;  pulse 
130,  hll  and  rensting;  hi*  breathing  hurried  and  anxioui^  with  Iraqncnt 
sighing.  I  innnediately  opened  the  temporal  attcty,  and,  pheing  bin  ia 
tbe  ctcci  position,  allowed  the  blood  to  flow  in  quantity  about  M  ounces 
until  Ihe  colewr  fled  from  his  check  and  tips.  He  fehvety  nodi  icEend: 
■nd,  though  he  spent  the  mgbt  is  ■  tcstksa  asiinef,  with  daUrinm,  ]rft  fa 
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II  Ibe  lullowiiig  ilajr  quite  free  from  fever,  complaining  only  ol 

Though  some  urtlie  persons  wliiise  caoes  are  recorded  by  Dr.  Mima, 
h«d  enjoyed  their  wanted  gooil  health,  and  been  exempt  from  »ny  undue 
exertion  orfkli^e,  priorlo  their  exposure,  yet  othera  had  been  exhausted 
hy  much  mental  nnd  bodily  lubnur  or  previous  Indisposition.  Thus  Dr. 
WiHisc,  who  died  ofthc  fever,  hnd,  before  hii  visiting  a  patient  labouring 
underlyphus  fever,"  been  eiiK'ged  in  lecturing  for  Dr.  CLEOBomn,during 
the  preceding  day*,  and  had  very  much  over-worked  hiniBclf."  And 
Dr.  PiNKiHiDH,  u'ho  also  fell  a  victim  to  the  disease,  waa,  at  the  time  of 
his  viiiting  a  person  labouring  under  fever,  "rather  weak  and  dcUcatc, 
and  iflected  with  a  slight  bowel  complaint."  We  are  told,  in  reference 
to  Dr.  Cokvob's  case,  which  uliimaiely  ended  in  health,  that,  previously 
to  the  time  of  his  having  "  been  affected  with  tfcver,  he  had  been  u  gnod 
deal  cut  up  by  hard  reading  and  constant  attendance  at  hospitals."  The 
author's  phraseology',  when  he  tulU  us  of  one  physician  having  been  ■  over- 
worked,'  and  another  'a  good  deal  cut  up,'  is  no  doubt  intended  to  be 
familiar;  but,  to  our  ears,  tbc  languageof  an  ostler  or  a  soldier  is  not  well 
calculated  to  convey  very  accurate  ideas  of  the  fatigue  and  exliauation 
produced  by  profeHsiono)  exertion.  Low  and  cant  expressions  ought  to 
be  at  least  as  itudiously  avoided  by  a  medical  writer,  as  the  periphrasis 
of  highly  otaboraled  metaphor. 

Dr.  UiBSB,  in  illustration  of  his  views  of  the  manner  in  which  febrile 
miasmata  and  other  poisons  act  primarily  on  the  living  body,  gives  some 
csperimentB  on  the  effects  of  prussic  acid  applied  to  various  parts  of  the 
sentient  sur&ce.  The  result  was,  that,  in  a  space  of  time  not  exceeding 
five  teeenili,  the  effects  of  this  poison  were,  in  many  cases,  decidedly 
perceptible.  He  infers,  from  these  and  other  similar  phenomena,  that 
the  deleterious  effects  of  febrile  effluvia,  and  other  morbific  emanations 
and  volatile  poisons,  arc  not  dependent  imtnediately  on  absorption, 
but  on  their  simultaneous  sedative  impressions  on  the  sentient  exircmi. 
ties  of  the  nerves  and  brain.  'Allusion  is  made  to  that  portion  of  Dr. 
Dabhi'i  ciperiments,  which  go  to  prove  the  suspension,  or  even  pre- 
vention of  the  action  of  the  most  powerful  poisons,  applied  to  an  abraded 
surface,  by  placing  over  the  pai-t  an  exiiauated  glass.  Dr.  tlinsu,  in 
admitting  the  fact,  contests  the  validity  of  the  inference  attempted  to  be 
drawn,  viz:  that  the  cupping  glass  operates  by  preventing  the  pressure 
□f  the  airiand  consequently  by  preventing  absorption.  He  believes,  an 
the  contiyry,  that  the  edge  of  the  glass  presses  so  strongly,  and  at  times 
punfiilly,  against  the  skin,  as  to  produce  all  ihc  effects  of  a  ligature;  and  thus 
cuts  off  the  comtnunicatlon  between  the  parts  within  the  glass,  and  the  rest 
of  the  system;  added  to  which,  the  capillariea  of  the  included  part  are 
immensely  distended,  often  to  a  degree  sufhciejit  to  produce  ecchymo- 
M  and  petecluE.     In  fine,  there  is  not  only  a  stupunsion  of  absorption. 


but  every  vita)  action  must  he  impedeil  in  ii  {•;irt  ii>  tinciiiiislsiici^il.  anJ 
"  experiment  has  proved  that  the  same  ell'ccta  are  proiluccd  by  a  hgi- 
tuce  round  a  limb  is  by  the  cupping  glass:  and  :>  strong  pressure  made  by  u 
circular  body  without  at  all  removing  the  presaiire  aTthe  air,  will  be  as 
efficicious  as  the  exhausted  glass.  Thus  Uie  txperimtnls  with  the  eup[)ing 
glasses  neither  prove  "thn  absorption  is  necessoiy;  nor,  adiditling  its 
necessity,  do  they  prove  that  atmospheric  pressure  has  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  matter." 

Dr.  HiasB  next  investigates  the  circunutanccB  modifying  the  duratian 
of  the  latent  period  of  fever,  or  of  that  time  which  intervenes  Mrtwicn 
the  infliction  ofthc  injury  (application  of  the  cause)  and  the  appt^idait 
ufthe  first  well  marked  symptoms  of  the  disease.  We  find  nothing  very 
new  In  this  part  of  his  essay.  He  remarks,  on  that  variety  offerer,  cotn- 
monly  and  not  inaptly  termed  brain  fever,  tliat  it  is  of  most  frequent 
occurrence  amongst  those  who  have  previously  lived  intern peratcly,  and 
have  been  in  habits  of  almost  duly  Intoxication;  so  that  drunkenness  would 
appear  io  inSuence  febrile  disease  among  the  poor,  in  the  same  manner 
as  excessive  action  of  the  brain  among  the  rich:  and,  if  a  comparison  be 
instituted,  a  striking  resemblance  will  be  found  to  exist  between  the 
fever  of  an  habitual  drunkard,  and  the  fever  of  fhoie  whose  minds  have 
been  previously  in  a  state  of  continual  morbid  excitement ;  such  aa  those 
who  are  anxiously  engaged  in  literary,  professional,  or  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  whose  minds  are  kept  in  a  state  of  constant  and  often  exceasin 
activity.  What  our  author  states  of  the  i^PHi*po«tion  to  diiease  inddccd 
by  debilitating  agencies,  such  as  faming  and  cold,  is  Guniltar  to  our  resd- 
en  ;  and  heAce,  however  pertinent  his  obtervations  and  facta,  toe  need 
not  dwell  on  them  here.  He  has  an  evident  bias  to  Ae  belief  of  the 
contagious  nature  of  typhus  fever — indeed  he  distinctly  intiiDates  his 
creed  on  this  oceuion.  But  Hill,  with  the  laudable  frankness  of  a  lover 
of  truth,  more  than  of  aystem,  he  acknowledges  that  he  is  inclined  to 
adopt  the  opinion  that  the  type  of  fever  has  not  an  eicluuve  connexion 
with  the  cause,  but  that  it  as  much  depends  upon  atmospheric  influence, 
or  constitutional  diathesis,  aa  upon  the  immediate  source  of  disease. 
Thus,  for  example,  he  tells  us,  that,  on  occasions,  intermittent  fever  haa 
been  the  consequence  pf  exposure  to  the  effluvia  arising  from  a  patient 
affected  by  ordinary  continued  fever  of  the  typhoid  Icind  i  typhus  fitver 
has  assailed  a  nurse  attending  a  fatal  caa*^  confluent  small  pox  r  Mid,  In 
others,  has  resulted  from  intercourse  with  the  patients  sick  of  puer- 
peral fever  in  a  Ijing'in  ward )  and  malaria  is  capable  ofprodudng  fever  of 
every  typo  and  form.  Dr.  Chiihi  furnished  the  alithor  with  a  brief 
sketch  of  an  individual  attacked  wilh  a  fever,  the  symptoms  of  which 
were  the  same  as  those  of  the  typhus  gravior  of  nosologiati ;  and  yet  the 
patient  had  not  beeu  exposed  to  contagion,  nor  could  any  other  cauacs 
be  assigned  but  loss  of  property,  and  of  cbaMEtcr,  aiid  wounded  pride. 
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Dr.  MiBAit  Clint  til  JfB  his  inslructiTe  paper  by  snmc  obsenationt  upon 
tlic  trcaununt  suitcil  to  the  stage  of  ilcprcisiun,  or  the  latent  period  tit 
fever ;  in  which  «g  cannot  at  present  follow  him.  He  deUila  the  pro's 
and  con'i  in  the  luc  of  emetici,  purgUlvesHnd  uitimoniali ;  and  enjoins  sb  ■ 
■olute  reit  during  the  latent  period.  We  would  say  tliat  this  last  em- 
bncei  oil  that  it  is  necesurjr  to  advise  tlic  patient  to  eonform  to  -,  hut, 
hy  abwilute  Feat,  we  understand  not  merely  rest  from  locomoljun,  but 
from  thought  and  digestion,  as  well  as  from  vomiting  and  cnthpirais.  We 
forbear,  for  want  of  space,  and  perliaps  also  because  we  are  desirous  of  » 
more  fitting  occasion,  from  prufreringourownscnlimemson  the  question 
of  contagion  in  fevers,  other  than  llie  exKnthematous. 


AuTivki:  \iX.—Jk  L'lrritation  tt  dt  lit  phkgnaait;  tai  NmtBtlk  Doctrine 
MSdIaik.  farVicTOBpBns.DocteurenM^ecine.  PMis,lf<3S, Bvo.pp. 
394. 

This  is  one  of  those  numerous  publications,  to  which  the  controversy  in 
relation  to  the  new  French  doctrines  has  given  birth.  It  appears  to  us  to 
be  deserving  of  notice,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  having  obtained  the 
priie  offered  by  the  Medical  Society  of  Gard,  (Nimes,)  for  the  best  solution 
of  the  following  proposition:  To  indicate  the  precise  and  definite  sense  that 
should  be  attached,  in  pathology,  to  the  terms  indamniation  and  irritatiun^ 
and  to  draw  from  them  useful  practical  inferences;  the  whde  calculated  to 
remove  all  confusion  existing  upon  these  points. 

Ub.  Pbub  is  an  avowed  opponent  of  I)iioussAt«;  but  cheerfully  admits, 
that,  to  the  latter,  the  science  of  pathology  Is  greatly  indebted  for  the  expo- 
sition of  many  important  truths.  His  own  doctrine  he  declares  to  be. 
"  aUiertmenl  palholif^iquc,"  \a  oppoutjon  to  tlic  "  dodrine  phtfsioliigiqiKi" 
muntaining,  in  a  lung  introduction,  if  we  understand  correctly  the  import 
of  his  arguments,  thatPhysiology'iscapablcofthruwing  but  little  or  no  light 
upon  the  nature  of  morbid  actions)  the  Ixsioiis  that  we  observe  in  tiie 
individual  labouring  under  disease  not  being  mere  modifications  of  the 
bcAllhy  functions.  Unfortunately,  however,  as  it  appears  to  us,  fur  thii 
purely  pathological  doctrine,  the  author  found  himself  unable  to  enter  into 
its  exposition,  until  be  had  first  explained  his  views  of  the  physiidogy  of  the 
living  tissues;  and  so  strictly  is  bis  pathology  based  on  the  latter,  that 
with  their  truth  or  falsity  it  must  stand  or  faU. 

Dr.  PntiB  cuitceives  that  all  the  acts  immetUately  produced  by  the  excr- 
ciK  of  the  various  tissues  of  which  man  is  composed,  m«y  be  ii;duced  to 
four,  vii.  sensation,  contraction  or  condensation,  expansion  or  ditataliun. 
and  aggregation-  A  general  idea  of  his  paUiolugy  may  be  obtaiued  from  the 
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hlhmmg  new  oT  Ui  tliiiUlion  iiMJlMiii  Re  amt^ei  M  dtocMe* 
iMo  fiTe  d— IM. 

CtAM  I.  ii  comiioMd  of  tbcNe  coMMng  in  "  n  MfmenWiou  of  tlw 
viul  pivpettiei:"  it  ii  lUrided  into  time  geaen.  Gca.  1.  angmentMian  of 
the  titBl  propCTtiaoftbe  niii  i  iimt'tiir]  spring  raetaaeeH  of  MiaOdi^t 
{adiM  Rfunw*.)  Two  nrietieit  a,  of  ttw  cercbnl  lyntm-,  b,  oftlie  gut- 
ffioflie  lyMem.  Geo.  3.  augnientUioii  cf  tbc  rital  propeitiea  of  tbe  con- 
tTKtile  tiwua:  esEcatof  contractili^aroTcontrMtion.  Three  Tmrietiei,  «, 
•Tthe  cerebro-muKvlu  «;«temi  i,  of  (he  muwuUr  qtttem  of  orgnie  lifle; 
(«wimJbow«— agwmtog  WflWmaitu)  c>of  tiieexeretorfducti;C«mv«taAoiu, 
rdMiumt.)  Gca.3.MgiMntiti(moftheTil>lpTopettie«orBl(tbetiMUc«af 
one  or  auoy  orguiw  (lUmia,  /bco/ar  foimi^) 

Cuiill.  ■■  DimiDolkm  of  the  Titkl  pR>pcitie»."  Three  gencnb  Oen.i. 
The  diminution  eiiiting  in  the  nerroui  tiiwe,  cuinng  defidencf  otwaa*- 
baitjiipauiveatirMti.)  TwoMiietiei,Hia«liM  l.gea.L^-Geii.3.  The 
dimimition  exiating  in  dw  contractile  tiisue:  deficiency  of  conlractilily  or 
ofcontndion.  Three  i«iicties,Bs  in  class  1.  ^n,  2.;  with  thii  esception, 
•hW  nriety  e,  in  pbce  of  retentions,  gives  ri»c  Id  rclaxationi,  inronlintnera. 
,  Gen.  3.  The  diminution  existing  in  ill  tlie  tissues  of  one  or  many  org«n*i 
latlkema,  heal  or  general.)  Two  varietieij  a,  without  stasis  of  fluidsi  (tim/^e 
JetiSiyi')  b,  with  stuti  offliiids.  The  product  of  the  stasis  may  be  r«ipincd 
in  tbe  enfeebled  Teuek;  Qiusti-oe  ensoTgemcra;  fmstit-e  tuli-ii\famniatiinti, 
rr  patiivt  ittjiammatimut)  or  the  product  of  the  itasis  may  escape  from  the 
cnfi^Ud  veweb)  QdebiUls  mithjiuxi')  cither  from  a  solution  of  continuity; 
(atonic  -mmndtiuicert  ?)  or  without  solution  of  continuity]  {patnitre  droptiei, 
AoMfTiliiyCT,  calarrhi,  and  trantjnralion:) 

CtA*s]ir.  '*  Augmentation  of  sensibility  and  cipinsibi  lily,  with  suspension 
ofconttactility;"  (■rTiia<>«i.)  Two  genera.  Gin.  l.occurringin  the  expuwle 
tJMun  not  luiceptiblc  of  an  afflux  of  fluids)  (fk  Butl^oft  ■/'lAc  ipanni  o/^au- 
thart—pemtanmt  dilatatiant  wMtout  cmgettim^nitatUmt  nM  injlammaltryi) 
vatying  kccording  aa  leited  in  the  lungt,  heart,  uleru^  atomacH,  intettinea, 
he.  Gen.  2.  occurring  in  the  capillary  veMeli)  (irriutim  nilh  ajffbtx,  tr  in- 
Jtammatary.)  Two  Tarieticsi  a,  the  product  of  tbe  afflux  bring  retained  hi 
tbc  irritated  *C(mIi;  iacUve  nJhi^ammalUit,  ami  in/ammaHit;)  *,  the 
product  of  the  afflux  beipgdiacharged  from  the  irritated  veaeeU;  (irriMAan 
wiih  Jlui;)  either  from  aolulion  of  continuityi  (oel>«  ■mavnJti)  or  wftboul 
aolution  of  continuitji  {active  drvptitt,  h^ntrrhage;  calofrhi,  certan  ex- 
Imiatiant,  and  cuUmemu  tecrtHmu-^ 

Cu*a  IV.  ■■  Diminution  of  lenwbility  and  expaiMibili^,  with  ugmenta- 
tion  ofcontnctililyi"  (a  tondUienopfOKU  A>  ur><(i(Mnf}ri(berintbe!riai 
{inirtimd  tilt  of  pupil;)  in  the  peniai  (imptiatcjit)  >»  0*  female  vnammx 
(oiaewe  d/ ipwft;)  or  in  the  neck  of  the  utenia— in  the  utena,  or  In  the  fcllo. 
pian  tubes;  {dymttwrrhtea,  anunarrhaa,  tUriiUg.) 

CLaM  V.  "  Uiteaici  with  conjoint  cauce;  or  in  which  the  vital  al 


ia  only  Mconilary."  These  conjoined  cmmw  are,  1.  pilhologicil  HuHts, 
properly  so  callcil,  or  viraknl;  3.  fluids  not  fdgrnological,  but  not  vinilcnl; 
3.  the  phyiiologici)  fluids  in  too  great  quantity;  {plethora,  kc.;)  4.  fluids 
cffbied,  either  in  >  cavity  without  external  opening,  or  in  the  mbitance  of 
(wgansi  5.  fluidi  retained  within  their  natural  reservoirij  6.  fluids  impeded 
intlieir  circulttioni  7-  fluida  having  became  solid  and  heterogeneous;  (in- 
duTaiioWfianhiu,  &c.O  S-  solids,  deprived  of  life;  {gangrenttntcroilti'^  9. 
air  or  gas;  {cmphyitiiu^inu  ditatsa;)  10.  miasmata,  effluvia,  and  all  poiioits, 
(he  action  ot  which  is  cootinued,  and  keeps  up  the  disease  it  has  produced: 
11.  excrescences,  such  ns  polypi,  tteatomalout  and  fatly  tuiturt,  ClC;  13. 
luxated  and  rractured  boiiesi  15.  calculi  of  the  gall  ducts,  bUdder,  &c.)  14. 
foreign  bodies,  strictly  speaking;  15.  animated  bodies,  vxirnu,hydaiiib,  Itc.i 
16,  In  certain  cases,  the  product  «f  concepllun;  {difftcuU  and  laboriuua  la- 
in dismissing  this  work,  we  may  remark,  that  its  author  is  one  of  llioee 
modem  practitioners  of  tlie  Frencli  scliuol,  who  advocate  the  retention  of 
the  class  of  purgatives  in  our  frequent  and  daily  use;  believing  that 
their  employment,  when  not  carried  to  excess,  is  fat  from  pvodudng  irrita- 
Aon  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 


Abtiolk  XX. — Etc-dro-MagTtttum.  Being  an  Arrangement  of  the  Principiil 
Faeti  hilkerto  dlioTcrcd  in  that  Seima.  With  Flolea  of  the  Jlppamlus. 
By  Jacob  Ubcen-,  M.  II.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  JelTcrson  Medicnl 
College.     Philadelphia,  Dobstin,  1827,  ]8mo.  pp.  21S,  and  4  plates. 

Wb  are  fully  disposed  to  welcome  any  thing  American  upon  the  subject 
of  electpclty;  a  Bcience  which  is  so  deeply  indebted  lo  our  country  for  im- 
portant inquiries,  made,  too,  at  an  cpocha  when  by  far  lea*  of  elaborate  re 
•earch  could  be  expected  of  it  than  at  the  present.  It  is,  then,  witli  much 
pleasure  that  we  see  a  neat  little  volume,  contsdning  a  compendious  account 
of  those  more  extended  views,  to  which  the  labours  of  a  Danish  chemist 
have  g^ven  rise,  and  whicli,  we  apprehend,  are  not  yet  sufficiently  known 
among  many  of  our  countrymen. 

Dr.  Gasan's  little  volume  consists  jirincipally,  indeed,  almost  exclusively, 
of  dflscriplions  of  experiments.  He  does  not  go  into  long  and  bewildering 
theoretical  viewsi  and  perhaps  we  ought  lo  blame  him  for  what  he  evidently 
intends  as  a  merit,  the  total  omlsslBn  of  those  matliemaUcal  calculations 
to  which  the  electru-magnelic  powers  have  been  subjected.  While  he 
has  endeavoured  to  avoid  disgusting  youth  with  a  parade  of  difficulty,  we 
are  afraid  that  he  luis  neglected  to  point  out  to  them  labours  which  they 
ought  lo  achieve;  and  has  prevented  those  whom  greater  leisure,  orgreaier 


ORB&N  S  KLECTRO-MAOKETtSM.  1S3 

fondnen  for  proceuei  of  ^f|pkct  ratiocinatimi  mi^t  tui*e  m  led,  Trom  be- 
coming «*are  of  llie  food  for  Ihe  matliemalicsl  f»cu1liea  wliioli  Uicse  beau- 
tiful studies  really  afforrl.  We  are  well  aware,  tli»t  the  great  mail  of 
medical  readers  nre  not  to  be  expected  lo  fnllow  out  these  'inquiries;  but 
they  oug^t  to  be  «w»re  of  their  eKislence,  and  might  well  excuse  a  single 
i^pier  of  too  elaborate  thought.  In  a  vatume  which  supplies  their  mindi 
imbtoinan}'  objects  of  noxel  interest.  Still,  we  do  not,  for  thi*  reasoiii 
Inflict  on  Dr.  Gnti!!  any  very  serere  cenaurei  as  he  must  be  considered  u 
(Bctated  to,  in  a  great  measure,  by  tlic  nature  of  the  public  for  which  he 
wriieat  and  if  none  but  the  gentlemen  from  West  Point  could  understand 
.  it,  he  cannot  be  very  heavily  condemned  in  not  presenting  such  matter 
to  a  body  composed,  perhaps,  principally  of  physicians. 

Were  we  to  indulge  in  criticism,  we  might  allege,  that  the  arrangement 
of  tlie  volume  is  not  methodical,  and  that  some  of  the  descrlption.i  of  et- 
pcrimenta  are  not  cleart  eapecially  where  they  are  without  figures,  as  is 
•ccasionally  the  fact.  Tlie  former  of  these  objections  ii.  Indeed,  the  teas 
Weigbt]',  as  the  volume  la  modeat,  only  pretending  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  ex- 
peritnentt  and  their  results,  and  as  these  are,  at  preaent,  hardly  sufBcienlly 
*fc  tmmetou*  and  symmetrical  to  form  an  arrangement. 

In  the  appendix  are.  a  slight,  general  sketch  of  magnetism,  an  ei^ay  on 
Galvanic  mallipulaliun^  extracted  from  Mr.  FiB*n.r,  notea  on  electric 
intenuty.  On  the  Aurora  Borealit,  •i>d  it«  connexion  with  magneUlm,  on 
the  power  of  conducting  caloric  paasessed  by  different  metals,  and  on  die 
an^nMlbettMatmaUeraitdmiiidi  tome  of  tiiem  Mibj«ct%  whoM  nlcnncy 
to  the  main  object  of  his  work  is  not  very  close. 
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I.  ANATOMY. 

1.  LsniphaHct. — We  tramlate  the  followinf;  srlicle  from  the  fonrtli 
volume  of  the  Journal  dei  Progrfs  <lcs  Sciencei  et  Initltutiona   U£di- 

"  At  the  Mttinp  of  the  Med.  Phys.  Societv  of  Florence,  March  18th, 
1837,  M.  Lirn,  (vide  p.  163  of  our  No.  7,  for  July,  1827.)  rcsd  a  me- 

Clj  Id  that  of  M.  GiMBKRiki,  read  in  the  month  of  Jiniuuy. 
the  value  of  those  authoritieg  in  fiivour  of  whom  Mr.  G.  had 

claimed  the  priority  of  discovery  as  regards  the  terntinalion  of  the  lym- 
phatic vesBcIi  in  veins,  M.  I.tfft  showed  that  the  quotations  referred  to, 
di)  not  determine  either  the  nature  of  these  lymphatics,  their  qualities 
as  deferent  or  aifercnt,  their  constant  occurrence,  their  number,  nor 
their  point  of  departure;  and,  for  want  of  thene  details,  he  infers  that 
those  anastomoses  were  only  regarded  as  nnomalies,  and  not  as  a  re^- 
lar  system  ofvesaeU:  this  aeems  to  he  proved  hy  the  sHencc  of  Halleb, 

WlHILOW,  StHlTICR,  CUVIIR,  ViCd   D'AlrB,  POHTIL,  SOKMKKKJIta,  Bl- 

CI11.T,  Meckil,  Adkldii,  UiaiBDii,  SsuiNTiiti,  and  ToKBiksini,  who  omit 
them. 

Regarding  it  as  certain  tliat  M.  G*hiieiiii  thinks  the  venous  system 
ii  the  agent  of  absorption,  he  challenres  tiimto  prove  it,  by  demonstrat- 
ing the  existence  of  free  venous  capillaries,  their  absorbing  power,  and 
their  presence  in  those  membranes  on  which  absorption  takes  placej  all  of 
which  are  thing*  impossible  to  be  proved,  according  to  the  cuperlmenls 
of  the  author;  who  denies  )o  the  sanguiferous  vessels  any  participation 
whateverin  the  Btnictiire  of  the  mucous  and  serous  membranes,  and  does 
not  suppose  these  membranea  to  be  susceptible  of  inflammation,  the  con- 
trary opinion  being  founded  only  on  the  redness  communicated  to  them 
by  the  inflamed  subjacent  cellular  tissue.  Let  us  lake  the  illustrious 
Misnnifi  as  the  representative  of  what  is  actually  known  on  the  subject 
of  the  lymphatic  system.  He  regards  the  dootnne,  which  attributed  the 
absorbent  faculty  exclusively  to  this  system,  and  which  had  been  rendered 
somewhat  doubtful  by  tlie  experiments  of  MidSKiiis,  TtaDaNiim,  and 
GasLis,  as  confirmed  by  the  numerous  lymphatico.vcnoiis  anastomoses, 
so  fiilly  and  variously  demonstrated. 

Mr.  Lii-pi  concludes,  in  the  language  of  the  illustrioas  physiologist  of 
Paitiia,  "  that  it  is  useleas  to  answer  further  to  the  im^inary  proofs  of 
venous  absorpdon." — From  the  Antoli^a  Gionialc  de  8c.  Firenze,  &c. 
Maggio,  1827. 
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sometimes  wakes  while  the  senses  sleep.  It  is  not  proved  that  the  mind 
ever  sleeps  with  the  senses;  for  we  cannot  prove  that  the  mind  is  not 
dreaming",  even  when  we  have  no  recollection  of  the  dreams.  People 
often  dreanv,  in  whose  memory  no  trjice  of  the  dream  is  left. 

When  a  countryman  goes  to  the  capital,  his  sleep  is  at  first  disturb- 
ed by  the  noises  of  the  streets;  but  after  a  few  nights  he  can  sleep  as 
soundly  at  Paris,  as  on  his  farm  ;  nevertheless,  the  noises  remain  exactly 
the  same,  and  strike  on  his  senses  now,  as  much  as  at  first.  Why  does 
the  noise  disturb  him  at  first,  and  not  afterwards.'  An  analogous  state  of 
things  is  observable  in.waking.  It  is  very  difficult  to  fix  the  attention  on  a 
book  when  we  are  surrounded  by  persons  engaged  in  loud  conversation, 
but  we  at  length  acquire  the  power  to  do  so,  by  habit.  Now,  says  M. 
J.,  attention  is  the  voluntary  application  of  the  mind  to  any  subject: 
to  have  the  attention  distracted,  is  to  cease  to  be  occupied  with  the  pre- 
vious subject ;  it  is  attracted,  or  drawn  away  by  a  new  sensation,  foreign 
to  the  other ;  a  weaker  sensation  will  not  distract  from  a  stronger  one. 
A  n\an  occupied  with  an  affair  that  concerns  his  life  or  his  reputation, 
thinks  of  nothing  else  ;  hears  and  sees  nothing  unconnected  with  that 
subject.  So,  in  reading  during  loud  conversation,  if  the  surrounding  per- 
sons, as  well  as  their  topics,  are  familiar  to  us,  we  read  on;  but  if  they  are 
straBg<er8»  er  talk  on  an  interesting  subject,  our  curiosity  is  paramount, 
and  we  cannot  read.  The  will,  however,  can  force  us  back  again  to  the 
book,  t»iit  cannot  keep  alive  the  attention;  it  Wandexs  away,  aiid  is  re- 
called again  and  again* 

We  become  accustomed  to  certain  sounds,  so  as  not  to  notice  them,  not 
because  they  affect  the  ear  differently — ^they  affect  it  always  in  the  same 
manner  and  degree,  but  the  mind  will  not  attend  to  thero — ^it  becomes 
accustomed  to  neglect  them.  This  is  a  psychological,  not  a  phynological 
fact. 

M.  Jourvaot  appfies  the  foregoing  to  the  explanation  of  the  state  of 
sleep.  Admitting,  says  he,  that  the  senses  are  benumbed  in  sleep,  they* 
are  nevertheless  not  more  so  when  I  hare  been  in  town  a  month,  tlian 
when  I  first  arrived;  but,  at  first,  the  noises  start  me  out  of  slumber,  at 
last  they  do  not.  In  the  latter  case  the  senses* transmit  the  impression  as 
completely  as  at  first:  why  do  I  not  awake  then?  Because  the  soul  will  not 
rouse  the  senses,  for,  knowing  by  experience  What  the  sounds  import, 
IJbe  is  indifferent  to  them,  and  will  not  aitend^  if  she  would  attend!,  she 
wouM  wake  them  up^-for  some  are  shut  as  the  eyes,  and  others  are  be- 
numbed as  the  ears — she  will  not  awaken  them.  Sometimes  we  arc  sen- 
sible of  a  violent  effort  to  awaken  the  senses,  which  refuse,  as  it  were, 
to  be  roused ;  we  seem  to  say  it  is  time  to  awake.  As  an  example ;  M.  J. 
gave  orders  to  have  a  noise  made  in  a  room  adjoining  his  bed-chamber, 
at  a  certain  hour  every  morning.  The  two  first  mornings  he  awoke,  but  not 
afterwwds,  though  the  noise  was  the  same.  He  telTs  us  it  was  because 
the  soul,  aware  of  the  meaning  of  the  noise,  would  not  awake  the  senses. 
**  I  forget,  it  is  true,"  he  adds,  *'  this  train  of  reasoning,  but  I  forget  many 
others,  both  sleeping  and  waking." 

We  remember  to  have  heard  President  Coorsa  of  South  Carolina  col- 
lege relate,  that  a  learned  Oxonian  was  given  to  an  inveterate  habit  of  lying 
late  in  the  morning.  A  lady  presented  him  with  a  superb  tea  set  of  Sevres 
porcelain ;  and  as  he  was  anxious  to  break  off  his  bad  habltSi^  he  resolved  to 
place  one  of  his  much  valued  cups  and  saucers  under  the  alarm  of  his 
clock,  which,  though  it  fell  loudly  on  the  floor  every  morning  at  a  certain 
hour,  had  ceased  to  rouse  him  from  his  slumbers.  The  next  mominff 
he  leaped  out  of  bed  just  in  time  to  save  his  cup  and  saucer.  VerfWtU, 
said  the  bachelor,  that  will  do— a  most  capital  plan  !    Next  mommg  he 
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WIS  a  sccoiul  ton  bte,  nnti  Ihc  citp  orxs  dMhed  into  a  thousand  (iiecf  s.  On 
the  following  day  he  awoke  snon  eiioiiftli  to  save  it,  but,  u  the  sot  was 
broken,  it  was  not  worth  saving;  and  so  he  went  on,  day  after  day,  till 
every  piece  was  shivered  to  atoms.  Wc  think  H.  Jovfthot  could  not 
have  had  a  better  illustration  of  the  abstracted  and  indifTcrent  state  of 
mind  that  occurs  in  sleep. 

We  cannot  protract  thiii  article  much  farther;  and  niiiat  haiten  to  pre- 
sent our  readers  with  llie  following  aummary. 

1.  The  senses  only  arc  benumbed  in  sleep,  but  the  mind  (Pei/irii)  re- 
mains snake. 

3.  Some  of  our  senses  continue  to  transmit  to  the  mind  Ihe  weak  im- 
pKiaions  they  receive. 

3.  The  mind  judges  these  sensations,  and  by  virtue  of  these  judgments 
awakens  the  senses  or  not. 

4.  The  reason  why  the  mind  awakens  the  senses  is,  that  the  sensation 
disturbs  it,  {I'itu/uiele,)  because  it  is  uncommon  nr  painful,  or  that  it  warns 
the  mind  to  rouse  them  because  it  is  ibe  known  sign  of  the  proper  time 

5.  The  suul  has  power  to  rouse  the  senses,  and  succeeds  in  so  doing  by 
overcoming  the  numbness  (m^'surdinpinrnf)  which  binds  them  up.  This 
numbnes*  is  an  ohstsclc  to  overcome,  which  resists  more  or  less  in  pro- 
portion to  its  degree  or  amount. 

Somnambulic  or  magnetic  sleep,  says  M.  J., is  not  so  different  from  com- 
mon sleep  as  is  commonly  imagined.  If  ihe  ut^ns  of  sense  are  very  much 
benumbed,  (engourdies,)  in  a  person  whose  mind  is  deeply  pre-occupied 
with  an  idea  that  he  is  in  his  sleep  to  attend  to  certain  external  and  in- 
ternal sensations,  when  he  hears  the  voice  of  the  msgnetiser  he  will 
recognise  it  and  concentrate  his  attention  on  these  sounds — be  will  under- 
stand their  menning,  and  reply  to  Ihem  if  they  are  questions.  The  voice 
commands  him  to  altend  to  certain  sensations  ciiating  in  the  interior  of 
his  body — be  obeys,  and,  under  this  deeply  concentrated  allenlifin,  will 
perceive  the  most  minute,  the  slightest  sensations  aflecting  the  organ  in 
question.  If  the  mind  baa  power  to  awaken  the  senses,  the  somnumbu- 
Iwt  will  wake  at  the  command  of  Ibe  mognetiser,  at  any  preconcerted 
signal  which  the  mind  remembers. 

I'here  is  very  little  difi'erence  between  Ihe  state  of  tlie  soul  in  sleep, 
and  in  reverie  or  ciuilebvililiiig  fchateaax  ea  EapagiK.  J  I'lie  reading  tk 
romances  surrounds  us  with  an  ideal  world,  and  the  soul  is  in  a  condition 
not  very  different  from  that  in  which  It  cjtisla  while  dreaming.  In  reverie, 
the  eyes  may  remain  open  and  the  ears  unstopped;  wherefore,  they  trans- 
mit many  more  impressious  tlian  in  sleep,  to  which  the  soul,  occupied 
with  its  train  of  thought,  does  not  pay  any  great  aHenttan!  they  serve 
nevertlieless  to  keep  up  H  certain  consciouiness  of  our  situation. 

-  ••  Every  thing  proves,  then,  that  the  mind  in  sleep  is  not  like  the  body, 
in  a  ifKcial  slate  ;  every  thing  proves  Ihat  it  docs  not  sleep." — J^mnellc 
Bib.  /ton,  1827. 

3.  M.  Ha/eland't  remni'ts  sn  Sex. — Tills  gentleman  has  shown  that  the 
numerical  ratio  of  Ihe  sexes,  31  lo  30,  is  uniformly  found  over  the  whole 
earth,  without  distinction  of  country,  climate,  fcc.  8e»  depends  not  on 
the  influence  of  planets,  the  generative  act,  or  superior  sexual  vigour  in 
one  or  the  other  party  to  the  act.  The  difference  exists  in  the  preform- 
ed Gemi;  in  short,  it  is  a  predestined  difl'erence. 

The  union  of  a  middle  aged  nun  with  a  young  woman,  would,  wilhout 
this  prede si i nation,  result  in  the  production  of  male  offspring ;  also,  in 
lanj;  wars,  where  the  younger  ctiuuiB  of  Ihc  male  jirjpulalion  arc  exhausted 
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by  battle  >nd  difCMCS,  no  chan^  occura  in  the  ratio  of  the  new  bom 
Mxes.  Persons  of  an  equal  tge  do  nut  prwluce  an  equal  number  of 
maleiand  feinales:  for  in  these  oacs  tli ere  are  lonietiineB  only  fenalc,  and 
in  others  only  male  producta  of  the  aesiial  union. 

The  numerical  ratio  of  the  aeiesis  the  coniequence  of  astipreme  law 
which  op eratea  at  all  timea,  in  all  climates,  and  invariably, — BiUUii*.  Aug. 

xsar. 

4.  JVrTD  lUsry  of  Vitim. — M.  Lin 
memoir  on  the  subject  of  viaiun,  i 
nut  the  immediate  aeat  of  tliat  sense.  In  many  animals  the  retina  is  lo 
constructed  that  it  is  impossible  it  should  receive  rr^lar  or  uiiitbrm  im- 
pressions, or  in  consequence  thereof  transmit  sensations  so  as  to  ^re  an 
cXDCt  idea  of  bwUcs :  in  the  Eagle  and  Vulture  the  retina  is  folded  or 
plaited,  and  it  Is  impossible  for  a  plaited  siembranc  to  receive  regular 
impressions  or  transmit  them. 

In  man  Uiu  surface  of  the  retina  is  rendered  uneveo  by  being  pcnc- 
Iraled  ot  liiHerent  points  by  bluod-vesselsi  which,  incapable  of  receiving 
impresiAoiia  of  luminous  bodies,  must  prevent  the  images  of  such  bodies 
from  being  continuous  or  whoio.  Beside^  the  explanations  heretofore 
given  (if  the  mode  by  which  the  eye  can  change  its  form  so  as  to  adapt 
itaelf  to  ditferenl  dislanoes,  arc  insuflic lent;  and  nothinghaa  hitherto  been 
discovered  to  contradict  the  siipposilioii  that  the  n'Ireoiw  huiasuT  is  the 
immediate  organ  of  sighh 

*  He  thinks  that  the  point*  of  the  luminous  cones,  which  repreaent  the 
Mveral  dimensions  of  the  object,  make  their  impressions  on  the  vitieou* 
kumour,  so  that  the  eye  is  ahrays  adjusted  for  dittancei,  whettier.greater 

We  make  no  remarks  on  this  theory,  except  that  the  vitreous  humcwr  not 
being  composed  of  nerve  aeems  ill  adapted  to  the  reception  ofiM^rM- 
«t«f». — SaiUlin,  June,  ' 

5.  Fuactitta  of  the  CertbeHuia. — In  the  Archives  G^nfrales  for  Septem- 
ber, 1837,  is  contained  a  long  paper  by  M.  Bo  dilIiLiid,  intended  to  show  that 
the  cerebellum  presides  over  the  acts  of  tfuciffn  and  progresaion,  and  not 

.aver  the  instinct  of  prepagaiitn.     We  shall  present  a  brief  analysis  of  the 
I  tffper  to  our  readen;  who  cannot  fail  to  be  interested  in  alt  the  modem 
'  I^HCUSMODS  which  are  shedding  so  much  light  on  the  ttrra  incagmia  of  the 
•crvous  system. 

SsDckaoTTa,  in  1769,  concluded  that  tlie  nerves  oftbe  neck  and  back  are 
derived  from  the  cerebellums  and  that  they  are  crosaed,  or  have  a 
crotsed  effect,  (effet  crois^.)  In  18C9,  Mr.  Koundo  tau^t  that  the 
cerebellum  is  the  source  and  origin  of  all  the  motions;  snd  tliouglit  that 
the  action  of  the  cerebellum  was  of  tlie  saltifcaature  with  ihatof  avoltaie 
pile.    In  lli23,  M.Fi..  ...  -  i"       '      ■•  Mt,  tlie 

property  of  ea-ardinali:' ,  ■.!  ":-. .  i  .ii^'  ■':•  -i..  i  ;-.  .  .  -.  ..  .n.  .  Iij  mnic 
part*,  and  excited  by  (,t|ier  pans.  If.  1S2,3,  MM.  Fiivii.i.i:  and  Pi»ii 
GBiVBGiAJiP  eatablishcd  from  pathological  obMrvations  that  the  cere- 
bellum ia  the  focus  of  senubilily.  Mr.  MiliaKDiB,ia  his  Physiology,  3iid 
edition,  1823,  says,  I  bitve  often  seen  and  shown  that  animals  deprived  of 
their  cerebellum  could  move  very  regularly.  These  CKperiments  con- 
trovert the  idea  proposed  by  Ftocasss,  vit:  tint  tlic  cerebellum  is  a  re- 
gubtor  or  balancer  ol  motions.  Oali,  lua  for  a  IkiiE  time  professed  hla 
opinion  that  ihc  cerel>r)luiu  in  Ihe  organ  uf  the  iiuluii-t  of  prupagalioni 
and  in  a  late  edition  cembali  n  I'tiUra'ue  ihe  ilorlrincsof  Itousvo.FMHi- 
KBia,  kc.i  and  finally,  in  the  2n(l  volume  ol  his  wi>rk,  published  in  1836, 
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U.  SkbhkSi  with  numerous  valuable  flu;ts  in  his  posaesaion,  >(lnpli 
neither  of  the  above  opinions  coHcluaively.  According'  to  him,  the 
me^BH  lobe  of  the  cerebellum  is  the  exciter  of  the  generative  orjrans. 
The  hemispheres  are  clciterB  of  motion  in  the  limba,  more  capecially 
the  lower  limbs.  The  cerebellum  is  the  exciter  of  jumping,  (ilu  SBUt.) 
Thetubercula  qundrig^mina  are  excitera  of  aMoeintcd  voluntary  motion, 
or  equilibralioii,  and  moreover  eicilera  of  the  seme  of  aig-ht,  in  Uie  three 
inferior  classes  of  vertebral  animals. 

M.  BcnrittiiTD  hid  long  been  the  partisan  of  Gill's  opinion  in  the 
premises:  an  opinion  that  was  not  wholiy  subverted  bj  Ploi'krbs'i  work. 
He  therefore  resolved  to  eiperiment  for  himself. 

He  did  not  confine  himself  to  the  method  otaitathn,  or  removing,  piece 
by  piece,  certwn  portions  of  the  brain,  and  determining  by  the  conse- 
quent deficiency  of  certun  phenomena,  their  causes  and  seals.  He  em. 
ployed  caultriialiiin!  which  prevents  hxmorrhagi:,  besides  other  Rdvaii- 
tagesi  and  found  also,  lliat  by  artificially  irritating  the  brain,  phenomena 
are  produced  neceiiarilg  similar  to  those  whieb  arise  out  of  (he  natuml 
stimulations  of  the  organ.  He  touched  llie;  posterior  nicilinn  portion 
of  a  dog's  rcrebellnin  with  a  hoi  iron.  I'he  animal  seemei^  drunk, 
had  a  peculiar  astonished  look  of  his  eyes,  walked  iu  a  staggering 
manner,  sometimes  going  to  the  right,  when  he  wanted  to  go  left, 
and  vice  versa;  he  also,  when  he  wanted  to  go  forwards,  moved  back, 
wards.  This  experiment  was  performed  on  the  5lh,  and  the  poor  ani- 
mal was  nercifuUy  drowned  on  the  ijth  in  the  evening.  As  the  dog  was 
completely  sensible,  able  to  move  liis  eyes,  to  chew,  to  swallow,  and  to  re-* 
gulate  the  larynx,  it  is,  saysHr.  B.,  manifest  that  there  must  exist  different 
ctntralmDvin^firnt  for  the  muscuhu' apparatus.  The  cerebelhiro  presides 
over  the  co-ardiaalion  of  th;  muscular  movements  in  ttation  and  face- 
He  next  caimeriMd  the  cerebellum  of  a  young  rabbiL  The  detail  of 
the  experiment  is  too  long  for  this  phce.  No  paralysis  was  induced. 
The  animal  ate  and  was  gay,  (irnei  grd!)  It  must  have  been  a  French 
rabbit  to  have  preserved  so  much  of  the  national  character  in  these  cir- 
cumstances. It  played  and  did  not  appear  to  be  sick,  but  it  could  not 
stand — there  seemed  no  coKirdiaation  of  motion;  while  not  one  locomo- 
tive muscle  was  affected  individually,  though  it  could  not  combine  any 
two  of  them.  He  cauterized  the  quadrigeniinal  tubercles  in  this  same 
animal ;  the  eyes  were  now  drawn  up,  then  downwards,  and  agitated  by 
convulsive  motions. 

On  a  3d  rabbit  a  deep  imprcssof  the  cautery  was  made,  which  softened 
and  disorganized  the  cerebellum.  In  this  case,  motion  was  abolished  as 
to  any  co-ordinate  action  of  the  muscles.  The  animal  lay  ou  its  bellyi 
lo  which  it  always  returned,  when  thrown  on  Its  back — they  pinched  its 
tail  to  make  it  walk,  It  seemed  to  exhaust  itself  in  vuin  etfortsof  the  will. 
By  agreat  many  other  experiments  of  asimilar  nature,  on  rabbits,  pigeons, 
hens,  cocks,  &c.  he  comes  to  the  following  conclusions,  viz:  "  The  only 
constant  or  pathognomonic  phenomena  resulting  from  these  organic 
Ixaions,  are  disorders  or  affections  of  the  functions  of  locomotion,  or 
equilibration.  These  phenomena  are  the  more  remarkable  as  tlicy  are 
unaccompanied  nith  paralysis,  or  convulsions,  properly  so  chilled.  The 
animals  could  flex  and  extend  their  Umbs  In  any  direction,  and  this  loo 
with  an  uncommon  celerity  and  force;  whence  it  follows,  that  we  must 
admit  in  the  cerebellum  a  force  which  presides  over  the  associated  move> 
mcnts  lliit  compose  the  acts  of  station  and  locomotion,  a  force  which  ii 
esBcntitUiy  ''Utinu  from  that  which  goverua  the  simple 
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th«  trunk  or  the  body  uid  themsmbers,  while  there  exiBUbetve«ntfaeat 
Ibrceitlic  moW  intinute  cannexion..  .,  ,,, 

U.  BouiLLicD  'greet,  therefore,  with  FLaCBiBs,  thM  h«re  reiidwtl)* 
CD-oriliiutivc  furce  of  Walking,  running-,  f\ymg,  BtamUog,  &c. ;  but  Mr.  F. 
misKd  the  truth  wheh  he  thought  thit  all  the  voluntary  suscolu  motioa* 
were,  co-ordered  here,  tor  deglutition  and  some  movementi  of  Ihe  trunk 
were  not  afTected. 


Simple  irritation  of  the  cerehelluni  may  eicite  all  the  phenomraa  of 
anomaloui  muKuUr  movements  above  demled,  and  which  rmemble  opl- 
IcpBj,  and  Rtaj  be  recovered  from;  but  if  you  deatroy  tbis  orgko,  the  M; 
laneinif  or  equilibrative  power  is  loit  forever. 

Tbe  aenMtioiuaiidlntellectualiacultieawe  wholly  unaffeetedrby  tlieie 
Izaiona  of  the  cerehellun). 

In  no  cue  doea  a  limple  Izaion  of  the  cerebellum  prt>duce,Bii7  pain. 

M.  B.,  though  hepaiditiict  attention. to  the  n^ject,  never,  in  any  CMF> 
found  an  erection,  or  cUculatio  seminii  to  be  ^,nBei]uent  on  hia  eipeii- 
mentsupon  the  cerebeUuni,  Hence  he  >ayith«tttujtorg«ii' doe*  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  feat  of  the  propagative  instuict. 

The  cerebellum  is  not  the  focus  ar  centre  of  aenubihty.  JIo(hin|f, 
■ayi.fae,  ii  better  demonstrated  in  phyaiidagy  than  (hi*  point, 

A*  the  organ  under  conaiderUioD  governs  the  co-ordioMe  or  tquiCbtatitw 
movements,  H.  B.  suggeati,  that  a  well  organized  cerebellum  u  *  MB 
qua  non  to  a  good  dancer.  This  puts  us  in  mind  of  the  late  attempt  to 
ridicule  the  phrenologists,  by  establishing  a  new  orgaao-podic,  or  podola- 
^ital  tytUm,  which  would  measure  the  human  understanding  by  Uie  feott 
lutead  oTby  the  organolog^cal  himpat  and  in  fact,  from  H.  BoDii£«m'ses> 

Eeriments,  it  is  nearly  manifest  that  the  cerebellar  developmenta  can  In 
BCter  studied  at  the  ballet,  than  any  where  else.     At  any  rate,  u  "      '  ~ 
loses  tiotbing  by  H.  Bouiu^irs. 

These  eqaiKbiative  flinctiona,  Ii 
ject  to  the  laws  of  education— the  ic 

they  executed.  The  author  makes  a  ungular  obiemtlon  in  this  place, 
says,  that  these  hinctions  imply,  at  least  in  eert^n  case^  a  memory  of  mo- 
tioDs,  (ufM  Mtmoirt  de$  ibunanau,)  as  in  very  complioated  danoea,  militair 
evolutions,  he.  which  require  •  eloae  study  and  uithfiil  memoiy  of  4m» 
particular  step  or  mannuvre.  We  must  therefore  admit,  either  that  theiw 
pbenomena  are  not  part  irf  the  intellectual  acts,  which  will  exclude  om 
variety  <rf'  memiy  (him  the  rank  of  intellectual  facubiesi  or  that  the  Gcr»- 
brum  proper  is  not  the  seat  of  instincts,  vohtioni,  and  inteltectual  fkcultica 

6.  Conntxion  i.f  th,  hitman  ovum  to  the  JUolhtr. — Prflfesaor  C.  G.  Ciar* 
has  published,  in  -,;  '.^;hV^  Joiimai/iir  Gebarttliulfr,%  memoir,  in  which  he 
treaU  of  the  cor,-,,  ■.,'ni  of  llie  ovura  to  the  mother.  In  1821,  he  received  ■ 
complete  ovum,  -,  ;ii-lk'il  by  abortion  at  the  sixth  week,  llie  embryo  WM 
live  lines  in  len^i  k,  .t  Iml  no  red  blood,  nor  wai  (here  as  yet  ony  placenta 
fanned.  As  the  3pr^ciiii?n  wis  In  ■  perfect  state,  the  author  submitted  the 
flocci  of  the  chor.iin  Vi  microscopic  obiervationa.  The  flocci  existed  on  all 
the  surface,  but  ueri.'  mum  numerous  on  the  infenor  and  posterior  surfacei: 
at  least  «ich  ii  tli'^  c^mark  of  the  writer  in  the  Bulletin,  though  we  cannot 
pretend  to  knov>  what  mode  was  ulopted  for  discovering  the  different  sur. 
iacesi  poMerior  it  ■.n'crior,  would,  nece»»rily,  be  much  alike.  Under  the 
microscope,  the  til,:ilt,r  appcsred  diaphanous,  branched,  and,  at  their  looiie 
extremities,  Bwi-lk.  I  .:iit  IntobulU,  like  those  of  the  intestinal  canal.  Thew 
free  extremilies  aiiliL-rcil  so  firmly  to  the  membrans  cailoca,  thai  several  of 
Ihcm  were  broken  oil' in  allcmptitig  to  detach  tlicTn. 
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These  could  not  be  blood-veasels  ilcstined  to  fbnn  the  phcantatfor  the 
blooil-Tessels  never  have  tree  extremities,  but  are  b1w>7s  found  reflected 
buk  in  tlie  stkte  of  b  noose  or  loop. 

Heretofore  no  distinction  has  been  rnsde  between  the  different  flocci  of 
the  chorion  which  were  Bupposed  to  give  origin  to  the  pUcent«. 

The  pUceiila,  which  is  the  real  hranchia  or  breathing  organ  of  the  Talui, 
develops  itself  between  the  llocci.  The  radicles  of  the  umhiUcal  arteries  pe- 
netmte  between  the  flocci,  and  then  curre  back  agnin  in  the  nwnner  of  ■  loop, 
to  gi*e  origin  to  the  umbilical  veins.  These  loops  or  eurres  really  conati- 
tute  the  placenta.  The  librillx  or  flocci,  which  are  swelled  oiit  into  the 
ibape  of  ampuUulx,  like  those  of  the  inteslinsJ  vilh,  and  constituting  like 
Ihem,  suckers  or  absorbing  mouths,  arc  wholly  dilFerent  from  tte  blood- 
vessel*, for  Ihey  even  eiiit  where  no  regular  blood-vessel  circulation  ex- 
ists; as  in  moles,  which  grow  in  the  uterus,  by  meana  of  their  absorbing 
power.  The  pnibahility  therefore,  is,  that  they  take  up  from  the  maternal 
niHace  the  element*  of  ticCal  nutrition. 

The  sanguineous  vessels  of  the  placenta,  on  the  other  hand,  exercise  a 
merely  branchial  or  respimtory  funotion.  The  fcetiis  may  be  Buppoied 
tube  nourished  without  assigning  to  the  blooil-vessels  a  direct  absorliing 
power.  No  absorbing  oriliccs  have  ever  been  demonstrated  in  them,  ami 
it  is  more  probable  that  they  serve  the  purpose  of  reipiration  ezdoaively. 
— Bulledn  dti  Sd.  Med.  July. 


Ill,  PATHOLOGY. 

7.  Oangrmoiu  Ahscta  of  Ihc  Lungt. — Dr.  W.  F.  CnAHDEBA,  physician 
to  St.  (leorgc's  Hospital,  has  found,  among  six  hundred  pulmonary  patients, 
admhled  in  the  course  of  fifteen  years,  and  nearly  all  examined,  that  there 
Didy  occurred  tliree  cases  of  what  be  considers  true  pbUgmonoui  abtrras. 
From  theae  he  excludes  those  cases  of  circumscribed  abscen  discovered  by 
dissection,  in  persons  who  have  died  of  severe  injury  of  the  head,  or  any 
other  great  disturbance  of  the  nervous  system;  which  sometimes  occur,  not 
tinly  in  the  lungs,  but  in  the  liver,  spleen,  and  almost  all  the  glandnlarand 
cellular  part*  of  the  body.  These  he  considers  analogous  to  the  collections 
of  alhuminou*  matter  m  the  serous '  cavities,  which  are  frequently  found 
after  death  under  the  circumalances  just  mentioned.  During  the  same 
period,  many  patients  have  been  discharged  from  the  hospital,  more  or  less 
relieved  of  pectoral  affections;  and,  of  tliese,  three  or  four  inilances  of  pul- 
monary aposlema  have  perfectly  recovered. 

Dr.  Cbihbibs  relates  two  cases,  one  of  which  enabled  him,  by  dissection. 
lo  form  an  analogous  judgment  of  the  other,  which  recovered.  TheyseeBi 
to  UB  to  he  the  dreaflisfriforf  form  of  j;inigTen«  o/ Me /iinga,  described  by  M. 
Lssmtc,  whose  merits  are  now  canoi\ised  by  death.  They  are  far  from 
corresponding  to  our  idea  of  simple  phlegmon. 

Dr.  C.  proceeds  lo  enumerate  the  symptoms  which  characterize  the  disease 
he  is  describing.  The  sputa  are  of  a  brownish  or  greenish  yellovr  colour, 
with  an  intensely  ftclid  smell,  rcBembling  that  of  roHen  eggsj  differing 
strongly,  in  this  respect,  from  those  of  tubercular  phthisis.  The  regular 
hectic  fever  is  also  "absent:"  one  case  presented  slight  Bhiverings,  flush- 
ings, and  perspirations,  occurring  irrepilarlyi  and  the  other  no  hectic 
■wealing  at  all.  The  clear  complciion  and  bright  colour  of  hectic  are 
wanting  in  the  courrtensnce,  and  are  replaced  by  a  leaden  hue;  and  the 
retrospective  liistory  of  the  caw  is  that  of  aimple  inflammation.  Vide  p.  9S 
of  this  Vol. 
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..  ,  Uirf«n,  idine 
dnugiiti,  gum  anbtc,  di^Ulia,  ipeoacuinhi  in  tninuta  doiei,  betuoMimii 
mt  ni^ht,  Rnd  colocynth  pills;  tnd,  on  hi*  teaojery,  with  miituni^  flerti, 
raiituni  camphors,  inext,  tuid  porter—the  ^evioui  diet  hiving  CMMiMed 
pnnapilly  ofnulk.  '    ' ' 

8.  The  Lirer.—Dp.  N.  R.  Sunn,  (PhiLMonlh.  Jiium.  of  Med.  and SUrg. 
Ocl.)  haa  written  an  essay  on  the  pathology  of  the  digestive  oi^ni;  in 
which  he  labours  to  show  that  sufficient  importance  has  not  {^nerally  been 
attached  to  the  liver.  He  conceives  that  natterg  directly  absorbed  front 
the  Blimentary  caTttiei,  and  passing  to  the  liver  lliroiigh  llie  portal  circula- 
tion, as  is  shown  by  so  many  expehoicnts,  some  of  which  Dr.  S.  has  per- 
formed himself,  slibrd  a  nwre  direct  explanation  of  the  concurrence  of 
hepatic  derangement,  with  that  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  than  tlie 
direct  docdine  ofsympatliy;  and  seems  to  think  this  the  pFCferable  way  of 
explaining  the  most  frequent  coegb  of  such  conneidon.  'Hie  liver  ii  thus 
often  the  first  part  diseased;  the  slimtilua  of  unwholesome  foreign  matters 
in  tlie  cavity  of  it*  veins,  being  moFe  acutely  felt  than  on  the  mucous  sur- 
face of  tlie  bowels.  To  the  liver  not  only  belong?  the  task  of  secreting 
t»le,  but  the  additional  one  of  purifying  [and  intimately  mixing']  Ibe  hete- 
rogeneous blood,  which  cames  from  the  sioniich  and  intcatinea,  loaded  with 
saline  and  other  various  objects  of  absorption. 

We  think  there  ia  a  great  deal  of  ground  for  the  pathological  principle 
here  inferredi  but  we  question  whether  the  importance  of  (he  liver  is  un- 
der-estimated, for  example,  in  lb e  warmer  latitudes,  or  in  the  pupils  of  Dr. 
JjHEa  JaanBDii,  and  the  admirers,  amvn^  whom  we  rank  ourselves,  of  hia 
treatise  on  Uiaeaaes  of  TYopical  i;limatea.  As  to  the  theory  of  depuration, 
Dr.  S.  coincides  with  various  physiologists,  from  BLiakuit  and  Birtudlibls 
down,  in  this  very  probable  opiiiiou. 

9.  Dr.Bortur'febteTpatiotuontheethurt^tmieoutmemSrvrtn.XAmeiitMM 
jDunal  of  the  Hedical  Sciencei,  No.  1.)— Our  reader*  will  recollect  Oie 
collection  of  facta  by  H.  BiLLaao)  voL  !.  p.  441,  of  this  Journal  iln, 
thoae  of  Heasn.  Tbodm»u  and  Risdt,  toI.  iii.  p.  383;  and  those  of'  TJe. 
BiLtABD  agun,  voL  !v.  p.  396.  It  gives  us  nneerepleasuir  to  benowMW 
toaddloifaisliit  an  account  of  a  series  of  Ameiican  obscrrBtions. 

In  theapringof  182r,  Dr.  Hovaia,  tlieauU»or  of  the  meiiioir  heforcin^ 
commeaced,  in  aaaociation  with  our  reipected,  but  abaent  companion  in  ' 
the  conduct  of  thia  Journal,  Dr.  La  Roea^  a  set  of  ciperimenta  and  obser- 
ratiqns  on  the  natural  and  morbid  colmirs  of  mucoui  memhTancit  with  a 
refiTrence  to  an  increased  accuracy  in  future  accounts  of  dissections.  II  wla 
deaigned,  fint,  to  prepare  materials  for  an  accurate  idea  of  the  natural  and 
kcaltby  appearances  af  the  alimentary  canal,  both  during  rest  and  the  pro- 
cess of  tUgtition;  and  ■ubscquenlly  to  compare  these  with  a  seriea  of 
diseased  phenomena.  I'he  fint  inquiries  were  to  be  directed  to  brute 
animaltj  with  a  view  to  obtaining  greater  facility  and  certainly  in  investigaN 
tug  Ike  viscera  of  human  subjects,  whenever  the  rare  opportunity  ihauld 
be  presented  of  an  examination  of  theie,  tinderanged  by  irritation.  l)p. 
La  Rocaa'a  departure  for  Europe  cut  ahoH  his  partici|Mtion  in  the  espe- 
rimctitsj  and  Ur.  Koaixa  ha*  continued  them,  and  pubhahcd  Imb  narrative 
in  the  above  Journal. 

Exptrmtnlt  1  and  2. — Two  aheep  were  alaugbtered,  after  a  faat  of 
twenty-four  hour*,  by  cutting  the  throat,  and  subaequenlly  dividing  thespt> 
nal  marrow — Hucous  membnne  of  ilomach  and  inteitines,  of  a  pearl  eomir, 
lUgkily  yellote,  apjtnadung  (o  a  light  tint  of  bri^l  brown,-  exhibiting  n» 
bhod  itntb,nen  of  the  letgtHMt,  except  vryfaintlj/,  and  na red paielm^ 

Vol..  v.— No.  9,  JAHDaKi,  1828.  26. 


(tUARTEHl.!   Sl'MMAUI    OF   HKDIi 

E^trimtnt  3. — A  rabhit,  pithed,  diree  hoan  after  teedlni;  on  gicen  eab> 
bigci  cxBininktiun  made  immediately  after  the  visible  capillary  circohli'in 
badceased—Mucouicoat  of /<^A'i(/^o/' <*»>)iflf  A,  ill  «"*or(  ™7A/«rf,  0/ ,i 
uMiforvt  light  Int-r,  appnacbing  fa  vermiHim,  niithBUt  btttchei,  tr  thadet  »J 
differencf.  Right  half,  conlai-nin^  bill  Ulllejitd,  of  the  »ame  daUpriu-l  nthia- 
aa  that  of  the  sheep.  Smnll  intestines,  muck  lighlfr  than  stomnth.  (The 
detcription  of  these  last  is  not  jierfectly  clear.) 

Experimtttt  4. — lubbit.  Abdomen  upened  during  life.  Intestines  be- 
came iHghly  injected  with  blood,  on  the  outer  siir&cc,  wiili  great  rapidity. 
Irritated  Uie  mucous  coat  of  the  colon,  by  rviii'ng — became  irartei,  and  an 
anastomosis  nf  red  vessels  became  viable  in  the  outer  surhce,  resembling: 
a  honey  comb'  Stomach  eoDtained  green  fiod;  internal  coat,  dtq>  erinuon 
luJte — on  killing  ttic  ani^nal  ami  cutting  the  parts  out,  cardiac  hau  became 
light  lake,  and  pyloric  Mt,  yeilow pearh  colour  uiiilbrm,  and  not  in  patclies. 
Exptriment  5. — Batibiti  pithed — Stomach  conlaintd food.  Left  lialf  JoAc, 
appraachiHg  vtrmiliotii  right  half,  dui/jMw^-  colours  unilbrai,  and  not  in 
patches. 

Coloured  figures  are  given  for  these;  which,  in  our  copy,  and  h>  our  eyes, 
moat  nearly  resemble,  the  first,  the /hi(cA  oranife,  IhaUtietv  the  iu# orange, 
oT  Mr.  SiMBi  both  diluteil,  the  latter  very  much  so. 

Here  the  observations  on  brute  animals  cvncludei  and  Dr.  B.  proceeds 
with  thnac  of  human  subjects, 

Case  1. — There  is  a  woman  now  in  the  Pliiladclphia  Alms  House,  wlio, 
some  timcwMc,  lost,  by  gangrene,  the  sphincter  »tii, adjoining  integtinicnts, 
and  about  six  inches  of  the  rectum.  The  perinxum  has  cicatrixed;  but  is 
ke|)t  in  a  continual  state  of  excoriation  by  tlie  fxces,  whose  escape  ia  no 
longer  restrwncd  and  regulated  by  the  sphincter.  A  distinct  view  is  af- 
forded of  the  inside  of  the  colon,  near  the  sigmoid  flexure;  the  mucous 
coat  of  which  Is  of  the  colour  of  the  vasina,  or  of  naolybUttertd  tkia. 

Ur.  H.  considers  this  observation  sufficient  to  authorize  the  inference, 
tlut  "the-noslril  or  tiie  vsgina,  in  a  robust,  healtliy  female,  wit)  probably 
be  found  to  represent  correctly  the  shade  of  colour,  which,  in  life,  belongs 
naturally  to  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous  coat."  We  do  not  feel  tliis  tu 
be  conclusive:,  as  the  patient's  colon,  far  from  being  "healthy,"  must 
be  presumid  to  t>e  in  a  state  of  irritation,  of  considerable  severity,  both 
from  its  unnatural  exposure  to  the  air,  and  from  the  influence  exerted  upon 
it  by  the  external  cxctvislion-  The  Uvingu;«m(i/ surface  of  the  intestines 
we  have  frequently  seen  in  animals,  and,  in  aeierat instances,  in  the  human 
subject;  and  the  dark,  bluish  gray,  which  it  always  exhibited  in  these  coses, 
as  it  usually  does  in  animals  recently  slaughtered,  is  hardly  compatibly  with 
such  a  lively  blood-red  in  llic  interior. 

Dr.  H.  next  details  the  appearances  found  in  the  interesting  case  of  Hr. 
'W.  J.,  whose  sudden  death  was  preceded  by  diSicully  of  breutliing,  and 
violent  pain  in  ilia  loins,  other  symptoms  not  having  been  accorded.  Thi; 
ilotaach  was  found  to  contain  two  ounces  of  mucus,  and  to  have  the  mda 
and  aummili  0/ the  rugiB,  of  1.  verg  lif;ht  warmsUnna  or  brii^t  brtnen,  wliilc, 
in  llie  deprtasioiu  belivecn  tlie  rugs,  the  mucous  membrane  was  of  a  dull 
pearl  colour. 

The  jejunum  contained  "feculent  matter,  consisting  of  mucus,  yellow 
bile,  and  cream,  reduced  to  a  homogeneous  and  digested  moss."  Its  lac- 
teals  were  filled  with  chyle.  The  mucous  cont  wss  of  a  dteper  aerma,  and 
of  a  more  umform  tingt.  Colon,  containing  fxces — its  raucous  membrane 
uf  a  dull  peart  calaitr. 

Dr.  H.  Ihinkii  lliat,  in  this  case,  there  was  not  tlic  least  pmbiibility  of  » 
diseased  digestive  apparatus.  The  cause  of  dcatli  is,  however,  by  no 
mtans  obvious  from  the  narr:itivc,     In  the  parts  least  undvr  the  cxcitcmeiw 
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«r  Uigeitiun,  we  see  Uie  iMune  dull  pcaH  ctdour  as  in  ihe  ab«i-i'Tation»  un 

Tlie  writer  here  falls  into  a  mode  of  CTpretuoi^  wUIck  we  hir^  uccMion* 
ally  iBCt  with,  und  which  >p[>«an  to  tu  liable  to  create  a  confiuion  nf  tdcM. 
He  Biya,  that  be  "  never  found  the  abdoinmal  viKcra  In  a  alate  wjiitli  leeiaei] 
uuljcntive  of  more  perfect  health,"  and  Ibia  phrase  is  very  likely  to  be  re- 
peated with  tlie  authority  of  liiti  twmc:  wliereaa,  it  is  a  plain  paitio  prititi- 
fu,  the  BotUTol  appearutce  being  precisely  wltat  is  to  be  ascerUincd,  Bfiil 
BotBdmittin^,  in  the  present  mode  of  examination,  of  any  authwily  whatever, 

IJr.  HHaaiK  defines  congestion  to  be  "an  accumulatiun  of  reil  blood  in 
any  part  or  oresnof  the  body,  without  irritatiuii  ur  mechanical  violence.  A( 
an  example  of  this,  be  gives  a  cose  of  suirucation,froni  on  abscess  over  line 
Ipryni;  m  wluch.  Iiotrcvcr,  the  cause  of  deallt  ai>pcirB  lu  liavc  been  the 
presence  of  two  tumoun  in  the  edges  of  the  glottis,  cotnpuaed  of  mem- 
brane filled  with  icnun  and  lymph,  luid  producing  sulTocation  by  cluung 
ttiQ  aperture. 

The  minutett  bnnclics  of  the  vena  portsrum  were  found  so  fully  in- 
jected, as  to  give  a  light  puqile  colour  to  the  ubuli;  of  41ie  small  intes- 
tines, oxtcrnillyi  iiilerspersed  witli  imihii^any  coloured  patches  of  two 
inches  diameter. — "Tbe  internal  coat  of  the  stumacll  li^hl  /lin/i,  but  with 
ilic  summits  of  the  rugx  resemblinj;  red  streaks,  from  a  number  of  mi' 
nute  red  dots. — No  red  patches,  nor  techy moaea — Smalt  intestines — in- 
tenial  coAt  covered  with  similar  small  dots— Colon  contained  a  few  of  tliem, 
■nil  WIS  contracted*-! nte raid  coat  at  aaytha/fui — white  pearl  colour. 

Ill  another  etpeiiinent,  fur  Ilie  eluciiUlion  of  "red  inflammation,"  Dr. 
Uonnin  fuund  tl>e  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  iiia  n^it,  of  aacar- 
Ict-Lke  colour,  from  the  excitement  of  di^slioni  on  applying  tlie  stopper 
of  a  bottle,  wet  with  a  solution  of  currouve  sublimate,  greater  redness  was 
induced  in  the  space  thus  irritated^  which  was  followed,  nf^cr  denili,  by  the 
sppearance  ofral  btvtdtcai  thus  airunling  an  example  of  the  pttxtuctiun  of 
tliese  blotches  by  a  ilirect  and  visible  VTilalu/n. 

llic  relBliadcr  of  the  paper  details  ten  very  interesting  eases  of  gastric 
irntatiun  in  the  human  subject,  from  the  practice  of  Ur.  UuKnlB,  and  of 
kia  friend^  !)».  lluimx,  Asoheiid,  CaivriTu,  Jamm,  Ottu,  aiidLt.  Itooa*. 
We  should  be  gbil,  had  we  spnce,  to  an'iilysc  them ;  they  are  * er^  similar 
to  numenHis  exaoiplcB  of  Ih^iame  pltenomena  described  in  Kurope.  They 
ve,  most  of  Uivm,  caae*  at  fivtr,  in  which  tlie  sagacity  ami  phvEiulogtN 
anatomic*!  skill  of  these  gentlemen,  bad  detected  those  marks  of  local  trti- 
tabon  wirich  are  au  frequently  overlooked  by  tlic  numlugiats. 

We  can  iu>ngmtulaie  our  readcn  upon  the  succk'ssivu,  but  rapid  accu- 
mulation of  a  mats  of  American  evideiicCi  on  lliese  important  pointsi  moat 
•f  which  has  been  disseminated  Ihroughthe  medium  of  periodical  Journals, 
(Vide,  ill  this  Journal,  Mi-rrHai.i.  and  IUll,  on  the  Vatiuliml,  vol.  2.  pp.  37 
and  358,  wiUi  coloured  figuresi  Dr.  Mioiatx  on  Yellow  Fever,  p.  SJi  Ur. 
WAjiisa,v.  :l.p.  U  I>T.  I'laniKii.p.  51;  Ur.  Uoauis,  p.  til;  Dr.  ricvion, 
p.  313,  and  vol.  4.  p.  1.  Among  our  eotemporariei,  bewdea  the  prcaent 
number,  we  have  dcKved moM pMsuie  fromtbe  cxoellBnt  Juaectiont of 
Ilr.  Liwaaaci,  in  the  Fhiladclpbia  Jminul.) 

10.  Sno  Tat  fur  Soundna*  of  Iht  £iM^.— Dr.  Witttax  Lioks,  Staff*. 
Surgeon,  Edinburgti,  lEd.  Hed-  and  Surg.  Jounwl,  October,)  tecommeBdi 
(he  fallowiDg  process  as  a  means  ofascertaipingthetoundneM  of  the.lungi) 
anil  has  found  it  to  fulfil  bis  most  sanguine  eipectationi,  intheexam'natiMi 
of  army  recmiisi  for  which  purpoae  be  conceive*  that  it  renders  the 
s/t/AoMuw  unnecessary,  lie  directs  the  individual  to  be  tested,  to  make  a 
biU  iuspirationi  and,  (luring  the  cxpiBtiaD>tucoiiBt,M  far  as  be  can,  sluwl/ 
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and  aodibty,  without  taking  another  inspiration.  The  number  of  seconds 
(luring  which  he  can  do  this,  ii  noted  hy  a  watch  with  a  second-hand;  aiul 
ii  found  to  "  increaae  in  proportion  Id  the  integrity  of  the  lungs." 

After  the  most  pci-fect  inspiration,  according  to  Dr.  Ltohb,  the  time  of 
counting  does  not  exceed  thirty-five  lecoiids;  and  commonly,  in  apparently' 
sound  lungs,  vartea  from  twcnty-jive  to  thirty  seconds.  In  confirmed  phthisis 
it  never  exceeds  eig;ht,  and  frequently  fulls  undecsix  or  sevens  i"  pleurisy 
and  pneumonia,  it  is  firom  lii  or  four  to  nine  seconds;  in  hepstizationi  from 
nine  to  fourteen ;  in  a  strong  and  healthy  looking  young  mBii,di«coveredto 
have  dyspnixa,  with  a  stiglit  tinge  of  the  lip  and  ear,  and  in  anothBl,  sub- 
ject to  attack*  of  asthma,  but  apparently  free  from  it  at  the  time,  and 
healthy  lookinfj,  it  did  not  exceed  ten. 

We  have  subjected  three  persons  to  this  test,  in  apparent  health  of  lungsi 
though  two  of  them  were  alfccted  with  chronic  inflammatiou  of  Ihe  glottis. 
A  man,  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  counted  for  twenty-seven  seconds;  an- 
utber,  of  thirty  years,  forty  seconds;  a  corpulent  female,  of  sixty-five  years, 
fifteen  seconiSj  tliough  never  ascertained  to  be  ailected  with  disease  m  the 
lungs.  ^ 

11.  J'ttfUmophl/imi  Ci/anoliea.     I' Athita  pulmrniafa  laitk  cyananM,  t>r  the 

Huediieaie.  (Journal  des  Progrta,  No.  4.) — A  congeries  of  pulmonary  tu- 
bercles has  long  been  noticed,  as  s  cause  preventing  the  due  closure  of  the 
foramen  ovale,  and  producing  that  distressing  malady  chamcterized  by  the 
presence  of  a  large  proportion  of  venous  blood  in  the  arterial  cavities.  The 
writer  of  this  note  once  witnessed  a  very  striking  case  of  the  kiml;  in  which 
a  prodigious  number  of  tubercles  were  found,  in  an  advanced  stage,  in  the 
hings  of  a  "  blue  child,"  nine  months  old. 

Professor  Schonlbir,  of  Wurlzburgh,  has  described  a  malady  of  the 
same  nature,  at  a  more  advanced  age;  und  one  of  his  pupils.  Dr.  J.  Unsiui 
si:  Ber:<stidt,  fumishea  us  with  a  neat  memoir  onthe  subject,  as  above; 
from  which  we  are  now  quoting. 

This  affection,  according  to  our  author,  usually  develops  itself  "  during 
puberty;"  and  is  distinguished  by  its  duration,  which  rarely  exceeds  lliree 
mimlht,  by  the  intensity  exhibited  in  the  cenoM  symptomt,  by  pulsations  of 
the  heart  and  arteries,  "prompt,  lively,  and  undulating,"  not  always  occur- 
ring at  isochronous  intervals;  by  the  consunlfttive  physiognomy  and  habi- 
tus; by  paleness  of  tlie  face,  and  blueness  of  the  lips;  by  tlie  narrowing' 
and  flattening  of  the  chest;  by  the  slendemess  and  length  of  the  limbs, 
especially  of  the  arms  and  fingers,  which  are  swelled  at  the  extremity,  re- 
sembling liruin-iif  if  A>.'  At  a  later  period,  occur  catarrhal  ^mptoms,  with 
cough,  stitches  in  the  sides,  oppressed  breathing,  hsmoptyus,  and,  after- 
wards, purulent  expectoration.  In  the  third  oi  fourth  stage  of  the  com- 
plaint occurs  hectic  fever.  It  difiera  from  ulcerous  phthisis,  by  the  rapidity 
of  its  career,  the  absence  of  any  species  of  colliquation,  the  dryness  of 
the  skin,  the  scanty  expectoration,  constipation,  and  the  premature  occur. 
«nce  of  symptoms  of  cerebral  disease. 

Non -obliteration  of  tlie  foramen  ovale  occurs  more  frequently  in  females 
than  in  males.  It  has  been  discovered  in  the  children  of  those  affected  with 
the  same  disease,  or  with  aneurisms,  or  ossifications  in  the  heart,  &c.  This 
state  of  tilings  does  ntK,  necessarily,  produce  cyanosis;  but  is  liable  to  give 
rise  to  it,  when  the  patient's  system  is  deranged  by  various  causes:  such 
are,  an  Accelerated  circulation,  pneiimonia>  catarrh,  pregnancy,  child-birtli, 
and  violent  muscular  exertions. 

tin  dissection,  the  brain  is  commonly  found  gorged  with  venous  blood, 
and  ill  ventricles  distended  with  serosily;  and  one  or  both  of  the  phrenic 
nerves,  swelled,  hardened,  tendinous,  and,  as  it  were,  suffering  under 
atrophy.    The  heurt  is  rounder  than  natural,  but  without  any  difTcrcnce  iu 
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the  wiUft  of  itc  ventricles.  The  fonnven  ovale  ia  open  i,  and  its  valveii  ane 
of  a  reticulated  structure.  The  blood  of  the  heart  is  extremely  Uquidc  the 
lungs  are  partly  ulcerated;  and  the  liver  larger  than  natural,  oommonJIy' 
loaded  with  venous  blood,  soft  and  doughy,  seeming  io  bear  nearly  ^kp 
same  relation  to  the  lungs  that  it  does  in  the  foetus,  ^> 

In  fii^tre&inuntt  we  are  told,  that  it  is  out^of  thej^oifer  of  luunan^i^BOQiCgr 
to  eflfect  a  curtf  as  the  closure  of  the  foramen  ofaltt|t,a^mce8«  which  capr 
not  be  effected  by  any  medicaments  in  our  pwipig|ji-|  pn  the  other  han4» 
hQw«F«r»  nature  possesses  the  poww  <i  producipirais  effect  be&re  the 
coo^etion  df  pi^erty^  and  the  blueness  will  theii  ctE^peas.  In  otdec  to 
peimitthis  demrable  chan^  to4ake  place*  our  whole  care  is  to  enable  .the 
patient,  if  possible,  to  survive  those  years  of  his  youtli  in  which  the  danger 
exists,  without  extinguishing  the  vital  lamp  by  anjr  of  the  causes  which  are 
likely  to  excite  the  disease.  In  this  view*  three  mdications  presentthen^ 
selves:  1.  To  limit  the  general  demand  and  necessi^for  arterial  blood 
throughout  thejystemi  2.  to  supply,  in  part,  the  lunction  -of  the  hmgsbf 
the  subsidiary  action  dfctther  organs  of  the  bodyi  aed^.  To  Mroidthe  ao* 
tion  of  injurious  causes  on  the  lungs  generally. 

The  first  of  these  is  to  be  attempted,  by  enjoining  the  most  perfect  re* 
pose  poa^ble;  by  forbidding  the  use  of  aliments  containing  a  large  amoii^ 
of  hydrogei^  which  are  supposed  to  require  a.  more  active  oxidating  pro^ 
cess  in  the  Uingsi  and  by  directing  vegetwle  food*  watery  drinlu^  uidotiier 
similar  means*.  The  organs  which  are  eapable  of  assisting  the  lungi^  m^ 
the  kidneys,  the  liver,  and  the  skin.  On  the  first  of  these  we  are  to  act  by 
digitalis;  which  possesses  the  additional  property  of  diminishing  the  capjb* 
city  c£  the  vascular  qcstem;  on  the  liver,  by  calomel,  and  the  antiphlogistic 
salts{  and  on  the  slun  by  warm  baths*  acidulated  witii  hydrochlone  (murii^ 
tic>acid.  The  means  of  fulfilling  the  third  indication  are  fiuniliar:  thflif 
conabt  in  avoiding  exposure  to  eora*  &c* 

Dr.  U.  de  B.  adds  an  exemplification  of  the  disease*  in  the  narrative  Of 
a  case;  which,  though  highly  mteresting,  lyould  not*  as  we  apprehend,  be 
advantageously  abridged  here.  The  cerebral  symptoms  exists  for  a  shopt 
period,  and  consisted  chiefly  in  a  tranquil  delirium*  with  convulttohs  oifthe 
extremities. 


12.  On  gtmgretu  of  the  unouihs  of  ChUdrm*    In  a  letter  from  Josxra  C£Abx% 
M.  D.,  of  Dublin*  to  one  of  the  Editors  of  this  JoumaL  . 

The  following  favour  from  a  venerable  physician  of  Dublin*  of  the  high 
respect  attached  to  whose  character  we  are  well  aware,  was*  immediatdy 
on  its  reception,  laid  before  the  Committee  of  the  Children's  Asylum  oif 
ihis  city.  It  was  su^sequentlv  mislaid;  and  we  embrace  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  offering  it  to  our  readers. 

'    DuBUB*  Nov.  16*  1826. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  looking  over  the  last  number  of  the  Medico-Chirui^gtcal  Review,  pub- 
lished in  London,  in  October,  my  attention  has  been  attracted  to  an  article 
at  page  586,  entitled  *'  Cancrum  oris  Infantum."* 

t 

*  The  article  here  alluded  to,  is  an  abridgment  of  an  essay  on  the  gan- 
^cnous  ulcer  of  the  mouths  of  children,  inserted  in  a  former  number  of 
this  Journal.  The  analyst  in  the  Kevicw  has*  however,  chosen  to  prefix 
the  above  title;  liable,  as  the  reader  may  see,  to  the  accusation  of  being  in- 
correct, and  ungrammatical,  or  totally  barbarous.  Vide  voL  2*  oTUms  work^ 
4>p.  17  and  18,  foot  note.  f 
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This  BTtick  brought  tu  mf  recoIleeUon  «omc  conTCMLt'ioiu  I  ha<1,  a  lew 
ftm  ago,  with  my  lute  sun,  Dr.  Jihki  Cla-hik,  then  one  uf  the  Pbyucians  - 
lo  the  UouBc  of  Industry  in  this  city.  My  son  deacfibed  to  me  a  ^n^^en- 
OU9  afTactiun  oTthe  mouth  in  a  crowded  ward  ofcliiklren,  which  baffled  all 
the  effbrta  of  the  members  of  Uie  medical  profbuion  sttoched  lothat  great 
«st&btiihment;  and  beefed  to  know  what  I  would  try  in  «imilir  drcum- 
■tanccB,    I  suggested  bonLz  in  various  foTRin,  and  brisk  purfi^tion- 

My  son  fount]  the  whole  of  Ibis  establishment  badii/  vatlUaUd,  and  oixr- 
ctmsuin' with  inmalea.  in  proportion  aa  ventilation  win  improred,  and  num- 
bers diminished  in  cocli  room,  my  ion  had  the  satinraction  to  lind  the  gaii- 
grcnoui  disease  of  the  moatU  to  dUaf>pci»,  and  the  general  health  uftlic 
young  crealares  to  amend. 

rorgreatimproTcntcntieircctcdina  noble  chnri table  asylum  in  till*  city, 
I  refer  you  to  an  essay  of  mine  in  the  od  vuUniie  of  (be  TmnEaclions  of  the 
Uojd  Irish  Academy. 

I  tnentiTin  these  sug^flstlons  Willi  dlffidencci  but  not  without  a  hope  Ihnt 
some  public  benefit  may  arise  from  recjuestin^  your  aUcntton  to  Elicni. 
Pcnoaded  that  you  will  excuse  this  intrusion,  1  remain,  he. 

JOSEPH  CLAItKE,  M.  D. 
To  H.  H.  CuATBB,  H.  1).  Uutland  Sq^uare, 

13.  3?Sc  rams.— Dr,  S.  JtrKson,  orNnrthumbcrland.writcaui  as  follows, 
refpeeting  the  disease  described  in  a  former  number  at  tliia  Journal,  as 
compared  with  tliat  of  which  he  lias  publislied  a  description,  under  tlic  name 
ofgangTKnopsis. 

'*l'be  present  summer,  I  had  three  children  most  alarmingly  salivated, 
witli  *  sudden  gangrene  on  tlie  inside  of  the  cheeks;  I  blistered,  and  used 
(he  solution  of  ^s.  of  sulphate  of  copper  to  the  ounce  uf  wat^ r,  with  such 
sstoniihing  success,  that  the  whole  disease  went  off  in  a  few  days,  lc»*ing 
healtli^  ulcers.  These  cases  aflbrdcd  a  convlncingproof  that  the  gangrru- 
cpsis  IS  a  very  different  thing.  They  resembled  it  in  notliiiigi  not  even 
in  the  appearance  of  the  gan^ene." 

14.  M  Account  vfa  Gdalinoui  Cyit  oeatpying  the  kjl  lidt  of  the  Tuba 
Anautarc — 1'hia  case  b  recorded  in  the  BalUtin  dt  In  Sxiili  Jtnalgmiguc, 
t.niinserX.eH'i.a^^ia  NouixiU  BUitiothbiiue  MtSeak,^OT  ia\y.  The  subject  was 
A  ftmale  forty  yew*  of  age,  who  was  received  into  tlie  hospital  of  St.  Louis, 
on  the  ICIh  of  December,  1826.  In  the  year  I81S,  she  complained  of  pniu 
in  the  left  side  of  her  face,  shortly  after  having  suffered  much  from  friglit. 
Two  years  afterwards  she  marricdi  and  no  long  time  elapsed  subiequeut  to 
thll  event,  until  her  menses  left  her,  and  the  pains  ofher  face,  before  tolcra- 
blc,  and  recurring  at  intervals,  now  became  so  intense,  as  to  forbid  her  at- 
templinfanythingwhicbrequired  the  lesst  attention.  Tlie  slighteal  mental 
emotiun  produced  exaceH>ations.  A  belief  entertained  by  her  medical  aJ- 
visers,  that  the  disease  was  i^euralgia,  occasioned  by  carious  teeth,  induced 
htfr  to  po  to  Pans,  and  have  them  exlmclcd  by  M,  Hesieibuds.  Her 
pains  disappeared,  but  only  for  a  few  hours;  after  vrliich  they  returned 
with  renewed  violence.  From  tliis  time,  she  experienced  severe  Uncinating 
pain,  which,  beginning  at  tlie  kn  side,  extended  all  over  tlie  fiice.  Some- 
times sbe  would  rise  suddenly  and  seem  to  fly  some  danger,  seizing  hold 
of  any  object  near  her.  She  was  giddy  when  walking,  and  felt  as  If  intoii- 
catcd.  Creeping  and  convulsions  of  the  muscles  of  the  face,  complete 
the  picture  of  her  situation  during  the  first  period  of  ber  disease.  Subsc- 
ipionlly  to  tMj,  the  pains  of  the  face  diminished,  and  were  replaced  by  a 
fcc1Ini|  of  leaM.''  The  Jevp  seated  pains,  on  the  cuutrury,  rctoiiied  tH  t^ii 
■iilenniyT 
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The  foIlo\lan^  were  the  symptoms  eTiiice4  b j  the  i^niei  aad  ■»M*^1fiT 
system,  on  the  adnusuon  of  the  patient  iato  the  hospital*  1.  The  Jtft 
lower  eyelid  was  depressed  towardis  its  external  aiM;le»  but  y/mom.  wu 
complete^  and  qolours  were  distinj^shable  until  deaths  2*  The  Isft  aide 
of  the  face  was  completely  pandytic,  and.the  commissure  of  the  lipkmfi 
powerfully  drawn  towards  the  right  side.  The  left  iv^stril  waa  moitionks^ 
and  the  patient  could  only  take  snuff  on  the  other  side*  The  fiue  wm^ 
tematelj  pale,  and  bathed  in  sweaty  or  highly  colour^    3<'  Tlie  senae  of 

smell  was  entire^  and  B 9  who  pever  took  snuff  pijof  t^het  indiaposi- 

tion,  was  afterwards  always  asking  for  itt  and  ezperienoad  pleasure  im 
makii^  use  of  it  4*  It  waa  difficult  to  ascerUdn  to  wbi^  extent  tlua  a^nat 
of  hearing  waa  altered*  5*  From  the  invaaioa  of  the.dKM^aae*  the  aeaift  of 
taste  had  graduaUy  been  enfeebled;  so  td»at«  a  few  montlia  bdEbre  her  dittA^ 
she  could  not  tell  one  aliment  from  another,  except  sugar»  the  rriirii  fiir 
which  she  retained  to  the  last  Deghitition  was  peiforaied  wifli  extveniv 
difficulty;  the  food,  on  amving  at  the  fhujx^  irw  in  gft^da part  nyected* 
The  ToiM  was  sttll  formed;  out  q>eech  was  almost  gone*  The  patient 
could  only  give  the  monoayUabic  repW  of  negation  or  asaent  The  mua- 
ctdar  actbn  of  the  right  ade  of  the  bodj  waa  entire;  tlua  ode  of  Hm  trank 
was  cunred,  Uke  the  arc  of  a  circle,  eq)ec3^v  when  the  petknt  waa  m  bed. 
I  left  thoracic  and  abdominal  members^  had  leak  nuidi  of  theb  fin 


The 

and  power  of  motion:  but  ther  were  n^  in  •  stale  of  complete  pacaliyaifti 
Occasionally,  the  heart  aeemea  tp  cease  beatingi^jsad  hiaace  the  palenefa  ei 
tiieface^loiiaofthoui^ttandyinameMnieyabaenceofanfife.  Thereap^ 
ratioi^  for  a  time,  would  become  impeded  and  laborioua;  and  it  seemed  a* 
if  the  neceasary  strength  waa  'wantmg  for  the  perfomance  pf  the  liiftctioai 

The  patient,  daring  sereral  moirthr  residience  in  th^  Imq^tiJ  of  Bt  Loai^ 
waa  not  subjected  to  any  other  treatment  than  reat  and  demnlccsKl^  fim 
finally  sank  under  a  latent  pneumonia* 

Dissection,  performed  twenty-fis^r  hours  after  death,  exhibited'  the  fbt 
lowiiijg  appearances.  The  exterior  habit  ef  the  body,  pteaented  geneiil 
emanation.  The  leftside  of  the  face,  m4  the  left  arm  and  lc|^  q^peued 
somewhat  smaller  than  the  corresponding  parta  on  the  right  nde.  'Hie  nfr 
cera  of  the  abdomen  were  aound.  The  Idft  lung  waa  hadthy,  and  without 
adhesion;  the  right  exhibited  pneumonia  in  the  iint  degree.  Mae  albi»' 
minous  membranes  were  seen  in  some  parta  of  its  surftce,  and  the  remai» 
der  of  it  was  adherent  to  the  ribf,  by  fidae  membranes,  organized)  the  marfc 
of  an  old  pleurisy. 

The  cranium  Deing  laid  open,  there  were  seen  tracet  of  ^chronic  aradi-^ 
nitis,  characterized  by  adheuons  of  the  cerebral  to  the  parietal  aaduaUt 
en)eclally  on  a  level  with  the  anterior  clinoid  procesaea.  The  brain  was  care* 
fully  laid  bare;  the  anterior  lobes  raised;  and  the  nenrea  cautiouaiy  cut,  at 
the  moment  of  their  entrance  into  the  fbranuna  at  the  baae  of  the  eranium. 
After  haiang  cut  the  tentorium  cerebelK  carefiiny  on  each  nde,  there  wa» 
perceived  a  tumour  of  a  yellowish  colour,  smooth  eztemallyf  of  a  gelatinont 
consistence,  of  the  size  of  an  eg|[,  knotted,  and  presenting  de^  fissurc% 
united  by  vascular  iiUments.    This  tumour  aeemed  to  have  beeraeiehmed 
between  the*  arachnoid  and  pia  mater.    Besting  on  the  barilar  aurfiMe,  d^ 
fore  the  auditory  foramen  and  the  anterior  condyloid  Ibrasnen,  it  seat  coi^ 
stderable  prolongations  between  the  summit  of  the  pars  petrooum,  and  the 
anterior  clinoid  process:  this  last  prolongation  occupiea  the  middle  cere- 
bral fossa,  compressed  the  gangUforro  enlargement  of  the  trifibdal  nr  fifih 
nerve,  and  seemed  in  a  manner  blended  witii  a  great  number  of  filameata 
of  this  ganglion,  which  was  itself  atrophied.    The  eztsmal  PfOlOf  ^fHp'^  uf 
the  eye,  the  external  carotid  artery,  and  the  ophthalmic  branel^  ^ftlfi,  com- 
preacd  by  tlie  internal  border  »f  the  prolongation  of  this  toaMT.    iShm 
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by  a  dense 

mition.  This  tumour  vns  sepuitad  from  the  bones  of  tbe  cruiium,  by  tlie 
arachnoid  and  ilur*  mater.  It  wag  covered  by  the  inlerior  and  poitctuir  posi- 
tionnf  tbe  middle  lobe,uidap>rt  of  the  extremity  of  the  postciiar  lob^  by 
the  left  peduncle  ofthe  cerebrum,  and  the  peduncle  □fthecerebcUuni  of  the 
sameside.  All  these  parlawere  very  viubly  diminished  in  size,andatruphicd; 
Knd  exhibited  a  deep  pit  corresponding  with  the  lurface  of  the  tumour. 
The  tuber  annulare,  which  seemed  to  be  the  special  seat  and  point  of  depart- 


was  depressed,  and  thrown  back  out  of  its  situation.  The  ie(t  lobe  of  the 
cerebellum  was  directed  backwards  by  the  tumour;  so  lliat  the  supcrficiai 
fibres  placed  transversely,  which  i.id  in  the  formation  of  the  cerebellum,  re- 
pseiented  a  kind  of  curve,  the  concavity  of  which  was  thrown  backwards. 
Necessarily,  then,  the  lefl  lobe  must,  in  this  direction,  have  projected  l>e~ 
yond  the  right. 

Tiie  appearance  of  the  nerves  was  not  leas  intercsltn?.  At  the  inferior 
part  of  the  tumour,  was  the  trifacial  or  fifth  nerre,  which  passed  directly 
beneath  it,  and  seemed,  as  it  were,  confounded  with  a  kincf  of  false  mem- 
brwiesi  its  filaments  were  short;  it  was  white  and  flat.  This  nerve,  in  iu 
course  into  the  cranium,  was  accompanied  by  the  tumour,  as  far  as  tlic 
middle  cerebral  fossa,  and  appeared  as  if  united  with  it.  Its  substance  was 
peoettated  by  many  vessels.  The  left  external  motor  nerve  of  the  eye, 
which  also  accompanied  the  inferior  part  ofthe  tumour.was  evidently  aug- 
mented in  she,  and  enlarged  in  the  middle  of  the  tumour;  but  it  could  be 
leadily  detached  from  the  cyst.  The  facial,  acoostiCi  and  hypoglossal 
nerves,  and  those  which  pass  out  by  the  left  fcramen  kcerum,  were  com- 
pressed. The  optic  and  olfactory  nerves,  which  had  not  at  alt  suffered  frora 
pressure,  were  entire.     The  tubcrcuta  iiuadrigemlna  were  small. 

1'he  cerebrum  did  not  exiiibit  any  change  in  its  structure.  The  medulla 
was  sound.  On  the  spinal  portion  of  the  arachnoid,  some  laminx  of  false 
membranes  were  found,  which  seemed  to  be  in  a  cartilaginous  state. 

The  tumour,  when  eut  into  slices,  seemed  to  be  composed  of  numerous 
celts,  which  formed  as  many  cysts.  These  cells  contained  a  yellowish 
gelfttinoua  substance,  covered  with  a  transparent  membrane. 

The  reporters  of  this  case,  Drs.  Jobcbt  and  CAiaaAVE,  point  out  the  in- 
ferences which  may  be  drawn  illustrative  of  the  fimctions  of  the  difl'erenl 
nerves,  compressed  or  affected  by  the  tumour.  Tnn  pnins  of  the  Gice,  so 
acute  at  first,  are  referable  to  a  neuralgia  of  the  fifyi  pair,  as  their  subsi- 
dence may  be  explained  by  subsequent  preisure  on  the  nerve  exerted  by 
the  tumqur.  The  almost  entire  loss  of  taste  is  aecountedforin  the  altered 
condition  of  the  lingual  branch  ofthe  fifUi  jaur.  Hot  the  integrity  of  llie 
semes  of  vision  and  smell  would  militate  agwnst  the  experiments  of  Hi- 
SEaniE;  since  this  stale  of  things  existed,  notwitlistanding  the  lifUi  pair  was 
so  much  interested.  Tlwj  compression  of  the  left  facial  nerve  explains  the 
Immobility  of  the  noslril  of  tliat  side,  and  why  the  commissure  ofthe  tips 
wasdrawn  1o  the  right.  Ought  tlie  difticiilty  of  deglutition  and  respiration, 
and  the  morbid  slate  of  the  circulntion,  to  be  attributed  to  the  compression 
of  the  glosso-pharyngcal,  pneumo-gasl/ic,  and  spinal  nerves?  The  slow 
and  gradual  abolition  of  speech,  is  readily  explained  by  the  pressure  of  the 
tumour  on  the  great  liypogloBsal  nei-ves.  That  the  intelleetual  faculties 
should  be  entire,  might  nanirally  have  been  expecte<^'considcring  the  integ- 
rity ofthe  cerebrum.  The  evidenceoftbia  integrity  and  sanity  ofintelk-ct 
eoull  only  !>*  expressed  by  gesture,  as  speech  was  wanting.  But  it  was 
fuUy  prtucd  on  the  occasion  of  one  of  the  patient's  relalions  visiting  hcpi 
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•he  blushed,  and  chi^nged  colour,  and  the  face  here  expreated  what  thm 
toDf^e  could  not.  il^e  may>  perhaps,  suppose  the  acute  pains  of  the  bea4 
to  have  depended  on  the  irritation  andtumin^  back  of  the  ponaTafolii*  or 
tuber  Annulare.  ' 

The  incomplete  hemiplegia  of  the  same  side  with  that  compresi^i  it  ex* 
plained  in  part,  by  Uwe  observations  of  Gal!  and  BLAiniur;  from  which  U 
would  seem,  that  whenever  the  effusion  or  aheration  existed  in  the  t%* 
treme  end  of  tiie  posterior  lobe  fbrmedjiy  the  olivaiy  bodies,  the  irritAlSbii 
was  transmitted  directly  to  the  same  side  of  the  body,  because  the  olrrary 
bodies  do  fiot|  in  their  course,  interlace  like  the  corpora  pyramidalia.  But 
in  the  case  under  notice,  the  exphuiation  Will  not  hoU,  since  the  pyramicM 
bodies  were  as  much  eompreaaed'as  the  oUraiy  oiiea*   . 
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MEUtCA. 

25.  Compration  hy  a  roller  in  Acute  RkeumaUsm, — ^Hie  June  number  of 
the  JMuva  G^wfrakt  deM^iitfeme  contains  a  paper  by  Dr.  L.  J.  YAmus,  of 
Brussels,  in  which  he  details  the  good  effects  oicompresaion  by  means  tif 
rplters  III  cases  of  articular  inflammation,  known  under  the  i^mea  of  acute 
articular  rheamatiprat  fiibrous  rh^uitiatisov  aftbritis,  artkn^rheulnaHettt  ^e. 
He  mentions  his  having  beeain^ttced  to  try  this  means»  in-conseqiience  nf 
the  (brtunate  iresulta  attending  a  similar  process  in  phfegmonoas  erjfnpdaa 
in  the  handa  of  Dr.  YxxiPaAu.  General  and  local  bleeding  had  beoi  fttvo* 
tised  by  Dr.  VAaLjcs  without  relief  ensoinge  nor  waa  the  applieatioo  oTthn 
bandage  over  the  affected  joint  and  limb  at  first  follows  with  an  abate* 
roent  of  the  pain;  but,  after  the  lapse  of  two  or  three  hours,  and  the  uae  of 
an  emollient  waidi,  sllowed  to  transude  through  the  roller  to  the  pArt^  iStm 
patient  obtained  ease,  and  gnwliiaUy  an  enthft  relief  Sbomlthe  diaeaae^ 

16.  Tinetwtqf  the  Leaves  of  the  Datura  Sirankomam  in  ffeufafgSe  JJl» 
Uomi. — In  the  July  number  ofthe  above  Journal,  we  meet  with  histories  of 
four  cases  of  neura1|pa,  two  maxillary,  one  fincmtal,  and  one  plantar,  cured 
by  frictions  of  the  tincture  of  the  leavea  of  the  datura  stramonium,  undfer 
tlie  direction,  and  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  de  RiacKHorr.  We  have  already 
made  our  readers  acquainted  with  the  happy  results  of  the  extract  ofthe 
leaves  of  this  plant,  in  this  gentleman's  liandi^  in  the  relief  of  chronic  rbeW' 
roatism. 

17.  Bark  of  the  Hoot  of  the  Pomegramati  Tret  in  Dunku-^H  caae  la  M^ 
cordedt  in  the  Jrehives,  of  the  cure  of  tsnta,  as  follows.  The  patient,  a  femalr* 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  who  had  suffered  for  eight  years  fVom  the  presence  of 
upe  wonn,  was  directed  by  Dr.  Cnavvs  Mouliv  to  take  a  decoction  of  tbit 
fresh  bark  ofthe  root  ofthe  pomegranate,  prepared  by  boifing  dovn  three 
ounces  of  the  bark  in  three  pjnU  of  water,  until  it  was  reduee4  to  tbaetm 
p^biss-fulf— th'is  to  be  divided  into  three  doaes,  and  to  be  taken  in  the  mom* 
uig,  cold,  at  rotervals  of  half  an  hour.  Bhe  was,  besidea»  enjoined  to  take^ 
on  the  evening  prior  to  the  use  of  the  decoction,  two  ounoea  of  fresh  castor 
oil,  and  two  hours  after  the  last  glass  of  the  decoction  in  the  momifi^.  tw« 
more  ounces  of  castor  oil.  During  the  night,  after  the  fint  dose  ofthe  oiK  ^ 
had  iifteen  or  sixteen  stool^  but  iKrf  a  parUek  of  ike  lama  wa»  ditdka/gA  Im 
the  morning  she  took,  at  haJf*past  five,  the  first  glass  of  the  decoctioiv  whidi 
she  vomited  up  at  Ax.  -Kotking  discouraged,  sh^  swallowed  the  second 
dose;  which  was  followed  in  a  quarter  of  an'hour  by  colip  and  thiv#  stoola 

You  y.— No.  9,  jAHDARy,  1 828.  '  '*? 
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Al  lulr-pMl  lix,  the  p>ti«iit  took  the  third  giMi,  snil,  m  half  >n  hciir  tSltr- 
wirAt,  she  dischirgeil  by  alwil  a  lo.ip  worm;  it  lirecl  for  ten  miiiule*.  and 
mevcd  i^oiit  with  much  riiaclly.  Alter  the  lipie  of  two  huuri,  the  other 
Iwa  ounces  of  caslor  oil  were  tike n,  and  produced  ^Rcen  itoola,  in  which 
■ome  portioni  of  the  tznia  were  fomid.  The  worm  is  the  tenia  luKuni. 
The  patient  soon  reccivered  her  former  health  >nd  nattira]  look*  and  ex- 
preMion.  'Ilie  Editors  of  the  Archive!  consider  llie  <iuaiilily  of  the  bark 
prMcrlbed  as  loo  great.     An  ounce  and  a  half  lo  tivo  ounces  usually  suffice. 

18.  Thnnia  in  Minorrkaeia.-~Vr.  P.  Poari,  after  dctailinB  his  success  in 

arreslipg  menorrhngii  by  the  administration  uf  tannin,  in  three-gtiin  pills, 
repeated  every  three  hours,  draffs  the  following  conclusions. 

1.  This  medicine  acts  in  a  special  manner  on  (he  uterus,  whenever  this 
organ  ii  the  seat  of  an  irritation,  which  gives  rise  to  an  active  or  hypei-- 
sthenic  menorrhagia,  and  also  when  this  discharge  ia  the  consequence  (ff 
chronic  melrilis. 

2.  In  menorrhagia,  the  ePTect  uf  acute  metritis,  (be  inRammation  mu.st  be 
first  combalted  by  copious  and  repeated  bleedings,  and  Ihcn  recourse  a  to 
be  had  to  the  tannin. 

3.  Hie  action  of  this  medicine  is  of  no  avail  against  uterine  hemorrhages 
resulting 'from  an  organic  alteration  of  the  uterus. 

4.  This  agent  onglit  to  be  preferred  to  all  others  in  ibelrcalmcnt  of  mc- 
norrhBgia,  not  only  on  account  of  the  promptitude  with  which  it  arrests  all 
the  unpleasant  symptoms,  but  because  its  efficacy  is  displayed  in  so  small 
a  dose,  that  the  alomach  supports  it  vct^  readily,  even  though  ihisviscils  he 
irritated  or  rendered  more  irritable  by  the  exhaustion  of  the  patient. — Arckiv, 
Gtn.fium  the  Jiinall  l/nivenali  dc  Mtdidna,  Jpril,  1827'. 

19,  J»i-'-/i'n(fa/5u<!pAaWD/7niipi/i(.— Inthe,.session  of  the  French  Aca- 
demy of  Medicine  on  the  Uth  July,  1827,  M.  Pellktisr  announced  to 
the  section  of  pharmacy,  that  the  substance  sent  lo  the  Academy  as  a  sul- 
phate of  jaltpine  by  Mr,  Huxi,  an  linglish  chemist,  was,  in  fact,  n  compound 
made  up  of  sulphate  of  hme  and  sulphate  of  ammonia.  If  il  really  purge,  as 
was  alleged  by  the  preparer  of  it,  in  the  dose  of  ■  grain,  of  which,  by  the 
way.  we  may  entertain  strong  doubts,  the  eD'ect  must,  as  M.  I'elletikii 
thinks,  be  owing  to  a  strung  prepossession,  a  cUcumstMnce  observable  of 
other  inert  substances. 


20.  FiUngi  qfSilvfr  in  Inlernulteni  Fceer, — Among  the  many  inralllbic  re- 
medies for  the  cure  of  intermittent  fever,  silrer  Rlings  are  perhaps  the  latest. 
According  to  M.  C  E.  Miian,  a  goldsmilh  of  Buckebourg  administers  ihem 
uilh  success  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains,  a  little  before  the  expected  return  of 
the  parDij-BDi.  If  the  first  dose  fail,  the  second,  we  are  told,  is  invariably 
iiiccesiful.  In  no  disease  is  there  such  perpetual  aliment  furnished  to 
quackery  aa  intermittent  fever.  Even  our  regular  methodical  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty  will,  IfatallbafHedinthe  use  of  the  bark,  be  found  hunting  after 
this  or  that  remedy,  in  place  of  preparing  the  patient's  stomach  and  blood- 
vessel system  for  the  cinchona  and  its  vai'ious  preparations.  We  too  often 
forget  that  the  remedial  virtues  of  every  drug  are  relative,  and  that  the  same 
medicine  which  is  little  better  than  poisonous  to-day,  will  often,  aAer  the 
lapse  of  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  act  like  a  charm  for  the  relief  of 
pain  and  cure  of  disease.  The  iriteness  of  (his  remark  renders  it  the  more 
inexcusable  in  a  medical  man  to  be  ignorant  of  it.  We  repeat  it  here,  be- 
cause we  do  nut  think,  If  he  do  his  duly,  that  he  Till  find  it  necessary  lo 
be  leratching,  or  tickling  the  digestive  surface  of  the  stomach  witli  silver 
or  steel,  or  any  other  kind  of  filings,  or  asperities. 
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21.  Cure  of  AmetnorrhfEa  and  Fhtor  JUnu,*^ln  the  Revue  M^dieaie^  i%>r 
July,  arc  two  papers  on  tl\is  subject.  M.  Th.  Guibsit,  author  of  thefifit, 
after  adverting  to  the  means  of  res^pring  the  menttnial  flux  in  females  of  a 
sanguine  temperament  and  pletlioric  habit^  indicates  the  nacedsity  of  adojyt- 
ing  remedies  of  a  different  nature  in  nervqut  and  delicate  iubjects,  and  {n 
a  lymphatic  temperament.  He  prefers,  in  the  latter  conditip^  of  thinn, 
the  use  of  turpentine,  as  follows.  R.  Terebinth,  venet.  ^ij.,  aapon.  bi»- 
pan.  ^iii,  pulr.  glycyrrhiz.  q.  s.  m.  ut  fl.  massa.  in  pil.  ex.  dividend.  Of 
these,  the  pajtient  is  to  ti^ke  ten  pills  daily,  viz.  f^ve  in.  the  morning,  ami 
five  in  the^vening.  If  a  more  active  combination  be  required,  he  pre- 
scribes saffron  and  rue,  in  conjunction  with  the  turpentine.  B*  Terebinth, 
venet.  ^ij.  Pulv.  fol.  croci.sativ.  et  rutx.  graved.  aS.  gi,  m.  ft  m^ssa  in 
pil.  Ixii.  divid. 

Dr.  Moulin  is  the  author  of  the  second  paper.  Its  title,  "Of  the  Diagnosis 
and  Treatment  of  Amenorrhceaand  Fluor  Albus-r-Successin  bleedingin  theae 
Diseases,"  at  once  indicates  the  remedy  on  which  he  places  his  main  reliance. 
He  premises  some  very  judicious  remarks  on  the  necessity  of  a  physician 
who  lives  in  a  large  city,  being  constantly  on  the  alert,  when  consulted  for 
amenorrhea,  to  distinguish,  truth  tiiom  falsehood,  and  a  patient  tndy' inte- 
resting by  her  situation,  firom  a  vile  creature,  who  widhes  to  hide  a  fiiult 
by  the  commission  of  a  crim^.  In  adverting  to  the  extreme 'difficulty*  not 
to  say  inipossibility,  of  distinguishing,  for  the  first  two  months,  amenorrho^ 
from  the  cessation  of  the  menses  the  consequence  of  pregnancy,  M.  Molk- 
LI9  takes  occasion  to  notice  the  superior  safety  of  blood-letting  over  the 
common  emmenag^gues,  in  cates  where  gestation  has  commenced.  He 
a«kU,  that  if  this  state  of  things  really  exist,  the. blood,  when  cpoleOt 
will  exhibit  on  the  surface  of  the  fibrine  a  whitish  cloud,  which  becomea 
more  and  more  evident  as  pregnancy  is  advanced,  and  is  often  changed, 
during  the  latter  months  of  this  period,  into  a  pleuritic  coai. 

Our  medical  brethren  in  this  country  are  too  well  prepared,  both  by  gene- 
ral reasoning,  and  by  their  own  experienceof  the  frequent  success  of  vene- 
section, as  well  for  the  relief  of  the  uterus  in  amenorrhoea,  asfor  tliat  of  other 
organs  brought  into  morbid  association,  to  require  of  us  any  elabonAe 
commentary  on  tlie  benefits  which  will  frequently  result  from  the  pracfiee 
recommended  by  Dr.  MovLiir.  For  ourselves,  influenced  by  our  obseftKr 
tion  of  the  state  of  the  functions  generally  in  suppressed  menstruation,  aiyl 
by  the  conviction  of  its  being  more  generally  the  effect  than  cause  of  other 
diseases,  we  most  commonly,  if  not  univenutlly,  make  venesection  precede 
other  remedies. 

2'2.  Cure  for  T^mVi. — The  following  remedy  for  taenia,  is  recommended 
in  the  Jowm.  der  Prakt.  HeiUcunde,  R.  Terebinth,  venet  ^i.  Kxtract. 
hyoscyam.  g^.  iv.  Calomel,  gr.  viii.,  m.  f\.  massa.  Divide  into  two-gpnin  pills^ 
rolled  in  powder  of  liquorice  root  Of  these,  four  are  to  be  taken  evefjr 
three  hours;  and,  during  the  entire  period,  the  patient  is  to  use  no  nutri- 
ment but  weak  broth,  or  coffee,  or  tea.  The  dose  will  be  increased  or  'di- 
minished, according  to  circumstances.  If  the  worm  be  not  expelled  the 
first  day,  the  pills  may  be  continued  for  two  or  three  days.  In  cases,  of 
rare  occurrence,  in  which  the  first  trial  is  not  succiestful,  the  medicine  is  to 
be  resumed  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days.  Instances  of  the  entire  succeM 
of  this  prescription  in  taenia,  are  furnished  by  German  practttioiners. 

23.  Effects  of  Biehromate  of  Po/tfss.— Dr.  Cuxiv,  in  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  thurtud,  for  October  last,  makes  the  following  obser- 
vations on  this  substance. 

**  Soon  after  I  succeeded  Dr.  Baowiv,  in  the  charge  of  the  Lock  Hospital, 
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(Gla9gn«,)  I  bcnn  (n  prescribe  i  saliinted  lolution  of  bi-chrnmale  of 
potHn.  u  nn  applieilion  1o  tnhrrciiUr  clevBtlmM,  «xcTesCFnc«<,  and  warts. 
In  lh«e  cuen,  ihe  new  growth  hut  sometimes  been  remoretl  by  (hiorp- 
tion,  without  any  ilougli;  but  where  »  slough  tins  formeil,  l(  hu  alvay* 
serveJ  to  expedite  the  cure,  and  in  no  insiance  have  [  observad  it  to  be 
followed  by  a  deep  or  unmanaffpable  ulceration.  In  a  case  of  warta,  more 
exteniireandforinidBblc  than  any  1  had  before  met  with,  or  seen  deli  neat  e<l, 
whicii  1  treated  b»t  winier,  ihesoliition  ofbi-cliromate  was  the  only  reme- 
dy which  acie<l  elTectually,  without  earning  such  intolerable  pain  ai  to  pre- 
clude the  coritimiance  of  its  application. 

The  bl-chramats  of  potaiia,  allhonph  decidedly  poi»ono«^  does  t>ot  ap- 
pear to  be  vei7acti''e  in  iis  operation.  ItinflameBlhe  stomach,  both  villi  ii 
inlrtKluced  into  that  or^n,  and  when  injected  in  ouasideriible  i)unntity  into 
the  Tcina.  Under  theie  circumstance n,  it  would  require  seme  degree  of 
medical  hardihood  to  venture  on  ita  employment  as  an  interna)  remedyi 
hut  it  is  probable,  that,  if  cautioiialy  used,  it  may  be  found,  like  arsenic. 
If)  possess  considcnble  tonic  virtues." 

34.  Mydneyanie  {Pruatie)  Md in  Chorea. — In  the  Journal  abuve  quoteil. 
Is  a  detail  of  the  luccesfful  treatment  of  two  casei  of  Chorea,  by  Joun 
6tu*bt,  Surgeon,  of  Kelso.  The  remedy  chiefly  relied  on,  after  purging 
liad  been  practised,  was  the  hydrocyanic  aciil,  Tlie  Hrst  patient,  aged 
thirteen  years,  began  the  use  of  this  medicine,  October  37,  1S36,  in  doses 
of  four  drops  every  two  hours,  and  continued  it  until  the  24th  November-, 
having,  during  one  perioil  of  forty  hours,  taken  ninety-six  drops  of  the  acid. 
(jn  the  10th  of  December,  the  girl  was  described  as  b«ing  quite  well,  and 
as  havings  become  very  fat  and  stout. 

In  the  second  case,  of  a  yirl  aged  thirteen  years,  the  first  dose  of  the 
acid  made  her  very  sick,  and  caused  violent  vomitingi  but  the  lucceeding 
dosea  only  occasioned  uneasiness  of  stomach  and  bowels,  and  head-aclic. 
An  increase  of  the  ilose  to  three  drops  was  followed  by  violent  retching, 
upon  whiah  the  quantity  was  again  reduced  to  two  drops.  Gamboge  pills 
Were  directed,  in  alternation  with  the  acid.  On  the  S7(h  Hay,  six  weeks 
after  the  patient  had  been  placed  under  the  above  treatment,  she  was  de- 
clared to  be  convalescent.  Hr.  Stuast  particularly  insiati  un  the  necea- 
illy  of  care  being  taken  that  the  medicine  is  genuine.  The  best  way  to 
^ve  it,  i(,  he  thinks.  In  simple  dislilleil  water,  or,  if  it  should  be  apt  to  ex- 
cite nausea,  in  cinnamon  or  peppermint  water;  and,  on  account  of  i(i  great 
li;ibility  to  spontaneous  decomposition,  the  mixture  should  never  be  made 
to  last  longer  tlisn  twelve  hours.  This  last  advice  is  worthy  of  especial 
remembrance. 


NenstBtltel,  in  Silesia,  has  employed  the  hydriodalc  of  potass  with  great 
Bueoess,  as  aneitemal  npplicalion  in  cynanche  parolidaa,  which  prevailed 
epidemically  in  Neustadtel,  in  June,  1823.  Among  the  poorer  orders,  who 
were  treated  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  disease  was  very  tedious,  and  gene- 
tally  ended  in  suppuration.  Among  the  better  ranks,  the  treatment  con- 
nsted  in  the  exhibition  of  an  emetic,  and  the  application  over  the  tumour 
of  a  plaster  composed  of  eight  parts  of  mercunal  ointment,  and  one  part 
of  the  hydriodate  of  potassj  and  the  ordinary  effect  was  a  radical  cure, 
within  three  or  four  days.  Dr.  Naesiw  adds,  that  be  never  observed,  in 
ttie  cases  so  treated,  any  mHailasis  to  other  organs;  and  he  is  disposed  to 
impute  this  to  the  formation  of  an  eryttiematic  eruption,  which  always  ap- 
peared on  the  first  or  second  day,  and  remained  from  eiglit  to  twelve  days. 
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The  author  has  annexed  a  very  UiatnictiTe  case,  iUurtrating  the  deldeiicMM 
efkclks  of  thU  drug^  when  given  in  too  ip^t  miantity*  Thj(  1fni|,iitoiitJ[ 
of  the  heart's  action  thus  indaced,  thoucn  it  had  lasted  for  « twelvenmiitli^ 
was  soon  subdued  by  the  employment  of  digitalis  and  eberry  knvel  w«t«% 
and  ^^  tendenoy  to  faint,  and  anxiety,  at  the  lame  time  diaa(»pe«ped.  Tim 
dropsy,  however,  continued  mucii  k>Qger$  but  at  length  H  slowly  recedt<» 
under  the  use  of  the  Jfmiea^  eombined  with  soap.— JBdlmihir^A  MtMml 
and  SurgieaiJoumal^  October.  Query;— 41ow  far  is  the  I^adine  entitled  to 
the  credit  of  the  above  cases,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  mercurial  0MMmelll^ 

36.  lodiftf^  aeiire/ifrCktimk''^-in  tlie  September  number  of  quia  contem- 
porary, «*The  PhilaMpliiii  Himthly  J^eorma  of  Medhtine  end  9itfgei7»^ 
edited  by  K.  K.  %Km<JiffiMt  Pw,  Professor  of ^  Surgery  in  the  fJnivefsitf  of 
Maryhmd,  there  i§,l|idHiM  CUierea,  reooffded  by  Dr.Ftfi^r  Pklt%  ef  t)rie 
city,  in  the  second  jB^iPn  Mi  h  lie  directed  the  empkiym0Mt<ef  tincliire 
of  Iodine,  with  entire  ttitoei^.  Dr.  Puts -gives  some -very -judicious  re- 
marks on  his  view  of  the  pathology  of  tins  disease^  whiel^  be  cone^ves, 
may  be  divided  into  acute  and  cArome.  Both  stages,  he  thinks,  consist  In 
an  alteration  of  the  iuniea  wrae/mouka  of  the  bmin  and  sptAal  iMliH>w«  In 
the  ecute,  this  membiane  is  aotifvely  influented— in  the  ckronie,  it-is  thlelb> 
ened. 

On  being .  called  to  the  pa^nt,  a  female  nine  ■  years  of  aff%  whose  cM* 
he  describes,  he  substituted  for  IbestimalH^ng  practice^  which'  had  rnittl 
then  been  pursued,  the  appftcation  of  fUleen^leeches  to  ead»4emplc^  ami 
the  use  of  salts  until  firee  alvine  evacuations  had  been  proonred.  ^  TIm 
leeches  and  salts  were  "repeated  every  other  day,  and  the  pedUnviem  e^id 
sinapisms,  every  day,  for  about  ten  oiys^  A  bltotisr  was  theit  put  od  um 
nape  of  the  neck,  and  kept  discharging  for  seme  time*  Frietions  ef ^tur- 
pentine were  recommended,  and  witn  some  effect,  along  the  course  of  the 
spine,  and  continued  for  a  considend^eperiod;  Undor  thia  tventmeiit  there 
was  some  improvement.  .       .     -  / 

**  On  the  9th  June,"  (continues  Dr.  Psirrx— «boiit  thfee  weeks  after  he 
began  his  treatment^)  «  supposing  thatth^  inflammation  was  almost  orel%#p 
gether  snbdued,  and  that  there  remained  thickening  of  the  tunica  araohR 
noidea  alone,  I  prescribed  tincture  of  iodine,  in  doies  of  six  drops,  throe 
times  a  day,  to  be  g^ven  ln%  little  sugar  and  water.  The  dose  was  gmdifr 
ally  increased  from  this  to  twenty-four  dropsy  three  titteea  day.  Withtlib 
medicine  my  patient  improved  finely,  and  ai  length,  coBq>lelely  reeof  ered." 

3r.  Treatment  of  Cramp  ttf  the  Stomachy  earned  hy  Tartar  Emdic^-^TH. 
DaiKi,  in  the  September  number  of  the  Western  Medical  and  PhjFsicnl 
Journal,  of  which  he  is  co-editor  with  Dr.  Waienr,  gives  us  some  vahia- 
ble  obsenrations  on  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  cramp  of  the  stomach, 
caused  by  tartar  emetic.  His  distinction  between  the  two  stages  of  the 
disease,  menu  particubr  notice  from  the  two  contending  parties,  who- am 
equally  clamorous,  the  one  for  ** stimulating  out  and  outV'.the  other fer 
*'  bleeding,  bleeding;"  not  merely  in  this  variety  of  gastric  spasm,  but  in  that 
caused  by  drinking  cold  water,  and  in  certain  spasmodie  gastro-intestinsl 
affections,  such  as  colica  pictonum,  and  bilious  coHc.  The  first  stage  aqf 
the  malady  under  notice  presents  ds  with  the  phenomena  of  a  dan|ferone 
spasmodic  disease,  involving  the  muscular  functions  of  l>oth  or^ganic  and 
animal  life,  and  connected  with  general  exhaustion  of  the  vital  powers. 
It  is  to  be  treated  with  antispasmodics  and  stimulants,  internal  and  ex- 
temaL"  Of  these,  Dr.  Dsaki  enumerates,  1.  Spirit  and  water  taken 
liberally.  3.  Laudanum,  Uken  in  doses  of  fifty  or  sixty  drops,  at  short 
intervals,  until  the  disease  abates.     As  a  vehicle  for  the  laudanum,  nothing 


n,  he  Ihinki,  so  pi.ul  ait  tlie  Spirittis  Mimlcrrri.  3.  The  volatile  oii^  of 
mint,  cinnamon,  uiitl  prppenninl,  the  ttnctiire  of  lavender,  Kminan1»teil 
itttwho),  anil  aulphiiric  ether.  4.  Cathirtic  enematai  or,  if  diRirhtiB  he 
present,  demulcent  injections  with  laurbnum.  5.  Eiternilh,  the  geoer«l 
witnn  tralhi  or,  if  this  cannot  be  had  recoune  to,  the  feet  andlegi  ought  to 
be  imflierBcd  in  hot  water,  and  hnt  fomentations  made  tn  the  epif^xtrium, 
l\nptmelum»alieru  of  all  the  tnorbid  affections.  Hot  and  ptingent  sinapisms, 
or  a  piece  of  Rannel  ntoitlened  with  the  oil  of  turpentine,  and  applied  to 
ihc  same  part,  are  still  more  powerful,  and  in  desperate  esses,  should  never 
be  omitted.  6.  Lastly,  if  a  large  (jiiantity  of  the  tartar  emetic  have  been 
RWaHowed,  ve^tible  iufuiiions  of  whatever  contain*  the  tsnitD-fpklKc  >ei<1, 
as  of  hyson  tea,  Peravian  bark,  oak  bark,  or  the  nutgall.  At  the  same 
time,  the  throat  ahouhl  be  titillated,  so  as  to  excite  vomiting,  and  rid  the 
■tomach  of  the  offending  materinl.  We  would  iq^est,  with  all  deference 
to  Dr.  D.,  the  propriety  of  placing  these  two  last  measures  at  the  head  of 
the  liirt,  M  the  firat  to  be  had  recourse  to. 

"The  foregoing  remedies  will,  in  ijenetsl,  succeed;  when  they  do  not, 
the  patient  either  dies  from  the  impress  of  the  medicine  npon  his  nervous 
system,  or  gsstritis  supervenes,  Many  phj'sicians,  not  aware  of  the  facility 
with  which  iuHammatiun  succeeds  to  Irritation,  continue  the  ilimulating 
treatment  at\er  the  former  condition  has  arisen,  and  do  irreparable  mis- 
chief."    "  The  remedies  for  the  Gastritis  from  tartar  emetic  are:— 

1.  Biood-lelting.  It  should  be.  first,  from  the  arm,  and  secondly,  from 
the  pit  of  the  stomach;  by  leeches,  if  they  can  be  had,  or  by  cupping,  if 
tlie  parts  be  not  loo  tender  to  bear  that  operation. 

2.  Total  sbalinencc  from  solid  food  and  all  stimulating  drinks  and  medi- 
cines; nothing  beingallowed,  but  tnild  and  demulcent  beverages,  and  tliojc 
in  tmnll  quanthies. 

3.  Cathartic  enemata. 

4.  Calomel  in  scruple  or  half  scruple  doses,  every  four  or  »x  hours, 
with  opium,  if  much  gsslrodynia  be  present. 

5.  Finally,  a  large  blister  to  the  pit  of  the  stomscli!  nnd  others  to  the 
ankles,  if  the  circtdation  of  the  eitrcmities  should  be  languid,  and  their 
temperature  reduced.  By  a  timely  resort  to  these  measures,  the  second 
or  inflammatory  stage  of  gastric  cramp,  may  always  be  cured;  while,  treated 
on  the  stimulating  plan,  so  well  adapted  to  the  tint  or  spasmodic  stage,  it 
would  as  constantly  prove  fatal." 

Except  in  this  recommendation  of  the  scruple  and  half  scrapie  doses  of 
calomel,  we  do  not  believe  that  any  exception  can  be  found  against  the 
propriety  and  philosophy  of  Dr.  Dbakx's  therapeutical  course  in  cramp  of 
the  ftomtch.  Calomel  in  such  doses,  not  unfrequEnlly  produces  vomiting 
and  irritation  of  the  stomach.  Is  it  ever  necessary  in  genuine  gMlric  in- 
flammation, if  we  have  command,  and  make  timely  use  of  the  other 
remedies'  We  believe  the  question  ought  to  be  often  propounded  by  the 
physician  to  himself,  before  he  makes  use  of  cslomel  in  any  acute  disease. 
For  ourselves,  we  are  not  entirely  prepared  to  give  a  definitive  reply. 

28.  On  the  Naturt  and  Triatment  »/  Colicri  PiclotTim.  Hy  Gcjrms  nx 
MiM«B»,  H.  D.  P.— Such  is  the  title  of  a  verv  initnictive  paper  in  the 
Mnala  dt  la  Mtd.  Phyaiol.  for  August.  Tlie  author  sets  out  with  announc 
ing  the  following  propositionsr  I.  Neither  pain  on  the  one  hand,  nor,  on 
the  other,  acceleration  of  the  pulse  and  augmented  heat,  are  sufRcienl  data 
on  which  (o  presume,  in  the  lint  instance,  a  real  disorder  of  the  nervous 
tyilem,  and  in  the  second,  an  unequivocal  afTeclion  of  the  sanguiferous 
system.  3.  Inflammation  may  exiit  even  to  a  great  extent,  without  any  ai 
the  symptama  peculiar  to  a  disorder  uf  the  bloud-vcsseb,  (such  as  heal, and 
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pulsation  of  the  arteries.)  3.  These  symptoms  may  exist  in  all  their  iiH 
tensity*  without  any  true  corresponding  inflammation,  and  merely  in4iGat« 
at  this  time  a  state  of  simple  congestion.  4.  And  even  jtiiough  these  wum 
signs  should  be  associated  with  pain,  there  does  not  necessarily  ><esuHia 
comp5mnd  state  of  simultaneous  disease  of.  the  nenrous  and  cii^cuktory  sy»> 
tems^  any  more  than  when  the  disease  has  been.Ushered  in  by  the  abovtt 
symptoms,  and  pain  has -supervened  at  a  subsecjuent  period.  Things  mi^ 
be  in  such  a  state  on  this  occasion  as  merely  to  indicate  a  simple  nervous  or 
sanguineous  aflfeetion,  joined  only  in  one  case  with  disordered  innervation, 
on  the  other  with  disturbed  circulatory  movements. 

In  cotica  plctonum,  then,  continues  our  author,  there  may  be  phlegmasia, 
notwithstanding  the  absence  of  all  the  aymjitoms  peculiar  tQ  an  affection  of 
the  sanguiferous  system)  as  likewise  the  union  of  all  these  syroptQms  maj 
be  jjisumcient  to  enable  us  to  pronounce,  with  certainty,  on  the  exbtence 
of  a  phlegmasia.  We  are  to  be  guided  more  in  our  prognosis,  by  the  length 
uf  time  which  has  elapsed  from  the  invasion  of  tlie  malady,  by  the  partioiir 
lar  nature  of  the  pains — their  return  by  exacerbations,  jotiMd  tQ  theii' relief 
by  pressure,  cold,  and  special  sedatives  of  the  nervous  system,  or  their  exas- 
peration by  these  same  methods,  and  their  continuance.  He  connden 
colica  pictonum  as  an  affection  essentially  rurvousf  in  the  commencement 
it  presents  no  other  character,  but  if  not  arrested  in  its  course,  the  irritation, 
which  at  first  only  affected  the  nervous  system,  is  soon  propagated  to  the 
sanguiferous,  and  then  the  disease  can  no  longer  be  considered  nor  treat^i 
as  at  first,  that  is,  as  purely  nervous.  The  capillaries  distributed  to  the 
aff*ected  part,  have  undergone,  both  in  their  organic  conditions,  and  their 
vitality,  a  marked  and  pnrfbund  modification,  and  the  disease  has  now  as- 
sumed all  the  characters  of  a  tnle  phlegmasia;  that  is  to  say,  a  morbid  con- 
dition, the  last  element  of  which  (sanguineous  irritation)  may  be  more  or 
less  evident,  but  which  has  not  the  less  a  positive  existence,  diagnostic 
svmptoms,  and  peculiar  therapeutioal  treatment  On,  this  dlstinctloo  rests 
the  secret  of  the  successful  msnagement  of  the  dis<MMe  in  question,  and  by 
it  we  can  explain  the  successful  or  unsuccessful  tnanner  of  treating  it.  Up 
to  the  present  time,  our  best  observers  have  neglected  to  indicate  with  pre- 
cision the  epoch  in  which  the  irritation  of  the  sanguineous  capillaries  or  the 
digestive  mucous  surface  is  associated  with  the  irritation  of  tne  nen^es  dia- 
tributed  to  this  tissue,  or  to  the  muscular  coat;  in  other  words,  to  indipate 
the  time  when  gastro-enteritis  supervenes  on  eoli€^  pfd  the  depression 
gives  way  to  the  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen,  and  skmJMai  to  frequency^  of 
the  pulse.  Dr.  Gusaiir  dk  Miirims  concludes  his  eMi^  by  a  critical  ex- 
amination of  the  treatment  of  colica  pictonum  pursued  at  the  Hospital  de  la 
Charity,  in  Paris,  and  by  Dr.  Ran«,ux,  of  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  Orieans.  This 
disease  is,  he  contends,  an  affection  essentially  of  the  same  nature,  and  con- 
sequently to  be  treated,  not  indeed  always  by  the  same  means,  but  agree- 
ably to  the  same  principles.  The  varieties  to  be  met  with  in  the  different 
cases  are  relative  not  any  specific  diff*erence  in  its  nature,  but  to  the  differ- 
ent stages  in  which  it  is  observed  and  treated. 

Our  readers  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  general  coincidence  of 
views,  between  Dr.  Deakx,  when  describing  the  effects  of  over  doses  of 
tartar  emetic,  and  the  treatment  demanded  for  their  relief,  and  Dr.  Gusnuc 
UK  Mambbs,  in  his  account  of  the  disease  produced  by  lead  and  the  thera- 
peutical in^cations"  for  its  cure.  Philosophy  and  experimental  observation 
here  |po  hand  in  hand,  and  invite  the  physician  to  be  their  expounder  and 
historian. 

29.  CoHra  Pictonum,  treated  by  Dr,  Ranque,  Phytieian  to  the  I/ittrl  IKeu 
at  Or/r<vu.— Between  t.he  years  18:^U  ami  182(),  Dr.  KiMitk  Jui  treat- 
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cJ  147  cues  of  collcft  pictnnuni  in  Ihe  mfaovr  hospital,  withoul  llie  In.tt 
of  >  tingle  pntJFiil.  He  doci  not  pro|iofe  hit  mctliml  for  those  cues  in 
wliicli  (here  »re  sympionw  of  inflammaiion  in  ihe  abdometi.  'Iliia  infiam- 
milion  lie  comidcra  hb  quite  a  supervention,  and  in  no  way  euentially  con- 
nected with  true  colica  pictunpm,  which  ii  an  afTection  of  the  nervous 
vyitem,  quite  independent  of  pUlogosig.  When  abdominal  inBammatory 
Bymptomi  appear,  the  disease  i>  to  be  treated  by  leeching  tlune,  and  the 
Irealment  of  the  cohca  piclonum  is  to  be  for  the  time  auspended. 

In  the  uncoroplicaled  cases  of  this  disease,  our  author  has  invariably  suc- 
ceeded hy  the  methoduM  taeden^  now  to  be  deacribed.  Thia  method  con- 
sists in  a  plaster  over  Ihe  abdomen,  another  over  the  loins,  gtystera,  and  a 
cerlain  potion  internally-  The  plaster  for  the  abdomen  is  composetl  of,  an 
ounce  and  ■  half  of  cinplaslrum  gidbani  compositum,  the  same  of  cmplsstrum 
Jyltz — half  an  ounce  of  "  theriaijue" — one  drachm  of  camphor,  and  half  a 
draclim  of  tulphur.  These  are  to  be  incorporateil,  lecundem  arum,  and 
spread  on  a  large  piece  of  leather,  which  may  cover  the  whole  front  of  the 
sbdocnen.  Previously  to  its  application,  however,  the  plaster  is  lo  be 
warmed,  and  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  tartar  emetic,  mixed  with  some  cam- 
phor and  sulphur,  ii  to  be  spread  over  its  smface.  The  plaster  over  the 
liHna  is  to  be  made  in  the  same  Way  as  that  for  Uie  abdomen,  witli  tbc 
eiceplion  of  the  tartar  emetic,  which  is  lo  be  omitted.  -  Those  parts 
which  are  in  pain,  in  any  other  region  of  the  body,  are  lo  be  rubbed 
with  a  Uniment,  into  the  composition  of  which  the  extract  of  belladonna 
enters  pretty  freely.  A  mixture  is  also  taken  internally,  each  dusc 
of  which  contains  twenty  drops  of  the  ethereal  tincture  of  belladonna, 
(one  ounce  of  the  powdered  leaves  infused  for  three  days  in  three 
ounces  of  sulphuric  ether,)  drinking  plentifiilly  of  barley  water,  with 
or  without  gum  arable.  I'hc  patient  Is  to  take  no  aulid  food  whatever, 
Klld  indeed  as  little  of  any  kind  of  nourishment  as  possible.  The  lave- 
ment made  use  of  by  Dr.  Kiixitii,  is  composed  of  a  decoction  of  lin- 
aeed,  four  ounces  of  ihI,  and  twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  belladonna 
above  described.  The  lavement  and  the  potion  are  to  be  taken  every 
(lay.  On  the  third  day,  the  abdominal  plaster  is  removed — the  lumbar  one 
is  allowed  to  remain  on.  If,  however,  the  colicky  pains  should  not  have 
ceased  by  the  third  day,  which  titey  generally  do,  the  abdomiiwl  plaster  ia 
■  le  on  some  time  longer.  In  such  cases  lliere  will  be  a  plentiful 
ntimonial  pustules,  and  much  cutaneous  irritation,  for  which  fo- 
is  and  poultices  must  be  employed. 

The  cure  required  from  two  to  twenty-live  days.  One  hundred  and 
Iwenty-nine  were  cured  between  the  second  and  twelfth  day — the  remain- 
der between  the  thirteenth  and  twcnty-liftli  day.  In  almost  every  case  the 
vomitings  ceased  on  the  second  day  of  the  treatment,  liy  the  fifth  day  the 
abdominal  pains  ceased  in  the  gi'eat  majority  of  cases.  Un  the  uith  day 
the  pains  in  the  limbs  ccase<l,  and  tlic  constipation  was  overcome  soon 
al'terwards;  which  was  the  prelude  to  restoration  of  health. 

The  success  which  Dr.  Ui^ihuk  uliUined  by  this  method  in  colica  piclo- 
num. Induced  him  lo  extend  it  to  some  other  afieotions;  viz.,  lo  chrcmie 
vomiting  (ofapyretic  character) — lo  tetanus,  (not  traumatic)— -to  epilep- 
sy, considered  dependent  on  abdominal  derangeoient — to  puerperal  mania, 
Sic.;  and  ia  varioui  cues  he  baa  been  furtunatc.— J^/eit  Chirwgkal  Jicvicto. 
Uch-btr. 
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30.  •^cutc  G astro-Cerebral  Inflammaiionf  accompanied  by  symptomt  ofHy^ 
•drophobia^  IJydroccphaius,  Cerebral  Fever^  Araehnkis^  6fc. — Under  thb  head, 
ive  find,  in  the  Jinnaies  delaMMeine  Phyiiolagique,  an  luxoant  of  the  CMe 
of  a  child,  Hve  years- of  ag^e,  in  whom,  after  the  ordinary  symptoitia  a£  gw- 
tro-etiteritis  bad  disappeared,  under  a  suitable  treatment,  viz.  leecHetoto 
the  epigastrium,  and  antiphlog^tic  drinks,  there  aupenrem^  riolentdMeaae 
of  the  brain.  Ur.  RicHAa«,.wbo  saw  the  patient  after  t|ie  oon^jp-on  of 
the  paroxysm,  marked  by  symptoms  of  hydrophobia,  found  him  senseless, 
lying  on  his  belly,  with  his  head  turned  to  one  side;  his  eyes  closed,  and 
roHicd  up,  as  it  were,  under  tlie  upper  lids,  but  retaining  their  sensibility 
to  light,  and  with  pupils  gn^eatly  dilated.  The  lace  was  biglily  injecrted; 
skin  of  a  burning  heat;  pulse  contracted,  hard,  and  frequent;  the  carotids 
beat  with  great  force.  The  remedies  jirescribed  to  meet  this  state  of 
things,  were  twelve  leeches  applied  by  the  physicians  (Drs:  Riciiaru  and 
Bou«akbl)  tliemselves,  over  the  jugpular  veins,  and  sinapisms  at  the 
same  time  directed  to  the  feet,  and  refrigerants  to  the  head.  Orders  were 
left  to  allow  the  bites  of  the  leeches  to  bleed  freely.  Six  hours  afterwards, 
tlie  patient,  when  visited  by  his  physicians,  was  nearly  exanimate^  io  con- 
•equence/of  the  haemorrhage  from  the  wounds  produced  by  the  leeches. 
Hiis  was  ai<rcsted,  and  the  patient  stimulated  extemaHy  by  irictioDS  with 
warm  flannels,  and  the  injection  of  some  spoonfuls  of  ligfat  broth  into  the 
fltonMicb;  the  legs  were  enveloped  in  mustard,  mid  warm  cloths  frequently 
renewed  were  applied  to  the  body.  Rc-action  was  g^radually  effected;  the 
skin  became  warm;  the  pulse  rose  and  acquired  such  frequency  as  to  beat 
135  times  in  a  minute.  All  stimuli  were^en  withheld,  and  mucilaginous 
atid  demulcent  drinks  substituted  in  4heir  stead.- 

The  second  day  was  passed  in  alternations  of  cahn  and  exacerbation; 
tliere  were  about  four  paroxysms,  of  very  diminished  violence^  however, 
during  these  twenty-four  hours;  the  ptipil  was  still  dilated,  and  the  ftce 
pale.  This  state  of  things  continued  without  much  change,  until  the  third 
or  fourth  day;  when  the  pulse  began  to  be  diminished  in  frequency;  sense 
was  restored;  the  irritability  to  light  was  lessened,  and  the  pupil  recovered 
its  wonted  contraction;  the  appetite  was  good.  On  the  22nd  of  May,  ten 
days  from  the  attack,  the  convalescence  was  complete. 

The  editor  «f  the  Jirmales  thinks,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 
child  would  have  recovered  without  the  copious  loss  of  blood,  which  put 
his  life  in  jeopardy.  He  notices  the  astonishing  rapidity  with  which  young 
subjects  recover  after  excessive  discharges  of  blood;  but  he  very  judicious- 
ly  adds,  this  fact  is  not  to  countenance  rashness;  for  similar  hemorrhages 
would  be  fatal  iu  anemic  subjects,  as  well  as  in  those  whose  organs  have 
been  in  a  state  of  chronic  inflamntation  before  the  supervening  of  the  aeute. 

31.  Jicute  Jiheumatutm,  InflttmmaUon  of  the  Spinal  Marrow. — ^The  sub- 
ject of  disease,  in  this  case,  was  a  man,  who,  until  the  age  of  fifty,  had  always 
enjoyed  ^od  healtli;  after  which  time  he  suAered  under  mlermittent  fever, 
i>ol lowed  fur  some  months,  by  iMchuria,  the  effect  of  stricture  of  the  urethra. 
To  this  succeeiled  rheumatism  in  the  hack,  neck,  and  slioulders,  and  final- 
ly a  panilvMs,  which  soon  became  general  atul  ended  in  death.  An  exami- 
nation of  the  body  exhibited  the  muscles  of  the  posterior  part  of  the  tnmk 
of  a  dark  red,  gor^^cd  with  blood,  and  easily  torn;  the  spinal  miarrow  and  its 
iiicmhruncs  were  iiitlamcd  from  the  fifth  cervical  to  the. eleventh  doiaal 
Vertebra. 

VuL.  v.— No.  y,  Ja.nuaky,  1826.  2U 
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33.  JIuBUat  of  ihe  Mtdieal  Kmdata  in  the  out  of  M'-s.  Smilh.frifd  id  Edin- 
bureh,  in  Frbruary  but,  for  Murder  liy  Pwion.  With  Solaand  Cammen- 
tv^ta,  fty  R.  CumiiTisuH,  M.  D.  F.  II.  S.  Ed.  F.  K.  C.  Phytician  and 
Pror^isor  uf  Medical  JurUprudence  ■»■)  Police  in  tiie  Univenity  at 
Edinburgh,  &c. 

W«  regret  *ery  lincettly  that  our  limits  will  not  allow  of  our  re-publisli- 
it»B  tliemrlicle  headed  *s  above,  entire,  from  the  April  number  of  tiiB  Edin- 
burgh Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  the  more  especially  as  it  will  be  a  task 
of  loinc  difficulty  to  give  an  abbrcTiated  history  of  the  case;  which  is  the 
more  inlereiling  to  the  general  reader,  as  well  aa  phyaician,  on  account  of 
'  the  striking  coincidence  among  all  the  witnesses  in  reg;wtl  to  tlie  chief 
points  which  came  under  their  review.'  The  angry  discussions  among 
some  of  the  medical  witne«se»  after  the  trial  are  to  be  regretted.  We  have 
not  seen  any  thing  to  change  our  belief  of  the  utiElf  of  the  preicnt  report. 

Mary  amiib,  a  tarmcr'a  wife,  near  Dundee,  was  indicted  at  Edinburgh  on 
the  Sth  of  February  last,  for  administeringpoiion  to  Margaret  Warden,  her 
aerrant.  When  llie  Iriul  had  proceeded  for  eight  hours,  and  most  of  the 
crown  wilnessea,  or  lliose  for  the  prosecution,  had  been  examined,  one  of 
the  jurymen  was  suddenly  Iflken  ill.  He  was  removed  from  court,  and  com- 
mittcd  to  the  charge  of  three  of  the  medical  gentlemen  in  attendance  as 
witnenes.  After  theiie  physicians  hiid  been  examined  touching  the  nature 
of  the  juror's  malady,  which  was  by  tliem  declared  to  be  epilepsy,  and  how 
lung  be  wouhl  probably  be  incapacitated  from  the  performance  of  hisduty, 
which  they  alleged  might  be  for  one  hour,  or  for  six  hoars,  or  more,  the 
cuuri  found  "  tllM  in  respect  of  the  evidence  now  delivered  by  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen,  it  would  be  contrary  to  juitice  and  hikmanity  to  proceed 
with  the  trial  that  day,"  and  postponed  it  accordingly. 

Un  the  I2tli  of  February,  the  trial  was  resumed;  but  the  proceedings 
were  confined  to  an  argument  by  the  different  counsel,  ai  to  whether  it 
was  Irgal  to  resunio  the  trial  under  the  circumalancei.  The  court  found 
that  it  was;  and  thf  prisoner  was  finally  tried  on  the  19th,  in  presence  of 
all  tlie  Justiciary  Judges,  viz,  the  Lord  Juitice  Cleik,  and  Lords  Gillies, 
Meadow  bank,  AJIoway,  PitmiUy,  and  Mackenzie.  Twenty  witneases  were 
examined  for  the  crown,  and  sixteen  more  for  the  prisoner;  and  their  ex- 
aminalion,  which  was  full  of  important  evidence,  lasted  nearly  foiu-lccn 
boura.  A  short  analysis  of  the  mural  evidence  will  be  tulticient  fur  the 
object  of  this  narrative. 

Jividmec  far  ilie  Crown. — The  deceased  was  unmanied,  twenty  .five  years 
of  age,  and  three  mouths  gone  with  child — the  prisoner's  son  being  the 
father.  She  had  an  illegiLimate  child  fotir  years  belure.  A  short  lime  be- 
fore her  death,  she  frequently  spoke  of  hcrpregnancy  to  several  of  the  farm 
servants;  and  Mrs.  Smith  loo  was  aware  of  it,  as  site  had  lierself  discovered 
the  intimacy  hetwccn  the  girl  and  her  son,  and  before  the  girl's  death  gave 
various  people  to  understand  she  w^  acquainted  with  her  state.  After  her 
deatlk)  however,  wlien  reports  uf  her  liaving  died  by  poiion  were  circidit- 
ed  through  the  country,  the  prisonerdenied  to  every  one  tint  she  ever  had 
any  Moh  knowledge. 

Drags  had  been  given  by  tlie  prisoner  on  more  occasions  than  one,  and 
probably  with  the  coii-sent  of  the  •leceased  to  procure  miscarriage.  Though 
they  occasionally  i|uarrellcd  on  the  subject  of  tlie  deceased's  pregnancy, 
iliey  were  in  general  on  good  [jrm^  atid  [WtkulaTly  so  just  before  the 
rat*l  event. 
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Nineteen  days  before  the  girl's  death,  Mrs.  Smith  openly  sent  a  mfesiagpt 
to  a  surgeon  of  her  acquaintance  it  Dundee,  Tor  poison  to  kill  rats;  and  on 
a  Friday,  twelve  days  afterwards,  she  as  openly  |fot  it  from  him  herself  ui  ft 
paper  parcel,  marked  arsenic,  poison.  In  her  first  declaration,  twent^'^Mir 
days  aher  the  girl's  death,  she  denied  this  &et;  but  afterwardi,  inker  le- 
cond  declaration,  admitted  it.  The  serrants  had  not  complained  of  rats 
since  the  preceding  May;  they  had  not,  even  the  g^rl  who  had  charge  of 
the  prisoner's  grand-children,  been  told  that  poison  was  laid — nor  was  any 
thing  of  the  kind  seen  in  the  loft  before  the  deceased's  deaths  or  till  after 
the  prisoner's  commitment,  when  oatmeal  was  found  sprinkled  in  the  holet 
of  the  walls. 

On  the  evening  of  the  Tuesday,  after  the  poison  was  proeured,  and 
while  Margaret  Warden  was  sitting  in  the  kitchen  with  a  fellow<iMrTant^ 
Jean  Norrie,  preparing  to  go  to  bed,  the  prisoner  entered  with  a  wtne-glaii 
nearly  full  of  a  '•  tUck  white  mixed  stuif."^  After  remarking  that  she  bad 
been  taking  her  owli  share  of  it,  she  gave  Norrie  a  little  of  it  to  taite  in  a 
tfa-spoon;  and  then,  wWiout  any  Airther  observation,  presented  the  glase 
to  Margaret  Warden,  who,,  likewise,  witlioot  saying  any  thing,  airallo«red 
the  %hoIe  contents.  This  draught,  the  prisoner  afterwards  told  sevenft 
people,  was  castor  oiL  Another  dnughl  was  administered  by  heron  Tlranl^ 
day  morning,  which  she  also  afterwards  said  was  castor  biU  but  there  was 
no  other  evidence  as  to  its  nature. 

During  her  illness,  the  deceased  several  times  dropped  strong  hints  t^ 
her  companion,  Norrie,  of  her  belief  that  their  mistress  had  given  her  inju* 
nous  drinksf  and  on  the  morning  preceding  her  death,  when  she  knew  her 
danger,  she  repeated  these  hints  more  strongly,  in  the  prtsenoe  of  Noffri^ 
another  servant,  and  her  own  mothert  and  finally,  on  being  4|iiettioned  bf 
her  mother  when  alone  with  her,  she  declared  Mrs.  Smith  was  the  perao» 
who  gave  her  what  made  her  ill.  Various  other  circitmstances  militated 
against  the  prisoner,  such  as  hn  agitation  and  contradictions  during  hibf 
examination. 

EvitUncefir  the  Ptisoner, — ^The  fact  that  rats  had  been  common  about 
the  farm-steading  was  proved.  A  boy,  whose  name  and  residence  was  not 
learned,  had  tried  to  purchase  arsenic  in  the  neighbouriiood  not  lengbefllre 
Margaret  Warden's  death.  But  the  most  important  cifctunstances  in  the 
prisoner's  favour  wer^,  that  the  deceased  had  lamented  to  various  people 
her  state  of  discomfort,  on  account  of  her  inability  to  work,  and  her  reluc- 
tance to  go  to  her  motlier's,  who  had  refused,  she  said,  to  admit  her  int» 
her  house;  and  that,  not  long  before  her  death,  she  repeatedly  declared,  inn 
serious  manner,  to  several  person%  her  resolution  to  destroy  herself. 

But  the  alleged  conduct  of  the  mother  was  disproved  by  direct  evidenee. 
No  poison  was  found  about  the  deceased's  bed;  none  could  be  traced  into 
her  possession,  even  presumptively;  and,  throughout  her  whcde  illness, 
nothing  occurred  in  Iter  behaviour  to  lead  those  around  her  to  form  the 
slightest  suspicion  that  she  had  poisoned  herself. 

'V\\e  medical  evidence  in  the  case,  embraced  two  very  different  questions. 
"  Fir»t,  the  soundness  of  the  prisoner's  mind,  when  she  umlerwent  her  ex- 
amination, and  prevaricated  so  nnich;  and  secondly,  the  cause  of  Margaret 
Warden's  death^  whether  she  die&  of  poison  >  whether  she  took  poison  on 
TueKlay^  whe^er  what  she  took  on  Tuesday  was  the  fatal  dose.^  whether 
the  poison  she  took  was  the  same  with  that  procured  a  few  days  before,  by 
the  prisoner?" 

As  regards  the  first  question,  or  that  relating"  to  the  pri9oner*s  state  of 
mind,  when  her  drciarutions  were  taken,  there  was  some  discrepancy  oif 
opinion.  She  had  been,  it  seems,  subject  to  hysteric  attacks,  with  one  of 
which  the  was  seized  in  the  night  prior  to  her  examination.    Mr.  Alxxav- 
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aniKl'lll^rMMI,  at  Diimtep,  who  liail  been  in  the  pmelioc  cif  ■itenilinff  Mr. 
HmilVt  lamilv  for  livi;  ir  six  yeart,  xnil  who  vnt  sum  t'nr  nn  this  oeeasian, 
about  one  u'clock  in  the  morning,  CHanili^')  imMcfC  her  >t  live,  did  not 
think  UiiLt  ai  iliiit  time  she  wu  fit  to  be  exmnincd  bs  »  pcnon  uciiied  of 
chnie.  He  saw  liei'tigtiin  uii  Mmidiiy  evening,  in  jail,  and  she  «iu  natevoB 
then  Ihntoutfhly  collected,  and  had  bnt  »n  iodiuinct  recollection  of  what 
bod  tnuMfiired  during;  Ilia  first  visit.  The  reunn  assigned  by  her  reUlion* 
for  tlie  MUcIe  dii  Saturday,  wis  a  greut  fright  tliut  day,  in  conseftnence  of 
oiieof  hergmnd'Chililren  being  nearly  drowned.  Dr.  Juunstuh,  physician, 
in  Uimdec,  wa*  requested  by  the  aherilT-aubstitnte  of  that  town,  to  go  to 
Denniile,  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Smith,  and  aacertain  whether  she  would  lie 
able  to  ^  to  Four  Mile  House,  about  a  mile  diaant  from  her  own  house. 
He  found  her  in  bed,  liot,  cerUunly,  in  lubusl  health,  but  presenting  no- 
liiinglo  prevent  her  making  iheiwiirircil  journey,  or  her  being  examined. 
She  aniwered  correctly  to  all  the  ijiieitinns  put  to  her  by  the  doctor,  and 
•cciHnpaiiied  bin)  and  tier  husband  uid  one  of  her  fona,  in  a  carriage,  10  the 
Four  Mile  House,  where  she  underwent  her  ciiminWion.  Har  appearance 
did  nut  seem  to  him  to  he  altered,  aTtcrwards,  when  she  came  out  into  tlic 
Momwherc  the  doctor  was.  This  was  the  same  day  on  which  the  pcisoncr'i 
•tale  of  health  was  deposed  lo  by  Mr.  Aiuahdeh. 

Notwithstanding  the  objection  of  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  Mr. 
JclTrey,  (o  the  ndmiuibility  of  the  deductions,  the  court  liiiind  that  Ihey 
were  admisBible;  for,  in  addition  to  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Johnsto*,  tlio 
sheiifT-aubstilute  of  Dundee,  uid  the  county  mag-islmte  of  Forfar,  who  were 
f>resent  and  took  the  prisoner's  declaration,  deposed  to  her  being  nuxtc 
collected,  uiitU  she  answered  a  question  near  the  close,  and  then  she  be- 
came agitated,  gaipcdrand  fell  back;  but  immediately  aflcr  recovered  her 
•ctf-possessiun,  and  said  Uiat  nothing  ailed  her. 

P*»T  U. — Evidaitt  tuH/i  rtgard  la  the  taute  of  dtath,  and  the  teveral  gutt- 
tioia  anailelcd  with  the  adniinUlTaiicm  fad  effecU  of  otmoiIi. — It  seems  that 
no  medical  man  saw  Ihu  deceased,  Mai^rct  Warden,  until  she  was  simosl 
nwribund;  and  of  cutirsc  tlie  accnunt  of  the  symptoms  must  be  imperfect, 
leaned  as  it  is  from  tixc  testimony  of  her  felUiw  servants.  Of  the  winc- 
l^uss-ful  of  a  thick  white  mixture,  which  the  deceased  look  on  Tticwiay 
cvenijig,  Norrie,  lier  comrade,  declared  that  she  had  tasted  a  little  of  it  in 
a  tea-apoon,  and  swallowed  it;  that  it  did  not  taste  like  castor  oil,  nor  was 
it  acriil;  tliat  aiie  never  sulFcred  any  harm  fnim  what  she  took.  She  slept 
Willi  tlic  deceased,  and  nevcn  awoke  durin|f  the  night, 

"  Dn  tlw  morning  of  Wedneidaj-,  between  five  and  six,  Margaret  War- 
den told  her  comrade,  Norrie,  that  she  had  not  been  so  well  as  usual  ihrongh 
the  night:  and  not  long;  afterwards,  while  sitting,  slriltiog  a  ligbl,  she  be- 
came kuddenly  sick  and  appeared  about  to  fidl  from  her  chair*  upon  wbictt 
Noirio  led  her  to  bed.  Dnring  the  rest  of  the  day,  she  was  repeatedly 
visited  at  various  timesby  Norrie  and  two  other  servants.  None  of  tbcm 
Haw  her  vomit,  or  observed  any  marks  of  her  having  vomited;  andalUiough 
■he  was  evidently  uiuvell,  and  complained  to  Iilorrie  of  pain  in  the  bowels, 
she  Biiid  lo  another  servant,  about  mld'day,  that  she  was  betteri  did  not 
complnin  to  her  of  pain,  and  actually  took  for  dinner,^nd  retained  on  her 
stomach,  a  pint  of  milk  and  ft  Bour  cakei  as  big  as  a  soup  plate.  1  must 
add,  however,  that  tlie  prl»oncr  in  her  declarations,  said  tlie  deceased  had 
vomiting  and  purging  on  Wedneadayi  Bind  Chat  according  to  Dr.  TAiLoa, 
one  of  the  medical  witnesses,  the  deceased  told  iiim  she  had  these  symp- 
toms both  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 

No  evidence  wa^  procured  as  lo  her  state  from  six  on  Wednesday  cvcn- 
ningliU  Thursday  fbrcnnon,  c\cept  that  when  Norrie  awoke  once  during 
the  ni^ht,  she  found  llic  dcccaatd  MWakc  also.      It  uaa  un  TluiriiUa]'  lli;kt 
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»hf  p>i  Ihe  second  draught  from  her  mistma.  On  the  rarenoan  of  that 
day,  she  WIS  much  worse,  had  eiceeslve  thirst,  vomited  n  great  deal,  par- 
ticular!}' when  she  drank  any  thing,  purged  frcqiiently,  and  complained  of 
■evere  burning  pun  in  her  whole  bDWclii.liut  pnrticularly  in  the  side. 
Thcac  lymplonis  continued  uoremittingly,  till  her  death,  which  took  place 
next  day,  (Friday,)  at  nine  in  thcevenlngi  and,  on  the  morning  of  thatdajr, 
when  she  was  leen  by  Dr.  Tiitos,  she  had  also  GicesBire  prostration,  oo- 
casiotial  alupur,  cold  extremities,  clnmmy  perspimlion,  and  a  pulse  imper- 
ceptible at  the  wliat  anil  temple,  and  felt  near  (he  heart  beating  faintly  150 
times  in  a  minute.  She  never  complained  of  sore  throat,  or  of  any  urinary 
affection. 

Tike  body  was  buried  on  the  lOtli  September,  two  days  after  her  death; 
but  it  was  disinterred  and  exsmiaed  twenty  days  after  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  reports  raised  against  the  prisoner. 

Before  speaking  of  Ilie  evidence  of  the  medical  gentlemen,  it  mast  be 
premised,  that "  the  witnesses,  although  allowed  to  be  present  at  one  an- 
other's eiaininalions  while  the  medlcid  facts  of  the  case  were  stated,  were 
unleredlo  withdraw  during  the  delivery  of  each  other"*  opinions." 

Ur.  Tiiion,  P/^aidan  and  Surgtan  al  Broughty  Frrry,  on  esaminalioo, 
dcpnscd  to  his  having  been  sent  for  to  visit  Hargaret  Warden  on  Friday,  thtt 
8tli  September  last:  he  saw  her  at  one  in  the  forenoon  of  that  dayi  after 
•one  oonversation  with  Mrs.  Smith,  he  entered  the  kitchen  just  as  the  pa* 
tient  "  was  at  the  close  of  a  fit  of  vomiting,  after  which  she  Ly  down  ex- 
hausted with  the  effort:  her  countenance  waS'  tuuken  and  ghastly."  Other 
■ymploms  as  above-mentioned.  On  his  twice  putting  the  question,  when 
the  was  taken  ill,  she  replied  that  it  was  on  Tuesday  night,  with  vomitiof, 
purging,  and  pain  in  tlie  bowels,  particularly  in  the  sidei  and,  in  answer  to 
the  question,  when  she  had  been  m  ft  particular  way,she  said,  not  for  three 
months.  There  was  evident  fulnem  in  the  lower  port  of  the  belly.  Htr 
mother  was  at  the  bed-iide  all  the  time  he  was  there.  He  declined  giving 
the  gitl  any  medicinei  and,  in  reply  to  a  question  of  Mrs.  Smith's,  said  he 
mule  it  a  practice  nut  to  give  medicine  to  one  he  conceived  dying.  Ur*. 
Bmllh  asked,  as  she  bad  duite  during  her  conversation  with  the  doctor  be- 
fore he  saw  the  patient,  whct^ierhe  tlioughtthe  violent  vomiting  and  purg- 
ing would  carry  olf  the  child;  adding  that  "she  would  not  care  though  it 
did,  for  if  the  gudemao  kent  it,  he  would  be  like  to  (car  down  the  house 
•bout  them."    The  arms  of  the  girl  weK  more  livid  than  natutat 

On  being  cross-emmined  by  Mr,  Jeffrey,  Dr.  Tiiiua  slated  it  as  his  im- 
prossion  lltal  Klargaret  Warden  had,  when  be  saw  her,  cholera,  Ihe  aymplomt 
being  analogous,  and  the  disease  being  very  prevalent  in  (he  coiinby  at  that 
time-  He  bad  no  itlca  that  the  deceased  was  ill  of  Ihe  elTecIs  of  poison.  In 
reply  to  a  question  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  he  said  that  the  cholera  in  hia  part 
of  the  country  never  proved  fat*l  sooner  than  fourteen  days.  From  the 
iymplonw,  the  examination  of  the  body,  and  the  analysis  of  the  contents  of 
the  stomach,  he  liai  no  doubt  tliat  Margaret  Warden  <tied  of  poison,  and 
that  the  poison  was  arsenic.  A  Kpottto  this  efiect  wu  dt>«ti  up- ^  Dn. 
TiTuia,  RiHRii,  and  JuHasroa. 

In  this  report  it  Was  stated,  tliat  the  body  was  disinleired  and  examined 
on  the  30th  September,  (twenty-two  days  after  death,)  in  the  chuMh-ynd 
of  Hurroes;  that  there  were  marks  of  considerable  putrefaction,  exteinalfy, 
but  that  the  stomach  and  bowels  were  in  a  state  of  "vondcsfitl  presenra- 
tion."  The  itomach,  externally,  was  every  where  painted  with  red  ves- 
sels, brlglit  red  in  most  parts,  d^rk  red  In  other  parts.  The  omentuqi  was 
In  the  same  state,  especially  at  its  base.  The  small  intestines  were  like- 
wise rcdilish,  in  many  parts  cuntneted  in  <lJaiileter  and  conugaledi  and  the 
tuesenlery  at  these  parts  was  in&iined.     The  inner  coM  of  llie  stumadt^ 
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••«!!  n'lBFdup,  innuny  paM«  sepiroted  ftvin  the  ■[IJoinmg  coats,  tn  olh en 
cniTUgited  or  abraded  in  irregular  circumscribed  pilches,  with  *  ratsFd 
Biuk,  fonned  by  the  other  coat«.  The  inner  snrfice  seemed  as  if  it  had 
beea  scared  with  a  hot  iron,  the  coats  beinr  drawn  tugeih«T  in  a  very  un- 
gular  manner.  In  one  part  there  were  targe  patches  of  a  coil-blac'k 
eolMir,  confined  entirely  to  the  viHoug  coal,"  There  were  no  such  mark* 
In  the  small  inteatineij  tfie  inner  membrane  of  which,  however,  bore  other- 
wise the  aam«  appearance  ai  the  itomach. 

The  ttomach  contained  ten  nr  twelve  onncei  of  a  thick  fluid,  with  yel- 
lowish particle)  floMing'  in  it.  Similar  particles  n-erc  adhering  to  the  villoiii 
coat,  and  at  some  parts  were  deeply  imbedded  in  its  substance.  At  these 
places,  the  membrane,  except  in  colour,  looked  like  a  fine  texture,  corroded 
by  lunar  caustic,  and  roiind  one  spot  there  was  a  bright  iireola.  Besidca 
the  yellow  particles,  a  white  powder  was  scattered  over  the  whole  slomnch 
and  intestines.  There  was  a  three  months'  fottua  in  the  passages,  and  half 
espclledfnnn  the  rulva.  The  other  vitceni  in  the  chest  and  abdomen 
were  sound. 

llie  report  then  concludes  with'obserring,  that  the  stomach,  intestines, 
and  their  contents  were  removed  for  analysis;  that  anenia  was  detected  in 
various  parts  of  the  alimentary  canal,  but  particularly  in  the  yellow  particles 
found  in  the  stomachi  and  that  Ihe  results  of  the  inspection  and  analysii 
led  the  reporters  to  infer,  that  the  deceased  had  died  of  poisoning  with  ar- 

Additional  particulars  of  ihis  inspection  are  given  in  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Jaaaatos,  Physician  and  Surgeon  at  Dundee,  already  mentioned.  The 
coffin  was  raised  in  his  presence,  and  in  company  with  Drs.  tUiisiT  and 
Tav^ob.  They  "examined  the  bowels  of  the  chest  and  belly  on  the  spot; 
the  restofihe  examination  could  not  be  conducted  In  Ihe  burying  ground." 
llie  stomach  and  intestines  were  therefore  removed;  the  former  having 
been  previously  tied  at  each  end  and  put  into  a  bladder,  the  intestines 
were  put  into  another  bladder,  and  some  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
which  had  escaped  were  put  into  a  bottle.  "The  morbid  parts  were  de- 
posited," says  lir.  TAVioa,  "in  my  house  about  dusk;  were  placed  in  my 
consulting  room,  of  which  1  carried  away  the  key  when  T  was  obliged  to  go 
Duti  and  were  afterwards  taken  along  with  me  to  my  bed-room  when  I 
w«nt  to  bed."  They  had  been  previously  sealed  up  in  a  wooden  box  by 
nr.  RmaAi  With  his  own  seal.  The  seal  was  not  broken  till  Sunday,  when 
he  and  Dr.  TivLon  were  present.  The  difl'erent  articles  were  then  taken 
out,  and  the  half  of  each  separated  and  tied  up  in  bladders,  or  sealed  in 
bottles,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  Edinburgh.  They  were  all  put 
in  an  earthen  jar,  with  a  metal  lid,  which  was  tied  over  and  sealed  with  Dr. 
Rimbit's  seal.  Dr.  J.  accompanied  the  person  who  took  them  to  the  mail- 
coach  office,  and  saw  them  lodged. 

"bar  experiments,"  continues  Dr.  Joium-ms,"  were  made  with  the  other 
half  of  the  articles.  I  tried  various  tests  on  tlie  contents  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines.  The  result  was  the  most  perfect  conviction  that  arsenic  was  in 
Ihe  stomach  and  bowels^  and  that  it  was  sufficient  to  account  for  death." 

On  being  cross  examined  by  Mr.  Jeffrey,  the  loni  Justice  Clerk,  and  the 
hird  Advocate,  Dr.  JoMaaTOB  stated  that  he  had  never  before  seen  a  case 
of  poisoning  with  arsenic;  that  this  w«s  the  first  course  of  experiments  he 
ever  nnde  on  the  contents  of  the  stomach  in  such  a  case.  The  tests  lint 
applied  wore  Uqiud  tcala,  which  are  directed  to  ascerlun  the  presence  of 
arsenic,  by  Ihe  appearance  of  certain  precipitates.  These  tests  were  l.ia- 
trale  of  silver,  ammonia  being  previoutly  added  to  the  suspected  fluidi  2. 
sulphale  of  copper;  3.  aninmniiirel  oF  ci.pper;  4.  nitrate  of  silver,  super- 
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ctrboiiste  or  poUss  being  previously  added  to  the  «u*pecled  liquor;  3.  lul- 
phuret  orpotiss;  6.  lime  water.* 

Other  tests  were  then  applied;  for  tlie  Kquid.onei  were  not,  ia}s  Dr. 
JoHKSTOH,  considered  u  abBulutety  conclusive,  though  lh»y  conveyed  » 
very  strong  conviction.  The  reductlun  of  tlie  susp^cled  matter  to  th« 
original  iDetal  was  then  tried  ^  a  poition  of  the  suspected  matter  was  mixed 
with  black  Huz  in  a  tube,  and  by  heat  they  procured  that  crust  wliich  is 
considered  characteristic  of  metallic  arsenic.  Another  experiment  was  the 
passing  of  sulphurctlcd  b}d[ogc&  gas  through  the  solution  of  the  contents; 
a  yellow  precipitate  was  formed,  which  was  afterwards  decampascd  with 
buck  fltiK  and  another  crust  was  procured  cliaractcrittic  of  metallic  arsenic 

The  test  of  reduction  was  tried  before  the  report  was  nuuic  out.  Tha 
<]UBntity  of  crust  was  so  small,  that  Dr.  Jodnstok  says  he  could  not  scrape 
it  with  a  knife  Irom  the  tubei  "  there  was  not  a  gmn,  perhaps  nut  a  twenli' 
eth  of  ■  grain." 

Dr.  JomrsTnn  madcasimilar  set  of  experiments  witli  pure  arsenic,  which 
be  got  from  Mr.  Russell,  (from  iuhoK  mop  tin  priionir  procured  aricnu,) 
■lid  the  results  were  analogous.  l*be  colotirs  of  some  of  the  prceipiiale* 
were  slightly  different,  which  was  presumed  to  arise  from  aiiinud  matter 
being  present  in  the  matter  he  and  his  cotlea^ica  operated  with. 

Dr.  IUmsit  confirmed  the  testimony  of  the  last  witness;  and  added  tlial^ 
in  consequence  of  his  being  taken  ill,  he  was  prevented  from  attEiidini;  ibe 
leduction  eiperimeiits  of  Drs.  Johmstob  and  Tailor.  But  he  nfterwarda 
repeated  them  on  a  portion  of  matter  which  had  been  kept  for  liim,  and 
obtained  a  crust  by  the  black  Sux.  Uc  carried  this  crust  to  l^linburgh, 
wlicrc  it  was  sliown  to  Dr.  Cbbibtisor,  who  proposed  ila  being  subjccteil 
to  a  farther  test,  the  conversion  of  the  metal  into  the  oxide.  Ueat  wtt 
applied  to  the  fragments  of  the  glass  on  which  the  crust  was,  after  thejr 
had  been  put  into  a  glass  tube;  and  crystals  of  oiidc  of  arsenic  were  pro- 
cured. The  mailer  reduced  by  Dr ,  Rihbat  waa  the  sulphuret  made  by 
■  stream  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  tent  through  tlie  solution  of  the  sus- 
pected particles.  He  had  no  doubt  of  arsenic  havinf;  been  the  cause  uf 
the  death  of  tlic  deceased.  The  symptoms  were  such  as  it  produces,  M 
were  also  the  morbid  appearances. 

On  being  cross  eximiucd  by  Mr.  Jeffrey,  the  lord  Justice  Clerk,  loi4 
Hcadowbank,  and  the  lord  Advocate,  Dr.  Kaksit  admitted  that  the  abova 
were  tlie  first  experiment*  he  bad  made  on  at»enic,  but  adiW  his  having 
made  many  uiice;  the  quanlily  produced  in  tikc  metallic  state  was  very 
■mall,  p rehab  1y  not  more  than  the  twentieth  part  of  a  grain;  tlie  ci-ysl^a 
formed  by  Dr.  Chhistisou  were  probably  leaa;  bis  information  as  lo  the  tests 
fur  ftrsenic  is  chiefly  drawnlrom  books.  He  did  not  coiuidc-r  llie  length  of 
the  girl's  illness  any  objection  to  her  having  died  of  arsenic  taken  on  I'ues- 
davi  though  it  is  remarkable  that  llieit:  was  no  direct  evidence  of  there 
having  been  symptoms  on  Wednesday  so  violent  as  those  which  geoemllj' 
follow  the  taking  of  arsenic,  and  tliat  she  was  able  on  that  day  to  cat  »• 
pint  of  milk  and  a  Bour  cake  (or  dinner.     Death  genenUy  foUows  Moneri 

*  Though  not  forming  a  paK  of  the  evidence,  we  subjoin  the  account  (rf* 
the  effect  of  the  liquid  reagents  on  the  solution  of  sediment  found  in  the 
stomach,  furniihed  to  Dr.  Christiaon,  by  Dr.  Kamaay.  Aiiunoiuacal  ni- 
trate of  silver  caused  a  bright  yellow  cloudt  the  lulphate  of  copper,  a  fiiint 
green;  the  ammoiiiacal  sulphate  of  copper,  a  light  olive  green;  the  nitrata 
of  silver,  (carbonate  of  putasa  being- previously  added  to  tlie  suspected 
fluid,)  a  deep  ye  How  isb -brown,  passing  to  btsck;the  sulphuret  a  very  bright 
yellow;  lime  water,  whiliUi;  auipburctuid  hydrogen,  briglil  yellow,  but 
uther  faint. 


224  qUABTKa!.*  SL'MMART   Of    UEDtCAL  IXTKLtlGESC  E. 

bnt  ItieK  hive  bMti  imny  iiutancM  in  wliich  lire  wu  protnctcil  u  longi 
not  u  tlie  lusiicTuion  ufif  mptoms,  llioiigh  reinirkkbic,  un precede nlcd,  >iiii 
might  be  clpUineil  by  the  Mate  of  the  sloouicb  at  the  time  the  poioin  wu 
lakon,  perhaps  to  the  milk  fttid  cake.  A  penon  may  swillow  ■  grot  quan- 
tity of  ancnic  without  bad  effects,  if  it  is  vomited  aoon  after;  but  a  smaH 
portion  may  be  left,  lullicient  to  light  up  inSaiomation,  and  to  prove  fatal  ih 
two  or  three  days.  A  very  few  grairi,  one  or  two,  might  prove  fatal  on  an 
empty  stomach,  if  a  person  in  perfect  health  was  suddenly  seiied  wilh 
ToriMting  and  purging,  and  arsenic  was  found  in  the  body  after  death,  Ur. 
Baxxir  would  ceitainly  attribute  death  to  the  arsenic. 

Dr.  CuaiTTiwH,  Profeasor  of  Medical  Juriiiprudcnce,  be.  confinned  the 
evidence  of  the  preceding  medical  witnesses.  He  fiiund.on  cxaminition  uf 
the  various  portions  uf  the  stomach  and  intestines  seut  to  him,  that  "the 
cardiac  end  of  the  itomach  eihlbited  several  large,  irregular  black  streak* 
and  patches,  produced  by  the  eitnvasalion  of  bloud  on  ill  villous  coat,  and 
in  its  lubslancc,  and  accompanied  in  one  or  two  placcawith  partial  rcmotsl 
of  that  coat."  A  small  portion  of  the  stomach  preserved  apart  in  a  pill  box, 
had  a  little  deep  excavation,  which  was  lillcd  with  a  bri|^t  sulphur  yellow 

Tlic  bottle  contained  three  ouncei  of  a  thick  brownish-red  fluid,  in  which 
oxide  of  arsenic  was  delected.  The  particle  imbedded  in  the  ulcer  uf  the 
Btomach,  also  probably  conbuned  some  sulpburet  of  arsenic,  a  minulc 
quantity  of  which  was  likewise  probably  in  the  fluid. 

The  repoKdravmupby  Dr.  C.,  and  which  he  read  in  evidence,  concluded 
as  follows:  "As  the  papers  sent  to  me  do  not  mention  any  of  the  symploms 
under  which  the  person  died,  or  the  stale  of  the  dead  body  generally,  a 
decided  opinion  on  Ibc  cause  of  death  can  hardly  be  given.  But  the  ap- 
pearance* in  the  Btoinach  above  mentioned,  and  tlie  detection  of  oxide  of 
iracnic  in  its  contents,  arc  quite  adeqiuile  to  account  for  death;  and  they 
satisfy  me  that  oxide  of  arsenic  hail  been  introduced  during  life,  tliat  the 
person  had  in  all  probability  lived  longer  than  a  ^y  aftcrwardsi  and  that  it 
was  hardly  posuble  she  could  ever  have  recowKd  from  the  ciTecls  of  the 

"As  to  the  presence  of  the  sulphuret  of  arsenic  in  the  slonutcli,  which  I 
consider  prodabU,  this  may  tiavc  arisen  eitlier  from  the  adminislration  uf 
orpiment,  or  of  king's  yellow,  or  from  the  action  of  anlidotcs  on  Ihuiixidr, 
or  from  the  action  of  a  gas  sometimea  disengaged  iu  the  alimentary  canal 
during  life,  as  well  as  ai\er  death." 

All  Ur.  CuaisTisoii's  tests  were  on  the  principle  of  reduction!  except 
that  he  once  used  the  ammoniacal  nitrate  of  silver  as  a  trial-test;  and  this, 
ton,  yielded  decided  indications,  so  far  as  its  indications  could  be  dcciiled. 

On  kis  cross  examuiation  by  Mr.  Jeffrey,  Dr.  C.  admitted  lliat  some  of 
■he  liquid  testa  employed  by  Drs.  JnunsmN,  ItiMSai  and  TiiLon,  arc  not, 
■iiigly,  decisive  of  the  presence  of  arsenic;  but,  taken  conjimclty.  tbey  form 
satiafactoiy  evidence.  Someof  tbcm  arc  not  correct  tests — the  sulphate  uf 
copper  is  not  a  test  for  arsenic: — the  nilrale  of  silver,  with  potass  previously 
■ilded  to  the  suspected  fluid,  is  not  a  very  good  test;  neither  is  the  Bulpburtl 
of  potass.  But  the  ammuniuret  of  copper,  tjie  nitrate  of  silver,  wlili 
ammonia  previously  added  lo  the  siispecteil  fluid,  lime  water,  and  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen,  are  good  teitai  sulphuretted  hydn^en  u  the  bcsl. 

Dr.  C.  rfprodiicpd,  at  a  rough  giiesa,  bi-lween  a  ijuarler  of  n  grain  ami 
half  a  grain,  by  all  his  re<Uirlioii!i.  "This  quantity,  on  acoiiuiit  of  tlie 
imperfection  in  the  process  of  reduction,  by  which  part  of  lUc  arsenic  is 
retained  in  the  flux,  indicates  obuut  twice  as  much  aisciiic  in  tlic  twMAits 
uenttunie."     (Ur.  U.) 

'I'lic  iciit  of  iJi'.  V.'a  evidence  and  opinions.  didWJi  uul  b)  ciou  'jxanuna- 


tion,  ran  rlilofly  on  llie  (lunntity  <»f  .-irsonic  which  would,  If  swallowpd,  proft 
tht.ll,  and  the  period  in  which  such  a  dose  would  exert  its  baneful  f  fleets. 
Tiic  violent  symptoms  are  not  alv  ays  evidenced  immediatcU'  after  th* 
introduction  of  t]ie  poison  Tmto  the  stomach.  Onrn.A,  in  his  JVv.'rofAtn^ 
C''t!en:f',  mentions  a  case  ;n  whirli  the  poison  wa<?  tnlcon  at  eleven  in  f/[w 
forenoon;  tlie  person  ate  ahrarly  '|}n!>er  at  two,  and  the  violent  svmptcmit 
did  not  displin-  tljcmsolve^  until  stvrn  in  the  evrning",  c:j:^hl  hotirs  after  th« 
poison  was  swallowed.  Thrco  days  is  not  an  unr.fMninon  Icnj^th  of  time  fof 
a  case  of  poisoninj^  with  arsenir  to  hist.  •*  People  have  lived  oipphl  days,  or 
several  weeks,  montlis,  and  it  is  said,  even  years;  and  have  died  of  the  same 
poison  after  all.  'I'he  common  period  is  two  or  three  days."  The  smallest 
fatal  dose  which  Dr.  i).  has  read  of  in  bookTi,  was  sixty  ^p^inn.  "On  art 
emplv  stomach,  probahlj^  a  single  grain,  certainly  two  grains,  would  be 
unsafe;  and  T  shouhl  think  four  grains  mipht  prove  fatal.  The'stomaeh  if 
not  so  easily  trainr-d  to  the  t:iking  of  arsenic,  as  to  *'   •  taking  of  opium." 

The  pmperty  of  arsenic  to  prcrserve  the*  animal  solids  from  putrefaction, 
is  believed  on  the  continent  r)f  Kurope.  'I'his  poison  has  beeVi  detectetl 
in  the  br»d)' fourteen  months  after  interment.* 

•*  Arsenic,**  says  Dr.  (J.  ♦*  seldom  rau'^cs  death  by  inducinjj;'  inflammatioTi." 
It  woidd  have  b»f('n  more  con-ect  for  him  to  have  wid  that  arsenic  may 
dcstrov  life  witli')ut  necessarily  causinp:  inflannnation. 

iMf'tf'vnl  /•Iful.'rcr  for  f/:>'  Pi^'tniwr. —  Dr.  Ftfe,  Ijfehtrcr  an  (*hemisfry, 
was  cxamincfi. — lit*  did  not  think  the  liquid  tests  were  by  ar.y  means 
suflRCicnt  to  determine  the  presence  of  arsenic;  nor  that  Dr.  Cnnt«»TiBO?r*i« 
explanation  of  the  formation  of  the  sulphuret  of  arsenic  in  the  stomach  n 
admissible.  In  '100  grains  of  arsenic  scnt.hini  by  Mr.  liussell,  an  apothe- 
cary at  Dundee,  there  was  not  any  of  the  sulphtiret:  tliis  latter  is  rarelj^ 
ccmtained  in  the  white  arsenic  of  the  shops,  lie  admitted,  on  beipg  cross 
examined  by  the  lord  Advocate,  that  he  was  not  awtirc  of  rrw/'  ojjr  tntftrrtuTicr 
wUch  -ivnitUI  t'xiihit  tlw  nanu'  af'/tfnrmir'-x  irft/j  iiH  thfjlitid  trtttx  ii/trd  hv  the 
Dituih'*'  r.-ruth:mrv  at  nrjienir  ivoVd.  He  thought  the  tests  by  reduction, 
nuMitioned  in  Dr.  ('iiim'JtisonN  report,  perfectly  satisfactory. 

Dr.  M.\rKi>'n»sn,  Lecturer  on  the  Tractice  of  iMiysic  aii<l  of  Midwifeiy, 
in  his  examination  by  Mr.  .lellrcy,  th('u;^ht  it  hardly  ])ossiblc,  recollecting 
tlie  dinuf-r  wliich  tlw  deceased  took  on  Wednesday,  that  arsenic  could  have 
boen  containc<l  in  the  mixture  taken  (m  Tuesday.  "The  symptoms  of 
«*ho!era  and  poisoning  with  arsenic  are  the  same — cholera  is  very  common 
in  this  rounirx,  (Scotland,)  after  hot  summers."  The  duration  of  tl'e 
liseasc  is  various;  Dr.  M.  has  seen  a  pei*son  die  of  it  in  twelve  hours  in 
Scotland,  lie  would  not  take  upon  himself  to  pronoinice  as  to  the  exist- 
irncc  of  niori)i  1  apjH'aranres  In  ton  days;  much  less  after  three  weeks: — 
vveu  in  three  d.us  lie  ihink«*  tih*y  an:  often  douhtf»i'.  **The  blackness 
•  i)servi'tl  on  the  I)oily  in  tijis  r't<o  foniis  no  ground  for  inft^rring  poison:  it 
.-»  very  comnioii  as  a  t'on-ii-tjueju  e  of  discam's  r)f  the  lungs  particularly. 

«)ij  Ijcuig  cross  eNamlned  h\  the  htrd  Advorute,  Dr.  Mai'KINtosh  said, 
•*  .\<*«'i!:niu^''  tin'  1:.rt  t,r"  ;!ir  d-ieciion  of  rirsenie,  an<I  taking  along  with  ii 
flu-  s\  in})'.onis  i^  is  'i  >  oj?it'ion  iIk-  d«:ce:is«.'d  died  of  poisoning  with  arsenic." 

Or.  f*niii-.ri>ov,  .:i  ronuiKiit'.iiji"  ontlint  purt  of  Dr.  M.'s  evidence  relating 
'•>  pi'H  Uiopcm  :i]',!e:irauce*;,  Ae»y  prop*  Hy  r<*mind«  him  f»f  the  diflerence 
.'••luer-n  tiir-  |')ss  nt  ilic  di-tiiiriivi'  r|jaraetir>  c»f  the  tissues  and  o»-ganization 
produ'-e<|  Sy  putrctaftion,  and  th'*  p.utial  changob  in  stnirture,  wliere  the 


•  This  cis.sertion  tif  Dr.  rhri-tiMUi   is  not  fustainod  !•}    the  opinion  of 
Oriila,  wIm>  thinks  tlut  the  bodii"-  oi  tho:^*  di  til  tioni  poiMui'iig  bv  .ir«>enir. 
JT  1,7'/',    /'./f  .'•/,,  hi  come  as  rcuihU  putrid  a*.  ^^\\^  r-*.—  Ffi. 
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ubani^M,  whalcver  thty  may  be,  cnnnot  be  refeireU  to  (lutrcbction,  of  to 
tlie  cffuot!)  of  ileath  on  the  body. 
The  reporter  of  Ihe  trial  baa  not  ruvuiired  ui  wilh  t\\e  verdict  otlht  Jury. 


3^.^iuuri<m — Llgalurc  beyond  Ihe  Tumour. — Bj  ^e^el■e^cetooul■fil^lVot^^ 
p.  3B8,  our  reiden  will  find  a  ihort  hUtury  of  tbis  mnde  of  operating  for 
uieiincm,  and  the  deUila  of  ■  c»e  fWim  the  Hedlca-ChiniTfpcal  Tnniac- 
tioilOi  vol.  13,  in  wiiicb  ih.  Wianaur  successfully  operated  for  an  aneurism 
of  the  carolkl  artery,  by  securing  this  veuci  Kbove  llie  tumour.  This  it 
the  ouly  succeruful  ciue  on  record;  and  even  this  is  denied  by  Hr.  Sriw, 
(Lonil.  Med.  and  Pliya.  Journal  for  June,)  who  assprts  that  it  was  not  an 
aneunim,  but  a  mere  diUlation  uf  a  portion  of  the  vessel,  often  seen  in  old 
persons,  M  the  amh  ul'  the  aorla,  Ike,  and  which  lias  no  disposilion  to  in- 
crease lo  a  dangerous  extent.  Whether  this  be  true,  cannot  yet  be  deter- 
mined, but  some  other  caaes  have  since  occurred  of  an  eKlraordhniry  cbi- 
racler,  which  are  recorded  In  the  Lancet,  and  extracted  by  the  l^ndon 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  and  the  Mcdico.ChirurgicaJ  Review,  with 
comments  by  Mr.  Smw  and  others.  We  regret  thai  we  cannot  detail  all 
the  aymptoms,  that  the  diagnosis  might  be  presented  lo  cMir  readers  for 
their  own  decision.  In  No.  173  of  the  Lancet,  is  detailed  a  second  case  of 
Mr.  Wandhop's,  Ufa  woman,  E.  B.,  it.  fifty-seven,  who  eanteunder  his  cnre 
on  the  3nd  of  December,  with  n  pulsilini;  tumour  on  the  lower  part  uf  the 
ri^t  aide  of  the  neck,  and  sulTering  also  from  intsarca  and  trarluus  oihcrin- 

dicationi  ofa  diseased  system. 

Dte.  10.  The camlid artery  was  "tied."  {s-iys the  report,)  by  Mr.  Wam.- 
aor.  beyond  the  tumour. 

Det.  il.  Pulsation  in  Ihe  tumour  much  rcducedj  ptUsition  of  the  oppo- 
site carotid  increased  in  furcei 

A  duly  report  is  given,  which  is  not  very  salisfactoiy,  and  on  the  3lst, 
the  patient  is  reportetl  in  the  Lancet  as  "quite  tamfortable."  The  Lon- 
don Mctlical  and  Physical  Joiimul  for  Jipril,  says,  ■*')'he  patient  died  last 
week,  and  the  body  waaexamiunl  on  the  33di  (March.')  when  it  wasfmiml 
that  the  carotid  iirlery  v.ia  jicrvii/aii  and  urulitturl/ed,  presenting  om  eiaitinu- 
ii'u  lube  Ihtiiuglieal,  t/irre  beiiij;  tiu  ununtn/  appearance,  tind  no  anniritm. 
The  Aearl  hum  i»  a  stele  uf  liyj-eriru/i/iff.  I'lie  Lancet,  No.  ISS,  attributes 
llie  death  of  the  patient  to  taking  cold  and  drinking  spirits  after  the  a|)era- 
tian,  giving  rise  to  co<igli  and  (cyuT,  with  tncccasc  uf  pulsation  and  siic  in 
the  tumour.  She  died  dropsical,  with  hypertrophy  of  the  heart.  A  dilaiii- 
(ion  of  the  carotid  artery  at  the  silimtion  uf  the  tumour,  was  alone  discorer- 
ublei  this  vessel  remaining  pervious. 

The  conclusion  of  Mr.  Siuw,  and  of  the  Medic o-CliirnrRical  Hcviewer, 
that  there  was  no  aneurism,  and  that  the  ortet?  was  not  liril  by  Mr.  H'lnii- 
Hor,  seems  irreiiatible. 

Tlie  next  case  was  also  a  female,  aged  forty.nine,  of  an  unhealthy  appear- 
ance, with  a  pulsating  tumour  on  the  right  ude,  immediately  above  the 
atcmalend  of  tbCLClavicle,  uf  the  siae  ofa  walnut,  with  all  the  characters 
of  aneurism.  It  wascomjilicated  with  symptoms  of  disease  of  the  heart  and 
large  vessels,  Mr.  LiaBtnr,  her  surgeon,  regarded  it  as  an  aneurism  of 
the  right  carotid  at  its  origint  whether  cilcntUng  to  the  innominata  or  not, 
could  not  determine.  Sir  AsrLni  Cnoria  discountenanced  the  opera- 
n;  remarking,  lliit  "  it  was  an  aneurism  by  dilatation,  which  would  not 
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increase.*'  Mr.  Kkt»  Mr.  B.  Coorm  and  Mr.  Callawat  declared  the  op«. 
ration  inadmissible,  repuxiing  the  innominata  as  diseased.  Mr.  Wabdbmp 
and  Mr.  Waklbt  recommended  the  operation:  which  was  performed  l»y 
Mr.  Lanbxat  on  the  first  of  March.  I1ie  bulk  of  the  tumour  was  imm*-* 
diately  diminished,  and  its  pulsation  lessened.  Next  da^,  the  vascular  ex- 
citement was  less  Uian  before  the  operation,  and  the  patient  observed,  that 
**  the  beating  of  the  heart  was  gone." 

April  17.  Patient's  heal(h  hM  heretofbre  improved:  on  this  day,  uneasy 
sensations  were  experienced  in  the  wound;  next  dav,  a  haemorrhage  ensuedt 
also  on  the  19th:  aind  at  intervals*  until  the  33d.  Maff  1st,  it  returned  with 
violence^  and  the  patient  died. 

DuHdUm  revealed  a  tliick  layer  of  fibrine  in  the  pericardium,  the  result 
of  pericarditisi  lungs  and  heart  healthyi  arch  of  aurta  slightly  enlaigedf 
innoroinati  not  enlarged,  but,  internal^,  its  lining  membrane  had  some 
patches  of  curdy  matter.  **  At  tlie  >iiot  of  the  right  common  carotid  (the 
situation  of  the  original  swelling)  was  a  pyramidlal  tumour,  about  halfaa 
inch  in  breadth  at  the  base,  and  extending  two  inches  up  the  arteiy.  -  Net« 
tlier  a  probe,  nor  water,  cotdd  be  forced  upwards  from  the  inn'ominata.  Oir 
making  a  section  of  the  tumour,  its  lower  part  was  found  accurately  dosed 
by  a  firm  coagulum.  The  coats  of  the  artery,  round  this  coagulum,  wer» 
about  four  times  theUr  natural  thickness,  and  lined  by  a  thin  kyer  of  fibrine.'*' 
There  was  an  ulcerated  opening  where  tlie  ligature  was  appfied,  coami|iii- 
oaling  with  the  external  wound:  above  the  i^rteiy  was  oompletely  pervioua^ 
so  that  water  injected  iuto  the  aorta,  passed  by  means  of  the  superior  thy- 
roid, &c.  into  the  right  carotid,  and  out  of  the  external  opening,  satisfiw- 
torily  accounting  for  the  d^th  of  the  patient 

Mr.  LAxaxaT  has  published  a  plate  of  the  dissection  In  No.  194  of  the 
Lancet  I  firom  which,  as  well  as  from  the  history  of  the  case,  the  ev- 
viewer  in  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Hevicw,  asserts  very  positively  that  hefw 
also  there  was  no  aneurism,  altliough  there  is  no  doubt  the  artery  was  tied. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  much  acrimony  mingles  with  almost  every  criti- 
cism now  issuing  from  the  London  medical  press,  that  it  is  impossible  for 
disinterested  per^ms — for  those  that  would  be  just,  to  rely  on  statemcnti 
positively  msde.  We  cannot  form  an  opinion  on  the  present  question. 
But  whether  tliese  cases,  including  even  the  first  one  of  Mr.  WaaDBOP*!!^ 
be  regarded  as  aneurisms  or  not,  thev,  by  no  means,  would  discouragHrom 
the  operation  of  a  ligature  heyvnd  the  tumour,  under  appropriate  cireum- 
stances;  the  principle,  as  stated  in  our  first  volume,  is  dcfenmble,  and,  we 
believe,  correct:  the  drcumstances  to  which  it  is  applicable  are  very  rare» 
but,  we  still  believe  that  they  do  occur,  and  that  the  operation  will,  when 
judiciously  resorted  to,  prove  successful.  We  will  detail  another  case  of 
great  interest  on  this  subject  from  the  same  Review,  for  October,  extracted 
from  tlie  Lancet;  in  which  Mr.  WAxnaop,  by  no  means  deterred  by  fiiitner 
experience,  has  boldly  applied  tlie  same  principle  to  a  reputed  aneurism  of 
the  artcria  innominata'  with  apparent  success. 

Mrs.  A.,  xt.  forty -five,  presented,  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  a  pubat- 
ing  tumour  of  the  size  of  a  turkey's  egg;  its  base  situated  beneath  the  upper 
part  of  the  sternum,  and  its  apex  rising  on  the  inner  side  of  the  stcmoHiias- 
tuid  muscle.  The  pulsations  were  strong,  and  synchronous  with  th6se  of 
the  heart;  it  could  not  be  entirely  emptietl  by  pressure,  ami  the  firmest 
compression  diminislied,  but  did  not  arrest  the  circulation  through  the  *iib- 
cUvian.  There  was  no  pulsation  in  the  branehea  of  the  right  carotid;  but 
the  trunk  pulsated  very  perceptibly,  apparently  from  the  impulse  received 
from  the  tumour.  'Hie  brunches  and  tnink  of  tlu:  left  carotid  tmlsated 
vigorously.  Examination  by  percubsioii  and  tlie  stethoscope,  discovered 
a  wbccxing  (bruit  dc  soufflct)  under  and  bekiw  the  right  clavicle.     (Dr. 
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Bahrt,  on  examination  with  the  instrument,  was  induced  to  believe,  that 
from  the  wheezins^,  from  the  impulse  synchronous  witli  the  pulse,  from  the 
**  bruit  de  scie,"  the  aorta  at  its  arch  and  within  the  pericardium,  was  most 
probably  dilated- and  pressed  upon  some  of  the  bronchia.)  The  patient 
had  at  times  great  dyspnoea,  increased  on  the  slightest  motion,  almost  to 
suffocation,  and  obliging  her  to  use  a  high  pillow:  nights  restless;  sleep 
interrupted;  aspect  anxious,  pule  and  sallow;  emaciation;  pulse  frequent, 
fidl  and  throbbing.  Eleven  months  previously;  she  became  first  ill,  with 
dyspncca,  cough,  and  severe  pains  in  the  chest,  head,  and  neck.  Five 
montlis  afterwards,  the  tumo\ir  was  discovered,  and  has  continued  to  in- 
crease, with  an  aggravation  of  all  the  other  symptoms,  notwithstanding  a 
severe  diet,  frequent  small  bleedings,  digitalis,  &c.  Mr.  Wardrof,  con- 
sidering medical  treatment  as  hopeless,  and  taking  into  account  the  appa- 
rent obliteration  of  the  right  carotid,  secured  the  right  subclavian  artery 
with  a  ligature  on  the  6th  day  of  July,  1827.  The  pulse  at  the  wrist 
ceased  immediately;  and  there  was  great  relief  to  the  breathing,  and  also 
to  the  head.  The  pulsation  of  the  tumour  was  lessened;  its  size  remained 
stationary;  in  twenty-four  hours,  a  slight  pulsation  appeared  at  the  wrist; 
the  arm  did  not  become  numb  or  cold.  The  patient  continued  well; 
the  ligpiture  came  away  on  the  22nd  day;  the  tumour  much  diminished  in 
size;  patient  has  no  pain  in  the  head,  cough,  or  dyspmsa;  and  she  can 
ascend  stairs  with  comparative  ease.  On  the  ninth  day  after  the  opera- 
tion, a  pulsation  appeared  in  the  right  carotid  artery.  The  patient  had 
left  the  hospital  in  August,  for  the  re-establishment  of  her  health  in  the 
country.  The  final  issue  of  this  new  and  bold  modification  of  the  opera- 
tion for  aneurism,  will  be  looked  for  with  much  interest  by  the  profession, 
whether  this  be  in  reality  a  proper  aneurism  of  the  art  innominata,  or  a 
mere  dilatation  of  tiie  vessel  with  enlargement  of  the  aorta,  as  is  surmised 
by  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Reviewer.  We  hope  Mr.  Wardbop  will  soon 
give  us  his  own  account  of  his  late  operations. 

34.  Dislocation  of  the  Humertis. — "Professor  Smith,  of  New  Haven,  has 
recently  effected  the  reduction  of  a  dislocated  humerus,  seven  yearly 
months  after  the  occurrence  of  the  injury.  The  patient  was  a  young 
woman.** — Philad,  Monthly  Journal^  Jlug. 

35.  Dislocation  of  the  Femur. — Dr.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  has  reduced  a  femur 
which  had  remained  dislocated  for  three  months. — Ibid, 

In  cachof  tliese  cases,  reduction  was  effected  without  the  use  of  piUUtB. 
Moderate  extension,  assisted  by  a  judicious  management  of  the  extremities 
of  the  bones  dislocated,  was  sufBcient. 

The  editor  of  the  above  work.  Dr.  N.  R.  Smith,  makes  some  pertinent 
remarks  on  tiie  management  of  dislocations,  especially  on  the  use  and  abuse 
of  simile  mechanical  force.  "Webeheve  it  will  ultimately  be  admitted 
by  all  scientific  surgeons,  that  force  contributes  infinitely  less  to  the  re- 
duction of  dislocated  bones,  than  that  kind  of  art  wliich  is  founded  on  a 
correct  and  minute  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  and  mechanism  of  the  joint, 
and  on  the  dexterous  employment  of  manual  force.** 

In  the  October  number  of  tl)e  same  Journal,  Professor  Smith  records  a 
second  example  of  a  dislocation  of  the  humerus,  reduced  ten  and  a  half 
months  after  the  displacement.  Roth  of  these  dislocations  of  the  humerus, 
occurred  m  the  same  patient,  during  puerperal  convulsions.  **  The  re- 
duction was  accomplished  by  gentle  and  long  continued  extension  upon 
the  member;  the  knee  of  the  surgeon  was  then  placed  beneath  the  axilla, 
and,  tlie  bone  being  employed  as  h  lever,  the  head  was,  without  much  diffi- 
culty, conveyed  upwards  into  the  glenoid  cavity.'* 
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06.  Ejctir/uition  of  {in  Ossified  Septum  of  thr  Coi  fjura  Cavtivnusa  Penis. — 
Dr.  M'C^LELLAN  has  lately  extirpated  the  septum  of  the  cavornoiis  portion 
of  the  penis,  whicli  was  completely  ossrfied,  rendering  micturition  difficult, 
causing,  during  erection,  an  incurvation  of  the  penis,  with  concavity  up- 
wards, and  preventing  all  soxual  intercourse. — Pfulad,  Monthly  Journal, 
for  yov. 

37.  Aneurism  by  Anastomosis. — Dr.  M'Clellax,  early  in  November,  se- 
cured the  right  carotid  artery,  in  a  child,  aged  seven  months,TordLn  aneurism 
by  anastomosis  occupying  almost  entirely  the  right  side  of  the  face,  partly 
closing  the  right  eye,  and  overlapping  the  nose.  Hie  tumour  became  less 
tense,  and  more  pale,  and  the  pulsation  on  that  side  of  the  face  entirely 
ceased. — Ibid.- 

38.  Mydriasis^  Hemeralopiot  &c. — Our  colleague,  Dr.  La  Rochk,  who,  aa 
already  intimated,  is  travelling  in  Europe,  has  effected  an  exchange  of  our 
Journal  witli  the  Ephemcrides  Mcdicales  of  Montpellier.  The  nuipbers  of 
tliis  year  (182^)  have  been  received,  and  contain  several  valuable  articles, 
some  of  which  arc  contributed  by  the  distinguished  professors  of  tbe  an- 
cient  and  venerable  school  of  Montpellier;  an  institution,  which,  amidst  all 
the  rivalry  of  modem  times,  and,  apparently,  in  a  disadvantageous  position, 
maintains  its  reputation  for  science,  and  keeps  pace  with  the  rapid  improve-' 
ments  of  the  day.  This  fact  is  evinced  by  the  Journals  before  us;  and  we 
shall,  henceforth  inform  our  readers  of  the  labours  of  the  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Southern  School  of  France. 

In  the  February  number  of  the  above  work,  we  observe  a  strong  recom- 
mendation, by  M.  Serke,  physician  at  Uzes,  of  caustics,  in  dilatation  of  the 
pupils  of  the  eye,  with  more  or  less  depravation  of  vision,  provided  there  is 
no  alteration  of  structure,  but  a  mere  besion  of  function.  It  is  well  known, 
4hat  such  cases  arc  tedious,  and  ofleji  intractable;  but  M.  Skrre  asserts, 
from  much  experience,  that  caustics,  particularly  the  lunar  caustic,  applied 
to  the  cornea,  operate  at  once  in  effecting  a  contraction  of  jthe  pupil,  and  that 
this  contraction  is  permanent.  This  observation,  he  says,  applies  to  those 
cases  which  are  supposed  to  depend  on  irritations  of  distant  organs,  as  from 
disorders  of  the  stomaCh,  intestinal  worms,  &c.;  even  where  such  irritations 
hav«  not  been  subdued. 

He  recommends,  for  the  advantageous  employment  of  the  lunar  caustic, 
that  it  should  be  solid,  and  nicely  pencilled:  that  it  be  ap])lied  to  the  cornea 
in  preference  to  the  sclerotica,  as  the  former  sympathizes  more  readily  with 
the  iris;  that  the  eschar  be  macle  at  the  circumference  of  the  cornea,  as  thus 
no  immediate  obstruction  is  made  to  vision,  and  as  the  effect  of  the  remedy 
is  more  prompt;  that  the  cauterizations  be  superficial,  extending  one  or 
two  lines,  and  repeated  two  or  three  times  round  the  edges  of  the  cornea; 
lliat  the  smarting  sliould  be  considera])le,  and  that  it  should  be  followed  by 
a  slight  injection  of  the  conjunctiva,  which  is  almost  a  certain  indication  of 
success;  and,  finally,  to  maintain  the  irritation  excited  by  the  caustic,  tliat 
the  vapour  of  equal  ])art8  of  the  aqux  ammoni.'x:  and  ether,  be  applied  to  the 
eye.  There  is  no  danger  from  the  caustic,  the  pain  is  tolerable,  the  inflam- 
mation trifling,  and  the  superficial  eschar  falls  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  hours, 
very  rarely  remaining  to  the  fourth  day,  and,  always  leaving  the  cornea 
transparent. 

Four  cases  are  given:  ihc  first  of  a  female  child,  art.  ten  years,  with  hemc- 
ralopia  for  two  months;  could  sec  a  little  during  the  day;  after  sun-set,  was 
quite  blind;  supposed  to  depend  on  worms.  The  ii  is  was  dilated  to  a  mere 
ring:  a  slight  ulcer  existed  at  the  edge  i»f  the  cornea  of  the  right  eyc;  which 
watt  touched  with  lunar  caustic  on  the  first  of  November,  18.0.     The  next 
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day,  the  chiM  sUtoi]  tlial  slie  nw  betler  on  the  preceding  evening;  the  ir 

wu  now  conlocted  and  seiuible  to  ligbl;  tile  kA  pupil  remaining  diUted: 
ihe  operation  wai  perfiiimctl  on  the  Itft  eyei  there  rciulled  on  inaaediaU 
amtraetiim  af  the  pvp<l,  aiid  clear  vition  thctaiiu  evcBiilg.  In  two  days  after, 
the  cornea  ihrotighuut  was  completely  transparent,  and  the  patient  per- 
fectly welt.  A  difipusiiiun  to  Fctum  wns  perceived  at  liie  end  of  ■  monib) 
the  cure  was  rendered  permunent  by  the  re-application  of  the  caimic 

'llie  aeeond  com  was  a  aoldier,  aged  forty  years,  alio  villi  hemenilopia; 
pup'ds  dilated  and  immoveable.  Tlie  cauilic  was  appUcd  llirce  tiEnes,  tuc- 
ceosively,  on  the  lOlb,  l^tli  and  I4lb  November!  at  the  lut  operation,  the 
vc^table  caiiatic  was  used.  Tlic  pupil  immediately  contracted,  and  be- 
came susceptible  to  liglit.  The  cBohan  teparaled  on  the  l^lli,  the  patient's 
viiion  being  perfect. 

In  the  third  case,  the  diiiease  existed  Diily  in  the  rl^ht  eye,  and  appeared 
two  months  after  a  hlow  on  the  orbit.  11ie  pupil  had  a  slii;ht  irrcgularily, 
wai  dilated  and  iiisen^hle  to  lighli  vision  in  Ulii  ejre  vciy  imperfect.  The 
lunarcauilic  was  applied  but  uiice.  Next  day,  pupd  was  greatly  emiiracted, 
and  eye  puinfully  uiiiccptiblc  tu  liglit  On  the  aiith  day,  iiu  mark  of  irri- 
tation, nueichir  was  susceptible;  the  patient  has  enjoyed  since  Ibal  period, 
(March,  1826.)  vision  witli  both  eyes. 

1'he  fuurlh  mit  was  an  imtlvidual  liable  to  headaches.  On  the  1  jtli  ul 
August,  1820,  the  siglit  uf  the  nght  eye  was  much  impairedi  pHpil  dilated 
and  immoveiible;  llie  upper  lid  was  alsu  paralytic,  falling;  over  llie  eye. 
The  lunur  caustic  wus  applied  to  four  points  in  the  circumference  uf  the 
cornea;  tlic  pupil  immediately  contraclcil;  the  ammoniacul  and  ethereal  va- 
pour* were  directed,  and  in  ini'ee  days  vision  was  restored,  and  the  eye-lid 
hkd  recovered  its  powers.    The  patient  remained  well. 

39.  /Vucfurc  ef  lie  Uumertu,  by  Matc^lar  Contraetion. — M.  Lisnai  and 
M.  J.  CLoat'ET,  reported  to  llie  Section  of  Surgery,  the  case  of  a  soldier,* 
whose  arm  wus  fr.-:otiired  by  niuscularcunloclion,  while  wrcslfing  with  one 
of  bii  comrades.  M.  Labhgt  Iuik  only  seen  one  simibr  case)  wblch  occurred 
in  a  female,  who,  descending  from  *  carriage,  niid  perceiving  the  steps 
were  breaking  down,  powerfuDy  grasped  one  of  the,  handles  uf  tl>e  vehi- 
cle, and  fWctured  the  humerus,  immediately  abo«c  the  instrtion  of  ihe 
deltoid  muscle. — Jlrdi.  Central.  Sep. 

40.  fMhtinmi/.— .Soma  eomporitivu  trials  have  lately  been  mnde,  al  the 
Hotel  IJieu,  by  MM.  UuFnTrnsN,  SiRSiis,  and  liaaacHKT,  on  some  ol  the 
vHrimii  miKlcsrifoperalingfur  the  stone.  Uftwenty-siK  calculous  patients, 
thebilaterJ  operation  was  performed  by  UcFurrttsB  on  iwelveclbe  bi- 
lerJ  operation,  by  UUEscatr,  on  eiglit;  and  the  reclu-vesicid  opciation,  by 
SmMiH,  on  six.  Of  ilie  twelve  Uli'litbe!)  lust  nunei  UkKseHix  lost  two 
of  the  eight;  and  Simsuh  one  of  the  liic. — Juiir.  Uniocr.  Julg. 

41.  New  Mode  uf  Dremng  Ulcers. — In  the  Journ.  Ginirtl,  for  August, 
ii  published  a  paper,  rcail  before  the  Hoyal  Academy  of  Hediclne,  by  M- 
HiviiLLE  PjaiBBT;  In  which  tbe  author  recommends  thin  sheets  uf  lead  ai 
a  dressing  for  ulcci's.  "  The  advantages  which  this  method  possesses,  ap- 
pear inconlcstible;  being  fully  tested  by  an  experience  of-several  years. 
Simjilicity,  quickneu  in  applying  the  dressing,  cleanliness,  the  rapid  for- 
mation (H  a  cicatrix,  solid  and  nevtr  injured  by  accidental  tearing,  mi 
common  under  urtUiiarydrcsiBngs,  the  intervals  of  dressing  being  pmlongcd 
without  inconvenience,  the  cumpkic  ubauduument  of  all  oily  subiilaHcea 
during  Ihe  formation  of  the  cicatrix,  the  certainty  of  avoiding  une  cause 

"  hospital  gangrene,  and  ccunumy.  so  iinpuiijuit  in  aniiies,  tic  ,  arc  some 
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of  the  results  of  thts  n€W  method."  To  which  may  b^  •tldecl,  the  effect 
of  mmlcrate  and  uniform  compression,  by  increasing,  in  some  slight  dq^ree, 
the  thickness  of  the  leaves  or  sheets  ol*  lead.  If.  pAmisxT  recommends 
this  practice  in  all  bealiiig  ulcers;  in  largo  superficial  ulcers  from  bums 
it  is  very  valusble;  as  also  in  the  irritable  ulcers  from  blisters,  especially 
when  ft«quent  dressing  is  painful  and  injurious,  in  those  often  seen  on  .the 
neck,  and  the  tibia,  ancles,  tendo  achillis,  &c.,  yi  ulcers  from  erysipelas, 
and  in  those  bad  sores  often  observed  in  (edematous  limbs,  &c  flic.  The 
cleanliness  of  this  practice,  compared  with  that  embracing  the  use  of  lint, 
ointments,  Sec.  is  sufficient  to  recommend  its  adoption,  particularly  in  hos- 
pital practice,  even  if  its  other  reputed  advantages  should  be  found  to  be 
overrated. 

42.  Excrthn  of  a  Portion  of  the  numem9,-^\n  the  Arch.  G£nteles  for 
August,  is  detailed  the  case  of  a  child,  three  years  old,  long  the  subject  of 
rickets,  and  which,  in  Januaxy  1827,  had  a  **  cold  abscess'*  nea^  the  hes4 
of  the  left  OS  humeri.  The  id>Bcess  was  opened,  (Feb.  14th,)  part  hf  the 
bone  was  (bund  necrosed,  and,  protruding  through  the  wound,  coukl  not 
be  reduced.  This  portion  was  part  of  the  body  of  the  humerus,  sepant^dl 
from  its  superior  epiphysis.  On  the  8th  of  March,  it  was  remoVed  by 
means  of  a  saw.  From  the  restlessness  of  the  child,  the  end  of  the  bone 
protruded  a  second  time,  and  was  with  difficulty  reduced,  and  on  a  third 
recurrence  of  the  accident,  the  siugeon,  II.  Poxxsrai^  sawed  off  another 
portion  of  the  bone,  'about  one  inch  in  length.  The  recovery,  although 
retarded  by  a  small  exfoliation,  was  completed  by  the  end  of  April,  so 
that  all  the  motions  of  the  arm  an  preurvedi  tlie  child  can  raise  its  arm  to 
the  head,  and  move  it  in  every  direction,  as  if  the  humerus  had  not  been 
diseased.    A  slight  shortening  has  ensued. 

43.  Rapiure  of  the  Bladder, — M.  Cioa,uiT  reported  to  the  Itoyal  Acade- 
my of  Mc^cine,  the  case  of  a  man,  who,  in  wrestling,  received  a  blow  from 
the  knee  of  his  anta^nist,  immediately  above  the  pubis.  Severe  pain  en- 
sued, with  suppression  of  urine;  the  catheter  brouglit  away  only  a  little 
bloody  fluid.  l*he  patient  survived  to  tlie"9th  day,  with  all  the  symptoms 
of  intense  peritonitis.  Dissection  revealed  a  fissure  at  the  fundus  of  the 
bluildcr,  and  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum  inflamed  and  filled  with  urine.-^ 
Jirch,  Gtn,  Juty, 

44.  Empyema. with  Pneumu-Thorar, — In  the  October  number  of  the 
Etlinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Dr.  Dcxcav,  jr.  has  reported  a 
series  of  cases  and  dissection*,  illustrative  of  the  nature  and  consequences 
of  emp}'ema.  Wc  have  not  room  for  an  analysis  of  this  paper,  which 
evinces' great  attention  to  the  various  and  obscure  diagnostic  marks  of  this 
aHcction,  and  tiie  value,  approaching  to  certainty,  of  auscultation  and  tlie 
fttetiioscope,  in  detecting  the  effusion  of  pus,  air,  &o.  Some  of  these  pa- 
tients recovered  by  the  operation  of  paracentesis  thoracis;  in  some,  dissec- 
tion revealed  great  disease  of  the  lungs,  with  the  inflammatory  affection  of 
the  pleura;  in  others,  there  were  fistulous  communications  between  the 
bronchia  and  pleura,  by  which  ur  with  pus,  &c  was  eflTused;  while  in 
many,  the  pleura  seemed  alone  diseased;  this  membrane  being  covered 
with  a  thick  layer  of  coagulable  lymph,  whicli  lymph  seemed  to  bind  down 
the  C4intracted  lung,  so  as  to  prevent  any  subsequent  diUitation.  This 
lymph.  Dr.  D.  believes,  becomes  organized,  and  secretes  the  purulent  fluid, 
fur  this  membrane  completely  covers  the  whole  pleura.  It  appears  also 
capable  of  ulceration.  These  remarks  we  believe  correct,  for  we  have, 
for  some  time  pnit,  doubtcil  whether  serous  membranes  ever  secrete  pus. 
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45.  Dangtrmu  ihemoTrhagt  from  Farieose  Fciru. — In  the  Journ.  General 
fat  AuguflC  M.  GswDKiiv  luui  exempfilledy  by  the  detail  of  some  intemting- 
CMMSy  the  danger  which  occMOiudly  tesuhs  from  the  niptitre  of  Taricose 
must  the  hginunbige  being  often  more  profuse  thtn  other  venous  dis- 
chafges,  and  sometimes-  proving  fttaL  This  peculiarity  he  accounts  for, 
1^  observing,  that  the  "blood,  owiii^  to  the  ^stenoon  of  the  vessel,  and 
tiie  consequent  inefficacj^of  tbe>arre%  flows  readily  from  the  upper  por- 
tlofts  of  tlie  veint  and  hence  from  the  iliac  v'ein^  vena  cava,  &c.  Hence, 
he  recommends  such  hxmoirhagestp  be  treated,  like  arterial  bleedings,  by 
the  tourniquet  above  the  mptuved'  part  -of  thevcssd,  and  afterwards  by 
regular  compression. 

46.  JhUpuiaikm  of  the  Nkk  of  the  Ufenu. — K.  LispaAirc  has  performed 
tUs  operation  on  twenty-two  fcmalesi  two  of  these -have  died)  two  are  now 
oonvalescent  Of  the  tw6  fatal  cases»  one  individual  had  a  return  of  the 
eoMpkint  at  the  expiiation  of  three  moMhsi  the  other  <fied  twenty  days 
eller  the  operation:  latent  cancers^  not  deteibted  during.  Tile,  were  found 
on  the  vertebral  column  and  in  the  ovaries.  *  Hsnce  It  appears,  that 
eighteen  individuals  have  been  benefited  by  tbe  operation^  and  two  years 
have  already  ehipsed  sinoe  several  oi  them  sobmitted  to  the  excision — 
Jcmm.  Qin^rtdt  JSujguat. 

47.  ChitthSunoma  of  the  Lower  Jaw. — From  the  Medico-Chimrgical 
Beview,  Uat  October,  we  learn  that  a  man  aged  sixty-one  years,  was  brought 
intb  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  July  4tb,  with  an  osteo-sarcomatous  tumour, 
involving  the  Alveolar  protesses  and  part  of  the  bite  oTthe  lower  jaw, 
ftom  the  incisor  teeth  to  the  first  molar  tooth.  It  consisted' oft  wo  portions: 
one,  occupying  the  situation  of  tlie  ^m^  Was  a  red,  vascuhu'  excrescence, 
ioflbh'anu  moveable;  the  other,  resting  firmly  on  the  bone,  and  identified 
wHfa  it,  was  white  and  cartilaginous.  The  teeth  were  quite  loose.  Mr. 
LiwaEacE  advised  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  lower  jaw  with  the 
tumour,  to  which  the  patient  would  not  assent  Mr.  L.  then,  on  the  lotii 
of  July,  having  extracted  the  loose  teeth,  completely  dissected  away  the 
vascular  excrescence  and  its  cartilaginous  base,  leaving  a  semicircular  gap 
in  the  bone,  extending  nearly  to  its  basis.  The  substance  of  the  bone  had 
been  converted  into  a  tumour,  of  a  cartilaginous  consistence,  witli  numerous 
small  bony  spiculz  projecting  into  it. 

July  19lh.    No  bad  symptoms;  wound  has  a  healthy  character/ 
August  10th,    The  wound  has  healed,  and  the  parts  lately  occupied  by 
the  tumour  were  perfectly  healtliy. 

■  It  will  be  interesting  to  know  the  sequel  of  this  case;  and  to  determine, 
if  possible,  how  far  a  similar  operation  could  be  isubstituted  for  the  horrible 
resource  fk  amputation  of  the  jaw,  now  so  frequently  resorted  to. 

48.  Strictures  of  the  Bcciurn. — Mr.  C.  6ell,  in  his  late  lectures  at  ilio 
College  of  Surgeons,  (Lancet,  Nos.  205 — 6.)  hto  divided  strictures  of  llu- 
rectum  into  ^bwr  vtirlttles,  The^rsi,  is  the  contraction  of  the  inlegumcnis 
around  the  anus,  similar  to  that  observed  around  the  mouth.  The  inlepfu- 
ments  lose  their  elasticity,  become  firm,  and  so  thickened,  that  a  i)rolH- 
can  hardly  be  inti*(Kluced  without  great  suflfering.  In  this  variety  only,  i^ 
the  knife  to  be  employed.  Tlie  second  variety  is  consequent  on  pilos. 
Distension  of  the  hemorrhoidal  vessels  produces  inflanunation,  followed  by 
cffusiou  of  lymph,  loss  of  elu^ticity,  and  contraction.  Tiie  third  species,  is 
a  scirrhus,  taking;  place  at  tlie  margin  of  the  inner  sphincter,  and  occasioned 
by  liabitual  constipation,  where  a  fold  of  the  gut  is  forced  through  the 
sphincter  by  great  straining.     'I'he  fourth  kind,  is  a  cancerous  disease,  often 


c<infbunileit  with  the  Ihinl  Tsriety,  beginning  in  the  gtandultr  teituM  of 
the  part,  Rnd  rciemblei  the  scirrhous  contrMtion  of  the  pharynx.  It  it 
aggrkvBted  by  injudicious  interference.  Obitruction  to  the  fsce*  luy  alio 
aiiae  from  "  a  bagginess  within  the  Tectum,"  and  also  by  ft  Middaii  tunu^ 
or  twitting  of  the  rectum,  cauaed  by  conitipation  or  (tTainlng. 

Ur.  Bikt  adriaet  regulation  of  the  bowela,  ao  that  one  copioui  evftcua- 
tioD  be  daily  procured,  etnecially  by  ghatera:  a  linseed  enema  at  nigtit  <i 
useful,  and,  in  soniecaBes,bou^es<buttheie  require  ^at  tare,  aa  they  arn 


49.  Fecaliar  DUttm  of  the  Lmoer  Jinu.— In  July  last.  Dr.  CniMDSBH. 
proprietor  of  the  celebrated  rtmedy  for  intcmpemnce,  died  in  New-York. 
His  diieMe  maa  a  peculiar  affection  of  the  lower  jaw,  on  the  right  side, 
causing  inunse  pain,  delirium,  and,  cTcntunlly,  denthi  with  little  or 
no  fever,  swellinjr,  soreness,  or  other  inflammatory  symploms.  On  a  pmt 
mortem  examination,  the  lower  jsw  on  the  rig-lit  side  was  found  de.id,  und 
deiitidcJ  of  its  periosteum,  from  the  root  of  the  coronoiJ  process  to  the 
posterior  bicuspid  tooth.  There  were  some  purulent  effusions,  mil  the  ad- 
jacent parts  were  greatly  diseaecd,  particularly  the  maascter  muscle.  1'ho 
fluids  were  »o  acrid,  as  to  act  on  the  instrumenla  like  an  acid.  Tlie  recoid 
of  this  case,  is  made  by  Dr.  Jonn  ArnuxTrHK  SniTn,  ProfeB^Dr  of  Anato- 
my in  Ibe  Unif  eraity  of  the  Slate  of  New- York. —it^fu  Ya-kMed.  and  Pkys. 
Jturti.  No.  23. 

50.  UrtUm-totM. — IntheOctubi'rNii.fifthL-I^ondon  Hed.nndFhys.  Jour, 
is  tt  communication  from  a  Mr.  Stallbnl,  i/nfei/^up.  13,  lB3r,  recommend- 
ing a  stilctte  with  a  lancet  paini,  nntl  concealed  in  a  catheter,  for  tlie 
division  of  old  strictures — ■  practice  instituted  some  thirty  years  since  in 
this  city,  bv  Dr.  Patitcjc,  and  wliich  has  long  been  acted  on  here,  and  in 
France  and  Germany,  under  various  moililicstiDna.  I'hc  great  objection 
is  the  danger  of  making  n  fiiUc  paasa^,  especially  in  the  hnnda  of  the 
inexperienced:  to  obviate  this  objection,  a  very  lugenioiia  contrivance 
has  hecn  su^'gestcd  by  a  stud-riil  of  medicine  in  tins  city,  Mr.  Cuaw;  a 
■Irawing  and  description  of  whii:lt  we  hope  to  present  in  uiir  next  number. 

51.  Mora. — In  the  same  number  of  the  l.ondon  Jour.  Mr.  Botli  re- 
curds  three  cases  of  disease  treated  with  the  moxa.  The  first  was  a 
peculiar  alfcctionof  the  leg,  (apparently  a  neuralgia,)  of  two  years' stand- 
ing, which  had  resisted  every  varictyof  treatment,  internal  and  external, 
including  blisters,  caustics,  and  incisions.  It  was  succeasfully  msnaged 
by  two  appUcaliuns  of  the  moxa;  the  first  affording  immediate  relief  to 
the  severe  pain,  &c. 

The  3nd  awl  jd  cases  were  contracted  knee  jmnts,  one  of  five  years', 
the  other  of  aiitecn  years'  duration.  They  were  successfully  treated 
will)  the  moxa,  aaustcd,  however,  by  mechanical  contrivance!,  for  tb« 
gradual  extension  of  the  limbs, 

53.  Puntlure  of  the  Bladder  oAnre  the  Pufi't.— (Medlco-Chitun^.  Se*. 
Oct.)  J.  Dainton,  zt.  48,  was  admitted  into  Bartholomew's  Hoapital, 
June  21,  not  having  passed  any  urine  since  the  17lh  inst.  in  colMquenca 
of  a  stiictured  urethra.  He  was  copiously  bled  and  purged,  and  fre- 
(jnently  put  into  a  warm  bath,  with  partial  advantage,  small  portions  of 
urine  passing  per  urcthram.  Sjmptomsof  distension  of  ihc  liladder,  with 
pain  and  uneasiness,  however,  increasing,  and  the  viscus  afparndg 
extending  above  the  umbilicus,  Mr.  Liiratitit  punctured  it  wittt  m 
Vol  v.— Nu.  9,  Jahu*»»,  1C28,  30 
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uvcar.  Onlyapint  of  hiHi-cohMirett  iinneeiciiicd^  >  catheter  wai  inlni- 
•luceil  (bmueh  dte  wounH:  greal  relief  wu  afiiinied:  bhoII  ([uanlitleii  uf 
urine  were  ducharged  thmush  the  urethra,  >nd  none  iliruugfa  tht  catbe' 
ler,  whieh  ww  tberefore  wiliidrwn  on  the  33th.  On  the  3Gtli,  the  blad- 
der «u  Bgwn  punctured  above  the  pubis;  no  urmt /oUraeiL  on  the  37tb, 
a  small  stream  of  urine  catne  per  urelhram;  after  which  the  palieni  con- 
tinued to  improve  under  the  antiphlogistic  treatment.  July  16,  le£t  the 
biwpital:  itricture  in  urethra  reoiaimng^, 

lied.  Reims,  a  case  of  cmi  .  _ 

.  „.  «of" 

.  jr  8  months,  from  repeated  pulnionar]'  atTections.  The  difficulty  of 
bmtbiBf^,  evidence  of  the  cft'uslon,  appeared  to  be  mistaken  by  the 
■ur^on  as  indicMive  of  inflammatory  con^f  stion;  as  he  speaks  of  bleeding 
being  indispeniiable  vhcn  Ihe  pstient  had  no  fever,  when  the  pulse  was 
quick  and  undulating,  and  the  system  in  >.  Icuco-phlcgmatic  condition. 
A  punful  elevation  under  the  Icfl  mamma  appeared  before  death,  in 
which  fluctuation  »*aa  perceptible:  "  u  loxci^  bhi*  intniltitcd,  bul  iio  maltrr 
ctcafed.".'.' 

Diiitctien  manifested  that  the  pleura  contained  twentj.scven  pints  of 
(otid  cream-like  pus,  besides  several  pounds,  that  had  accidentally  escaped 
during'  the  examination.  The  heart  was  comptctely. pushed  into  the  right 
uile  of  the  chesti  no  part  of  it  being  on  the  left  of  the  median  Unci  Sie 
diaphragm  on  the  left  side  formed  a  projcctiog  tumour  in  the  abdomen, 
pusliing  the  stomach  and  liver  as  low  as  the  umbilicus.  The  lung  ap- 
peared to  be  nearly  destroyed:  tlicre  was  merely  a  condensed  substance 
A  its  root,  where  the  branching  off  of  the  pulmonary  artery  took  place. 
It  was  evident,  that  the  tumour  under  the  mamma  resiilled  from  the 
purulent  effusion  in  the  thorax,  as  an  instrument  passed  into  the  opening 
made  before  death,  gave  vent  to  a  large  quantity  of  matter.  The  case 
occurred  at  a  military  hospital. 

We  condense  the  record  given,  to  show  what  derangements  vital  organs 
will  occasionally  tolerate  alniost  with  impunity i  what  imperiection  attend- 
ed the  diagnosis,  and  of  course,  how  improper  the  treatment,  Irom  mere 
inattention  to,  or  ignorance  of  the  common  signs  of  empyema,  but  espe- 
cially, of  the  proper  use  of  the  stethoscope,  by  which  the  disease  might  liave 
been  timely  detected,  and  paracentesis  thomds  resorted  to  with  a  pros- 
pect of  success.    Vide  former  No«.  of  this  Journal,  article  Empyema. 

3*.  PlikbUiij~-ln  tlie  Oct.  No.  of  the  Medic  o-Chirurg.  Rev.  arc  recorded 
three  cases  of  inflammation  of  veins,  consequent  on  venesection,  in  which 
suppuration  from  the  internal  lining  membrane  ensued:  pus  was  also  foiuid 
in  the  cellular  tissue  surrounding  the  vcssals.  In  one,  the  basilic  vein, 
Ihnn  the  elbow  to  the  axilla,  was  found  filled  with  puS:  the  axillary  vein 
was  occupied  by  a-coagulum,  not  adhering  very  intimately  to  the  coats: 
the  iDtccnal  surface  of  the  basilic  vein  whs  thickened,  and  had  a  rougli 
appearance.  In  the  other  two,  portionsof  the  vein  were  obliterated,  and 
abscesses  were  formed  in  other  parts:  death  in  all  seemed  to  be  induced 
by  the  severe  inflammatory  fever,  and  by  inflammalionsof  inter**l*'^t^'is 
membraqe*  succeeding  the  inflammation  of  llie  vein.  Dr.  Pbisice's 
practice  of  employing  blisters,  which  in  this  country  has  been  very 
bencflcia],  was  not  lutopted  by  the  surgeon.  It  is  recommended,  however, 
hjlhert -■ 
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TCBlad  by  n  (pwnodic  or  vrtal  contTsction  of  the  can*),  &c.  the  point  of 
the  instrument  ahonld  be  presaetl  moderalely,  but  stodily,  on  the  ittie- 
tured  partion.  In  this  way  the  centTaction  often  yieUa,  and  the  initnt- 
ment  will  penetrate  to  the  bUdder.  Thiapi«ctice,terniedby  DnmrrMB* 
jBlaiaiion  tdiaie,  oa  diatin^Ubod  from  mere  meebaiuoal  distenMon,  hu 
been  lon^  practiaed  In  this  country  with  marked  advantage  From  the 
May  No.  of  the  Ephemerides  Hed.  de  MontpeUier,  we  team,  that  in 
nmlkr  cases,  professor  L-kt-Lvamn  haa  obtained  a  succesa  u  astoniahinK 
aa  favourable,  by  puabing  down  on  the  stricture  a  paste  composed  of  tlte 
acetate  of  morphine,  (hiJf  a  gnin  to  one  grain,). incoqiorated  with  fat. 
It  is  applied  by  mearw  of  a  caiiula,  the  paste  being  forced  dawn  upoo 
'*"    ~  '  '    «  t>y  mean*  of  a  atilette  acting  ai  a  piaton. 


VH.  MTOWIFBRY. 

56.  lite  Caxtrian  Optratimt,  tatteufully  perfarmei  tviu  an  tht  umc  Jh- 
Jiiiidaal, — A  female,  aged  thirty-aii  yeara,  after  the  birth  of  her  siiUh  child, 
•ufiered  trom  a  diteaae  of  her  bones,  lo  that  the  two  ischia  were  leparated 
only  the  width  of  two  Bngert.  Becoming  pregnant,  the  cxaarian  operation 
wai  performed;  t}ie  ciiikl  was  pem')»ed  in  :i  .  ■  i.  ■■ikiii  re- 

vived. The  milt  licr  recovered  after  some  J  m..' ■  ■■■-  ir!  ;,;,ri  in  ry  symp- 
tom. The  locliiiL-  appeared  per  vaginam.  "Nutwithstaiidinfr  ihe  iiijanc- 
tioiMof  Ur,  SciEF  M.,  (heraurgeon,)  tui»  female  became  pregnant  the  eighth 
time, in  Oeceniliii-,  mji,  and  a  accond  cicaariin  operation  wxi  performed 
with  the  lame  bi'c.;!*,"— ArA.  Gi!airala,Jlag.  from  Subold's  Jvur.,  1836. 

67.  Fbmilin^  in  PrcgtuoKy. — H.  Duci,  fi^m  many  Ibcts,  is  induced  la 
believe,  that  tli^  utistinate  Tomiling  which  oRcn  continues  heyond  the  op- 
ilinaiy  period  in  |>ri.')^' nancy,  indicates  actual  inflammation  in  tile  uterus,  and 
in  the  membrknn  dccidua.  Tliese  protracted  vomitings  ihoiild  therefore 
be  attacked  by  decided  antiphlogistic  remedies,  directnlta  thciilenifl,  ami 
not  to  Uie  atomach,  which  is  only  sym pathetically  disturbed.  There  is  no 
danger  of  thus  exciting  an  abertioa. — Jintm.  Uitifir.,Jug. 

58,  Hi/ilerotomg  per  Vagimm. — In  the  AnaaS  Uidv.  di  Meil.  Mitaiu, 
Sept.,  1827,  Dr.  Souai,  rtlalea  the  case  of  a  female,  xL  a]irty.eight,  of 
a  good  constitution,  seii^ed  with  labour  pains,  at  the  full  period  of  utero- 
gestation,  on  the  2nd  day  of  May,  1835.  On  examination,  no  trace  oTthe 
o«  uteri  could  be  discovered;  it  was  completely  thHtenaeit.  Careful  and 
repeated  observation  conlirmed  tliis  idea,  ami  proved,  that  no  obliquity  of 
the  ulenis  existed,  and  that  the  head  of  the  fstus  could  not  be  felt  above 
the auperor strait.  The  patient  wasseen  by  Dr«.ItiLLtRiii,ViLT.Aiii,UBi>To- 
loBi,  Fn art/oar,  and  Ottobh  and  all  recommended  tlie  iectim  of  the  utt- 
ruB  from  the  vagina,  in  preference  to  the  usual  cicsariaD  operation.  (Castro- 
liyslerotomy.)  Tlie  opeiatioo  was  performed  on  the  4lh  of  Ma^,  at  3  P. 
M.,  by  auccessive  careful  incisions  with  a  bistoury,  from  the  vagma,  ao  as 
tu  open  tile  cavity  of  tlie  membmnes  without  injuring  tiie  in&nt.  Thi* 
l>ctng  accomplish ci),  and  the  head  of  the  firtua  being  forced  dcnhi  t>y  the 
pains,  the  case  was  left  to  nature.  .The  paina  not  being  sufficiently  pow- 
erful, the  child  was  delivered  artiflcially,  on  the  morning  of  the  5Ui.  It 
was  dead.  Tlie  mother  recovered.  I'he  artificial  opening,  which  at  fint 
waii  rjllier  on  the  riflil  aide,  was  found,  tliirly  days  after  delivery,  nearly 
in  Uic  aiis  of  the  c^Jx  uteri.— Aura,  dc*  i'rogr^s.   Vai.  Sth. 
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t,  Fremultirc  iiitAouf-^In  Vol.  Ul.  p.  408,  of  ttiM  Jounul,  is  reported 

M  of  lubour  artificially  excited,  and  terminxtlng  IkKnirably  fiir  mothec 

id  ChiU.  tt  occurred  in  the  liospital  at  Pavi*,  under  the  care  of  Prafes- 
■or  DoHaiorAHni.  Prom  the  Ephemcndcsde  Hontpetlier,  for  Sept.,  1837, 
we  leim,  that  another  case  hu  occurrett  at  the  same  hospital,  of  a  rickeRy 
female,  aged  thirty-five  years,  lupposcd  to  be  seren  montlis  advanced  in 
pregnancy:  the  antcro-posterior  diameter  of  the  pelvis  bein^  reduced  to 
two  and  a  half  iiicliei.  An  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  to  induce  labour 
by  the  eihihition  of  ergoti  the  membnnee  were  then  puoctuicd  witli  a 
trocar.  In  tventy-four  hours  labour  jiiunt  commenced/ and  in  fuurtecn 
hours,  Ibe  labour  wm  completed;  the  infant  was  very  feeble,  only  aix 
mouths,  not  seven  as  wis  believed,  and  died  two  hours  after  its  birth.  Its 
len^h  was  fourteen  incheit  weight  three  puunds  nnd  six  otincesj  the  occi- 
pito-frontal  dlnmeler  was  three  inches  i  the  transverse,  or  parietal  diameter, 
two  inches  and  one  line.  The  mother  had  some  Bymptomn  uf  inSamma- 
tioii  of  the  uterus,  hut  recovered  so  mpidly,  tliiit  in  fifteen  days  she  left  the 
hospital  perfectly  well. — jlrmali  Univ.,  Mat/,  1827. 

60.  Coioriait  OMro/ion.— Tlie  Germans  resort  In  this  opcr»tion  much 
more  frequently  llian  other  nations,  nnd,  judging  from  the  reports  which 
reach  us,  with  great  success.  In  the  September  number  of  the  Bulletin 
Univer.,  we  have  two  other  cases  reported  as  having  been  performed  with 
Bafely  to  mother  and  inlbni.  One  by  Dr.  I^htz,  on  a  female,  aged  thirty- 
one  yearii  the  sacro-puhie  diameter  of  whose  pelvis,  was  but  two  inches 
and  nine  lines.  The  operation  was  performed  two  da^s  after  the  com- 
mencement of  labour  painsj  theitrcngtii  of  tlie  mother  bcmg  still  very  good. 
7'he  success  was  comjilete. 

The  second  operation  wis  performed  by  the  celebrated  surgeon,  Pro- 
feasor  Gnisn,  The  mother  was  a  rachitic  female,  aged  thirty  years;  all 
the  diameters  of  the  superior  stmit  were  imnalurat,  the  sacro-pubic  wna  re- 
duced to  two  inches  and  three  lines.  The  operation  wus  performed  after 
the  utenne  contractions  had  existed  fifty  hours;  and  lasted  but  three  minutes 
and  a  half.    The  mother  left  the  hospital  well,  in  two  months. 

Professor  Gaijcri  thinks  he  has  diminished  the  dangers  of  this  oper^ 
tjon  by  his  manner  of  Ireatmenti  of  which  we  give  the  following  summary. 
The  operation  should  be  performed,  irpassiblc.at  the  full  period  of  utero- 
gestation,  an4  at  the  time  labour  has  commencedj  tlie  incision  should  be 
made  through  the  linea  alba,  below  the  umbilicus,  and  should  extend  five 
incliea;  tlie  incision  into  the  uterus  should  be  four  inches  and  six  lines  in 
length.  To  prevent  the  escape  of  the  intestines  through  the  first  or  external 
wound.  Dr.  G.  advises  the  employment  of  large  pieces  of  eponge  prepar- 
ed with  wa«,  each  being  one  foot  long,  six  inches  broad,  and  nearly  three 
inches  in  thickness.  Tlirce  sucb  pieces  are  necessary  for  one  operation. 
They  should  be  applied  to  the  abdomen,  so  as  tu  leave  for  the  incision,  a 
•pace  eight  inches  long,  by  three  or  four  wide,  and  are  to  be  retained  by 
two  or  three  assistants,  who  should  make  moderate  pressure  with  the  liundi 
care  being  previously  taken,  that  every  portion  ofintesline  has  been  removed 
from  the  place  reserved  forthe  incisions.  Pressure  on  the  sponges  will  then 
keep  the  bowels  at  adistancc,  and  prevent  their  escape.  If  the  pbuenta  bo 
not  completely  deinched,  it  should  be  removed  by  the  Eurgeoih  in  prefer- 
ence to  Its  remaining  in  the  uterus.  The  edges  of  the  wound  in  the  abdo- 
men, should  be  kept  in'conlact  by  sutures  made  with  very  soft  ribands, 
eighteen  lines  in  width,  and  with  flat  needles  with  two  cutting  edges. 
Three  sutures,  tluii  effected,  are  as  advantageous,  as  six  others  with  a  »m- 
plc  thread.  Furtlier  to  seaure  the  lipi  of  the  wound,  fojir  or  live  adhesive 
straps  are  necessary^  each  one  being  eighteen  lines  in  breajlti,  nnd  long 
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enough  to  pSSboHceund  a  half  round  the  abdomen {  the  middle  fo%ng  ap- 
plied to  the  bftek»afid  the  extremities  crosaing  in  front,  above,  li^(|||^  and 
between  thesaturai*  Alter  the  operation,  the  mother  demands  J9e^  and 
sedatives,  as  laurel  water,  the  extract  of  henbane,  or  the  infusion  ofoeUa- 
donna,  to  be  administered  as  enenata.  When  inflammation  ensues,  the  loss 
of  blood  is  the  best  remedy;  salts  and  ealomel  do  not  answer.  Jf  oenrous 
sjrmptoros  arise,  opium,  with  the  ethers,  in  small  and  repeated  doses,  are  use- 
ful, while  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  lochial  discharge  and  Uie  mammaiy 
secretion.  In  the  management  of  th6  wound,  the  sutures  and  the  kind  of 
suppuration  demand  attention,  especially  at  the  iafenor.  portion  of  tli^ 
wound.    The  adhesive  plasters  ought  to  be  contintied  for  a  long  time. 


VIII.  CHEiaSTRY  AND  PHARMACY. 

61.  Continuation  of  Dr.  Wbehla^*  Experfmenis  on  the  Pauagt  of  Sulh 
atOTices  into  the  Urine. 

Oroahic  CoLouaiso  IfATTias.  Indigo.-^MhL  TuuDaKAaar jtnd  Gtaunr 
found  the  urine  ting^  of  a  gpreenish-blue,  in  a  horse  that  bad  takea,  three 
hours  before,  a  poiuid  of  the  solution  of  indigo,  in  sulpfauiie  add,  neutral- 
ized by  potassa. 

Mtibarb.'^lt  has  been  long  known,  that  the  internal  exhibition  of  rhu- 
barb g^ves  a  yellow  tinge  to  the  urinei  and  that,  in  this  state,,  it  becoaifla 
red  by  the  addition  of  potassa.  TixDXMAKir  and  Gjtxuir.  observed  tfaia  iki 
a  horse,  that  had  swallowed  six  ounces  of  the  tincture  of  ckubarb.  .  Hson 
remarked  the  passage  of  rhubarb  into  the  urine  in  the  s|»aeeef  seiveateen 
minutes.  Wsstbumb  detected  rhubarb  in  his  own  unne,  at  the  end  of 
ten  minutes  after  it  was  swallowed.  According  to  BaiotvaB  Syvabt,  the 
urine  is  slightly  reddened  by  potassa,  aiter  a  general  bath  of  the  incision  of 
rhubarb. 

Beets. — According  to  Baxkhavsev  and  Gaviriiuzsxa,  thia  root  commu- 
nicates a  red  colour  to  the  urine. 

Boot  of  the  Great  Cekmdine. — This  root  renders  the  unne  much  more 
yellow  than  natural. 

Damson  Plum, — A  case  ts  recorded  of  a  female,  whose  urine  was  always 
as  black  as  ink,  after  eating  this  fruit. 

Gamboge, — A  tincture,  made  from  an  ounce  of  this  gfum,.  increased  con- 
siderably the  yellow  colour  of  the  urine  in  a  horse. 

Madder,— 'The  continued  use  of  this  substance  tinges  the  urine  of  a  red 
colour.  The  same  result  takes  place,  when  it  is  applied  to  the  skin^  in  the 
form  of  a  bath.  Its  presence  in  the  secretion  is  easdy  detected  by  the  ad- 
dition of  potassa. 

OaoAvic  OooRouB  Matters.  0(7  of  Turpentine.'^'So  fiict  is  better  de- 
termined, than  that  the  internal  and  external  use  of  this  oil,  as  well  as  the 
inhalation  of  its  vapour,  very  quickly  communicates  a  violet  odour  to  the 
urine.  The  peculiar  character  of  the  odour  is  not  explained;  for,  on  mixing 
oil  of  turpentine  with  ordinary  urine,  the  violet  smell  is  not  developed. 
JunipiiiWrries  communicate  a  similar  odour  to  the  urine. 

pSMms-- 


Castor. — According  to  Joair,  the  urine  of  persons,  employing 
valerian,  acquires  the  odour  of  myrrh;  according  to  Dr.  Wouleb,  a  smell, 
sui  generis,  difficult  to  describe.  Castor  also  communicates  the  mytrh 
odour. 

yiola  Tricolor. — The  infusion  of  this  plant  is  esteemed,  by  the  continental 
])bybicians,  to  be  very  useful  as  a  remedy  in  crusta  lactca  of  infaiit:>.    It 
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peculinr  ocloiir  to  the  urinr,  whicb  has  been  campared  ii 


:  PstariFLK.  ^garicut  JUaiCariaM. — Dr.  WcbblkM  Itonceivei, 
rcodc  principle,  canUtnctI  in  the  agsricus  miucartoK^  Kimts- 
cliatka,  must  be  cbaicil  amongst  the  subEtances,  which  find  theb  way  into 
liw  urine.  The  Knntichitdalei  ami  Korccks,  prepare,  from  UiU  tgaric,  a 
kind  of  intoijcaling  ilHnIc  But  what  is  very  reraarkable  is,  diat  the  urine 
of  tlioic  who  are  iotoxicaled  by  it,  acquires,  and  preserves  for  a  longtime,  a 
narcotic  property,  which  b  CTeti  stronger  than  lh»t  of  the  primitive  pre- 
paration. The  people,  accordingly,  prescrre  their  urine  after  eating  the 
agaric,  for  the  puqiose  of  being  used  as  an  intoucating  drink, 

AmiLU.  SuBSTiTfcu.  Albumen. — Thil  subitajicc  ii  found  very  ficquently 
in  the  urine  of  dropsical  patients.  Tbc  therapeutical  dcductioos  to  be 
drawn  from  its  prwenoe,  have  been  carefully  studied  by  Dr.  Ulicrall  ami 
Dr.  PBooTi  to  whose  works  we  ntfer  the  reader,  or  to  a  review  of  the  work 
of  the  latter,  contained  in  VoL  ii.  p.  125.  of  this  Journal. 

Ciudn. — Cbitiliiti  reports  the  case  of  a  Creole,  who  voided  a  Uctes- 
ccnt  urine,  tlie  appL-nrance  being  derived  from  the  presence  of  casein. 

Chi/le. — Fu*. — Bloit. — Biie. — tt  U  well  known,  that  ail  these  substances 
ar«  occasioniUly  found  in  the  urine. 

Hattebs  WHoaa  pissana  ihto  tbk  Dkisa  is  eoKsmanED  Donn-miL. 
Carbonic  Jdd.—HlU.  VoacL  and  pnoDT  Were  the  First  tu  announce,  that 
caibonicacid  was  a  constituent  in  urine.  This  acid  appears  to  exist  in  it,  in 
the  same  proportion  as  in  bloud.  We  have  frequent  exunples  on  record,  of 
tlrines  which  contained  an  excess  of  carbonic  acid,  after  the  use  of  Seltiicr 
water.  Tliesamefact  has  been  observed  by  llHA!iDK,wha  obtained,  by  means 
of  the  air  puoip,  from  urine  voided  an  hour  after  tlie  ingestion  of  carbonic 
acid  water,  a  large  quantity  of  tliis  acid.  Dr.  Uahcet,  however,  £iilEd  in 
this  experiment,  and  tliinlcs  that  the  passage  of  carbonic  acid  into  the  urine 
is  not  probable.  Ur.  Wkiileb  has  niadc  some  experiments  on  hlmselt; 
with  a  view  to  determine  this  point.  After  drinkinj;  plentifully  of  carbonic 
acid  water,  he  was  not  able  lo  detect  any  redundancy  of  tliis  aciti  in  his 
urine.  He  is,  therefore,  disposed  to  admit,  witli  Hincsx,  that  carbonic  acid, 
introduced  into  the  animal  economy,  docs  not  enter  the  urine;  that  this 
secretion  never  cuntaiiis  a  greater  amount  of  the  acid  in  question,  than  the 
btood  itself;  and  tlint  all  excess  of  this  gns,  which  may  be  introduced  iutu 
the  system,  is  eliminated  by  the  lungs  and  skin. 

Iron. — Or-  WtEHLiB  has  made  many  expcrunents  on  dogs,  lo  determine 
the  question  of  the  passage  of  iron  into  the  urine.  He  employed  various 
preparations  of  the  metal;  but  Ihcy  were  uniformly  rejected  hy  vumitingv 
unless  when  taken  in  very  small  quantity,  and,  in  this  latter  case,  no  irun 
could  be  detected  in  the  urine.  Nevertheless,  the  experiments  anil  obser- 
vations of  a  number  of  writers  prove  incoutestibty  that  iron  is  uccosiunally 
found  in  the  urine. 

Lead — Bamulh. — Tikukmivs  and  Gmeuh  were  in  no  instance  able  to 
detect  lead  in  the  urine  of  dogs,  lo  which  they  bud  given  large  doses  of 
acetate  of  lead.  Dr.  Wieuj-eb  has  made  the  same  obser\aliun  with  respect 
to  bismuth. 

Mercury. — Tibdemaisji  andGxEiis  gave  three  drachms  ofppntiietate  of 
mercury  to  a  horse,  and  to  another,  half  an  ounce  of  bicyanldeormarcury; 
but  could  delect  no  trace  of  the  melal.in  their  urine.  Nevertheless,  the 
experiments  of  Dr.  Cutu  prove,  that  nieroury  may  jjass  into  the  urine. 
llr.  C>  collected  sixty  pounds  of  urine  from  syphilitic  [)aticnls,  and  oblaiitcd 
from  tlie  sediment  more  than  twenty  grains  of  mercury. 

CamphuT,  Jkohol,  Mutk,  Ut. — It  utuy  be  asserted  conlidcntly>  that 
camphor  is  not  excreted  by  the  urinury  pas^iigcii,  bulby  the  lungs  and  skin. 
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This  is  demonstrated  both  by  the  experiments  of  Tisdekakv  and  Gmslut, 
and  those  of  Seii.es  and  Ficinus.  Dr.  Woehler  caused  a  dog  to  8«^« 
low  a  drachiil^^  camphor,  without  communicating  the  least  odour  to  the 
urine.  Aoeocdbig  to  the  same  experimenters,  alcohol,  musk,  and  the  ani- 
mal oil  of  DiiPPBL  do  not  pass  into  the  urine.  Dr.  Wsbleb  was  unable  U> 
detect  the  odour  of  sulphuric  ether  in  the  urine  of  a  man  affected  with 
t3enia,  who  took,  daily,  half  an  ounce  of  this  ether.  Neither  are  the  cotoup* 
ing  principles  of  cochineal,  of  alkanet,  or  of  litmus,  to  be  detected  in  the 
urine.  Dr.  Wgbhleb  gave  two  drachms  of  the  tincture  of  litmus  to  a  dog, 
whose  urine,  four  hours  afterwards,  afforded  no  trace  of  the  colouring  mat* 
ter,  upon  the  addition  either  of  an  acid  or  alkali. 

Phtsiolooical  Deductions. — From  the  experiments  ^md  obsenrations 
which  hare  been  related,  the  following  deductions  may  be  drawn: 

I.  Iron,  lead,  alcohol,  sulphuric  ether,  camphor,  the  animal  oil^DippeV 
musk,  and  the  colouring  principles  of  cochineal^  litmus^  Mid  alkanet  do  not 
pass  into  the  urine.  It  would  also  appear  proTed^  that  when  liquids  contain- 
ing a  good  deal  of  carbonic  acid  are  swallowed,  the  quantity  of  this  aeid 
naturally  existing  in  the  urine  is  not  increased. 

II.  The  following  substances  are  found  in  the  urine  in  a  decomposed  states 
the  combinations  of  potassa  and  soda,  with  the  tartaric,  malic,  and  acetic  acidly 
transformed  into  alkaline  carbonates;  and  the  hydrosulphate  of  potaasar 
conyerted  in  part  into  sulphate  of  potassa. 

III.  The  substances,  which  form  new  combinations  with  substances 


longing  to  the  animal  body^  and  are  excreted  by  the  kidneys  in  that  8tat4ij|||t 
are,  sulphur,  which  becomes  sulphuric  and  hydrosulphuric  acid;  iodin^ 
which  b  evacuated  in  the  form  of  an  hydriodate;  and  the  oxalic,  tartari<v 
gallic,  succinic  and  benzoic  acids,  which  are  found  in  the  urine,  combined 
with  an  alkali. 

IV.  The  substances  which  pass  into  the  urine  without  change,  are,  tbm 
carbonate,  chlorate,  nitrate,  and  ferroeyanate  of  potassa;  the  subborate 
of  soda;  the  muriate  of  baryta;  the  silicate  of  potassa;  the  tartrate  of  nickel 
and  potassa;  many  colouring  principles,  such  as  indigo  dissolved  in  sulphu- 
ric acid,  gamboge,  rhubarb,  madder,  beets,  Scc^  many  odorous  principles, 
but  for  the  most  part,  with  a  modification  of  odour,  as  for  example,  oil  of 
turpentine,  juniper  berries,  valerian,  castor,  &c.  and,  lastly,  the  narcotic; 
principle  of  the  agtiricus  muscarius  of  Kamtschatka. 

I.  ^8  to  the  substances  which  do  not  pass  into  the  urine. — ^Their  exclusion 
may  be  attributed  to  one  or  other  of  the  following  circumstances t 

1.  Certain  substances  may  be  so  destroyed  in  the  processes  of  chylifica- 
tion  and  sang\iification,  as  not  to  appear  even  in  a  modified  form  in  the 
urine.  Many  of  the  colouring  principles  may  be  in  this  relation  to  the  ani- 
mal economy. 

2.  Other  substances,  harmonizing  more  completely  with  the  animal  or- 
ganization, may  be  assimilated,  and  employed  in  nutrition. 

S.  Others  again  may  be  eliminated  b^  other  emunctories;  as,  fofexample, 
camphor,  and  many  other  odorous  pnnciples,  which  pass  off  by  the  skin 
and  lungs. 

4.  Finally,  other  substances,  upon  entering  the  intestinal  canal,  may  pass 
into  an  insoluble  state,  and  thereby  become  unfit  for  absorption.  I'hts, 
probably,  is  the  case  with  tannin,  and  with  the  salta  of  lead,  iron,  and  some 
other  metals. 

11.  Substances  which  pass  into  the  urine  m  a  decomposed  state.  The  cir- 
cumstance of  decomposition  may  be  attributed  to  two  causes,  diametrically 
opposite.  Ist,  a  deoxidizing  power;  and,  2ndly,  an  oxidizing  power  in  the 
animal  substance.  Thus  the  hydrosulphate  of  potassa  becomes  the  suU 
phate  by  an  oxidizing  process,  probably  occurring  in  the  lungs. 
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n  oS  vegetable  alkaline  salts  into  carbonates,  oceuN,  i 
probably, during  their  presence  in  the  blood)  onJappeus  to  bectfcctedin 
the  lungi,  by  the  oxygen  of  the  inspired  tur. 

///.  Subilancei  m^cA  /arm  nem  combiiiationt,  bvfvrc  Ihry  paii  inlo  1/ie 
tirine, — It  hu  been  slated  tbnt  several  of  tlic  vegetable  ocidfl  pats  into  the 
tirine,  only  by  forming  n  combination  with  some  base,  in  the  courae  of  the 
circulation.  Dr.  WiEuLta  has  found  dilHcully  in  making  eiperimentH  to 
elucidate  this  point;  but  be  states  that  BEasEbiiTH  gave  to  a  patient,  whose 
urine  was  alkaline,  t)ie  acetie,  sulphuric,  and  phuaphoric  acids,  uilhout 
rendering  the  secretion  acid;  but  when  Ihe  phosphoric  acid  induced  ca- 
tharsis, tlicn  the  urine  bccumeacid,  Hiaannichaamade  the  same  rcnuirk. 
Dr.  WamLED  adds^  thai,  from  the  above  observations,  as  well  nsthoK  which 
he  has  himself  made,  he  is  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  acids,  taken  into 
tliestomaohido  not  pass  into  the  urine,  either  m  the  free  state,  or  as  supcr- 
Balts,  until  they  have  been  taken  in  quantities  so  considerable,  oa  to  be 
sufficient  to  neutialiic  the  salJRablc  bases,  contained  in  the  blood  and  other 
pnrls  of  the  body.  Accordingly,  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  an  acid  has 
not  passed  into  ilie  urine,  because  this  secretion  does  not  exhibit  more 
than  its  ordinary  oddity. 

IV.  SuManrci  vihich  pais  inta  Ihc  urine  infAjiuI  change. — Dr.  WiBni.i> 
conridem  these  substances  as  tlic  true  and  invariable  diureticai  that  is,  sub- 
stances which  necessarily  augment  the  secretion  of  urine,  by  the  stimulation 
which  they  afford,  while  passing  through  the  kidney*.  Substances  which 
•TO  diuretic  under  partjculnr  circumstances  only.  Dr.  W.  would  exclude 
from  the  class  of  diurcticsi  such  as  bark,  digitalis,  &c.;  fur  otherwise,  every 
substance  in  the  materia  medica,  might  in  its  turn  be  called  a  diuretic. 
Water  alone  forms  ninety-three  per  cent,  of  twine.  It  may  be  considered, 
not  only  in  the  light  of  a  menstruum  fur  the  other  ingredients  uf  the  urine, 
but  as  a  principal  product  of  the  function  of  the  kidneys,  which  embrace 
in  their  office  the  removal  of  any  excessof  watery  particles.  This  function 
holds  also  an  intimate  relation  with  those  organs  destined  to  secrete  the 
humours,  as  the  lungs,  skin,  and  digestive  canal.  In  cases  of  profuse  sweut 
or  diarrhcca,  water  is  abundantly  evacuated  with  these  excretions,  and  the 
urine  becomes  dlmmlshed  and  high-coloured,  while  all  its  principles, 
except  water,  are  in  relative  excess.  Fhysiclans  should  be  on  their  guard, 
not  to  draw  erroneous  concluwons  from  this  change,  which  depends  en- 
tirely on  the  deficiency  of  water. 

Pkxvdst  and  Ilciais,  having  faund  a  considerable  quantity  of  urea  in 
the  blood  of  dogs,  cats,  and  rabbits  after  the  extirpation  uf  llie  kidneys, 
have  been  led  to  conclude,  that  urea,  as  well  as  tlie  otiier  immediate  prin- 
eiples  of  the  urine,  exists  in  the  blood.  They  cite,  in  support  of  their  opi- 
nion, tlie  phenomena  of  arthritic  concretions,  formed  as  they  ore  of  urate 
of  soda,  and  the  intimate  relation  which  subsists  between  arthritis  and  tLe 
morbid  production  of  uric  acid.  The  experimental  results,  uf  P.  and  U., 
hsve  been  confirmed  by  Skqj.las  and  Vauucklih. 

Most  of  the  substances  contuned  In  the  urine  possess  a  diuretic  proper- 
ty. The  Arabians  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  the  urine  of 
the  sheep  and  ass  as  a  diuretic  remedy;  and  the  Italian  phyrucians  have  ex- 
tolled the  urine  of  the  calf,  as  an  excellent  stimulant  to  the  urinary  secre- 
tion. According  to  the  experiments  of  Skgjlis  and  Vikuuelib,  the  diu- 
retic property  of  urea,  taken  internally,  or  injected  Into  the  veins,  is  so 
great,  that  they  propose  to  class  this  substance  among  the  diuretics. 

Thcrapauital  ikduaim. — The  property  of  the  vegetable  alkaline  lalts, 
of  being  converted  into  alkaUne  carbonates  in  the  course  of  the  circulation, 
and  of  appearing  in  this  form  in  the  urine,  naturally  iMjggests  the  idea  uf 
using  Ibc  vegetable  salts,  instead  of  the  corbunatcs,  in  tUc  uric  acid  dia- 
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thcfif.  The  advantage  we  might  hope  from  the  vegetable  alkaline  Mlts» 
over  the  carbomites,  would  consist  in  the  ability  to  continue  their  use  for  a 
much  longer  time,  without  weakening  the  digestive  organs.  Besides,  thef 
are  much  more  agreeable  to  the  taste;  and  being  a  numerous  class  of  taksg 
the  practitioner  has  the  choice  of  a  number  of  remedies  of  equal  efBcacgF> 

Without  pretending  to  advocate  the  opinion,  that  the  g^ood  effects  of 
alkaline  carbonates  in  the  uric  acid  diithntiis,  depend  exclusively  oa 
chemical  principles.  Dr.  Wcbhisb,  neverUieles%' makes  the  remark,  that 
urine,  rendered  alkaline  by  the  addition  of  three  drachms  of  acetate  of 
soda,  not  merely  dissolved  uric  acid  in  powder  very  readily,  but  acted,  in 
a  few  ds7%  on  large  fragments  of  uric  acid  calculus,  to  such  an  extent  as 
sensibl^Jo  corrode  their  surface.  It  has  generally  been  supposed  that 
uric  acid  was  insoluble  in  the  alkaline  carbonates,  but  this  is  a  mistake. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it,  tlierefore,  appears,  that  the  mi$M  .which 
may  be  substituted  for  tlie  alkaline  carbonates^  in  the  uric  acid  diathesis, 
are,  the  bitartrate  of  potassa,  (cream  of  tartart)  tartrate  of  potassa;  boro« 
tartrate  of  potassa  and  soda,  (soluble  cream  of  tartar) ;  the  tartrate  of 
potassa  and  soda,  (Rochelle  salt;)  and  the  acetates  and  citrates  of  potassa 
and  of  soda:  and  as  it  has  been  proved,  that  fruits  containing  an  alkaline 
vegetable  salt,  such  as  cherries,  strawberries,  &c.  have  the  property  of 
rendering  the  urine  alkaline,  these  also  may  be  employed  in  the  same 
diathesis. 

The  above  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  inference,  but  of  fact.    ProftSflM^^ 
CasLius  advised  a  patient,  who  had  for  a  long  time  passed  the  uric  ac^jg 
gravel,  to  eat  daily  a  large  quantify  of  cherries:  the  gravel  quickly  dit?' 
appeared,  and  the  urine  became  natural.    After  the  cherry  season  had 
passed,  the  patient  substituted  with  the  same  success,  the  cream  of  taitar. 
lemonade.    Dr.  Wcbhlsr  also  had  occasion  to  prescribe  the  bitartrate  of 
potassa  to  a  man,  who  had  for  a  long  time  voided  small  renal  calculi  of 
uric  acid.    The  urine  soon  became  limpid;  and,  the  day  after  the  patient 
commenced  the  treatment,  he  passed  a  renal  calculus  of  considerable 
size.'-'Joumal  des  Progr^s  det  Science*  M^dicalei,  Vol.  II.  1827. 

62.  Retiduum  of  Nitrt^  after  Exponire  to  a  redheat.^ln  the  beginning  of 
the  month  of  May  last,  Mr.  Robert  Bridoks,  Student  of  Medicine,  of  this 
<:ity,  made  an  observation  respecting  the  nature  of  tliis  residuum,  in  the 
laboratory  of  one  of  the  editors,  which  deserves  to  be  recorded.  Upon 
pouring  water  into  an  iron  mercury  flask,  (which  had  been  used  for 
obtaining  oxygen  from  nitre,)  for  the  purpose  of  washing  it  out,  this 
gentleman  obscr\'cd  a  lively  efl'ervesccnce  to  occur,  which  led  him  to 
investigate  the  nature  of  the  gaseous  matter  evolved.  Much  to  his  sur- 
prise, he  found  it  to  consist  of  oxygen,  of  the  purity  of  95  per  cent,  as 
ascertained  by  the  accurate  sliding  rod  eudiometer  of  Dr.  Hark.  I  urged 
Mr.  B.  to  pursue  the  investigation,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  tlie  source  of 
this  oxygen,  and  to  publish  a  note  of  his  results.  The  same  gentleman, 
while  operating  as  my  assistant  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Franklin  Institute, 
about  six  weeks  ago,  made  the  same  obscr>'ation  as  in  the  spring;  but  in 
this  case  the  oxygen  obtained  was  purer,  containing  onlv  1  per  cent,  of 
impurity.  Upon  mentioning  these  facts,  several  weeks  ago,  to  Dr. 
Hark,  this  chemist  immediately  gave  a  rationale,  which  is  evidently  the 
rorrect  one.  The  rcsiciiuim,  he  conceived,  must  be  the  peroxide  of 
potassium,  which,  !)y  the  affusion  of  water,  gives  off  its  second  dose  of 
(>\\gen,  and  becomes  eonvcrted  into  hydrate  of  potassa. 

A  few  «la>sag<)  Dr.  Hark  sent  me  a  number  of  the  Annals  of  Philosophy 
tor  April  last,  bv  which  I   find  tli:»l    Mr   Kriim»i:sN  observation  has  been 

V.u  .   v.  — No.  (^  .1  AM'AUY,   I8?8.  'M 
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miicipBted  by  Mr.  Rickjikd  Psii-im,  of  London,  who  gives  the  same 
rationale  of  the  fact  which  occurred  to  Dr.  Hibi.  Notwithstanding  this, 
it  i«  thought  pWBcr  to  publish  this  nolej  as  serving  to  confirm  the  accu- 
racy of  independent  observation*,  made  in  diflcrcnt  parti  of  the  world 
■bout  the  akme  time- 
It  is  MlggcBlcd  by  Hr.  Bkidses,  that  peroxide  oTpoUssium  obtained  in 
this  muiner  from  nitre,  would  form  a  good  prepnnition,  from  whrcli  to 
obtiun  pure  oivgen,  wilhiiut  the  leail  trouble  to  Ihe  experimenter. — 
Jan.  9,  1838.      '  F.  B. 


I 

To  Subtcribert, — The  late  appearance  of  the  preient  number  is  owing  to 
a  series  of  occurrences,  unusual  in  their  kind,  and,  therefore,  little  liable  to 
interfere  again.  To  a  fire  in  our  printing-office,  succeeded  a  combination 
of  ^hft  joomeymen  to  **  strike  work"  for  an  advance  in  wages,  and, 
finalljr,  a  determination,  on  the  part  of  the  Editors,  to  insert,  by  a  some- 
what longer  delay,  the  valuable  Report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety. 'Hiese  we  conceive  sufficient  causes  for  a  procrastination  of  fifteen 
days. 

No  effort  will  be  spared,  in  future,  to  produce  the  Jourmdl  with  beoonip 
ing  punctuality. 

We  beg  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  our  surgical  readers  to  the  inte- 
restinp^  remsrks  of  our  absent  and  valued  fellow-labottrer.  Dr.  La  Bocbb, 
now  m  Europe,  upon  the  operation  of  M.  Citialk.  A  note  to  this  pur- 
port was  designed  for  the  proper  place,  but  mislaid,  in  consequence  of  the 
quickness  wiui  which  we  were  glad  to  hurry  Dr.  L.'8  communication  to  the 
preM.  We  apprehend  that  great  importance  ought  to  attach  to  his  remarks 
upon  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  this  very  desirable  operation  in  the  United 
Statesi  both  from  their  abstract  weight,  and  from  the  peculiar  advantages 
which  he  possessed,  as  sn  eye-witness  of  Dr.  Citiali's  piooeedings  and 


New  ExperimenU  on  PoUoned  Wounds: — We  are  informed  that  Mr.  C.  W. 
PawooK,  of  this  city,  has  performed  a  series*cf  experiments  on  poisoned 
wounds;  in  which  he  has  found  that  the  pressure  of  a  flat,  circular  body,  tn 
all  intUmeeSt  arrested  the  consequent  sjrmptoms  with  the  greatest  prompti- 
tude, to  re-appear  when  the  pressure  was  interrupted.  This  fact  is  woitiiT 
the  attention  of  those  who  are  exposed  to  the  bites  of  rattlesnakes,  as  well 
•■  of  phjrsiologists. 

Faednation  in  North  Coroliiia.— Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Jos.  C.  Snnr- 
vxB,  of  Edenton,  N.  C,  to  Dr.  William  DAaBAOii  dated,  Nov.  25,  IBST. 

The  small  pox  has  appeared  among  us,  and  continues  to  spread  in  the  town ; 
but  has  not,  as  yet,  extended  into  the  country.  Vaccination  has  been  gene- 
rally practice  in  the  town,  but  the  country  people  are  still  opposed  to  it. 
The  recent  proofs  of  its  antivariolous  effects  have  tended  to  inspire  confi- 
dence in  a  great  many.  We  have  been,  and  are  still,  striving  to  convince 
them  that  the  only  possible  way  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  to 
resort  to  this  valuable  preventive. 

Medical  Convention  in  Ohio. — We  extract  the  following  interesting  arti- 
cle of  intelligence  from  the  Cincinnati  Saturday  Evening  Chronicle,  handed 
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to  ui»  for  the  purpose,  by  a  vilued  friend.  The  conferences  and  cot-opera- 
tion of  physicians,  in  every  part  of  our  country,  always  fiimish  agreeable 
news. 

XBDICAL  COHYEimOV  Of  OHIO. 

Thii  bodly,  in  pursuance  of  a  provision  of  the  law  creating^  it,  met  at  Co- 
lumbai^«i  the  10th  inst  Twenty  out  of  the  twenty4wo  Medical  Districts 
of  the  itate^  were  represented.  Jonv  Woollbt,  M.  D.,  of  this  city,  was 
chosen  Present,  and  Jossph  FLAsna,  M.  D.,  of  Zanesville,  Secretary. 
The  proceedings  will  shortly  b%  published  In  pamphlet  form. 

Among  other  subjects  presented  for  the  connderation  of  the  Convention, 
was  that  of  the  Medicsl  College  of  Otuo,  We  are  informed  that  a'lnemorial 
was  passed*  by  a  vote  nearly  unanimous  recommending  to  the  LMnslature 
the  appoiHtaBiient  of  a  new  faMsd  of  Tjrustees  for  the  government  of  this  in- 
stitution, and  a  re-organinllaB  of  its  Faculty. 


Jlmeriam  Jbumo/  m  tik  IVmdk  Lahgtrnge^^A^*  Xavisb  Tibbisb,  the 
learned  and  ingenious  editor  of  the  Qumec  Medical  Journal,  has  sent  us  a 
prospectus  of  a  new  and  great  work*  in  wlUeh  the  former  is  to  be  merged. 
TheJMtmaldei  8denm  Nakm^tot  MtAmmiflte  Ai.  I^rd^  is  to  be  pub- 
fished  at  New  Toric;  as  a  centnd  pohit  to  the  large  amount  of  Ftoneh  popu- 
lation which  eaBsts  m  Canada,  in  the  United  8ta£M^  and  in  the  West  Indies. 
In  the  term  Natural  SeUncea^  Dr.  Txssn|^  ulclode^  without  any  deviation 
from  correctaess  in  diction,  the  departmiMs  of  Jfcdh'cftif,  Smrgery^  Anatomy ^ 
Phytiohgyt  und  Materia  Mtdieaf  which  he  combines  with  Botany ^  Naiund 
JBkiory^  Vhamtiry  and  Minerakgy*  This  vast  field  will  require  the  largest 
j^Modical  yet  addressed  to  physidans  within  these  states^  viz.  a  volume 
of  300  pages,  quarterly. 

Dr.Txssiin  has  it  prindpaUy  in  view,  in  establishing  this  woric,  to  furnish 
Ml  account  in  the  French  language,  and,  therefore,  accessible  to  his  coun- 
tiymen,  of  the  discoveries  and  other  novelties  which  are  accumulating  both 
in  the  Uiuted  States  and  in  England;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  supplies 
his  readers  with  the  scientific  news  of  the  land  of  their  ancestry,  wHhout 
obliging  them  to  receive  it  strained  through  the  medium  of  a  foreign  lan- 
guage, as  is  at  present  the  case  with  most  of  those  settled  in  America. 
The  work  is  to  contain,  first,  a  collection  of  Extracts  of  a  scientific  nature; 
next,  a  series  of  Analytical  Reviews;  in  the  third  place,  an  Original  depart- 
ment; and  finally,  the  proceedings  of  societies,  the  titles  of  books,  medical 
biog^phy,  and  other  Miscellaneous  matters. 

Every  lover  of  science  cannot  but  wish  well  to  Dr.  Tkssixb's  noble  and 
useful  undertaking. 

Price,  $6f  payable  on  the  delivery  of  the  first  and  third  numbers. 

IVansylvania  Journal  of  Medicine  and  the  Associate  Sciences,  edited  by 
JoHif  EsTsiT  CooKS,  M.  1).  snd  Charlks  Wilkihs  Short,  M.  D.,  Professors 
in  Transylvania  University.  To  be  published  quarterly,  in  numbers  of  one 
hundred  and  fif\y  pages. — We  have  only  space  to  announce  this  iieu 
Journal,  and  to  express  our  hopes  for  its  success;  founded  upon  the  room 
which  exists  for  it  in  the  Western  Country,  and  the  talents  of  its  ediiors, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  useful  school  from  which  it  emanates. 
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Article  I. — Observations  on  Congenital  Club- Foot.  By  IIenkt 
Nkill,  M.D.  Physician  Accoucheur  to  the  Alms-House  Infir- 
mary. 

Read  before  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians. 

The  congenital  club-foot  has  deservedly  claimed,  and  has  received, 
the  attention  of  physicians  from  tlic  earliest  period  to  the  present 
time.  On  looking  back  into  ancient  writers,  I  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  fnid  that  Hippocrates,  in  iiis  chapter  l)c  Articulis,  gives 
such  general  \'iews  respecting  the  nature  of  the  deformity,  and  pro- 
poses 3<)  ju<licious  a  plan  of  treatment  as  proves  that  there  has  been 
very  little  improvement  in  this  particular  from  his  day  unto  the  pre- 
sent time. 

His  general  principle  is  that  the  congenital  club-feet  should  be 
reconducted  to  their  proper  position  by  such  gentle  methods  as  one 
would  model  wax  with  the  han<l.  His  plan  was,  to  have  bandages 
sewed  to  the  outer  side  of  a  sole  of  leather,  opposite  tlic  little  toe, 
and  tliese  brought  u[)wards  so  as  to  raise  the  outer  side  of  the  foot, 
and  thus  counteract  the  nmscles  which  had  a  tendency  to  draw  the 
ftK)t  inward  and  upward. 

So  far  as  lias  come  under  my  observation,  the  defomiity  appears 
to  depend  almost  always  on  the  relaxation  of  tlie  muscles  and  len- 
Yol.  v.— No.  io,  April  1828.  32 
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dons  on  one  side  of  the  fool  and  leg,  and  the  undue  contn 
the  otiier,  so  us  to  produce  a  partial  luxation.  For  in  every  case 
wliich  I  have  seen  (willi  one  exception)  1  could  with  my  hand,  re- 
store tlie  foot  to  Its  natural  position,  before  the  child  began  to  walk. 
It  is  also  o(  great  importance,  that  the  force  applied  ehoutd  be  gentle 
in  its  QClion,  and  tlie  material  Dsed  pliant  in  its  nature.  For  when 
a  strong  ftrce  has  beea  used,  with  unjielding  materials,  I  have 
known  eonvulsiona  produced  in  the  child. 

In  the  writings  of  those  fathers  in  medicine  who  immediately  euc- 
coedcd  Hiri«c-XATBs,  [  have  not  found  any  llitng  on  this  subject 
which  ts  worthy  of  notice.  AmiiEoaE  Parb  is  the  next  author  in 
whose  writings  I  find  any  thing  relating  to  this  mailer.  His  plan 
consists  of  laced  half-boots  open  from  the  toe  upward  to  the  top  of 
the  boot  nnil  also  open  at  the  bottom,  through  the  sole  of  the  boot, 
aa  far  as  the  heel.  Tlicse  were  to  be  fitted  nicely  to  the  foot  and 
lacfld  up  i  but  1  do  not  see  how  this  could  prevent  the  feet  from 
turning  inward. 

Hn-DAims  after  bim  presents  UB  with  an  apparatus  which  is  very 
different,  consisting  of  a  pktc  of  iron  or  shank,  which  rises  from  the 
sde  of  the  heel  in  the  course  of  the  Gbula  aa  high  as  above  the  knee, 
with  joints  at  the  knee  and  ankle  to  allow  of  walking,  being  secured 
Bl  the  upper  end  by  a  strap  and  buckle,  or  a  garter. 

Hbistbb,  in  his  system  of  surgery,  refers  to  and  recommends  the 
instruments  used  by  Pabf  and  HiLDA:n.'B.  Alter  this  the  English  sur- 
real writers  seem  to  have  dropped  the  disease  from  their  systems. 

For  the  last  thirty  years  the  principal  instrument  which  has  been 
in  uae  here  is  that  of  SnELOHAKE,an  instrument  maker  of  London  ; 
bud  I  Iiave  no  doubt  many  cures  have  been  performed  by  it.  I 
aHeo  know  that  it  has  frequently  failed,  and  that  it  is  very  apt  to  pro- 
duce great  distress  to  the  child  by^hnston. 

It  consists  of  an  iron  slipper  with  an  iron  shank  er^lending  up  the 
side  of  the  leg  as  far  asjust  below  the  knee,  and  secured  at  tile  top 
by  a  strap  and  buckle.  This  is  merely  a  modification  of  that  of 
HiLDANTB,  with  very  little,  if  any,  improvement.  In  the  Dicttonnaire 
de  Medecinc  publishing  at  tliis  time  in  Paris,  wc  have  the  description 
of  an  instrument  which  they  call  a  modification  of  Ve»el's  used  by 
M.  b'Kbbsois  : — this  also  differs  very  littie  from  that  of  HiLDAntn, 
if  I  understand  the  dracriplion  rightly. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago  Professor  Scatipa  of  Pavia  wrote 
and  published  n  memoir  on  the  congenital  c1uh-fect  of  children. 
In    hia  book   he  mentions  Vk:«bl's  machine,   which    has  already 
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been  noticed,  and  also  Brucknek^s  bandage,  whicb,  at  the  same 
time,  he  observes  is  only  efFectual  in  very  slight  deformities.  lie  af- 
terwards proposes  a  machine  of  his  own  invention  in  which  springs 
are  so  placed,  to  act  on  the  foot  and  leg,  as  gradually  to  overcome 
the  deformity.  Not  having  known  of  any  instance  in  which  this  has 
been  used,  I  am  unable  to  judge  of  its  merits.  But  on  viewing  the 
plates  it  appears  more  striking  as  an  ingenious  piece  of  mechanism 
than  as  a  useful  instrument. 

Of  later  years,  two  gentlemen,  Mr  P^arlb  of  London  and  Mr 
CoLLEs  of  Dublin,  have  given  us  papers  and  oficred  machines  for 
the  cure  of  such  cases.  That  of  Mr  Earle  I  suppose  will  be  found 
too  harsh  to  apply  at  the  tender  age  of  one  or  two  weeks ;  and 
that  of  Mr  Colles  has  been  tried  in  one  instance  in  this  city,  and 
found  ineflcctual. 

These,  so  far  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  are  the  various 
methods  which  have  been  adopted  for  the  relief  of  this  most  distress- 
ing deformity. 

In  the  year  1813  it  was  my  lot  to  have  a  child  born  with  her  feet 
turned  inward  and  upward,  so  that  the  great  toe  was  lying  nearly 
on  the  tibia.  As  may  be  supposed,  the  situation  of  the  child  had 
immediate  attention;  and  Sheldrake's  apparatus,  the  only  one 
with  which  I  was  then  acf^uainted,  was  first  tliought  of  for  trial.  A 
child,  at  that  time  under  the  care  of  Dr  Glenn,  late  of  this  city,  had 
this  instrument  applied.  I  called  to  sec  it,  and  found  it  had  not  tlie 
effect  of  keeping  the  child's  foot  in  a  proper  position  ;  it  was  turned 
quite  inward,  and  the  skin  much  abraded  by  the  strap  and  buckle 
which  confnicd  the  upper  part  of  the  shank ;  on  which  being  kept 
perfectly  tif;ht  all  the  good  clFect  of  the  instrument  depended. 

The  mother  also  informed  me  that  for  the  first  two  hours  after 
its  application  it  had  the  intended  clfcrt  of  keeping  the  foot  straight, 
but  a  tier  that  time  tlie  .strap  would  slip  a  little,  and  the  least  move 
of  that  would  allow  tiio  foot  to  assuinc;  its  former  iiial-position. 
Anothor  objection  was,  that  at  the  tender  age  of  from  one  to  four 
week:j,  the  limbs  of  the  child  would  not  allow  of  the  application  of  a 
slra])  or  band  sutFiciontly  tiirht  without  producinir  abrasion  and  swel- 
ling; which  would  mnke  it  n<'crs<iary  to  lay  the  instrument  aside  for 
a  time,  when  all  that  has  bmi  iraiiicd  woiihi  probably  be  lost.  1 
thontnro  preferred  another  plan  which  I  had  seen,  consisting  of  a 
pair  o\'  hired  boots  of  soil  leather^  open  from  the  toe  to  the  top  of 
the  boot,  which  had  the  soles  projecting  (it  the  heel  and  tuc  a  little 
beyond  the  ui)|K:r  leather,  no  -da  to  admit  a  small  screw  tu  pass 
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through  these  projections,  by  which  the  feet  were  secured  to  a 
board  at  a  small  distance  apart,  and  parallel  to  each  other ;  and 
I  could  gradually  turn  the  toes  out  as  the  feet  improved.  For 
a  little  while  I  thought  this  would  be  all  that  was  necessary.  But 
at  tl)(9  early  period  of  one  week,  when  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  make  the  application,  the  skin  is  so  very  tender  that  abrasion  igid 
ulceration  will  unavoidably  take  place  from  the  slightest  friction, 
and  the  feet  at  that  age  cannot  be  so  securely  fixed  in  the  boot  as 
to  prevent  all  motion.  I  was  consequently  under  the  necessity  of 
giving  up  this  apparatus  also. 

It  then  occurred  to  me,  that  if  I  could  secure  the  feet  to  a  splint 
of  a  proper  shape  by  bandages,  so  as  to  retain  them  in  a  suitable 
position,  I  should  then  avoid  the  abrasion  of  the  skin  and  thus  ac- 
complish my  object.  I  accordingly  with  my  penknife  made  a  splint 
similar  to  the  one  now  presented  to  the  college*,  on  which  with  a  ban- 
dage I  secured  the  feet.  This  had  the  most  beneficial  effect,  without 
any  of  the  former  inconveniences  from  abrasion.  In  three  months  they 
were  so  much  restored  as  to  allow  a  pair  of  laced  boots  to  be  worn, 
with  the  occasional  application  of  the  splint  for  a  week  or  two  at  a  time, 
and  at  the  end  of  nine  months  there  were  not  the  least  remains  of 
deformity.  \  few  cases  in  which  I  have  used  the  splint  since  have 
increased  my  confidence  in  this  plan  of  treatment. 

In  1814a  cose  of  club-feet  was  presented  to  Dr  Hewson.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  putting  into  his  hands  the  splint  whicii  I  liad  used 
with  my  child.  He  applied  it  to  his  patient  and  found  it  made  ra- 
pid improvement,  but  met  with  considerable  inconvenience  from 
the  ability  of  the  child  to  disengage  its  feet  from  the  bandages, 
which  had  also  been  troublesome  to  me.  He  has  however  suggest- 
ed a  remedy  for  this,  by  placing  at  the  heel  of  the  splint  a  loop  of 
leather,  through  wliich  the  bandage  was  passed  on  making  the  first 
turn.  This  improvement  has  rendered  the  instrument  so  manage- 
able, that  in  a  case  now  under  treatment  the  mother  can  apply  it 
effectually  as  oflen  as  may  be  necessary. 

Ilis  patient  was  greatly  improved  in  three  months,  and  in  several 
cases  he  has  been  completely  successful. 


*  Vide  plate. 
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Articlk  II. — Case  of  Caries  of  the   TUna.     Communicated  by 
JosLiu  R.  Horn,  M.D.  of  Stantonsburgli,  North  Carolina. 

The  subject  of  the  following  case  was  a  coloured  man,  about 
sixty  years  of  age,  who  had  for  many  years  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a  farmer.  I  could  not  ascertain  precisely  the  length  of 
time  he  had  been  afflicted  with  an  ulcer  on  the  leg  ;  but  from  the 
best  information,  it  must  have  been  upwards  of  twenty  years.  For 
a  long  period  it  was  regarded  merely  as  an  indolent  ulcer  of  the  soft 
parts  unconnected  with  any  disease  of  the  bone ;  but  for  three  or 
four  years,  it  assumed  a  more  serious  aspect,  as  walking  became 
very  painful  ^  so  much  so,  as  to  compel  him  to  lead  a  sedentary 
life.  lie  was  finally  so  incapacitated  for  labour,  tJiat  his  master 
(for  he  was  a  slave),  afler  trying  various  empirical  remedies,  and 
understanding  that  ^^I  knew  something  about  sore  legs,"  was,  in  the 
year  1 825,  induced  to  place  him  under  my  care.  The  ulcer  at  that 
time  was  about  three  inches  square,  and  was  situated  over  the  mid- 
dle and  anterior  part  of  the  tibia.  lie  complained  of  a  constant 
twitching  sensation,  as  if  a  string  were  tightly  drawn  over  its  sur- 
face. The  ulcer  was  callous,  and  very  uneven.  It  was  not  tender 
to  the  touch.  The  edges  were  rounded  and  white.  A  large  quan- 
tity of  aqueous  fluid  was  constantly  secreted,  as  well  as  pus  ;  for,  on 
removing  the  dressin^r,  a  dense  vapour  would  immediately  arise,  and 
the  evaporation  was  so  great,  tliat  the  ulcer  s[>cedily  became  dry. 
On  examination,  the  matter  adhering  to  the  dressin£;S  would,  in  a 
(iiw  8pot<»,  present  the  appearance  of  healthy  pus ;  yet,  generally,  it 
would  appear  rather  like  sanies,  tinging  the  dressings  of  a  dark 
green  or  black  colour.  From  these  synjptoms,  a  caries  of  the  tibia 
was  strongly  suspected ;  but,  as  from  examination  this  point  could 
not  be  possibly  ascertained,  and  as  caries,  commencing  in  the  hard 
compact  part  of  the  bone,  was  not  to  be  expected,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  treat  it  as  a  simple  indolent  ulcer.  Escliarotics  were 
api)lied,  and  afterwards  Baynton's  plan  was  adopted,  assisted  by  tlic 
various  stimulating  and  emollient  applications  commonly  used  in 
such  cases.  This  treatment  did  not  even  retard  the  disease  in  its 
slow  and  almost  imperceptible  progress.  Am))utation  was  then  ad- 
vised, but  our  patient  f)Ositively  refused  to  submit  to  it.  1  will  here 
remark,  that  this  is  the  first  time  I  had  ever  seen  an  ulcer  (not  of  a 
specific  character)  refuse  to  submit  to  the  judicious  appliciition  of 
straiw  and   bandages:    1   say  the  jutliciou*  application  of  both ; 


br  the  loose  and  inaccurate  npplication  of  eitlier  ta  equally  iRV 
jarious,  as  I    hnve  often  wiUicesed.     Tlie  straps,  to  l>e  really  use- 
ftUi  should  extend   quite  around  the  limb,  as  originally  recom- 
mended by  Mr  Bavnton. 

On  the  5th  of  May  last,  our  patient  returned  with  all  the  symptoms 
of  his  disease  aggmvatcd.  It  was  now  apparent,  lliat  amputation 
must  be  submitted  to,  or  death  would  speedily  be  the  result.  Ho 
had  entirely  lost  the  voluntorjr  use  of  his  limb,  and  could  acarceljr 
bear  that  others  should  move  it  for  him.  His  ulcer  was  now  nearly 
Cte  inches  in  extent.  In  other  respects  it  was  as  before  described. 
He  was  much  reduced  )  and  a  paroxysm  of  hectic  fever  appeared 
every  evening.  Desirous  of  preserving  the  knee  joint,  and  supposing 
the  disease  of  the  bone  extended  no  higher  than  the  eKternul  sore, 
I  performed  the  flap  operation  ;  taking  olf  the  limb  an  inch  and  a 
half  above  tlie  lesion  of  the  skin.  During  the  operation,  our  pa* 
tient's  sufferings  were  comparatively  slight.  He  did  not  complun 
on  sawing  through  the  bone,  although,  as  will  be  seen,  tlie  tibia  was 
much  diseased  at  that  place.  This  comparative  exemption  from 
pain  was  attributed  to  the  loss  of  organization,  and  the  consequent 
destruction  of  tlie  nerves  of  the  parts  through  which  the  incisions 
extended. 

On  dissecting  the  limb  the  following  circumstances  were  noted  : 
I.  A  considerable  quantity  of  fat  beneath  the  skin,  though  none  in 
the  cellular  membrane  surrounding  the  muscles,  &c.  2.  The 
blood  vessels  and  nerves  supplying  the  foot  appeared  perfectly  heal- 
thy; and  so  did  the  fiiscia  and  tendons.  3.  The  tibialis  anlicus  and 
extensor  communis  were  butsligbtly  altered  ;  but  the  gastrocnemius 
and  solcus  appeared  more  like  gelatinous  substance  than  muscles, 
having  entirely  lost  the  fibrous  structure.  There  were  occasionally 
interspersed  oily  tumours,  and  some  of  them  seemed  adherent  to 
the  tibia.  4.  The  structure  of  the  tibia,  for  about  two  inches  in 
its  centre,  was  entirely  changed ;  and  instead  of  compact  bone,  a  sub- 
stance, not  unlike  to  putrid  cheese,  was  met  with.  It  was  very 
oily.  Higher  up  and  lower  down  than  the  space  above  specified, 
the  bone  retained  its  shape  or  form,  though  not  its  firmness.  It 
could  be  easily  cut  with  a  knife,  was  very  oily,  and  occasionally 
pieces  of  bone  could  be  discovered  :  shewing,  that  tlie  destruction  of 
the  (ibia  was  not  complete  in  those  places.  It  was  apparent,  that 
the  knife  had  not  removed  all  of  the  diseased  parts.  The  fibula 
was  perfectly  sounds  as  fares  autopaic  oxauiination  extended. 

It  would  be  useless  to  describe  all  the  consequent  symptoms  and 
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treatment ;  as  they  were  generally  such  as  arc  met  with  in  our  sys- 
tematic works.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  notice  such  as  were,  in  the 
treatment,  attended  by  circumstances  not  a  little  remarkable.  On 
the  9th  day  afler  the  operation,  that  part  of  the  wound,  which  was 
not  covered  by  skin,  became  very  irritable ;  bleeding  on  the  slight* 
est  touch,  and  exquisitively  painful.  Powdered  opium  was  thinly 
sprinkled  on  the  ulcer.  To  my  surprise  next  morning  (for  it  was 
in  the  evening  when  it  was  applied)  I  found  my  patient  labouring 
under  the  bad  effects  to  be  expected  from  a  large  dose  of  opium 
given  internally.  The  pain  and  tenderness  were  completely  remov- 
ed. His  pulse  was  weak  and  intermittent ;  his  skin  sofl  and  clammy ; 
his  mind  stupid  though  easily  roused  out  of  sleep.  He  was  affected 
with  subsultus  tendinum,  and  an  almost  involuntary  picking  and 
scratching  at  the  nose  and  face.  His  mouth  was  clammy,  and  his 
voice  much  altered.  Retention  of  urine  and  costiveness  were  also 
present.  Costiveness  was  removed  by  repeated  doses  of  sulphate 
of  magnesia ;  and  tlic  other  symptoms  gradually  declined.  The  sore 
again  becoming  irritable,  powdered  opium  mixed  with  rhubarb, 
one  part  of  the  former  with  two  of  the  latter,  was  again  applied  ;  and 
with  the  same  result.  In  fact,  I  repeated  the  application  under  so 
many  circumstances,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind,  that  the 
symptoms  above  described  were  really  the  effect  of  the  opium. 

In  the  course  of  the  subsequent  treatment  I  was  induced  to  apply 
rhubarb  alone  to  the  wound.  The  next  day,  my  patient  had  a  se- 
vere purging,  accompanied  by  a  bitter  nauseous  taste.  I  presented 
him  with  some  rhubarb,  and  he  immediately  recognized  it  as  the 
substance  which  he  tasted  so  sensibly  in  his  mouth.  In  fact,  he 
stated,  that  he  knew  certainly  it  was  the  same.  It  was  reapplied, 
and  with  the  same  result.  I  was  led  to  make  particular  observations 
on  this  subject,  from  a  case,  related  to  me  by  a  friend  in  whom  I 
had  unlimited  confidence,  of  an  elderly  gentleman,  who,  in  a  fit  of 
intoxication,  received  an  extensive  bruise  on  the  posterior  part  of 
the  thigh.  In  the  course  of  the  treatment,  his  attendant  applied  rhu- 
barb, and  will)  the  result  above  described.  My  friend  stated,  that 
so  confident  was  the  patient  that  it  was  rhubarb  he  tasted  in  his 
mouth,  that  it  was  impossible  to  convince  him  to  the  contrary. 

Will  these  facts  throw  any  additional  light  upon  the  modus  ope- 
randi of  medicines  ? 

Af\cr  much  attention,  the  ulcer  was  final! v  healed  ;  but  fistulous 
openings  immediately  appeared  ;  and  from  their  course,  as  well  as 
the  constant  pain  attending  them,  it  was  apparent  that  the  disease  of 
the  bone  was  not  even  checke<l.     A  second  operation  was  deterroiiH 
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ed  upon; — and,  on  the  10th  of  July,  the  thigh  was  taken  off  about 
one  third  up  the  os  femoris.  Our  patient's  sufferings  were  now  most 
exquisite. 

On  examination,  the  part  of  the  tibia,  which,  on  the  first  operation, 
retained  its  form  and  part  of  its  consistence,  was  now  converted  into 
the  disorganized  cheese  like  substance  before  mentioned.  The 
fibula,  no  doubt,  from  being  covered  with  a  diseased  mass,  afler  the 
first  operation,  was  now  equally  disorganized.  The  stump  healed 
rapidly,  and  the  patient  is  now  quite  well. 

From  the  history  of  the  case,  and  especially  from  the  fibula  be- 
coming finally  involved,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  that  the  disease  of 
the  bone  was  the  effect,  and  not  the  cause,  of  the  disease  of  the 
soil  parts.  If  this  supposition  be  correct,  the  necessity  of  paying 
more  attention  than  is  usually  done  to  ulcers  in  the  vicinity  of  bones 
must  be  apparent.  At  any  rate,  I  hope,  the  above  narrative  will 
not  be  without  its  benefits. 


Article  III. — PracHcal  Observations  on  the  Datura  Stramonium. 
By  M.  CuNxiNOHAM,  M.D.  Arkansas  Territory. 

In  the  following  remarks  on  this  plant,  I  do  not  pretend  to  enu- 
merate all  the  diseases  in  which  it  may  be  useful,  but  only  to  give 
an  account  of  its  use  in  my  own  practice. 

The  first  disease  in  which  I  used  the  plant  was  the  asthma.  Dur- 
ing the  paroxysm  of  this  distressing  complaint,  I  have  directed  the 
seeds  to  be  smoked  until  vertigo  was  produced,  which  almost  inva- 
riably terminated  the  paroxysms.  The  beneficial  efTects  of  tlic 
plant,  thus  used,  induced  me  to  try  its  eflicacy  in  preventing  tlic  at- 
tack. I  accordingly  directed  my  patient  to  smoke  the  seeds  until 
vertigo  was  produced,  whenever  they  felt  the  premonitory  symptoms 
of  tlie  disease  :  this  has  uniformly  prevented  its  occurrence.  In  se- 
veral cases  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  complete  cure  has  been 
effected.  In  the  summer  of  1818,  I  was  called  to  see  a  woman, 
labouring  under  a  violent  attack  of  this  disease.  The  smoking  of 
one  seed  removed  tlie  existing  paroxysm.  She  then  informed  me 
that  for  fifteen  years  she  had  been  afflicted  with  the  disease ;  that 
it  was  brought  on,  as  she  belicvetl,  by  a  sudden  cessation  of  the 
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menses,  from  exposure  to  severe  cold.  For  several  years  the 
attack  was  monthly  ;  it  then  came  on  every  two  weeks,  and  for  the 
last  two  years  she  has  had  an  attack  every  week.  .Generally  the 
jMiroxysm  is  slight,  especially  in  the  summer  season,  but  occasion- 
ally it  is  very  violent  and  frequently  continues,  especially  in  the  win- 
ter season,  for  two  or  three  days.  In  this  case,  with  but  a  faint 
hope  of  a  final  cure,  I  directed  the  remedy  to  be  used  whenever  she 
felt  any  symptoms  of  an  attack.  Six  months  after  this  time  I  again 
saw  this  patient.  She  had  succeeded,  by  means  of  the  remedy,  in 
preventing  any  recurrence  of  the  disease.  As  above  stated,  one 
seed  produced  vertigo  when  first  used,  now  she  smokes  a  pipe  full. 
In  the  fall  of  1 8 1 9  I  once  more  saw  this  woman,  she  still  continued 
free  from  the  disease  and  bad  not  for  several  months  used  the  me- 
dicine. 

In  epUep^^  although  I  cannot  relate  any  cure,  still  I  have  real- 
ized the  happiest  effects  from  the  stramonium.  Twenty  grains  of 
the  powdered  leaves,  three  times  a  day,  and  of  the  saturated  tine- 
ture,  made  of  the  bruised  seed,  a  tea  spoonful  every  six  hours,  were 
taken  by  a  patient  of  mine,  a  boy  14  years  of  age.  Previous  to  his 
taking  the  medicine  he  had  from  ten  to  thirty  fits  every  twenty-four 
hours.  The  medicine  produced  first  an  abatement  of  the  violence 
of  the  fits,  then  of  their  number,  and  when  the  ultimiun  dose  was 
attained,  a  complete  cessation  of  the  fits  for  six  weeks.  The  medi- 
cine was  omitted  by  the  friends  of  the  boy  ;  the  fits  returned  and 
proved  fatal.  Notwithstanding  the  disease  in  this  instance  had  ex- 
isted for  eight  years  and  had  attained  to  a  great  degree  of  violence, 
still,  from  the  eficcts  produced  by  the  medicine,  I  was  induced  to 
hope  for  a  favourable  termination,  if  the  remedy  had  been  perse- 
vered in.  The  medicine  in  this  case  operated  freely  on  the  bowels, 
and  the  morning  doses  produced  dilatation  of  the  pupil,  which  con- 
tinued but  for  a  short  time. 

The  stramonium  will  be  found  a  valuable  remedy  in  injUxmed  uU 
cers^  and  in  tiiose  ulcers  accompanied  with  great  irritation,  for  which 
the  conium  maculatum  has  been  found  so  highly  useful.  The  bruis- 
ed leaves  may  be  applied,  or,  what  in  some  cases  answers  a  better 
purpose,  the  leaves  wilted  by  pouring  boiling  water  over  them,  and 
applied  warm,  will  prove  a  very  soothing  application. 

In  infiammation  of  the  mamma^  I  have  found  the  warm  stramo- 
nium poultice  a  valuable  discutient. 

In  hemorrhoids^  the  bruised  leaves  in  some  cases,  in  other  cases 
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the  warm  poultice,  have  proved  the  most  valuable  remedy  I  have 
ever  tried. 

The  disease  to  which  I  wish  most  particularly  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  my  medical  brethren,  and  for  which  the  stramonium  is  the 
most  valuable  remedy  which  I  have  known  to  be  used,  is  a  sequela 
of  the  fevers  of  southern  climates  and  an  almost  universal  attendant 
of  the  intermittents  of  this  section  of  country.  I  mean  the  enlarge- 
metU  of  the  tpUen^  or  ague  cake,  as  it  is  generally  termed.  The 
immense  size  which  this  viscus  attains  is  hardly  known  to  practi- 
tioners in  northern  climates.  The  rapidity  of  its  growth  is  truly 
astonishing  ;  and  although  it  occasionally,  without  any  direct  means, 
diminishes  in  size,  so  as  to  be  no  longer  troublesome  to  the  patient, 
it  generally  proves  very  difficult  to  remove,  and  is  very  grievous  to 
the  person  afflicted  therewith.  I  first  saw  this  disease  in  Batavia, 
10  the  year  1804  ;  the  treatment  I  then  recommended  was  that  usu- 
ally prescribed  for  chronic  hepatitis.  Since  my  residence  in  this 
part  of  our  country,  I  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  treating 
this  disease  in  the  manner  thus  practised.  In  some  cases  I  have 
been  successful,  in  many  I  have  failed.  For  the  last  three  years,  I 
have  had  recourse  to  the  stramonium.  Externally  applied^  I  am 
warranted  in  saying  that  the  leaves,  wilted  by  boiling  water  and  ap- 
plied as  a  poultice  over  the  enlarged  spleen,  as  warm  as  tlie  patient 
can  bear,  and  renewed  night  and  morning,  will,  if  persevered  in, 
completely  remove  the  disease.  It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the 
bowels  open,  by  taking  a  small  portion  of  Epsom  salts  every 
night.  By  tliis  means,  I  have  not  failed  to  remove  the  disease  in  a 
few  days,  in  recent  cases ;  those  of  long  standing  will  require  perse- 
verance in  the  remedy  for  several  weeks.  In  the  following  cases, 
a  small  variation  in  tlie  treatment  was  rendered  necessary  from  pe- 
culiar circumstances. 

On  the  9th  of  September  last,  I  was  called  to  see  G.  D.,  a  man 
of  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  found  him  labouring  under  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  spleen,  which  extended  nearly  down  to  the  ilium,  and 
across  the  abdomen,  two  inches  to  the  right  of  the  umbilicus,  and, 
as  well  as  I  could  judge,  the  tl)ickness  was  fully  three  inches.  The 
disease  had  existed  for  several  years,  but  had  given  no  particular  un- 
easiness except  from  its  bulk,  until  four  days  ago,  when  inflammation, 
accompanied  with  great  pain  and  soreness  of  the  abdomen,  had  en- 
sued.    He  had  bled  himself  freely  and  had  applied  a  large  blister 
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without  relief;  the  pain  was  very  acute  at  night,  in  the  morning  it 
abated. 

R.  Sal.  Epsom.  3  iii. ;  Sal.  Nitri,  3  ii. ;  mix ;  dissolve  in  3  viii. 
of  water: — a  table  spoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour,  until  the 
bowels  are  freely  operated  upon.  Afterwards  take  a  pill  contain- 
ing three  grains  of  opium  and  two  grains  of  tartar  emetic.  These 
medicines  to  be  continued  every  day,  until  the  pain  be  removed. 
The  stramonium  poultice  to  be  applied  night  and  morning. 

On  the  16th  I  again  saw  my  patient— the  spleen  was  no  longer  to 
be  felt — the  abdomen  free  from  pain  and  soreness— colic  pains  were 
troublesome  for  several  days  after  this  time. 

On  the  same  9th  of  September,  I  was  called  to  a  child  of  R.  W., 

three  years  old — she  complained  of  pain  and  soreness  of  the  belly 

the  spleen  occupied  as  much  space  as  in  the  former  case.  There 
being  some  symptoms  of  worms  I  directed  the  following  combina- 
tion. R.  Calomel,  gr.  vi.  Gambogi.  gr.  vi. ;  mix ;  divide  into 
six  equal  portions — one  to  be  taken  night  and  morning  in  syrup. 
The  stramonium  poultice  to  be  applied  night  and  morning.  On  the 
16th  the  child  was  free  from  complaint — the  spleen  not  to  be  felt. 

The  theoretical  speculations  of  one  living  in  so  remote  a  section 
of  our  country  would  fail  to  interest  those  living  within  the  focus  of 
theory.     I  therefore  content  myself  with  the  bare  relation  of  facts. 

The  above  paper  from  our  distant  correspondent,  although  con- 
taining little  that  is  strictly  new,  promises,  as  he  observes,  to  be  very 
valuable  in  some  sections  of  our  extended  country,  and  may  be  use- 
ful to  every  one,  in  recalling  attention  to  the  powers  of  the  stramo- 
nium, once  so  famous  and  now  comparatively  neglected.  Smoking 
the  dried  leaves,  or  seeds,  has  often  relieved  the  paroxysm  of  asthma  ; 
but  practical  men  have  declared,  that  permanent  relief  is  not  afford- 
ed, and  moreover  that  very  decided  injur}*  has  ensued, — the  parox- 
ysms returning  more  frequently  and  the  disease  sooner  terminating 
unfavourably.  On  this  point  we  would  fix  the  attention  of  our  ex- 
perienced readers  and  request  the  result  of  their  observations. 

Of  the  efficacy  of  stramonium  in  hemorrhoidal  tumours,  we  have 
had  satisfactory  personal  experience  ;  having  prescribed  the  soft  ex- 
tract as  a  local  application,  some  years  since,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Professor  Gibson,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

How  far  the  external  use  of  this  narcotic  plant  contributed  to  the 
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iMOVwy  of  the  above  deteiled  caiM  of  mkrged  spleen  may  be 
•qoeitkNied.  We  regret  that  a  more  ffall  account  of  theee  and  of 
other  eane,  ^^parentlj  in  the  poceMJon  of  our  aothor,  was  not 
ghrea.  For  agreeably  to  our  views  of  the  pathdogy  of  such  affiMs- 
lioM  and  from  what  we  have  seen  of  their  treatmoit,  we  should  attri- 
Imte  modi  more  efikacy  to  the  internal  alterative  and  pui|^tive 
nie&ines  admimstned  than  to  theeiternalapplioation  of  the  stramo- 
ahun.  Enlarged  livers  and  qrieens,.  the  eequebB  of  intermittent 
ftven,  unfiNrtunaldtf  to  be  observed  here  during  the  last  four  years, 
as  weD  as  to  the  south,  appeiur  to  be  dependent  on  two  causes, — 
irst  the  simple  detention,  or  passive  congestion,  of  the  lai^e  venous 
vessels  of  these  viscera,  belonging  as  is  wdlknoir^  to  the  portal  sys- 
tem, and  secondly  OD  a  chronic,  or  sob-acute,  inflammation  of  a  very 
mild  character,  as  the  caiise  or  the  result  (we  believe,  the  result)  of 
dwtnrjgescence  of  its*  vess^  To  unloadthe  (fistended  vascular  ap- 
paratus of  the  liver  and  qileen,  what  practice  promises  to  be  more 
efflcadons  than  a  course  of  catharties  and  alterative  remedies;  as 
antimony  and  calondr-all  of  which  increase  the  secretions  of  the 
Kver,  pancreas,  stomach,  and  intestines,  and  thus  operate  aspower- 
lU  and  direct  evacuants  from  the  very  system  of  vessds  invdved  in 
the  disease?  and  are  not  the  same  remedies  valuable  in  removing, 
on  the  same  prindples,  the  chronic  inflammation,  the  cause  or  the 
consequence  of  the  distention  ? — ^We  think,  that  experience  decid- 
edly confirms  these  views  and  this  treatment ;  to  be  assisted,  often 
very  materially,  by  other  parts  of  the  antiphlogistic  course — parti- 
.  cularly  by  cups  and  leeches — and  also  when  there  is  much  pain  or 
soreness  by  fomentations,  among  which  the  hot  wilted  leaves  of  the 
stramonium  may  be  peculiarly  advantageous.  The  sudden  disap- 
pearance of  the  hypochondriac  tumours,  noticed  by  our  correspon- 
dent as  well  as  by  ourselves  and  others,  cannot  we  think  be  explain- 
ed on  any  other  supposition,  than  that  such  tume&ctions  are  mainly 
the  result  of  venous  engorgement  and  of  course  may  be  dissipated 
as  soon  as  the  vesseb  can  be  directly  or  indirectly  unloaded. 

ED. 
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Article  IV. — A  DescAption  of  a  Peculiar  Ulcerated  State  of  the 
Scrotum  which  had  been  ndstakenfor  a  MaUgnant  Dieorder  4^  the 
Teetide.    By  J.  Rahdolph,  M.D. 

I  tm  induced  to  publish  the  history  of  the  following  case,  from  a 
belief  of  its  being  of  so  rare  occurrence  as  to  have  escaped  the  no- 
tice of  surgical  writers,  at  least  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted.  Dr 
Physick  informs  me  that  he  has  seen  in  the  course  of  his  practice  four 
similar  cases,  all  occurring  in  foreigners. 

On  the  17th  of  September  1827,  Mr ,  aged  thirty  years, 

attached  to  the  United  States  navy,  arrived  in  Philadelphia  and 
presented  himself  to  Dr  Physick  and  myself  under  the  following 
circumstances.  He  informed  us  that  he  had  been  upon  a  cruise  of 
twelve  months  in  the  Greek  Archipelfigo  and  arrived  in  port  Ma- 
bon  about  the  7th  of  May,  at  which  time  he  first  perceived  an  en- 
largement of  the  left  testicle  accompanied  with  some  slight  inflam- 
mation and  a  disagreeable  sensation  in  the  spermatic  cord.  The 
BweUing  continued  nearly  stationary,  being  very  hard  and  without 
much  pain,  until  he  arrived  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  about  which  time  the  tumefaction  and  inflammation  increased 
considerably.  Previous  to  his  arrival  in  the  West  Indies,  leeches 
had  been  twice  applied  without  producing  any  change  for  the  bet- 
ter. A  few  days  after  his  arrival  an  evident  fluctuation  could  be 
felt  about  the  middle  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  scrotum  over  the 
testicle,  and  when  apparently  nearly  ready  to  ulcerate,  the  surgeon 
of  the  vessel  made  two  small  punctures  from  which  about  a  table 
spoonful  of  very  tliick  matter  was  discharged.  From  this  time  un- 
til the  beginning  of  August  a  thin  discharge  was  kept  up  through 
the  openings.  lie  now  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  being  in 
Richmond,  Virginia,  on  the  10th  of  this  month  an  ulceration  of  the 
scrotum  took  place  near  the  punctures,  which  soon  after  joined  an 
ulceration  formed  where  the  punctures  had  been' made,  constituting 
one  large  ulcerated  cavity  exhibiting  at  its  bottom  a  white  substance 
of  considerable  thickness.  There  was  at  this  time  a  continual  and 
large  discharge  of  fetid  matter.  During  Mr 's  stay  in  Rich- 
mond, he  consulted  a  respectable  medical  gentleman  of  that  place, 
who  deceived  by  the  hardness  of  the  tumor  and  the  unfavourable  ap- 
pearance of  the  ulcer,  believed  it  to  possess  a  malignant  character 
and  proposed  its  extirpation.     For  some  particular  reasons  the  pa- 
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lient  was  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  openttion  there  ;  but  tleterniined'^ 
with  the  ad?ice  of  liis  physician  to  come  on  to  Philadelphia  and  have 
the  operation  performed  b;  Dr  Phvsick.  He  accordingly  arrived 
in  this  city,  as  1  have  already  said,  on  the  17th.  I  candidly  admit 
that  on  my  first  seeing  the  condition  of  the  parts,  1  was  much  dis- 
posed to  entertain  a  similar  belief  respecting  the  mahgnancy  of  the 
disease  with  the  gentleman  who  had  seen  it  in  Richmond,  and  sup- 
posed an  operation  would  he  necessary  for  its  removal ;  but,  fortu- 
nately for  the  patient,  Dr  Physick'h  more  valuable  and  extensive 
experience  taught  him  better ;  he  informed  me,  as  I  have  before 
mentioned,  that  he  liad  met  with  four  similar  cases  of  the  same  dis- 
order, and  had  succeeded  in  effecting  a  cure  in  each  of  them.  At  this 
time  the  ulcer  occupied  about  one  third  of  the  anterior  face  of  the 
scrotum ;  its  edges  were  thick,  smooth,  and  rounded  in  some  places, 
and  jagged  in  others ;  its  bottom  was  completely  invested  with  a 
mass  of  coagulating  lymph  about  one  fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness, 
of  an  elastic,  tough,  fibrous  nature,  resomblinn  very  much  the  sub- 
stance of  which  arteries  are  composed,  as  has  been  observed  by  Mr 
HtfNTER  of  coagulating  lymph  wherever  it  has  been  completely  de- 
prived of  its  serum  by  pressure,  nn  eflect  produced  in  this  instance 
by  lite  compression  of  the  integuments  caused  by  the  distention  and 
swelling  previous  to  the  ulceration.  This  lymph  extended  in  some 
directions  for  a  considerable  distance  ujider  the  sound  integuments, 
adhering  for  the  most  part  very  lirmly  to  the  surface  of  the  granula- 
tions underneath;  butin  other  placeswhentheedgesofthe  ulcer  were 
separated,  it  was  withdrawn,  audits  elasticity  was  such  as  to  raise  it 
up  and  cause  it  to  project  a  distance  of  half  an  inch  or  more,  and  it 
might  be  and  indeed  was  mistaken  for  fungous  granulations  coming 
up  from  the  substance  of  the  testicle  or  tunica  vaginalis.  The  tes- 
ticle at  this  time  appeared  to  be  considerably  larger  than  its  fellow, 
which  retained  its  natural  size  and  was  not  implicated  in  the  dis- 
order ;  it  was  hard  to  'be  feel,  and  handling  it  occasioned  but  lillle 
pain;  tlic  cord  was  also  enlarged  and  rather  more  painful.  The 
scrotum  and  integuments  were  a  good  deal  inflamed,  in  part  proba- 
bly owing  to  his  journey.  It  was  impossible  in  this  case  to  assign 
any  evident  cause  for  the  appearance  of  the  disease,  the  patient 
could  not  recollect  that  he  ever  had  received  a  hurt  of  any  kind  in 
the  part,  neither  could  it  be  nttributed  to  any  venereal  taint.  It  may 
be  proper  to  mention  that  ho  had  suflered  several  severe  attacks  of 
pleurisy  which  left  him  a  distressing  cough,  and  his  extremities  w 
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also  affected  with  rheumatism.  From  the  appearances  of  the  ulcer 
which  I  have  just  described,  it  will  be  perceived  that  it  partook  very 
much  of  an  indolent  character,  and  consequently  the  local  applica- 
tions which  were  made  to  it  were  such  as  would  have  a  tendency 
to  effect  the  change  necessary  for  its  cure,  considered  with  refer- 
ence to  this  particular  kind  of  ulcer. 

TVeatment, — The  patient's  diet  was  directed  more  in  regard  to  his 
cough  than  the  affection  of  the  scrotum  ;  he  was  requested  to  live 
principally  upon  rice  and  the  more  nutritious  vegetable  articles. 
All  stimulating  drinks  were  prohibited.  Five  drops  of  the  liq.  ar- 
senical. Fowieri  were  prescribed  to  be  taken  twice  a  day,  he  was 
requested  to  keep  the  scrotum  carefuUy  suspended,  and  a  carrot 
poultice  was  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  ulcer.  After  continuing 
the  carrot  poultice  for  some  time,  and  occasionally  sprinkling  the 
surface  of  the  ulcer  with  carbon,  ammonie*,  I  succeeded  in  detach- 
ing the  lymph  from  the  granulations  below  in  parts  of  the  ulcer  which 
were  exposed ;  but,  inasmuch  as  this  substance  extended  for  some 
distance  underneath  the  sound  integuments,  in  order  to  get  at  this, 
on  the  5th  of  October  a  portion  of  the  scrotum  covering  the  upper 
part  of  the  ulcer  of  about  half  an  inch  in  breadth  was  removed  in  the 
direction  of  the  penis.  The  carrot  poultice  was  then  continued  on 
the  parts  thus  exposed.  On  the  12th  I  changed  the  carrot  poultice 
for  a  bread  and  milk  poultice  :  afler  continuing  these  for  some  time 
finding  the  separation  very  slow,  I  applied  the  powdered  arsenious 
acid  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  tlie  white  arsenic  to  five  parts  of 
flower  of  sulphur.  As  soon  as  the  parts  destroyed  by  the  escharotic 
sloughed  off,  I  reapplied  it. 

Under  this  treatment,  I  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  ulcer 
very  gradually  change  its  character :  in  those  parts  where  the  granu- 
lations were  exposed  they  assumed  a  much  more  healthful  aspect ; 
other  portions  of  the  scrotum  were  removed  in  parts  covered  by  the 
lymph.  As  soon  as  this  substance  was  completely  gotten  rid  of,  I  ap- 
plied with  good  effect  a  preparation  much  used  by  Dr  Physick, 
made  by  steeping  rubigo  ferri  in  nitric  acid  and  then  drying  itf. 
Af\er  tliis  tlie  applications  were  varied  from  poultices  to  Mahy's 


*  Dr  PiiYsicK  has  used  this  article  with  considerable  advantage  in  the  treat- 
ment of  tliis  particular  kind  of  ulcer,  both  in  the  form  of  powder  and  fumigation. 

t  Dr  PfiYsicK  hat  also  been  in  the  habit  of  employing  thb  preparation  with 
much  good  effect  as  an  application  to  obstinate  chancres. 
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plaaler,  timpla  cerate,  &c.  Early  in  December  llic  swelliBg  ■Ao' 
hardness  enlirety  disappeared  liotli  from  the  testicle  nnd  spemiKtic 
cord,  and  in  a  week  or  iwo  QJlcrwards  the  ulcer  was  perfectly  healed 
up-  During  the  progress  towards  a  euro,  two  ainuaes  formed  ■.  one 
which  extended  in  a  horizontal  direction  1  kid  open,  and  touched 
the  surfaces  with  the  nitrate  of  silver  ;  to  ilie  other  which  extended 
downward  1  applied  ihe  arsenic  with  entire  success. 

With  respect  to  the  use  of  Uie  araenious  acid  as  an  external  appli- 
cation I  would  observe,  that  soon  allcr  engaging  in  the  practice  of 
my  profession  1  met  with  several  caaea  of  obstinate  ulcerations  which 
had  resisted  all  the  usual  applications  employed  for  their  cure,  and 
were  finally  treated  in  the  most  successful  manner  by  the  use  of  tbta 
article.  From  aknowledge  of  these  cases  I  was  disposed  to  seta  hia;ii 
value  upon  the  article  as  a  remedial  agent,  and  was  not  a  little  dis- 
appointed to  find,  upon  consulting  various  authors,  the  many  well 
attested  facts  and  experiments  which  go  to  shew  the  deleterious  cir- 
cumstances which  have  resulted  from  its  employment  both  internally 
and  externally.  It  appears  from  the  experiments  and  investigations 
of  Mr  Bhodie,  that  death  has  been  produced  more  rapidly  from  the 
external  application  of  arsenic  to  an  abraded  part  than  when  ad- 
ministered internally,  that  the  intlammalion,  which  is  confined 
to  the  stomach  and  intestines,  is  more  violent  from  its  external  ap- 
plication, and  (hat  ibis  inllammatinn  lakes  place  before  any  inHam- 
mation  of  the  wound,  Mr  Hcstbk  and  Sir  Evebakd  Home  prov- 
ed the  same  fact  by  an  experiment  made  prior  to  Mr  Bkodib's. 
That  the  most  injurious  consequences  may  arise  from  the  improper 
employment  of  active  remedial  agents  is  not  a  proper  subject  for  dis- 
cussion at  the  present  day  :  if  any  evidence  were  necessary  upon  this 
point,  it  might  be  most  unhappily  furnished  by  the  very  article  in 
question  as  it  is  used  by  empirics.  Neither  would  I  consider  it  de- 
corous to  doubt  the  validity  of  the  interesting  cases  mentioned  by 
Desoranbes,  Roc%,  Sir  Astlev  Coofeb,  and  others,  in  which  death 
would  seem  to  have  resulted  from  the  external  application  of  arsenic, 
when  employed  by  those  competent  to  direct  it  properly.  1  would 
here  only  observe,  that  the  above  is  contrary  to  all  (he  information 
which  I  have  been  able  to  collect  personally  upon  this  subject,  and 
in  direct  opposition  (o  my  own  experience,  which  has  been  not  s  little 
in  the  use  of  this  article.  There  is  perhaps  no  person  who  has 
made  a  more  successful  and  general  use  of  the  external  application 
of  arsenic  than  Dr  Piiysice,  and  he  informs  me  (hat  he  has  never 
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in  the  whole  course  of  his  practice  seen  it  productive  of  the  injurious 
consequences  which  I  have  mentioned.  Sir  Everard  Hon,  in  his 
work  on  ulcers,  under  the  head  of  ^^  ulcers  which  yield  to  the  use  of 
arsenic,"  says,  ^^  it  is  however  a  medicine  that  may  be  used  with 
safety,  both  internally  and  externally,  in  many  diseased  ulcers,  with 
the  greatest  advantage." 

Dr  Paris,  in  his  valuable  work  on  Pharmacologia,  states  that 
^^  LioNARDo  Di  Capo  relates  the  case  of  a  child  killed  by  the  violent 
vomiting  and  purging  arising  from  a  slight  wound  made  in  the  head 
by  a  comb  wet  with  oil  in  which  -  arsenic  had  been  infused  for  the 
purpose  of  killing  vermin."  Now  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  more  re- 
markable that  death  should  occur  in  consequence  of  a  wound  made 
in  the  head  by  the  teeth  of  a  comb,  unassisted  by  the  arsenic,  than 
that  the  most  dreadful  symptoms  should  arise  in  consequence  of  the 
prick  of  a  thorn  upon  the  finger,  or  that  death  should  ensue  from  a 
scratch  upon  the  thumb  from  an  oyster  shell,  both  which  circum- 
stances I  have  known  to  occur*. 


Article  V. — Case  of  Incipient  Phthisis^  in  wMch  Digitalis  tMU 
successfully  employed.  Reported  in  a  letter  to  one  of  the  Edi- 
tors by  Samuel  B.  Smith,  M.D.  Surgeon  in  the  United  States 
Army. 

Fort  Delaware,  Feb.  1,  1828. 

Sir, 
The  following  case,  taken  from  my  public  journal,  adds  one  more  to 

the  many  interesting  proofs  we  possess  of  the  occasional  efficacy  of 

digitalis  in  removing  incipient  phthisis. 

Fitzgerald,  a  recruit,  aged  twenty-one  years,  was  assigned  to  t 
company  of  artillery,  stationed  at  Fort  Delaware,  in  May  1827, 


*  These  observations  embrace  the  question  of  Endermic  Medication,  now  agi- 
tated by  the  profession,  particularly  in  France.  We  would  refer  our  readert,  for 
the  present,  to  the  facts  collected  by  ui  in  Vol.  II.  of  this  Journal,  p.  178,  and 
Vol.  III.  p.  189,  and  also  to  Dr  Hora'a  paper  in  the  pretent  number. 

ED. 

Vol.  v.— No.  10,  April  1828.  34 
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He  had  a  graceful  form,  but  a  slender  constitution,  indicated  by  a  fair 
complexion,  with  mild  blue  eyes  and  very  black  hair,  a  long  neck 
and  narrow  chest.  No  suspicion  however  was  entertained,  at  the 
time  of  his  admission  into  the  company,  that  he  was  particularly  lia- 
ble to  scrofulous  or  pulmonic  diseases. 

A  short  time  afler  he  was  first  engaged  on  guard  duties,  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  his  left  breast  and  a  slight  cough.  As  the  pulse 
was  hard  and  quick,  he  was  bled,  directed  to  take  an  infusion  of 
senna  and  manna,  to  be  blistered  on  the  chisst  and  to  drink  freely 
of  flaxseed  mucilage.  He  returned  to  duty  in  a  few  days  in  his 
usual  health.  When  under  this  first  treatment,  he  informed  the  sur- 
geon that  he  had  long  been  in  a  delicate  state  of  health — subject  to 
repeated  attacks  of  catarrh  which  gave  more  or  less  pain  in  the 
chest ;  that  on  two  occasions  (one  of  which  was  recent)  he  had  rau- 
cous expectoration  streaked  with  blood,  and  that  he  had  thereby  been 
induced  to  abandon  a  sedentary  occupation  for  the  active  duties 
of  a  soldier. 

Towards  the  close  of  July  1827,  the  garrison  left  Fort  Delaware 
and  encamped,  for  some  weeks,  at  the  southern  extremity  of  New 
Jersey,  on  the  beach  near  Gape  May. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  August,  Fitzgerald  was  reported  ill, 
and  removed  to  the  hospital  tents.  He  had  been  taken  with  a  se- 
vere chill  in  the  night  and  tlience  concluded  that  it  was  an  ague, 
but  other  symptoms  following  soon  after  declared  the  disease  to  be 
pneumony.  The  pulse  was  unusually  active  and  hard;  the  face 
highly  flushed ;  the  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  to  these  were  added  head- 
ach,  furred  tongue,  acute  pain  in  the  left  lung,  and  incessant 
cough  without  expectoration.  He  was  immediately  bled  ten  ounces 
and  ordered  a  brisk  cathartic  of  neutral  salts.  He  was  bled  daily 
eight  ounces  from  the  4th  to  tlie  14th,  and  purged  with  calomel, 
soap  and  rhubarb  every  second  day  for  the  same  period.  This  con- 
tinued abstraction  of  blood  was  imperative,  in  consequence  of  the 
presence  of  inflammation  and  acute  pain  in  the  throat.  The  quan- 
tity of  blood  drawn  inipht  have  been  taken  in  a  few  hours  in  many 
cases  with  advantage,  hut  this  man  was  peculiarly  organized  and 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  prostration,  especially  as  ex- 
pectoration might  be  profuse.  On  the  11th  a  large  blister  was  ap- 
plied over  the  chest,  and  during  the  prevalence  of  fever  he  drank 
freely  of  flaxseed  lemonade  in  which  mo<1erate  portions  of  nitre  and 
tartar  emetic  were  dissolved.     The  blood  first  drawn  denoted  vio- 
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lent  membranous  inflammation  and  it  continued  to  be  bufiy  until 
the  4th  when  it  ceased.  Pain  and  fever  lefl  him  on  the  evening  of 
that  day,  but  mucous  expectoration  was  very  great,  being  upwards 
of  nineteen  ounces  in  thirteen  hours.  Pectoral  mixtures  containing 
opium,  rich  wine  whey  and  nourishing  broths  during  eight  days  ren- 
dered him  sufficiently  convalescent  to  walk  abroad.  He  continued 
to  improve  in  strength  until  the  2d  of  September,  when,  afler  un- 
avoidable exposure,  he  was  taken  with  quotidian  intermittent,  which 
yielded,  on  the  8th,  to  sulphate  of  quinine  and  opium.  This  inter- 
mittent led  to  very  serious  consequences,  causing  a  return  of  pain  in 
the  chest,  an  increase  of  cough  and  expectoration  which  had  before 
nearly  subsided,  and  a  distinctly  marked  fever  every  evening.  The 
discharge  from  the  lungs  (which  had  been  simple  mucus)  assumed  a 
heavier  and  more  purulent  appearance.  Calomel,  opium,  and 
squills,  agreeably  to  the  usual  formuloe,  were  prescribed  with  a  view 
to  ptyalism,  and  the  patient  lefl  for  some  time  under  the  charge  of 
an  intelligent  assistant  who  had  earnest  injunctions  not  to  alter  his 
medicines.  When  the  surgeon  returned  to  the  garrison  on  the  25th, 
a  fearful  change  had  taken  place.  The  face  was  angular  from  the 
contraction  of  the  muscles  ;  the  lips  pale  and  flabby ;  the  eyes  lan- 
guid ;  respiration  painful  and  humid.  Expectoration  difficult ;  the 
pulse  small,  quick,  weak  and  intermitting ;  and  cold  clammy  sweats, 
afler  short  hectic  paroxysms,  completed  the  melancholy  catalogue. 
A  full  opiate  was  given  in  strong  warm  brandy  toddy,  and  frictions 
of  hot  brine  and  brandy  were  freely  applied  for  several  hours  to  the 
skin  generally.  These  gave  some  relief,  and  he  enjoyed  compara- 
tive repose  during  the  greater  part  of  the  night.  Consumption,  so 
anxiously  apprehended  and  so  faithfully  contended  against,  was  now 
uneciuivocally  established.  The  case  seemed  hopeless,  and  the  at- 
tending surgeon  became  anxious  and  embarrassed ;  mercury  had 
already  proved  absolutely  pernicious,  and  most  of  the  known  reme- 
dies could  only  be  expected  to  act  as  palliatives  and  that  for  a  short 
period.  Afler  serious  inquietude,  digitalis  and  opium  were  selected 
as  a  forlorn  hope.  They  were  completely  successful.  A  rigid  milk 
and  mush  diet  was  adopted  and  a  strict  regard  to  an  unvarying  tem- 
perature of  the  ward  enforced.  The  whole  chest  was  again  blister- 
ed and  the  subjoined  prescription  exhibited  every  four  hours. 
R.  Pulv.  Digitalis  purp.  gr.  i, 

Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  i- 

Pulv.  Zingiber,  gr.  v. — M. 
Mucilaginous  drinks  were  freely  given,  and  frictions  of  hot  brioe 
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snd  brandy  made  upon  I  lie  sides  and  u|^r  extremities 
Tbe  medicines  were  increased, on  the  3d  of  October,  tobatfagiain 
each,  and  continued  with  great  regularity  every  six  hours  until  the 
S4th  of  October,  when  they  were  raised  to  one  grain  each.  This 
quantity  caused  slight  convulsive  twitchings  and  prevented  sleep. 
The  half  ^rain  doses  were  therefore  resumed  and  persevered  m  un- 
til he  returned  to  duty. 

The  first  visible  favourable  ioipreasion  made  by  the  digitalis  was 
the  cessation  of  the  cold,  hectic  perspirations-  These  ceased  in  « 
few  days  afler  its  first  exhibition.  In  thirty  days  sucb  a  change  had 
been  effected  in  his  state  as  to  leave  no  reasonable  doubt  of  ulti- 
mate permanent  relief.  At  that  time  the  pulse  was  regular,  tempe- 
rate and  comparatively  full.  The  features  had  lost  their  unpleasing 
contraction.  The  eyes  and  countenance  were  animated.  Respi- 
ration less  painful.  The  cough  greatly  abated  and  the  expectora- 
tion sensibly  diminished  in  quantity  and  improved  in  aspect.  On 
the  ]6lh  of  November  all  pain,  cough  and  expectoration  had  en- 
tirely ceased  :  and  he  remained  a  pleasingand  memorable  instance  of 
redemption  from  imminent  pulmonic  danger  by  the  use  of  digitalis. 


I 


Aktii^e  Vi. — Experimental  Inquiry  on  Ihe  Infiwrie*  of  the 
mo-Gaatrie  Nenea.     By  Edwauq  R-  Ware,  of  Georgia. 

There  is  nothing  more  frequently  praised  than  the  certainty  of 
the  evidence  of  natural  truths.  Each  writer  in  his  turn  thinks  his 
discoveries  completely  established,  and  arrays  his  alleged  facts  in  an 
apparently  resistless  phalanx.  But  almost  every  one  who  elicits 
novelties  ia,  in  spite  of  his  confidence,  subjected  to  controversy  and 
contradiction.  His  facts  are  denied,  his  experiments  refuted,  his 
concluaions  declared  inadmissible,  and  his  veracity  and  philosopbi' 
cal  honesty  called  into  question.  These  reflections  wer*  sug^sled 
by  a  perusal  of  the  written  conflict  respecting  the  influence  of  Ihe 
eighth  pair  of  nerves  on  digestion.  The  experiments  of  WiLsojf 
Philip,  illustrative  of  the  influence  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves  on 
respiration  and  digestion,  have  been  subsequently  repeated  by  an 
English  writer,  BitouonTON,  and  results  diametrically  opposite  been 
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reported.  In  order  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  cause  of  such  dis- 
crepancy, and,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  the  truth,  free  from  all  bias 
or  prepossession,  I  instituted  the  following  course  of  experiments, 
assisted  by  Dr  J.  H.  Finlet  and  others  of  my  medical  friends. 

Expcrifneni  1. 

After  causing  two  rabbits  of  the  same  age  and  size  to  fast  for  the 
space  of  sixteen  hours,  I  gave  them  as  much  parsley  as  they  would 
eat.  One  of  them  I  set  at  liberty.  In  the  case  of  the  other  I  divided 
the  nerves  of  the  eighth  pair,  about  midway  in  the  neck.  The  divi- 
sion was  immediately  followed  by  difficult  respiration,  soon  attended 
with  a  croaking  noise,  and  gradually  increased  until  death  superven- 
ed ;  which  happened  in  six  hours  and  a  half  after  the  operation.  The 
other  rabbit  was  then  killed ;  and  a  comparative  examination  made. 
The  stomach  of  the  one  subjected  to  the  operation  was  much  dis- 
tended, the  general  mass  of  food  had  undergone  but  little  change ; 
that  part  which  was  in  contact  with  the  parietes  of  the  stomach 
was  altered  in  colour,  and  somewhat  in  consistence,  resembling  par- 
tially digested  matter.  The  central  parts  retained  their  natural  co- 
lour and  odour,  and  resembled  finely  chopped  parsley.  The  lungs 
were  largely  engorged  with  blood,  but  did  not  sink  in  water.  The 
trachea  and  air  cells  contained  a  frothy  fluid.  The  stomach  of  the 
rabbit  not  operated  on  was  hard  and  contracted,  and  about  half  the 
size  of  that  of  the  other.  That  part  of  digestion  confided  to  the 
stomach  was  comparatively  completed ;  for  though  all  the  contents 
had  not  passed  out  at  the  pylorus,  yet  what  remained  was  a  uniform 
chymous  mass,  more  compact  and  dry  at  the  pyloric  than  towards 
the  central  or  cardiac  portions.  This  experiment  was  satisfactory 
and  conclusive,  and  was  followed  by  six  others  of  a  similar  nature, 
all  of  which  gave  uniform  results. 

Experiment  2. 

A  half  grown  cat  was  kept  without  food  for  twelve  hours,  and 
then  one  ounce  and  a  half  of  raw  beef  was  given.  In  fifteen  mi- 
nutes after,  I  divided  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves.  The  usual  symp- 
toms followed,  difiering«from  those  of  the  last  experiments  only  in 
deirrec ;  respiration  was  deep,  .slow,  and  laborious,  attended  with 
a  croaking  noise,  and  apparent  eftbrts  to  vomit,  which  continued 
to  increase  for  ten  hours,  when  firom  the  great  distress  and  prostra- 
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tkm  I  was  induced  to  kill  it  Upon  examination  no  change  was 
perceptible  in  the  fix>d,  except  in  Uie  circumference,  which  had  lost 
its  li?id  hue^  and  resembled  beef  shortly  after  being  placed  in  warm 
water.  It  had  lost  nothing  in  weight.  The  lungs  were  engorged 
with  blood — and  the  trachea  filled  with  frothy  fluid  slightly  tinged 
with  blood.    This  experiment  was  also  confirmed  by  one  other. 

Experiment  3. 

Having  cansed  two  rabbits  of  the  same  age  and  size  to  fast  for 
sixteen  hohrs,  I  allowed  them  as  much  cabbage  as  they  could  eat, 
after  which  I  made  a  section  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves  in  each. 
One  I  set  at  liberty.  The  other,  the  hair  being  shaved,  on  either 
side,  firom  the  region  of  the  stomach,  I  submitted  to  the  influence  of 
a  galvanic  trough,  containing  fifty  pair  of  four  inch  plates — the  in- 
tervals being  filled  with  sulphuric  acid  and  water,  in  the  proportion 
of  one  of  acid  to  sixty  of  water.  A  gentle  and  uniform  twitching 
of  the  muscles  of  the  trunk  was  kept  up,  by  the  occasional  addition 
of  acid,  for  six  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  (the  animal  being 
almost  exhausted)  it  was  kDled  by  a  blow  upon  the  occiput.  Ex- 
amination being  made,  the  stomach  was  found  distended  as  in  the 
preceding  experiments:  the  external  part  of  the  contents  was 
changed  in  colour  and  somewhat  in  consistency,  so  as  to  resemble 
a  chjrmous  mass ;  whilst  internally  it  was  as  it  had  been  chewed 
and  swallowed.  The  lungs  were  engorged,  though  not  quite  so 
much  as  usual.  During  the  process,  the  respiration  exhibited  the 
phenomena  seen  in  the  other  cases.  The  trachea  contained  a 
frothy  fluid.  This  animal  eat  nothing  after  the  operation,  and  noth- 
ing was  found  in  the  oesophagus.  In  half  an  hour  after  (six  hours 
and  a  half  after  the  operation)  the  other  rabbit  died  ;  the  stomach 
and  its  contents  resembled  in  every  respect  that  of  the  galvanized 
rabbit.  The  lungs  were  more  largely  engorged  with  blood,  which 
constituted  the  only  apparent  diflerence. 

Experiment  4. 

A  rabbit,  after  fasting,  was  aflbrded  as  much  parsley  as  it  would 
eat ;  when  the  hair  was  shaved  on  the  back,  near  the  region  of  the 
stomach,  and  a  small  plate  of  tin  bound  thereon  :  tlie  eighth  pair  of 
nerves  were  divided,  and  'about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  lower 
section  of  each  coated  witli  tin  foil.     Tlie  tin  foil  and  tin  were  con- 
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nected  with  the  opposite  poles  of  the  galvanic  trpugfa,  and  a  uni- 
form effect  kept  up  for  five  hours  and  a  half,  when  the  animal  died. 
Its  respiration  during  the  process,  the  state  of  its  stomach,  food,  lungs, 
and  trachea,  differed  in  no  particular  from  those  in  the  immediately 
preceding  experiments. 

Experiment  5. 

Two  rabbits  were  caused  to  fast  for  twelve  hours,  when  there  was 
given  as  much  cabbage  as  they  would  eat.  The  one  remained  in 
its  natural  state.  In  the  other  the  pneumo-gastric  nerves  were  di- 
vided and  submitted  to  the  galvanic  power  as  in  the  last  experiment, 
and  a  uniform  effect  was  kept  up  for  seven  hours,  when  the  animal 
died.  Upon  examination  it  was  found  to  differ  in  no  perceptible  de- 
gree from  those  in  which  the  nerves  had  been  divided.  Whilst  the 
stomach  of  the  healthy  rabbit  exhibited  the  contents  diminished  in 
quantity,  and  in  a  completely  chymous  state,  and  in  the  pyloric  por- 
tion comparatively  dry  and  compact. 

These  experiments,  made  with  much  care,  time  and  labour,  serve 
to  shew  the  great  caution  with  which  we  should  receive  the  accounts 
of  even  experimental  inquiries.  They  afford  results  agreeing  with 
those  of  Dr  Philip,  respecting  the  effect  on  digestion  by  the  divi- 
sion of  the  par  vagum ;  for  by  that  section  digestion  is  almost  totally 
arrested  ;  and  although  they  would  indicate  partial  action,  it  is  so 
slight,  that  it  may  be  justly  attributed  to  the  healthy  secretions  of 
the  stomach  poured  out  immediately  preceding  the  operation.  Al- 
though secretion,  the  alleged  cause  and  as  we  believe  the  primum 
mobile  of  chymification,  does  not  cease  after  the  division  of  these 
nerves,  but,  on  the  contrary,  appears  to  be  augmented,  yet,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  incapable  of  changing  food  to  chyme,  it  must  be  morbid. 
Another  apparent  barrier  to  chymification  is  the  deficiency  of  ac- 
tion in  the  muscular  coat  of  the  stomach,  known  from  the  violent 
and  ineffectual  efforts  to  vomit, — symptoms  constant,  and  remarkable, 
particularly  in  cats, — and  as  proved  in  those  rabbits  which  were  per- 
mitted to  eat  af\er  the  operation,  where  food  was  found  in  the  oeso- 
phagus itself.  But  when  we  endeavour  to  institute  the  galvanic  ir- 
ritation for  that  action  carried  on  though  continuous  nerves,  we 
cannot  confirm  either  the  facts  or  conclusions  of  Philip.  Our  re- 
sults are  entirely  contradictory  of  his :  and  we  are  compelled  to 
acknowledge  our  belief  in  the  inaccuracy  of  his  galvanic  experi- 
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menu,  aod  stand  prepared  to  deny  that  there  is  yet  any  good 
sun  tor  believing  in  the  idenlily  of  galvanism  and  the  niyateriottB 
principle  of  life. 

Death,  in  all  the  cases  here  related,  seemed  to  be  caused  rather 
by  the  stale  of  the  lungs  than  by  that  of  the  Btomnch  ;  for  the  en- 
gorgement and  obstruction  in  the  oi^an  of  respiration  put  finally  \a 
entire  slop  to  the  access  of  air  into  the  bronchial  cells,  and  sufioca- 
tion  ensued. 

As  the  object  of  this  essay  was  to  investigate  a  fact  rather  than  on 
opinion,  it  is  neoeasarily  short ;  for  a  few  experiments,  though 
blesome  and  difficult,  have  furnished  results  which  afford 
(unity  for  creating  a  lengthened  dissertation. 
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Articik  Vn. — Cate  of  Chronic  Headaeh  auceesafuUg  Irealed  leitk 
Foirfcr's  Artenical  Solulion.  By  John  C.  Otto,  M.D.  one  of 
the  Physicians  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

1  designed  to  add  to  my  note  to  the  letter  of  Dr  Alexander  on 
the  use  of  arsenic  in  the  case  of  Major  Harris,  contained  in  the 
eighth  number  of  the  North  Americao  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
the  following  case,  but  could  not  place  my  hand  on  it  at  that  time, 

Y.  K.  at  the  age  of  eleven  years,  was  attacked,  without  any  as- 
signable cause,  with  violent  headaeh  that  came  on  daily.  His  con- 
stitution was  good,  and  with  this  exception  he  had  been  unusually 
healthy  through  life.  When  I  first  saw  him,  March  1819,  it  had 
continued  three  years  and  had  been  gradually  progressing  in  TiO' 
tence,  but  he  thought  he  suffered  rather  most  in  summer.  Thera 
had  been  no  respite  to  the  complaint,  except  during  a  few  days  when 
he  was  taking  emetics.  The  paroxysms  did  not  return  at  the  sanra 
hour,  and  could  be  brought  on,  at  any  time,  by  exposure  to  the  sun, 
over  exertion,  putting  on  a  tight  hat,  or  fay  any  thing  that  bound  his 
head  considerably,  which  was  rather  disproportionably  large.  Ulti- 
mately the  attacks  lastedseveral  hours,  but  varied  a  good  deal  both  as 
to  violence  and  duration,  and  were  never  accompanied  by  nausea  or 
fever,  nor  seemed  to  depend  on  anythingthathad  been  eaten.     The 
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pain  was  not  confined  to  a  small  part,  as  is  very  often  the  case  in 
periodical  headach  arising  from  the  cause  of  intermittent  fever,  nor 
like  hemicrania  did  it  occupy  one  side  of  the  head  :  the  forehead  suf- 
fered most  and  was  generally  warm,  but  no  part  was  entirely  exempt 
from  pain.  He  had  taken  very  little  medicine,  for  a  physician  of 
eminence,  in  the  part  of  the  country  from  which  the  family  had  lately 
removed,  gave  an  assurance  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpose,  and 
great  reliance  was  placed  on  his  opinion.  The  parents  were  un- 
willing to  have  recourse  to  any  thing  painfiil,  or  even  disagreeable, 
without  a  prospect  of  benefit.  During  two  years  the  child  continu- 
ed at  school,  but  afterwards  he  was  obliged  to  lay  aside  bis  studies. 
His  case  was  stated  to  me  while  in  attendance  on  his  brother.  I 
represented  to  them  the  impropriety  of  abandoning  him  to  the  ope- 
ration of  nature,  which  had  been  of  no  service,  and  that  it  was  time 
enough  to  despair  of  relief  when  the  resources  of  medicine  had  been 
fairly  tried  and  failed.  Upon  their  consenting  to  his  becoming  my 
patient,  I  directed  five  drops  of  Fowler's  solution  of  arsenic  to  be 
given  him  three  times  a  day.  This  treatment  was  continued  two 
weeks  without  any  improvement  in  his  complaint,  nor  was  any  nau- 
sea, griping,  or  swelling  of  the  eyelids  or  face,  produced.  A  day  or 
two  afterwards,  without  his  taking  any  other  medicine,  he  ceased  to 
be  attacked,  nor  was  there  any  subsequent  return  of  the  disease  for 
two  years,  when  the  family  removed  to  a  distant  part  of  the  country 
to  live,  and  I  have  not  heard  from  him  since.  He  was  directed  to 
be  particular  to  avoid  all  exciting  causes,  to  keep  his  bowels  c/pen, 
and  to  use  but  little  animal  food.  As  the  good  effects  of  medicine 
are  not  always  immediate,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  the  arsenical 
solution  ought  to  be  considered  as  having  been  instrumental  in  re- 
lieving him. 


Article  VIII. — Observations  an  Affections  of  the  Mamma^  liable 
to  be  misiakenfor  Cancer.  By  Joseph  Parrish,  M.D.  one  of  the 
Surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  l:Iospital. 

From  much  experience  in  cancerous  afiections  of  the  breast,  I 
have  been  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  derangements  of  structure  in 
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that  organ,  of  a  nature  comparatively  innocent,  are  often  mistaken 
for  scirrlius.  Not  a  little  of  the  success  which  has  been  attributed 
to  surgical  treatment  in  this  terrible  complaint,  has,  I  believe,  aris- 
en from  its  direction  to  such  cases.  My  own  opinion  is  that  real 
cancer  is  a  constitutional  affection,  and  that,  in  the  greater  number 
of  instances,  even  extirpation  affords  but  a  slight  chance  of  ultimate 
safety  to  the  patient.  On  a  future  occasion  I  may  perhaps  offer  the 
results  of  my  observation  on  this  point : — at  present  my  object  is  to 
illustrate,  by  a  detail  of  facts,  the  liability  of  the  surgeon  to  misap- 
prehend the  character  of  tumours  in  the  mamma,  and  thus  unneces- 
sarily to  subject  the  female  to  severe  pain,  and  to  a  mutilation  which 
must  always  be  unpleasant,  and  to  a  young  person  oflen  very  incon- 
venient. The  inexperienced  practitioner  may  thus  be  placed  upon 
his  guard,  and  by  learning  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  before  resort- 
ing to  an  operation  in  cases  which  are  at  all  doubtful,  may  save  his 
patient  much  suffering,  and  himself  perhaps  much  mortification  and 
regret.  I  have  always  been  strongly  impressed  with  the  obligation 
under  which  the  surgeon  lies  to  avoid  a  too  hasty  use  of  his  knife ; 
and  have  believed  that  his  skill  is  displayed  less  in  the  mechanical 
performance  of  operations,  than  in  the  employment  of  measures  cal- 
culated to  render  them  unnecessary.  For  my  sentiments  in  this  re- 
spect I  am  greatly  indebted  to  our  distinguished  fellow  citizen,  Dr 
PiiYsicK,  whose  instructions  in  surgery  I  attended  even  before  his 
connection  with  the  University,  and  from  whom,  during  the  prose- 
cution of  my  studies,  and  in  frequent  subsequent  intercourse,  I  have 
derived  information  which  has  proved  highly  useful  to  me,  not  only 
in  the  particular  matter  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  pa- 
per, but  also  in  many  others  connected  with  the  practice  of  my  pro 
fession. 

I  will  begin  by  stating,  that  even  the  natural  structure  of  the  mamma 
may  be  mistaken  for  scirrhus.  Every  practitioner  who  has  often 
been  consulted  in  the  complaints  of  females  must  have  observed, 
•that  in  some  women  there  is  an  unusual  hardness  of  the  breast,  with- 
out any  departure  from  a  perfectly  healthy  condition.  This  hard- 
ness is  occasionally  attended  with  a  lobular  structure  of  the  gland ; 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  young  surgeon  to  confound  this  state 
of  things  with  disease,  and  to  suppose  that  he  is  handling  a  cancer- 
ous tumour,  when  the  parts  are  in  reality  perfectly  sound.  Even 
the  experienced  hand  is  not  always  secure  from  such  a  mistake. 

I  recollect  well  the  case  of  a  lady  of  this  city,  who  came  under    ^ 
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the  care  of  my  lamented  preceptor,  the  late  Dr  Wistar,  and  myself, 
with  pain  in  the  breast.  We  made  repeated  examination,  and 
though  aware  of  the  occasional  hardness  of  tlie  mamma,  were  con- 
vinced that  we  could  feel  a  tumour.  As  the  patient  complained  of 
much  pain,  which  she  referred  to  a  particular  spot,  and  this  spot  co- 
incided with  that  in  which  we  supposed  the  tumour  to  exist,  we  con- 
cluded to  recommend  an  operation.  The  patient  consented:  but  in  the 
mean  time  her  mind  was  so  strongly  impressed  by  a  dream,  in  which 
she  thought  that  a  cure  might  be  effected  by  the  application  of  a  cer- 
tain nostrum,  that  she  was  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  knife  till  the  re- 
medy had  been  tried.  We  were  not  very  reluctant  to  suspend  the 
operation :  and  it  was  agreed  that  she  should  be  allowed  time  to  sa- 
tisfy her  mind.  Not  long  afterwards,  Dr  Wistar  was  attacked  by  the 
illness  of  which  he  died ;  and  the  operation  was  on  this  account  still 
further  delayed.  Sometime  afler  his  death,  I  was  called  in  to  see 
her.  Upon  making  a  strict  investigation  into  her  case,  I  was  now 
convinced  that  the  pain  in  her  breast  arose  from  a  rheumatic  affec- 
tion, and  that  what  had  been  taken  for  a  tumour  was  nothing  more 
than  a  portion  of  the  mamma  unusually  firm.  The  idea  of  an  ope- 
ration was  therefore  relinquished  :  the  pain  gradually  subsided  un- 
der treatment  calculated  for  the  cure  of  rheumatism ;  and,  though 
several  years  have  elapsed,  there  has  been  no  evidence  afforded  of 
the  existence  of  cancerous  disease. 

In  another  case  I  was  ontlie  point  of  committing  an  error  which 
would  have  caused  me  much  uneasiness,  and  which  I  now  mention 
in  the  hope  that  my  experience  may  prove  useful  to  others.  In  the 
year  1819,  1  was  called  to  see  a  young  woman  with  a  small  tumour 
in  her  breast,  which  so  far  presented  the  characters  of  scirrhus, 
that  I  conceived  its  extirpation  advisable.  The  patient  very  wil- 
lingly consented.  At  tlic  time  appointed  I  went  to  the  house  with 
two  of  my  medical  frien<ls,  who  attended  in  order  to  witness  and  as- 
sist  in  the  operation.  Before  proceeding  to  use  the  knife  I  placed 
my  hand  upon  her  breast,  and  was  surprised  to  find,  as  I  thought, 
that  the  tumour  had  much  increased  in  size.  My  friends  who  were 
present  also  examined  it,  and  thought  they  could  feel  a  tumour  of 
considerable  magnitude.  1  had  even  traced  the  course  and  extent 
of  the  proposed  incision  and  was  about  to  commence  the  operation, 
when,  almost  by  accident,  I  touched  the  real  tumour,  which  remain- 
ed exactly  as  when  I  first  examined  it.  I  h^d  mistaken  the  natural 
hardness  of  the  breast  for  scirrhous  induration  :  and  it  may  be  readily 
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eonccif cd  how  painiul  would  have  been  mj  feelings,  had  1  proceed- 
ed as  at  first  proposed,  and,  after  the  operation,  fixind  in  mj  hand 
a  portion  of  the  gland  in  its  natural  state,  while  the  diseased  struc- 
ture reuuuned  untouched. 

So  much  for  the  liability  of  mistaking  a  natural  healthy  condition 
of  the  breast  for  scirrhus.  The  difficulty  of  forming  a  correct  judg- 
ment is  much  increased  when  tumours  reaUy  exist.  It  by  no  means 
follows  that  e? ery  hard,  chronic,  painful  tumour  of  the  mamma  is 
cancerous.  In  the  young  female,  if  the  breast  remain  freely  move* 
able,  and  the  skin  present  the  natural  aspect,  e?en  though  the  ordi- 
nary symptoms  of  scirrhus  be  exhibited,  there  is  much  reason  to 
hope  that  the  complaint  is  of  another  character,  and  may  be  reliered 
without  the  necessity  of  an  operation. 

I  have  twice  attended  a  lady  of  this  city  affected  with  a  tumour  in 
the  mamma.  On  both  occasions  it  was  large,  very  painful,  and  of  a 
chronic  character,  and  caused  much  alarm  to  herself  and  her  friends : 
but  by  the  use  of  purging,  low  diet,  and  discutient  applications,  it 
was  entirely  dispersed. 

In  another  instance,  a  young  woman  was  brought  firom  the  coun- 
try to  the  city,  and  placed  under  my  care,  with  a  tumour  of  the 
breast,  accompanied  with  enlargement  of  the  axillary  glands.  In 
this  case  the  discutient  plan  was  employed  without  any  obvious  ef- 
fect. Dr  WisTAK  was  called  in  consultation.  It  was  resolved  that 
the  tumour  should  be  removed,  and  the  glands  of  the  axilla  dissected 
out.  The  time  appointed  for  the  operation  was  approaching,  when 
I  received  a  note  from  the  Doctor,  informing  me  that  he  was  under 
the  necessity  of  leaving  the  city  the  next  day,  and  advising  me  not  to 
allow  his  absence  to  interfere  with  our  arrangement.  But  as  the 
operation  was  likely  to  be  a  very  serious  one,  I  determined  to  delay 
it  till  his  return,  which  was  soon  expected.  A  spell  of  very  hot 
weather  now  came  on,  and  as  the  patient  was  unaccustomed  to  the 
heated  and  conflned  air  of  the  city,  I  feared  that  her  health  might  be 
injured,  and  therefore  recommended  her  to  go  into  the  country,  and 
remain  till  the  weather  should  become  cooler.  On  her  return,  after 
a  short  absence,  I  found  a  very  evident  abatement  of  the  tumour. 
This  seldom,  if  ever,  happens  in  genuine  scirrhus,  and  I  felt  much  en- 
couraged as  to  the  result  of  her  case.  Though  the  young  woman 
benelf  was  still  desirous  that  something  should  be  done,  I  detcrmin- 
«df  for  the  present,  not  to  operate.  Between  one  and  two  months 
ifterwardSf  Dr  Wistab,  who  had  returned  to  the  citv,  injriun  nict 
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me  in  consultation ;  and  it  was  our  decided  opinion  that  the  com- 
plaint was  considerably  better.  The  case  was  one  of  great  delicacy. 
The  young  woman  was  about  to  be  married,  and  had  a  very  natu- 
ral dread  of  entering  into  the  new  state  with  a  diseased  breast. 
The  circumstance  was  made  known  to  us,  and  we  were  desired  to 
decide  upon  the  proper  course — whether  the  operation  should  be 
performed,  or  the  marriage  should  take  place  in  her  present  con- 
dition. We  gave  the  subject  full  consideration,  and  concluded  to 
recommend  that  she  should  go  home,  and  wait  for  a  short  time  the 
result  of  that  change  which  appeared  to  have  commenced.  Should 
the  tumour  increase,  she  might  then  come  to  the  city  and  have  it  re- 
moved. She  followed  our  advice.  The  complaint  gradually  dis- 
appeared ;  she  was  married  ;  and  when  I  last  heard  from  her,  was 
the  healthy  mother  of  several  children.  This  is  a  case  in  which, 
had  an  operation  been  performed  when  first  proposed,  we  should 
have  honestly  attributed  to  it  the  credit  of  the  cure. 

When  in  young  persons,  instead  of  a  single  tumour,  there  are  two 
or  more  in  the  breast,  the  probability  that  they  are  not  cancerous  is 
still  greater.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  practitioners  to  be  consulted 
in  cases  of  this  kind.  Sometimes  both  mammae  are  afiected,  some- 
times only  one. 

A  young  woman  was  sent  from  the  country,  supposed  to  have  a 
cancer  in  her  breast.  Dr  Physick  and  myself  attended  her.  There 
were  two  tumours  in  one  breast,  and  one  in  the  other.  We  had  be- 
fore seen  a  case  somewhat  similar,  in  which  the  complaint  had  disap- 
peared without  an  operation  :  but  in  the  present,  it  was  impossible 
to  decide  with  certainty  whether  the  tumours  were  cancerous  or 
not,  as  they  were  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  display  the  requisite 
characters.  We  resolved,  however,  to  postpone  an  operation  till 
eflbrts  had  been  made  to  discuss  them.  A  low  diet,  with  the  use 
of  saline  purgatives,  and  a  mercurial  plaster  to  the  breast  were  re- 
commended :  and  the  patient  was  advised  to  go  home,  and  return 
to  the  city  if  there  should  be  any  increase  of  the  complaint.  In- 
stead, however,  of  increasing,  the  tumours  gradually  diminished,  and 
at  length  disappeared  ;  nor  have  they  since  returned. 

Scofulous  affections  of  the  breast  not  unfrequcntly  occur,  and  are 
sometimes  confounded  with  cancer.  Several  cases  of  this  kind  have 
fallen  under  my  observation. 

A  young  married  woman,  many  years  ajjo,  was  sent  to  me  finom 
Bucks  county,  under  the  imprcssiun  that  slic  had  a  cancer  of  the 
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inainina,  which  required  an  operation.  Her  breast  was  t 
bly  enlarged,  presenting  an  irregular  eurface,  with  redness  of  the 
skin.  The  a3:illar)'  glanda  were  also  diaeaacd.  Considering  that  if 
the  complaint  were  cancerous,  it  had  proceeded  so  far  that  an  ope- 
ration would  be  of  very  doubtful  success,  1  deferred  it  for  a  short 
time.  Happily  the  tumour  became  eoA,  and  fluctuation  was  observ- 
able. It  was  opened,  and  scrofulous  matter  was  discharged.  The 
patient  returned  to  the  country,  and  gradually  regained  her  health. 
in  this  instance  there  was  none  of  that  contraction  or  wrinkling  of 
the  skin  which  generally  accompanies  genuine  cancer  when  it  has 
advanced  to  the  surtace.  But  as  the  disease  is  sometimes  attended 
with  a  swelling  of  the  breast  and  a  smooth  skin,  this  circumstance 
did  not  enable  mo  to  form  a  certain  diagnosis.  Subsequent  obser- 
vation, however,  has  taught  me,  that  there  are  peculiarities  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  scirrhous  breast,  even  when  swollen  and  smooth,  by 
which  it  may  generally  be  distinguished.  Instead  of  a  diifused  red- 
ness, I  have  usually  noticed,  under  these  circumstances,  a  stellated 
appearance  of  the  akin — red  spots  being  scattered  like  spangles  over 
the  aur&ce.  This  peculiarity  is  so  striking,  that  I  believe  I  could 
now  distinguish,  by  the  eye  alone,  between  such  tumours  and  mere 
scrofulous  enlargement.  The  experience  acquired  from  this  case 
was  of  great  use  to  me  in  one  which  aflerwards  occurred. 

Having  noticed  some  mistakes  of  my  own  in  the  preceding  pages, 
1  may  be  permitted  to  allude  to  those  of  others  ;  though  in  doing  so, 
1  wish  to  be  considered  as  indulging  no  feeling  of  ceneoriousness. 
On  the  contrary,  1  entertain  the  highest  respect  for  the  individuals 
concerned,  and,  in  alluding  to  the  transaction,  do  not  feel  myself  en- 
titled to  use  that  freedom  with  their  names  which  1  have  employed 
in  my  own  case.  A  most  respectable  young  surgeon  of  this  city  got 
hold,  as  he  supposed,  of  a  case  of  cancerous  mamma.  As  the  axilla 
was  involved,  an  operation  was  a  very  serious  matter.  I  was  invited 
to  see  the  patient,  but  was  prevented  by  other  engagements.  Ano- 
ther surgeon,  however,  of  high  standing  in  his  profession,  examined 
the  case,  aud  came  lo  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  proper  to  re- 
move the  breast.  An  operation  was  agreed  upon,  and  1  was  dcsii^ 
ed  to  be  present.  When  I  arrived,  the  patient  was  seated  in  the 
chair;  botli  surgeons  had  their  aprons  on;  and  the  operator,  with  the 
knife  in  his  hand,  was  just  about  to  mako  the  first  incision.  1  hod 
no  sooner  cast  my  eye  on  the  diseased  breast,  than  1  was  struck  at 
once  with  the  strong  resemblance  to  tlic  case  which  I  have  above 
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related.  The  tumour  was  large  and  moveable,  and  a  chain  of  en^ 
larged  glands  might  be  traced  into  the  axilla.  I  was  placed  in  a 
most  awkward  and  unpleasant  situation.  On  the  one  hand,  a  proper 
regard  for  the  feelings  of  my  professional  brethren,  for  both  of  whom 
I  had  a  high  esteem,  demanded  much  care :  but  on  the  other, 
the  calls  of  humanity  and  duty  were  imperious,  and  could  not 
be  neglected.  I  took  the  young  gentleman  aside,  and  as  delicately 
as  possible  imparted  to  him  my  conviction  that  the  tumour  was  scro- 
fulous. Naturally  anxious  to  distinguish  himself  at  this  early  period 
of  his  career,  he  seemed  unwilling  to  relinquish  the  idea  of  an  ope- 
ration. In  the  mean  time,  however,  our  elder  brother,  who  was  a 
man  of  excellent  judgment,  had  undertaken  a  more  minute  examina- 
tion of  the  diseased  mass  than  he  had  hitherto  made  ;  and  found  that 
not  only  were  the  glands  of  the  axilla  affected,  but  those  also  on  the  side 
of  the  neck ;  so  that  when  we  entered  the  room,  he  was  fully  prepar- 
ed to  unite  with  me  in  advising  that  the  knife  should  not  be  employ- 
ed ;  for  even  admitting  that  the  disease  might  be  cancerous,  he  was 
convinced  that  it  had  passed  the  bounds  within  which  an  operation 
could  be  successful.  The  difficulty  of  the  case  was  thus  much  di- 
minished. On  looking  at  the  tumour,  I  observed  that  in  one  spot 
the  skin  was  discoloured ;  and  applying  my  fmger  to  the  part,  dis- 
tinctly discovered  fluctuation.  At  my  suggestion  the  operator  intro- 
duced his  lancet,  and  pus,  of  that  peculiar  character  which  is  found 
in  scrofulous  abscesses,  issued  from  the  wound.  This  settled  the 
matter.  Genuine  pus,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  is  never  found  in 
cancerous  affections.  All  parties  were  now  satisfied.  The  young 
gentleman  afterwards  informed  me,  that  the  coniplaint  of  the  breast 
was  ultimately  relieved. 

Sometimes  deep  seated  abscesses  of  a  scrofulous  nature,  form  in 
the  breast,  and  being  attended  with  much  pain,  are  liable,  without 
care,  to  be  mistaken  for  scirrhus.  Two  very  interesting  cases  of 
this  kind  have  occurred  to  me,  both  in  young  married  women, 
with  infant  children. 

The  subject  of  the  first  case  was  sent  to  me  from  the  country. 
She  had  been  for  several  months  aflccted  with  pain  in  her  breast. 
Some  treatment  had  been  employed  for  her  relief,  but  without  suc- 
cess ;  and  a  tumour  had  fonned.  When  I  first  saw  her,  I  examined 
I  the  breast  carefully,  and  thought  I  could  feel  a  deep  seated,  indis- 
tinct, fluctuation.  This  circumstance  was  suflicient  to  deter  me 
from  operating,  till  I  had  satisfactorily  ascertained  the  nature  of  the 
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tumour.  I  aUted  (o  her  rriemts  my  hopes  that  tbc  comph 
prove  to  he  scruruloua,  and  proposed  that  a  Inncet  should  be  intro- 
duced into  UiG  ttiniour,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fact.  Even  should 
I  be  diBappoinled  in  my  opinion,  htlle  additional  pain  would  be  oc- 
casioned, and  (he  operation  might  then  proceed  as  well  as  though 
nothing  had  been  previously  done.  Their  consent  having  been 
readily  given,  1  took  the  lancet,  and  in  order  thai  I  might  be  certain 
to  reach  the  alfected  part,  plunged  it  up  to  the  hilt  in  the  breast,  in 
the  direction  of  the  tumour.  When  I  withdrew  ii,  only  a  drop  or 
two  of  blood  followed,  and  I  began  to  fear  that  my  hopes  had  been 
unfounded  :  but  the  blood  soon  began  to  flow  more  freely,  and  ft 
litttle  pus  made  its  appearance  at  the  orifice  of  the  wound.  I  en- 
larged the  opening,  and  was  delighted  to  perceive  that  scrofulous 
matter  escaped  Ireely.  The  parts  healed ;  and  the  complaint  ulti- 
mately disappeared,  leaving  the  breast  perfectly  Eound. 

The  second  case  was  equally  interesting.  A  worthy  pioua  man, 
a  methodist  minister,  came  to  the  city  some  time  ago  with  his  wife, 
an  interesting  young  woman,  tlio  mother  of  two  children.  Thetr 
circumalancea  in  lite  were  very  slender,  and  it  was  important  to  the 
mother  that  she  should  be  able  to  suckle  her  own  children,  as  the 
expense  of  a  wet  nurse  was  greatly  beyond  tlieir  means. 

Before  coming  to  the  city,  she  had  been  urged  by  several  prac- 
titioners to  have  the  tumour  taken  out:  but  the  husband  made  up 
his  mind,  that  before  his  wife  should  be  subjected  to  bo  painful  a  mu- 
tilation, he  would,  at  whatever  expense,  bring  her  to  Philadelphia, 
and  obtain  further  advice  in  her  case.  Dr  Sakobast  was  consulted, 
and  called  me  in  (o  see  the  patient  with  him.  I  immediately  sus- 
pected that  the  complaint  might  be  a  deep  sealed  scrofidoua  nb- 
scen  ;  for  I  thought  I  could  feel  fluctuation ;  and  yet  any  surgeon, 
not  on  his  guard,  might  hare  been  led  into  error,  as  the  fluctuation 
was  very  indistinct.  I  obtained  permission,  as  in  the  former  case,  to 
explore  the  tumour  before  attempting  an  operetion.  Scrofulous 
matter  immediately  followed  the  withdrawal  of  the  lancet.  The 
breast  healed,  and  occasioned  no  further  trouble  to  the  patient. 

I  need  not  dwell  upon  tlie  consequences  of  mistake  in  such  cases 
as  the  above.  Indepemlently  of  the  unnecessary  pain  and  mutilation 
inflicted  on  the  female,  the  mortificalion  of  the  surgeon  must  be  ex- 
treme, when,  having  removed  the  tumour,  he  cuts  it  open,  and  6nd»  • 
a  collection  of  pus,  instead  of  the  expected  cancerous  structure.  Jn 
all  deep  seated  tumours  of  the  brcasi,  where  the  evidences  of  cancer 


PABXI8H  ON  AFFSCTIONS  OF  THS  lUMMJE.  til 

are  not  unequivocal,  I  would  advise  the  adoption  of  the  plan  pur- 
sued in  the  instances  above  mentioned.  An  experienced  surgeon, 
with  a  delicate  sense  of  touch,  can  generally  detect  fluctuation,  if 
there  be  a  collection  of  matter :  but  should  he  be  unable  to  do  so, 
what  is  more  safe  and  easy  than  to  make  a  puncture  with  his  lancet 
before  commencing  the  operation.  If  an  abscess  exist,  it  is  thus  ren- 
dered evident ;  if  not,  and  extirpation  become  necessary,  no  harm 
has  been  done.  I  believe  that  such  cases  have  often  been  mistaken 
for  cancer,  and  operations  performed  without  the  least  necessity. 

Cysts  occasionally  form  in  the  breast  which  are  totally  free  from 
any  cancerous  disposition.  Within  the  last  year,  a  middle-aged  wo- 
man from  the  country  came  under  my  care,  with  tumour  of  the 
mamma.  Upon  a  careful  examination,  I  discovered  an  obscure, 
deep  seated  fluctuation.  There  were  two  tumours.  I  punctured 
them  both  with  the  lancet,  and  a  serous  fluid  escaped.  No  unpleas- 
ant consequences  resulted.  Such  an  afiection  might  have  been 
readily  confounded  with  scirrhus,  and  the  mamma  have  been  extir- 
pated. 

I  will  close  the  paper  by  observing,  that  we  are  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived as  to  the  nature  of  the  action  which  sometimes  takes  place 
in  the  cicatrix,  formed  after  the  extraction  of  a  cancerous  tumour. 
If  it  be  observed  to  enlarge,  thicken,  and  assume  a  red  colour,  at 
the  same  time  becoming  tender  and  painful,  there  is  reason  to  fear 
that  the  complaint  has  returned.  But  it  occasionally  becomes  very 
painful,  without  undergoing  any  change  in  appearance  or  structure. 
In  such  cases  the  disorder  is  probably  purely  nervous,  and  a  resort  to 
the  knife  wholly  unnecessary.  I  once  witnessed  a  case  of  this  kind 
under  the  care  of  another  surgeon.  The  pain  was  so  severe  and 
continued,  that  it  was  determined  to  remove  the  cicatrix,  under  the 
impression  that  the  parts  beneath  might  be  found  in  a  diseased  state. 
But  they  were  perfectly  healthy,  and  the  pain,  in  all  probability, 
arose  from  nervous  irritation. 
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ifi  Phkgmana  Dalcnx.     By  R.  M.  '. 
Tos,  M.D. 


In  the  conclusioi)  of  some  observations  on  phlegmasia  iloleoB, 
publisbed  ia  the  eightli  number  of  this  Journal,  it  was  announced 
as  my  intention  further  to  illustrate  the  positions  tliere  laid  down,  by 
the  detail  of  some  cases  which  had  fallen  under  tny  own  notice  ;  and 
to  speak  at  the  same  tinic  of  the  therapoutical  management  of  the 
disease.     This  task  I  shall  now  endeavour  briefly  to  perform. 

Although  the  histories  which  follow  may  no  t  be  found  to  dilTer  in  many 
important  features  from  those  already  published  by  various  autliois, 
they  will  not  perhaps  be  found  the  less  interesting  on  this  account. 
This  very  sameness  in  the  general  symptomaof  Uicdisease.asobservcd 
by  different  individuals,  goes  to  establish  an  uniformity  in  its  charac- 
ter, which  may  lead  to  an  uniformity  of  opinion  and  of  practice,  in 
regard  to  its  patliology  and  treatment. 


In  the  seventh  month  (July)  ISIB,  t  was  called  to  attend  R, 
then  in  labour  with  her  first  child,  She  was  the  wife  of  a  farmer, 
twenty'six  years  of  age,  very  fat,  of  short  stature,  and  in  the  enjoy- 
inent  of  a  high  degree  of  health,  the  consequence  of  an  excellent 
conBlitution,  and  habits  of  great  Industry,  regularity  and  temperance. 
She  was  delivered,  after  twenty-four  hours  severe  labour,  of  a  living 
and  healthy  child.  Her  unusually  great  and  protracted  sufferings 
proceeded  from  her  having  a  pelvis  rather  below  the  ordinary  size, 
together  with  a  very  unyielding  condition  of  the  soft  parts.  To 
overcome  this  rigidity,  she  was  bled  to  the  extent  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  ounces  ;  but  without  much  apparent  benefit ;  and  her  having 
never  before  been  under  medical  treatment  of  any  kind,  rendered 
ber  unwilling  lo  submit  to  liiat  extensive  loss  of  blond  which  my 
subsequent  experience  In  such  cases  has  convinced  mo  to  be  neces- 
sary; and  to  enforce  which,  at  that  period,  demanded  on  my  part 
the  possession  of  maturer  years  and  a  more  established  character. 
The  patient  was  therefore  left  pretty  much  to  the  dictates  of  hor 
own  ignorance  and  inclinations ;  and  although  safely  delivered,  and 
without  instruments  or  extraordinaiy  assistance,  it  was  after  much 
suffering  and  exertion,  a  great  part  of  which  might,  no  doubt,  hare 
been  spared  by  more  judicious  management. 
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During  the  first  eight  days  subsequent  to  delivery,  nothing  re- 
markable occurred.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  tenderness  of  the 
external  sofl  parts,  with  general  soreness  of  the  abdomen,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  chiefly  seated  in  the  muscles.  The  lochial  discharge 
was  scanty,  and  the  secretion  of  milk  very  limited.  On  the  ninth 
day  the  patient  complained  of  an  increase  of  pain  in  the  right  side  of 
the  abdomen,  extending  over  the  riglit  iliac  region,  and  down  into 
the  groin  of  that  side.  In  tlie  aflemoon  slie  had  shooting  pains  in 
the  calf  of  that  leg,  with  a  sensation  resembling  cords  drawing  from 
thence  to  the  aflccted  groin,  giving  the  feeling  of  soreness  and  ten- 
sion along  the  whole  course  of  the  principal  absorbents.  Next 
morning  (the  tenth  day  after  confinement)  I  found  there  was  great 
enlargement  of  the  thigh,  leg,  and  foot  of  the  affected  side.  The 
pain  was  now  less  circumscribed,  the  whole  extremity  having  be- 
come exquisitely  tender.  The  skin  appeared  to  be  stretched  to  its 
utmost  limits,  was  extremely  smooth  and  glossy,  its  colour  resem- 
bling that  of  milk — white,  with  a  slight  tinge  of  blue.  The  sensi- 
bility of  the  aflccted  parts  was  so  great  that  tlie  mere  impression  of  a 
fly  alighting  upon  thcMn  was  insupportable.  The  uterine  discharge, 
which  had  been  fetid  from  the  first  three  or  four  days  subsequent  to 
confinement,  had  now  become  very  offensive ;  the  secretion  of  milk 
was  nearly  suspended  ;  the  pulse  was  frequent,  hard  and  vibratory ; 
alternate  rigors  and  flushes  of  heat,  witli  great  thirst  and  restlessness, 
were  experienced  ;  the  urine  was  scanty  and  higli  coloured ;  the 
bowels  constipated ;  the  tongue  was  slightly  coated,  and  of  a  whitish 
colour.  okt 

The  treatment  was  commenced  by  bleeding  fraVtlie  arm,  until 
a  decided  imi)ression  was  made  upon  the  general  circulation  ;  the 
bowels  were  then  freely  opened  by  castor  oil  administered  during 
the  day,  and  the  limb  was  enveloped  in  flannel,  wrung  out  of  warm 
viiu'L'Jir.  To  procure  rest,  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium  were  given 
at  ni^ht.  Hit  diet  was  njstricled  to  simple  barley  water  and  thin 
oat  meal  gnirl.  The  us<5  of  the  castor  oil,  the  opiate  at  night,  to- 
^vAhoT  with  the  fomentations  to  the  limb,  were  continued  perscvc- 
riwjrU'  for  live  days,  but  without  the  least  apparent  advantage.  The 
ffver,  |»ain  and  swelling  were  undiniinislied.  The  patient  reque# 
ted  a  eliaiiire,  and  I  was  very  willing  to  gratify  hrr.  The  limb  was 
therefore  directtMl  to  be  covered  with  linen  cloths  wetted  with  a 
wt*ak  solution  of  llit?  arotate  of  lead ;  but  to  prevent  too  great  a 
4lu»ek  from  so  sudden  and  great  a  change,  the  lead  water  was  ap- 


•iSO  ORIOINAI.  roHMrMICATIOMS. 

plied  tepid ;  il  however  very  soon  liecame  cold  in  consequence  m 
ihe  evaporation  tliat  look  place.  At  night  she  took  fifteen  grains 
ofthe  Dover's  powder — diet  aa  at  first  directed. 

On  Ihe  following  morning  I  found  the  patient  more  comfortable 
than  she  had  yet  been.  She  had  slept  some,  was  less  feverish,  &nd 
thought  her  leg  not  so  painful.  I  perceived  at  this  e.^amination  that 
tlie  limb  had  lost  the  bluish  tinge  noticed  at  an  earlier  period,  and 
was  more  white,  or  rather,  perhaps,  it  approached  to  the  yellow 
hue — same  treatment  continued. 

On  the  next  day  (the  Blh  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease) 
I  found  her  much  as  yesterday.  Her  bowels  not  having  been  open- 
ed for  forty-eight  hours,  aha  was  directed  to  take  an  infusion  of 
senna. 

9lk  day,  morning.  The  senna  had  operated  rather  severely, 
and  my  patient  was  more  feverish,  and  hardly  so  well  in  any  respect. 
The  lead  water  was  continued,  with  the  Dover's  powder  at  night. 

Nextmoming  (10(AAiy),  She  was  decidedly  belter  every  way ; 
fever  less ;  the  swelling  of  the  limb  appeared  to  be  subsiding : 
and  the  patient's  spirits  were  quite  excited.  Although  her  bowels 
had  not  been  opened  for  thirty  six  hours,  nothing  was  given  for  fear 
of  disturbing  her  present  comfort. 

1 1(A  day.  Patient  much  the  same  as  yesterday — lead  water  still 
continued  ;  calcined  magnesia  ordered  for  the  bowels ;  and  the  Do- 
ver's powder  at  night,  if  necessary  to  procure  sleep, 

12/A  day.  Magnesia  operated  kindly,  and  the  swelling  in  the  1^ 
considerably  drf|hied;  but  the  patient  now  complained  of  pain 
shooting  down^lB  the  ham  and  leg  of  the  opposite  aide.  Fear- 
ing that  the  lead  water  might  be  repelling  the  disease  too  rapidly 
from  the  right  limb,  it  waa  laid  aside,  and  the  leg  and  thigh  wrapped 
in  dry  flannel. 

13th  day.  Left  leg  and  thigh  considerably  swelled,  and  exhibi- 
ting the  characteristics  of  the  right,  but  in  a  much  Igss  degree.  The 
lead  water  was  applied  to  this,  as  to  the  first,  tepid,  but  permitted 
to  evaporate  constantly  ;  so  Ihot  it  soon  became  perfectly  cold.  A 
purge  of  magnesia  was  also  ordered. 
•  *  I4th  day.  Both  limbs  appear  nearly  equal  in  aize;  but  with  this 
great  difference.  The  right  thigh  and  leg  are  but  very  little  pain- 
ful ;  the  left  exquisitely  so :  the  right  pits,  on  pressure  being  made 
with  the  finger,  and  the  whole  surface  is  far  less  glossy  than  aomtt 
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days  ago ;  the  left  limb  is  tense,  too  painful  to  bear  indenting  with 
tlie  finger^  and  is  very  smooth  and  glossy. 

20th  day.  The  treatment  has  been  continued  as  before ;  magne- 
sia occasionally  to  open  the  bowels,  lead  water  to  the  left  limb,  dry 
flannel  to  the  right  one,  an  opiate  at  bed  time,  with  a  diet  consis- 
ting of  crackers  and  tea,  thin  gruel,  or  mush  and  molasses.  The 
right  limb  is  but  little  altered  since  last  report ;  it  is  less  painftd,  but 
much  swelled,  oedematous,  and  almost  powerless.  The  left  limb  is 
still  tender,  and  occasionally  painful,  but  not  quite  so  glossy.  The 
treatment  directed  to  be  continued,  with  the  addition  of  bathing  the 
right  limb  with  warm  rye  whiskey  three  times  a  day. 

Z5th  day.  The  swelling  has  abated  considerably  in  the  left 
limb,  and  the  pain  is  quite  gone ;  it  is  however  still  weak,  and  some- 
what (edematous.  It  is  now  smaller  than  the  right,  which  latter 
continues  much  enlarged,  very  feeble  and  oedematous.  The  lead 
water  to  be  discontinued,  both  limbs  to  be  rubbed  with  volatile  lini- 
ment,  and  wrapped  in  flannel.  Diet  to  consist  of  light  soups,  oys- 
ters, tea  and  toast,  chocolate,  &c. 

From  this  date,  the  general  course  of  treatment  consisted  in  en- 
deavours to  restore  tone  to  the  limbs  and  strength  and  vigour  to  the 
general  system.  The  patient  was  therefore  as  early  as  possible  taken 
out  daily  in  a  carriage  ;  she  was  at  the  same  time  allowed  a  diet  con- 
sisting of  the  most  nourishing  and  digestible  articles,  together  with 
the  moderate  use  of  madeira  and  port  wines.  Her  limbs  were 
bathed  in  warm  rye  whiskey,  to  which  camphor  was  sometimes 
added,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  weeks,  they  were  pretty  actively 
stimulated  by  frictions  with  the  flesh  brush,  powdered  mustard,  &c. 

By  this  plan  her  health  was  gradually  restored.  In  two  months 
from  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  she  was  able  to  walk  the 
room  unassisted ;  but  it  was  for  several  months  longer  before  all 
the  swelling  and  unnatural  weakness  disappeared  from  the  right  leg. 

Remarks, — The  patient's  breasts  were  regularly  drawn  by  the 
child  during  the  whole  period  of  her  illness,  although  the  quantity 
of  milk  was  small,  even  after  her  health  began  to  improve :  the 

lochial  discharge  subsided  on  the  ninth  day,  but  remained  fetid  to 
the  last. 

This  woman  was  delivered  of  a  second  child,  by  another  practi- 
tioner, about  five  years  after,  and  had,  as  I  have  learned,  a  very 
painful  and  tedious  time,  but  no  return  of  the  swelling  in  either  leg. 
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Case  S. 

Jn  the  20th  of  the  sevonlh  month  (July)  1818, 
•lie  wife  of  a  country  storekeeper,  was  delivered  by  a  midwife  O 
living  chiliL  She  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  it  being  ho 
first  conGnement,  hor  labour,  I  undcratood,  was  tedioua,  but  not 
unusually  Bevere. 

She  was  of  a  delicate  and  relaxed  habit,  apparently  labouring  un- 
der functional,  and  perhaps  organic  derangement  of  the  liver.  She 
had,  previously  to  her  marriage,  lived  by  her  needle,  and  her  con- 
stitution  had  evidently  suffered  l>om  her  sedentary  course  of 
life.  On  the  20tb  day  from  her  confinement,  I  visited  her  for  the 
first  time,  in  consequence  of  her  great  indisposition.  It  was  stated 
to  me  that  she  bad  laboured  under  more  or  less  fever  from  the 
time  of  her  delivery ;  that  the  loch ial  discharge  had  been  very  scanty 
and  highly  offensive,  and  that  for  the  last  five  or  six  days  it  had  ea- 
tirely  disappeared.  The  secredon  of  tlie  brcaste,  wliich  had  been 
sparing  from  the  first,  was  also  nearly  suppressed.  Her  right  tliighand 
leg,  with  the  labium  pudendi  of  the  same  side,  were  at  the  time  greatly 
swelled.  The  swelling  had  commenced  one  week  previous  to  my 
visit,  and  from  that  time  the  patient  had  scarcely  ever  slept.  The 
pulae  was  small,  frequent  and  hard ;  her  skin  hot  and  dry ;  tha 
tongue  slightly  tremulous,  not  very  dry,  moderately  furred,  the 
margins  white,  the  centre  inclining  to  brown.  Bowels  loose,  and 
the  discharges  watery  ;  urine  scanty,  light  coloured  and  depositing 
very  little  sediment.  The  affected  limb  was  about  one  third  larger 
than  its  ordinary  size,  of  a  deadly  pale  colour,  smooth  and  glossy, 
and  painful  beyond  description.  So  acutely  sensible  was  the  part, 
that  she  could  not  bear  the  shghtest  motion  ;  and  she  seemed  in 
agony  all  the  time  that  I  looked  at  it,  lest  any  one  should  touch  it. 
1  was  very  anxious  lo  pass  my  hand  over  its  surface,  and  particu- 
larly along  the  course  of  the  absorbents  and  great  vessels,  that  I 
might  discover  if  possible  their  condition.  But  it  was  in  tain;  she 
seized  my  hand  if  I  but  pointed  a  finger  toward  her. 

There  was  abo  a  good  deal  of  tenderness  all  over  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen,  with  the  feeling  of  soreness  within  the  pelvis. 

The  right  iliac  region  was  particularly  painfiil,  especially  when 
pressed  upon.  I  was  unable  lo  ascertain  accurately  the  conditioa 
of  the  inguinal  glands;  but  from  her  own  account,  and  from  her  lo- 
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tal  unwillingness  to  let  me  examine  the  part  with  my  fingers,  I  had 
no  doubt  of  their  being  very  much  affected. 

Her  nursing  had  been  of  the  worst  kind.  While  she  could  eat, 
she  was  indulged  with  whatever  inclination  pointed  out,  or  accident 
threw  in  her  w^y.  Nor  had  she  escaped  being  well  drenched  with 
hot  teas  and  hpt  toddy,  in  order  to  promote  lactation  and  the  ute- 
rine discharge! 

The  treatment  of  this  case  was  commenced  by  abstracting  eight 
ounces  of  blocjl  from  the  arm,  the  application  of  a  blister  to  the  groin, 
and  of  flannels  wrung  out  of  a  strong  decoction  of  hops,  over  the 
abdomen  and  the  affected  limb,  oflen  renewed.  At  the  same  time 
calomel  and  the  Dover's  powder  were  given  internally,  in  the  pro- 
[)ortion  of  half  a  grain  of  the  calomel  to  four  of  the  powder,  re- 
peated every  two  hours.  The  next  day  I  was  pleased  to  find  that 
she  had  perspired  freely,  had  slept  scveraJ  hours,  tliat  her  bowels 
were  composed,  and  her  feelings  far  more  tolerable.  The  calomel 
was  now  omitted,  and  the  Dover's  powder  given  alone  in  doses  of 
five  grains  every  six  hours.  This  course  was  continued  until  the 
tenth  day  of  my  attendance,  using  the  warm  fomentations  occasion- 
ally, and  opening  the  bowels  every  other  day  with  citlier  castor  oil 
or  calcined  magnesia ;  her  diet  being  all  the  while  of  the  most  sim- . 
pie  kind.  At  this  period  (tenth  day  of  my  attendance)  her  fever 
seemed  quite  subdued  ;  the  acute  feelings  both  in  the  abdomen  and 
the  limb  were  greatly  relieved,  and  the  integuments  of  tlie  'latter 
were  much  relaxed  ;  her  breasts  recommenced  secreting  milk,  and 
her  appetite  was  returning.  Flattered  by  these  appearances,  1  be- 
lieved that  a  few  days  more  would  restore  my  patient  to  her  feet ; 
and  to  accelerate  this  happy  result,  the  limb  was  directed  to  bo 
bathed  twice  a  day  in  warm  r}'e  whiskey,  and  then  wrapped  in  dry 
flannel.  This  delusion  however  lasted  but  two  days.  She  was  then 
attacked  with  a  severe  pain  in  the  calf  of  the  opposite  leg,  extending 
thence  to  the  groin.  In  a  few  hours  more  the  limb  began  to  swell, 
and  all  the  symptoms  under  which  she  had  previously  laboured  re- 
turned ;  but  in  a  less  violent  detfree.  Slie  did  not,  it  is  true,  com- 
plain of  pain  in  the  iliac  region  of  the  now  affected  side,  nor  of  much 
in  the  groin  ;  but  there  was  evident  swelling  of  the  hmb,  and  this 
swelling  was  without  redness,  and  the  whole  member  was  acutely 
sensible  ;  tlie  febrile  symptoms  also  were  manifestly  aggravated. 

The  pulse  not  seeming  to  admit  of  much  direct  depletion,  bleed- 
ing, in  this  attack,  was  omitted ;  and  the  treatment  was  commenced 
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with  a  pur^  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  fomenta^ 
to  the  afTected  limb.  Three  daya  passed  in  this  way  wilhout  any 
visible  altemlion,  when  she  became  impatient,  and  I  determined  to 
duDge  the  treatment.  The  whole  inflamed  limb  was  now  envelo- 
ped in  linen  cloths  wet  with  lead  water.  The  coldness  of  the 
application  gave  a  momentary  shock,  which  alarmed  the  patient, 
and  admonished  me  to  avoid  its  repetition ;  therefore  the  lead  wa- 
ter was  directed  to  be  applied  tepid,  or  almost  warm,  so  that  the 
only  cold  esperienceJ  should  be  the  result  of  evaporation,  which 
was  however  checked  in  some  measure  by  additional  dres^ngs  to 
ward  off  the  air.  In  this  manner  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  too  sudden  reduction  of  temperature  were  avoided. 

The  application  produced  all  the  beneficial  effects  that  were  desi- 
red. Immediate  comlbrt  and  relief  were  the  happy  consequence  of 
this  course;  and  with  no  other  treatment  than  the  lead  water  appli- 
cations, made  colder  as  the  feelings  of  the  patient  would  permit, 
rest,  low  diet,  and  one  or  two  purges  of  the  Epsom  salt,  all  the  acute 
feelings  in  the  last  affected  limb  were  removed  in  less  than  a  week, 
and  the  patient  was  able  to  bear  some  weight  on  it  upon  the  floor. 


Cage  3. 


E F ,  aged  thirty-five  years,  was  dehvered  on  the  ■ 

day  of  the  twelfth  month  (December)  1Q24,  of  a  living  but  sicl 
child,  after  a  moderate  labour  of  three  hours  continuance.  Her 
labour  differed  but  little  from  what  she  had  experienced  in  two  for- 
mpr  confinemeniB.  Her  health  had  not  been  quite  so  good  for 
some  weeks  previous  to  the  last  accouchement  as  ordinary,  although 
it  was  by  no  means  bad.  She  had  more  fever,  less  appetite,  and 
greater  restlessness  at  night  than  she  had  been  accustomed  to  feel 
at  such  times,  all  of  which  were  supposed  to  have  been  produced 
by  an  unusual  degree  of  exercise  in  the  management  of  her  family 
affairs.  To  relieve  these  symptoms,  she  was  twice  bled  during  the 
month  preceding  confinement. 

For  the  first  week,  that  followed  her  delivery,  nolhing  unusual 
was  observed,  excepting  tlie  continuance  of  the  slight  febrile  symp- 
toms by  which  she  had  been  previously  harassed,  and  an  unusually 
offensive  discharge  per  vaginam,  resembling  thick,  muddy  water, 
and  of  a  greenish  colour.  To  remove  this  condition  of  ihings,  her 
diet  was  kept  very  low,  her  bowels  were  well  opened  by  magneaia, 
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and  the  vagina  was  frequently  washed  out  by  injections  of  milk  and 
water. 

On  the  tenth  day  (subsequent  to  parturition),  her  uterine  dis- 
charge had  entirely  ceased,  but  she  stUl  had  a  little  fever,  and  com- 
plained of  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  about  the  pelvis,  and  in  the  left 
flank.  Apprehending  that  these  feelings  might  be  owing  to  a  too 
early  subsidence  of  the  lochial  discharge,  warm  fomentations  were 
directed  to  be  made  to  the  abdomen  and  vulva,  and  copious  draughts 
of  warm  water  and  molasses  to  be  taken  internally.  This  plan, 
however,  produced  no  perceptible  benefit,  as  she  had  a  chill  in  the 
course  of  the  night,  foUowed  by  an  aggravation  of  the  previous 
symptoms.  At  ray  visit  in  the  morning,  her  pulse  being  rather  ac- 
tive, I  bled  her  moderately  from  the  arm,  and  directed  half  an  ounce 
of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia ;  to  be  repeated,  if  necessary,  in  the  af> 
ternoon. 

In  the  evening  I  saw  her  again,  and  learned  that  the  medicine 
had  operated  well.  Still,  however,  the  feeling  of  soreness  about  the 
pelvis  was  unpleasant,  and  she  now  began  to  complain  also  of  shoot- 
ing pains  in  the  left  groin,  with  a  feeling  of  numbness  down  the 
thigh.  The  fomentations  were  directed  to  be  repeated  (their  appli- 
cation having  been  omitted  for  some  hours),  the  patient  to  be  nour- 
ished altogether  upon  thin  gruel  and  barley-water,  and  her  bowels 
opened  in  the  aflernoon  by  a  mild  injection. 

Notwithstanding  these  means,  I  had  the  mortification  to  find,  at 
my  visit  on  the  following  morning,  that  all  her  bad  symptoms  were 
increasing.  The  discharge  from  the  uterus  had  not  returned  in  the 
least ;  and  her  breasts,  the  secretion  of  which  had  all  along  been 
very  scanty,  had  now  ceased  to  perform  their  office.  The  pain  in 
the  groin,  instead  of  being  transient  as  the  day  before,  had  become 
permanent ;  there  was  likewise  severe  pain  in  the  ham  and  about 
the  insertion  of  the  popliteus  muscle.  The  thigh  was  also  percepti- 
bly swelled  and  very  tender  to  the  touch  ;  and  there  was  constant 
fever,  with  but  a  sli^^ht  remission  towards  morning. 

There  remained  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  character  of  the 
complaint.  The  fever,  the  pelvic  irritation,  the  pain  in  the  groin, 
the  swelling  and  extreme  tenderness  of  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh, 
without  any  discoloration,  induced  me  at  once  to  consider  it  a  case 
of  ^^phlegnuuia  dolens.^^  Influenced  by  wliat  I  had  seen  in  the  two 
former  cases,  and  having  at  the  time  of  treating  the  hist  case  con- 
sulted several  authors  on  the  subject,  and  compared  their  remarks 
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with  my  own  observations,  I  was  prepared  to  adopt  a  more  prompt 
and  systematic  treatment  than  in  the  preceding  instances. 

Having  adopted  the  position,  which  I  have  endeavoured  in  my 
former  paper  to  support,  that  the  disease  consisted  in  an  engorge- 
merit  of  the  lymphatic  vessels,  with  inflammation  and  obstruction  in 
their  glands,  no  time  was  lost  in  endeavouring  to  relieve  the  ingui- 
nal glands  by  the  application  of  leeches,  aided  by  the  operation  on  the 
bowels  of  a  dose  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia.  These  means  pro- 
duced very  promptly  a  mitigation  of  the  pain  ;  yet  in  the  evening 
(eight  hours  after)  it  was  but  little  less  severe;  and  the  whole  limb 
was  considerably  swelled,  even  to  the  foot ;  it  was  hot,  elastic,  and 
very  tender,  although  as  white  as  any  other  part.  The  whole  limb  was 
directed  to  be  covered  with  strips  of  linen  dipped  in  tepid  lead-water, 
to  be  repeated  as  often  as  they  became  dry.  The  patient  was  ordered 
at  the  same  time  to  be  kept  perfectly  still,  to  live  on  a  very  low  diet, 
and  to  have  her  bowels  opened  daily  by  .enemata.  To  procure  rest 
at  night,  she  took  at  bed  time  fifteen  grains  of  Dover's  powder. 

This  plan  was  continued  perseveringly  for  one  week,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  time  nearly  all  pain  had  left  her ;  the  extreme 
tenderness  was  entirely  relieved  ;  and  instead  of  that  tense  and  elas- 
tic condition,  which  was  observable  at  the  early  stage,  the  parts  had 
become  relaxed  and  would  pit  a  little  upon  pressure  being  made 
with  the  finger ;  but  these  digital  impressions  left  behind  them  an 
unpleasant  soreness,  and  a  perceptible  redness  of  the  spots  at  which 
they  had  been  made.  The  lead  water  was  continued,  and  a  scruple 
of  the  supertartrate  of  potass,  with  half  a  scruple  of  powdered  jalap, 
substituted,  as  a  daily  purge,  for  the  injections.  By  this  treatment, 
every  vestige  of  the  disease  was  relieved  in  one  week  more,  except- 
ing a  weakness  and  feeling  of  numbness  in  the  limb,  which  gradu- 
ally passed  off  with  tlie  assistance  of  dry  frictions,  moderate  exercise 
and  nourishing  diet.  This  patient  has  been  confined  twice  since 
that  period,  without  having  experienced  any  return  of  the  disease, 
or  any  inconvenience  from  the  former  attack. 

Case  4. 

E E was  delivered,  on  the  10th  of  3(1  month  (March) 

1826,  of  a  dead  child,  after  a  moderate  labour  of  three  hours  conti- 
nuance. Iler  health  previously  had,  generally  speaking,  boon  jrood, 
and  no  particular  reason  could  be  assigned  for  the  death  of  the 
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child,  except  her  having  carried  a  number  of  heavy  loads  from  mar- 
ket, during  the  advanced  period  of  her  pregnancy,  whereby  she  was 
greatly  fatigued  at  those  times,  and  to  which  she  attributed  her  mis- 
fortune. The  room  in  which  she  lay  was  small  and  open,  and  the ' 
floor  in  almost  immediate  contact  with  the  ground.  The  condition 
of  the  chamber,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  patient,  rendered  it 
necessary  to  warm  the  place  by  a  common  iron  stove,  in  which  the 
cooking  for  the  family  was  performed.  Hence  the  room  was  fre- 
quently heated  far  beyond  what  was  proper,  and  sometimes  suffered 
to  pass  to  the  opposite  extreme.  From  these  and  other  like  causes 
she  experienced,  on  tlie  sixth  day  aflcr  parturition,  a  heavy  chill, 
succeeded  by  high  fever,  headach,  pains  in  the  limbs,  &c. 

To  relieve  these  symptoms  she  was  bled  from  tlie  arm,  her  1)ow- 
els  were  freely  opened,  and  as  the  lochial  discharge  had  ceased  to 
flow,  her  feet  were  bathed  in  warm  water,  and  warm  fomentations 
were  applied  to  the  abdomen  and  vulva.  On  tlic  following  day  she 
appeared  to  be  much  relieved  ;  but  on  the  morning  following  that 
she  had  another  chill,  complained  of  soreness  within  the  abdomen 
and  about  the  pelvis.  By  the  fomentations  in  the  first  instance,  the 
lochial  discharge  was  partially  restored,  altliough  quite  offen- 
sive ;  but,  directly  afler  the  second  chill,  it  ceased  altogether.  It 
was  therefore  re-solicited  by  the  pediluvium,  warm  apphcations 
to  the  abdomen,  vulva  and  thighs,  togetlier  with  copious  draughts  of 
warm  cremor  tartar  whey.  At  my  visit  on  the  following  day,  I  re- 
gretted to  find  that,  notwithstanding  tlie  means  employed,  the  patient 
was  evidently  growing  worse.  There  was  great  soreness  about  tljc 
passage  of  the  round  ligament  on  tlie  lefl  side  of  the  abdomen,  ex- 
tending to  the  groin  of  that  side,  with  soreness  and  pain  in  the  thigh 
and  leg,  particularly  when  moved.  Twenty-five  leeches  were  di- 
rected to  be  applied  to  the  groin,  and  tlie  bowels  to  be  freely  emp- 
tied by  injections ;  her  diet  to  consist  of  thin  gruel  and  barley- 
water.  In  the  evening  of  tlie  same  day  1  saw  her  again,  and  found 
to  my  regret  that  tlie  leeches  had  not  been  applied.  The  thigh  was 
evidently  swelled,  and  the  pain  was  very  acute  in  the  upper  and 
posterior  part  of  the  leg,  about  the  insertion  of  the  popliteus  mus- 
cle. As  a  substitute  for  leeches,  a  bhster  to  the  groin  was 
directed,  and  the  limb  to  be  covered  with  strips  of  linen  wet  with  tepid 
Icad-wutcr.  licr  bowels  having  been  well  o|>cned,  and  not  having 
slept  much  for  tlie  last  two  night^ji,  forty  dropa  of  laudanum  wore 
billowed  tu  be  given  at  bed  time.     Next  luorniiur  the-  whole  Imih 
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was  swelled  down  lo  the  very  toea  ;  it  was  nearly  double  its  ordinarf  * 
size,  pale,  smooth  and  glossy,  and  exceedingly  tender  and  painful ; 
she  had  great  thirst,  liot  skin,  frequent  and  rather  hard  pulse,  and 
much  resliessness  and  anxiety  of  countenance.  The  blister  had 
raised  well,  but  she  had  not  slept,  nor  had  the  lead-water  been  ap- 
plied with  any  rogularjly.  The  secretion  of  the  breasts  was  very 
sparing,  although  they  had  been  regularly  drawn. 

She  was  now  bled  twelve  ounces  (the  blood  looked  sizy),  and 
directed  to  take  six  grains  of  the  nitrate  of  potass  with  the  third  of 
a  grain  of  tartarized  antimony  every  two  hours,  and  to  have  tbo 
lead- water  applied  diligently. 

Having  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  this  case  white  the  swel- 
ling was  only  in  progress,  I  was  enabled  very  distinctly  to  discover 
an  enlargement  of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  groin  and  along 
the  inside  of  the  thigh,  before  general  swelling  of  the  limb  had  taken 
place ;  I  was  not,  however,  able  to  trace  the  lymphatic  veesela 
themselves  by  any  prominent  lines,  or  other  means  than  the  patient's 
feelings  of  experiencing  the  greatest  sensation  of  sorene^  along  the 
precise  course  that  the  principal  lymphatic  trunks  are  known  to 
pursue. 

That  the  history  of  thia  case  may  not  bo  extended  to  the  length  of 
the  preceding  ones,  I  will  briefly  state  that  the  treatment  which  was 
punued,  after  what  has  been  detailed,  consisted  in  purging  every  other 
day  with  jalap  and  cremor  tartar,  low  diet,  lead-water  to  the  limb, 
and  ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  Dover's  powder  at  night,  when  necessary 
to  procure  rest ;  it  serving  the  double  purpose  of  inducing  sleep, 
and  carrying  off  the  morbid  heat  of  the  surface,  by  gentle  diapho- 
resis. 

All  her  acute  feelings  disappeared  in  about  two  weeks ;  after 
which,  stimulating  embrocations,  dry  frictions,  &c.  were  used  to 
give  tone  and  energy  to  the  part,  and  nourishing  diet,  with  bark  and 
port  wine,  to  restore  strength  to  the  general  system. 

In  the  histories  which  have  been  given  of  the  preceding  cases,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  present  to  the  reader's  attention  every  circum- 
stance that  fell  under  my  notice,  calculated  to  shed  light  upon  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  or  the  causes  of  ils  production.  In  doing  so, 
I  may  have  rendered  myself  liable  to  the  charge  of  tedious  and 
tueless  detail :  brevity,  however,  is  but  a  bad  apology  for  the  want  of 
perspicuity ;  and  it  is  better,  perhaps,  to  tax  the  reader's  patience 
with  a  little  prolixity,  than  to  leave  him  uninformed  of  small  but 
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frequently  important  links  in  the  chain  of  causation.  By  this  coune 
he  is  enabled  to  reason  for  himself  upon  the  facts  presented  to  his 
view,  and  to  judge  how  far  the  phenomena  observed  are  referable 
to  the  regular  progress  of  the  disease,  or  chargeable  to  accidental 
and  complicating  circumstances. 

Those  who  have  read  the  paper  of  which  the  present  is  a  conti- 
nuation, or  who  have  made  more  extensive  inquiries  into  the  nature 
of  phlegmasia  dolens,  must  have  been  struck  with  the  diversity  of 
opinions  which  have  been  entertained  in  relation  to  its  pathology. 
As  a  consequence  of  this  diversity  of  opinions  amongst  authors, 
their  practical  directions  are  found  to  be  not  less  various  and  con- 
tradictory. 

Believing  that  the  evidence  furnished  in  the  preceding  pages, 
supported  by  the  facts  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  majority  of 
those  who  have  witnessed  the  disease,  sufficiently  establishes  the  posi- 
tion that  it  consists  in  inflammation  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the 
affected  limb,  with  engorgement  of  the  vessels  which  pass  through 
them,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  indicate  the  practice  which  shall  be 
consistent  with  this  opinion,  and  in  some  degree  sanctioned  by  ex- 
perience. 

Before  proceeding  to  speak  of  the  curative  means  adapted  to 
phlegmasia  dolens,  it  may  be  proper  to  notice  the  most  prominent 
measures  for  its  prevention.  These  consist  in  the  careful  avoidance 
of  all  causes  of  febrile  excitement,  preceding  or  at  the  time  of 
confinement ;  and  the  prompt  employment  of  suitable  means  to  re- 
move that  condition  whenever  it  may  occur  ;  in  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  labour — strictly  abstaining  from  any  attempt  to  call  the 
uterus  into  violent  action  before  the  os  uteri  and  external  parts  are 
prepared  to  yield,  whether  by  encouraging  the  patient  to  exertions 
for  that  purpose,  by  the  use  of  ergot,  hot  drinks,  or  manual  inter- 
ference. 

Newly  delivered  women  should  be  carefully  guarded  against  cold, 
dampness,  or  too  great  heat :  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  go 
out  too  early,  and  their  first  attempts  should  be  short,  during  clear 
and  mild  weather,  and  when  weU  protected  by  suitable  clothing, 
especially  in  cold  climates,  or  variable  seasons  ;  and  their  breasts, 
even  when  it  is  not  designed  for  them  to  suckle,  should  be  carefully 
drawn,  to  keep  up  their  secretory  action,  until  the  system  has  reco- 
vered from  the  irritability  consequent  upon  the  puerperal  state. 

TreatmaU. — From  the  decidedly  inflammatory  character  of  phleg- 
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oiasia  (lolens,  especially  in  this  country,  ihe  ncccsaily  or  early  lilood- 
IcUingt  guided  in  extent  by  tlie  constitution  of  the  patient  and  seve- 
rity of  the  symploma,  must  bu  apparent :  at  the  same  time  moderate 
purging  with  the  neutral  sails,  low  diet,  and  the  most  absolute  rest, 
ehould  be  enjoined.  While  thus  employing  remedies  to  act  upon 
tlie  (general  syatem,  we  must  not  neglect  topical  means.  As  early 
as  possible  after  general  bleeding,  we  should  endeavour  to  relieve 
the  affected  lymphatic  glands,  particularly  those  of  the  gi-oin,  by  llie 
application  of  leeches  over  tbem  ;  and  it  U  probable  liiat  advantage 
would  be  derived  from  tlielr  more  extensive  employment. 

Afler  swelling,  heat  and  soreness  have  commenced  in  the  limb, 
il  should  be  covered  with  cloths  frequently  wet  with  weak  lead- 
water  ;  and  to  prevent  the  production  of  a  chill,  it  will  be  advisable 
to  havB  it  tepid  in  the  comtnenccment.  Warm  apjilicatiooEi,  as 
flannels  soaked  in  hot  vinegar,  have  been  used  by  many  practitioners, 
and  are  recommended  by  no  less  authorities  llian  Professor  Jakes 
and  M.  CiptiRos  j  but  they  have  not  succeeded  so  well  under  my 
notice,  nor  is  the  practice  consistent  with  our  general  treatment  of 
inflammation.  Yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  warm,  and  even  liot 
applications,  particularly  in  the  moist  state,  do  sometimes  give  relief 
in  inflammatory  cases  of  great  severity,  when  cold  is  productive  of 
mischief;  but  such  facts  arc  exceptions  to  a.  general  and  well  found- 
ed rule. 

In  addition  to  the  remedies  already  mentioned,  advantage  will  be 
obtained  from  the  use  of  some  mild  febrifuge,  which  shall  possess  a 
diaphoretic  property  ;  as  small  doses  of  the  nitrate  of  potass,  with 
tartarized  antimony;  or  the  aaiinc  mixture  with  a  few  drops  ofanli- 
monial  wine  in  each  dose. 

When  the  case  is  at  oil  severe,  the  patient  caiinol  sleep  without 
opium  in  some  form  ;  and  when  depletory  measures  have  been  carried 
to  a  proper  extent,  il  is  eminenlly  useful.  I  have  seen  the  most  bene- 
fit to  result  from  it  when  combined  with  ipecacuanha,  in  the  form  of 
Dover's  powder.     It  is  then  notonlyanodyne,  but  actively  diaphoretic. 

If  the  course  of  treatment  which  has  now  been  sketched  ia 
fully  employed,  the  urgent  symptoms,  as  fever,  pain,  &c.  will  be 
found  to  yield  in  (he  course  of  eight  or  ten  days  ;  but  much  care 
will  be  necessary  to  continue  (lie  antifebrile  treatment  until  the  in- 
flunnuitory  stage  shall  have  entirely  gone  by  ;  olfjerwisc  convales- 
cence will  be  unnecessarily  post[>oncd,  and  tljo  patient's  dufl'ei'ings 
greatly  increased.     Wliew  the  pain  and  tciiiieriicds  of  the  hiub  havr- 
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been  so  far  relieved  as  to  permit  some  degree  of  motion,  recovery 
will  be  greatly  accelerated  by  pretty  active  purging ;  and  for  this 
purpose,  a  combination  of  jalap  and  the  supertartrate  of  potash  will 
be  found  admirably  adapted.  In  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint, 
there  is  always  a  good  deal  of  tenderness  and  irritability  of  the  pel- 
vic viscera,  and  active  purging  at  such  time  would  be  more  likely  to 
increase  than  to  relieve  that  condition.  Such  a  course  would  also 
be  productive  of  immense  inconvenience  to  the  patient,  by  causing 
motion  at  a  time  when  the  most  absolute  rest  is  demanded  by  the 
pain  and  suffering  which  she  experiences  on  the  slightest  change  of 
position. 

Emetics  have  been  strongly  recommended  by  some  writers  in  the 
treatment  of  this  complaint ;  but  the  objections  to  purging,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  disease,  apply  not  less  forcibly  to  this  class  of  re- 
medies. When  the  first  or  inflammatory  stage  has  been  in  great 
measure  subdued,  and  a  stiff  and  torpid  state  of  the  limb  remaina, 
emetics,  like  cathartics,  may  be  highly  serviceable  in  arousing 
the  action  of  the  absorbents  and  the  dormant  powers  of  the  system. 
These  will  be  the  more  necessary  when  there  is  an  (edematous  con- 
dition of  the  limb.  At  this  stage,  advantage  will  also  be  derived 
from  substituting  mild  stimulants  for  the  lead-water.  Rye  whiskey, 
soap  liniment,  camphorated  spirits,  and  frictions  with  dry  flannel 
or  mustard  flour,  will  be  found  among  the  most  useful  of  the  kind. 

In  very  protracted  cases,  where  there  is  a  chronic  enlargement 
of  the  limb,  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the  well  known  influence 
which  mercury  possesses  over  glandular  and  lymphatic  diseases, 
that  it  would  prove  a  powerful  remedy.  In  fact  we  are  not  without 
testimony  on  this  point,  as  Dr  Hosack  has  employed  it  in  this  dis- 
ease with  very  favourable  results. 

In  regard  to  diet,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  speak.  The  necessity 
for  its  accommodation  to  the  different  stages  of  the  disease  and  con- 
ditions of  the  patient's  system  wiU  be  obvious  to  every  one.  It  has 
already  been  said,  that  during  the  acute  stage  of  the  disease,  it  must  be 
of  the  lightest  and  least  stimulating  kind;  and  it  is  equally  manifest  that 
when  that  period  has  gone  by,  it  should  consist  of  more  nourishing 
articles.  In  addition  to  better  diet^  during  convalescence,  the  use 
of  mild  tonics,  as  bark  and  the  mineral  acids,  with  the  moderate 
use  of  port  wine,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  &c.  will  greatly  assist  in 
restoring  the  system  to  its  natural  energy  and  to  the  hcaltliful  per- 
formance of  its  necessary  functions. 
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Article  X. — On  the  Mministration  of  Tartarixed  Antinimy,  in 
large  dosu,  in  some  of  the  Pbhgmasia.  By  James  Kitchen, 
JcN.  M.D. 

During  my  residence  in  Paris,  a  few  ye&rs  ago,  in  the  pursuit  ot 
my  medical  studies,  i  had  frequent  occasion  to  visit  the  various  lioa- 
pitals  fur  which  that  city  is  so  preeminently  celebrated,  and  to  attend 
to  the  excellent  cUnical  remarks  of  the  best  teachers  of  nic  'icine  and 
surgery  attached  to  those  institutions,  I  was  more  particularly, 
however,  in  the  habit  of  paying  attention  to  the  cliniiiue  of  M. 
Laxnnec,  a  celebrated  professor  of  that  metropolis,  and  the  well 
known  author  of  the  "  Auscultation  mediate,"  a  method  of  ascer- 
taining diseases  which  is  too  much  neglected  by  physicians  in 
general.  In  going  the  rounds  of  his  hospital  for  the  first  time,  my 
attention  was  chiefly  attracled  by  his  boldness  in  the  exhibition  of 
remedies,  and  nice  discrimination  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease,  more 
particularly  of  atfections  of  the  chest,  through  the  instrumentality 
of  his  new  invention,  thestetlioscope.  His  accuracy  and  ease  in  the 
detection  of  the  minutest  vestige  of  disease  by  this  instrument  were 
really  astonishing,  and  were  well  calculated  lo  impress  forcibly  on 
the  mind  of  anyone,  in  the  least  conversant  witli  medicine,  ils  inva- 
luable aid. 

What,  however,  more  particularly  rivetted  my  attention,  was  his 
administration  of  lat^e  doses  of  tartar  emetic,  in  the  various  phleg- 
masiee  that  fell  under  his  notice,  chiefly  in  pneumonia,  and  that  too 
in  the  majority  of  cases,  without  the  least  vomiting  or  nausea,  and 
with  the  most  marked  and  unfailing  success. 

Having  heard  much  of  the  Brocssais  doctrine  from  varioua 
sources,  having  followed  that  celebrated  professor  through  his 
wards  and  attended  his  lectures  for  some  time,  having  thus  "  many 
a  time  and  o(l"  heard  from  liis  own  lips  that  almost  all  diseases  are 
more  or  less  implicated  with  a  gastro -enteritis,  having  heard  of  the 
dreadful  consequences  attendant,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  upon 
the  ingestion  of  most  of  the  articles  of  the  materia  mcdica  and  more 
especially  of  such  as  are  aptly  termed  the  heroic  remedies, — from 
these  circumstances,  1  say,  as  well  as  from  the  ireneral  timidity 
mid  expectant  practice  of  French  physicians  in  general,  1  must 
confess  thai,  although  an  American  graduate,  1  was  somewhat 
Elarlled,  and  immediately  came  to  the  reiwlution  In  watch  his 
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tice,  its  effects  upon  his  patients  while  living  and,  in  case  of  death, 
in  the  autopsic  examination,  that  I  might  thus  arrive  at  a  just  contu- 
sion, and  be  able  to  steer  with  somewhat  more  certainty  between  the 
two  conflicting  doctrines,  or  methods  of  practice,  and  thus  render 
to  each  its  due  share  of  danger  and  efficacy. 

The  result  of  my  views  in  relation  to  this  method  of  practice  I 
shall  now  lay  before  my  medical  brethren,  with  all  that  deference 
which  I  am  sure  every  young  practitioner  fnust  feel,  when  for  the 
first  time  he  undertakes  to  commit  an  essay  to  a  periodical, 
where,  he  well  knows,  it  will  be  read  by  many  criticising  eyes, 
and  that  too  of  practitioners  so  much  older  than  himself,  and  so 
much  his  superior  in  all  medical  attainments.  Although  in  this  ge- 
neral view  of  the  case,  he  may  be  somewhat  abashed,  he  still  feeh 
persuaded,  that  to  some  he  will  be  able  to  present  something  new, 
and  perhaps  induce  others  who  have  already  heard  of  the  practice  to 
give  it  a  trial,  and  thus  not  hastily  condemn  because  it  does  not  ex- 
actly suit  their  view  of  the  case ;  for  it  is  the  result  of  our  practice 
that  wc  should  chiefly  look  to,  and  not  suffer  ourselves  to  be  drawn 
away  by  any  theory  or  system  how  plausible  soever  it  may  appear 
on  paper  or  in  debate,  provided  it  does  not  answer  our  views  at  the 
bed  side,  the  only  crucible  of  all  doctrines. 

Indulgence  must  be  claimed,  from  the  circumstance  of  my  wri- 
ting altogether  from  memory,  not  having  kept  any  notes  of  any 
consequence.  M.  Laexnec  held  his  clinique  in  a  portion  of  the 
Hospital  of  La  Charitd,  a  small  but  excellent  edifice,  built  for  the 
great  Corvisart  during  the  revolution.  It  is  to  this  department 
that  all  the  diseases  of  the  chest  are  brought  and  are  under  the  imme- 
diate care  of  M.  L.  During  my  visits,  it  contained  about  fifly  beds, 
always  occupied,  and  thus  afforded  a  fine  opportunity  for  the  study 
of  that  class  of  affections,  under  so  able  and  celebrated  a  master. 

In  cases  of  pneumonia  or  inflammation  of  the  parenchyma  of  the 
Innga,  (for  the  best  description  of  this  disease  consult  his  work  on 
auscultation  mediate,)  if  the  attack  was  violent,  it  was  customary  to 
Jjleed  to  the  extent  of  twenty  ounces,  and  immediately  to  commence 
with  the  administration  of  tartar  emetic,  gr.  i.  in  sweetened  orange 
flower  water  3  ii.  a  iii.  every  two  hours  during  the  day,  and  to  put  the 
patient  on  strict  diet.  Thus  during  the  day  the  patient  was  to  take 
about  six  grains  of  tartar  emetic.  During  the  night,  except  in  violent 
cases,  tlie  medicine  was  suspended  and  the  patient  allowed  to  sleep. 
He  recommenced  next  day  in  the  same  manner,  and  increased,  if  ad- 
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visable,  to  niite  gvauiB,  always  increasing  lite  veliii-le  in  proportion. 
Should  the  firal  or  second  dose  vdidIi  or  purge,  it  waa  atill  contin> 
lied,  and  generally  speaking,  tlie  system  would  soon  lolerate  it  and 
the  most  decided  benefit  would  result.  In  llic  course  of  a  day 
or  two,  and  particularly  if  the  case  waa  violent,  an  increase  of  the 
dose  was  made,  raising  it  half  a  grain  every  two  hours  and  always, 
as  before  remarked,  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  vehicle  in  pro- 
portion. Sometimes,  though  rarely,  it  was  impossible  lo  moke  it  stay 
on  ihe  stomach  or  sojourn  in  the  bowels,  it  either  coming  up  by  vomit- 
ing or  producing  profuse  stools  soon  after  its  ingestion.  In  such  cases 
it  was  always  discontinued  and  the  kermes  mineral  aiibsliluted  in 
its  place.  M.  L.  however  placed  very  little  confidence  in  this  last ; 
he  has  given  it  to  the  extent  of  forty  grains  every  two  hours,  bul 
without  any  very  decided  eHccls.  Generally  speaking,  when  tlie 
system  could  not  tolerate  the  fart,  emetic,  llie  attack  was  mild  and 
little  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  it :  but  on  the  other  hand  (and 
this  is  certainly  a  beautiful  and  gratifying  view  of  the  subject)  where 
the  case  was  of  tremendous  violence  threatening  to  suffocate  the 
patient  at  every  respiration,  the  remedy  acted  more  like  an  opiate 
than  an  emetic  ;  the  patient  seeming  to  become  comparatively  free 
from  uneasiness  and  that  dreadful  anxiety  which  often  accompanies 
affections  of  the  chest,  as  soon  as  it  had  time  lo  exert  its  customary 
action.  One  case  I  particularly  remember :  it  was  an  exceedingly 
violent  altsck  of  pori|meuniony  of  the  right  lung  and  a  portion  of 
the  chest ;  the  man  was  almost  in  a  state  of  auflbcation ;  bo  was 
imrhediately  bled  to  the  extent  of  3  xx.  and  the  tartar  emetic  adminis- 
tered, as  detailed  above,  in  grain  doses  every  two  hours.  At  the  next 
visit  the  most  marked  benefit  wasobservable  ;  the  medicine  had  acted 
slightly  on  his  bowels  :  in  the  course  of  Hie  treatment  the  remedy 
was  raised  to  nine  and  twelve  grains  per  diem  ;  this  last,  however,  waa 
Boon  discontinued,  as  it  alTected  bis  alimentary  canal  with  too  fre- 
quent purgings.  From  a  note  found  in  a  small  memorandum  book,  I 
find  that  this  man  remained  under  treatment  one  month,  thathe  took  in 
the  whole  three  hundred  and  twelve  grains  of  tart,  emetic,  an  average 
of  about  ten  gr.  per  diem  :  that,  by  the  stethoacope,  nearly  the  whole* 
of  the  right  lung  had  suppurated,  the  left  however  was  perfectly  sane ; 
and  this  diagnosis  I  am  inclined  to  believe  correct,  not  only  from  the 
duration  of  the  malady,  and  the  immense  dischai^e  of  mailer,  even 
from  the  moment  of  his  admission  till  his  linal  restoration,  bul  likewise 
from  the  well  known  accuracy  of  M.  L.  in  delecting  scarcelv  with- 
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out  a  failure,  lesions  of  texture,  as  proved  beyond  a  doubt,  when- 
ever, unfortunately,  the  cases  proved  fatal,  and  autopsic  exami- 
fiations  were  made,  as  in  Uie  French  Hospitals  is  the  case  with  every 
such  subject.  I  have  mentioned,  that  the  man's  bowels  were  some- 
what disordered  by  the  medicine  ;  less  so  on  tlie  reduction  of  the 
dose ;  however,  they  soon  returned  to  their  normal  condition ;  his 
appetite  even  became  voracious,  and  he  was  constantly  beseeching 
the  Dr  to  increase  his  diet,  that  he  could  not  exist  under  the  small 
portion  of  food  that  was  measured  out  to  him.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  had  been  raised  to  the  full  diet  of  the  house,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  treatment ;  it  was  soon  however  reduced,  as  his 
system  was  too  feeble  to  befur  such  a  portion ;  there  was  no  nau- 
sea, no  uneasiness  of  the  bowels,  nothing  like  inflammation  nor  even 
irritation,  although  he  had  almost  lived  upon  the  medicine,  and  had 
taken  in  the  whole,  as  mentioned  above,  three  hundred  and  twelve 
grains.  It  will  be  supposed  by  some,  perliaps,  that  this  does  not 
speak  much  in  favour  of  the  remedy,  as  the  patient  lost  by  suppu- 
ration a  large  portion  of  his  right  lung ;  it  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  the  case  was  an  extremely  violent  one,  occupying 
the  whole  extent  of  one  lung  and  a  large  portion  of  the  other, 
and  moreover  that  pus  was  formed  even  upon  his  admission  into 
the  house  and  before  any  thing  was  done  for  him.  Numerous 
other  cases  came  under  my  notice,  treated  in  the  same  manner, 
and  with  much  more  happy  results ;  none  however  being  so  vio- 
lent and  urgent  as  the  one  above,  their  individual  traces  are  not 
so  strongly  engraven  on  my  memory.  Moderate  cases,  or  even 
violent  ones,  when  seen  in  due  time,  were  always  cured  without 
a  trace  of  organic  lesion  ;  and  even,  in  some  few  cases,  when  the 
lungs,  from  some  cause  or  other,  were  exceedingly  prone  to  run 
into  suppuration,  the  lesion  was  generally  of  small  extent,  and  would 
never  have  been  suspected  eitlier  by  the  patient  or  practitioner,  had 
not  tlic  stethoscope  unveiled  it  to  the  view  of  the  latter. 

Since  my  return  to  tliis  city,  I  iiave  tried  it  in  some  few  cases — in 
some  with  much  benefit — in  others,  where  the  system  was  not  tole- 
rant, of  course  I  had  to  abandon  it  and  resort  to  other  remedies.  I 
shall  now  relate  a  few  cases  in  which  I  have  made  use  of  the  tartar 
emetic.  Mr  S.  sent  for  me  to  see  him — ^he  had  been  unwell  three 
or  four  days — had  been  bled  3  xii.  purged  and  had  a  blister  on  his 
cliefit.  He  wns  labouring  under  the  symptoms  of  pneumonia  with  a 
<^ip;lit  (ouch  of  plcuriHv.     It  is  unnecessary  here  to  relate  these  nymp- 
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tonia,  as  it  would  unnecessarily  swell  tllc  roport,     1  ordered  tlio  || 
lowing  prcBCription : — 

R. — Tart.  Antlni.  gr.  xvi. 

Aq.  Clnnain.  3  viii, — M. 
a  tablo  spoonful  to  be  taken  every  two  bout's  in  about  Uic  uune 
quantity  of  "sweetened  water.  Tlie  first  tabic  spoonl'ul  brought  up 
much  green  bilious  matter :  he  went  on  however  and  took  in  all  about 
thirty  grains  with  continued  relief;  for  on  the  third  day,  the  abund- 
ant viscous  cspectoration  had  nearly  ceased ;  this  viscous  expeclo- 
ration,  peculiar  to  pneumonia  vera,  was  very  abundant  the  first  two 
days,  but  on  the  third  had  nearly  ceased,  a  revoiutign  having  1  sup* 
pose  taken  place :  having  still  some  uneasiness  inside,  a  blit^ter  was 
ordered  which  soon  aflbrded  relief  and  the  patient  was  discharged. 
This  was  a  mild  case,  it  however  shews  the  efficacy,  in  some  degree, 
of  the  tartar  emetic. 

The  neat  case  I  shall  relate  was  that  of  a  child  aged  two  years- 
had  been  unwell  some  days  before  I  saw  it.  I  soon  discovered  vjo^ 
lent  inflammation  of  the  lungs — there  was  high  fever — pulse  hard 
and  strong — tongue  white  in  centre  and  red  round  llie  edges — akin 
dry — every  thiog  most  unfavourable.  V.  S.  3  siv.  Calomel,  pp.  gr. 
ri.  Tart,  Antim.  gr,  R  every  two  hours,  made  up  as  alwve;  blister 
on  breast.  Next  morning  visited  the  child  and  found  it  mucli 
wo(8C ;  the  calomel  and  antimony  had  been  given  ;  the  other,  in  tbio 
case  and  in  this  particular  stage  of  the  cise  the  most  essential,  hoii 
been  neglected.  I  now  ordered  him  to  be  bled  till  bo  fainted,  ant) 
antimony  gr.  (S  every  hour.  Next  morning  i  found  that  he  had  been 
bled  but  only  to  the  extent  of  about  S  x.  I  soon  perceived  that  ho 
was  so  bad  that  it  was  impossible  to  save  him.  Antim.  gr.  ii  every 
halfhour.  Upon  my  visit  next  day  I  found  him  dead,  la  all  lie  had 
taken  twenty-four  grains  in  three  days.  This  case  was  a  very  vio- 
lent one ;  but  had  proper  attention  been  paid  to  what  was  ordered, 
1  would  have  almost  staked  my  own  existence  on  a  happy  result. 
V.  S.  should  have  been  practised  and  tiiat  to  a  large  extent ;  for, 
in  such  cases,  there  is  no  substitute  for  it,  the  antimony  being  only  an 
adjuvant,  but  I  stilt  think  a  most  valuable  one.    , 

The  next  case  was  iha^  of  Mrs  W.  1  was  culled  to  see  her  April 
13th  1826,  She  had  been  confined  with  the  influenza  some  time 
before  for  three  weeks  ;  she  had  high  fever,  pulse  hard,  tense,  pain 
in  head,  pain  and  soreness  of  led  lung,  sputa  tenacious,  viscid,  nltb 
small  specka  of  pus.    V.  a.  3  .w.  Epispaslic  to  side,  and  awcel  8pin«« 
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ofnitre  and  antimonial  wine.  14ib,  somewhat  improved.  15th,wone^ 
return  of  fever,  d&c.,  pulse  being  too  weak  to  bleed,  ordered  tart, 
antim.  gr.  i.  every  two  hours.  16th,  much  better,  had  taken, 
through  mistake,  gr.  i.  every  hour,  without  vomiting,  and  it  had 
even  put  a  stop  to  a  troublesome  purging  that  she  had  since  the 
the  influenza  lefl  her.  17th,  had  sweated  all  night,  tongue  still  red 
at  point  and  a  little  dry  in  the  centre,  pulse  natural,  sputa  abundant, 
very  tenacious,  of  a  greenish  tinge,  streaked  with  blood :  go  on  with 
tart,  antim.  gr.  i.  every  hour.  18th,  supports  the  medicine  very 
well ;  somewhat  improved ;  tongue  cleaner  and  redness  disappear- 
ing ;  cough  easier ;  feels  drowsy.  She  went  on  much  the  same  till 
the  21st,  when  I  raised  the  antimon.  to  gr.  ii.  every  hour;  she  took 
it  four  times,  and  vomited  the  last,  when  she  returned  to  the  old 
standard ;  on  the  23d,  she  passed  two  lumbricoides,  as  thick  as  her 
little  finger,  according  to  her  account.  She  went  on  improving  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month  felt  quite  restored.  May  Ist, 
Cough  slight ;  little  or  no  expectoration ;  complains  of  an  oppres- 
sion at  the  region  of  heart ;  the  pulse  is  only  38  and  intermittent ; 
as  she  has  palpitation,  there  is  probably  some  disease  of  that  organ ; 
she  now  takes  the  antimony,  gr.  i.  every  two  hours.  May  2d  quite 
well ;  suspends  all  medicines  and  takes  plenty  of  nourishment.  Du- 
ring the  treatment  I  did  not  perceive  any  suppurative  matter,  ex- 
cept the  first  day.  She  took  on  the  whole  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  grains  of  tart,  emetic,  and  with  considerable  benefit. 

The  last  that  I  shall  relate  was  that  of  a  coloured  man,  upwards 
of  sixty  years  of  age  ;  was  called  to  see  him  November  12th  1827: 
he  had  pain  in  lefl  side  ;  pain  in  head ;  eyes  red  ;  cough  ;  expecto- 
ration of  tough  peripneumonic  mucus  streaked  with  blood,  there  was 
nearly  a  pint  in  the  basin ;  slight  vomiting ;  tongue  white  in  centre, 
and  red  round  the  edges ;  considerable  fever,  pulse  rather  hard,  but  not 
very  frequent ;  breast  sounds  well,  except  at  the  scat  of  pain  ;  plcuro- 
peripncumoniaofthclower  part  of  the  left  lung ;  ordered  a  blister  over 
it,  and  a  table  spoonful  every  two  hours  of  the  following  mixture : — 
R. — Tart.  Antimon.  gr.  xvi. 

Aq.  Cinnam.  3  viii. 

Tinct.  Opii,  gtt.  xi. — M. 
to  be  washed  down  with  a  little  sweetened  water ;  barley  water  and 
flaxseed  tea  as  diet.     November  13th,  he  could  not  support  the 
medicine ;  one  dose  vomited  and  purged  so  much  that  lie  was  afraid 
to  venture  on  a  second ;  he  was  improved  however  in  every  respect ; 


I 
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■kin  nioisl ;  pain  left  him ;  still  expectorates  a  Utugh  miiciu  mixeS 
with  Mood ;  I  advised  him  to  attempt  a  tcaspoonful  or  the  above. 
November  I4tb,  much  better,  but  has  not  taken  a  drop  more  of  the 
mizlure  i  no  pain;  little  cough;  blister  drew  very  tittle.  Novem- 
ber 15tb,  improving;  cough  and  expectoration  very  trifling;  dia- 
charged  him.  Here  it  will  be  perceived  that  resolution  took  place 
very  speedily  and  that  too  upon  the  ingestion  of  but  one  grain ;  it  must 
be  confessed  however  that  this  one  grain  acted  upon  him  in  a  pretty 
harah  manner.  He  was  an  old  man ;  and  we  occasionally  come 
across  syHtems  that  cannot  support  the  medicine  :  the  remedy  how- 
ever had  the  desired  effect,  which  was  all  that  could  be  demanded. 

These  four  cases  shew  very  evidently,  that  it  may  be  given  in 
this  wav,  not  only  with  safety,  but  with  much  efficacy  and  success. 
Tn  the  first  case,  it  was  undoubtedly  of  much  benefit.  The  loss  of 
5o  much  of  the  right  lung  was  owing,  most  probably,  to  a  vomi- 
ca, although  this  is  ascertained  to  be  a  very  rare  occurrence.  The 
second  case  was  lost  entirelyby  the  negligence  of  the  motlier.  In  the 
third  and  fourth,  it  was  of  considerable  benefit.  They  all  shew  that  it 
may  be  given  as  described,  even  from  a  child  of  two  yeara  old  lo 
the  age  of  seventy,  without  tlie  least  danger,  but  on  the  contrary 
with  much  hope  of  success. 

Anotlier  inflammatory  alTeclion,  in  which  the  success  of  this  me- 
thod of  administering  the  antimony  was  most  marked  and  evident, 
was  in  articular  rheumatism,  or  that  species  which  attacks  the  joints, 
and  particularly  the  larger  ones.  This  is  an  csceedingly  unpleasant 
affection,  coming  on  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  rheumatic  aficc- 
tions,  concenbuting  its  force  in  the  capsular  cavities  of  the  articula- 
tions, and  in  a  short  time  producing  effusion  therein.  The  patienU 
cry  out,  whenever  you  attempt  to  lay  your  hand  on  them  to  make 
an  examination,  or  even  sometimes  when  you  approach  the  bed — 
the  bod  clothes  themselves  arc  often  insupportable,  so  acutely  sensi- 
ble to  the  lightest  pressure  have  the  cavities  become,  through  the 
mflammalory  action  that  is  raging  within  them. 

It  is  in  this  affection.  1  say,  that  I  was  witness  to  the  most  marked 
and  evident  success,  from  the  administration  of  antimony  in  largo 
doses — one  case,  and  one  will  be  sufficient  to  relate  here,  1  well  re- 
member. The  patient  was  admitted  about  an  hour  before  the  regu- 
lar visit,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning.  As  soon  as  M.  L.  examined 
Iiim  he  ordered  tart,  antim.gr.  i.  every  two  hours,  to  be  given  in  the 
usual  way — oven  before  bed  time,  and  consc'iucutly  after  the  irigM 
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tion  of  only  six  grains,  according  to  the  report  of  the  house  stu- 
dent, he  was  so  much  relieved,  that  he  left  his  bed,  and  walked  up 
and  down  the  ward  several  times ;  the  consequence  of  which  was^ 
that,  the  next  morning,  he  was  worse  than  ever.  The  antimony  waf 
again  given,  and  the  same  effects  foUowed ;  in  a  day  or  two  ha 
was  discharged  perfectly  well.  I  was  never  more  astonished  and 
better  satisfied  with  the  powerful  effects  of  the  medicine,  and  of  the 
certainty  of  its  operation  in  any  disease,  than  I  was,  in  this  instance, 
of  this  preparation.  The  certainty  of  the  cure  being  performed  by 
the  antimony,  and  that  too  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  and  in  a  dis- 
ease, which,  to  the  usual  method  of  treatment,  is  well  known  to  be 
very  rebellious,  drove  completely  away  from  my  mind  all  doubts  as 
to  its  efficacy  in  this,  as  in  several  other  diseases,  and  left  no  further 
desideratum  as  regarded  its  treatment.  Happy,  thrice  happy  in- 
deed, would  it  be  for  suffering  humanity,  and  most  gratifying  would 
it  prove  to  the  practitioner  of  our  art,  were  there  allotted,  by  the 
bountiful  Giver  of  all  good,  antidotes  to  every  disease,  as  sure  in 
their  effects,  and  as  quick  and  permanent  in  their  cure,  as  this  pre- 
paration of  antimony  is  to  articular  rheumatism.  I  use  this  strong 
language,  because  the  above  is  not  a  solitary  case,  nor  is  it  one  suc- 
cessful one  among  many  fiiilures — I  have  seen  many  cured  in  a  simi- 
lar manner,  and  with  equal  promptness,  and  so  well  convinced  was 
M.  L.  of  its  certain  power  and  effect,  that  he  used  to  call  it,  in  this 
disease,  the  medicine  par  excellence,  as  leaving  nothing  further  to 
be  desired.  The  effused  fluid  is  almost  always  absorbed  in  one  or 
two  days,  and  sometimes,  according  to  the  report  of  M.  L.  in  six  or 
eight  hours — an  effect  of  the  medicine  which  is  really  extraordi- 
nary. 

Since  my  return  to  this  city,  I  have  not  eome  across  a  single  case 
of  the  kind.  Of  rheumatism,  attacking  other  parts,  however,  I  have ; 
and  am  disposed  to  think  favourably  of  tartar  emetic  in  seve- 
ral cases  in  which  I  have  administered  it,  when  it  would  rest  on  the 
stomach.  For  unfortunately,  from  the  few  opportunities  I  have  had 
in  this  last  description  of  rheumatism,  the  system  does  not  appear 
to  tolerate  it  very  well;  hence  the  practitioner  is  baffled  in  its 
use.  I  have  found,  that,  when  it  was  tolerated,  it  was  of  conside- 
rable service. 

It  is  likewise  recommended  in  other  inflammatory  affections,  of 
which,  however,  I  have  very  little  to  say,  as  I  was  not  witness  to  its 
use  in  any  other  than  those  I  have  mentioned. 
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The  other  phlegmamie,  in  which  it  may  be  used,  are  iritis,  deep 
seated  inflammation  of  the  tunics  of  the  eye,  erysipelas,  hydrocepha- 
his  acotiis,  d&c.  In  this  hist,  it  is  said  to  be  superior  to  the  mercu- 
rial practice.  I  must  confess,  however,  that  having  been  taught  a 
difierent  method,  that  is  the  mercuriai  practice,  and  all  my  brethren 
osing  the  same,  I  have  been  too  timid  to  attempt  an  innovation,  in  a 
disease  of  such  violence  and  such  fiital  tendency.  I  must,  however, 
at  the  same  time,  acknowledge,  that  in  the  few  cases  that  have  come 
under  my  notice,  the  probability  is,  that  the  emetic  might  have  been 
of  equal  service  with  the  mercury,  and  that  the  very  next  case 
that  I  shall  be  caUed  to  treat,  I  wUl  endeavour  to  test  its  efiScacy. 
There  is  not  the  least  question  in  my  mind  that,  if  the  stomach 
will  bear  the  dose,  it  will  prove  of  essential  benefit ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, in  these  cases  the  stomach  is  always  more  or  less  affected, 
and  hence  will  arise  a  difficulty,  which  possibly  may  be  insurmount- 
able. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  some  physiologists  that  the  brain  has 
no  absorbents,  connected  with  the  tiews  of  M.  L.  as  to  the  modus 
operandi  of  the  antimony  being  by  absorption,  I  should  have,  to  be 
sure,  very  little  hopes  of  success.  Fortunately,  however,  for  tliis 
description  of  cases  at  least,  the  former  opinion  is  a  mere  supposi- 
tion, admitting  of  no  positive  proof,  arising  only  from  negative  fiicts, 
and  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  general  laws  of  the  animal 
economy,  and  the  particular  one  of  growth  and  nutrition  in  that 
organ,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  frame. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  related,  M.  L.  was  in  the  habit  of 
administering  it  in  the  same  way  in  cases  of  palsy,  particularly 
when  the  consequence  of  apoplexy.  I  will  mention  one  case.  The 
right  arm  alone  was  affected,  so  that  the  patient  had  no  power  over 
it  whatever — it  was  materially  benefited  by  the  treatment.  Tliis 
man  had  arrived  at  the  quantity  of  3  i.  during  the  day,  taking  five 
grains  every  hour.  It  was  at  this  time  that  I  lefl  Paris,  and  conse- 
quently heard  nothing  more  of  the  case.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  treatment,  it  was  totally  impossible  for  the  man  to  give  his  arm 
the  least  motion — the  last  time  I  saw  him,  he  could  lift  it  halfway  up 
to  his  head  and  was  improving  every  day.  It  is  presumable,  that  this 
amelioration  was  produced  by  the  medicine,  as  he  had  taken  nothing 
eke.  To  say  the  least  of  it,  it  is  worthy  a  trial  in  these  cases.  M. 
L.  used  to  relate  that,  in  some  instances,  he  had  performed  perfect 
cures — in  others  he  had  failed :  but  cannot  every  physician  say  the 
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same  of  every  article  of  the  materia  medica,  however  much  it  may 
have  been  boasted  of.  ^ 

Remarks, — It  will  readily  be  perceived  by  many  of  my  readers^ 
that  the  above  is  no  new  practice — it  has  prevailed  in  Italy  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  still  holds  its  sway,  and  is 
every  day  gaining  new  partizans.  It  is  in  fact  essentially  the  coun- 
ter-stimulant method  of  curing  diseases,  emanating  from  the  Italian 
doctrine  taught  at  present  by  the  celebrated  Tomassini  of  Bologna, 
BoBDA  of  Pavia,  Breka  of  Padua  and  others,  equally  well  known  to 
the  medical  world  as  professors  of  first  rate  abilities  and  practical 
physicians  of  acknowledged  skill  and  acute  discernment. 

The  first  impulse  was  given  to  it  by  the  no  less  celebrated  Rasori, 
during  an  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Genoa  during  the  years  1799 
and  1800,  in  which  he  saw  the  sad  effects  resulting  from  the  Bru- 
nonian  doctrine,  which  at  that  time  occupied  the  attention  and 
directed  the  practice  of  almost  all  the  medical  men  of  that  country. 
Italy  was  the  theatre  upon  which  Brown  was  received  with  the 
greatest  eclat.  His  doctrine  was  well  received  by  the  schools  of 
that  country,  and  distributed  over  its  whole  surfiice  by  the  students, 
who  implicitly  received,  as  sacred,  what  emanated  from  the  mouths 
of  their  preceptors.  It  soon,  however,  felt  a  fatal  shock — its  almost 
'  universal  prevalence  led  to  more  minute  examination,  and  thus  by 
its  diffusion  its  weakness  was  discovered,  and  the  Italian  system  was 
erected  triumphantly  on  its  ruins. 

This  event  took  place,  as  mentioned  above,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  present  century.  This  doctrine,  like  that  of  Brown,  divides 
diseases  into  sthenic  and  asthenic,  or  diseases  of  high  and  low  ac- 
tion :  unlike  it,  however,  it  considers  the  former  as  by  far  the  most 
numerous  class,  due  to  an  increase  of  excitability,  or  to  an  excess 
of  stimulus,  requiring,  in  consequence,  a  certain  class  of  articles, 
which  it  calls  counter-stimulants,  or  such  as  possess  a  particular  de- 
bilitating property,  acting  upon  the  excitability  in  a  manner  oppo- 
site to  that  of  stimulation. 

The  counter-stimulant  articles  of  the  materia  medica  are,  afler 
this  tlieory,  endowed  with  a  property  of  lowering  the  excitement, 
not  however  like  venesection  and  purging  by  the  subtraction  of 
stimulus,  but  by  depressing  the  excitability  of  the  fibre  by  a  sort  of 
specific  property.      Among  these  articles,  it  will  be  only  necessary 
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htra  to  moitioii  t|ia  tartarized  antimony :  that  preparation  which  I 
htfe  Mideavoiirad  to  proM  on  yomr  notice  in  the  finregoing  pages. 

From  thia  sketch,  it  will  appear,  that  the  phlegroasie,  being 
OpBsidered  as  diseases  of  exeilemeDt,  or  technioilly  called  sthenic, 
siqinre  for  their  eradication  the  counter-stimulants  which  act  by  de- 
fvesiing  the  fibre  lusd  hnrering-the  excitement  when  in  that  state ; 
•ad  the  move  the  case  is  one  of  stimulus,  so  much  the  more  toler- 
anee  has  the  system  for  the  counter-stimulant  article. 
.  The  word  tolerance,  which  I  have  made  use  of  several  times,  is 
•  d^ved'  fipom  the  Italian  toBerauat  which  is  consecrated,  in  the 
language  of  the  Hahan  doctrine,  to  express  the  &culty,  which  the 
qfatdm  possesses,  <^  supporting  a  larger  or  a  smaller  dose  of  medi- 
eiDe,proportionedto  the  degree  of  the  disease.  Thus,  for  example, 
itt  a  case  of  acute  pneumonia,  if  the  patient  supports  a  large  dose 
of  antimony,  without  vomiting,  he  is  said  to  tolerate  that  dose. 
' '  Frdm  this  imperfect  sketch,  it  will  readily  be  perceived,  why  the 
iDstimony  is  used  in  phlegmasiaB,  and  of  the  modus  operandi  of  tlw 
ssedidihe,  according  to  the  Italian  theory.  The  diseasies  I  have 
laentioned  are  sthenic ;  the  indication  is  to  use  counter-stimulants. 
Many  of  these  are  supposed  to  have  an  elective  action  on  different 
ofgans,*and  the  antitnony  particulariy  on  the  lungs,  hence  its  utili^ 
in  pneumcMiia.  -  What  that  peculiar  action  may  be,  regard  being 
had  to  the  proper  dose,  it  may  perhaps  be  difficult  precisely  to 
say — that  it  has  an  action  on  those  organs  there  is  no  doubt,  for  in 
eases  of  poisoning  from  that  article,  the  lungs  are  always  in  a  state 
of  inflammatory  action,  as  proved  by  Orftla  in  his  experiments — 
in  this  case  and  in  proper  doses,  suffice  it  for  us  that  it  is  beneficial, 
without  knowing  whether  it  be  owing  to  its  counter-stimulant  pro- 
perty or  not — this  is  the  solution  of  the  question  by  Rasori,  To- 
XAssna  and  others.  M.  Laenneg,  however,  although,  in  these  in- 
stances, he  follows  the  practice  of  these  celebrated  men,  does  not 
adopt  their  theory.  His  opinion  is,  that  it  exerts  its  beneficial  influ- 
ence, by  producing  an  extremely  active  absorption,  which  causes,  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time,  in  many  instances,  a  complete  resolution 
of  the  inflammation ;  for  in  many  cases  of  articular  rheumatism,  where 
there  is  considerable  effusion -^within  the  capsular  cavities,  the  anti- 
mony produces  an  absorption  in  a  day  or  two,  and  even  according 
to  the  observation  of  M.  L.  in  some  instances,  in  six  or  eight 
hours. 

Another  explanation  of  its  modus  operandi  is  given  by  the  par- 
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tizans  of  the  French  doctrine,  viz.  that  it  acts  by  producing  a  revul- 
sion on  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and  thus,  by  irritating  the  mu- 
cous surface  of  the  canal,  eUcits  the  inflammatory  action  from  the 
lungs  to  locate  itself  on  those  organs  According  to  this  summarf 
way  of  loosening  the  knot,  we  have  tlieir  favourite  gastro-cnteritis 
produced,  which  has  the  power,  peculiar  in  this  instance,  of  doing 
away  a  similar  affection  in  the  lungs,  whereas,  in  all  other  inflamma- 
tions, its  addition  becomes  an  aggravating  cause.  By  what  we  hear 
and  read  of  this  doctrine,  however,  we  should  be  a  little  puzzled  to 
say  which  is  the  most  dangerous  affection,  a  gastro-enteritis  or  a 
pneumonia,  and  yet  in  this  case  it  appears  to  become  very  trifling. 
Is  this  however  a  true  and  correct  statement  of  the  case  ?  Let  us 
inquire,  what  evidence  they  have,  to  ground  them  in  such  an  asser- 
tion— and  this  we  shall  do  in  very  few  words.  In  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  is  there  vomiting  or  purging  ?  No.  Is  there  any  un- 
easiness or  irritation  of  that  chain  of  organs  ?  Not  the  least*  Is 
there  any  inflammation  detected,  when,  unfortunately,  in  the  course 
of  such  treatment,  a  patient  dies  ?  Not  a  vestige-— since  according 
to  M.  L.'s  testimony,  grounded  on  much  experience  and  very  ex- 
tensive pathological  observation,  derived  from  autopsic  examinations 
in  a  large  hospital,  as  also  from  the  testimony  of  others  equally  cele- 
brated, particularly  in  Italy,  where,  from  the  first  dawnings  of  our 
science,  dissections  have  been  faithfully  made,  and  pathological  ana- 
tomy particularly  attended  to ;  from  the  testimony  of  such  men,  1 
say,  wc  learn,  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  instances,  the  mucous  sur- 
face of  that  canal  is,  upon  examination,  in  a  perfectly  healthy 
condition,  and  so  far  from  being  in  a  state  of  what  could,  upon  the 
most  extensive  latitude  of  the  term,  be  called  inflammation  or  even 
simple  irritation  of  the  French  school,  it  is  ver}'  oflen  whiter  than  usual. 
The  most  sensible  apparent  cflTects  of  the  remedy,  are,  in  some  cases, 
an  increase  of  perspiration  and  of  urine,  and  in  all,  a  diminution  of 
febrile  action,  (which  would  not  surely  be  the  c<it^,  if  it  produced  a 
gastro-entcritis,  the  great  and  extensive  generator  of  fever)  and  a 
prompt  loss  of  flesh  and  strength.  It  acts,  likewise,  it  is  said,  when 
administered  in  baths.  If  it  does  act  by  revulsion,  it  ought  to  do  so 
in  every  case,  which  is  very  far  from  being  the  fact. 

It  is  used  in  Italy  by  the  majority  of  the  practitioners  of  thai 
country — tliey  laud  its  eflfccts.  In  Paris  it  has  been,  and  is  at  pre- 
sent, administered  by  Messrs.  K.T-y».srER,  Ii.\BNNEr  RECAMfSR, 
Iadelot,  GriiiisENT,  and  others— the  opinionb  of  M.  L.  I  have  at- 
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ready  stated.  M.  Guebsekt,  who  has  the  charge  of  a  large  hoB- 
pHal  of  children,  has  lately,  in  the  Archives  Generales,  published  an 
article  on  cases  of  pneumonia  in  those  interesting  little  patients — ^he 
seems  pleased  with  its  effects.  M.  Peschieb,  of  Geneva,  has  given 
it  in  pretty  considerable  doses,  and  with  the  most  happy  and  decided 
effects — he  has  administered  from  six  to  thirty  grains  in  the  twen- 
ty-four hours,  in  acute  pneumonic  affections,  and  has  always  found 
that  the  larger  the  dose,  the  better  was  the  system- able  to  sup- 
port it,  and  that  small  doses  almost  always  distressed  the  stomach 
and  bowels  very  much. 

Dr  Batohbij>eb,  of  the  New  England  states,  has  also  given  it  in 
pneumonia — ^he  appears  however  to  have  used  it  particularly  with 
regard  to  its  emetic  properties,  and  sometimes  substitutes  it  for  ve- 
nesection. 

Dr  M'Call,  of  Nashville,  also  used  it  under  similar  views,  in  the 
bilious  pneumonies  of  the  south, — he,  however,  used  purgatives  along 
with  it,  thus  evacuating  the  stomach  and  bowels  and  acting  on  an 
entirely  different  principle. 

Dr  Cabtwbioht,  of  Natchez,  in  a  paper  inserted  in  the  Medical 
Recorder,  No.  35,  speaks  very  highly  of  it,  in  bilious  pneumonia/  He 
gave  it  in  very  considerable  doses,  and  those  too  in  the  form  of  pills, 
or  in  avery  small  quantity  of  liquid.  He  remarks,  that  most  of  the  pa- 
tients will  not  bear  more  than  five  nor  less  than  three  grains  at  a  dose 
without  vomiting — in  some  cases,  however,  ten  grains  may  be  given. 
Dr  C.  conceives,  that  it  operates  by  giving  energy  to  the  nervous 
system,  and  thus  developing  excitement,  doing  away  the  internal 
congestion,  and  producing  equilibrium  throughout  the  system.  Dr 
M'Pheeters,  of  the  same  place,  coincides  with  Dr  C.  in  his 
views  of  the  medicine,  and  in  the  last  number  of  the  Recorder  is  a 
note  from  a  medical  correspondent,  in  Gennessee,  New  York,  stat- 
ing his  success  with  it,  used  according  to  Dr  C.'s  views. 

From  these  statements,  then,  does  it  not  behove  the  American 
practitioners  of  medicine  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  free  adminis- 
tration of  this  remedy  in  some  of  the  phlegmasia^ ;  as,  in  this  country, 
they  are  acknowledged,  on  all  hands,  to  be  of  extreme  violence,  re- 
quiring much  more  active  and  energetic  treatment  than  the  same 
diseases  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Let  us  endeavour  to  elicit 
some  new  light,  on  this  side  of  the  water,  that  we  may  see  our 
way,  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases,  as  distincUy  and 
clearly  as  possible,  and  thus  discover  the  shortest  path  to  arrive 
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at  a  favourable  termination ;  for  only  examine  the  records  of  death 
and  see  how.  many  melancholy  cases  there  are  of  extinction  of  life 
by  the  phlegmasiae. 

The  antimony  had  formerly  been  much  used,  in  doses  to  vomit, 
in  pneumonia,  with  success. — Rivebius,  who  flourished  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  1 7th  century,  the  school  of  Montpellier,  Stahl  and  many 
others,  employed  it  in  this  way.  Devaugeau,  a  former  physician 
of  La  Charity,  never  resorted  to  bleeding  but  always  to  the  emetic, 
and  had  as  much  success  as  Corvisart,  who  used  bleeding  almost 
to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  remedy.  I  would  here  mention, 
that  I  would  not  have  my  reader  suppose,  from  what  I  have  penned 
on  the  subject,  that  I  would  recommend  this  remedy  to  the  aban- 
donment of  others,  which  may  be  used  at  the  same  time,  without 
interfering  with  it.  Although  it  is  the  opinion  of  Rasori  and  Laen- 
NEC,  that  it  has  sufficient  power  by  itself  to  eradicate  the  diseased 
action  in  tins  class  of  affections,  I  merely  wish  to  hold  it  forth,  to 
the  profession  of  this  country,  as  an  adjuvant,  but  that,  I  must 
confess,  a  very  powerful  one.  Where  there  is  high  fever,  or  where 
the  pulse  indicates  V.  S.,  recourse,  unquestionably,  should  be  bad  to 
it,  and  even  to  topical  depletion,  and  other  measures,  which,  at  the 
time,  may  be  considered  serviceable.  Bleeding  was  the  first  thing 
that  was  resorted  to  in  pneumonia.  Even  repeated  bleedings  are 
often  of  considerable  service.  It  has  been  said  by  some,  that,  after 
three  or  four  days  firom  the  attack,  it  is  of  very  little  effect — others 
have  advised  us  to  bleed  till  expectoration  becomes  abundant.  With 
old  men  and  feeble  subjects,  it  is  necessary  to  be  circumspect  in  this 
mode  of  relief,  and  here  the  antimony  is  often  of  essential  service. 
When  the  heart  beats  strong,  and  particularly  in  the  young  and  ro- 
bust, it  should  never  be  omitted.  It  is  only,  however,  during  the  first 
24  or  48  hours,  according  to  Mr  L.  that  it  is  of  much  service,  for 
often,  at  the  termination  of  these  periods,  pus  b  already  formed. 
T'is  certainly  a  precious  resource  in  the  first  periods,  and  then  it 
should  be  made  largely.  It  is  less  useful  or  rather  more  doubtful  in 
the  pneumonia  of  old  people,  particularly  when  following  catarrh 
in  adynamic  fevers,  or  when  connected  with  a  bilious  affection — in 
these  cases,  we  should  be  cautious  in  the  emp]o3rment  of  the  lancet. 
Here  then,  in  all  such  instances,  where  wc  are  not  fully  justified  by 
the  state  of  the  system,  the  symptoms  of  the  attack,  and  former  ex- 
perience to  abstract  blood,  recourse  should  be  had  to  tlic  antimony. 
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and  here  t  am  very  mucli  mistaken,  ehcruld  it  not  prove  a  valuab^ 
onicle. 

1  would  Dot  have  my  readers  suppose,  from  what  1  have  said,  that 
1  wish  to  uphold  the  iuljao  doctrine:  except  in  this  particular  in- 
Btance  of  the  use  of  antimony,  1  know  nothing  of  it,  and  have  here 
only  taken  the  liberty  to  speak  in  its  fiivour,  merely  as  regards 
the  effects  produced  by  this  remedy,  leaving  to  others,  more  skil- 
led in  reasoning,  to  explain  the  manner  in  which  it  acts.  OF  the 
administration  of  the  same  preparation  in  gastro-enteritis,  of  gam- 
boge in  enteritis,  dysentery,  &c.  of  canthnrides  in  in  II  am  ma  tie  ns  of 
the  kidneys,  &c.  I  know  nothing.  I  would  not  condemn,  howerer, 
without  sufficient  proof,  what  others  have  tried  and  found  servicea- 
ble. I  must  confess,  however,  that,  from  what  I  have  been  taught 
and  from  what  little  I  have  seen  of  medicine,  it  would  not  be  a  very 
successful  practice,  and  yet  it  is  supported  by  very  liigh  authority. 
These  cases,  however,  differ  materially,  with  regard  to  Ihe  practice 
pursued,  from  those  which  I  have  related.  Do  not  physicians,  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  treat  diseases  with  remedies  which,  to  our 
ideas  of  disease,  and  to  strict  medical  reasoning,  appear  to  be  very 
far  from  the  correct  one  and  yet  with  manifest  success. 

Wbo  would,  li  priori,  have  applied  spirits  of  turpentine  to  a  burn, 
to  ophthalmia,  or  have  used  it  in  htematemesis  '!  Who  would  have 
Ibought  of  curing  conjunctivitis  by  a  solution  of  lunar  caustic  and 
other  stimulating  articles!  Who  would  have  used  capsicum  in  yel- 
low fever  or  cynancbe  tonsillaris?  Or  who,  from  mere  reasoning 
on  the  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  would  ever  have  tliought  of 
giving,  as  just  mentioned,  antimony  in  gastritis  or  gamboge  in  dysen- 
tery, and  yet  wo  hear  every  day  of  its  being  done  and  it  is  said  with 
success  too.  I  would  not,  nevertheless,  pretend  in  its  full  extent  to 
follow  such  practice,  because,  according  to  my  views  of  disease  and 
the  administration  of  remedies,  it  would  be,  in  many  cases,  a  very 
incendiary  one.  I  have  only  mentioned  i(,  to  shew  how  phy^cians 
differ  in  their  views  and  practice,  and  yet  it  may  be  a  question, 
whether,  in  Uie  long  run,  one  bos  more  success  than  anolher.  All 
these  cases,  however,  and  the  application  of  such  remedies  to  them, 
differ  essentially  from  Ihe  administration  of  the  antimony,  in  cases  of 
plilegmosiffi  situated  at  a  distance  from  that  canal,  which  is  In  s 
Iierfeclly  heallhy  condition,  and  not  in  the  least  irrilutcd  by  the  me- 
dicine, ll  tends  In  shew  how  uncerLiin  and  varied  our  practice  isi 
while  one  cures  an  oplillialinm  by  copious  lilccding  and  deplctioi 


KITCHEN  ON  TARTABISBD  ^MTIMONT  IN  PHLBGM A8UE.         507 

another  will  arrive  at  the  same  end  by  using  the  caustic ;  and  while  t 
third  treats  a  bum  with  soothing,  cooling  applications,  a  fourth  will 
pour  on  it  the  irritating  spirits  of  turpentine.  This  being  the  caae, 
should  we  not  be  careful  how  we  condemn  modes  of  practice  which 
do  not  altogether  chime  in  with  our  theory,  or  which  clash  with  our 
opinions  and  experience  of  disease  ?  Should  we  not,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, pay  some  deference  to  the  practice  of  others,  partici»- 
larly  when  we  have  not  tested  it  at  the  bed  side,  the  only  crucible,  as 
before  observed,  of  all  medical  theories  and  doctrines? — It  is  at  that 
spot,  in  the  frequent  attendance  in  the  sick  chamber,  that,  when  well 
grounded  in  physiological  and  pathological  anatomy  and  with  a  good 
knowledge  of  pharmaceutic  chemistry  and  the  materia  medica,  we 
can  derive  our  most  valuable  knowledge  and  information,  as  regards 
the  treatment  of  the  ^^  various  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.'*  It  is  by  such 
attentive  observation,  that  facts,  ^^  stubborn  things,"  are  collected. 
It  is  in  fine  there  alone  that  we  can  possibly  arrive  at  any  thing  like 
certainty  in  medicine,  and  bring  about  that  desirable  period,  so  fer- 
vently anticipated  and  so  religiously  believed  by  our  celebrated  Rush, 
— the  period  when  all  diseases  will  have  a  sure  and  certain  method 
of  treatment,  and  every  affection  its  specific  remedy. 


Article  XI. — Case  of  Irritability  of  the  Stomach.      By    John 

HOPKINSON,  M.D. 

The  attention  of  the  medical  world  has  of  late  been  turned  with 
so  much  intensity  to  all  affections  of  the  mucous  membranes,  that 
any  fact  bearing  upon  their  pathology  acquires  a  high  degree  of  in- 
terest. And  hence  the  stomach,  in  the  ratio  of  its  importance  in 
the  healthy  operations  of  the  animal  economy,  claims  our  regard  in 
all  its  various  conditions  of  derangement.  As  the  practical  deduc- 
tions which  might  be  drawn  from  the  following  case  may  prove  be- 
neficial in  tlie  general  cause,  the  particulars  of  it  have  been  collected 
with  accuracy,  and  are  submitted  with  tliat  single  recommendation. 

M.  N.  came  under  my  care  on  the  10th  day  of  January  last,  in 
consequence  of  an  inability  to  retain  any  food  whatever  in  the  sto- 
mach ;  she  had  however  persevered,  for  some  days  previous  to  my 
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first  Tisit,  to  take  her  regular  meals,  although  they  were  almost  in- 
Tariably  rejected  shortly  after  their  reception  into  the  stomach. 
Nothing  peculiar  could  be  discovered  in  the  skin,  pulse  or  tongue, 
except  that  the  latter  was  slightly  furred ;  and  indeed  the  only  strik- 
ing symptom  observed  was  in  the  countenance,  which  had  a  lan- 
guid, sickly  expression.  From  all  the  s3^ptoms,  I  concluded,  that 
this  was  an  instance  of  what  has  been  termed  erethism  of  the  sto- 
mach, as  there  was  no  decided  evidence  of  inflammation,  and  every 
proof  of  excessive  irritation.  It  naturally  struck  me,  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  very  little  was  to  be  anticipated  from  any  me- 
dicinal agents  internally  exhibited,  and,  that  abstinence,  alike  from 
them  and  from  food,  would  form  the  most  successful  plan  for  reliev- 
ing my  patient.  Upon  inquiry,  I  found  that  various  means  had  been 
resorted  to,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  to  quiet  the  stomach,  and  of 
course,  in  this  instance,  without  efiect :  such  as  camphor,  pepper- 
mint, spirits,  &.C.  irritants  which  only  augmented  what  they  were 
intended  to  relieve.  The  pulse  was  not  above  eighty  in  the  minute, 
and  although  somewhat  corded,  yet  very  feeble  and  indistinct.  As 
there  seemed  no  immediate  necessity  for  the  detraction  of  blood,  I 
oidered,  perhaps  merely  from  habit,  a  little  lime  water,  to  be  taken 
occasionally  with  or  without  milk,  and  left  her  under  the  strict  in- 
junction, that  no  article  of  food  whatever  should  be  allowed.  At  my 
next  visit  on  the  12th,  I  found  the  lime  water  had  been  no  more  suc- 
cessful than  the  previous  articles  which  had  been  tried,  as  it  invari- 
ably produced  the  same  train  of  symptoms.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  interdicted  every  drink,  except  a  very  little  cool  watcjr 
which  was  to  be  taken  cautiously,  and  ordered  a  large  blister  to  the 
epigastrium,  at  the  same  time  enjoining  perfect^rest  in  bed.  Much 
astonishment  will  here  arise  perhaps,  with  the  Bkoussaian  advo- 
cates, that  leeches  were  not  immediately  put  upon  the  epigastrium  : 
but  they  are  an  expensive  remedy,  and  therefore  I  was  obliged  in 
this  case,  if  possible,  to  succeed  without  them,  nor  did  I  despair  of 
being  able  to  do  so ;  besides,  I  am  not  so  well  persuaded,  tliat  my 
patient  would  have  been  benefited  by  their  employment ;  for  if  the 
disease  be  not  very  soon  arrested,  the  excessive  detraction  of  blood, 
by  debilitating  the  system,  only  diminishes  the  patient's  ability  to 
tolerate  the  perfect  abstinence  so  e$>sential  to  the  cure.  Cases,  in- 
deed, are  not  wanting  in  which  this  has  actually  happened ;  and 
persons  with  this  very  affection  have  sunk  exhausted,  merely  from 
the  application  of  leeches.     I  refer  to  the  July  number  of  the  Lon- 
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doD  Medico-Ghirurgical  Review  for  this  year,  for  further  informa- 
tion. As  regards  the  effects  of  the  blister,  I  cannot  say  that  my 
patient  was  perceptibly  benefited*  by  it,  although  she  certainly  was 
not  made  worse,  as  might  have  been  anticipated  by  those  whose 
views  have  so  much  changed  in  relation  to  their  utility  in  all  such 
cases. 

The  article  of  drink  she  generally  took  was  toast  water,  which 
agreed  tolerably  well  with  her,  certainly  better  than  lemonade  or  any 
thing  else ;  it  generally  excited  a  little  hiccough  and  pain,  and  then 
rested  quietly  in  the  stomach.  The  train  of  symptoms  following  the 
trial  of  any  other  liquid,  even  weak  tea,  milk  or  coffee,  was  some- 
what  peculiar.  For  a  moment  it  would  produce  no  unpleasant 
symptom,  but  very  soon  there  supervened  hiccough,  which  was  al- 
ways the  first  indication,  accompanied  by  some  pain  in  the  stomach. 
To  these  were  now  added  a  sense  of  heat  or  burning,  nausea,  and 
eructation  of  flatus,  which  continued  for  some  minutes  afler  its  re- 
ception, when  the  offender  was  cast  out,  and  again  all  was  tranquil. 
This  was  invariably  the  consequence  of  any  attempt  to  change  her 
drink,  and  on  one  occasion,  a  small  crumb,  which  had  been  acci- 
dentally swallowed  in  the  toast  water,  induced  all  the  above  men- 
tioned phenomena.  During  the  morning  or  aflemoon,  at  which 
times  my  visits  were  made,  the  pulse  never  exceeded  eighty — the 
skin  was  not  hot — the  tongue  was  neither  dry  nor  red,  being  merely 
slightly  furred,  nor  in  fact  was  there  any  indication  of  fever  or  in- 
flammation ;  she  was  cheerful,  occasionally  sat  up,  and  seemed  to 
be  well :  she  undoubtedly  at  this  time  looked  much  better  than 
when  I  saw  her  first,  a  week  previous,  and  that  perhaps  was  all  that 
could  be  said.  She  complained,  however,  of  being  very  much 
troubled  with  thirst  during  the  night,  from  which  she  concluded  that 
she  must  then  have  fever.  With  a  view  of  relieving  this,  I  ordered 
a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  calomel,  with  a  little  gum  arabic,  three  or 
four  times  through  the  day,  which  she  took  without  being  told  of  it — 
for  the  idea  of  me<licine  was  so  disagreeable,  that  she  could  not  have 
retained  it,  had  she  been  conscious  of  taking;  any  thing  under  the 
title  of  physic.  With  this  sihe  occasionally  took  the  black  drop,  which 
secmetl  to  have  a  tranquillizing  effect ;  and  at  night  when  restless,  it 
was  also  allowed,  composing  her  and  producing,  sleep,  and  she  was 
generally  indulged  witli  the  privilege.  In  this  way  things  had  gone 
on  for  ten  days ;  the  blister  had  healed,  and  with  the  single  exception 
of  an  alleviation  of  thirst  (effected  probably  by  the  calomel,  which 
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was  now  discontinued),  no  progress  had  been  made  towards  a  re- 
covery. She  oflen  complained  of  a  most  disagreeable  .taste  in  the 
mouth,  which  was  by  far  the  most  uncomfortable  sjrmptom  she  had  i 
I  cannot  say  whether  this  was  the  result  of  tjie  calomel  or  not,  al- 
though it  is  very  probable.  Not  much  concerned  respecting  the 
regularity  of  the  bowels,  I  had  determined,  from  the  commence- 
ment, to  leave  that  matter  entirely  to  nature :  but  upon  some  anxiety 
having  been  expressed  upon  this  point,  and  no  passage  having  been 
obtained  since  her  indisposition,  injections  were  allowed,  to  be  used 
every  other  day ;  these  produced  only  a  slight  discharge  of  a  white 
mucus,  totally  untinged  with  bile.  It  was  suggested  to  me,  that  tliis 
was  a  case  of  softening  of  the  mucous  coat,  and  that  some  astrin- 
gent would  prove  beneficial  in  restoring  its  tone :  this  was  attempt- 
ed with  kino,  in  the  form  of  pills,  but  it  was  impossible  to  prevail 
upon  her  to  take  them.  Not  satisfied  with  tliis  dilatory  practice,  I 
determined,  even  at  this  late  stage  of  the  complaint,  to  have  her  eup^ 
ped.  This  was  done  near  the  third  week  of  my  attendance,  and 
although  not  followed  by  any  decided  change,  she  was  thought  upon 
the  whole  to  be  better ;  that  is  to  say,  the  toast  water  was  some- 
times taken  witliout  producing  hiccough.  The  pulse  at  this  time 
was  scarcely  perceptible,  and  she  complained  of  great  debility.  She 
was  requested  now  to  try  the  white  of  an  egg  beaten  up  with  sugar, 
which  proved  most  grateful,  and  agreed  with  her  very  well.  I  would 
recommend  this  as  an  article  of  diet  in  all  similar  cases,  as  exceed- 
ingly light,  and  probably  very  nourishing.  From  this  time  forward 
she  improved,  occasionally  sucking  the  juice  of  an  orange,  and 
sometimes  taking  light  food,  such  as  mush,  arrow  root,  &c.  Her 
appetite  now  returned  with  a  particular  desire  for  salt  meat,  which 
it  was  very  difficult  to  restrain,  even  with  the  allowance  of  a  small 
piece  of  ham  to  hold  in  tlie  mouth.  Within  a  few  days,  four  weeks 
from  the  first  day  of  my  attendance,  the  bowels  resumed  tlieir  office, 
and  were  natural  in  every  respect.  The  menstrual  discharge  was 
perfectly  regular,  and  occurred  during  my  attendance,  without  how- 
ever influencing  in  the  least  the  march  of  the  disease.  Things  con- 
tinued in  this  favourable  condition  for  one  week,  when  on  the  elev- 
enth of  February  I  was  again  sent  for,  on  account  of  a  return  of 
the  vomiting  and  other  symptoms.  It  came  on  after  taking  a  cup  of 
tea,  but  she  affirmed  that  it  arose  entirely  from  witnessing  her  bro- 
ther, who  was  taking  a  solution  of  tartar  emetic,  for  an  inflamma- 
tion of  his  eyes.     On  this  occasion  her  tongue  was  more  furred  than 
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I  had  bcforo  seen  it,  and  at  the  back  part  was  brown,  although 
moist.  She  was  requested  to  try  some  weak  quassia  tea,  by  way  of 
a  tonic  to  her  stomach,  which  I  was  happy  to  find  now  agreed  well 
with  her,  not  causing  any  unpleasant  symptom.  From  this  time  she 
gradually  convalesced. 

This  case,  not  in  itself  either  novel  or  remarkable,  possesses  still 
some  points  which  arc  worthy  of  consideration.  In  opposition  to 
M.  Broussais's  problem,  I  have  elsewhere  attempted  to  elucidate 
the  great  practical  distinction  to  be  drawn  between  irritation,  or 
simple  nervous  excitement,  and  inflanunation,  or  increase  of  vascu- 
lar action.  In  applying  cups,  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  inflamma- 
tion was  suspected.  I  had  so  often  seen  tliesc  symptoms  relieved  by 
them  that  they  were  now  prescribed,  more  from  a  prejudice  in  their 
favour,  than  any  decided  reason  why  they  should  prove  beneficial. 
It  may  be  said  indeed,  that  my  patient  improved  from  that  time ; 
but,  as  this  improvement  was  very  gradual  and  not  immediate,  it 
still  remains  doubtful  how  it  liad  been  brought  about.  In  making 
tliis  remark,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  however,  that  any  desire  exists 
to  detract  from  the  value  of  cupping  as  a  remedial  agent.  In  fine, 
purgatives,  tonics,  and  all  irritants  were  as  inappropriate  to  the  onset 
of  this  case,  as  would  have  been  leeching,  or  bleeding  in  any  way, 
to  much  extent.  Dry  cupping  might  probably  have  answered  every 
purpose  had  it  been  tried.  If  there  existed  no  inflammation,  why 
treat  it  on  tliat  supposition  ?  And  if  it  did  actually  exist  and  pro- 
duce tliose  symptoms,  why  had  we  not  also  high  fever,  pains  in  the 
back  and  head,  &c.  irritated  pulse,  dry  or  rod  tongue,  &.c.  &c.  ? 
From  these  considerations  I  am  yet  to  learn,  that  such  symptoms  in- 
variably arise  from  any  grade  whatever  of  gastric  or  enteritic  in- 
flanunation,  or  that  loss  of  blood  is  essential  to  tJieir  removal. 

To  advance  the  cause  of  the  science  of  medicine  is  certainly 
botli  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  every  member  of  the  profession  ;  but 
there  is  some  danger  of  over^pping  the  bouiuls  prescribed  by 
f.irts  and  actual  observation,  or  entering  into  the  unknown  regions 
of  speculation. 


coHMr.ttCATion*' 


Articls  XU.^CiMct  <f  lUceraiionoflkelnteatinet.  By  Geobbk 
9.  Bbttsbr  of  North  Carolina,  one  of  the  Senior  Students  of  the, 
Philadelphia  Alms  House  Infinnary. 


Auspicious  as  may  be  the  present  period  for  the  advaocemeil 
the  medical  profession  in  this  country,  still  it  must  be  acknowle 
ed,  that  dillicullieB  yet  exist.  The  pathological  investigations, 
now  conducting  with  much  spirit  and  with  great  benefit  to  me- 
dical science,  have  been  chieSy  confined  to  another  quarter,  and 
we  have  been  contented  to  receive  and  acknowledge  the  dJscoverieB 
and  observations  of  others.  Thai  very  valuable  contributions, 
however,  have  been  made,  by  the  profession  in  this  country,  it 
would  be  injustice  to  deny.  But  comparatively  few  and  limited  are 
the  facilities  for  autopsical  i  uvea  ligations,  by  which  obscurity  may 
be  in  a  great  measure  removed  from  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
the  fallacy  of  incorrect  tlieoretical  opinions  be  detected.  The  pre- 
judices of  society,  which  are  natural  and  almost  invincible  in 
regard  to  morbid  anatomy,  have  obstructed  the  progress  of  patholo- 
gical discovery  in  this  country,  where  an  ample  theatre  has  been 
afforded,  not  only  from  the  variety  of  diseases  but  from  the  same 
diseases  being  modiiied  by  diversity  of  situation  and  climate. 

The  stomach  having  been  long  regarded  as  the  principal  organ 
that  is  liable  to  suffer  in  fever  and  in  a  variety  of  other  diseases,  it 
has  been  but  lately  that  investigations,  more  ample  and  extended, 
have  illustrated  the  importance  of  attending  to  the  whole  alimentary 
canal.  The  truth  of  this  proposition  has  recently  been  presented 
in  a  most  interesting  light  by  M.  Bretonnsait,  a  distinguished 
physician  of  Tours.  Having  observed  that  the  small  glands  of 
Pever  and  Brunneb,  scattered  along  the  course  of  the  small  and 
lai^e  intestines,  arc  oflen  liable  to  inflammation  and  ulceration,  he 
has  constituted  a  new  disease,  cWtitled  dotbJn enteritis  or  pustular 
enteritis;  and  has  insisted  much  upon  its  ftec|tiency  and  fatali^. 
The  fact  of  its  actual  occurrence  was  shortly  ailerwards  confirmed 
by  tbe  observations  of  TsoitLUT,  Aitoral,  and  others  of  Paris,  and 
by  Dr  Hewitt  of  St  George's  Hospital,  London.  Nothing  has 
hitherto  been  written  upon  the  subject  in  this  country.  This  may 
have  resulted  from  causes  previously  adverted  to:  but  in  tbe  Alms 
House  Infirmary  of  Philadelphia,  where  the  greatest  facility  is  allowed 
fi>r  such  investigations,  opportunity  has  been  aflbrded  of  seeing  not 
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only  this  but  every  other  form  of  ulceration  to  which  Jhe  intestinal 
canal  is  liable. 

The  existence  of  ulceration  in  the  intestines  is  by  no  means  a  new 
discovery.  It  has  been  long  known  to  occur  in  variola,  in  chronic 
diarrhea,  in  dysentery  and  in  the  colliquative  diarrhea  of  phthisis. 
But  it  is  in  regard  to  other  diseases  and  especially  fever  that  it  now 
lays  the  greatest  claim  to  attention.  So  sceptical  are  many,  as  it 
respects  the  existence  of  ulceration  of  the  intestines,  except  in  the 
ordinary  cases  above  alluded  to,  that  they  have  doubted  whether 
they  ever  occur,  or  supposed  that  glasses  would  be  necessary  to 
detect  them.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  how  unfounded  and 
discreditable  are  such  opinions. 

In  treating  this  subject  it  might  be  thought  advantageous  to 
describe  the  various  classes  into  which  ulceration  of  the  intestines 
might  be  distributed.  These  would  be  numerous,  considering 
whether  the  glands  of  Psysr  and  Bbunnbr  alone  were  affected, 
or  whether  the  ulcers  were  superficial  or  deep  seated,  involving  one 
or  more  coats,  and  regarding  the  various  aspects  of  their  surfiices 
and  edges.  All  portions  of  Uie  intestines  also  are  not  equally  liable 
to  ulceration ;  some  are  more  frequently  affected  than  others,  and 
their  susceptibility  has  been  computed  in  the  following  order.  The 
coecum,  the  end  of  the  ileum,  end  of  the  colon,  commencement  of 
the  rectum,  duodenum,  jejunum  and  the  arch  of  the  colon.  Ulce- 
rations of  the  rectum,  from  this  gut  being  liable  to  fistula,  hemor- 
rhoids, cancer,  contractions,  &c.  might  form  a*  distinct  class.  Gbh- 
DRiN,inhi8  anatomical  and  pathological  history  of  inflammation,  has 
divided  intestinal  ulcerations  into  three  classes.  1.  The  villous,  con- 
fined to  the  villi  of  the  mucous  coat ;  2.  The  follicular,  confined  to 
the  mucous  follicles ;  and  3.  The  patched  or  laminated,  which  would 
embrace  in  some  instances  both  the  first.  If  to  these  is  added  the 
pustular,  or  dothinenteritic,  they  would  be  sufiiciently  comprehensive. 
But  it  is  of  less  importance  to  describe  the  classes  of  the  ulcers,  than 
to  point  out  the  cases  in  which  they  occur.  Thb  must  be  done 
however,  under  this  disadvantage,  that  the  limits  of  this  paper 
would  not  allow  of  a  very  minute  detail  of  the  history,  symptoms, 
and  treatment  of  each  case. 

Case  1. 

Elliza  Gilmore,  age  22  years,  an  Irish  emigrant,  admitted  into     %  *. 
women's  medical  ward,  October  3d  1827,  with  fever.     Had  been 
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flick  for  nina  weeks,  and  bad  been  treated,  upon  the  active  disturb- 
ing plan,  with  catliartics  and  emetics.  Symptoms  on  admission, — 
great  prostration,  feeble  pulse,  tender  epigastrium,  excitement  of 
brain.  Stimuli  were  used,  blister  to  head,  &c.  but  delirium  in- 
creased, and  convulsions  supervening,  she  died  October  Gth. 

AiUopns, — Choroid  plexus  and  vessels  of  brain  injected ;  slight  ef- 
fusion under  arachnoid  membrane ;  lungs,  liver,  and  vena  portarum 
congested ;  heart  and  spleen  natural ;  stomach  had  an  hour  glass 
contraction ;  some  dark  spots  about  its  mucous  tunic,  the  latter 
floflened  at  the  large  extremity ;  jejunum  injected  externally,  in- 
ternally healthy ;  whole  of  the  small  intestines  injected  externally,  as 
also  that  portion  of  the  mesentery  attaching  the  ileum.  The  lower 
part  of  the  ileum  had  dark  spots  on  its  peritoneal  and  muscular 
€oats.  Corresponding  to  these  internally  were  ulcers  in  the  mu- 
cous coat  ;  generally  of  an  oblong  shape,  some  very  large,  the  cdge^ 
hard  and  elevated,  with  ragged  and  excavated  centres ;  tlie  mucous 
membrane  around  being  intensely  injected.  There  were  also  some 
pallid,  tuberculous  elevations,  with  ulceration  just  commencing  in 
the  centre,  as  if  at  a  point.  Some  of  the  glands  of  the  mesentery 
were  in  a  state  of  suppuration,  and  all  of  them  diseased. 

Case  2. 

James  Clark,  admitted  into  black  men's  medical  ward  Nov.  1st 
with  fever.  Previous  history  and  treatment  not  known.  On  admis- 
sion, tongue  slightly  furred  ;  pulse  good ;  hoarseness  ;  eyes  injected ; 
but  symptoms  generally  favourable.  Was  leeched  on  the  epigas- 
trium ;  and  restricted  to  light  diet. 

Nov.  1  Gth.  Appeared  entirely  convalescent.  Took  cold  by  im- 
prudent exposure  ;  fever  returned ;  skin  dry  and  hot ;  tongue  red  and 
dry,  and  became  at  last  dark  and  encrusted  ;  subsultus  tendinum  ; 
laborious  respiration  ;  deep  stupor.  He  died  Nov.  21st,  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  typhus  fever. 

Autopsisy  day  after  death. — The  large  extremity  of  the  stomach 
congested;  the  mucous  tunic  thinner  and  softer  than  natural ;  at  the 
greater  curvature,  on  the  anterior  surface,  wore  albuminous  llakcs, 
some  of  which  could  be  removed  by  scraping/  ;  on  dissecting  off  ihr 
mucous  coat,  the  under  surface  exhibited  no  buch  appearance.  Li- 
ver enlarged  but  of  a  natural  structure.  Tlic  upper  poitiuii  of  tho 
small  intestines  natural;  on  the  lower  part  of  the  ilouni  almost  thiouL^h 
out  were  streaks  of  inflammation ,  especially  on  that  part   of  tlir 
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mucous  membrane  next  to  the  mesentery.  The  inflammation  exietod 
principally  in  streaks,  with  somo  spots  or  dots  of  effused  blood, 
some  but  no  great  vascular  injection,  and  somo  thickened  elliptical 
laminae  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ileum,  covered  with  black  dots  which 
occupied  the  mucous  follicles.  In  the  large  intestines  the  mucoui 
membrane  appeared  elevated  in  irregular  ridges,  the  tops  of  which 
were  rough,  fungiform  and  of  a  whitish  yellow  aspect ;  surrounding 
these  elevations,  were  black  and  red  patches  running  in  circuitous 
and  oblique  directions.  There  were  besides  many  distinct  ulcers ; 
the  ulceration  diminished  in  the  ascending  colon  and  was  absent  in 
the  coecmn,  where  the  black  and  red  patches  also  prevailed,  but 
were  less  intense.  The  descending  colon  and  the  rectum  were  the 
worst.  On  dissecting  the  coats,  the  peritoneal  and  muscular  tunics 
were  not  involved  in  the  disease,  and  in  tlie  intervals  of  the  eleva- 
tions and  ulcers  alluded  to  the  mucous  membrane  was  healthy  in 
colour  and  texture. 

Remarks, — These  two  cases  exhibit  evidently  the  characters  of 
dothinenteritis,  as  described  by  M.  BRETo>-?fKAU  and  by  Dr  Hew- 
itt ;  the  ulcerations  commencing  in  the  glands  ;  the  inflamed  areola: 
surrounding  them ;  the  glands  in  some  instances  destroyed ;  and  the 
ulcerations  advancing  in  the  mucous  membrane ;  the  intervals  being 
healthy  in  aj)|)oarance.  The  whole  of  these  dissections  were  re- 
corded" while  ignorant  of  the  observations  of  those  gentlemen.  But 
it  is  not  the  glands  only  that  may  prove  the  seat  of  ulceration,  in 
ciuscs  similar  to  those  described  above.  In  the  fatil  terminations  of 
fever,  ulcers,  csiwcially  of  the  small  intestines  and  at  the  ileo-ccc- 
cal  valve,  have  been  noticed  at  tlie  Alms  House,  when  tlie  glands, 
particularly  the  mesenteric,  have  not  Ixjcn  at  all  afibctcd.  The  af- 
fcKJtion  <»f  these  latter  glands,  indeed,  has  been  explained,  by  sup]K)s- 
ing  an  absorjnion  of  the  purulent  fluid  by  the  radicals  of  the  veins ; 
thrse  veins  transporting  the  fluid  to  the  glands  of  tlie  mesentery, 
where  tlioy  anastomose  with  each  other,  and  with  thii  absorbent  vea- 
Hcls.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  not  consislftit  with  i\w  object  of  this 
paper  to  enter  upon  investigations  of  this  nature  ;  intending  only  to 
record  facts  which  may  si>eak  for  themsf.'lves  ;  and  on  this  account 
wn  shall  not  venture  to  impiire,  whetlier  M.  Bbetoxjieai;  was  jus- 
tified in  building  Ujwn  dothinentery  a  new  thixiry  of  fever ;  or  whe- 
ther I)r  Hewitt  was  more  correct  in  s]H'aking  of  it  as  «X!curring  in 
idiopntliic  fever,  without  its  being  the  cause  of  fever.     It;*  txi:?ttrKe 
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:ieiit  to  connneij^^ 


le  enough  for  ihe  practitioner  to  know,  and  is  sufficient  ti 
US  of  the  truth  of  the  remark  which  Dr  Jackson  liaa  often  made  id 
witnessing  examinations  at  the  Ahns  House,  thai  the  local  aSectiona 
in  fever  are  as  much  lo  be  dreaded  as  the  fever  itself.  So  true  is 
tfaifl,  that  many  cases  have  occurred,  where  patients,  originaUy  affect- 
ed with  fever,  have  died,  not  of  the  fever,  but  of  peiitoneal  inflamma- 
tion, induced  by  ulceration  extending  through  the  bowels.  In  some 
instances,  weeks  or  perhaps  months  nllerUie  fever  has  disappeared, 
patients  have  died  of  the  ulceration  which  has  been  lef\  to  corrode 
(he  intestines,  inducing  diarrhea,  exhaustion,  and  death.  The  same 
is  true  also  with  regard  to  phthisis  pulmonalis,  where  healthy  portions 
of  the  lungs  have  been  left,  sufficient  for  Die  purposes  of  respiration, 
but  the  energies  of  life  have  been  exhausted  bj  the  continued  eficcta 
of  gastro-inteatinal  irritation  and  ulceration. 


Cate  3. 


m 


Sarah  Warden,  admitted  into  black  women's  medical  ward 
vember  13,  aged  SS.  Habits  intemperate.  Early  in  the  month  had 
been  exposed  to  cold  and  wet,  which  brought  on  fever,  attended 
with  hoarseness.  Continued  to  hecotae  worse,  and  came  into  the 
medical  ward. 

Symptoms  on  admission, — violent  headacli,  difficulty  of  breatliing, 
cough,  pain  around  the  umbilicus,  tenderness  over  tlie  abdomfen  and 
epigastrium,  skin  dry  and  hot ;  bowels  very  open,  pulae  small,  fre- 
quent, and  tense.     She  died  on  the  16th. 

AutopsU. — Liver  much  enlarged,  harder  llian  natural ;  stomach 
natural  except  slight  injection  at  the  lower  extremity.  The  mucous 
coat  of  the  lower  half  of  the  ileum,  as  well  as  of  the  ascending  and 
descending  colon,  exhibited  the  appearance  of  having  had  flour 
sprinkled  on  its  surface,  and  in  the  midst  of  it  in  some  places  were 
thickenings  of  the  mucous  coat,  surrounded  by  vascular  injections. 
In  the  rectum  wers  the  same  appearances  and  patches  injected  aa 
above.  On  close  examination,  tlie  injection  was  found  sealed  in  the 
muscular  coat,  as  the  mucous  coat  could  be  removed  entire,  and  in 
one  place,  where  llic  membrane  was  thus  removed,  ulceration  was 
observed  in  the  muscular  coat. 

Remarka. — The  diarrhea,  so  conspicuous  in  this  case,  is  what  has 
often  been  observed  in  rases  of  fever  in  this  Iwuse,  and  has  oftoak 
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US  to  suspect  the  existence  of  inflamination  which  may  proceed  to 
disorganization  ;  and  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  has  convinced  us  of 
the  utility  of  resorting  early  to  cooling  and  mucilaginous  injections 
into  the  bowels,  and  to  the  use  of  leeches  and  mild  fomentations 
to  the  abdomen  and  epigastrium,  and  to  abstain,  as  much  as  possible, 
from  the  use  of  active  purgatives,  which  would  defeat  the  object  of 
this  treatment.  As  to  ulceration  existing  in  the  muscular  coat,  it  is 
not  probable  that  it  oflen  occurs,  and  if  in  any  extent,  would  soon 
embrace  tlie  cellular  and  mucous  membranes.  But  it  b  possible  for 
disorganization  to  commence  its  career  in  any  of  the  coats  of  the 
intestines. 

There  died  a  few  weeks  ago  a  man  of  middle  age,  in  the  men's 
clinical  medical  ward,  whose  case  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail  at  full 
length.  lie  was  admitted  into  the  Alms  House  from  the  Pennsylva* 
nia  Hospital,  where  he  had  been  the  subject  of  intermittent  fever. 
The  result  of  this  was  dropsical  effusions  ;  and  he  died  shortly  af- 
ter his  admission  into  this  house,  having  been  treated  ineffectually 
with  diuretics,  &c.  On  examination,  ulceration  of  tlie  bowels  was 
discovered,  accompanied  with  peritoneal  inflammation.  The  omen- 
tum was  thickened  and  indurated,  and  the  intestines  glued  together 
by  coagulable  lymph  wliich  thickly  covered  tlie  peritoneal  sur&ce  of 
the  intestines  ;  tubercles  were  observed,  manj^if  which  were  in  a 
state  of  sup])uration.  These  had,  in  many  instances,  extended  in- 
wards so  far,  as  to  leave  the  mucous  membrane  entire,  although  it 
exhibited  along  its  track  marks  of  chronic  irritation  and  inflamma- 
tion. It  would  be  easy,  were  it  essential,  to  detail  otlier  cases,  sim- 
ilar to  the  last  mentioned,  in  which  persons  attacked  at  first  with  fe- 
ver attended  witli  diarrhea,  and  resulting  at  last  in  effusion,  were 
found  af\or  death  to  have  ulcerations  of  the  intestines,  seated  in  the 
mucous  coat,  not  large,  jagged,  and  irregular  like  those  obser\'ed  in 
typhus  fever,  but  generally  diminutive,  a  line  or  two  in  diameter,  and 
circumscribed  by  well  defined  areola;  of  a  red  colour.  The  ulcers 
too,  that  may  so  often  l)e  observed  in  chronic  diarrhea  and  dysentery, 
in  the  colliquative  diarrhea  of  phthisis,  and  in  the  cases  wliich 
RiniTER  lias  denominated  rheumatism  inverted  upon  the  bowels, 
although  the  edges  are  often  jagged,  blackish,  and  deep,  do  not  pre- 
sent the  elevated  appearance,  like  the  venereal  chancres,  observed  in 
the  ulcers  previously  described.  In  infants  too,  who  have  died  with  all 
the  ordinary  symptoms  of  hydrocephalus,  such  as  rolling  of  the  eyes 
and  of  thr  head,  tossing  of  the  hands,  convulsions,  &c.  ulceration  of 
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a  peculiar  fonn,  to  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  occurs, 
attacking  the  mucous  follicles,  which  ha?e  the  appearance  of  black 
specks  enclosed  in  thick  uneven  elliptical  lamine  on  the  mucoua 
coat ;  these  ellipses,  beginning  in  the  large  intestines  and  diminishing 
in  size  in  the  small  intestines,  become  more  indistinct  in  the  upper 
portions  of  the  tube,  and  are  scarcely  visible  in  the  duodenum.  The 
■ame  appearance  has  been  described  in  one  of  the  cases  previously 
detailed,  conjoined  with  ulceration  and  destruction  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  No  other  kind  of  ulceration  have  I  seen,  however,  in 
the  hydrocephalic  subjects,  and  its  occurrence  is  sufficient  to  indi- 
cate the  utility  of  considering  the  primse  viss  as  the  principal  source 
of  that  disease. 

A  case  of  some  interest,  with  regard  to  another  disease,  it  may  be 
worth  while  to  record  more  at  leogth. 

Case  4. 

Lewis  M*Gmre,  age  56,  admitted  into  men's  medical  ward  Sep- 
tember 26th  1827,  said  he  had  been  sick  for  some  weeks,  first  with 
anorexia,  nausea  and  headach,  afterwards  his  skin  became  jaun- 
diced. Symptoms  on  admission, — skin  and  conjunctiva  of  the  eye  of 
a  bright  yellow  or  golden  colour,  tongue  white,  furred,  and  cracked 
in  every  direction  ;  bowels  open,  no  pain.  Ordered  blue  mass,  and 
frictions  of  strong  mercurial  ointment,  light  diet.  27th,  cups  to 
right  hypochondrium.  29th,  no  better.  Skin  of  a  deeper  colour 
and  dry,  ordered  calomel  and  opium.  October  2d,  bowels  too  much 
open,  stronjrth  generally  reduced,  tongue  dry  and  cracked,  voice 
weak  and  tremulous ;  ordered  cretaceous  julep  with  tr.  opii  and 
encmata  of  flaxseed,  mucilage  and  laudanum.  3d,  bowels  improv- 
ed, but  his  strength  is  failing.  P.M.  Sinking,  tongue  the  same, 
mind  wandering ;  ordered  stimuli  internally  and  externally.  He 
died  on  the  7th,  having  ejected  from  his  stomach  before  death  three 
quarters  of  a  pint  of  dark  fluid  resembling  coflee  grounds. 

Auiopsis, — Liver  of  a  natural  size,  bile  natural,  no  obstruction  of 
the  ducts,  or  apparent  irritation  or  inflammation  of  these  tubes,  sto- 
nuch  slightly  softened  at  tlie  large  extremity  in  one  spot,  but  at  the 
anterior  surface  the  mucous  tunic  appeared  rather  thickened.  No 
injection  or  redness  of  stomach,  but  it  had  a  yellow  tinge.  Intes- 
tines of  a  dark  colour  externally ;  on  opening  the  large  intestines 
they  exhibited  a  bluish  appearance,  and  irregular  dark  red  spots  of 
apparently  efiused  blood  in  their  mucous  coat,  accompanied  by  a 
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lymphatic  effusion.     The  centres  of  these  dark  spots  were  the  seat 
of  ulceration.     This  appearance  was  chiefly  observed  in  the  coecum. 

Remarks. — It  will  be  seen  from  the  treatment  pursued  in  this 
case,  that  the  liver  was  thought  to  be  materially  concerned  as  the 
seat  of  the  disease,  which  it  was  not.  The  appearances  presented 
afford  a  strong  illustration  of  the  truth  of  that  pathology  of  jaun- 
dice taught  by  the  professor  of  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  ascribing  it  mainly  to  a  derangement  of 
the  chylopoietic  viscera,  in  which  the  serum  of  the  capillaries  un- 
dergoes a  morbid  change. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  already  cited,  the  space  to  which  this  pa- 
per must  be  confmed  will  allow  of  the  detail  of  but  one  more,  and 
that  with  respect  to  a  disease  whose  title  is  indefinite,  and  its  patho- 
logy obscure ;  a  disease,  for  which  the  powers  of  medicine  were 
oflen  unavailingly  invoked. 

Cizse  5. 

Margaret  Anderson,  age  33  years,  admitted  into  women^s  clini- 
cal medical  ward  in  the  spring  of  1827,  had  been  a  very  plethoric 
and  healthy  woman.  Some  time  previously  to  her  admission  she  had 
been  seized  with  fever.  On  admission  the  account  taken  of  her 
case  was  as  follows  : — General  emaciation  of  whole  bodv,  entire  loss 
of  appetite,  soreness  of  the  muscles  of  the  extremities,  so  as  not  to 
bear  the  slightest  touch ;  hoarseness  still  exists  amounting  almost 
to  aphonia.  Has  been  treated  with  active  purgatives  and  emetics, 
much  to  her  disadvantage ;  has  had  a  blister  to  licr  breast  for  the 
hoarseness.  Ordered  blister  to  be  repeated,  and  anodyne  expecto- 
rants, npcech  in  a  few  weeks  returned,  soreness  of  the  extremities 
was  soon  relieved.  Generous  diet  allowed,  and  anodynes  at  night. 
April  25th,  pain  at  stomach  for  which  she  was  leeched,  and  black 
drop  ordered,  and  ano<lyne  mixture.  May  20th,  severe  paroxysms 
of  |)ain  in  Iniwels,  with  tormina,  which  nothing  cx)uld  relieve.  Lin- 
gered until  June,  and  died  with  all  the  symptoms  which  character- 
ize marasmus,  or  tabes  mesenterica. 

Autopsis, — Liver,  kidneys  and  uterus  natural,  ovaries  enlarged, 
stomach  entirely  situated  to  the  lefl  of  the  spine,  in  the  lef\  hypo- 
chondrium.  The  greater  extremity  uppermost,  and  in  contact  with 
the  diaphragm.     Tbo  lesser  extremity  lowermost,  and  io  contact 
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with  the  left  side  of  the  spine,  the  duodenum  lying  perpendicularly 
on  the  spine.  The  rectum  bore  extensive  marks  of  previous  ulcer- 
ation of  the  mucous  coat.  Most  of  the  ulcers  had  cicatrized,  and 
this  appearance  was  noticed  through  the  whole  of  the  colon,  but 
was  much  less  in  the  coDcum.  In  the  rectum  and  lower  portion  of 
the  ileum  were  observed  some  dark  coloured  tubercular  thickenings 
of  the  mucous  coat  and  elevated  laminae  of  the  same,  red  and  florid, 
with  well  defined  edges.  The  rest  of  tho  mucous  surface  had  tlie 
appearance  of  having  been  ulcerated  and  cicatrized.  The  small  in- 
testines especially  were  altered  by  chronic  inflammation,  and  had  a 
granular  aspect,  as  if  flour  had  been  dusted  over  their  sur&ce.  The 
glands  of  the  mesentery  somewhat  enlarged. 

Remarks, — This  case  will  illustrate  the  effect  of  ulceration  of  the 
intestines,  and  the  time  it  may  continue,  as  well  as  the  recuperative 
efforts  which  the  system  can  make.  It  has  been  doubted  whether  the 
mucous  membrane,  afler  being  destroyed  by  ulceration,  could  be 
healed  or  regenerated.  That  it  may  be  is  admitted  by  Troilet, 
Andral,  Hewitt  and  others,  who  have  directed  their  attention  to 
investigations  of  this  nature.  But  a  remark  which  is  made  by 
HowsHiP,  in  his  treatise  on  the  bowels,  may  shed  some  light  on 
this  as  well  as  similar  cases.  I  have  observed,  he  remarks,  that  the 
new  surface,  when  the  ulcers  have  healed,  is  neither  capable  of  absor- 
bing nor  bearing  irritation  so  well  as  the  original  structure. 


As  it  respects  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  ulceration  of  the  in- 
testines, it  was  not  intended  to  dwell  upon  them,  further  than  what 
is  stated  in  the  record  of  the  cases  quoted. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  prove  the  frequency  of  a  disease  which  is 
notoflen  suspected.  I  do  not  suppose  that  ulcerations  of  the  intestines 
always  exist  in  diseases  similar  to  those  here  recorded.  On  the  contrary 
they  do  not.  But  it  behoves  the  enlightened  physician  to  be  appri- 
zed of  the  dangers  with  which  he  has  to  contend,  in  order  that  he 
may,  if  possible,  avoid  them  by  a  vigilant  and  patient  investigation 
into  the  nature  and  seats  of  disease.  Baffled,  as  we  must  often  be, 
in  our  conclusions  with  regard  to  internal  diseases,  as  deduced 
from  outward  signs,  we  should  not  believe,  with  some  physicians, 
that  little  utility  exists  in  investigating,  po3t  mortem,  the  causes 
and  effects  of  disease.     On  the  contrary,  morbid  anatomy  being  the 
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surest  method  of  determining  a  correct  diagnosis  and  pathology, 
we  should  assiduously  appeal  to  it,  until  greater  certainty  and  secu- 
rity are  attained  in  forming  those  opinions  which  are  to  regulate 
the  practice  of  medicine. 


Abticle  XIII. — Remarks  on  YeUow  Fever :  being  an  Attempt  to 
explain  the  Cause  of  this  Disease  first  appearing  along  the 
Wharves  of  Sea  Port  Towns.  By  Sakvbl  Emlbn,  M.D.  One 
of  the  Physicians  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital. 

Read  before  the  Philadelphit  CoDege  of  PhyridiDf . 

It  is  with  diffidence  I  venture  to  offer  any  thing  in  addition  to  the 
copious  materials  already  before  the  public  on  the  subject  of  yellow 
fever.  The  warmly  controverted  question  of  its  foreign  or  domes- 
tic origin,  which  seems  unavoidably  connected  with  every  discus- 
sion of  the  subject,  has  led  the  contending  parties  in  this  country, 
as  well  as  abroad,  into  occasional  altercations  which  evinced  an 
entire  absence  of  that  temper  necessary  for  dispassionate  inquiry. 
I  should  deeply  regret  seeing  the  controversy  in  such  a  spirit  revi- 
ved ;  and  I  feel  as  entirely  averse  to  offering  the  slightest  cause  for 
its  renewal  as  I  am  totally  disqualified  to  take  part  in  such  a  con- 
test. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  this  city  in 
the  year  1819,  when  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  in  several 
situations  along  the  wharves  of  the  Delaware,  in  conjunction  with 
the  president  of  the  Board  it  became  my  duty  to  inspect  the  pre- 
mises of  the  sick  and  to  make  inquiry  into  the  probable  source  of 
the  disease.  Acting  at  the  time  as  secretary  to  the  Board,  and  du- 
ring the  quarantine  season  receiving  daily  reports  by  mail  from  the 
Lazaretto  physician  of  all  vesseb  detained  as  well  as  those  permit- 
ted to  pass  to  the  city,  I  was  already  prepared  to  decide  with  some 
confidence  as  to  the  probability  of  the  disease  having  originated 
from  vesseb  which  had  arrived  from  a  foreign  port.  I  did  not  in- 
deed hear  of  any  vessel  whatever  being  so  suspected,  and  I  am  able 
to  say  with  certainty  as  respects  the  first  cases  of  the  disease,  which 
occurred  in  the  ferry  tavern  on  the  upper  side  of  Market  street,  and 


322  OmiGIHAL  COMMUVICATIOIIS. 

two  fatal  cases  which  occurred  in  the  buildings  contiguous  on  each  side^ 
that  there  was  not  at  the  time,  nor  had  been  from  the  commence* 
ment  of  quarantine,  any  vessel  near  them  fix>m  the  West  Indies  or 
any  sickly  port ;  and  I  had  the  assurance  from  the  sick  and  their 
friends  that  they  had  not  been  on  board  of  any  foreign  vessel  for 
some  months.  Not  long  after  the  occurrence  of  these  cases,  others 
were  reported,  some  of  which  were  in  situations  remote  from  each 
other,  but  all  near  to  the  Delaware,  amounting  to  fifteen  or  twenty 
patients,  and  in  no  instance  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Board  was  there  any  vessel  suspected  as  the  source  of  the  disease*. 
The  sick  on  Market  street  wharf,  and  all  others  where  it  was  prac- 
ticable, were  removed  from  the  city,  their  apartments  cleansed,  white 
washed,  &c.  and  then  closed  till  cool  weather. — No  farther  exten- 
sion of  the  disease  took  place. 

With  respect  to  the  local  causes  said  to  have  existed,  some  erro- 
neous statements  have  gone  abroad.  It  was  stated  in  one  of  our 
medical  journals,  that  the  owner  of  the  ferry  on  Market  street 
had  been  accumulating  for  months  a  compost  heap  before  his  door 
of  vegetable  and  animal  matter  for  the  purpose  of  manuring  hia 
j&rm  in  New  Jersey.  The  occupant  however  had  no  yard  to  his 
house,  and  it  must  be  well  known  that  no  such  collection  of  manure 
would  have  been  permitted  to  he  on  the  wharf  before  his  door.  It 
is  true  there  was  some  vegetable  matter  somewhat  offensive  in  an 
apartment  under  the  tavern  occupied  by  the  market  people  as  a 
deposit  for  their  produce,  and  the  grocery  store  and  small  yard  ad- 
joining were  in  a  filthy  state,  but  by  no  means  as  much  so  as  many 
other  places  in  the  city  which  had  been  represented  to  the  Board 
as  nuisances,  and  where  no  disease  was  produced.  In  several  other 
situations,  where  the  disease  appeared,  no  local  filth  was  discovered. 

I  was  prepared  to  admit  that  the  preponderance  of  medical  opi- 
nion was  on  the  side  of  the  domestic  origin  of  this  form  of  fever, 
amongst  those  who  had  been  thoroughly  conversant  with  it  from 
actual  observation ;  though  it  must  be  admitted  that  amongst  those 
on  the  other  side  were  many  equally  experienced  of  the  most  respec- 
table and  distinguished  members  of  the  profession.     Having  had  the 


•  The  Board,  in  a  reply  to  inquiries  from  the  Board  of  Health  of  New  York, 
stated  that  **  all  the  sick  mentioned  were  resident  in  this  city,  and  that  the  disease 
had  not  been  traced  to  any  vessel  or  any  stranger  arriving  from  abroad  in  this 
place." 
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cases  of  yellow  fe?er  related  to  occur  under  my  personal  obeenra- 
tion,  and  being  satisfied  that  the  disease  was  not  in  any  of  the  cases 
referred  to  brought  from  abroad,  I  have  presented  this  statement  to 
the  college  as  additional  confirmation  of  the  disease  occurring  with- 
out the  slightest  foundation  for  tracing  its  origin  to  a  foreign  source. 

Being  satisfied  on  tliis  head,  my  attention  was  particularly  di- 
rected to  a  consideration  of  the  causes  which  were  likely  to  operate 
in  producing  yellow  fever  on  the  wharf,  where  there  appeared  to  be 
less  of  the  materials  likely  to  produce  a  poisonous  miasma  than  were 
to  be  found  at  the  same  time  in  many  other  parts  of  our  city  where 
no  fever  of  the  kind  ever  originated.  That  this  formidable  disease 
has  primarily  appeared  in  this  situation  in  all  places  where  its  existence 
has  been  recorded  is,  I  believe,  without  any  well  attested  exceptions ; 
and  this  striking  fact  is  alleged  by  a  very  respectable  writer,  Sir 
Gilbert  Blane,  to  be  a  sufficient  evidence  of  itself  that  the  diseaseia 
an  imported  one.  The  advocates  of  the  local  and  domestic  origin 
of  yellow  fever  have  not  advanced  reasons  in  explanation  of  this  cir- 
cumstance wliich  can  be  considered  satisfactory.  It  seemed  evi- 
dent that  certain  agents,  not  well  understood  or  accurately  defined, 
were  necessary  to  produce  this  disease  on  the  water's  edge,  which 
were  not  present  in  other  situations  in  the  city  remote  from  this  lo- 
cality. It  did  not  appear  that  more  materials  were  to  be  found 
on  the  whar\'es  likely  to  produce  a  mischievous  and  fatal  cfiiuvia 
than  could  be  pointed  out  in  many  other  parts  of  the  city  and  dis- 
tricts where  no  disease  was  produced.  Besides  numerous  filthy 
houses,  yard:i  and  alleys,  in  very  tliickly  settled  parts  of  the  town, 
there  was  every  description  of  accumulated  filth  scraped  from  the 
streets  and  deposited  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  tenements  occu- 
pied by  n  poor  and  negligent  population  in  tlie  skirts  of  the  city ;  as 
well  as  large  collections  of  oyster  shells  in  a  very  offensive  condition, 
and  otlior  nuisances,  which  were  frequently  complained  of  to  the 
Board  of  Ilcaltli,  and  by  them  inspected,  but  never  producing  yellow 
fever. 

In  the  very  interesting  and  ably  written  papers  ^^on  the  causes, 
phenomena  and  laws  of  epidemics,"  by  N.  Cuafman,  M.D. 
published  in  the  Philadelphia  Journal  of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Sciences,  spc^aking  of  the  causes  producing  yellow  fever,  the  profes- 
sor remarks,  ^^  whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  vegetable  putre&ction 
removed  beyond  the  watery  margin  of  the  city,  we  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  it  is  adequate  to  such  an  efi*ect :  disease  it  will  very 
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often  excite,  though  not  this  precise  fever.  These  views,  wliich  I 
■aspect  are  in  part  original  to  myself,  rest  on  a  very  solid  founda- 
tion. Thus  the  fever  has  been  invariably  found  in  this  narrow  po- 
sition. There  is  no  proof  as  far  as  I  know  on  which  we  can  rely 
of  its  prevailing  any  where  else,  though  undoubtedly  the  contrary  is 
affirmed*  Could  mere  masses  of  putrefaction  produce  it,  we  should 
have  it  throughout  the  country,  where  indeed  they  exist  more  abun- 
dantly. The  filth  of  our  cities  proves  inoperative  to  tliis  effect  ex- 
cept in  this  particular  situation."  And  in  another  place,  speaking 
of  the  cases  of  yellow  fever  which  are  alleged  to  have  occurred  in 
the  interior  of  our  country,  (though  they  seem  to  him  to  be  very 
imperfectly  authenticated)  the  same  writer  states,  ^^  it  is  not  impro- 
bable that  on  the  borders  of  our  vast  lakes,  or  of  those  rivers 
which  pervade  the  interior,  there  may  be  a  condition  of  things  ap- 
proaching so  nearly  to  that  of  our  sea  ports  as  to  be  productive  of 
like  results.  Even  admitting  the  feet,  I  do  not  perceive  that  the 
opinion  I  have  advanced  is  materially  affected,  as  in  such  positions 
we  have  still  the  influence  of  footer  which  I  deem  so  essential  in  the 
production  of  the  fever."  ^  The  nature  of  the  cause  which  modifies 
exhalatrons  in  this  position,  so  as  to  generate  pestilential  fever,"  the 
Dr  observes,  "is  wrapt  in  obscurity*." 

If  we  shall  ever  be  able  to  determine  with  certainty  what  is,  and  what 
is  not,  essential  to  the  existence  of  this  form  of  fever — it  must  be  by 
a  patient  and  careful  observance  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the 
appearance  of  the  disease,  from  its  commencement  to  its  decline. 
It  is  only  from  facts,  that  an  induction  of  inferences  can  be  made 
likely  to  offer  any  explanation  which  will  be  satisfactory. 

That  the  subject  presents  great  difficulties  is  abundantly  proved 
by  the  high  respectability  of  the  numerous  authors  who  have  given  us 
so  many  volumes  of  description  and  of  controversy  ;  and  notwith- 
standing all  of  which  there  is  not  at  the  present  period,  as  Dr  Chap- 
man justly  observes,  "  hardly  one  point  connected  with  it  accurately 
determined." 

What  the  materials  are,  which  produce  the  fever-generating  mias- 
mata or  malaria,  physicians  have  been  generally  agreed  in — but  a  late 


*  Vide  Thoughts  on  ttie  Causes,  PheDomena  and  Laws  of  Epidemics,  wiUi 
Suggestions  for  Uieir  Prevention  and  Suppression,  by  N.  Chapman,  M.D.  Phila- 
delphia Journal  of  Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  No.  17,Noveniber  1824,  p.  119, 
120,  122. 
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writer  of  authority,  Ferguson,  has  with  much  ingenuity  denied  the 
truth  of  the  generally  received  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  asserts 
that  the  only  indispensable  condition  for  the  production  of  this  poison 
^^is  paucity  of  water  where  it  has  recently  abounded,"  and  that  ^^it 
is  incident  to  the  last  or  very  advanced  stage  of  tlie  drying  process," 
and  ^^  has  no  connection  with  aqueous  or  vegetable  putrefaction." 

The  notorious  and  numerous  instances  related  of  fevers  produced 
by  rotting  flax  and  hemp  in  ponds  of  water,  in  France  and  other 
places,  and  the  uniform  cessation  of  such  fevers  by  rclinquisliing  the 
practice, — a^  well  as  of  malignant  fevers,  no  less  obviously  produced 
by  rottea  coffee,  or  other  vegetable  matter  in  a  putrid  state,  on 
board  ships — arc  proofs  sufficiently  demonstrative,  to  say  nothing  of 
swamps,  that  the  general  beUef  on  this  subject  is  correct];  and,  I  think, 
cannot  fail  to  satisfy  all,  except  such  amongst  the  profession  (of 
whom  just  at  this  time  there  are  not  a  few)  who  seem  to  be  seeking 
notoriety  by  displaying  their  ingenuity  and  learning  in  the  support  of 
paradox.  .  - 

That  vegetable  putrefaction  will  produce  fever  in  those  exposed  to 
its  influence,  under  certain  conditions,  is  not  only  evident  from  uni- 
versal observation,  but  the  recent  experiments  performed  by  Gas- 
PARD  and  Maoendie*  go  decisively  to  confirm  the  fact ;  if  indeed 
there  can  be  any  doubt  upon  the  subject.  They  have  shewn  that  both 
putrescent  animal  and  vegetable  matters,  when  injected  into  the  bloodr  ■ 
vessels  of  inferior  animals,  produce  effects  strikingly  similar  to  those 
exhibited  in  the  human  subject  labouring  under  malignant  fevers 
produced  by  miasmata.  But  in  whi^t  does  the  miasma  producing 
yellow  fever  differ  from  that  producing  intennittents  and  remittents  f. 
Dr  Miller  remarks  that  miasmata  may  t)e  .properly  divided  into 
mild  and  malignant,  and  Dr  Rcsu  ascribes  yelkiw.  rfiOver  to  ^^  more 
active  miasmata"  than  those  which  produce  ccMnmbii  intermittent 
and  remittent  fevers.  Dr  Apams  observes  that  the  plague  originates  .  t 
in  towns,  ague  in  marshes,  yet,  says  he,  ^^  there  is  reason  to  believe  ,^ 
both  arc  in  part  attributable,  to  properties  in  the  soil,  though  each  of 
its  own  kindt."  '•' 


*  Vide  Jourotl  de  Pbjrsiologie,  June  1822  and  Janatry  1828. 

t  Vide  Elementfl  of  the  Etiology  and  Philosophy  of  Epidemica,  by  Joseph 
Mathkr  Smith,  M.D.  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyaiciana  and  Surgeona  of 
the  Unirersity  of  New  York,  fiic.  Slc.  New  York,  published  1624,  p.  67. 
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It  must  be  obvious  that  nuasnia  viries  according  to  the  quality, 
variety  or  quantity  of  the  putrescent  materials  producing  it  (as  the 
fevers  induced  by  it  vary  from  the  simple  intemuttent  to  those  of  the 
Ughest  malignancy),  or  that  the  same  effluvia  which  in  the  country, 
from  the  presence  of  a  purer  air,  only  produces  the  milder  forms  of 
intermitting  and  rraiitting  fevers,  will  in  a  city,  where  the  ritiated 
air  of  a  crowded  population  is  superadded,  produce  a  malignant  fe- 
ver. But  it  seems  that  those  putrescent  substances  which  develope 
a  poisonous  miasma  do  not  pioduce  a  nmlignaQt  or  yellow  fever  in 
our  cities  except  on  the  water's  edge.  The  miasma  here  must  be 
then  either  more  virulent  than  that  escaping  from  putrid  rwhitnnces 
in  other  parts  of  the  city.  Or  there  must  be  something  pres^oit  on  the 
wharves  which  is  necessaiy  to  cooperate.in  the  producticm  of  this 
form  of  fever,  which  does  not  exist  in  situations  fertfaer  removed  from 
this  locality. 

It  occuired  to  me  that  the  most  probable  cause  which  gave  ^ici- 
ency  to  the  poisonous  effluvia  escaping  on  the  wharves  in  the  prodnc- 
tkm  <^  yellow  fever  was  the  river  itself.  Thatthe  water  evaporating 
and  furnishing  a  redpient  for  the  pcMson,  it  was  concentrated  in  the 
dense  fogs  which  are  seen  hovering  over  its  sur&ce  and  along  its 
bcnd«B  as  soon  as  the  nights  begin  to  lengthen  and  the  autumnal 
season  approaches.  'It  seoned  that  the  miasma  which  was  pro- 
duced during  the  heat  of  the  day  escaped,  by  ascending  with  the  im- 
perceptible vapour  into  the  higher  re^ons  of  the  atmosphere,  with- 
out producing  any  mischievous  effects ;  but  as  soon  as  the  cool  nights 
and  condensation  of  th6  watery  vapour  commenced,  it  became  en- 
tangled in  the  fc^,  and  produced  disease  by  being  thus  kept  in  a 
more  concentrated  and  virulent  state  within  the  sphere  of  respira- 
tion*. Connected  with  these  phenomena  a  number  of  facts  present- 
ed, which  I  thought  gave  additional  confirmation  to  the  theory. 

The  first  appearance  of  fever  was  found  to  correspond  with  the 
approach  of  cool  nights  after  previous  intense  heat  had  existed  for 
some  months ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  if  the  solar  heat,  acting 
upon  the  sources  of  the  poisonous  effluvia  on  the  wharves,  was  alone 


*  The  mode  in  which  the  poifonout  miuma  is  introduced  into  the  sj^tem 
fonnf  no  part  of  this  inquiry,  but  whether  that  be  through  one  or  all  of  the  ac- 
cessible surfaces,  the  skin,  Uie  lungs  or  the  stomach,  the  application  of  the  rea- 
soning above  is  not  afifected  by  the  admission  of  either  or  the  whole  of  the«e 
inlets. 
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sufficient  to  generate  this  form  of  fever  witliout  the  adventitious  help 
alluded  to,  as  that  is  oflen  more  intense  for  a  long  time  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  co<^  nights  and  the  accompanying  (bgs 
or  mists  than  afterwards,  we  ought  to  look  for  its  appearance  earlier 
in  the  season.  Besides,  as  there  is  certainly  more  heat  during  the 
day  at  the  period  of  the  year  when  this  fever  occurs,  and  consequently 
more  of  the  effluvia  of  putrefaction  escaping,  tlian  during  the  night, 
the  day-time  is  the  period  when  the  danger  of  exposure  on  the  wharves 
would  be  increased,  whereas  the  danger  is  unquestionably  much 
greater,  if  not  altogether,  at  night  and  early  in  the  morning  before 
the  condensed  moisture  hovering  over  the  river  and  its  margin  is  dis- 
sipated*. 

It  was  from  the  observation  of  this  law  in  relation  to  the  common 
autumnal  fevers,  the  coexistence  of  these  with  the  appearance  of 
fogs  along  the  rivers,  over  swamps,  ponds,  mill  dams,  &c.  the  materials 
for  producing  miasmata  being  also  present,  and  the  evident  control- 
ling influence  which  the  motion  of  the  foggy  strata  seemed  to  have 
in  the  propagation  of  these  fevers,  that  I  was  led  from  analogy  to 
apply  a  like  explanation  to  the  appearance  of  the  yellow  fever  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  wharves.  In  both  instances  the  disease  com- 
mences with  the  same  meteorological  phenomena  and  in  both  the 
danger  is  only  apprehended  by  exposure  to  the  miasmata  when  uoi- 


*  That  miasmata  are  elevated  into  the  upper  strata  of  the  atmosphere  during 
the  heat  of  the  day  is  proved  by  the  fact  mentioned  by  Ds  Lisle  and  other  wri- 
ters of  the  mischievous  effects  of  the  evening  dew.  *'  The  evening  dew  (says 
this  writer)  is  so  much  dreaded  at  Rome,  from  the  proximity  of  the  Pontine 
marshes,  that  as  soon  as  It  l>egiD8  to  be  perceived  the  inhabitants  shut  themselves 
up  in  their  houses.  But  the  moment  the  first  copious  precipitation  of  vapour 
which  accompanies  the  close  of  a  hot  day  is  over,  they  all  sally  forth  again  and  the 
streets  are  more  crowded  than  ever/*  If  the  poisonous  malaria  is  thus  concentri' 
ted  and  falls  in  a  haze,  from  the  condensation  of  vapour  in  the  higher  regions ;  the 
inference  I  think  is  clear  and  Incontestible  that  the  same  poison  escaping  it 
night,  over  which  a  mist  or  fog  is  hovering,  must  become  entangled  and  concen- 
trated within  it.  But  as  regards  the  precipitation  in  the  evening  dew  of  the  efflu- 
via arising  from  our  wharves,  the  limitation  of  the  source  of  this  poison  is  here  so 
narrow,  that  I  have  not  thought  it  probable  that,  aAer  having  passed  into  this  ele- 
vated region,  it  would  in  any  quantity  fall  again  upon  the  same  circumscribed 
spot.  It  would  become  too  generally  diffused  in  the  air,  if  not  always  wafM 
away.  I  have  tlicrcfore  not  considered  this  phenomenon  as  connected  with  the 
production  of  yellow  fever.  * 
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ted  ffitli  a  moist  anil  foggy  atmoaphere,  whicli  ia  generally  after  w 
act  and  early  in  the  morning. 

But  where  the  analogy  is  still  stronger,  nnd  tlie  feet  more  striking 
and  confirmatory  of  the  hypothesis  ofiered,  is,  that  the  generation  of 
all  these  miasmatic  fcvera  ia  arrested  abruptly  by  the  reduction  of  the 
temperature  to  the  freezing  point ;  at  which  time  the  appearance  of 
thewatery  vapour  or  fog  which  just  before  had  enveloped  the  poison  ta 
also  forthwith  prevented.  Now  it  ia  not  probable  that  the  putrefac- 
tion which  had  been  going  on  and  producing  miasmata  and  an  !□- 
creaae  of  disease  whilst  the  thermometer  stood  at  thirty-three  or 
thirty-four  degrees  (and  higher  than  which  it  still  remains  during 
the  day)  is  immediately  suspended  by  a  further  reduction  of  the  tem- 
perature to  thirty-two  degrees  at  night-  It  is  more  probable  that 
the  watery  receptacle  only  was  thus  precipitated,  which  had  hitherto 
ensnared  the  miasma  as  it  escaped  from  the  putrescent  materials. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known,  that  when  our  cities  have  been  visited 
epidemically  with  the  yellow  fever,  so  far  from  the  disease  diminish- 
ing gradually  aa  the  weather  became  cooler,  the  cases  of  fever  were 
multiplied  daily,  in  the  ratio  of  its  duration,  till  the  temperature  was 
at  the  freezing  point,  when  the  occurrence  of  new  cases  ceased  at 
once;  the  same  state  of  things  having  obtained  in  this  instance, 
though  upon  very  dilferent  principles,  as  during  the  heat  of  the  sum- 
mer, before  the  vicissitudes  of  temperature  occurred  upon  which  the 
well  known  meteorological  phenomena  of  fogs  depend.  In  the  one 
case  the  miasmata  escaping  with  the  water  in  a  state  of  volatiliza- 
tion ascend  at  once  into  the  higher  regions  of  the  atmosphere 
without  doing  mischief;  and  in  the  other  the  condensed  moisture 
concentrating  the  poisunous  efiluvia  and  holding  it  within  the  reach  of 
its  victims  is  promptly  precipitated  in  the  form  of  frost,  and  its  ack- 
ening  effects  cease.  Is  it  probable,  as  stated  by  Dr  J.  Mathek 
Smith  in  liis  work  on  Epidemics*,  and  other  medical  writers  who 
advocate  the  local  origin  of  yellow  fever,  "  that  the  pestilential  soil 
becomes  more  and  more  prolilic  of  the  poison  as  the  epidemic  riaea 
to  its  height,"  whilst  the  temperature  is  daily  thus  actually  diminish- 
ing ?  Or  is  it  not  more  likely  that,  as  the  gradual  reduction  of  beat 
must  be  accompanied  with  less  and  less  of  putrefiiction,  the  increase 
of  the  miasma  and  ii^  effects  is  owing  lo  the  continued  accumu- 


•  Vide  Work  oD  Epidemics,  before  lefeired  to,  by  J.  Mathkk  Smith,  MJ]>, 
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lation  and  retention  of  the  poison  by  the  frequent  returns  of  the 
damp  and  foggy  nights,  by  which  means  it  is  conveyed  gradually  into 
the  houses,  and  shaded  alleys  and  streets,  adjacent  to  its  source  ? 

In  the  same  work  on  Epidemics,  Dr  Smith  observes,  that  ^^  per- 
koino-miasma  (by  which  name  he  calls  the  poison  producing  yellow 
fever  and  plague)  is  destroyed  by  the  reduction  of  the  atmospheric 
temperature  to  32  deg.  of  Fahrenheit" — whilst  *^  all  writers  testify 
(he  says)  that  the  plague  disappears  in  Palestine  during  the  extreme 
heat  of  summer ;  or,  as  Alpinvs  asserts,  as  soon  as  Uie  sun  enters 
Cancer."  From  which  statement  it  would  appear  that. heat  and 
cold  are  both  destructive  of  miasmata — and  however  paradoxical 
the  fact  may  seem,  it  is  perhaps  no  more  so  than  that  which  is  gene- 
rally admitted,  of  the  necessity  of  a  mean  temperature  approximat- 
ing 80  deg.  of  Fahrenheit  for  some  months  before  yellow  fever  can 
be  produced ;  whilst  the  reduction  of  the  temperature  daily,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  fever,  so  &r  from  diminishing  the  .extension 
of  the  disease,  actually  increases  it  till  the  freezing  point  arrives, 
when  it  abruptly  ceases  altogether.  This  obtains  even  in  the  warm 
southern  latitudes.  Dr  J.  M.  Campbell  describing  the  yellow  fe- 
ver as  it  appeared  in  Charleston  in  the  year  1819,  states,  ^^  that  a 
severe  frost  always  puts  an  end  to  the  disease,  while  cool  weather  in- 
creases it."  I  know  not  how  these  embarrassing  fitcts  can  be  ex- 
plained, unless  it  be  by  the  meteoric  influence  which  has  been  sug- 
gested. 

Dr  John  Watts,  Jb^,  remarking  upon  the  degree  of  heat  said  ^^  to 
be  essential  to  the  appearance  of  this  fever  as  an  epidemic,"  states, 
^^  tliis  degree  of  heat  alone  (80  deg.)  however,  is  not  productive  of 
yellow  fever ;  for  its  appearance  is  not  witnessed,  or  the  spreading 
of  it  observed,  if  a  case  of  it  be  accidentally  or  otherwise  introduced, 
unless  the  causes  of  a  local  are  superadded  to  those  of  a  general 
nature.  With  the  precise  intensity,  variety  and  nature  of  these  local 
causes  we  are  not  as  yet  by  any  means  acquainted ;  but  we  have  a 
strong  presumptive  proof,  that  all  of  them  partake  more  or  less  of 
the  miasmatic  character ;  and  that  some  of  them  are  strong  concen- 
trated exhalations,  nearly  allied  to  those  which  produce  the  ordinary 
remittent  fevers.     How  far  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  com- 


*  Vide  an  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  which  appeared  in  Tariotif  parts  of  the 
United  States  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1819,  by  JoHir  Watts,  Jb, 
M.D.  **  Medical  and  Surgical  Register  of  Casei  in  New  York  HoqHtal.'* 
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plicated  with  tite  agency  of  adTentitioua  or  accidental  nattert^ 
modified  b;  the  altemale  iitlluencca  uf  heat  and  moisture,  tad  obt- 
toin  vicissitudes  in  the  tempornturc  of  dny  and  night,  we  cannot  now 
detennine ;  but  we  have  little  doubt,  that  as  tlic  attention  of  physi- 
cians shall  be  turned  (rom  the  iUuaory  reaearchea  on  the  subject  of 
contagion,  and  more  aedulonaly  bestowed  on  the  miasmatic  origin  of 
yellow  fever  as  developed  by  the  agency  of  solar  heat  and  nieteoric 
influences,  that  we  shall  look  back  with  surprise  on  the  obsolete  doc- 
trine of  its  contagion,  tliat  it  nhould  so  long  have  kept  posaewion  of 
the  mind,  to  the  exclusion  of  more  philosophical  principles  of  know- 
It  is,  1  am  persuaded,  only  with  such  sentiments  kept  in  view,  diat 
we  can  arrive  at  the  trutli  in  relation  to  this  long  controverted  que» 
tion;  and  tliough,  perhaps,  strictly  correct,  as  stated  by  Dr  Good*, 
when  treating  of  the  subject  of  this  fever,  "  that  of  all  the  siil>divi- 
sions  of  general  philosophy,  there  is  none  so  little  entitled  lo  the 
name  of  a,  science  as  meioorology  itself,"  yet  1  think  there  are 
some  facta,  a  knowledge  of  this  science  devclopes  [imperfect  aa  Jt  is), 
which  will  be  found  to  explain  some  points  of  diHiculty  hitherto  pre- 
senting themselves  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject. 

The  formation  of  fogs  or  mists  is  very  irregular  and  uncertain,  U 
is  true;  but  Ibis  fickleness  may  ofler  the  most  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  some  of  the  embarrassing  facts,  not  only  connected  with  the 
first  appearance  and  location  of  yellow  fever,  but  also  of  its  very 
eccentric  history  whilst  previuling  as  an  epidemic. 

Sir  H.  Djkvvt,  inan  interesting  paper  upon  the  formation  c^miats 
over  the  beds  of  rivers  and  lakes,  observes,  "the  appearance  of  mist 
over  the  Danube  in  the  evening  uniformly  coincided  with  tlie  ilimioa* 
tion  of  the  tcmperaturo  of  the  air  from  tlirce  to  six  deg.  below  that 
of  the  river ;  and  the  disappearance  of  fog  in  the  inoming,  with  the 
elevation  of  the  temperature  of  the  air  above  that  of  the  river." 
And  '^  when  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  remained  till  ader 
dark  higher  than  tJiat  of  the  river,  there  was  not  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance of  mist."  But  at  the  same  time,  tlio  author  states  the  im- 
portant fact,  that  "  great  dryness  of  the  air,  or  a  current  of  dry  air 


•  Vide  Di  Good's  •'  Study  of  Medicine-" 

I  Vide  Some  Obtcrvaiioiu  on  the  foimalion  of  Mist*  in  particular  filuatituu, 
Phltosopliiral  TnuiKictioiii' of  Ro}>al  Society  orLoudoD,  I9)!l,  p.  123,  Iiy  Sil  M-... 
DAVV.Bail,  FH.B,  V  P  R  I,  "^ 
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passing  across  a  river,  will  prevent  the  formation  of  mist  even  when 
the  temperature  of  the  water  is  much  higher  than  that  of  the  atnM>- 
sphere."  So  that  when  the  season  occurs  for  the  ai^>earance  at 
night  of  the  dense  and  ponderous  fi>gs  hanging  over  our  rivers,  to 
which  the  miasmata  adhere,  whether  disease  shall,  or  shall  not,  be 
produced  must  depend  upon  many  contingencies.  That  the  heat 
necessary  to  produce  putre&ction  and  the  materials  suited  to  the 
production  of  the  poisonous  effluvia  must  be  present  is  certain.  It 
is  also  well  known  that  the  presence  of  water  or  mmsture  promotes 
the  decomposition  of  vegetable  and  animal  matter,  and  hastens  the 
escape  of  the  morbific  miasma ;  but  it  will  not  be  contended  that  the 
putrescent  materials  on  our  wharves,  saturated  as  they  are  with 
moisture  continually,  can  receive  from  the  dampness  or  floating  fog 
of  the  night  such  an  accession  of  moisture  as  to  account  for  the 
production  of  a  sickening  and  &tal  effluvia  at  this  time  only,  and 
that  for  want  of  it  this  process  is  entirely  at  rest  during  the  day. 
The  inference  is  then,  as  I  have  endeavoured  elsewhere  to  shew, 
that  all  the  other  requisites  being  present,  the  humid  atmosphere, 
such  as  is  produced  on  our  wharves  by  the  fogs  arising  fixnn  the 
adjacent  body  of  water  on  the  approach  of  cool  nights,  is  also  a 
sine  qua  turn  in  the  production  of  yellow  fever:  that  the  fog  ia 
in  fact  the  recipient,  concentrating  and  increasing  the  virulence 
of  the  miasma  escaping  at  night  from  putrid  substances  on  or  near 
the  water's  edge,  and  thus  produciog  disease,  which  is  not  pro- 
duced during  the  day,  nor  indeed  at  night  without  this  auxiliary. 
But  if  the  theory  be  well  founded,  it  must  still  be  evident,  that 
the  irregular  and  fluctuating  phenomena  of  fogs,  their  formation 
depending  upon  the  air  being  colder  than  the  water,  and  being  thus 
subject  to  the  changes  of  temperature,  will  render  tlie  frequency  as 
well  as  the  intensity  of  their  appearance  always  uncertain*.  Their 
cflccts  also  in  aiding  the  miasmatic  exhalations  to  produce  the  fever 


*  According  to  the  explicit  theory  of  Sir  H.  Datt,  fogf  wiU  be  increased  in 
proportion  to  the  preriotu  lieat  of  the  f ummer ;  because  the  warmer  the  water, 
the  greater  the  variations  are  likely  to  be  in  the  temperature  of  the  air  from  that 
of  the  water,  by  which  the  quantity  and  denseness  of  the  fog  is  regulated.  This 
fact  may  explain  an  influence  of  the  summer  heat  in  producing  yellow  fever  not 
before  noticed  ;  as  the  higher  the  temperature  is,  not  only  the  greater  is  the  quan- 
tity of  miasmata  induced,  but  the  greater  the  fogs  along  the  rirer,  which  control 
and  give  them  efficiency. 
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tttiDosphere  be  still,  or  if  a  breeze  towai^s  the  whaif  be  present,  and 
more  especially  if  this  bo  of  frequent  occurrence,  the  inmates  of 
the  adjacent  buildings,  and  others  near  at  hand,  witltout  proper  pre- 
caution would  be  likely  to  suRer  from  the  efiecls''of  the  miasmatic 
poison.  But  if  otherwise  the  winds  should  be  strong,  or  the  cur- 
rent of  air  in  the  contrary  direction,  no  disease  would  be  induced. 
In  this  way  may  we  not  explain  the  irregularity  of  the  appearance 
of  yellow  fever  ?  not  only  the  intervals  elapsing  between  its  visits, 
but  also  the  appearance  of  the  disease  in  a  sporadic  form  in  different 
situations,  as  it  did  in  this  city  in  1G19,  and  its  more  general  preva- 
lence as  an  epidemic  as  occurred  in  tlie  memorable  years  of  ITd.^ 
and  1798  ?  The  highly  concentrated  poison  may  be  slowly  wafled 
along  the  wharves  from  its  different  soUrces,  such  as  foul  vessels  and 
damaged  cargoes,  the  fetid  mud  exposed  at  low  tide,  oa  which  all 
the  sewers  and  gutters  empty  their  filth,  and  the  mass  of  vegetable 
and  other  ofikl  matter  constantly  putrefying  along  the  water's  edge, 
and  in  this  way  pass  into  open  doors  and  windows,  or  along  ths 
streets  adjacent  and  alTect  a  few  individuals,  whilst  those  shut  up,  or 
not  in  the  direction  of  the  breeze,  escape.  This  slate  of  things  may 
not  again  occur,  or  a  strong  wind  or  the  heat  of  the  sun  may  dis- 
perse the  whole  and  no  extension  of  the  disease  take  place.  But  if 
the  pcstilenlial  poison  be  sent  night  aller  night,  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, in  narrow  and  shaded  streets  not  accessible  to  the  sun,  nod 
into  houses  carelessly  lejl  open,  the  probability  is  that  the  disease 
will  become  epidemic.  The  irregular  periods  at  which  yellow 
fever  has  appeared  have  been  attributed  to  an  epidemic  constitutiOD 
of  the  atmosphere,  or  certain  inexplicable  occult  ((ualities,  preceded 
by  a  mean  temperature  of  about  80  deg.* 


^^L 


•  Di  Irvine  of  ChMleslon,  one  of  our  moat  intelligent  write™  on  yellow  fe- 
vei,  whilst  lie  adtuits  "  tlial  there  is  Kime  quality  in  I)ie  air  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ihe  »e»  anil  lis  tide  traten  which  (ha  says)  is  oecesaaiy  to  iu  flppearance," 
yet  auerti  at  the  same  lime,  "  thai  tlic  country  mU9l  be  unhealthy  before  the 
town  twcames  so;  mil  that  ii  bbudd  geaeralty  «ckly  is  especiolly  necesury  to 
iu  appeaiince."  Similar  jcutimcnti  wi:re  bIhi  pntoilaiaed  by  the  late  Dr  Rdiu. 
Bui  that  thia  «tate  of  things  U  oat  esaential  will  appear  fi'om  the  fact,  thai,  in  the 
yean  when  yellow  fever  list  prevailed  in  lllil  city,  Ihe  neighbourhood  la  the 
country  round  ui  was  quite  healthy ;  wheniai,  dnce  the  year  1822.  tie  have  bad 
tntermiltenl  and  reuiilling  fevera  abounding  close  lo  Iha  city,  and  through  the 
country  adjaceat,  and  no  yellow  fever  ha*  appeared  amoDgat  ua  during  the  who' 
period. 
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"  The  spread  of  the  fever,"  says  Dr  Chapman,  "I  have  always 
found  to  be  in  the  direction  of  the  wind;  even  the  line  of  danger," 
he  observes,  ^^  may  be  drawn  with  tolerable  precision,  except  when 
the  poisoned  air  may  be  wafled  over  its  limits  by  the  force  of  winds 
setting  in  that  direction."  And  that  such  fevers  do  arise  in  situations 
where  apparently  none  of  the  materials  of  miasmata  exist :  ^'  I 
have  seen,"  the  professor  states,  ^^  yellow  fever  break  out  in  this  city, 
and  the  same  has  been  remarked  in  other  places,  on  the  neatest  of 
our  wharves,  avoiding  as  it  were  the  foul  and  the  dirty.  By  these 
facts,"  he  says,  ^^  have  we  been  hitherto  exceedingly  embarrassed — 
leading  some  to  the  conviction  of  the  direct  importation  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  others  to  impute  its  origin  to  the  influence  of  intense  heat 
only."  I  have  also  witnessed  instances  of  disease  occurring  in 
gentlemen  (and  there  are  many  reported  by  others)  who  remained 
in  their  counting  houses  after  night,  or  visited  them  very  early  in  the 
morning,  which  were  situated  on  wharves  perfectly  clean.  But  I 
apprehend  the  cases  admit  of  the  same  explanation  ofiered  above, — 
the  poison  being  carried  from  a  distance  where  the  cause  existed. 
The  necessity  of  the  damp  vapour  of  night  to  give  efiect  to  the  poi- 
son receives  additional  confirmation  also  from  this  fact, — of  gentle- 
men sickening  with  this  fever  by  remaining  on  the  wharves  at  night 
or  visiting  them  very  early  in  the  morning,  whilst  those  escaped  with 
impunity  wlio  only  remained  there  during  the  day. 

Dr  Reese,  in  his  observations  on  the  epidemic  of  1819  in  a  part 
of  Baltimore,  states  ^^  that  several  physicians  who  had  been  attend- 
ing patients  through  the  whole  course  of  the  fever  in  the  very  centre 
of  infection  in  the  day-time  were  exempted  from  the  malady,  but  by  vis- 
iting once  in  the  night  they  became  diseased."  Dr  Rbvess  also  in 
an  account  of  the  fever  in  the  same  city  and  the  same  year  remarks, 
that  *^  there  was  scarcely  an  instance  of  a  person  visiting  the  infect- 
ed district  at  night  without  undergoing  an  attack  of  the  disease, 
while  during  the  day  it  might  be  visited  with  comparative  impu- 
nity*.'' The  fact  of  the  great  majority  of  those  attacked  with  this 
fever  being  seized  at  night  is  mentioned  by  most  writers. 

Did  it  not  occupy  too  much  space,  numerous  authorities  might  be 
cited  to  shew  that  the  yellow  fever  not  only  has  generally,  if  not  al* 
ways,  appeared  in  the  first  place  on  the  wharves,  or  adjacent  to  the 


*  Vide  Account,  &c.  Med.  uid  Surg.  Regitter  of  New  York  Hospital,  by  Dr 
J.  Watts,  Jr. 
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water,  hut  has  Locn  conniicd  to  Ibal  vicinity  during  llic  whole  fS* 
riod  of  Ili  continuance  whorcvor  it  has  existed ;  whether  in  the  West 
India  Islands.  South  America  or  on  our  own  continent.  Inlhiscity. 
during  the  years  when  its  Iktality  and  extension  were  the  greatest,  it 
never  reached  farther  from  the  Delaware  than  Fourth  street ;  and 
this  limitation  of  the  disease,  together  with  the  direction  in  which  it 
always  spreads  from  the  river  towards  tho  city,  but  passing  slowly 
and  irregularly,  subject  to  many  obstructions,  goes  to  shew  tlie  influ- 
ence of  fog  in  carrying  miasma,  as  cxliibited  in  all  situations  where 
it  exists;  controlling  the  extension  of  disease  and  being  itself  control- 
led by  every  obstacle  placed  in  its  way. 

In  New  York  (Dr  Miller  states*,  in  his  account  of  the  yellow  fe- 
ver of  that  city  in  1805,)  the  iliaoase  appeared  on  the  East  river 
some  weeks  before  it  took  place  on  the  North  river ;  and  this  same 
thing  occurred  in  the  epidemic  of  1 803,  which,  he  states,  ^^  was  as- 
cribed by  many  to  the  removal  of  the  shipping  (rooi  tho  East  to  the 
North  river;  but  as  no  such  removal  took  place  in  1606,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  explain  the  fact  in  some  other  way,"  which  he  does  fay  sup- 
posing "  that  the  miasmata  came  to  maturity  two  or  three  weeks 
sooner  on  one  side  than  on  the  other." 

The  city  of  New  York  bordering  on  two  rivers  and  thickly  set- 
tled on  both  sides, — the  disease  appearing  on  each  at  distant  inter- 
vals without  spreading  from  one  side  lo  tlio  other,  oilers  a  striking 
instance  of  the  influence  of  the  water  in  its  production.  And  dif- 
fering from  Dr  Miller  in  the  supposed  cause  to  which  the  intervals 
were  to  be  attributed  which  elapsed  between  tho  infection  of  the  two 
margins,  I  think  a  more  plausible  explanation  would  be  found  in 
the  meteorological  phenomena  which  has  been  suggested,  than  that 
of  the  miasma  arriving  at  maturity  on  one  side  sooner  than  the 
other. 

This  formidable  disease  as  it  has  occasionally  appeared  in  Boston 
seems  also  to  have  presented  many  embarrassing  difficulties  to  the 
medical  men  who  have  described  it.  The  malignant  fever  has  ap- 
peared in  that  town  at  three  different  periods,  1790,  1800,  and  1819, 
(each  of  those  periods  was  during  summers  which  were  remarkably 
hot)  and  was  "  confuted  to  the  same  place  and  equally  narrow  limits." 
"The  section  of  the  town  where  uniformly  it  bos  first  appeared  is 


•  Vide  Tic  Medial]  WmVa  of  EilwaiU  Millet,  M.D.  kc.  p.  »8  iiud  S9. 
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aiomid  Fort  Hill,  and  during  the  year  1819  mostly  one  smtlliqiiiie 
GO  the  south  eastern  side  of  the  hill."  ^^The  piincval  sett  of  the 
disease  this  year,"  says  a  writer  in  the  North  American  Review,  ^  was 
on  the  side  of  the  hill,  where  the  decUfity  is  sudden  and  shaip« 
There  was  not  any  extraordinary  filth  about  the  spot  The  houses 
of  the  poor  and  the  yards  about  were  dirty,  but  not  more  so  cer- 
tainly than  the  dwellings  of  the  poor  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  nor 
so  much  so  as  many  houses  in  the  country.  The  population  was 
not  remarkably  crowded."  ^  There  are  extensive  flats  m  the 
neighbourhood,  but  not  so  ezteofive  as  some  in  other  places,  and 
these  flats  are  covered  with  salt  water  oncf  in  twelve  hours ;  we 
aright  however,"  saysthe  writer,  ^  have  thought  it  probable  that  they 
finrnished  the  morbific  poison,  but  that  the  people  who  were  on  the 
side  of  Purchase  street  nearest  the  water,  and  whose  situation  in 
other  respects  was  not  prefoable  to  their  neighbours  and  whose 
houses  are  lower  on  the  hill  as  well  as  nearer  the  flats,  were  com* 
paratively  fi«e  firom  disease."  *^ The infisrence  scans  tons  ineritaUe 
then,"  says  this  writer,  ^  that  the  cause  of  the  disease  originated  either 
in  the  earth  or  the  water  which  belonged  to  the  houses  where  the 
sick  resided.  That  it  was  the  earth  and  not  the  water  seems  to  us 
most  probable,  fixxn  general  considerations  which  we  will  not  stop 
to  disieuss*."  Another  interesting  fitct  stated  by  this  writer  and 
noticed  by  Dr  Watts,  but  fiur  which  no  exfdanation  is  attempted  to 
be  offered,  is,  ^^  that  this  fever  whenever  it  has  occurred  in  Boston 
has  made  its  appearance  much  eariier  in  the  season  than  it  has  in 
most  cities  to  the  south."  Now  these  statements  have  all  q>peared 
to  me  extremely  interesting,  as  connected  with  the  hypothesis  I 
have  advocated  in  this  paper^ — that  the  made  earth  which  constitutes 
the  materials  of  wharves  or  slips  and  the  decaying  logs  forming 
their  fluking,  to  which  the  advocates  of  the  domestic  origin  of  this  fever 
have  imputed  so  much,  were  not  present  in  the  very  place  where  the 
disease  had  always  appeared.  Is  it  at  all  probable  that  earth  which 
has  been  lying  on  the  wharves  undisturbed  for  fifty  or  more  years  can 
still  be  throwing  out  poisonous  malaria  suflkient  to  induce  yellow 
fever  ?  If  this  state  of  things  and  the  feeing  of  decayed  logs,  which 
are  also  mentioned  as  so  formidable,  could  produce  this  fetal  form 
of  malignant  fever,  should  we  not  find  the  disease  produced  oeca- 


*  Vide  New  Eogland  JouumI  of  If  eUicine  and  Surgery  for  October  1819..  and 
North  Amefkan  Re?lew»  No.  27. 


sionally  on  some  one  of  the  numerous  priviite  wliarvea  every  « 
along  our  rivers:  iJiej  have  logs  also,  as  well  as  tlie  matle  earth  in 
their  conslruclion!  Bui  the  crowded  [wpulation  and  vitiated  air  of  « 
city  are  not  present ;  nor  is  there  there  the  same  corruptible  mass 
of  materials  along  the  water's  edge  which  cities  produce. 

It  also  seems  there  were  no  ships  near  this  spot  to  charge  with  the 
contagion.  The  same  writer  slatea,  "It  U  worthy  of  remark  that 
in  neither  of  our  epidemics  has  any  mode  of  foreign  importation 
been  pointed  out  which  rested  even  on  plausible  ground." 

Now  it  seems  evident  that  the  history  of  this  disease,  as  it  occur- 
red in  Boston,  its  locality,  and  its  singular  limits,  admit  of  no  other 
explanation,  at  all  probable,  but  that  which  connects  the  morliiJic 
poison  with  a  moist  and  foggy  stratum  of  air.  For  being  thus  more 
concentrated  and  virulent,  it  floats  near  the  earth,  ponderous  and 
stationary,  when  there  is  no  breeze  to  disliirb-il,  but  passing  to  and 
fro  obedient  to  the  impulse  of  the  winds,  and  producing  those  hith- 
erto unaccountable  cases  of  disease,  and  observing  such  puzzling 
and  eccentric  limits.  The  sudden  and  sharp  declivity  where  this  dis- 
ease prevailed,  as  represented  by  the  writer  before  quoted,  is  pre- 
cisely the  spot  upon  which  such  a  foggy  stratum  would  be  likely  to 
itnpinge  and  do  mischief  to  a  population  residing  opon  it — "  whilst 
those  inhabitants  lower  on  the  flat  and  apparently  more  exposed"  es- 
caped for  the  same  reasons  which  must  explain  similar  occurrences 
which  are  so  common  in  the  country  wherever  autunmal  fevers  pre- 
vail. The  miasma  cither  passes  away  from  its  source  in  a  cloud 
of  vapour,  or  perhaps  floats  over  the  Leads  of  those  close  at  hand 
and  produces  disease  in  persons  at  a  distance  or  such  as  live  in  a 
more  elevated  situation  -,  us  was  the  case  at  Fort  Hill.  Similar  oc- 
currences have  been  frequently  noticed  all  over  the  world  where 
these  fevers  prevail — an  e.xample  of  which  near  this  city  at  a  place 
called  Dush  Hill  is  mentioned  by  Drs  Rvsii  and  Cn.tru.^N  and  is 
familiar  to  most  of  us. 

But  how  is  the  early  appearance  of  the  disease  in  Boston  to  be 
explained  ?  Why  should  the  tlisease  occur  always  earUer  in  this  nor- 
thern latitude  and  after  a  much  less  protracted  heat  has  existed  than 
in  our  cities  farther  south  ?  Surely  the  poisonous  effluvia  capable  of 
producing  this  disease  must  be  sooner  produced  where  Uie  heat  ia 
the  most  intense  and  has  existed  the  longest.  Is  there  any  other 
explanation  of  this  fact,  but  the  earlier  accession  of  cool  night*  in 
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BoBton  than  in  our  more  sottthern  cities,  and  the  conMiiiient  efl^t 
upon  the  humid  atmosphere  loaded  with  miasmata,  to  which  I  have 
alluded  so  often  ? 

As  has  been  before  obseired,  it  was  from  reflection  upon  acnne  of 
the  fiicts  connected  "with  the  appeannce  of  fogs  ot  mists  in  the  au- 
tumnal season,  which  seemed  to  have  a  manifest  influence  in  the 
preduction  and  propagation  of  intennitting  and  remitting  fevers,  that 
I  was  led  to  seek  itf  the  same  agent  an  ea^lanation  of  the  first  ap- 
pearance of  yellow  fever  being  always  on  the  wharves,  or  in  that  part 
of  our  cities  nearest  the  water. 

The  miasma  of  the  country  was  observed  only  to  produce  its  ricken- 
ing  efiects  when  the  dense  fogs  were  formed  over  rivers,  swamps,  d&c. 
by  the  cool  nights,  and  which  e? idently  poisoned  its  victims  precisely  in 
thedirectionin  whichit  spread  itself  pver  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity, 
or  was  carried  by  the  winds.  The  danger  too  was  so  obviously  in- 
creasedAy  exposure  at  night  and  early  in  the  morning,  that  not  only 
medical  men  but  the  most  common  observers  were  careful,  if  prac- 
ticable, to  keep  out  of  the  night  air,  or  an  atmosphere  loaded  with 
mist  or  fog  in  situations  where  miasma  was  likely  to  be  present. 

Many  instances  came  under  my  notice  and  were  mentioned  by 
others,  of  the  striking  eflfocts  of  seclusion  at  night  and  in  the  ear^ 
hours  of  the  morning,  preserving  the  health  of  individuals  and  the 
whole  of  the  children  in  boarding  schoob  situated  in  the  midst  of 
sunroundmg  disease  and  when  all  were  taken  sick  who  used  no  such 
precautions.  The  immunity  fipom  disease  enjoyed  by  peracms  situ- 
ated behind  some  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  fogs  saturated  with  poi- 
sonous miasmata,  such  as  trees,  hills,  high  banks  of  riven,  &c  was 
also  frequently  observed  and  has  been  noticed  in  all  countries  where 
intermitting  and  remitting  fevers  are  produced. 

The  evident  connection  of  poisonous  miasma  or  malaria  with  fog 
or  a  humid  atmosphere  has  indeed  been  remarked  by  a  number  ik 
writers  on  the  subject.  Db  Lisle,  Sir  O.  Blaub  and  Dr  Chafkaii 
have  noticed  particukrly  this  &cU  The  experiments  made  by  Db 
Lisle  at  the  Pontine  marshes  go  to  prove  that  it  is  aqueous  vapours 
which  hold  miasmata  suspended  in  the  atmosphere ;  that  they  are 
precipitated  by  mists  which  form  the  evening  dew,  and  that  various 
obstacles  form  barriers  which  they  cannot  pass  and  against  which 
they  are  deposited.  Sir  O.  Blanb  also  remarks,  ^^  that  the  water 
exhaled  from  a  low  surface  has  a  tendency  to  ascend,  and,  with  the 
miasmata  it  envetopes,  being  lifted  over  parts  on  the  same  level,  im- 


piages  on  the  neighbouring  heights" — all  which,  says  Dr  Cham 
"is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  phenomena  of  fog§  and  clouda." 
But  in  an  elaborate  work  on  malaria  by  Dr  Maccllocu*  just  pub- 
lished in  London  and  within  a  fow  weeks  received  in  this  country, 
the  author  more  clearly  corroborates  ihcac  statements  by  a  detail  of 
much  interesting  matter. 

The  necessary  limitation  of  this  paper  will  only  permit  a  few 
lines  of  extracts.  "  Ii  has  been  shewn,"  the  author  states, "  thai 
the  matter  of  malaria  combines  especially  with  a  moist  atmosphere 
or  with  fogs  and  mists.  It  is  in  reality  combined  with  a  cloud,  and 
since  tlial  is  indefinitely  transportable  we  can  see  no  reason  why  the 
malaria  should  not  be  transported  with  it:  and  thus  it  may  travel 
under  the  protection  of  its  original  receptacle  to  distances  we  can 
scarcely  venture  to  limit.  And  to  a  certain  extent  experience  proves 
that  this  actually  happens,"  &c.  &d. 

When  treating  at  lengtli  upon  the  subject  of  personal  prevention 
under  the  presence  of  malaria,  amongst  other  means  noticed  by  the 
author,  I  will  merely  stale  tlic  following  as  confirmatory  of  the  fact, 
that  the  poison  is  held  in  union  witli  the  watery  vapour  floating  in 
Ihe  atmosphere.  The  fact  as  it  is  atnted  by  Dr  M.  is  simply  this, 
"  that  by  surrounding  the  head  with  a  gauze  veil  or  eonopcunh  the 
action  of  malaria  is  prevented,  and  (hat  thus  it  is  possible  to  sleep  in 
the  most  pernicious  parts  of  Italy  without  hazard  of  fever.  In 
Malta  and  elsewhere  this  belief  in  universal.  Thus  also  in  Spaio 
and  Portugal,  it  is  a  common  and  universal  habit  to  draw  tlie  man- 
tiUa  over  the  moutli  when  in  suspected  places,  as  also  in  foggy 
weather  and  east  winds." 

Dr  CiiAFHAN  has  likewise  related  a  fact  somewhat  analogous  ; 
"  It  ia  indeed  said,"  Dr  C  slates,  "  by  a  respectable  writer,  thai  by 
merely  placing  gauze  againet  open  windows,  or  sleeping  under  mus- 
quito  nets,  protection  is  derived  against  noxious  exhalations,  which 
to  a  certain  extent  may  be  true,  and  is  credited  by  the  inbabitanis 
of  our  southern  states."  "  These  facta,"  Dr  Macullocu  observes, 
■'  are  not  improbable  upon  theory,  because  we  can  thus  conceive  an 
almosphcrc  from  tiie  lungs  accumulated  within  Ihe  veil  capable  of 
decomposing  the  malaria."  But  Uie  theory  of  tlic  author  to  me 
appears  much  more  improbable  than  the  facts.     Il  must,  I  iliink,  be 


*  Vide  "  Mtlails;  m  Euay  od  the  Produclion  and  Praptgntion 
■on.  Etc.&c.     By  JoHH  Macvllocii,  M.D.  F.K  S.  &c  &c   Landoii,  IS| 
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considered  somewhat  sorprimng  that  the  writer,  who  M  jOBt  been 
contending  that  the  malaria  WM  inBocpteatad  with  the  vapour  or 
mist,  should  now  have  it  decompoMd  ftmn  an  Bflccntfoo  of  more 
vapotar  tssning  from  the  lungs  and  confined  within  a  v|B  waroaod* 
ing  the  mouth.  The  explanation  a|q[M9an  obvious  neverflieteBi  and 
gives  much  additional  plausibility  to  the  theoiy  espoosed«-  Thevml 
or  mantilla  really  shuts  out  the  poison  by  shotting  cot  thp  honidity  d^ 
or  fog  to  which  it  is  adhering.  ,  ^ 

If  then  this  union  and  concentration  of  miasma,  in  its  watery  ve- 
hicle in  the  form  of  fog  or  mist,  is  indispensable  for  thepioduetion 
of  its  poisonous  efltets,  have  we  not  a  satisfiustory  nuttt  why  the 
most  luxuriant  vegetation  which  is  seen  rotting  in  the  Mds,  bam 
yards,  compost  heaps,  &c.  in  the  country  can  often  takeplaoe,asii 
really  the  case,  without  detriment  to  health?  and  why  also  the  Same  poi- 
sonous efflnvia  should  be  diminated  within  the  precincts  of  the  dty 
fttmi  putrid  masses  of  accumulated  filth,  and  yet  often  matfe  with- 
out any  mischievous  effect?  But  bring  such  sources  of  poison  in  the 
imme^te  vicinity  of  a  large  body  of  water,  whether  a  river,  a 
pond,  or  a  marrii,  whence  a  mist  or  fog  is  sent  to  hover  over  and 
ensnare  the  poison  as  it  escapes,  and  with  such  an  amdHaiy  disease 
win  be  most  assuredly  produced*. 

In  concluding  thwe  obsorvations  I  have  only  lo  add  some  brief 
practical  inferences,  in  relation  to  preventive  meaeuies,  which  have 
been  suggested  by  the  views  presented ;  before  doing  wUeh  I  maybe 
first  allowed  to  state,  however,  that  the  hypothesis  I  have  attempted  so 
imperfectly  to  explain  was  mentioned  to  some  of  my  modiill  firiends 
soon  after  the  yellow  fever  of  1819  in  this  dty,  and  amongst  othen  to 
the  present  rice  president  of  the  College,  Professor  Jaxss,  who  had 
been  associated  with  me  in  the  Board  of  Health,  and  at  whose  sugges- 


*  It  mqr  bs  htie  itated  thoo^  noteoimected  iauMdiately  with  the  sulyMtof 
thif  paper,  that  if  by  ezeaYttlDa  eanala  HinMq^uwt  our  conotiy  lo  aeeiire  a  more 
teady  market  for  tlie  fiiiitf  of  a  profitable  ioduatry,  we  actually  produce  diaeaae 
aod  leMen  the  leciirity  of  life  in  dtoatioiia  which  were  before  perfectly  healthy 
(and  whidi  will  be  the  case  I  thhik  there  cannot  be  a  doubt)  it  it  not  worfli 
while  to  panae  and  eoodder  the  contested  queadon  of  the  eompantive  merlta  of 
eanala  and  laU  roada,  connected  (aa  I  leally  believe  It  !■)  with  Che  pieaeivation 
of  milliona  of  Uvea  ?  How  often  do  we  make  ovr  cupidity  accoamy  to  ourmi- 
aeiics  P  And  thia  ia  the  case  too  often  with  govemmentB  as  well  as  individuab. 
The  remark  here  applies  to  the  destruction  of  health  \  but  it  will  peihaps  fftill 
more  fiequontly  apply  to  the  destruction  of  morals. 


ftRIOIRjll.  COMiniHIWTIOIit, 


tion  1  tliGii  made 


c  notea  upon  tlie  subject,  for  the  pur 


d  thrown  aside  (ilt 
the  present  period.  My  fear  has  been,  that  1  was  erring  with  manj 
others  on  the  aanic  question  by  drawing  conclusions  &om  too  narrow 
a  field  of  observation,  and  was  considering  the  disease  in  too  isolated 
a  manner;  but  if  it  should  not  bear  the  test  of  a  more  critical  and 
philosophical  investigation  which  it  will  be  certain  to  receive  from 
(he  memliers  ofthc  College,  perhaps  the  investigation  may  give  some 
aid  in  the  development  of  truth ;  besides  wliich,  on  this  as  well  aa  on 
every  other  question,  tliere  is  nothing  worthy  of  our  purauit. 

The  prsventivc  means  which  may  be  staled  as  growing  out  of  Uie 
views  taken  in  the  foregoing  essay  are  in  some  respects  the  same  jm 
have  been  pointed  out  by  many  other  writers  on  tlie  subject  of  yel- 
low fever. 

Tho  most  importani  which  occur  to  mc  are  as  follows  t 

The  wharves  should  be  carried  out  to  low  water  mark,  and  in- 
stead of  the  docks  intersecting  them  as  the;  now  do,  their  whole  ex- 
tent should  present  an  even  surface  and  be  faced  with  stone.  They 
should  be  covered  with  a  deep  layer  of  sand,  and  paved  as  the 
streets  are  generally. 

Vessels  of  every  description  at  the  wharves  should  be  inspected 
by  the  port  physician  or  some  other  officer  before  the  season  of  the 
year  in  which  yellow  fever  appears.  All  ballast  should  be  removed 
and  the  vessels  requiring  it  cleansed  and  whitewashed,  and  frequent- 
ly ventilated  with  wind  sails. 

No  veswls  should  be  allowed  to  come  to  the  city  during  the  sickly 
season  without  previous  careful  inspection  at  the  Lazaretto;  and 
when  required  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  purified. 

None  of  the  buildings  facing  the  river  should  be  occupied  as 
dwelling  bouses  ;  and  the  higher  they  arc  and  the  farther  they  recede 
from  the  water's  edge  the  better.  They  should  only  be  visited  dui^ 
ing  the  day,  and  if  the  weather  be  damp,  or  if  obliged  to  be  in 
them  at  night,  the  windows  should  be  closed  and  the  doors  shut.  A 
moderate  fire  kept  in  the  apartments  occupied,  or  unslacked  lime, 
sulphuric  acid,  or  some  substance  rapidly  absorbing  moisture,  would 
offer  additional  security. 

Tliose  persons  visiting  the  wharves  or  streets  adjacent  to  the  ri- 
ver, alter  night  in  the  sickly  season,  should  use  a  handkerchief,  or 
some  oilier  veil. 

All  jntcrscctioiu  of  the  city  by  canals,  or  the  introduction  in  any 


waj  of  a  lai^e  bo^^  water  within  the  limits  of  a  aH|nled  poim- 
ktioii  ahould  be  forever  prgpMBAei^flMtlfiy  would  %»eaae  the 
chances  of  the^apjiearanea  of  yellow  fav^rj^^tqioif lite  to  their 
number  and  extent 
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AnncuB  'KIV .—DescriptUm  of  ckhutlinmBid  far 
tyrescftke  Urethra.    By  E.  R.  CHXwof 


I  am  induced  to  ofier  to  the  connderation  of  the 
instmment  for  dividing  strictures  of  the  urethra,  in 
the  &vourable  opinion  expressed  of  it  by  some  eminettl: 
Philadelphia,  and  the  coil&rmatioB  of  that  opinion 
employment  in  the  skilfUl  hands  of  Dr  R.  Haxla 
gingly  furnished  me  with  the  appended  description  of 

To  the  kindness  of  Dr  S.  G.  Moston  I  am  ind 
curate  drawing  of  the  instrument,  which  enables  mets 
the  most  correct  and  fitvourable  point  of  view. 

De$criplum  rf  ike  PhOe.  ^ 

Fig.  1  represents  a  half  size  profile  drawing  of  thejistnimtsil 
made  for  the  use  of  the  Alms  Housa  Infirmary  of  this  ms.  It  is 
calculated  for  the  adult  urethra.  IV 

a  a  is  a  canula  of  silver,  somewhat  thicker  than  the  ovHBiy  mJe 
catheter,  and  fifteen  inches  in  length.  •• 

6  is  a  flexible  tube  of  steel  or  other  stiff  wire,  layed  wMaaUBy  (in 
mechanical  pariance)  as  e2o#e  as  possible  to  avoid  elastijtyt  while 
it  will  be  sufficiently  flexible  to  pursue  the  curvature  of  die  canuh. 

c  Lb  a  knife,  a  hiteral  view  of  which  Lb  presented  in  Fig/S  (letter 
c).  This  knife  has  two  blades  or  cutting  edges ;  its  body.imr  shank 
is  perforated  lengthwise,  and  has  a  male  screw  at  one  end  by  which 
it  is  connected  to  the  flexible  wire  tube  fr,  which  has  a  femjUe  screw 
to  receive  it 

d  J  ii  a  small  silver  or  steel  wir^,  which  passes  throtj^^  the  flexi- 
ble wire  tube  h  and  knife  c,  having  at  its  extremity  e  -a')>ulbbus  or 
|i|Obe-like  termination.  This  wire  shouM  be  twice  sod  a  half  the 
length  of  the  canula  a  a.  ^;j 
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To  the  end  of  liie  flexible  wire  tube  b,  opposite  that  to  which  ti 
kiiiTe  is  attached,  there  is  a  lilver  cylinder  about  twa  inches  and  > 
half  long,  to  the  extremity  of  which  there  is  connected,  by  eoldoring, 

/,  which  is  a  silver  ring  of  sufHcient  aize  and  ^renglh  to  serve  as 
the  handle  by  which  the  knife  ia  pushed  forward  or  retracted.  To 
permit  thismoremenlof  Ihe  handle,  there  is  a  slit  in  the  canula  a  a, 
eslendii^  to  its  extremity,  and  which  also  permits  the  flexible  wire 
tube  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  canula  when  the  head  is  removed. 

^  is  a  screw  which  secures  tlie  knife  in  its  position  when  retract- 
ed witliin  the  canula  by  being  turned  upon  the  small  cyUndcr. 

&  is  a  similar  screw  which  acts  on  the  wire  director  d,  that  would 
in  ihe  operation  be  pushed  forward  by  b  and  c,  if  not  thus  secured. 

t  is  the  moveable  head  of  the  canula  nn,  and  has  a  body  project- 
ing within  the  canula  beyond  the  screw  h.  This  body  is  pcrtbreted 
fbr  the  passage  of  the  wire  d,  and  in  its  side,  opposite  to  the  screw 
k,  it  has  a  hole  to  allow  the  screw  to  act  on  the  wire. 

The  drawing  of  the  instrument  represents  il  with  the  wire  d 
pitfbed  forward,  and  the  knife  c  as  far  forward  upon  it  as  the  sUt 
in  the  canula  permits,  which  in  this  instrument  is  two  inches,  a  dis- 
tance discretionally  regulated  by  making  the  slit  longer  or  short«-. 
The  knife  hero  represented  has  two  blades  or  cutting  edges ;  but  it 
may  be  made  with  one  or  more  as  may  be  desired,  and  being  con- 
nected by  a  screw  to  the  flexible  wire  tube,  a  variety  of  knives  may 
be  used  wiUi  the  same  instrument.  I  must  say  of  the  kuife  that  1 
consider  it  very  imperfect ;  being  all  in  one  piece  it  is  sharpened  with 
difficulty;  and  I  hope  some  ingenious  cuUer  will  soon  improve  it. 

Fig.  2  represents  part  of  the  instrument  of  the  full  size,  including 
a  lateral  view  of  the  knife. 


Mode  ofutmglhe  Inatrutnent. 
Preparatory  to  operating  with  the  instrument,  llic  situation  t^\ 
stricture  is  to  be  ascertained  as  directed  in  the  use  of  the  caustic  bou- 
gie, Ihe  knife  by  the  handle  e  is  to  be  retracted  within  the  canula,  with 
the  extremity  of  which  its  point  should  corrcsgiond,  and  the  bulboos 
extremity  of  the  wire  is  to  be  drawn  up  to  the  knife  ;  with  the  knife 
tiiUs  sheathed  the  instrument  is  introduced  into  the  urethra,  within 
an  inch  or  (wo  of  the  stricture,  when  the  wire  is  to  be  pushed  for- 
ward OS  a  probe,  which  will,  according  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  case, 
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pass  the  stricture  with  more  or  less  readiness.  To  be  sure  that  the 
wire  is  not  in  a  felse  passage,  it  should  be  passed  on  into  the  blad- 
der, however  near  the  stricture  may  be  to  the  extremity  of  the  penis : 
that  it  is  in  the  bladder  the  operator  soon  ascertains  with  a  finger 
per  anum.  When  this  is  done,  an  assistant  holding  the  wire,  the 
operator  passes  the  end  of  the  canula  up  to  the  stricture.  The  wire 
is  then  secured  by  the  screw  k.  The  screw  g,  which  preients  the 
knife  from  being  moved  by  using  the  wire,  is  now  unscrewed,  and 
the  operator  by  the  handle  /  pushes  forward  the  knife  as  fiir  as  he 
deems  sufficient,  and  the  distance  may  be  accurately  determined  by 
a  graduated  scale  on  the  margin  of  the  slit  along  which  the  handle 
passes.  T)ie  stricture  being  divided,  the  knife  and  wire  ire  retracl- 
ed  within  the  canula,  and  the  instrument  withdrawn. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  as  the  knife  is  directed  or  controlled  in 
its  course  by  the  wire  d,  which  passes  through  it,  and  this  wire  be- 
ing certainly  in  the  urethra,  it  is  impossible  to  make  aftbe  passage, 
even  in  the  hands  of  the  inexperienced. 

I  would  suggest  as  a  substitute  for  the  armed  bougie  the  use  of  a  po^ 
tion  of  this  instrument  in  the  application  of  caustic  to  strictures,  when 
theuseofcausticshouldbepreferredtodividingit  with  the  knife.  The 
caustic  may  be  secured  in  an  apparatus  which  might  be  connected 
by  a  screw  to  the  flexible  wire  tube  as  the  knife  is ;  and  being  re- 
tracted within  the  canula  it  can  be  placed  in  contact  with  the  stric- 
ture without  the  hazard  of  cauterizing  the  parietes  of  the  urethra, 
which  is  always  incurred  in  the  use  of  the  armed  bougie. 

I  would  further  suggest,  in  cases  of  imperforate  stricture  in  or  be- 
yond the  curvature  of  the  urethra,  the  use  of  a  laneei  pokUed  knife, 
to  be  connected  by  a  screw  to  the  flexible  wire  tube  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  one  now  described. 


Case  of  Stficiure  of  the  Urethra^  operated  upon  with  Mr  Cirsw's 
Instrument,  By  RicnARD  Harlan,  M.f).  One  of  the  Surgeons 
of  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House  Infirmary. 

Josiah  Fay,  aged  about  48  years,  was  admitted  into  the  Philadel- 
phia Almshouse  in  the  year  1896,  with  stricture  consequent  to  go- 
norrhea. He  was  but  little  benefited  by  the  usual  course  of  bougie 
treatment,  was  discliarged,  became  worse,  and  was  readmitted  in 
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Auguit  1897.  I  examined  him  in  the  montli  of  September,  »i^T 
TouDd  that  a  striclura  in  tlie  memhrsnous  portion  of  the  urethra  op- 
posed every  efTort  to  introduce  either  the  catheter  or  bougie;  though, 
after  the  point  of  the  instrument  had  reached  the  comniencemeni 
of  the  stricture,  I  could  perceive,  by  forcing  it  more  than  is  advi- 
sftble  in  most  cases,  a  sort  of  dragging  sensation  communicated  to 
the  hand,  which  convinced  me  of  the  existence  of  false  passages ; 
this  opinion  was  strengthened  by  local  symptoms  of  long  standing. 

The  patient  stales  that  he  was  treated  for  stricture  tivo  years  ago 
at  Albany,  N.  Y-  when  considerable  inflammation  was  excited.  He 
now  passes  urine  with  the  utmost  difScnlty  and  pain,  in  a  small  drib- 
bling stream.  Blood  follows  almost  every  attempt  to  introduce  the 
bougie,  which  however  was  daily  passed  in  the  usual  manner  down 
to  the  strictured  portion,  with  the  view  of  gradually  enlarging  if. 
The  patient  however  soon  became  dissatisfied  with  this  treatment, 
and  earnestly  requested  some  operation  for  his  relief. ' 

About  this  period  Mr  Edwakd  R.  Chew  (one  of  the  house  stu- 
dents of  the  Almshouse)  presented  to  me  for  examination  a  most 
ingeniously  contrived  instrument  for  cutting  a  passage  through  the 
curved  portions  of  the  urethra.  I  resolved  to  try  thb  instrumetit  in 
the  present  case ;  but  1  was  soon  satisfied  that  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  pass  the  wire  probe  into  the  bladder  whilst  it  remained  in  the 
canal  of  the  stiletle ;  it  was  therefore  withdrawn  from  the  catheter, 
and  on  the  first  effort  was  separately  passed  into  the  bladder:  its 
dbtal  extremity  was  then  put  through  the  instrument  in  a  retrograde 
direction.  The  silver  canula  with  its  slilette  was  next  introduced 
down  to  the  stricture,  and  using  the  wire  probe  ns  a  director,  the 
stiletle  was  now  forced  into  the  bladder  with  the  greatest  safety,  and 
so  far  as  the  instrument  was  concerned  with  complete  success  ;  Sot 
immediately  after  the  instrument  was  withdrawn,  a  catheter  of  or- 
dinary size  was  introduced  into  the  bladder. 

The  final  success  of  this  operation  could  not  be  ascertained  in 
the  present  instance,  as  the  patient  died  in  tbrco  or  four  days  after 
the  instrument  had  been  used,  of  a  constitutional  disease  heightened 
by  the  local  irritation. 

On  dissecting  the  urinary  passages  afler  death,  the  stricture  was 
found  to  be  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  commencing  in 
the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  and  continuing  to  some  ex- 
tent through  the  prostate  gland.  Three  false  passages  were  ob- 
served in  the  membranous  portion  of  ihe  canal ;  one  of  which,  open- 
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ing  immediately  anterior  to  the  prostate  gland,  communicated  with 
a  sac  about  the  size  of  a  small  walnut;  this  cavity  contained  pus 
and  grumous  blood.  All  these  false  passages  presented  unequivo- 
cal marks  of  chronic  derangement.  The  parts  have  been  preserved 
in  spirits. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  very  little  hesitation  in  recommending  the 
instrument  to  surgeons,  as  one  of  considerable  value,  and  worthy  of 
further  trial.  Indeed,  with  the  advantages  such  an  instrument  af- 
fords, the  necessity  of  puncturing  the  bladder,  in  cases  of  chronic 
obstructions,  must  be  comparatively  rare.  Some  surgeons  of  great 
eminence  have  objected  to  cutting  strictures  on  account  of  the  lia- 
bility of  the  cicatrix  to  contract, — an  objection  which  I  conceive 
applies  equally  to  the  more  tedious  operation  of  caustic,  and  one 
from  which  the  use  of  bougies  is  by  no  means  altogether  exempt. 


By  publishing  the  above  description  of  a  urethro-tome,  we  would 
not  be  understood  as  deciding  the  question  whether  such  instruments 
should  ever  be  used.  Some  of  our  distinguished  practical  surgeons 
object  to  them  under  any  circumstances ;  if  the  wire  can  be  insert- 
ed, they  say,  dilatation  can  be  effected  by  bougies ;  if  the  stricture 
be  actually  imperforate,  an  incision  from  without  they  regard  as 
more  safe  for  the  patient,  and  less  difficult  for  the  operator.  Whe- 
ther however  such  external  incisions,  comparatively  extensive  and 
tedious  as  they  must  be,  would  not  be  more  painful  at  the  time,  and 
the  source  of  more  permanent  irritation  than  the  division  by  the 
urethro-tome,  is  a  question  worthy  of  practical  investigation,  and 
which  experience  must  decide.  As  however  urethro-tomes  are  em- 
ployed in  this  country,  in  France,  Germany  and  England, — as 
some  of  our  leading  surgeons  are  partial  to  their  judicious  employ- 
ment since  their  revived  use  by  our  distinguished  countryman,  Dr 
Physick,  in  the  year  1795,  we  would  recommend  the  ingenious  mo- 
dification above  proposed  by  Mr  Chew,  as  lessening  the  dangers  of 
the  operation  in  all  those  cases  to  which  it  is  applicable,  and  we 
think  that  the  case  of  Dr  Hablan  manifested  its  superiority. — ED. 


AsncLE  XV. — Chemical  MtampuUtHam;  hemg  HttmcdfrnM  U 
SiudenU  im  ChemUirp  om  the  Methods  rf  petfarmmg  Experi- 
memU  €^  Deaumstraiiam  or  of  Reeeareh  toUh  accuracy  amd  erne- 
cesM.  By  Michael  Faraday,  F.R.S.  F.G.S.  M.K.1.  6lc,  6lc. 
6lc.    London,  1827. 

Biany  ciicimistances  indicate  the  i^pproach  of  chemistiy  to  the 
rank  of  a  well  founded  science.  The  last  of  the  sciences  in  the 
order  of  time,  its  advances  to  maturity  have  been  of  unexampled 
im|Hdity.  It  is  hut  a  very  few  years  since  we  were  astounded  hf 
the  extent  and  the  magnitude  of  its  discoveries.  The  career  of 
this  science,  after  the  detection  of  carbonic  acid  by  Dr  Black  of 
Edinburgh,  was  more  like  the  brilliaDt  pageant  of  a  vision  than  the 
ordinary  sober  march  of  scientific  truth.  The  vital  part  of  the  at- 
mosphere, the  combustible  constituent  of  water,  the  active  portion 
of  nitric  acid,  were  in  rapid  succession  drawn  from  their  hiding 
places,  and  displayed  in  simple  nakedness  before  the  eye  of  philoso- 
phy. Then  came  the  curious  bases  of  earth  and  alkali,  and  a  long 
list  of  undecompounded  bodies  entirely  unknown  to  preceding  ages, 
for  they  had  slumbered  under  the  shadows  of  composition. 

Chemistry,  numbering  at  its  outset  but  four  elements,  is  now  able 
to  enumerate  more  than  fifly,  and  the  list  seems  far  from  beiog  com- 
pleted. For  a  few  years  past  the  march  of  discovery  has  been  less 
rapid  and  magnificent,  and  chemists  are  now  engaged  in  ascertain- 
ing correctly  the  present  limits  of  their  science.  The  facts  brought 
to  light  in  such  distracting  variety  and  rapidity  are  now  sustaining 
a  more  cautious  and  a  closer  investigation ;  and  there  is  in  progress 
a  gradual  correction  of  the  errors  into  which  discoverers  fell  in  the 
haste  and  ttimult  of  a  hurrying  progression.     Thompson's  Fii-st 
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Principles^  Dalton's  Atomic  Infestigations,  and  the  extensive  and 
accurate  analyses  of  Bssziuvs  ha?e  done  much  to  aacertain  our 
knowledge,  and  to  point  out  the  kndmarks  of  chemiBtry.  There 
was  wanting  a  good  manual  to  direct  us  in  the  path  of  accurate  in- 
vestigation, and  to  point  out  the  sources  of  Macy  which  so  often 
arise  from  defective  apparatus  and  ill  conducted  manipulation.  The 
ahle  and  practised  chemist  may  be  benefited  by  such  a  work,  but 
to  the  tyro  in  experimental  investigations  it  is  all  important  to  be 
spared  the  disappointment  which  is  sure,  without  such  a  guide,  to 
attend  his  initial  processes.  To  the  latter  the  able  treatise  of  Mr 
Fakadat  is  of  great  value,  for  it  contains  the  knowledge  which  is 
essential  to  a  judicious  and  successful  entrance  on  the  pursuit  of 
practical  chemistry,  and  which  was  not,  tmtil  now,  embodied  in  any 
single  work,  and  much  of  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
work.  His  object  ^^  is  to  facilitate  to  the  young  chemist  the  ac- 
quirement of  manipulation,  and  by  consequence  his  progress  in 
tiie  science  itself.'* 


M' 


The  volume  indeed  is  not  intended  to  supply  the  pliee  of,  or  imitate  in  its  na- 
ture, iny  one  of  the  numerous  and  useful  works  on  chemistry  now  estsnt,  but  to 
be  nther  tn  accompaniment  to  all  of  them,  supplying  that  portion  of  knowiedge 
which,  however  essential  to  the  learner,  was  not  of  a  nature  to  consort  with  their 
more  scientific  contents.    In  the  pursuit  of  this  object  it  is  intended  to  describe— 

*<  The  conveniences  and  requisites  of  a  laboratory  : 

"  Chemical  apparatus  and  its  uses : 

'*  The  methods  of  performing  chemical  operations : 

*'  The  fiicflities  acquired  by  practice :    And 

**  The  causes  which  make  experiments  ftil  or  succeed." 


Although  Mr  F.'s  directions  for  the  filling  up  of  a  laboratory  are 
good,  there  is  much  stated  which  is  to  be  found  in  other  books,  and 
nothing  particularly  worthy  of  notice  in  a  cursory  review. 

In  the  second  section,  devoted  to  the  subject  of  balances  and 
weighing,  there  is  an  almost  painful  degree  of  minuteness,  which  is 
attributable  to  the  importance — the  great  importance  of  this  pro- 
cess in  analytic  investigations,  which  are  often  made  on  very  small 
quantities  of  matter.  In  this  section  there  is  not  much  that  is  original, 
and  but  little  that  would  not  be  suggeetod  by  the  conmion  sense  of 
every  experimenter.  Among  the  minutia;  wp  observe  that  hot  sub- 
stances create  currents  in  the  air ;  that  when  paper  is  used  to  place 
powders  on,  it  should  be  hot  pressed  and  cut,  not  torn  ;  that  weights 
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exceeding  a  grain  aliould  not  be  placed  in  a  scale  unlit  supporter  ~ 
against  its  impulse ;  that  liquids  arc  to  be  removed  in  small  quanti' 
ties  by  bibulous  paper ;  that  some  very  deliquescent  or  vaporizable 
bodies  may  be  cnsij;  weighed  by  adding  them  to  a  known  weight  of 
water,  &c.  i  that  currents  in  water  alTect  erroneously  the  estimates 
of  specific  gravity  as  do  alBo  imperceptible  bubbles  of  air,  especiallj 
in  water  lately  relieved  from  pressure,  as  happens  when  drawn  from 
the  bottom  of  deep  water. 

The  third  section  treats  of  measures,  and  is  occupied  chiefly 
by  descriptions  of  the  modes  of  farming  graduated  glass  vessels  &nd 
tubes,  which  he  effects  by  means  of  mercury  accurately  weighed. 
Dr  Hare's  excellent  mode  of  measuring  liquids  and  gases,  by  means 
of  a  graduated  metallic  wire  of  uniform  diameter,  passing  through 
an  air  tight  collar  into  a  circumscribed  cavity,  is  very  cursorily  no- 
ticed. We  who  have  used  this  instrument  believe  it  to  be  superior 
to  every  other  for  the  purpose  intended. 

Section  fourth  is  devoted  to  the  subject  of  heat.  "  The  sources 
and  management  of  heat"  arc  deemed,  very  properly,  of  so  much 
importance  as  to  swell  this  section  to  an  unusual  size.  Though  very 
minute  and  satisfactory  in  its  details,  there  is  not  in  it  much  that  is 
new  or  which  may  not  be  found  in  other  essays  on  the  same  subject. 
The  part  of  it  devoted  to  tlie  description  and  uses  of  spirit  lamps  af- 
forded us  particular  pleasure,  because  we  have  found  from  experi- 
ence tLe  great  convenience  and  advantage  of  these  neat  and  ma- 
nageable instruments.  In  conducting  the  experiments  of  a  coui^e 
of  chemistry  during  summer,  we  have  actually  found  it  economical 
to  substitute  them  for  even  charcoal  fires,  wherever  the  heat  they 
afford  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  At  pages  104  and  305  are  cuts 
representing  lamps  for  alcohol,  varying  in  form  according  to  the 
uses  to  whicJi  applied. 

>'  A  very  powerful  ■n4  uscrul  apiiit  Isinp  is  fonned  by  making  an  apecture  o[ 
0,8  or  0.9  of  an  inch  by  an  inch  and  a  quarter,  (hrough  the  body  of  the  lamp  and 
fixing  in  il  four  burners  upon  Count  Rumfurd's  pHncipte,  each  of  a  length  equal 
to  the  width  of  the  aperture  and  [he  one-eighth  or  ooc.tenlh  of  an  Inch  wide. 
Tbeae  are  to  be  parallel  lo  each  othei  and  at  such  distances  a»  to  have  five  apaees 
or  air  nays.  Thcae  burners  rise  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  above  (he  lamp,  and 
deacen  J  as  low  as  ihe  bottom  of  (he  body,  being  fastened  in  the  aperture  by  thaii 
edges.  Each  burner  is  c1<!sed  beneath,  but  has  a  small  hole  into  Ihe  lamp  as  a 
passage  for  the  alcohol,  thus  forming  »s  ii  were  a  pail  of  the  lamp.  The  lamp  is 
siipporfed  onfeet,"  Re, 

Tlie  object  of  this  arrangement  is  to  permit  the  free  access  <^ai 
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to  the  flame  of  the  burners,  which  are  set  in  the  middle  of  the  hmp 
and  occupy  its  central  aperture.  The  chief  objections  to  this  lamp 
are  the  shape  of  the  flame  and  the  descent  of  the  heat  by  the  bom- 
ers  to  the  alcohol  which  is  thereby  too  rapidly  evaporated  through 
the  v^it  holes.  A  better  lamp  is  formed  of  a  circular  burner,  an  iooh 
in  diameter,  set  in  a  circular  central  aperture  of  an  inch  and  a  half 
diameter,  and  connected  with  the  body  of  the  lamp  solely  by  three 
tubes  which  pass  horizontally  from  the  bottom  of  the  burner  to  the 
bottom  of  the  lamp,  and  afibrd  a  passage  for  the  alcohol  from  the 
lamp  to  the  burner.  By  using  two  or  more  concentric  bumen  so 
diflerent  in  diameter  as  to  leave  air-ways  between  them,  a  very 
large  and  powerful  flame  may  be  obtained.  We  have  thus  a  circa- 
lar  flame,  and  as  the  connection  of  the  burner  with  the  lamp  n  so 
remote  from  the  flame,  no  sensible  degree  of  heat  reaches  the  alco- 
hol in  the  body  of  the  lamp.  Cooper's  lamp  for  heating  tubes,  fig- 
ured in  page  305,  is  too  complex.  Burners  of  the  required  length 
for  such  purposes  may  be  set  in  a  central  aperture  of  a  long  tin 
box,  and  afibrd  equal  heat  with  less  trouble  and  expense.  In  this 
section  we  are  pleased  with  the  simple  and  ingenious  contrivance  to 
render  smokeless  the  jet  of  carburctted  hydrogen.  As  Americans 
too  we  rejoice  to  find  so  able  a  judge  as  Mr  Faraday  awarding 
to  Dr  Hare  the  credit  of  having  originated  the  ^^  oxyhydrogen  blow- 
pipe," an  honour  unquestionably  his,  but  long  disputed  by  certain 
English  philosophers. 

The  important  subject  of  ^^  comminution"  is  treated  minutely  in 
the  fifth  section. 

Section  the  sixth  is  devoted  to  solution,  infusion,  digestion,  &.c. 

**  All  aqueous  solutions  of  solid  bodies  arc  heavier  than  water ;  upon  this  diiler- 
once  is  founded  a  very  convenient  indication  of  solubility,  frequently  useful,  al- 
ways easy.  It  is  to  suspend  a  piece  of  the  substance  in  a  glass  of  clear  undis- 
turbed water ;  if  the  body  be  soluble,  a  descending  current  will  be  seen  to  fill 
from  it.  If  it  fall  rapidly  and  in  dense  strie,  it  will  indicate  rapid  solubility  and 
the  formation  of  a  dense  solution ;  if  it  fall  in  a  very  narrow  stream  it  will  indictt« 
only  moderate  or  slight  solubility ;  and  by  its  descending  rapidly  or  in  a  flow 
broad  stream  or  by  resting  about  the  substance  a  judgment  may  be  made  of  the 
comparative  density  of  the  solution  produced.  If  no  descending  current  appear, 
nor  any  fluid  round  the  substance  of  a  refractive  power  or  colour,  diflerent  from 
that  of  the  water,  then  the  body  mu«t  be  vei^  nearly,  if  not  quite,  insoluble  at 
oommon  temperatures.** 

At  pajre  182  is  represented  a  mode  of  pouring  a  liquid  so  as  to 
avoid  the  loss  of  a  drop,  and  to  conduct  it  to  any  given  point.  This 
Vol.  v.— No.  10,  April  1823.  45 
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is  eflfected  by  applying  tiie  lip  of  the  vessel,  from  which  we  intend  to 
pour,  to  a  wetted  glass  rod  placed  in  a  vertical  or  nearly  vertical 
position.  Along  the  rod  the  liquid  is  conducted  to  any  part  of  any 
vessel  used  as  a  recipient. 

In  the  seventh  section,  devoted  to  ^^  distillation^'  and  ^^  sublimation,'' 
there  is  much  both  to  interest  and  instruct.  We  were  particu- 
larly struck  with  the  various  uses  to  which  caoutchouc,  as  prepared 
by  Hancock,  may  be  applied  as  a  medium  of  connection  between 
the  tubes  of  an  apparatus.  Its  toughness  and  flexibility  render  it  much 
more  convenient  than  any  otlier  substance. 

It  is  singular  that  quicksilver-bottles  should  not  be  recommended 
as  retorts  for  the  production  of  oxygen  and  carbonic  oxide  gases,  as 
they  are  so  much  cheaper  than  those  usually  made  for  that  purpose. 
By  forming  a  screw  on  a  bent  gun  barrel  a  junction  is  made  much 
more  secure  than  that  which  is  formed  by  grinding.  Such  a  tube 
may  be  transferred  to  any  other  iron  bottles  as  the  screw  is  almost 
always  the  same. 

The  subject  of  precipitation  so  very  important  to  the  chemist  is 
treated  of  in  the  eighth  section.  Nothing  unusual  is  there  related, 
except  the  mode  of  agitating  a  solution  by  blowing  through  a  tube 
having  its  lower  end  near  the  bottom  of  the  containing  vessel. 

The  ninth  section  contains  instructions  for  forming  filters,  for  de- 
canting, washing,  &c.  &.c.  The  description  of  the  mode  of  making 
a  paper  filter  is  perhaps  more  obscure  than  any  other  passage  in 
the  book.  Instead  of  tlic  mode  of  performing  hot  fih ration  sugges- 
ted by  our  author,  wc  would  recommend  Dr  Hare's  apparatus  for 
the  same  purpose  or  a  wooden  box  into  which  steam  is  directed  so 
>  as  to  surround  the  funnels  which  pass  through  it. 

In  the  tenth  section  on  crystallization  we  noted  particularly  the 
following : — 

**  A  very  ioteresting  and  in  some  cases  useful  process  is  the  gradual  conversion 
of  several  small  crystals  into  one  large  one.  Dr  Wollastox,  wlio  communi- 
cated it  to  me,  has  permitted  me  to  describe  it  here.  If  a  small  quantity  of  sul- 
phate of  nickel  in  solution  with  a  slight  excess  of  acid  be  evaporated  in  a  watch 
glass,  it  will  probably,  on  cooling,  yield  a  crop  of  numerous  small  crystals ;  but  if 
set  aside  for  a  few  weeks  in  a  place  subject  to  the  changes  of  atmospheric  tem- 
perature, its  appearance  will  grajually  alter,  the  small  crystals  disappearing,  the 
larger  increasing,  until  ultimately  only  one  or  a  few  large  ones  aie  left.  This 
effect  depends  on  the  greater  extent  of  surface  exposed  by  the  small  crystals,  as 
compared  to  their  mass,  than  by  the  larger  crystals ;  so  that  when  any  increase  of 
solvent  power  in  the  surrounding  fluid  is  occasioned  by  a  slight  increase  of  heat  in 
the  atmosphere,  the  small  crystals  are  dissolved  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  others; 
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but  upon  the  decrease  of  temperature,  the  deposition  is  equal  upon  all.    In  thif 
manner  the  small  ones  are  gradually  dissolved,  and  the  large  ones  become  laiger.*' 

In  the  eleventh  section  we  observe  some  curious  suggestions 
relative  to  evaporation  by  exhaustion.  After  mentioning  Leslie's 
mode  by  sulphuric  acid,  the  author  tells  us  of  Mr  Cooper's  mode 
of  removing  an  exhausted  vessel  from  the  plate  of  the  air-pump 
without  letting  in  air,  and  also  describes  another  mode  of  exhaustion 
by  spirits  of  wine  as  practised  by  cuppers.  The  exhaustion  by  a  Tor- 
ricellian vacuum  for  similar  purposes,  stated  in  Dr  Arnott's  last 
work,  is  not  noticed. 

The  twelfth  section  treats  of  coloured  tests.  The  mode  of  pre- 
paring solutions  of  red  cabbage  is  the  common  one.  The  reviewer 
finds  that  red  cabbage  cut  into  small  pieces,  and  dried  tmder  sand  in 
trays,  retains  nearly  the  whole  colouring  matter,  and  may  be  kept  in 
sealed  bottles  for  a  very  long  time. 

In  the  thirteenth  section  on  "  crucibles"  there  is  mentioned  a  very 
curious  fact  alluded  to  elsewhere.  Solids,  continuing  such,  become 
some  of  them  crystalline  and  brittle  even  by  time  without  artificial 
heat,  but  more  rapidly  when  occasionally  heated.  Silver  crucibles 
are  subjected  to  this  change  and  become  very  brittle. 

To  every  student  we  would  recommend  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
instructions  for  lighting  and  sustaining  a  godQ  fire,  for  this  is  one  of 
the  things  least  attended  to,  though  of  great  importance  and  of  dif- 
ficult execution. 

Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  notice  in  the  fifteenth  section  much 
that  is  curious  and  useful  respecting  pneumatic  chemistry.  The 
reader  will  be  surprised  to  find,  in  such  a  work,  no  notice  taken  of 
the  useful  and  simple  self  regulating  gas  reservoirs  of  Gay  Lussac 
and  Dr  IIarc.  He  will  also  look  in  vain,  under  the  head  of  ^^  mea- 
surement of  gases,"  for  the  various  useful  contrivances  of  Dr  Hare 
for  that  purpose,  whilst  he  will  see  a  delineation  of  other  instruments 
much  less  philosophical  and  convenient. 

It  may  not  be  useless  to  state,  that  a  very  good  mercurial  cistern 
may  be  made  of  sheet  iron,  turned  up  and  folded  at  the  edges  so  as 
to  leave  no  aperture^  below  the  upper  edge  of  the  box  thus  formed. 
Paper  boxes  are  sometimes  made  in  that  manner.  To  give  the  box 
strength  it  may  be  imbedded  in  a  wooden  trough  in  resinous  cement. 
By  inserting  a  wooden  mass,  shelves  and  a  well  being  made  in  it,  the 
trough  is  completed. 

To  distend  a  caoutchouc  bag  the  chemist  in  Philadelphia  ties  it  to 
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the  spout  of  a  hydrant  and  turns  on  the  water.     Tliis  answers  as 
well  as  a  forcing  pump  and  gives  less  trouble. 

Dr  Hare,  to  hold  certain  gases,  uses  leather  bags  with  patent 
brass  rivets. 

We  have  now  reached  the  subject  of  ^^  tube  chemistry,"  constitu- 
ting the  most  original  as  well  as  the  most  curious  and  entertaining 
part  of  the  elaborate  volume  of  Faradat. 

By  treating  tubes  with  the  bellows  blow  pipe  a  good  imitation,  on 
a  minute  scale,  may  be  made  of  a  great  variety  oJf  glass  apparatus. 
Thus  may  be  constructed  retorts,  receivers,  impregnating  apparatus, 
&c.  d&c.  A  chemist  of  some  experience  will  read  this  section  with 
suiprize,  and  lament  his  former  ignorance  of  much  that  would  have 
promoted  his  success  in  investigation,  and  saved  him  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  and  expense. 

A  few  hints,  taken  from  this  section,  will  enable  one,  accustomed 
to  devise,  to  conceive  and  execute  the  greater  part  of  the  suggestions 
of  our  author.  Others  must  study  the  author,  for  every  paragraph 
is  instructive. 

A  tube  sealed  at  one  end,  and  bent  at  two  points  equidistant  from 
the  ends  and  from  each  other  so  as  to  give  the  sealed  end  a  down- 
ward and  the  open  end  an  upward  direction,  is  useful  for  solution  of 
bodies  of  difficult  solubihty  where  heat  is  necessary,  because  the  li- 
quid solvent,  being  condensed  in  the  lower  angle  of  the  tube,  may 
be  often  poured  back  on  the  solid.  The  above  process  is  an  exam- 
ple also  of  distillation. 

By  a  greater  number  of  flexures,  a  greater  number  of  points  of 
condensation  may  bo  formed  and  the  liquid,  driven  from  angle  on- 
ward to  angle  by  advancing  the  heat  in  tliat  direction,  is  subjected 
to  successive  rectiflcations. 

"  It  win  be  unnecessary  to  refer  minutely  to  the  capability  of  transferring  back- 
wirdB,  afforded  by  different  inclinations  of  the  parts  of  (tie  tubes.  Thus  the 
more  fixed  and  more  volatile  parts  may  both  be  returned  and  redistilled  without 
mutual  interference."  "  Tubes  are  exceedingly  convenient  for  the  heating  or 
even  igniting  of  numerous  substances  in  the  vapours  of  volatile  bodies  which  are 
either  solid  or  fluid  at  common  temperatures.  If  a  small  piece  of  naphthaline  be 
put  into  a  tube,  closed  at  one  end  and  held  in  an  inclined  position  and  the  bot- 
tom be  heated,  the  napthaline  will  melt,  sublime,  condense  above,  and  descend 
to  the  lower  end  in  a  stream ;  but  as  soon  as  it  reaches  tlie  hot  part  it  will  be  re- 
volatilized  to  be  recondensed  above  and  to  flow  down  as  before." 

Other  solids  and  liquids  may  be  treated  in  a  similar  manner. 

"  It  wiD  be  evident  that  any  fixed  substance,  placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  tube, 
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may,  under  these  circumstancea,  be  heated  to  fedneta  for  a  long  time  in  ttie  ti- 
pour  of  the  volatile  body,  and  thus  the  facility  of  acting  on  metab,  metdBe 
oxides,  &c.  by  such  agents  is  obtained." 

Afler  pointing  out  ingenious  modes  of  drying  precipitates,  evapo- 
rating, &c.  in  tube  apparatus,  Mr  Faraday  describes  what  he  calls 
a  tube-pneumatic  apparatus.  The  forms  and  uses  of  such  may  be 
readily  conceived.  The  advantages  are  obvious  in  operating  on  ex- 
plosive or  expensive  and  rare  substances.  By  bending  a  sealed  tube 
near  its  open  end  so  as  to  give  its  mouth  such  a  direction  as  to  re- 
semble a  hook,  a  good  mercurial  gas-holder  is  constructed,  in  which 
with  a  very  small  portion  of  mercury  we  may  collect  and  examine 
gases. 

At  page  413  is  described  Mr  Ker's  mode  of  bending  tubes 
so  as  to  place,  when  the  angle  looks  downwards,  the  vertex  on 
the  lower  side,  not  immediately  under  the  vertex  on  the  upper 
side,  but  a  little  on  one  side,  nearer  to  the  sealed  end.  By  such 
an  arrangement  any  solid  dropped  into  the  leg  having  the  open  end 
will  slide  down  beyond  the  upper  side  of  the  vertex  into  a  liquid 
which  fills  the  other  leg  and  the  angle,  and  if  a  gas  be  the  result 
of  the  action  produced,  it  will  necessarily  ascend  into  the  sealed 
extremity  and  may  be  there  collected  and  examined.  To  bend  a 
tube  afler  the  manner  described,  it  must  be  held  in  a  direction  ob- 
lique to  tlie  flame,  and  then  bent  so  as  to  make  that  part  of  the  heat- 
ed portion  of  tube  which  is  nearest  the  sealed  end  the  vertex  of  the 
whole  figure. 

By  means  of  a  tube  having  several  angles  in  a  serrated  manner, 
we  may  imitate  Woulpe's  apparatus,  the  lower  angles  representing 
the  bottles,  and  the  upper  angles  the  connecting  tubes.  Gases  passed 
in  at  one  end  will  force  themselves  through  the  liquids,  and  finally, 
if  not  absorbed,  pass  all  the  angles  and  escape  at  the  other  extre- 
mity. 

Every  one  has  heard  Mr  Faraday^s  name  connected  with  the  cu- 
rious subject  of  the  liquefaction  of  gases  by  pressure,  and  if  not 
already  acquainted  with  the  mode  of  obtaining  his  results  wiU  be  sur- 
prised as  well  as  charmed  with  its  neatness  and  simplicity. 

"  A  piece  of  tube  about  eight  inches  long  is  to  be  selected,  and  its  eztra|uty 
scaled  :  then  being  softened  in  the  lamp  at  about  five  inches  from  the  cMed 
end,  it  is  to  be  bent  not  sharply,  but  obtusely  and  roundly,  until  the  two  limbs 
make  an  angle  of  about  180^  or  140^.  Some  eyanuret  of  mercury  is  to  be  pul- 
verized and  dried  in  a  wedgwood  bisin  on  the  sand  bath  or  over  a  lamp  at  tem- 
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pflntncw  wfeidi,  baing  abofv  diBt  of  boObiig  w»ter,  •!«  in^^ 
fh»  fldt,  or  at  kaat  to  eaoM  moeh  change ;  It  may  be  allowed  to  becone  a  little 
brovD,  and  ia  tfaeii  to  be  introduced  into  the  tnbe  until  it  fiDi  tfuee-foordia  of  the 
cioead  Bmb.    Hie  opan  Unib  ia  aftenvaida  to  be  wiped  clean  and  diy,  and  then 
hntod  and  dAwnoffao  aa  to  leaTe  only  a  minnte  apertme.*' 

The  appuratus  m  now  to  be  filled  with  an  atmosphere  of  cyano- 
gen and  sealed  hermetically.  Previously  to  sealing  it  ascertain  the 
enstence  of  a  combustible  jet.  When  cool,  invert  the  syphon-like 
tabCf  and  begin  the  evolution  of  cyanogen  by  means  of  a  spirit  lamp: 
and  cause  its  condensation  by  cold  applications  to  the  other  extre- 
mity. The  best  test  of  a  proper  degree  of  heat  is  the  evdution  of 
a  eery  UtUe  mercury.  The  heat  should  be  confined  as  much  as  poe- 
■flde  to  the  part  holding  cyanuret,  and  the  condensation  should  not 
proceed  so  rapidly  as  to  make  the  moistened  tow  or  paper  attached 
to  the  cooled  eod  sensibly  warm,  or  the  moisture  vitMy  to  evaporate* 
The  cyanuiet  becomes  discoloured,  fluid,  and  finally  solid,  and  thus 
indicates  the  completion  of  the  experiment.  The  liquid  cyanogen 
in  the  shorter  limb  occupies  nearly  half  an  inch  of  its  depth  at  the 
ckise  of  the  operation,  but  disappears  in  a  few  days  in  consequence 
of  the  hygrometric  attractK>n  of  the  black  mass  in  the  opposite  limb. 
A  very  moderate  heat  causes  again  its  evolution. 

Those  gases  which  may  be  evolved  without  heat  are  extricated 
by  placing  the  liquid  in  one  limb  and  the  solid  in  the  other  of  a 
bent  tube,  and  then  closing  it  hermetically.  By  a  proper  degree  of 
inclination  the  liquid  is  thrown  on  the  solid,  and  the  gas  evolved  is  col- 
lected in  a  liquid  state  in  the  emptied  end  by  refrigeration.  Thus 
may  we  obtain  liquid  ammonia,  muriatic  acid,  hydrosulphuric  acid, 
&c.  &c. 

The  mode  of  ascertaining  the  degree  of  pressure  in  such  cases 
is  interesting.  This  knowledge  is  obtained  by  means  of  very  minute 
tubes  graduated,  sealed  at  one  end,  and  holding  air  in  tiie  sealed 
end  and  a  small  column  of  mercury  near  the  mouth.  The  degree 
of  compression  is  measured  by  the  diminution  of  the  length  of  the 
column  of  air  in  the  air  guage,  which  is  placed  wiUiin  tiie  tube  on 
which  the  operator  is  experimenting. 

At  the  close  of  this  section  Mr  Faraday  remarks  that 

"OTie  economy  aod  exceeding  facility  afforded  by  this  kind  of  apparatus  in  si- 
tuations diatant  from  the  usual  sources  of  more  perfect  instruments,  and  its  supe- 
riority tn  some  cases  over  any  other  that  has  yet  been  devised,  are  sufficient  to 
recommend  it  to  full  and  general  attention.* 
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The  section  devoted  to  ^^  electricity"  and  ^*  galvanism,"  though 
full  of  important  matter,  contains  little  not  generally  known.  We 
have  to  regret  the  omission  of  any  allusion  even  to  Dr  Hare's  sli- 
ding rod  eudiometer  in  a  section  a  considerable  part  of  which  is 
occupied  by  the  subject  of  eudiometry.  Decidedly  the  best  instru- 
ment of  its  class,  whether  we  regard  its  convenience  or  its  ac- 
curacy, it  is  little  known  to  the  English  public,  and  would  therefore 
have  appeared  as  a  novelty.  Nor  are  we  less  surprized  at  the  adher- 
ence to  the  electric  spark  for  eudiometric  explosions,  since  the  cah- 
rimotor  of  Hare  depends  not  on  the  state  of  the  weather,  nor  the 
dryness  of  the  eudiometer,  for  Us  efficiency,  but  is  alwayi  easy  of 
application  and  never  disappoints  the  operator.  An  experiment  on 
the  atmosphere  may,  with  this  instrument,  be  completed  in  less  than 
two  minutes,  and  that  too  without  requ'uring  the  wetting  of  more  than 
the  tips  of  the  thumb  and  finger. 

In  this  section  we  observe  the  following  remark  : 

"  When  five  or  ten  minutes  intervene  between  one  experiment  and  another,  it 
is  worth  while  raising  the  plates  of  a  battery  of  ten  or  twelve  troughs  or  lesf 
from  the  cells ;  tliis  affords  the  additional  advantage  of  an  increase  of  action  upon 
their  re-immersion,  due  in  some  way  to  draining  or  exposure  to  air." 

The  mode  of  draining  by  a  revolving  trough  is  too  well  known  to 
American  chemists  to  need  any  comment  here.  The  passage  is 
quoted  to  introduce  an  experiment  devised  by  Dr  Hare,  which 
shews  that  the  recovery  of  power  depends  solely  on  the  presence  of 
oxygen  or  other  electro-negative  substances.  For,  if  we  place  a  vol- 
taic arrangement  in  a  tubular  bell  glass,  and  apply  to  its  tubular 
aperture  a  pipe  and  stop  cock,  and  then  immerse  it  in  an  acidulous 
solution,  the  bell  glass  will  be  filled  with  hydrogen  gas.  No  reco- 
very of  power  ensues  from  repose  in  that  gas,  nor  when  nitrogen 
gas  is  substituted  ;  but  chlorine  or  oxygen  or  common  air  reinvigo- 
rates  the  instrument,  and  in  them  it  returns  to  its  ordinary  efficiency. 
Wc  are  thus  enabled  to  advance  a  step  towards  an  explanation  of 
the  power  obtained  by  the  use  of  acidulous  and  saline  solutions,  in- 
asmucii  as  they  cause  the  readier  extrication  of  oxygen  from  the 
water  of  the  solution. 

The  section  on  lutes  contains  nothing  original.  The  mixture  of 
rye  flour  and  linseed  meal,  so  much  used  by  the  French  chemists  for 
luting  glass,  is  not  noticed. 

A  very  long  and  useful  section  is  devoted  to  the  subject  of  glass 
blowing,  bend'mg,  cutting,  tube  sealing,  &.c.  6i,c,     The  mode  of 
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fixing  wires  in  glass  is  admirably  described,  and  deserves  a  full  quo- 
tation did  our  limits  admit  of  it.  The  file  is  often  nsed  to  act  on 
glass.  Mr  F.  has  omitted  to  mention  that  it  works  much  better 
when  kept  wet.  In  a  subsequent  section  he  advises  the  use  of  wet 
sand  paper  in  cleansing  copper.  The  annealing  of  sealed  and  bent 
tubes,  so  important  for  the  condensation  of  gases,  we  commonly 
perform  on  a  sand  bath,  leaving  them  there  until  the  fire  goes  out. 
Radiant  caloric,  according  to  Dr  Hare,  will  not  break  even  a  very 
thick  glass  tube,  and  therefore  he  bends  or  closes  such  tubes  by 
bringing  them  near  to  a  very  fierce  anthracite  fire.  In  blowing 
glass  bulbs  our  glass  workers  use  gum-elastic  bags,  by  which  more 
force'  is  obtained  and  no  moisture  introduced. 

The  remainder  of  this  able  work  consists  of  rules  for  cleansing ; 
general  rules  for  young  experimenters ;  uses  of  equivalents,  and 
Wollaston's  scale ;  uses  of  miscellaneous  articles ;  magnetism  ;  and 
a  course  of  inductive  and  instructive  practices  for  the  practical  ad- 
vancement of  the  student    In  all  of  these  we  perceive  the  mind  of 
the  master-artist,  one  thoroughly  acquainted  with  both  the  theory 
and  practice  of  his  hermetic  science,  and  discoursing  of  it  as  solici- 
tous for  its  honour  and  anxious  for  its  promotion.     Withal  there  is 
throughout  the  modesty  of  one  who  has  learned  enough  to  be  able 
to  perceive  the  vast  field  of  science  yet  before  him,  and  to  set  the 
less  value  on  what  has  been  done,  by  knowing  how  much  yet  re- 
mains to  be  done.     With  more  pretension,  the  volume  before  us 
might  have  encountered  censure  for  several  faults  of  composition, 
and  for  some  defects  of  arrangement  and  combination.    But  such 
faults  are  not  numerous  nor  offensive,  and  must  be  pardoned  in  a 
work  abounding  in  excellence  and  full  of  usefulness.     Wc  felt  also, 
as  Americans,  disposed  at  the  outset  to  complain  of  the  John-Bull- 
ism  of  Mr  Faraday,  relative  to  ourselves  and  the  chemists  of  con- 
tinental Europe ;  but  as  lie  is  in  this  regard  much  more  liberal  tlmn 
the  groat  body  of  his  scientific  countrymen,  we  arc  willing  to  attri- 
bute the  prejudice  under  which  he  still  labours  to  that  blemish  of 
our  common  nature  which,  while  it  wont 

"  The  giftie  gio  us. 
To  see  ourscis  as  ithers  see  us/* 

by  a  parity  of  delusion,  denies  us  the  power  to  value  aright  the 
quolities  of  strangers  and  aliens. 
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Article  XVI. —  Traitt  de  la  Maladie  Scropkuleuse^  ^c.     Par  C. 

G.  Hufeland. 

(Concluded  from  p.  126.) 

Our  readers  will  find  by  reference  to  the  preceding  number  of 
this  Journal,  that  our  review  stopped  at  chapter  third,  in  which  the 
learned  and  accomplished  Hufeland  proposes  the  doctrine,  that 
scrofula  has  its  primitive  seat  in  the  solids,  and  that  it  consists  in  the 
two-fold  condition  of  debility  and  a  conjoined  state  of  irritation  of 
the  lymphatic  tissues,  together  witli  a  peculiar  alteration  of  the 
lymph  itself.  We  offered,  formerly,  some  remarks  on  his  idea  of 
debility  and  irritation,  and  shall  take  up  the  volume  in  this  place 
with  his  remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  lymph  in  scrofula. 

M.  Hufeland  remarks,  tliat  much  error  on  the  subject  of  this 
affection  has  arisen  from  the  circumstance,  that  we  have  been  here- 
tofore unwilling  to  look  for  the  occasional  causes,  except  in  the 
solids  themselves,  and  have  thus  made  no  account  of  the  fluids, 
whose  influence  must,  nevertheless,  be  regarded  as  immense  in  some 
cases ;  for  no  just  view  can  be  taken  of  any  system  of  organs, 
without  attending  to  the  reciprocal  actions  of  the  solids  on  the  fluids, 
and  of  the  fluids  on  the  solids.  Now,  if  this  rule  is  of  general  ap- 
plication, we  ought,  a  priori,  to  conform  to  it  in  our  study  of  a  system, 
which  draws  the  largest  proportion  of  its  materials  from  the  diges- 
tive tube,  and  from  the  exterior  of  the  body ;  for  these  materials 
arc  iar  from  having  undergone  that  degree  of  elaboration  which 
renders  tlicm  fit  for  being  identified  with  the  living  tissues.  These 
fluids  are  the  elements  of  the  solids;  the  natural  stimulants,  without 
the  application  of  which  the  irritability  of  the  vessels  could  never 
be  excited  into  action.  The  fluids  are,  therefore,  the  mobUca  of  the 
functions,  each  one  modified  by  its  peculiar  nature.  We  arc  bound 
to  take  into  every  pathological  consideration,  or  proposition,  not 
only  the  mass,  but  the  quality  of  the  fluids.  If,  says  the  autlior, 
the  fluids  exert  so  great  an  influence  ontlie  organs,  nec^d  we  be  sur- 
prised at  tlie  changes  of  the  lympliatic  system  effected  by  the  lymi>h  ? 

In  the  modifications  which  the  lymph  undergoes,  it  may  become 
too  thick  and  viscous ;  too  thin  and  watery  ;  too  irritating  on  ac- 
count of  a  superabundance  c»f  acid,  saluie,  or  alkaline  principles  ; 
nil  of  which  may  depend  on  the  quality  of  the  ingf?sta,  the  rotate 
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of  the  digestive,  cutaneous  and  pulmonary  organs,  the  qualities  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  state  of  the  secretions,  &c.  &c.  and  finally — 

*'  That  afibetkn  of  the  lymphatic  ■y«t«B  Uuit  conititotef  the  •crofiilout  dis- 
.SMe»  tlten  the  quality  i^  the  lymph  (thb  ia  what  ia  deiiomfaiated  oeHsMny  of 
dw  lymph,  McnfiAmu  vinca)".  W.  . 

Dr  Hufbland's  fourth  chapter  treats  of  the  ^^  fbrmatibn  of  the 
lerofulotts  acrimony^'* 

*«  If,"  aaya  he,  ■' It  be  tniet  aa  them  ia  so  raaaon  to  doabt,  tiiat  aU  tb^  floUe 
of  the  human  body  are- ap^ifie  atimuli,  tet  ia  to  aay,  if  they  poweaa  the  fiMollj 
'  -sf  producing  an  imprearion  ratefwe  to  the  aenalbility  of  the  veaada  which  con- 
tain them,  it  will  dbubtlen  be  admittad,  that  4hia  frcoHy  may  either  be  increaaed 
or  dlndniahed.  Ita  incieaae  'tfaea  la  what  I  call  oerwuofiy.  In  other  worda» 
wfaanever  any  fluid  ia  more  atimnlaling  titen  it  ahould  natuially  be,,  then  evlsca 
anaerimony  of  that  JEbid  (aenmomM^  difi^rama  oerja). 

**  Hence  itlbllowi,  that  there  ia  no  abaolute  acrimony ;  ereiy  tfiing  dependa  on 
'tte  relation  that  eil^  between  the  aenalbility  of  the  aollda  and  the  impreaaloQ 
made  by  the  flblda.  Tliua,  whatla  aeiimooy  to  one  peraon  la  not  ao  to'  another, 
sad,  eren'te  the  aame  indtfldnal*  aueh  an  humour  la  Irritating  to  thia  ofgan* 
and  not  at  an  ao  to  that  a  pbenoiaanon  which  baa  Ita  analogue  In  flm  actton  ef 
tartar  emetie,  ao  atinndating  to  thr  alomadi,  while  .It  ia  not  at  all  ao  to  the 
tongue."  07.  < 

Such  is  his  view  of  acrimony;  a  view  so  plainly  deduced  fipom 
flusts  and-  ohserratitHis,  that  the  most  ultra  solidist  of  the  age  can- 
not refuse  to  admit,  at  least,  that  it  is  philosophical.  It  may  be  said, 
that  this  reasoning  is  mere  assertion  ;  but  if  medicine  is  a  body  of 
doctrines,  as  contra-distinguished  from  what  has  been^more  rigor- 
ously called  science,  Dr  HtTFBLANn's  hurooralism,  so  logically  in- 
ferred from  all  the  foregoing,  is  entitled  to  the  praise  of  being,  at 
least,  good  doctrine.  Pathology  is  not  science  ;  it  is  only  doctrine. 
He  is  the  greatest  dogmatist  who  presses  his  proposition  in  the  very 
teeth  of  reason  and  argument. 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  follow  the  learned  author  in  his 
disquisition  on  the  nature  of  the  scrofulous  acrimony.  We  can  only 
sum  up  the  several  heads  of  its  ^^ effects:''  and  1.  It  irritates  the 
lymphatic,  nervous  and  vascular  system.  2.  The  lymph  acquires  a 
tendency  to  viscosity,  or  to  thickening.  3.  It  loses  its  nutritive 
qualities.  4.  It  acquires  a  tendency  to  acidity.  5.  At  its  greatest 
intensity  it  is  associated  with  a  putrid  condition.  And  6.  At  this  pe- 
riod, the  scrofulous  disease  may  become  contagious.  It  must  be 
understood,  however,  that  the  author  only  considers  the  affection 
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as  capable  of  becoming  contagious  in  this,  its  most  exquisite  forpi. 
The  opinion  of  its  contagiousness  is  supported  in  a  foot  note  of  the 
French  translation,  by  adducing,  as  authority,  Pujol,  Lalouette, 
BoRDEU  and  Baumes,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  numerous  experi- 
ments are  cited  of  inoculations  with  tlie  virus  which  produced 
no  specific  result — experiments  which  ought  to  be  considered  as  de- 
cisive of  the  question,  even  if  the  question  had  required  the  aid  of 
such  experiments,  which  is  doubtful. 

The  second  section  of  the  work  is  entitled,  Description  of  the 
Scrofulous  Disease ;  and  for  greater  facility  in  laying  down  the 
diagnostics,  he  divides  it  into  three  stages.  In  the  first  it  is  still 
concealed,  but  tl)e  disposition  to  it  exists.  In  the  second,  it  mani- 
fests itself  by  all  its  characteristic  symptoms.  In  the  third,  it  tends 
to  disorganization.  We  can  spare  only  enough  space  here  to  say, 
that  setting  out  with  the  first  division,  he  enumerates  successively, 
with  a  greater  or  lesser  number  of  remarks  on  each  head,  the  fea- 
tures of  the  malady  under  the  heads  of  diathesis ;  causes  ;  external 
fiicies  of  the  individual;  irregular  development  of  the  organs;  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  complaints  even  commonly  tliought  insignificant,  but 
which  are  connected  with  the  strumous  diathesis ;  change  of  the 
digestive  forces ;  and  lastly,  scrofulous  fever.  Of  the  last  mention- 
ed, he  says,  he  is  convinced  that  most  of  the  fevers  of  children, 
denominated  gastric,  slow,  mesenteric,  and  fever  of  dentition,  are 
only  precursory  symptoms  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  or  the  cer- 
tain signs  gf  its  presence,  even  though  all  its  peculiar  symptoms 
should  be  as  yet  not  present.  He  proposes,  therefore,  to  call  it 
scrofulous  fever.  We  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  transfer  his  de- 
scription of  this  fever  to  our  pages,  because  it  cannot  be  conden- 
sed, and  the  whole  account  is  too  long. 

The  symptoms  of  the  scrofulous  disease  in  the  second  degree  are 
described  in  a  masterly  manner.  In  this  stage  the  vital  forces  are 
not  alone  affected,  but  there  are  lesions  of  the  organs  as  well  as 
functional  derangements. 

1.  The  first  and  most  common  symptom  is  swelling  of  the  glands, 
particularly  those  of  the  neck — they  arc  moveable,  elastic,  colour- 
less and  not  painful.  They  gradually  l)ccome  immoveable ;  many 
glands  being  involved  a  considerable  tumour  is  formed  ;  and  lastly, 
the  lymphatics  leading  to  them  partake  of  the  diseased  condition,  and 
can  be  felt  hard  and  cord  like. 

The  peculiar  rharactcr  of  tiicse  scrofulous  tumours,  and  that 
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wUcb  with  a  httle  ezpenence  serves  to  distioguish  them  iirom  all 
others,  is  a  certain  degree  of  elasticity  fiiiniliarly  known  to  prac^ 
titioiiers,  but  not  capaUeof  being  described.  He  also  observes,  that 
akbough  these  tmnoors  may  ranain  in  an  indoloit  state  for  several 
jsais,  yet  in  their  oommenceoMnt  theiresEiffeiiiasisTery  taeoiistaaf; 
thd|y  aiqpear  and  Asappear  by  tmms. 

AathescrofabaslnagincrBaseSi  the  ghndahurtnmoois grow  harder 
and  less  moveable,  they  become  red,  and  a  deep  seated  pain  k  fidi 
m  the  interior  of  the  gland,  sopporatioo  is  establiriied,  the  pvodoct 
of  wUcfa  diflm,  as  is  wdl  •known,  from  that  of  the  i^ilegmonoiiB  in- 
flsinnuitioo.  We  shall  not  fidlow  our  anthor  in  his  accoont  ci  the 
pomlent  dischsrges inthese  eases. 

t.  CntaneooserdptiQns  of  varioos  kinds,  particularly  on  theliead. 
Tbsse  he  regards  as  in  some  raeasore  critical,  serving  as  it  were  to 
oonduct  or  tead  the  disease  from  the  interior  to  the  eztericv  surfiicb 
of  the  body. 

•  3.  TnAsmmstiops  of  oigans  that  contain  many  glands, — as  <^- 
tkahnioa;  that  essentially lodatad  in  the  frauds  of  Meibomius, called 
serofidoiis  i^phthalmia;  hcndeolnm  and  fistula  lachrymaUs,  alsoel^ 
Acts  of  the  strumons. constitution;  and  ulceration  df  the  free  edge 
of  die  tarsus,  which  is  so  charactenstic  of  this  habit,  that  it  may  be 
confidently  asserted  to  exist  in  those  children  who  labour  under  this 
sort  of  inflammation. 

4.  Mucous  discharges^ — as  blenorrhea  oculorum  et  aurium. 

5.  Tension  and  hardness  of  the  abdomen.  ^ 

6.  Scrofulous  ulcers. 

7.  Lymphatic  tumours.    And 

8.  Goitre. 

These  all  iare  marks  of  the  scrofulous  disease,  and  with  them  termi- 
nates his  account  of  the  second  stage  or  degree.  We  must  omit  any 
notice  of  what  he  has  observed  on  the  third  stage,  or  disorganizing 
degree,  in  order  to  take  up  our  analysis  at  p.  1 1 9,  where  he  treats  of 
the  progress  and  prdgnosis  of  the  scrofulous  disease. 

**  Of  an  the  infirmities  that  afflict  the  human  species,  this  is  certainly  one  oi 
the  most  protracted  (wi  des  plus  lentet)  and  difficult  to  cure.  It  belongs  to  the 
class  of  constitutional  diseases — those  diseases  which  are  so  identified  with  the 
constitution,  that  it  must  be  wholly  regenerated  in  order  to  destroy  its  native 
taint. 

«  Nature  is  more  capable  than  art  of  effecting  this  grand  revolution.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  see  the  strumous  habit  lose  gradually  some  of  its  intenseness,  and 
then  be  entirely  effiiced  by  the  hifluence  of  age.    It  is  in  tiiis  way  that  tiic  natu- 
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lal  changes  effected  io  the  human  organization  by  the  advance  in  years  causes 
the  scrofulous  vice  to  appear  and  disappear  by  turns. 

"  Viewed  within  its  ordinary  limits  and  in  its  primitive  seat,  scrofula  is  a  dis- 
ease  of  childhood,  and  one  of  the  commonest  diseases  of  that  period  of  exist- 
once.  It  often  comes  on  in  the  first  year  of  age,  and  eren  earlier — an  incontes* 
table  proof  that  it  is  hereditary.  Commonly  it  affects  the  mesentery  in  children 
two  years  old,  and  attacks  the  lungs  at  puberty.  It  very  frequently  appears 
too  in  the  course  of  the  third  or  fourth  year,  sometimes  even  in  the  seventh,  ex- 
amples of  which  I  have  witnessed ;  but  it  is  very  rare  to  see  its  first  attack  made 
at  the  age  of  puberty. 

<*The  scrofulous  disease  conmionly  disappears  before  the  seventh  year;  in 
some  cases,  however,  it  persists  until  the  age  of  puberty  and  then  vanishes  en- 
tirely. Nevertheless,  on  some  occasions,  it  strikes  root  so  deeply  that  it  accom- 
panies the  individual  to  the  grave,  always  assuming  during  its  progress  some  new 
form. 

'*  But,  the  march  of  this  affection  is  not  always  steady.  On  the  contrary,  in- 
termissions are  very  frequent ;  they  last  sometimes  for  several  years,  so  that  the 
patient  believes  himself  cured,  when  suddenly  the  disease  returns  either  under 
its  old  or  some  new  aspect.  It  has  been  known  to  recur,  invested  with  all  its 
peculiar  characters,  in  women  arrived  at  their  climacteric, — that  is  to  say,  after  hav- 
ing been  suspended  during  twenty  years  of  the  prime  of  life  and  sexual  vigour. 
At  this  epoch  scirrhus  and  cancer,  tubercular  phthisis  and  mesenteric  tabes,  are 
not,  as  might  be  supposed,  accidental  afiections,  but  the  tardy  results  of  the  scro- 
fulous diathesis  which  seems  to  arise  as  if  from  a  long  repose. 

"  It  is  proper  here  to  recollect  the  division  which  was  made  of  scrofula,  ac- 
cording as  it  was  determined  to  the  interior  or  exterior  organs  of  the  body.  In 
some  cases,  and  principally  at  the  commencement,  it  possesses  a  manifest  ten- 
dency towards  the  periphery  of  the  body  ;  witness  the  glandular  engorgements, 
the  cutaneous  diseases,  the  ulcers,  ophthalmias,  &c.  &c.  As  long  as  these  symp- 
toms last,  the  internal  functions  are  freely  exercised ;  but  if  they  disappear,  either 
spontaneously  or  in  consequence  of  inconsiderate  applications,  while  the  scrofu- 
lous diathesis  still  exists,  those  organs  which  are  placed  in  the  interior  of  the  body 
become  affected  in  turn,  and  then  we  have  tuberculous  consumption,  marasmus, 
hydrocephalus,  ascites,  nervous  diseases,  &c.  On  the  other  hand,  all  these  af- 
fections vanish  on  the  sole  ground  of  the  reappearance  of  the  external  sjrmptoms. 
On  this  reciprocal  succession  of  exterior  and  interior  effects  of  the  scrofulous  dis- 
ease, is  based  one  of  the  most  essential  principles  of  its  treatment.  Such  also  is 
the  foundation  of  this  common  and  well  known  truth,  of  which  my  practice  has 
furnished  a  thousand  proofs,  viz.  that  those  children  who  have  early  had  tinea, 
crusta  lactea,  or  other  analogous  affections,  are  commonly  exempt  from  the  inter- 
nal ravages  of  the  scrofulous  vice,  and  subsequently  enjoy  a  good  state  oi 
health." 

Section  third  commences  at  p.  124.     It  consists  of  an  account 
of  the  treatment,  which  must  rest  on  tlie  following  indications. 

1 .  To  take  away  the  causes  of  the  scrofulous  diatlicsis. 

2.  To  remove  acids  and  saburra  in  the  prima:  vi<'€,  by  keeping  (he 
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bowels  oi>en,  and  then  prepare  the  way  for  the  antiscrofulous  reme- 
dies, by  absorbents,  resolvents,  anthelmintics,  &c. 

3.  To  raise  the  tone  of  the  constitution,  and  especially  that  of  the 
lymphatics.  In  fulfilling  this  indication,  it  must  never  be  forgotten, 
that  the  resources  of  hygieine  are  not  inferior  to  those  of  phar- 
macy. Good  diet  and  wholesome  air  are  not  less  useful  than  bitters 
and  astringents. 

4.  To  regulate  and  calm  the  functions  of  the  lymphatic  system, 
by  diminishing  the  irritation  by  which  it  suffers.  The  means  here 
consist  of  revulsives,  warm  baths,  antimonials,  mercurials,  cicuta, 
dulcamara,  belladonna,  opium,  baryta,  lime  and  guaiacum,  also 
the  tonics. 

5.  To  furnish  good  aliments,  rich  in  nutritive  principles,  a  pure 
dry  air,  light,  and  sunshine. 

6.  To  correct  the  immediate  effects  of  the  scrofulous  vice,  such 
as  engorgements  of  the  glands,  acrimony  of  the  lymph,  &c. 

Dr  HvFELAND  directs  us,  afler  having  removed  the  patient  from 
the  reach  of  the  morbific  causes,  and  having  prepared  in  a  proper 
manner  tlie  prima  vUb^  to  proceed  to  the  curative  means.  These 
are  the  antiscrofulous  remedies  more  properly  so  caUed,  as  they 
exert  a  special  power  on  the  lymphatic  system,  as  well  as  on  the 
lymph  itself:  he  names  among  these,  mercury,  antimony,  and  the  re- 
solvent plants,  such  as  tussilago  (colts-foot),  beccabunga  (brooklime), 
and  taraxacum  (dandelion).  Care  should  be  taken  to  add,  on  proper 
occasions,  some  stimulants  of  the  digestive  tube,  in  order  more 
surely  to  obtain  the  good  cfTccts  of  the  medicines. 

When  by  these  means  wc  have  obtained  a  resolution  of  the  glan- 
dular tumours,  cicatrized  the  ulcers,  and  removed  or  decidedly 
diminished  the  symptoms  of  scrofulous  inflammation,  we  are  to  pass 
on  to  the  employment  of  tonics.  The  only  one  to  which  we  can 
recur  at  an  early  period  is  the  acorn  coffee,  of  which  more  will 
be  said  hereafler. 

Great  attention  should  be  given  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  irri- 
tation, whether  general  or  local ;  and  antiphlogistic  methods  must 
be  employed  in  combating  it  if  it  exists.  It  is  oflen  necessary  (as 
in  the  more  violent  ophthalmias)  to  order  local  bleedings — here  tonic 
medicines  would  do  great  mischief  These  cases  are  not,  liowevcr, 
frequent ;  for  in  the  large  majority  a  condition  of  such  decided  de- 
bility exists,  that  we  may  safely  prescribe  corroborants  from  the 
commencement,  especially  in  rachitism,  where  martial  are  not  less 
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efficacious   than  mercurial  preparations  in  other  forms  of  scro- 
fula. 

Dr  HuFEULND  candidly  avows,  that  in  those  cases  whose  roots 
are  struck  deep  into  the  constitution,  we  can  expect  a  radical  cure 
from  time  alone.  The  disappearance  of  a  gland  or  a  cutaneous 
eruption,  pronounced  a  cure,  is  not  a  cure ;  the  principles  of  the 
disease  still  exist,  and  sooner  or  later  it  will  manifest  itself  by 
symptoms  not  to  be  misunderstood.  To  prevent  this  return,  refer- 
ence must  occasionally  be  had  to  the  preparations  of  mercury  and 
antimony,  until  the  symptoms  are  utterly  or  nearly  extinct.  In  the 
interval  tonics,  combined  with  resolvents,  must  be  exhibited  :  and 
if  every  thing  proceeds  favourably,  suspend  the  use  of  medicines 
for  a  month ;  nevertheless,  the  dietetic  rules,  the  baths,  and  acorn 
coffee,  are  always  indicated.  Proceeding  in  this  manner,  we  may 
hope  to  destroy  the  scrofulous  diathesis  in  about  one  year. 

Dr  H.  next  proceeds  to  inculcate,  at  considerable  length,  the  im- 
portance of  keeping  always  in  view  the  tendency  of  exterior  scro- 
fula to  retreat  to  the  interior  organs,  and,  with  that  view,  he  urges 
the  propriety  of  exciting  and  keeping  at  the  surface  several  of  those 
forms  of  disease  which  in  some  instances  are  real  critical  ifforts^ 
capable  of  judging  the  scrofulous  disease  fully,  and  completely  ter- 
minating it.  These  general  remarks  on  the  treatment  extend  from 
p.  124  to  p.  137,  and  then  commences  chapter  first  of  section  third. 

The  first  chapter  comprises  rules  and  observations  concerning  the 
dietetic  treatment,  as  aliments,  air,  exercise,  frictions,  cleanliness,  and 
warm  baths.  Of  these  we  will  not  cite  any  more  than  the  above  titles. 

Chapter  second,  p.  150,  is  entitled  Pharmaceutic  Treatment, 
lie  lays  down  cic;ht  rules,  of  which  the  three  first  might  be  fully 
expressed  in  the  following  formula.  1.  Have  patience,  2.  and  na- 
ture will  sometimes  cure  your  patient,  3.  especially  in  the  spring  of 
the  year.  4.  The  fourth  us,  do  not  be  deceived  by  the  suppression  of 
scrofulous  tumours.  They  are  symptoms  only  of  a  general  affec- 
tion, wherefore  do  not  rely  on  topicals  alone.  5.  Do  not  believe  in 
any  specific  against  scrofula  ;  it  is  a  disease  of  the  whole  constitu- 
tion and  recognizes  many  causes,  therefore  there  is  no  specific. 
n.  Pay  great  attention  to  the  complications — get  rid  of  them  first  if 
possible,  and  then  you  have  only  the  principal  disease  to  combat ; 
but,  the  complications  will  oflen  modify  or  prevent  the  effects  of 
your  remedies.  7.  Vary  your  curative  means  from  time  to  time,  to 
avoid  the  inconveniences  which  may  arise  from  habit.     8.  Never 
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inrget  "^t  Ae  lymphatic  system  is  the  primitive  seat  of  the  scrofu- 
knis  diaihesiB,  and  search  carefiiDy  for  idl  the  means  that  are  capa- 
Ue  of  promoting  abeorptioo. 

Next  folk)W}i  the  enuneratiop  of  the  medicines,  which,  are  all 
dilated  on  more  or  lees  folly,  and  the  account  of  which  exlenda 
fioni  p.  156  to  p.  294.  .  Now,  it  is  mani|est  that  we  cannot  give 
*efen  an  abstract  of  obsarfatiolis  made  on  so  many  pages,  and 
Ae  more  particidariy  as  his  remarin  are  ingeneral  characterized  by 
briefness  and  conciseness.  We  will  present  our  readers,  however, 
Hith  «  catalogne  of  the  heads  he  treats  <tf,  formally.  They  are, 
emetic^  purgatives  and  digestives,  antimony,  mercury^  muriate  of 
baiyla,  nrariate'of  lime,  cinchona,  and  ot&er  astringent  tonics, 
acorn  coflfoe,  iron  and  its  prqNuations,  aromatic  and  stimulating 
Ionics,  nancotics,  acuta,  ofnum,  henbane,  beUadonna,  bitter- 
sweet, digitalis,  assafostida,  burnt  sponge,  alkalies,  absorbents, 
Bme  water,  qoap,  guaiacum,  eolts-foot,  juices  of  plants,  heriiB, 
bitter  eaitracts,  and  iniyisBated  juices  of  herbs,  mineral  and  sea 
waters,  injections,  excutories,  baths.  Then  come  topical  means, 
andlocal  treatment  of  the  symptoms.    . 

We  will  now  proceed  to  sdect  portions  of  lus  observatioiks  on^  the 
various  medicmes  above  detailed.  And  in  the  first  plac^  Hvfe- 
LAKD  commonly  commences  the  treatment,  by  the  exhibition  of  an 
emetic,  and  recurs  from  time  to  time  to  their  employment,  even  if 
there  be  not  present  any  very  manifest  signs  of  gastric  disorder, 
because,  he  thinks,  they  communicate  a  favourable  shock  (secausse) 
to  the  lymphatic  system^  He  prefers  the  following  formula  in  most 
cases.  One  or  two  grains  of  emetic  tartar,  with  from  twelve  to 
twenty  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  in  half  an  ounce  of  oxymcl  of  squill, 
and  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  water.  The  patient  takes  a  table  spoon- 
ful every  quarter  hour,  till  vomiting  comes  on. 

PurgatwtB.  Under  this  head,  he  denounces  the  neutral  salts^ 
and  commends  the  irritating  articles,  and  of  these  he  gives  the 
preference  to  jdlap^  which  removes  often  the  tumid  state  of  the 
belly,  the  depraved  digestions,  and  such  other  symptoms  in  Uic 
chylopoietic  organs  as  had  been  in  vain  attacked  with  the  neutral 
salts,  &c.  lie  often  perseveres  in  the  employment  of  purgative 
medicines  for  several  weeks.  Aloes  is  recommended,  particularly 
in  the  second  stage  of  scrofula,  and  the  author  lays  down,  in  several 
pages,  the  motives  and  means  of  its  administration,  illustrated  by  a 
csf^ie  in  detail,  with  allusion  to  others.     Rhubarb,  as  might  have 
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been  expected,  receives  a  full  share  of  his  attention  and  confidence. 
On  the  whole,  a  considerable  stress  is  laid  by  professor  Hufeulnd 
on  the  employment  of  purgatives  in  scrofula ;  and  our  readers  will, 
in  viewing  this  subject,  doubtless  refer  with  pleasure  and  advantage 
to  the  effects  of  this  class  of  medicines  in  marasmus,  in  morbus 
coxarius,  and  similar  diseases  depending  upon  a  disordered  state 
of  the  lymphatic  apparatus.  Perhaps  the  best  proofs  of  the  propri- 
ety of  Dr  Hupeland's  inculcations  on  this  subject  may  be  found  in 
the  works  of  Hamilton  and  Abernethv. 

Antimony,  This  medicine,  according  to  the  author,  induces  a 
specific  irritation  in  the  lymphatic  and  glandular  systems,  as  well  as 
in  the  stomach  and  bowels ;  he  conceives  that  we  should  attribute 
its  efficacy  in  the  resolution  of  engorgements,  and  the  correction  of 
secretions,  rather  to  the  specific  nature  than  to  the  intensity  of  de- 
gree of  its  impression.  Its  sensible  operation  is  not  a  necessary 
conditio!)  of  its  usefulness,  for  in  very  small  doses,  and  in  stomachs 
not  at  all  irritable,  its  resolvent  powers  are  well  exerted. 

Antimony  is  never  more  efficacious  in  scrofula  than  in  those 
cases  where  the  skin  performs  its  functions  imperfectly,  or  where 
its  secretions  are  moiHbid,  as  in  eruptive  forms  of  the  affection  and 
in  ulcers.  The  author  very  properly  warns  us  against  the  ill  effects 
of  a  long  continued  use  of  the  article,  and  of  the  dangers  incurred 
by  those  who  take  it  in  states  of  great  debility,  where,  if  persisted  in, 
it  injures  not  only  the  tone  of  the  constitution  in  general,  but  par- 
ticularly that  of  the  skin  and  the  aHmentary  tube. 

Mercury  attracts  a  large  share  of  the  author's  attention,  which  is 
devoted  to  this  metal  from  p.  172  top.  192.  He  praises  its  antiscro- 
fulous  powers  very  highly,  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  as  well  as 
ancient  remedies  in  tliesc  cases.  We  cannot  omit  the  remark,  that 
from  the  undenied  and  powerful  influence  of  this  mineral  over  the 
lymphatic,  glandular,  and  capillary  systems,  a  perfectly  natural  in- 
ference would  arise  as  to  its  applicability  in  these  cases ;  and  yet 
from  this  very  circumstance  an  increased  watchfulness  and  consi- 
deratcQess  ought  always  to  govern  its  exhibition.  How  many  cases 
of  incipient  phthisis  have  been  nipped  in  the  bud  by  the  happy  and 
timely  administration  of  mercurials ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  what 
practitioner  has  not  seen  the  same  disease  precipitated  and  rapidly 
developed  under  its  wanton  or  ignorant  employment  ? 

Muriate  of  Baryta.     On  this  article,  l)r  Hufelaxd  publishe<l 
a  separate  monograph  in  1794.     Thw  medicine  is  incapable,  in  our 
Vol.  v.— No.  10,  April  1828.  47 
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author's  opinion,  notwithstanding  ||ie  high  estimation  it  lias  hereto- 
fore enjoyed,  of  endicatiBg  the  stramous  habit,  unless  it  be  used  in 
«dnnezion  with  bitters ;  since  it  pdasesses  no  tonic  power  w)iat* 
9fer.  But  in  the  management  of  the  symptoms,  such  as  glandular 
engorgements,  droiwy,  cutaneoito  afiections,  &c.  it  does  not  yield 
in  usefulness  er^i  to  mercuiy  and  antimony;  it  is  Iqss  debilitating 
to  the  digestiye  organs,  and  may  safety  be  continue  longer  than  tho^ 
substances  just  named.  The  ituiriate  of  baryta  is  specially  reeom- 
mended  in  those  cases  where  the  lymphatic  system  is  hi^ily  irritated, 
or  where  the  symptomatic  aflfection  is  located  in  a  very  irritable  organ, 
as,  for  example,  in  the!  eyes  or  in  the  lungs;  in  the  last  mentioned 
■eat  of  the  scrofulous  affection,  he  tells  ua  that  he  considers  the 
muriate  as  one  of  the  best  remedies.we  are  acquainted  with,  and 
this  he  derives  from  repeated  experience  of  its  powers.  Half  a 
drachm  of  the  mur^ted  baryta,  dissoWed  in  one  ounce  of  distiDed 
water,  may  be  gtren  in  doees  of  from  10  to  50  drops,  according  to 
the  age  of  the  individual. 

in  diseases  of  the  skin,  this  activity  of  the  medicine  is  mudi  in- 
ereased  by  the  addition  of  3iij.  of  emetic  wine  to  each  ounce  of  the 
Mdution,  and  by  giving  at  the  same  timd  black  sulidniret  of  mercu- 
ry, Plumxxji's  powder,  cicuta,  dulcamara,  &c.  &c.  To  weakly 
persons  he  administers  the  baiyta  in  combination  with  iron';  parti- 
cularly, according  to  the  following  formula :  Muriate  of  bar3rta  and 
muriate  of  iron,  each  3ss.  dissolve  them  in  distilled  water  and  syrup 
of  orange  peel,  each  one  ounce  :  20  or  SO  drops  of  this  mixture 
are  ^ven  every  third  hour.  In  a  note  of  the  translator,  we  have 
an  account  of  the  introduction  of  the  baryta  into  practice,  and  a 
detail  of  various  opinions  as  to  its  efRcacy  and  the  necessary  precau- 
tions in  its  employment,  which  requires  great  care :  we  refer  our 
readers  to  the  work,  p.  197. 

Passing  by  his  disquisitions  on  the  bark,  we  come  next  to  Acorn 
Coffee. 

**  Coffee  made  of  acoms  (says  HursLAND)  is  less  stimuIatiDg  than  the  cin- 
chona ;  hence  it  possesses  the  advantages  without  the  inconveniences  of  the  as- 
tringents— the  stomach  bears  it  better.  In  fact  it  is  an  exceUent  stomachic,  and 
its  effects  are  not  limited  merely  to  increase  of  tone  in  the  digestive  organs  and 
the  rest  of  the  constitution,  but  it  acts  as  a  very  good  resolvent  in  mesenteric 
obstructions  kept  up  by  debility.  The  acorn  coffee  also  has  the  property  of  being 
nutritious  as  shewn  by  the  embonpoint  of  those  who  take  it.  Let  us  thank 
Marx  for  having  made  it  widely  known.  How  many  children  in  marasmus  has 
he  not  saved  by  it  ? 
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"  The  infusion  of  acorns  is  one  of  my  favourite  remedies  in  mesenteric  atro- 
phy, incipient  rachitis,  glandular  engorgements,  asthma  and  cough.  Continued 
for  a  long  period  it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  means  in  our  reach  for  destro3nng 
even  the  deepest  rooted  scrofulous  disposition. 

**  I  have  often  caused  it  to  be  taken  six  months  in  succession  with  a  success 
so  complete,  that  by  it  alone  I  have  dissipated  mesenteric  obstructions  of  the 
worst  character." 

The  acorns  of  the  quercus  robur  are  employed,— each  acorn 
ought  to  be  cut  into  four  pieces,  torrefied,  reduced  to  powder  and 
prepared  as  coffee ;  sometimes  a  little  coffee  is  added  to  them.  I'he 
translator  in  his  note  alludes  to  the  well  known  and  remarkable  fine- 
ness of  fibre  in  pork  where  the  animals  had  been  sometimes  fed  on 
acorns.  Our  southern  friends,  whose  fine  hams  are  certainly  not  at 
all  inferior  to  those  of  Westphalia,  are  well  aware  of  the  import- 
ance of  what  13  called  a  good  mast  year  in  this  regard. 

Narcotics,  The  direct  and  essential  effect  of  the  narcotic  is  to 
diminish  sensibility,  and  in  a  degree  irritability  also  ;  but  inasmuch 
as  the  author  regards  scrofula  as  a  combination  of  irritation  and 
debility,  he  remarks  very  consistently  with  his  theory,  that  narcotics 
may  answer  very  well  in  fulfilling  the  former  irritation,  while  they 
are  less  adapted  to  the  latter. 

But  in  cases  where  the  lymphatic  irritation  is  primitive,  or  in 
other  words  where  it  is  not  the  consequence  of  debility,  this  class 
of  medicines  is  worthy  of  our  highest  confidence.  Hence  it  is  ma- 
nifest that  they  will  be  particularly  recommended  in  the  pseudo- 
scrofulas.  As  for  example  in  the  glandular  tumours  that  depend  on 
a  syphilitic  taint,  or  measles,  or  any  metastasis, — in  fact,  wherever 
debility  does  not  form  the  principle  of  the  morbid  condition. 

It  follows,  from  all  his  observations,  that  the  narcotic  medicines 
arc  incapable  of  destroying  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  but  they  may 
contribute  thereto  (a)  by  repressing  the  vicious  action  of  the  lym- 
phatic system,  (6)  by  diminishing  the  natural  disposition  of  that  sys- 
tem to  a  state  of  irritation,  (c)  by  modifying  the  too  irritating  action 
of  tonics.  Whenever  therefore  they  arc  administered,  they  should 
be  combined  with  tonics  in  order  to  protect  the  digestive  organs 
against  their  debilitating  operation. 

Externally  applied  in  tlie  proper  cases,  they  are  of  signal  efficacy 
in  removing  scrofulous  tumours,  ulcers,  &c.  &c. 

Among  various  articles  of  tliis  class  whose  virtues  and  uses  he 
signalizes  at  more  or  less  pains  and  extent,  he  speaks  of  the  Diilc- 
amara  as  a  precious  remedy.     It  lias  the  double  property  of  favour- 
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ing  the  ircsolution  of  engorgements,  and  of  eiciting  the  lecretionB ; 
kfl  narcotic  eflfoots  are  yery  slight  except  it  be  given  in  a  very  large 
doee.  It  has  this  special  merit  that  it  does  not  disturb  digestion, 
but  rather  promotes  than  weakens  the  appetite. 

At  p.  246  he  qpeaks  of  DigUaUs  jmrjpwgg,  ^hich  exercises  a  pow- 
erful influence  on  the  lymphatic  system,  facilitating  abscHrptkni,  aug- 
menting the  secretions  from  the  kidneys,  and  sometimes  e?en  those 
of  the  salivary  glands;  hence,  he  thinks,  we  ought  to  regard  it  asooe 
of  the  most  heroic  antiscrofidous  remedies.  But  he  warns  us 
against  the  drcumstanees  which  might  follow  the  prolonged  use  of 
the  plant;  and  such  of  our  readers  as  may  design  to  employ 'it  in 
luge  amount,  we,  in  addition  to  the  above  caution  of  HtTFXLAifD, 
would  respectfiilly  refer  again  to  the  work  of  Hamilton  on  this 
plant.  Our  author  thinks  that,  when  cautiously  superintended, 
it  is  very  important;  that  we  may  expect  from  it,  espedallyif  given 
jn  combination  with  mercurials,  the  resolution  of  engorged  glands ; 
tiie  dissipiition  of  lymphatic  eflRisions  and  scrofulous  dropsies;  and, 
beneficial  results  in  asthma  and  scrofiiloin  cough ;  while  the  juice  and 
omtments  or  fbmmitations  made  with  the  herb  are  usefully  applied 
to  the  tumours  extemaUy.  In  remarking  upon  the  inconveniences 
occarionally  resulting  from  the  employment  of  this  plant,  Dr  H.  at- 
tributes them  to  the  excess  of  the  doses.  Observation  ims  taught 
me,  says  the  author,  that  if  it  does  not  act  in  a  small  dose  (two 
grains  for  an  adult)  it  will  not  do  better  in  a  large  one.  He  also 
recommends  the  suspending  of  the  remedy  every  fortnight. 

Burnt  sponge  attracts  also  a  large  share  of  the  professor^s  atten- 
tion and  regard.  As  the  active  constituent  of  this  article  is  now 
procured  in  a  pure  and  separated  state,  it  is  probable  that  such  per- 
sons as  desire  the  advantages  heretofore  yielded  by  burnt  sponge 
will  resort  to  iodine  and  its  various  preparations. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment  of  engorged  glands,  indurations,  tu- 
mours, &c.  which  are  to  be  treated  mostly  through  the  constitution, 
Dr  H.  nevertheless  gives  us  ample  instructions  on  the  score  of 
topicals ;  in  regard  to  which  the  first  great  rule  is  as  follows.  We 
ought  as  much  as  possible  to  favour  the  resolution,  and  not  the  sup- 
puration of  the  tumours.  If  then  you  have  charge  of  an  engorge- 
ment, which  begins  to  grow  red  and  painful,  take  good  heed  not  to 
cover  it  with  irritating  fomentations  to  hasten  its  maturation.  You 
would  augment  the  atony  which  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
malady.     You  ought,  on  the  other  hand,  to  favour  the  resorption 
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of  the  matter  of  engorgement  by  covering  it  witli  resolvents,  and  in 
this  you  can  generally  succeed,  because  the  scrofulous  inflammation 
is  always  passive  and  chronic.  If  a  focus  of  suppuration  is  estab- 
lished, it  is  only  after  a  long  lapse  of  time ;  and  here  the  irritating 
topicals  are  far  preferable  to  the  conunon  antiphlogistics.  The  true 
antiphlogistics  in  this  case  are  bark,  mercury,  cold  water,  cicuta, 
and  the  corroborants.  Among  the  best  means  of  promoting  reso- 
lutions in  scrofulous  engorgements  are, 

1.  VolaiUe  salts.  Common  volatile  liniment  (especially  if  we 
use  camphorated  oil  instead  of  ol.  olivar.  and  let  the  ammonia  con- 
stitute one-third  of  the  mixture)  is  very  energetic,  when  the  fiic- 
tions  are  repeated  every  two  hours,  and  the  parts  are  kept  enveloped 
in  a  clean  cloth. 

HuFELANB  gives  the  formula  of  an  ointment  from  which  he  has 
derived  the  greatest  advantages,  and  as  we,  after  his  directions, 
have  employed  it  with  very  satisfactory  results,  we  shall  copy  it. 
Take  ointment  of  althaea  3j.  beef  gall,  Venice  soap,  aa  3iij.  ol. 
petrol.  3ij.  carb.  ammon.  3ss.  camphor  3j.  Mix  and  make  an  oint- 
ment, and  rub  a  tea  spoonful  of  it  into  the  tumour  every  tliird  hour. 
Not  only  does  he  commend  its  efficacy  in  external  swellmgs,  but 
even  in  mesenteric  enlargements,  obstructions  of  the  liver,  &c.  &c. 

2.  Ointment  of  the  juice  of  digitalis. 

3.  Mercurial  ointment  with  the  former. 

4.  01.  petrolei. 

5.  Camphor — triturate  one  ounce  of  camphor  with  three  drachms 
of  aq.  ammon.  pur.  and  add  half  an  ounce  of  oil  of  olives. 

6.  Opium,  cicuta,  belhidonna,  hyosciamus,  whether  in  the  shape 
of  juices,  fresh  leaves,  lotions,  extracts  or  powders. 

7.  Gum  ammoniac,  galbanum,  assafoetida,  especially  useful 
when  dissolved  in  oxymel  of  squills. 

8.  Beefs  gall. 

9.  Squill.  An  old  physician  gave  Hufeland  tlie  following  as  a 
secret,  and  ^^  I  recommend  it,"  says  our  author,  '^  expressly." 
Take  roots  of  squills,  any  quantity,  cut  them  up  and  boil  them  in 
caustic  ley  to  the  consistence  of  a  mucilage,  strain  it  off  with  pres- 
sure and  add  a  little  honey  and  enough  basilicon  to  make  a  thick 
ointment.  It  resolves  the  most  obstinate  scrofulous  glands  and  lym- 
phatic tumours  without  suppuration. 

We  will  here  close  our  analysis  of  the  treatise  on  scrofula,  with 
the  remark,  that  the  book  itself  ought  to  be, in  the  hands  of  the 
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AvnouB  XVn. — De  VhfMmce  du  Agm9  Ph^ripiei  jut  la  FtR. 
Par  W.F.  EowABiMf  D.M.  Ifemhro  a«K>ci^  d»rAcad4iiue  Boy- 
ale  deM^deoiiie  de  Parii;  Bfembre  de  la  Soca^  Philomathique, 
de  la  Soci^  deM^deoinede  DaUie,  d&c  A  Panfl*  ohez  Cn>- 
cbaid,  libnira,  1824,  pp.  654,  8vo. 

(ffOeB^bmee  i^Pk99ical  AgmU  m  Life^  By  W.  F.  Epwabob, 
M.D.  &c.  Paris  1824. 

Our  readen  ^lay  readily  imagine  the  difficulty  which  we  ezperi- 
eiioe  in  onr  raatricted  lindta  of  making  them  acquainted  with  tHe 
me&al  literature  of  the  day.  Conceding  even  that  our  time  waa 
entirely  at  their  dBspoeal,  as  our  best  wishes  are  for  their  instruction 
and  laudable  amusement,  we  should  still  find  it  impossible  to  pre- 
esnt  to  them  the  analysis  of  good  woiks  with  any  thing  like  the  re- 
gularity with  which  these  latter  appear.  Calls  of  a  passing  interest 
are  often  made  on  us  which  must  be  gratified,  and  the  nearest  oc- 
casionaUy  take  the  place  of  the  most  valuable  productions.  We 
venture  these  remarks  in  explanation  of  the  time  that  must  often,  as 
in  the  case  before  us,  elapse  between  the  appearance  of  a  book  and 
a  full  review  of  it  in  our  Journal :  we  ought  to  add,  in  justice  to  our- 
selves, another  unavoidable  cause  of  delay, — the  want  of  room :  with 
our  present  efficient  organization  we  believe  it  would  be  no  difficult 
matter  for  us  to  occupy  all  the  pages  of  a  Quarterly  in  medical 
reviews.  Of  two  works  now  on  our  table  both  of  .them  abounding 
in  novelty  of  experiment  and  deep  research  we  have  selected  that  of 
Dr  Edwabds  for  notice  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  author  is  a  native  of  Jamaica ;  who  went  to  France  during 
the  revolution.  At  Bruges,  where  the  family  took  up  its  residence, 
he  became  a  teacher  of  the  dead  languages  and  of  the  natural  sciences; 
and  subsequently,  at  Paris,  directed  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
medicine,  in  the  anatomical  and  physiological  and  pathological  de- 
partments of  which  he  has  displayed  great  zeal  and  talent.    In  con- 


EDWARDS  ON  PITirSICAL  AGENTS.  371 

junction  with  M.  GuALTiERhe  obtained  in  1811  the  prize  proposed 
by  the  Medicill  Society  of  Besangon  for  the  best  essay  on  the  stnic* 
ture,  functions  and  morbid  condition  of  the  skin.  In  1813  he  read 
at  the  Institute  a  memoir  on  the  anatomy  of  the  eye,  in  which  he 
described  with  unusual  minuteness  the  membrane  containing  the 
aqueous  humour ;  and  represented  it  as  lining  the  whole  anterior 
chamber.  He  treated  also  of  the  structure  of  the  iris,  which  he  con- 
siders as  composed  of  four  laminae.  He  obtained  his  degree  of 
Doctor  in  1815  from  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Paris,  choosing  for  his 
inaugural  essay  the  subject  of  iritis  and  the  black  cataract.  His 
chemical  experiments,  performed  by  him  in  common  with  M.  Che- 
viLLOT  on  the  mineral  cameleon,  have  been  printed  in  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  are  inserted  in  the 
Annales  de  la  Chimie  et  de  Physique. 

The  work  before  us  is  a  digested  summary  of  various  memoirs 
presented  by  the  author  to  the  society  above  mentioned,  which  on 
two  occasions  awarded  him  divided  prizes.  In  1819  he  presented 
his  essays  ^^  On  the  Influence  of  Physical  Agents  on  the  Vertebral 
Animals,"  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  work  of  M.  Sebrbs  on 
Osteogony,  obtained  the  prize.  In  1820  Dr  Edwards  received 
the  like  honour  for  his  experiments  entitled,  ^^  On  the  Respiration 
of  Warm  Blooded  Animals,  and  the  Influence  of  the  Seasons  on  the 
Animal  Economy,''  in  company  with  Dr  Dutrochet  for  his  work 
on  the  "  Intimate  Structure  of  Vegetables." 

Under  the  head  of  physical  agents  Dr  Edwards  classes,  1 .  air,  in 
regard  to  its  quantity,  movement,  repose,  density  and  rarefaction ; 
2.  water,  in  its  liquid  state  and  as  vapour;  3.  temperature,  in  its 
modifications  of  degree  and  duration;  4.  light;  5.  electricity. 
Though  all  of  these  are  indispensable  to  the  support  of  life,  yet  as 
the  want  of  air  is  tlie  most  urgent,  the  author  begins  with  this  agent. 
Ill  describing  its  effects  positively  and  negatively,  he  selects  for  the 
first  experiments  the  family  of  animals  called  Batrachia  including  of 
course  the  toad,  frog,  salamander  and  the  like. 

The  temperature  of  the  mammifera  and  birds  being  the  physiolo- 
gical character  which  most  distinguishes  them  from  reptiles  and 
fishes,  he  begins  by  it  the  study  of  warm  blooded  animals,  and  re- 
garding the  evolution  of  heat  as  a  function,  whatever  may  be  its 
cause  or  organs,  he  endeavours  to  determine  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  varies  according  to  the  different  conditions,  relative  on  one 
side  to  organization,  and  on  the  other  to  the  actic#of  external  agents. 
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TM  intimtte  connexkni  between  then  agents  and  die  nenpoiw  qrs- 
teoii  the  cnrgana  of  rapiratioo  and  circnhtion,  at  well  as  those  t{ 
transpiration  and  absorjption,  has  led  Dr  Evwabds  to  an  ezanunttion 
of  a  great  number  of&etB  applicable  to  bygria  and  padiology* 

The  work  is  divided  into  fimr  parts. 

The  first  part  obnsists  of  six  chapters,  in  which  the  phenomena  of 
asphyxia;  the  infloeoee  of  temperature;  the  influence  of •  the  air 
eontained  in  water;  the  Tififying  power  c(  the  atmoqphere;  the  in* 
floenoe  of  the  atmosphere  on  transpiration ;  absorption  and  tnaqn- 
imtion  in  water,  are  each  in  succession  discussed  with  arefereoeeta 
the  changes  thereby  induced  in  the  batrachia« 

In  the  first  chapter,  cm  the  pkenomaia  of  aspkfxia^  the  antfior 
iproceeds  to  inquire  into  the  part  performed  by  the  lungs,  and  whe- 
ther the  mere  cessation  of  the  fiinctions  of  these  latter -explains  ^Ihe 
suspmded  movements  apd  death  of  the  body  g«ierally\  in  other 
words,  whether  immersion  of  animalsin  mecKa  other  than  atmoe- 
pheric  air  produces  death  ackmer  or  later,  oris  marked  by  more  va- 
ried phenomena,  than  would  msueonthe  mere  suspension  of  respi- 
mtion  by  withholding  its  peculiar  stimulus.  Reptiles  fit»n  their 
amphibious  nature,  and  peeuUar  tenacity  of.  Itfe  after  diffinrat  de- 
grees of  mutilation,  put  it  in  our  power  to  carry  on  investigatioiis  on 
this  subject  to  a  very  great  extent.  We  all  know  how  long  some 
of  them  will  live  after  excision  of  the  heart,  and  of  course  after  sus- 
pension of  the  circulation  properly  so  called ;  for  what  blood  re- 
mains is  not  in  the  circulatory  vessels,  but  forms  part  of  the  organs 
themselves.  With  the  destruction  of  the  circulation  is  necessa- 
rily associated  the  loss  of  the  respiration.  There  remains  then 
merely  the  action  of  the  nervous  and  muscular  systems,  which  are 
not  susceptible  of  separation,  since  we  can  only  judge  of  the  action 
of  the  nerves  by  the  movements  performed  by  the  muscles  ;  at  least 
this  is  the  case  in  the  lower  animals.  Thus  reduced  to  the  great- 
est simplicity  of  function,  they  guide  us  to  a  solution  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

If,  for  example,  after  having  extirpated  the  heart  of  reptiles,  ta- 
king care  also  to  excise  the  bulb  of  the  aorta,  we  place  an  equal 
number  in  the  atmosphere,  and  in  water  deprived  of  air,  the  diffe- 
rence in  the  lives  of  the  two  divisions,  whatever  it  may  be,  will  indi- 
cate the  respective  influence  of  these  media  on  the  nervous  and  mus- 
cular systems,  independent  of  their  influence  over  the  circulation  and 
respiration.     Dr  ^prABDS  performed  experiments  of  this  nature  on 
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salamanders,  frogs  and  toads.  Of  ten  salamanders,  with  hearts 
and  aortal  bulbs  excised,  five  were  left  in  atmiospheric  air,  and  an 
equal  number  in  water  deprived  of  air,  or  non-aerated.  The  for- 
mer lived  during  a  period  averaging  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-nine 
hours ;  the  latter  survived  their  immersion  but  seven  or  eight  hours. 
Such  marked  differences  can  only  be  explained  by  the  difference  of  the 
media ;  and  shew  that  tlie  air  of  the  atmosphere  is  much  better  fitted 
than  water  to  keep  up  the  action  of  the  nervous  system  of  these  ani- 
mals ;  and  that  it  has  a  vivifying  influence  on  the  organization  dis- 
tinct from  that  exercised  by  means  of  the  circulation  and  respiration. 
Similar  experiments  performed  on  frogs  and  toads  gave  similar 
results.  The  following  is  still  more  illustrative  of  the  different 
effects  of  the  two  media.  If  a  frog,  from  which  the  heart  has  been 
removed,  be  immersed  in  non-aerated  water  until  all  movement 
ceases,  and  after  pinching  it  no  sign  of  life  is  given,  we  then  re- 
store it  to  the  open  air,  it  soon  becomes  reanimated  and  sets  itself 
in  motion.  The  reverse  is  equally  evident  and  prompt.  If  an  ani- 
mal thus  restored  be  rcplunged  in  the  water,  it  loses  every  sign  of 
life  immediately.  Thus  wc  may  go  on  alternately  reviving  and  extin- 
guishing sensibility  and  motion ;  and  shew  that  while  the  air  exerti 
a  directly  positive  vivifying  effect,  independent  of  its  agency  through 
the  circulation  and  respiration,  the  deleterious  action  of  non-aerated 
water  is  not  less  evidently  demonstrated.  We  purposely  indulge  in 
some  repetitions  in  order  to  impress  on  our  readers  this  first  cardi- 
nal point  in  tlie  author's  range  of  inquiries. 

In  the  section,  headed  asphyxia  in  tcater^  the  first  question  pro- 
posed is,  waving  the  difference  of  media,  the  influence  of  the  circu- 
lation of  black  or  venous  blood  on  the  nervous  and  muscular  sys- 
tems*. Dr  £.,  in  this  part  of  liis  work,  considers  asphyxia  as  having 
begun  from  the  moment  that  the  animal  is  excluded  from  air, 
reserving  for  another  occasion  an  inquiry  into  alterations,  resulting 
at  different  epochs,  afler  such  exclusion,  in  the  colour  and  nature 
of  tlie  blood.  The  solution  of  the  question  now  before  us  depends 
on  our  determining,  1.  The  duration  of  life  under  the  sole  influence 
of  the  nervous  and  muscular  systems ;  2.  The  duration  of  life  from 
the  combination  of  this  influence  with  that  of  the  circulation  of  the 
black  blood.  The  difference  of  time  in  these  two  esses  will  shew 
the  influence  exercised  over  the  nervous  system  by  the  general  cir- 
culation removed  from  contact  with  the  atmosphere.  If  the  efllects 
of  dark  or  venous  blood  be  merely  negative,  ^  as  tome  physiolo- 
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Dr  Edwabds  shew,  on  the  contrary,  tlint  of  four  frogs,  two  of 
which  with  their  hearts  excised  were  put  under  a  receiver  in  w&ter 
deprivedofair  by  boiling,  and  tivo  others  whole  in  every  respect  Inclo' 
Bed  in  a  similar  manner,  and  immersed  in  a.  similar  medium,  the  latter 
lived  twenty  hours  longer  than  the  ibrmer.  Analogous  results  were 
obtained  from  toads  and  salamanders.  In  reply  to  doubts  as  to  the 
conclusiveness  of  these  experiments,  owing  to  air  remaining  in  the 
lungs,  we  are  assured  that  precisely  similnr  effects  followed  where 
the  air  had  been  carefully  expelled  from  the  organs  by  suitable  pres- 
sure OD  tlie  body  of  the  animal,  or  where  these  had  been  entirely 
removed.  The  action  of  the  blood  deprived  of  atmospherical  air 
is  then  to  a  certain  extent  favourable  to  the  functions  of  the  nervous 
and  muscular  systems,  since  it  prolongs  tliem. 

In  the  section  headed  "  »(rangufcrfi'on"  U  is  shewn,  as  wc  were  pre- 
pared to  anticipate,  that  the  action  of  the  nervous  and  muscular  sys- 
tems was  longer  sustained  by  the  dark  or  venous  blood  in  animals 
strangled  or  asphjxied  in  the  common  atmosphere,  than  in  others 
submersed  and  drowned  in  water,  a  fact  evincing  the  positively  del- 
eterious operation  of  this  latter  medium. 

Dr  Edwabds  has  shewn,  by  experiments  in  which  frogs  were  pre- 
vented from  breathing  by  a  bladder  tied  round  their  head,  thai 
carbonic  acid  is  formed  by  the  cutaneous  function  constituting  what 
he  calls  cutaneous  respiratioo.  This  serves  to  explain  the  length  of 
time  which  reptiles  will  live  in  the  open  air,  after  the  action  of  tJieir 
lungs  is  entirely  suspended  as  in  instances  already  mentioned. 

In  speaking  of  animals  enclosed  in  solid  bodies,  the  author  adverts 
to  the  many  accounts  of  live  toads  found  in  old  walls,  and  in  rocks 
and  coal  beds,  where  they  must  have  remained  for  n  great  length  of 
time.  Objections  were  made  to  the  conclusions  drawn  from  these 
alleged  facia  by  supposing,  that  some  fissure  or  crevice  allowed  the 
animal  a  communication  with  the  atmosphere.  We  are  nest  told  of 
the  experiments  ofDE  HBBiaaAST,  who,  in  1777,  enclosed  in  sealed 
boxes  of  plaster  three  living  toads,  and  deposited  them  with  the 
Academy  of  Sciences.  On  opening  the  boxes  eighteen  montlia  af- 
terwards,  in  the  presence  of  some  of  the  members,  two  of  the  toads 
were  found  to  be  alive ;  the  third  was  dead.  The  want  of  precise 
data  on  which  to  ground  the  correctness  of  these  experiments  leil  to 
a  denial  of  their  coMlusivenr^ss.     Dr  Edwakde  gives  us  tlic  details 
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of  those  instituted  by  himself,  with  a  view  to  determine  this  question. 
On  the  24th  of  February  1817  he  took  five  boxes  of  deal  wood, 
thme  of  which  were  four  cubic  inches  in  size,  the  other  two  were 
iRi  four  and  a  half  feet  long,  four  feet  wide,  and  two  and  a  half 
deep.  These  were  half  filled  with  mortar ;  a  toad  was  then  put  in 
each,  and  kept  down  with  the  hand  to  prevent  its  moving  from  its  cen- 
tral position, — and  it  was  finally  covered  over  with  mortar,  with 
which  also  the  boxes  were  completely  filled.  They  were  closed  and 
bound  with  cord.  Dr  E.  next  took  six  other  boxes  of  pasteboard  of 
a  circular  form,  each  three  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  two  in 
depth.  Five  toads  were  buried  in  these  boxes  with  the  same  pre- 
cautions as  before — the  mortar  was  made  smooth  on  the  top  so  that 
no  fissure  should  be  lefl,  and  the  tops  were  put  on.  Five  other  toads 
were  at  the  same  time  immersed  in  water  in  order  that  a  comparison 
might  be  instituted  between  the  asphyxia  thus  produced  and  that 
which  might  take  place  in  the  mortar. 

At  midnight  of  this  same  day  ail  the  toads  in  the  water  were  dead  ; 
that  is  about  eight  hours  after  the  beginning  of  asphyxia.  On  the 
following  day  at  four  o'  clock  in  the  ailernoon  one  of  the  boxes  of 
pasteboard  was  opened,  and  the  mortar  having  been  carefully  de- 
tached from  the  toad,  it  began  to  move  and  croak.  The  opening 
thus  made  in  the  box  was  again  filled  with  fi'esh  mortar,  so  as  to 
completely  bury  the  toad.  On  the  fifteenth  of  March  following,  the 
nineteenth  day  from  the  beginning  of  the  experiment,  after  reopen- 
ing the  box  the  animal  was  found  to  be  alive.  Similar  experiments 
made  on  salamanders  gave  analogous  results ;  the  whole  going  to 
prove  that  the  duration  of  the  life  of  those  reptiles  buried  in  plaster 
was  much  longer  than  when  they  were  immersed  in  water.  The 
contrasted  results  obtained  by  exposing  four  frogs  in  a  dry  jug  to 
the  common  air,  and  placing  an  equal  number  in  dried  sand  of  the 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  were  as  follows.  They  were  exam- 
ined every  twenty-four  hours,  to  see  il*  they  were  living.  On  the 
third  day  all  those  which  had  been  exposed  to  the  common  air  were 
dead,  except  one,  while  all  those  which  had  been  buried  in  sand  were 
living,  except  one.  These  results,  but  in  a  still  more  remarkable 
degree,  were  obtained  with  salamanders.  Here  then  it  would  seem, 
not  only  that  tlie  life  of  reptiles  can  be  preserved  for  a  long  time 
by  their  subtraction  from  the  air  and  interring  them  in  solid  bodies, 
but  that  this  is  a  means  of  prolonging  it.  That  the  sand  contains  air 
is  undeniable ;  but  its  containuig  enough  for  tli8  support  of  life  is 
most  surprizing.     We  are  led  to  believe,  however,  tliat  the  animals 


.*' 


376  AHALYTICAL  ftSVISWS. 

thai  eiretmiiUuiead  trs  k«pt  ili? a  not  by  the  air  inhaled  into  the 
hdhgi  alone,  but  1^  that  applied  to  the  skin.  The  question  next 
oeenn  ean  the  porositj  of  the  mortar  be  soch  as  to  allow  of  ||m 
transmission  of  air  to  tM  animals  buried  in  it.  The  negative  wdfm 
^friari  be  sustained  by  erery  body,  and  yet  Dr  Edwards  seems  by 
(fireet  pneumatic  experiments  tp  have  proved  that  atmospherical  air 
is  supplied  through  the  mortar  to  the  immured  animals.  When 
boizes  filled  with  phistor,  and  containing  reptiles  in  the  centre,  were 
placed  under  water  or  mercury,  so  as  to  entirely  exclude  air,  these 
animals  died  as  soon  as  others  immersed  in  the  water.  Twenty  ex- 
periments on  diflbrent  species  gave  identical  results.  We  leave  our 
readers  to  draw  their  own  conclusions  from  what  is  here  stated. 
For  ourselves,  we  cannot  well  understand  bow  atmospherical  air 
should  find  access  to  a  toad  incased  in  a  solid  rock,  or  in  a  wall  of 
diy,  hard  and  closely  cemented  materials,  and  yet  the  author  obvi- 
oinly  intends  that  we  should  draw  this  inference  from  his  premises. 
Tlid  apparent  paradox,  of  reptiles  living  longjsr  in  sand  and  m<Hlar 
than  in  the  open  air,  is  explained  by  the  circumstance  of  the  cuta* 
neoos  transpiration  and  cpnsequent  evaporation  being  so  imiefa 
greater  iA  the  latter  case  as  soon  to  exhaust  the  animal,  and  cause 
9s  death.  .  Though  slower,  this  process  goes  on  in  the  sand,  and  in 
plaster  or  mortar,  and  produces  afler  a  certain  time  the  same  re- 
sult. Hence  when  the  deal  and  pasteboard  boxes,  already  men- 
tioned, were  opened  in  April,  May  and  June,  that  is  afler  a  lapse  of 
fh)m  six  weeks  to  two  months  from  the  date  of  the  enclosure  of  the 
animals,  they  were  all  found  to  be  dead,  and  in  a  state  of  complete 
desiccation.  Dr  Edwabds  has  ascertained  that  frogs  and  salaman- 
ders die  much  sooner  in  a  vacuum  than  in  water.  Tn  the  former 
situation  there  is  added  to  the  want  of  air  a  rapid  and  abundant 
evaporation. 

In  chapter  second,  "  on  the  influence  of  temperature^''^  the  author 
states  the  modifications,  of  a  very  important  nature,  which  this 
cause  will  produce  in  the  results  of  his  former  experiments.  Thus 
he  found  that  frogs,  which  would  dio  by  asphyxia  under  water  of  the 
temperature  of  62  degrees  Fahr.  in  the  space  of  an  hour  and  a 
half,  would  survive  submersion  in  water  of  40  degrees  for  the  space 
of  five  or  six  hours,  and  in  the  same  medium  at  32  degrees,  or  freez- 
ing point,  would  not  perish  under  seven  or  eight  hours.  Precisely 
opposite  effects,  on  the  measure  of  the  vitality  of  these  animals,  re- 
sulted from  their  submersion  in  water  of  a  more  elevated  tempera- 
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ture  than  62  degrees  Fahr.  In  water  of  72  degrees  Fahr.  frogs 
perished  after  a  space  of  time  varying  frqpi  an  hour  and  ten  minutes 
to  thirty-five  minutes.  If  the  medium  was  of  90  degrees  Fahr. 
death  took  place  in  from  thirty-two  to  twelve  minutes :  if  it  was 
107  degrees,  the  animal  met  with  speedy  death.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  temperature  at  which  frogs  can  no  longer  live  in 
water,  is  nearly  that  natural  to  warm  blooded  animals.  Death  in 
the  above  experiments  could  not  be  the  consequence  of  sudden 
changes  in  the  temperature  of  the  water :  since  transitions  equally 
as  abrupt  in  the  descending  scale  weiq|^  found  to  prolong  the  life  of 
the  animal.  But  the  most  curious  fact  connected  with  this  part  of 
the  inquiry  remains  to  be  told.  Under  the  section  headed  ^^  tn/Iu- 
ence  of  the  aeasons^^  the  author  relates,  that,  in  the  early  part  of 
November,  frogs  submerged  iq  water  lived  twice  as 'long  as  they 
did  in  the  month  of  August  in  the  same  medium  and  of  the  same 
temperature.  Season  was  here  evidently  the  cause  of  the  difference 
of  results :  but  not  season  as  represented  by  a  change  in  the  intensity 
of  light  or  of  electricity,  or  in  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  or 
temperature  of  the  air,  or  direction  of  the  wind ;  since  the  animal 
in  water  was  subtracted  from  all  these  influences  as  far  as  they  are 
appreciable.  The  solution  of  the  problem  is  found  in  the  different 
conditions  in  which  it  had  been,  prior  to  the  two  epochs  of  experi- 
menting. In  the  month  of  October  frogs  had  been,  in  the  open 
air,  exposed  to  a  temperature  of  a  lower  grade  than  during  the 
summer  by  13  degrees  Fahr.  by  which  diminution  they  acquired 
such  additional  tenacity  of  life,  as  to  be  able  to  survive  twice  as 
long  submersion  in  water  in  November,  as  they  could  have  done  in 
August,  or  even  September,  in  the  same  medium,  and  of  the  same 
temperature.  This  tenacity  is  increased  the  lower  the  preceding 
temperature  of  the  atmosphere  and  water  exposed  to  it,  in  wliich 
the  frogs  have  lived,  down  to  zero.  One  of  them  has  remained 
alive  60  hours  under  common  water  at  freezing  point.  No  differ- 
ence was  found  in  the  duration  of  the  life  of  these  animals  submerg- 
ed in  water  of  a  high  temperature,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
preceding  season.  Thus  a  frog  immersed  in  water  of  107  degrees 
Fahr.  died  just  as  soon  in  December,  as  another  similarly  circum- 
stanced in  August. 

The  third  chapter,  *'^on  the  influence  of  the  air  contained  in 
vxUer^^*  makes  us  acquainted  with  several  interesting  experiments 
of  the  author  going  to  shew,  1 .  that  fipogs  will  live  nearly  twice  as 


378 


ASALVJICAI.   RKVJBWS. 


long  in  water  with  ihe  ( 
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i  common  < 
as  in  tbe  sauie  fluid  deprived  of  air  by  boiling ;  3.  that  these  animaia 
can  live  for  two  months  and  a  half  in  a  vessel  of  water,  provided 
the  fluid  be  frequently  renewed,  but  still  contrived  so  as  to  keep 
them  submerged,  and  without  any  communication  with  the  atmos- 
phere. The  temperature  of  the  water  varied  from  zero  to  53  de- 
grees Fahr.  The  frog  retained  all  the  lime  tbc  use  of  its  senses 
and  locomotive  organs,  and  at  last  died  in  water  which  had  former- 
ly been  renewed  every  day ;  but  whicli,  on  tliis  occasion,  was  allow- 
ed to  remain  unchanged.  TJje  ability  in  frogs,  toads  and  salaman- 
ders thus  to  live  under  water  of  a  certain  temperature  regularly 
renewed,  is  shewn  by  Dr  Edwards  to  depend  on  the  action  of  the 
skin  on  aerated  water ;  or,  in  other  words,  they  live  by  cutaneous 
respiration :  the  lungs  being  all  this  time  quiescent  in  function, 
containing  neither  air  nor  water.  In  water  at  the  temperature  of 
54  lo  57  degrees  Fuhr.  the  batrachia  ceased  to  live  in  the  course 
of  a  day,  whatever  pains  was  taken  to  renew  the  fluid  in  which 
they  were  submerged.  In  a  running  stream  of  the  same  tempera- 
ture, these  animahi  survived  for  a  longer  time.  Hence  we  con- 
clude, that  there  are  three  conditions  powerfully  modifying  tbe 
vitality  of  frogs  under  water:  I.  the  contained  air;  2.  the  quantity 
or  renewal  of  the  water;  3.  iis  temperature. 

In  the  fourth  chapter,  entitled  "  of  the  eimf;/ing  action  of  the 
atmoaphere"  we  arc  made  acquainted  willi  the  influence  of  cuta- 
neous respiration  by  the  facts,  tlmt  a  frog  with  a  ligature  so  tightly 
applied  below  the  head  as  to  exclude  all  access  of  air  to  the  lungs, 
lived  in  wet  sand  twenty  days :  and  of  two  otliers,  frooi  which  the 
lungs  were  completely  excised,  a  ligature  being  put  round  the  pul- 
monary vessels  so  as  to  prevent  hemorrhage,  one  lived  tliirty-three, 
I  and  the  other  forty  days  in  wet  sand,  in  air  varying  from  4fi  to  55 
degrees  Kahr.  To  determine  lo  what  extent  this  operation  short- 
ened the  lives  of  these  animals,  Dr  Edwakds  removed  the  lungs  of 
six  frogs  which  were  then  submerged  in  river  water  of  the  tempe- 
rature of  39  degrees  Fahr.  At  the  same  time,  six  others,  entire 
in  every  respect,  were  similarly  submerged.  The  greater  part  of 
these  witliout  lungs  perished  the  first ;  but  the  only  two  siu-viviog 
ones  in  the  end  were  one  of  these  and  one  with  lungs.  The  two 
were  found  in  the  act  of  copulation:  and  the  frog  deprived  of  lUBga 
laid  a  large  number  of  eggs.  ^ 
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by  the  hatrackia  than  that  of  the  pulmonary.  If  the  skin  of  a  frog 
be  removed,  the  animal  dies  in  a  few  hours :  this  operation  may  be 
attended  with  other  effects  on  the  body  generally,  which  renders  it 
inconclusive.  It  was  found,  however,  that  wh^n  firogs  were  placed 
in  a  small  quantity  of  water  in  a  shallow  glass,  so  that  they  could 
just  reach  the  surface  with  their  mouth,  and  obtain  atmospherical 
air  for  the  lungs,  without  any  being  applied  to  the  skin,  they  lived 
during  a  period  of  three  months.  The  small  quantity  of  air  in  the 
water  may  probably  be  taken  into  account  in  these  experiments, 
and  serve  to  explain  the  longer  duration  of  life,  since  the  function 
of  the  skin  would  not,  in  such  cases,  be  entirely  quiescent.  Dr 
Edwards  found  that  tree  frogs  {raineUes)  which,  although  they  pre^ 
fer  being  on  land,  yet  frequent  the  water,  did  not,  in  experiments 
similar  to  the  above,  live  more  than  three  or  four  days.  He  dis- 
covered, also,  that  a  slight  modification  in  the  experiments  on  the 
common  frogs  led  to  the  like  results.  Thus,  if  submerged  in  a 
vessel  of  water  of  some  deptli  so  that  they  cannot  rest  on  the  bot- 
tom and  breathe  as  they  had  done  in  small  glasses,  they  sink  afler 
expelling  the  air  from  their  lungs  at  the  surface,  to  rise  again  afler 
a  while  and  go  through  the  same  process.  This  slight  intermission 
of  the  usual  respiratory  effort  proves  fatal  to  them  when  the  skin  is 
not  allowed  to  exert  its  ancillary  office ;  and  accordingly  a  great 
number  of  frogs  thus  situated  died  in  the  space  of  three  or  four 
days. 

Of  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere  on  transpiration, — By  the 
term  transpiration  is  of  course  understood  that  dissipation  from  a 
part  of  the  body  of  exhaled  vapour,  or  of  a  liquid  transuding  from 
the  surface  exposed  to  the  air.  We  assign  the  name  of  sweaty  as 
indicative  of  tlie  fluid  or  vapour  so  condensed  as  to  form  drops. 
The  contrasted  effects  of  air  at  rest  and  air  in  motion,  on  this  pro« 
cess,  were  very  evident.  Of  frogs  in  equal  number  placed  at  an 
open  window  of  a  room,  and  in  another  window  closed  of  the 
same  room,  the  former  lost  at  least  double  the  quantity  of  fluid 
by  transpiration  given  out  by  the  latter.  The  amount  was  some- 
times triple  or  quadruple,  according  to  the  movement  of  the  air 
by  wind.  The  process  still  went  on,  even  when  the  air  was 
kept  in  its  state  of  greatest  hygrometrical  humidity :  but  in  a  dry 
air  as  could  be  obtained,  the  author  found  that  from  five  to  ten  times 
as  much  more  was  transpired  as  in  a  moist  atmosphere.  Tempe- 
rature did  not  exert  such  a  powerfully  modifying  lofluenee  as  might 
have  been  expected.     The  difference  between  32  aftd  68  degrees 


Fafar.  was  only  aa  one  to  two,  and  between  32  and 
Fahr.  aaone  lo  seven. 

Of  abtorptitm  and  traaapiration  in  water. — Tbe  effects  on  the 
batracbia,  of  expoaare  to  air  and  immerBioa  in  water,  are  of  an 
opposing  character.  The  loss  of  weight  in  the  first  by  tranapira- 
tion  ia  very  promptly  repaired  in  the  second  by  absorption.  This 
latter  even  goes  on,  before  it  attains  the  point  of  saturation,  much 
forther  than  to  balance  the  former.  Tbe  animal  still  continuing  in 
the  water,  does  not,  however,  after  having  attained  this  poioL,  re- 
main of  stationary  weight.  There  ensues  a  true  excretion  of  sohd 
matters,  the  loss  of  which  is  at  first  suppbed  by  tbe  absorption  of 
water;  but  after  a  time  tliis  ia  inaufHcient,  without  something  more 
nutritive  than  the  aqueous  fluid  be  furnished  to  the  animal.  Tem- 
perature modifies  these  alternating,  and  to  a  certain  extent  oppos- 
ing, processes.  At  (he  freezing  point,  absorption  predominates 
greatly  over  the  waste  by  excretion,  whilst  at  66  degrees  Fabr.  Ih« 
loss  of  weight  is  too  great  to  be  repaired  by  this  means. 

The  second  part  of  the  work  is  devoted  lo  an  investigation  of  Uie 
influence  of  physical  agents  on  fisheti  and  reptiles.  The  first  chap- 
ter is  on  tadpoles.  Theae,  aa  our  readers  well  know,  are  the  yooog 
or  tbe  individuals  in  early  life  of  the  batrachia.  Having  both  gilk 
and  lungs,  they  may  be  said  to  be  strictly  amphibious  and  to  unite 
in  themselves  the  functions  both  of  reptiles  and  fishes.  In  virtue 
of  their  branchiip,  tadpoles  can  live  longer  under  water  of  an  ele- 
vated temperature,  than  tlie  adult  animal,  such  aa  frogs.  They 
have  remained  vivacious  and  strong  for  a  considerable  period  in 
water  frequently  renewed  of  a  temperature  of  77  degrees  Fahr. 
Their  metamorphosis  is  hastened  by  living  in  the  air  and  by  an  in- 
crease of  heat. 

Dr  Edwards  found  that  by  subjecting  fish  lo  various  degrees  of 
temperature  of  non-aerated  water,  precisely  similar  results  were 
obtained  as  in  the  caae  of  the  batrachia.  The  duralion  of  their  life 
was  longest  at  freezing  point,  and  their  death  almost  immediate  by 
immersion  in  a  heat  of  104  degrees  Fnhr.  In  fish  of  the  same 
species,  volume  constituted  the  only  essential  difference.  Tbe 
amallest  and  the  youngest  could  lenat  tolerate  an  increase  of  tempe- 
rature. 

In  aerated  water  the  effecta  of  temperature  were  modified  by  tbe 
quantity  of  air  in  the  fluid,  though  its  specific  efiecta  were  ibe  seme. 
Thus  the  duration  of  the  life  of  fish  wdl  be  extended  by  increasing 


EDWABD3  OK  PHYSICAL  AOSKT8.  381 

the  quantity  of  aerated  water,  though  the  temperature  remain  the 
same.  A  like  result  obtains  if,  the  amount  of  water  being  the 
same,  the  temperature  be  lowered.  An  increase  or  diminution  at 
the  same  time  both  of  the  temperature  and  quantity  of  aerated  wa- 
ter makes  no  difference  in  the  duration  of  the  life  of  a  fish.  These 
experiments  all  presume  that  communication  between  the  external 
air  and  the  aerated  water  has  been  carefully  interrupted.  Where 
the  fluid  is  in  contact  with  the  atmosphere,  the  conditions  are  not 
materially  changed— elevated  temperature  is  steadily  unfavourable 
and  even  fatal  to  life.  Though  fishes  are  able  to  respire  the  air 
contained  in  water,  and  by  this  means  live  for  a  certain  time,  yet  in 
order  to  the  full  and  continued  exercise  of  their  functions,  they 
must  from  time  to  time  come  to  the  surfiice  and  breathe  directly  the 
atmospheric  air. 

In  a  section  entitled  ^^  l^e  of  fishes  in  the  air^'  our  author  in- 
quires into  the  causes  of  the  speedy  death  of  these  ftnifn^lff  after 
they  are  taken  out  of  the  water.  He  attributes  this  to  tlie  great 
transpiration  of  the  fish  and  its  consequent  loss  of  weight  when  ex- 
posed to  the  open  air — a  loss  most  sensibly  felt  by  the  respiratory 
organs.  Hence  if  a  fish  be  left  with  the  head  and  branchiie  im- 
mersed in  water  and  the  trunk  exposed  to  the  atmosphere,  it  wiU 
live  many  days  and  will  be  found  to  have  been  somewhat  augment- 
ed in  weight.  The  converse  experiment  produced  no  such  effect. 
The  fish  with  the  body  immersed  in  water  and  its  head  and  gills  in 
the  air,  died  in  nine  hours  and  twenty  minutes,  though  it  was  some- 
what increased  in  weight  by  absorption.  It  would,  therefore,  seem 
tliat  the  gain  of  moisture  by  one  part  of  the  body  will  not  com- 
pensate for  its  loss  by  transpiration  from  another  part.  The  salutary 
influence  of  the  atmospherical  air  on  fish  taken  out  of  water  is 
evidenced  in  a  circumstance  noticed  by  Dr  Edwabds.  Some  thus 
situated  soon  cease  to  move  their  opercula,  though  they  continue  to 
live  a  tolerably  long  time ;  but  they  die,  after  all,  sooner  than  those 
which  move  to  the  last  their  opercula.  The  quiescence  of  the  mus- 
cles of  these  last  mentioned  parts  presents  a  mechanical  obstruction 
to  the  access  of  air  to  the  gills ;  and  it  was  found  that  the  unpleasant 
effects  of  this  might  be  prevented  for  a  certain  period  by  keeping 
the  opercula  apart  by  means  of  a  smaU  stick  or  peg. 

The  third  chapter  of  the  second  part  contains  the  inferences 
from  the  author^s  experiments  on  lizards,  serpents  and  tortoises, — 
in  other  words,  on  the  aotirta,  ophidia  and  cheloma.    The  external 
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envelope  of  all  these  animals  receives,  like  that  of  the  batrachia,  the 
vivifjinir  influcDCC  of  the  atmosphere.  The  pulmonary  respirmtion 
alone  is  sufficient  to  maintain  the  life  of  some  of  them  in  summer, 
but  not  in  others.  Of  the  former  we  may  instance  serpents  uid 
tortoises— of  the  latter  lizards.  The  reason  is  fomid  in  the  dif- 
ferent proportionate  development  of  the  lungs  in  these  orders.  The 
serpents  and  the  tortoises,  like  the  frogs  and  common  toads  unong 
the  batrachia,  can  live  by  pulmonary  respiration  alone ;  but  lizards 
in  summer  die  in  a  few  hours  if  they  are  reduced  to  breathing  by 
the  lungs  alone,  and  the  vivifying  action  of  the  air  on  the  skin  be 
suppressed.  In  the  same  way  that  frogs  and  toads  cannot  live  in 
solid  envelopes  under  water,  however  aerated.  So  we  discover  that 
neither  lizards,  serpents  nor  tortoises  can  live  in  aerated  ronning 
water,  on  account  of  the  thickness  of  their  envelope.  The  same 
laws  of  transpiration  and  effects  of  temperature  prevail  in  the  latter 
as  in  the  former  orders  of  animals.  The  greater  thickness  of  their 
envelope  causes  lizards,  serpents  and  tortoises  to  lose  less  by  this 
process  than  the  batrachia,  and  of  course  to  survive  longer  the  pri- 
vation of  aliment. 

The  third  part  of  the  work  is  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  operation 
of  physical  agents  on  warm  blooded  animals.  The  first  chapter  is 
"  on  the  heat  of  young  animals,''^  Dr  Edwards  first  decides  the 
question  rcppcclincr  the  alleged  more  elevated  temperature  of  3'oung 
than  adult  warm  blooded  animals.  lie  found  that  there  was  no  per- 
ceptible diflcrenco  in  this  particular  between  puppies  and  the  mo- 
ther when  the  former  were  at  the  mamm.T,  but  that  if  separated 
from  her  they  underwent  a  notable  decrease  of  heat,  so  as  to  be 
within  a  few  derrrees  of  the  surronndintr  atmosphere.  This  change 
takes  place  in  tiie  ppace  of  three  or  four  hours,  however  vigorous 
the  puppy  may  be,  or  preat  the  quantity  of  food  previously  taken. 
The  like  phenomenon  is  observable  in  kittens  andnqwbom  rabbits  : 
nor  will  the  difference  of  the  external  envelope  explain  it ;  for  al- 
though the  rabbit  be  born  with  a  skin  nearly  naked,  puppies  and  kit- 
tens have  at  this  time  a  good  covering  of  hair.  An  artificial  enve- 
lope, though  it  retarded,  did  not  prevent  the  diminution  of  tempera- 
ture. The  change  only  ceases  to  be  evident  afler  the  fifteenth  day 
from  the  birth  of  these  animals.  Others  however  of  the  mammi- 
fera,  such  as  the  young  Guinea  pig,  do  not  exhibit  these  mutations. 
Hence  we  have  two  groupes  or  families  in  reference  to  animal  heat. 
The  individuals  of  one  arc  born  as  it  were  cold  blooded  animals, 
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being  like  these  liable  to  vary  with  the  medium  in  which  they  are 
pUced ;  the  others  are  truly  warm  blooded  animals.  The  external 
or  physiognomical  character  seeming  to  indicate  the  difference  be- 
tween the  divisions  is  the  state  of  the  eyes,  some  being  bom  with 
them  closed,  others  open.  It  is  precisely  at  the  time  when  the  for- 
mer begin  to  use  their  eyes  that  the  equihbrium  of  animal  heat  if 
established  in  them  as  in  the  adult. 

In  experimenting  on  young  birds,  the  author  discovered  that  they 
also,  when  separated  from  each  other  and  removed  from  the  nest  of 
the  mother,  underwent  a  great  decrement  of  caloric.  Thus,  for  ex- 
ample, when  he  took  young  sparrows  of  the  temperature  of  95  to 
97  degrees  Fahr.  which  is  below  that  of  the  old  birds,  and  exposed 
them  separately  for  some  time  to  the  air  at  63  degrees  Fahr.  they 
became  rapidly  colder,  and  were  reduced  in  the  course  of  an  hour 
from  97  to  66  degrees  Fahr.  or  nearly  the  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere. Similar  results  followed  the  exposure  of  young  sparrows 
to  the  open  air  at  73  degrees  Fahr.  their  heat  was  soon  reduced  to 
within  two  degrees  of  this  latter.  To  shew  that  the  want  of  plu- 
mage or  cutaneous  covering  had  no  share  in  this  phenomenon,  Dr 
Edwards  took  an  adult  sparrow  and  cut  its  feathers  close  to  its  body, 
and  exposed  it  at  the  same  time  with  young  ones  partially  plumed 
to  air  of  the  temperature  of  64  (  degrees  Fahr.  The  former  pre- 
served unchanged  its  customary  heat  of  36  degrees  Fahr.  above  that 
of  the  atmospherical  medium — the  latter  lost  their  heat  rapidly  so  as 
to  be  at  last  only  two  or  three  degrees  above  the  same  medium. 

The  young  of  some  of  the  orders  of  birds  possess  and  retain,  like 
certain  of  the  young  of  the  mammifcra,  an  elevated  temperature. 
They  are  at  birth,  that  is  from  the  time  they  escape  from  the  shell, 
able  to  run  about  and  take  nutriment .-  and  yet  they  have  no  thick 
plumage,  their  covering  is  merely  a  kind  of  down.  If  then  with 
the  author  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of  all  the  experiments  on 
wann  blooded  animab,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  ^^  that  their  fii- 
culty  of  producing  heat  b  at  its  minimum  at  the  epoch  of  their 
birth,  and  that  it  increases  successively  on  to  adult  age.'' 

In  the  following  cliapter,  ^^  on  the  heat  of  adult  animals^''  we 
learn  that  the  hybemating  ones  produce  habitually  less  heat  than  the 
the  other  mammifera :  they  are  like  tlie  varieties  of  the  cold  blooded 
('lass  readily  influenced  by  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  and  like 
thc*ni  nrr  gradually  brought  down  to  (he  level  of  the  external  cold, 
at  which  time  they  become  torpid  and  letliargic.     This  condition 


nwy  be  inducetl  at  any  iicasoii  by  keeping  tlicrn  in  a  very  cold  I 
diam.  M,  Db  Saibsy  sacceeded  in  torpifying  a  iiionntain  rat  in  the 
montbs  of  May  and  June.  Ho  had  enclosed  it  with  a  little  straw  in  • 
smnU  copper  box,  the  hd  or  which  had  a  very  small  bole.  After 
leaving  it  io  an  ice  house  for  twenty-four  hours,  he  exposed  it  to 
cold  of  fourteen  degrees  Fahr.  The  little  animal  was  profoundly 
lethargic  in  eleven  hours  afterwards,  and  the  temperature  of  its  body 
had  Iklien  during  the  experiment  from  ninety-five  rtegrees  Fahr. 
to  Ibrty-one  degrees  Fahr.  Exposed  subaequenlty  to  the  atmos* 
pheric  heat  it  revived  and  regained  its  former  activity.  The  facility 
with  which  hybemating  animals  are  cooled  down  to  a  low  tempera- 
ture was  displayed  in  some  experiments  by  Dr  Edwabiw.  He 
placed  a  bat,  the  heat  of  the  body  of  which  was  at  ninety  three  de- 
greet  Fahr.  and  that  of  the  air  Gixty-one  degrees  Fahr.,  in  an  earthen 
veaael  surrounded  by  ice  and  salt.  A  cover  wag  bo  contrived  as  to 
keep  up  a  communication  between  it  and  the  outer  air.  Having 
remained  in  this  vessel  in  an  air  of  tliirty-four  degrees  Fahr.  for  Rn 
hour,  the  temperature  of  the  bat  was  reduced  to  fifty-seven  degnKS. 
Guinea  pigs  and  grown  birds  placed  in  similar  circumstances  of  s 
cold  medium  were  only  reduced  in  heat  by  three  to  five  degrees. 
Hence  we  are  justilied  in  believing  thai  the  chief  and  characteristic 
peculiarity  of  hybernating  animals  consists  in  their  not  having  the 
function  of  calorification  as  active  as  the  other  warm  blooded 
animals. 

In  the  third  chapter  "  on  the  injluence  of  the  seasons  on  ike  yro- 
duction  of  Aeot,"  Dr  Edwards  lays  down  the  position  that  no  infer- 
ence of  any  moment  can  be  drawn  from  an  observation  of  the 
habitual  temperature  of  the  bodies  of  animala.  He  discovered,  by 
means  of  suitably  performed  experiments,  that  their  inherent  poirer 
of  generating  beat  ia  greater  in  winter  than  in  summer,  hf  th« 
(bnner  season,  birds,  such  as  sparrows,  when  exposed  to  air  at  the 
freezing  point,  undergo  very  little  change  of  their  animal  heat ; 
whereas  in  the  latter,  similar  exposure  of  birds  of  tlie  same  specie? 
waa  attended  with  a  diminution  of  their  temperature  by  five 
degrees. 

In  the  fourtli  chapter,  "oa  asphyxia,"  we  have  some  interesting 
views  respecting  tlic  proportion  between  the  habitual  temperature 
of  the  animal  and  its  endurance  of  submersion  in  water.  Puppies, 
kittens  and  new  born  rabbits,  wilh,  ns  before  observed,  very  feeMe 
powers  of  generating  heal,  survived  a  half  hour's  immereion. 
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young  Guinea  pigs,  the  temperature  of  which  is  so  great  frcNnUwir 
birth,  did  not  live  more  ftan  seven  minutes  under  water.  Similar 
differences  were  discovered  between  young  and  adult  birds. 

The  author  next  investigated  the  effects  of  the  external  tempera* 
ture  from  freezing  point,  to  104  degrees  Fahr.  Kittens,  one  or  two 
days  old,  were  {bunged  in  water  at  32  degrees  Fahr.:  they  ceased  to 
exhibit  any  signs  of  life  after,  on  an  average  of  nine  expenments, 
four  minutes  thirty-three  seconds.  In  water  at  60  degrees  Fahr. 
they  died  in  ten  minutes  twenty-three  seconds.  In  the  same  fluid 
at  68  degrees  Fahr.  they  survived  thirty-eight  minutes  and  forty-five 
seconds.  At  86  degrees  Fahr.  a  different  proportion  obtained,  the 
duration  of  which  was  less— ^the  uiimals  lived  but  twenty-nine  mi- 
nutes. At  104  degrees  Fahr.  they  died  in  ten  minutes  twenty-eeven 
seconds.  Water  of  68  degrees  Fahr.  seems  to  be  that  in  which  sub* 
mersion  is  best  borne. 

Chapter  fifth  contains  an  account  of  various  experiments  per- 
formed to  elucidate  the  phenomena  of  ^^respiration  in  youth  and  im 
aduU  age.*^  After  some  observations  on  the  necessity  of  pulmonary 
lespiration  to  all  warm  blooded  animals,  the  difference  in  its  energy 
and  the  chemical  changes  which  it  brings  about  in  the  air  introduced 
into  the  lungs,  the  author  exhibits  the  differences  in  this  function 
dependent  on  age.  In  experimenting  on  birds,  he  found  that  the 
young  ones  lived  much  longer  than  the  adnh  in  the  same  quantity 
of  air.  Similar  inferences  were  drawn  in  regard  to  the  mammifenu 
Hence  the  energy  of  respiration  corresponds  with  that  of  calorifica- 
tion— ^both  being  greater  in  warm  than  in  cold  blooded  animals 
and  in  the  adult  than  in  the  young.  This  connexion  is  still  further 
evinced  by  the  experiments  recorded  in  chapter  sixth,  ^^  on  fAe  tn* 
ftuence  of  the  seasons  over  respiration.^^  It  was  found  that  birds, 
for  example,  uniformly  consumed  oxygen  with  more  rapidity  in 
winter  than  in  summer.  They  cease  to  breathe  in  a  given  quantity 
of  air  sooner  in  the  former  than  the  latter  season — whether  the 
carbonic  acid  was  allowed  to  remain  in  proportion  as  it  was  fi)rmed, 
or  was  absorbed  by  caustic  potash.  In  both  cases  the  temperature 
of  the  air  was  nearly  the  same. 

In  the  seventh  chapter,  ^  on  transpiration^''^  the  author  shews 
that  transpiration  goes  on  gradually  decreasing  in  the  roammilera 
and  in  birds  after  two  or  three  hours,  when  they  are  exposed  to  air 
of  a  medium  temperature,  and  kept  without  any  nutriment  during 
the  period  of  the  experiment.     This  process  is  much  more  active 
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The  fiNirtli  put  of  die  wovk  m  devoted  to  in  fnrimiMtinn  oC  tbe 
nhtJoiM  vhicii  maa  md  the  fertebnl  aninnb  have  with  phyncal 
egenti.  Chqiter  fint  k  on  *^th§  mod^usatiomt  ^  hmi  m.  mmm 
from  tifik  to  miit  ageJ*  The  mne  laws  govern  here,  aa  in  the 
ekflMB  of  animab  already  apoken  o£  The  medium  heat  of  twenty 
ednlt  penoni  waa  97  d^greea  Fahr. :  the  medium  heat  of  ten  heal* 
4ij  iafiuiii^  varying  from  one  to  two  daya  in  age,  waa. 96  dcgreea 
Fahr.  Thia  difirenoe  would  hardly  juftify  any  generd  inftreneer 
were  it  not  in  perftct  jucoid  with  the  reauUa  of  the  eaqieiimcpta 
flMide  on  the  young  of  the  mammifitfm.  In  an  infint  b<»n  before 
liitimeorataevenmontha,  thetemperatuie  waa  89^  degreeaFafar, 
n'fiiGt  eoRoborative  of  tte  accuracy  of  the  piinciplea  already  laid 
down. 

-  The  aecond  chapttf  is  headed,  ^  en  Ike  tri^biMice  ^  eold  OS  Ike 
markdaif.ai  ifferad  agts.*^  Young  birds,  kittena,  {wppiea  loee 
tteir  own  beat  and  die  by  ezpoaure  to  an  atmoqphere  cf  rednoedL 
temperature,  or  even  to  one  which  is  about  equivalent  to  the  mea^ 
heat  of.  the  year.  But  the  young  of  animals  will  aorvive  a  tempo- 
irniy  ezpoBure  tp  coU  which  would  kill  the  aduk  onea,  with  the 
noderatanding  that  both  have  been  removed  from  the  cold  to  a 
warmer  medium.  This  leads  us  to  the  next  chapter  on  the  ^^  tern- 
porary  appUcatian  of  cold^^^  in  which  we  are  told  that  animals 
chilled  and  warmed  at  different  times,  though  they  recover  their 
first  temperature,  yet  they  are  longer  in  doing  so : — ^in  other  words, 
the  &culty  in  them  of  evolving  caloric,  of  course  the  power  of  re- 
sisting fresh  cold,  is  diminished.  A  young  man  who,  during  a 
severe  winter  when  the  river  Seine  was  frozen,  wished  to  cross, 
broke  through  the  ice  and  fell  into  the  water.  He  extricated  him- 
self from  his  dangerous  situation  and  escaped  without  his  health 
suffering ;  but  for  three  days  afterwards  he  was  tormented  with  an 
unremitted  sensation  of  cold. 

The  counterpart  of  all  this  holds  in  regard  to  heat  The  appli- 
cation of  a  high  degree  of  heat  favours  its  subsequent  evolution  in 
the  body  thus  exposed.  Hence  the  best  means  of  supporting  great 
cold  is  to  be  previously  subjected  to  high  heat — a  tlieory  this,  tlio 
practice  of  which  is  exemplified  in  the  inhabitants  of  Uie  north  of 
Europe,  who  rush  out  from  their  hot  and  vapour  baths  and  roll 
themselves  in  the  snow.     We  can  understand  on  the  same  grounds, 
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how  the  tro6ps  from  Italy  and  the  south  of  France  suffered  less  by 
cold  in  the  Russian  campaign,  than  those  from  Belgidm  and  north- 
em  Germany. 

^^  The  influence  of  the  seasons  on  the  production  of  heat^^  is 
discussed  in  the  next  chapter.  The  leading  position  laid  down  by 
the  author  is,  that  with  the  gradual  diminution  of  the  external  or 
atmospherical  temperature  man  and  most  of  the  warm  blooded  ani- 
mals acquire  an  increased  energy  of  evolving  caloric  in  their 
bodies.  This  power  attains  its  maximum  in  winter  and  declines 
with  the  increase  and  duration  of  the  external  heat.  The  tempera- 
ture of  the  body  may  then  be  regarded  as  depending  on  the  heat 
produced  on  it  and  that  communicated  from  without.  There  may 
be  varieties  in  these  without  the  heat  of  the  body  being  altered.  A 
gradual  succession  of  seasons  seems  necessary  to  enable  the  animal 
economy  to  accommodate  itself  to  the  external  temperature.  If, 
for  example,  a  sudden  degree  of  cold  come  on  in  summer,  we  are 
taken  as  it  were  unawares,  since  our  power  of  evolving  caloric  is 
then  at  its  minimum.  In  this  respect  we  differ  in  summer  from 
ourselves  in  winter,  in  the  same  manner,  though  in  less  degree,  that 
the  young  of  warm  blooded  animals  differ  from  the  adult  ones. 

In  the  sixth  chapter,  "  on  asphyxia^*''  we  have  an  account  of  the 
external  phenomena  in  animals  submerged  in  water  and  the  length 
of  time  they  can  remain  in  this  state  without  an  entire  extinction  of 
life.  A  division  has  already  been  made  of  the  young  of  the  mam- 
mifera  in  reference  lo  their  powers  of  endurance  when  thus  circum- 
stanced. This  is  into,  1 .  those  which  produce  so  little  heat  that 
tlicy  cannot  be  said  to  have  a  peculiar  temperature ;  2.  those  which 
evolve  enough  to  preserve  an  elevated  temperature  when  the  air  is 
not  too  cold.  The  first  live  much  the  longest  time  in  a  state  of 
asphyxia  produced  by  submersion.  The  evidences  of  persisting 
vitality  are  of  a  two-fold  nature — voluntary  movements  and  invo- 
luntary ones.  Thus  puppies,  kittens,  young  rabbits,  &c.  cease  to 
exhibit  voluntary  movements  and  seem  to  lose  all  sense  afler  three 
or  four  minutes,  though  they  survive  submersion  for  half  an  hour. 
Among  the  involuntary  movements  an  external  one  is  observable, 
viz.  the  half  opening  of  the  mouth  or  gasping  at  intervals  of  one  or 
two  minutes.  Some  puppies  have  exhibited  signs  of  life  afler  un- 
dergoing submersion  of  fifty-four  minutes.  If  these  animals  be  left 
in  the  water  until  they  cease  to  exhibit  any  movement  either  of 
themselves  or  by  pinching  them,  they  cannot  be  restored  on  exposure 
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to  the  air.  Dr  Edwabds  has  often  made  inquiriea  of  the  t 
divers  at  the  sclioola  of  natAtion  id  Paris,  how  long  they  could  re- 
main underwater:  and  he  v/aa  informed  that  tlic  extent  of  time 
was  three  minutes. 

The  influence  of  lieat,  whether  intomal  or  inherent,  and  extental 
or  adventitious,  ia  Hensibly  felt  in  asphyna.  The  cold  blooiled  ani- 
mala,  such  as  the  batrachia,  immersed  in  water  of  104  degrees  Fabr. 
are  in  precisely  the  some  Elate  aa  regards  their  apeedy  death  with 
warm  blooded  animala  similarly  placed  or  submerged  in  water  of  a 
common  or  low  temperature.  But  if  we  take  that  variety  of  the 
warm  blooded  class  called  liybematin^,  we  have  the  same  condi- 
tions for  protracted  life  in  tliem,  deprived  of  air,  as  in  the  reptiles, 
vi^.  1 .  a  great  reduction  of  their  temperature ;  2.  ability  to  live  long 
in  tJiia  state  exposed  to  cold  air.  Let  these  same  animala,  bats  for 
instance,  be  plunged  in  water  at  68  degrees  Fahr.  in  the  summer 
season,  and  they  die  in  four  or  live  minutes.  Torpid  and  letliargic 
(luring  the  winter,  Ihuy  would  under  similar  exposure  retain  life  for 
a  great  length  of  time.  To  shew  how  completely  animals  in  a  stale 
of  hybernation  bear  tho  deprivution  of  air,  we  need  but  refer  to  an 
experiment  of  Spalijinzaki.  This  celebrated  naturalist  placed  a 
mountain  rat  completely  torpid  in  a  receiver  at  the  temperature  of 
54  degrees  Fahr.  containing  carbonic  acid.  It  gave  no  signe  of 
uneasiness  during  llie  whole  experiment  which  was  protracted  for 
ibur  Lours- 

Dr  Edwards  nest  proposes  the  question  whether  in  warm  blood- 
ed animals  deprived  of  the  access  of  air  and  of  course  prevented 
from  fanning  arterial  or  red  blood,  the  venous  or  dark  blood  contri- 
butes to  the  support  of  life.  The  aflinnative  was  shewn  to  bo  the 
case  in  reptiles.  It  holds  also  in  respect  to  the  young  of  the  animals 
just  mentioned.  Kittens  with  their  hearts  excised  and  submerged 
in  water  lived  but  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  others  with  their  organs 
entire  and  plunged  into  water  of  the  same  temperature  gave  signs 
of  life  for  about  half  an  hour.  Apparent  death  or  suspended  anima- 
tion follows  so  soon,  in  adult  warm  blooded  animals,  their  privation 
of  air,  that  it  is  difficult  to  appreciate  the  influence  of  venous  blood 
on  their  organs. 

The  direct  operation  of  temperature  on  the  nervous  system  of  ani- 
mals is  exhibited  in  experiments  performed  on  frogs  and  killone. 
Of  the  first  with  their  hearts  excised— four  in  water  of  six(y-«igllt 
deg.  Fahr.  lived  on  .in  average  one  hour  three  minutes,  and  foiWM 


VDWAB1M  ON  PHYSICAL  A0BKT8.  389 

the  same  fluid  at  freezing  point  lived  eight  hours  fifty-five  minutes. 
Of  three  kittens  with  their  hearts  excised  which  were  plunged  re- 
spectively in  water  at  sixty-eight  deg.,  hundred  and  four  deg.,  and 
thirty-two  deg.  Fahr.  the  first  lived  thirteen  minutes  thirty  seconds, 
the  second  seven  minutes  and  the  third  five  minutes.  As  these  ani- 
mals lived  entirely  by  the  nervous  system  in  these  circumstances,  we 
are  taught  the  direct  influence  of  temperature  over  this  system. 

^^  Of  the  modifications  in  respiration  depending  on  specie»^  og^%* 
4*c.  Such  is  the  heading  of  the  seventh  chapter,  in  which,  after  point- 
ing out  the  difierence  in  the  time  during  which  a  firog  and  a  bird  can 
live  in  the  same  quantity  of  air,  the  author  admits  in  part  the  com- 
mon explanation  of  the  greater  surface  of  the  lungs  and  the  firequency 
and  extent  of  the  respiratory  movements  and  the  quantity  of  blood 
passing  through  the  lungs  of  a  bird  whereby  it  exhausts  in  an  hour 
oxygen  enouc^h  to  support  a  frog  for  three  or  four  days.  But  he 
insists  also  on  other  still  more  important  peculiarities  in  the  blood 
itself.  That  of  frogs  is  more  watery  and  consists  of  larger  globules 
than  the  blood  of  birds — the  former  requires  in  consequence  less 
oxygen.  Hence  a  division  of  vertebral  animals  into  those  of  warm 
and  those  of  cold  blooded, — the  first  including  the  mammifera  and 
birds,  the  second  reptiles  and  fishes,— connected  with  another 
very  important  distinction ;  viz.  the  activity  of  their  respiration. 
To  this  classification  Dr  Edwards  has  added  a  third  series  of  ani- 
mals, warm  blooded  when  in  the  energetic  enjoyment  of  their  func- 
tions, but  approaching  to  the  cold  blooded  in  infancy  or  during  the 
predominance  of  particular  physical  agents.  He  has  shewn  that  the 
mammifera  whicli  are  bom  with  their  eyes  closed,  and  birds  hatched 
without  feathers,  and  also  the  hybemating  animals,  are,  as  far  aa 
regards  the  evolution  of  caloric,  of  this  nature.  In  the  early  pe- 
riod of  the  existence  of  such  animals  and  in  the  torpid  state  of  the 
hybemating  ones — less  air  is  consumed  by  respiration.  It  has  also 
been  shewn  that  the  individuals  of  different  tribes,  which  in  conse- 
quence of  the  diminution  of  the  extemal  temperature  acquire  the 
faculty  of  evolving  more  caloric,  do  alj»o  consume  more  air. 

In  chapter  eightii  is  considered  ^^  the  combined  action  cf  mr 
and  temperature.'*  In  the  fimt  part  of  the  work  it  was  shewn  that 
individuals  of  the  batrachia  tribe  could  live  for  a  length  of  time  under 
water,  deprived  of  course  of  pulmonary  respiration  and  sustained 
entirely  by  the  action  of  the  air  in  the  liquid  on  the  skin.  But  this 
process  could  only  be  performed  on  condition  that  the  water  was  of 
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reduced  temperature,  as  between  freezing  pojDt  and  Jifly  deg.  1 
If  the  medium  was  of  increased  heal  the  greater  number  of  tbe  sub- 
merged animata  would  perish  ;  unless  they  were  allowed  access  to 
the  air  and  the  use  of  their  pulmonic  apparatus.  These  experiments 
are  in  perfect  accordance  with  what  takes  place  when  these  animals, 
especially  frogs,  are  lefl  to  their  natural  course  of  actions.  Thus  in 
autumn  and  winter  and  in  the  beginning  of  spring  they  can  lire  al- 
most entirely  under  the  water  of  marshes,  ponds  and  small  rivers,  their 
natural  residences,  which  during  all  this  time  are  hardly  ever  up  to 
fifty  deg.  Fahr.  In  proportion  however  to  the  augmentation  of 
temperature  is  the  necessity  for  them  to  come  frequently  to  the  sur- 
face lo  breathe,  and  during  hoi  weather  ihey  can  scarcely  live  with- 
out continued  pulmonary  respiration.  Nor  is  ihis  to  be  kept  up 
compatibly  with  even  temporary  delay  in  the  water.  They  aro  ob- 
liged to  go  on  land  in  order  to  place  to  the  greatest  account  their 
cutaneous  respiration,  which  is  more  active  in  the  atmosphere  than 
in  tbe  small  quantity  of  air  contamed  in  the  water.  During  a  hoi 
summer  if  they  cannot  leave  the  water  Ihcy  die.  The  same  aeries 
of  phenomena  is  found  to  take  place  in  fishes  similarly  circumstanced. 
Warm  blooded  animals  are  on  the  same  line  in  this  respect,  as 
proved  among  other  facts  by  an  experiment  of  Le  Gaxlois.  A  sec- 
tion of  the  eighth  pair  of  nervesproduces  such  adegree  of  occlusion 
of  the  glottis  in  puppies  a  day  or  two  old  that  very  little  air  can  enter 
into  the  lungB — so  little  that  the  animal  dies  as  soon  hb  if  it  were 
entirely  deprived  of  it.  But  let  it  be  benumbed  by  cold,  and  in 
place  of  dying  as  before  in  half  an  hour  it  will  survive  tlie  section  of 
the  nerves  for  a  whole  day. 

The  application  and  proof  of  this  principle  is  found  in  the  aduh 
age  and  in  man.  Suppose  a  person  asphyxied  by  carbonic  acid  gas 
— the  pulsations  at  the  wrist  are  no  longer  perceptible;  respiration 
has  ceased,  yet  the  beat  is  greater  than  usual.  Still  the  heart  con- 
Unues  to  boat  and  the  air  exerts  its  vivifying  action  on  tlie  skin  with 
which  it  is  in  contact,  and  also  nith  the  lungs  although  they  he  qui- 
escent. The  course  to  be  pursued  under  such  circumstances  is  lo 
divest  the  person  of  hia  clothing,  in  order  lo  give  the  airfrceracccss 
to  his  skin,  and  to  expose  him  to  the  cold  even  in  winter  and  throw 
cold  water  on  his  face.  In  sudden  syncope,  when  the  pulse  is  feeble  or 
imperceptible,  and  respiration  and  voluntary  motion  are  suspended, 
the  most  ignorant  will  have  recourse  to  exposure  to  the  air,  ventila- 
lion  and  refrigeration  with  water.     So  likewise  in  Uie  suSbcatioi 
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a  paroxysm  of  asthma,  the  patient  opens  the  window  even  in  mid- 
winter, breathes  a  glacial  air  and  is  relieved. 

In  speaking  of  the  ^^  effects  of  temperature  on  the  respiratory 
and  circulatory  movements ^"^^  the  author  adverts  to  the  well  known 
efiects  of  heat  in  accelerating  respiration  and  circulation,  and  points 
out  the  causes  of  this  state.  As  may  be  inferred  from  what  has 
been  already  said,  the  operation  of  heat  on  the  animal  economy  is 
modified  and  restrained  by  extending  the  relation  between  the  lungs 
and  the  atmosphere — hence  the  accelerated  breathing  in  order  to  in- 
troduce more  air  than  usual  into  the  pulmonary  vesicles.  The  ef- 
fects of  cold  are  not  so  distinctly  appreciable.  GraduaUy  applied  to 
reptiles,  it  diminishes  the  frequency  of  the  respiratory  movements, 
and  may,  if  not  carried  too  far,  graduaUy  suspend  them  without  ex- 
tinguishing life.  During  this  time  their  animal  heat  follows  the  di- 
minution of  the  atmospherical  temperature,  and  the  minor  activity 
of  respiration.  In  hybemating  animals  of  the  class  of  the  mammi- 
fera,  we  witness  the  same  series  of  phenomena ;  but  if  the  cold  be 
very  intense  they  cannot  hve  in  their  torpid  state ;  their  respiration 
in  place  of  being  nearly  quiescent  must  be  accelerated,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  resist  this  now  deleterious  agent.  The  young  of 
those  animals,  such  as  of  birds  hatched  without  feathers,  and  of  the 
mammifera  bom  with  their  eyes  closed,  which  are  unable  to  preserve 
an  equable  temperature  in  the  open  air,  exhibit  under  the  influence  of 
extreme  cold  accelerated  and  ampler  respiration.  In  adult  warm 
blooded  animals  not  subject  to  hybernation,  the  applicat^n  of  cold,  or 
chilling  them,  always  caused  hurried  breathing  until  the  strength  was 
exhausted.  We  infer  from  all  this  that  the  most  important  modifi- 
cations of  function  in  the  two  classes  of  birds  and  mammifera,  in 
the  progress  of  age  from  birth  to  the  adult  state,  consist  in  the  pro- 
duction of  heat  and  extent  of  respiratory  movements.  With  the 
development  of  tliese  two  functions  is  diminished  the  influence  of 
the  external  temperature.  Hence  we  are  taught  that  when  the  con- 
stitution of  an  individual  is  changed,  so  that  there  is  diminbhed  pro- 
duction of  heat  and  consumption  of  air,  he  can  no  longer  tolerate 
the  same  degree  of  cold  as  before.  And  hence  also  the  necessity, 
wlien  these  functions  are  deteriorated,  as  in  organic  alterations  of 
the  heart  and  lungs,  of  placing  him  in  a  milder  temperature,  pro- 
duced either  by  artificial  means  or  obtained  by  change  of  climate. 

The  direct  experiments  elucidating  these  principles  are  given  in 
the  next  chapter,  under  the  head  of  *'  the  in/uenee  of  ike  respi- 
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degrees  Fahr.  the  air  of  a.  roitrn  being  34}  degrees  Faiir.  and  ii 
lated  the  animal  by  mechaiiical  means.  It  was  an  hour  in  being 
roused.  Thirty  minutes  afterwards  its  body  was  at  59  degrees 
Fahr.  and  in  another  half  hour  at  BOJ  degrees  Fahr.  A  hedge  hog, 
torpid  in  the  some  place,  was  only  at  37}  degrees  Fahr. ;  but  after 
a  lapse  of  two  hours,  and  excitation  similar  lo  that  practised  above, 
it  was  roused  from  its  lethargy  with  a  temperature  of  d4i  degrees 
Fahr.  In  an  hour  afterwards  it  was  86  degrees  Fahr,  at  which  point  it 
remained  statiopary.  A  mountain  rat  in  the  same  circumstances  was 
stimulated  in  a  similar  manner.  In  the  course  of  an  hour  its  animal 
heat  was  at  77  degrees  Fahr.  and  after  an  equal  lapse  of  time  it  had 
attained  lo  97  degrees  Fahr.  its  natural  temperature.  The  opera- 
tion of  the  external  cold  is  shewn  in  the  following  e.xperitncnts.  At 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  place,  in  which  he  executed  the  pre~ 
ceding  ones,  he  placed  in  a  window  with  a  northern  exposure,  and 
to  a  temperature  of  25  degrees  Fahr.  a  hedge  hog  and  a  mountain 
rat,  each  being  at  39  degrees  Fahr.  Their  respiratory  movements 
were  very  feeble.  The  second  of  these  animals  awoke  sooner  than 
in  the  former  experiment,  and  ran  promptly  to  its  cage.  After  the 
first  hour  of  its  exposure  lo  the  cold  its  tcniperalure  was  raised  to 
77  degrees  Fahr.  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  second  to  97  de- 
grees Fahr.  The  hedge  hog  awoke  two  hours  and  a  half  from  the 
beginning  oS  the  experiment — ils  animal  heat  was  then  only  raised 
to  54  degrees,  and  at  the  end  of  five  hours  it  was  B2J  degrees  Fabr. 
In  many  instances  Dr  Edwauos  Is  induced  to  believe  that  accele- 
rated respiration  beyond  the  healthy  measure  is  a  salutary  reaction 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  heat  of  the  body  and  enabling  it 
to  reMst  the  action  of  the  cold.  The  author  would  lead  us  to  be- 
lieve in  the  literal  fulfilment  of  the  latiguuge  of  the  fable,  or  blowing 
hot  or  cold  in  the  same  breath.  In  another  part  of  his  work  be 
shewed  us  how  the  deleterious  operation  of  heat  is  mitigated  or 
prevented  by  increased  activity  of  the  res pirotory  apparatus.  We 
believe  tliat  he  mistakes  coincidences  or  co-existing  phenomena  for 
cause  and  effect,  a  besetting  sin  in  all  our  reasoning,  whether  phya- 
iolopcal  or  philosophical.  Thus  he  tells  us  that  young  birds, 
taken  from  their  nests  and  exposed  to  the  air  of  a  room  which 
wu  sixty-four  and  a  half  degrees  Fahr.,  lost  five  degrees  of  their 
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heat;  and  yet  their  respiration  was  accelerated  to  the  extent  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  breathings  in  a  minute,  which  lasted  for  twenty 
minutes. 

In  the  eleventh  chapter,  ^^  on  iranspiraHon^^^  Dr  Edwards  be- 
gins by  laying  down  the  position  that  this  process  is  gradually  de- 
creasing after  the.  lapse  of  a  certain  number  of  hours,  and  that  in 
man  this  period  will  embrace  about  six  hours,  from  six  in  the 
morning  until  noon.  The  losses  by  transpiration  are  he  thinks  pro- 
gressively less  after  this  last  epoch  on  tlirough  the  twenty-four  hours. 
The  author  notices  the  discrepances  between  Sanctorius,  and 
Keill  and  Dodart,  respecting  the  effect  of  a  meal  on  insensible 
perspiration  ;  he  does  not  agree  with  the  former  in  supposing  it  en- 
tirely checked  for  three  hours  after  a  meal.  In  reference  to  the 
influence  of  sleep  on  the  function,  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  action  of 
the  skin  is  often  greater,  as  we  see  in  children  during  this  state. 
The  effects  of  the  hygrometrical  condition  of  the  atmosphere  cor- 
respond with  those  already  detailed  on  reptiles  and  fishes.  A  dry 
air,  notwithstanding  the  evaporating  and  consequently  refrigerating 
power,  increases  transpiration  ;  an  agitated  air  has  the  same  effect, 
so  has  also  a  rarified  atmosphere.  We  do  not  clearly  comprehend 
the  section  in  tliis  chapter  in  which  the  author  endeavours  to  draw 
the  distinction  between  transpiration  by  evaporation  and  that  by 
transudation.  He  is  not  we  think  on  this  occasion  very  happy  in 
his  selection  of  terms  nor  in  his  explanation  of  them.  By  the  for- 
mer he  means  a  process  which  goes  on  in  the  dead  body  as  well  as 
the  living  in  virtue  of  the  porosity  of  organized  substances  by  which 
fluids  near  the  surfaces  in  contact  with  the  air  are  converted  into 
vapour.  By  transudation  he  wishes  us  to  understand  a  secretion  from 
the  skin  or  open  surface  usually,  though  not  necessarily,  palpably, 
fluid :  of  course  it  is  the  product  of  vitality. 

In  comparing  cutaneous  with  pulmonary  transpiration^  he  indi- 
cates as  one  point  of  difference  the  loss  of  fluid  from  the  lungs,  being 
entirely  by  evaporation  ;  there  is  properly  speaking  no  puhnonary 
transudation.  Hence  the  transpiration  from  these  organs  is  much 
more  regular  and  uniform  than  that  from  the  skin,  though  in  less 
quantity,  being  according  to  Lavoisier  and  Seouin  a  third  of  the 
entire  amount  of  transpiration  from  both  surfaces. 

Dr  Edwards,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  of  Seouik,  is  disposed, 
as  well  from  experiments  on  animals  as  from  observations  on  man, 
to  admit  cutaneous  absorption  in  water  to  an  extent  equivalent  to 
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the  loss  by  transpiration  in  the  same  medium. 

that  absorption  takes  place  in  a  humid  air,  and  that  the  actual  loss  of 
weight  in  such  a  medium  is  the  dilTerence  between  Ijie  loss  by  trans- 
piration and  the  gain  by  absorption,  the  former  process  prevailing 
over  iho  latter. 

In  the  fourteenth  chapter,  "  oh  temperature,"  we  are  presented 
with  an  account  of  the  various  experiments  made  to  determine  the 
degree  of  heat  which  can  be  borne  by  men  and  animals.  Od  tlus 
subject  reference  is  naturally  made  to  the  names  of  Tiixxt,  Do- 
iiAX£L,  FoBDycB,  Banks,  Bt-AODEiv,  Solakdjiu,  Dobson,  Dki^- 
BOcHE,  and  Beroer.  The  two  last  mentioned  gentlemen  exposed 
several  vertebral  animals,  such  as  a  cat,  a  rabbit,  a  pigeon,  a  yellow 
hammer  and  a  large  frog,  to  tbe  heat  of  a  stove,  ranging  from  one 
hundred  and  seven  degrees  to  one  hundred  and  thirteen  degrees 
Fahr.  during  an  hour  and  a  lialf  without  tlicir  suffering  much  incoo- 
venience.  Dobson  relates  the  instance  of  a  young  man  expoeed  to 
a'dry  heat  of  two  hundred  and  ten  degrees  Fnhr.  during  twenty  min- 
utes ;  his  pulse  rose  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-four 
beats  in  a  minute.  Beroer  supported  a  heat  of  two  hundred  utd 
twenty  nine  degrees  Fahr.  for  seven  minutes,  and  Blaoden  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  degrees  Fahr. 
during  eight  minutes. 

In  moist  heat,  as  a  vapour  bath,  Berosr  was  obliged  afler  twelve 
and  a  half  minutes  to  come  out  of  one  which  had  risen  from  one 
hundred  and  six  degrees  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  degrees 
during  his  stay  in  it.  He  was  weak,  barely  able  to  support  himself 
and  had  vertigo. 

In  regard  to  water,  we  are  told  that  Lehockiek  when  at  Bareges 
plunged  into  the  warmest  spring  at  one  hundred  and  thirteen  de- 
grees Fahr.  but  could  remain  in  it  only  eight  minutes. 

Increase  of  animal  heat  follows  exposure  to  a  very  elevated  tem- 
perature. Bbbuer  and  Delarocfib  exposed  animab  to  a  heal  va- 
rying from  129  to  200  degrees  Fahr.  and  found  that  their  bodies  had 
gained  from  11  to  12  degrees  Fahr. 

The  influence  of  cold  is  much  increased  by  air  in  motion.  In  one 
of  Pabry's  expeditions  to  the  north  west,  it  is  related  that  the  men 
could  hear  vety  readily  a  cold  and  calm  air  at  lero,  or  thirty-two 
degrees  bolow  freezing  point.  Whenever  the  wind  rose,  no  matter 
from  what  quarter,  there  was  an  elevation  of  (emperalut 
cold  was  then  felt  much  more  sensibly,  as  for  ii 
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when  the  mercury  was  at  20  degrees  Fahr.  above  zero.  Dr  Fishxb 
gives  a  still  stronger  case.  He  tells  us  that  they  were  not  so  much 
incommoded  by  a  cold  of  51  degrees  Fahr.  below  zero,  or  83  de- 
grees below  freezing  point  in  calm  weather,  as  they  were  by  the  air 
in  motion  or  blowing  at  zero. 

The  next  chapter,  ^^  en  the  influenee  of  light^**  contains  an  ex- 
position of  &cts,  going  to  shew  the  favourable  operation  of  this 
agent  on  the  development  of  animals  by  hastening  their  metamor- 
phoses and  their  growth.  We  do  not  feel  inchned  to  lay  much  stress 
on  the  fikcts  cited  from  Humboldt,  which  Dr  Edwards  introduces 
to  corroborate  his  argument.  Fulness  of  form,  and  regularity  and 
rotundity  of  outline  in  naked  savages  can  be  explained  as  readily  by 
the  circumstance  of  their  having  no  ligatures  or  bandages  of  cloth- 
ing, and  their  being  allowed  the  free  use  of  their  bodies  and  limbe, 
as  by  any  direct  agency  of  light. 

In  treating  of  ^^  the  dUeratians  in  the  air  by  reepiratian^^^  the 
author  first  shews,  by  comparative  experiments  on  different  animals, 
that  the  proportion  between  the  oxygen  which  disappears  and  the 
carbonic  acid  produced  varies  very  much  according  to  the  species, 
age  and  individual  peculiarity  of  the  animal. 

The  proportion  of  azote  in  the  expired  and  inspired  air  varies 
according  to  Dr  Edwabds  with  the  season.  '  In  summer  the  expired 
air  contained  an  excess  of  azote  over  the  inspired.  In  winter  the 
reverse  was  the  case ;  there  seemed  to  be  an  evident  absorption  of 
this  gas.  But  still  farther,  he  shews  that  both  its  exhalation  and 
absorption  are  constantly  going  on,  and  that  the  predominance  of  one 
of  these  functions  over  the  other  accounts  for  the  differences  just 
mentioned.  Azote  is  given  out  when  the  animal  breathes  oxygen 
and  hydrogen  gases  alone. 

The  formation  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  lungs  is  proved  hf  nume- 
rous experiments  in  the  work  before  us  to  depend  on  a  true  exhalation 
or  secretion  from  their  lining  surface.  Dr  Edwabds  found  that  it  is 
exhaled  by  the  mammifera,  reptiles,  fishes,  and  the  mollusca — ^indivi- 
duals of  all  of  which  classes  were  made  to  breathe  hydrogen  gas  alone 
for  a  length  of  time.  This  now  generally  received  fact  is  in  accor- 
dance with  all  that  we  know  of  sound  physiology,  and  wiU,  we  hope, 
serve  to  arrest  the  speculations  of  chemists  on  this  subject.  But  still 
farther,  on  the  authority  of  SpALLANZAia  and  of  Dr  Edwabds,  we 
learn,  that  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  exhaled  by  animals  breath- 
ing hydrogen  gas  alone  is  equal  to  that  given  out  when  they  inhale 
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aimosplieric  air.     The  four  fundamental  points  in  the  functioi 
respt  ration  nre, 

1 .  The  absorption  of  oxygen  gaa  which  tlisappears  : 

2,  The  Mhahtion  of  carbonic  acid  by  espiration  : 
:i.  The  absorption  of  azote  ; 

4.  The  exhalation  of  azote. 

The  absorbed  oxygen  may  in  part  contribute  to  the  formation  of 
carbonic  acid  in  the  blood  :  but  since  in  many  instances  animals 
have  breathed  hydrogen  gas  alone  for  a  length  of  time,  and  given 
out  carbonic  acid  freely  by  pulmonary  exhalation,  we  must  look  to 
other  sources  of  this  acid.  Of  tliese  the  digestive  canal  may  be  in- 
dicated alone.  The  experiments  and  observations  of  Jl'kinb, 
Cbbvrevl,  MAGENDtE  and  otJiers  prove  that  the  carbonic  acid 
exists  throughout  the  entire  extent  of  the  alimentary  canal,  is  formed 
during  digestion,  and  to  a  certain  amount  is  absorbed.  Dr  I>S8- 
poRTEB  has  related  cases  in  which  symptoms  of  as]ihyxia  were  in- 
duced by  this  cause, 

The  last  or  seventeenth  chapter  of  the  work  contains  the  "Oft- 
plicatunu"  of  the  preceding  experiments  and  observations. 

The  varieties  in  the  power  of  evolving  caloric  and  the  two  prioci- 
pal  examples  of  the  operation  of  cold  are  presented  by  the  author. 
The  first  is  in  the  class  of  hybernating  animals,  in  which  with  dimin- 
ished heat  there  is  a  gradual  torpor  of  all  the  fimctions.  The 
second  is  in  the  warm  blooded  animals,  whicli  are  not  prone  to  this 
periodical  lethargy,  but  on  which  cold  acts  by  accelerating  the  move- 
ments of  respiration  and  circulation.  We  cannot  refer  the  torpidity 
of  the  first  to  the  mere  diminution  of  the  external  temperature. 
Bleep  reduces  their  animal  heat  at  the  same  time  tliat  their  reepira- 
tion  is  less  active  and  they  become  in  a  measure  torpid.  A  conse- 
quence .deduced  Irom  this  fact  is  that  the  same  exposure  to  cold 
which  in  the  waking  state  of  man  would  have  no  unpleasant  effects 
will  be  decidedly  injurious  when  he  is  asleep. 

Both  dry  and  moist  uir  tend  when  applied  to  a  living  body  to  pro- 
duce cold ;  the  former  by  evaporation, the  latter  by  a  special  property 
ofdiminishing  the  evolution  of  caloric.  Dr  Euwards  inclines  to  the 
opinion  that  to  this  operation  of  this  latter  agent  we  ought  to  look 
for  the  cause  of  certain  intermittent  fevers,  which  occur  under  cir- 
i-umalancea  and  exposures  forbidding  the  most  remote  idea  of  the 
presence  of  marsh  miasmata.  Tliis  is  an  opinion  long  ngo  eoter- 
!amed  by  Guknini  of  Milan,  and  to  which  on  a    former  c 
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and  in  another  Journal'^  we  directed  the  attention  of  our  medical 
brethren  ;  with  the  adduction  on  our  part  of  evidences  fix>m  other 
writers  on  paludal  fevers. 

The  phenomena  attending  acclimatation  consist,  as  regards  the 
inhabitants  of  hot  countries  going  to  colder  ones,  in  their  gaining  a 
greater  proportionate  power  of  evolving  caloric,  and  in  reference  to 
individuals  from  cold  climates  becoming  residents  of  hot  ones,  in 
their  losing  after  a  time  a  portion  of  their  faculty  of  creating  heat 
The  inconveniences,  sufferings  and  diseases  in  either  case  will  depend 
on  the  tardiness  with  which  the  power  of  evolving  caloric  is  increased 
in  the  former  and  diminished  in  the  latter  case.  A  like  difference  is 
found  to  prevail  in  winter  and  summer — the  animal  heat  evolved  and 
evident  being  much  greater  in  the  first ;  nor  does  its  existence  in 
minor  degree  in  the  second  depend  as  is  commonly  believed  on 
evaporation. 

The  author  here  discusses  a  point  which  he  passed  over  in  the 
body  of  the  work.  It  is  whether  there  be  a  real  and  perceptible 
variation  of  the  temperature  of  man  and  animals  according  to  the 
seasons.  He  found  an  evident  difference  in  this  respect  in  spar- 
rows,— which  in  February  were  one  hundred  and  five  deg.  and  in 
July  one  hundred  and  ten  deg.  Fahr.  Mr  John  Davy  observed 
that  tlie  residents  of  the  island  of  Ceylon,  whether  nallres  or  stran- 
gers, had  a  greater  heat  than  the  usual  mean  by  one  or  two  degrees. 

The  increase  of  heat  in  the  body  during  disease  is  often  very  con- 
siderable. Dr  Prevost  of  Geneva  mentions  an  augmentation  of 
more  than  twelve  deg.  in  a  boy  affected  with  tetanus. 

The  operation  of  humid  cold  points  out  the  efficacy  of  cold  bathing 
in  diminishing  the  morbid  evolution  of  caloric,  or  of  aspersion  or 
ventilation  with  the  same  view. 

A  rarefied  and  dry  atmosphere,  while  it  diminishes  heat  by  evapo- 
ration, will  also  produce  other  phenomena  of  a  painful,  if  not  danger- 
ous nature-— as  when  persons  ascend  to  the  top  of  very  high  moun- 
tains. Their  burned  respiration  and  general  languor  and  distress 
are  removed  by  moisture,  even  though  the  atmosphere  be  rarefied  as 
before.  A  troublesome  affection  in  these  cases  is  vomiting,  which  Dr 
Edwabds  conceives  to  be  an  effect  of  the  diminished  relations  be- 
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tWMD  the  external  air  and  the  animal  eeonofDj.    He  produced 
fomiting  in  bfarda  by  keeping  them  aome  time  in  a  higUyiarefied  air. 

The  bad  effeeta  of  rapid  eraporabon  from  the  pulmonaty  surfiuse 
are  felt  in  the  oppreaaion  of  the  cheat  in  a  hot  atofe  room.  The  air 
in  fWwty  weather  containa  bat  little  watery  fapomr,  while  the  heat  of 
the  atof  e  by  derating  the  temperature  of  the  maaa  of  air  augnfenta 
ilB  capacity  of  aaturation  by  rapour — so  that  in  equal  temperatureB 
die  quantity  of  fluid  dianpated  by  evaporation  ia  greater  in  thia  aitu- 
alion  than  during  aummer.  Popular  practice  ip? ea  a  remedy  for 
thb  inconyenience  in  a  reaiel  of  water  placed  on  the  atove;  but  it  im 
miaufficient. 

The  extreme  aridity  of  the  akia  and  air  paaaagea  in  many  acuta 
diaeaaea  muat  be  attended  with  Yerf  bad  conaequencea  distinct  from 
the  diaeaae  of  which  it  may  be  one  of  the  effects.  A  moist  air 
inhaled,  and  moisture  to  the  skin  could  not  fidl  to  be  beneficial  in 
aueh  caaea,  and  perhaps  tend  to  diminish  thejr  mortality. 
.  The  pernicious  effects  of  cold  on  young  animalB,  and  the  known 
minor  temperature  of  in&nta  are  pointed  out  by  Dr  EnwABna  aa 
raaaona  for  a  rigid  attentiim  to  the  proper  meana  of  affording  pro- 
tection to  children  againat  a  low  temperature  of  which  adults  would 
hardly  complain.  The  changea  induced  by  exposure  of  young  sub- 
jects to  cold  are  slow  and  insidious. 

The  connexion  between  respiration  and  the  evolution  of  caloric 
receives  a  practical  application  in » the  treatment  of  pneumonia. 
The  danger  here  consists  in  the  restricted  relations  between  the  in- 
dividual and  the  external  air,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  lungs  to 
expand :  and  the  most  urgent  indication  is  to  place  the  system  in 
such  a  state  as  shall  enable  it  to  tolerate  this  limited  respiration.  In 
whatever  manner  the  blood  contributes  to  the  production  of  heat, 
we  know  of  a  certainty  its  agency  in  this  respect.  Of  course,  if 
we  detract  the  pabulum  of  heat  we  diminish  its  evolution,  and  the 
body  can  do  with  less  respiratory  effort  than  when  its  temperature  is 
much  exalted.  A  small  blood-letting  is  not  sufficient  for  this  pur- 
pose :  but  a  large  sanguineous  evacuation  cannot  but  diminish  the 
fiiculty  of  producing  heat ;  and  will  thereby  bring  the  system  to  that 
state  in  which  it  has  the  least  want  of  air.  The  relief  obtained  by 
the  operation  depends  in  part  on  another  circumstance  already  ad- 
verted to.  The  more  the  blood  abounds  in  globules  and  the  smaller 
the  quantity  of  water  in  it,  the  greater  is  the  evolution  of  caloric 
and  energy  of  respiration.     Detract  blood  to  a  considerable  extent 
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and  the  proportionate  quantity  of  the  globules  is  lessened.  Ab- 
sorption does  indeed  soon  supply  tlie  loss  of  blood  as  far  as  regards 
the  mere  fluid,  but  it  does  not  convey  the  globules  into  the  vessels  : 
it  carries  water  and  whatever  oth^r  substances  it  may  hold  in  solu- 
tion. Reduced  diet,  by  giving  a  supply  disproportionate  to  the  con- 
sumption of  tlie  globules,  will  have,  but  in  less  degree,  the  same 
eflect  with  bleeding. 

Here  we  conclude  our  analysis  of  the  work  of  Dr  Edwards.  If 
we  have  been  at  all  successful  in  our  task,  we  need  not  praise  the 
patient  observations  and  faitliful  experiments  and  cautious  inductions 
of  this  accurate  and  philosophical  physiologist.  He  has  done  that 
for  our  profession  which  must  to  him  be  a  source  of  higher  gra- 
tification than  all  the  prizes  of  the  academy.  He  has  given  a  large 
and  valuable  collection  of  data,  from  which  we  may  draw  the  most 
useful  deductions  for  physical  education,  the  preservation  of  health 
and  the  treatment  of  disease. 

There  are  near  seventy  pages  of  tables  at  the  end  of  the  work,  ex- 
hibiting the  numerical  results  of  a  great  number  of  experiments  alluded 
to  in  the  progress  of  the  inquiries  which  he  instituted.  The  appen- 
dix, for  which  Dr  Edwards  acknowledges  himself  indebted  to  his 
friends  M.  Prevost  and  M.  Dumas,  contains  a  succinct  account  of 
our  present  knowledge  of  animal  electricity  and  of  the  means  of  in- 
vestigating this  interesting  subject. 
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Abticlk  Xyill.— Report  of  the  Committer  of  the  PMladel 
Medical  Socieli/  appointed  to  collect  facts  in  relation  to  the  re- 
cent occurrence  of  SmaU  Pox  in  lids  City. 

It  having  been  currenlly  reported  thai  sevei'al  members  of  the 
medical  profession  had  lost  their  confidence  in  vaccination  to  such 
&  degree,  as  to  render  them  wilUng  to  recur  to  the  practice  of  in- 
oculation ;  and  considering  the  highly  important  interests  likely  to 
be  affected  by  such  a  rumour,  the  undersigned  were  appointed,  on 
ibe  I6lh  of  February,  a  committee  to  collect  facts  in  relation  to  the 
recent  occurrence  of  amall  pos  in  this  city,  and  report  to  the  bo- 
ciely.  Accordingly,onthe  18th  of  February  last,  they  issued  a  prin- 
ted circular  addressed  to  several  physicians  of  Philadelphia,  of  which 
they  submit  the  follomng  copy; — 


m 


Having  beenappalolcd  a  Ci^tomitlee  fromthe  Puit.ADELFEiA  Medii 
Society  Io  collacl  lticl«  in  relttioD  to  the  recent  occurrence  of  Suall  Po: 
have  Ulcen  Ihc  liberty  (a  request  of  you  ananawer  to  the  foIlowiDg  queries 

1.  Have  any  cases  of  Cenuiae  Sniall  Pos,  subsequent  to  Vaccination, 
UDder  youi  pergonal  oolice  ? 

2.  In  such  cases,  nhat  i 
properly  perTarmed  i 

S.  Hon  many  cuea  of  deaths  from  modified  Small  Pc 
pentmti  ooUee,  and  what  were  the  circumslancea  allmdiug  such  dealhi . 


."^ 


'e  you  for  believing  that  Vacdnntian  n 


*  [We  have  UDwUlitigly  eictaded  Erooi  the  present  nuubet  tiro  vali 
tides  fanning  our  Medical  Literature  Departnenl,  in  order  Id  make 
the  Report  of  the  Medical  Society  oa  Variola  and  Vicclna—aubjecli 
at  this  moment  peculiar  intaresl  from  the  oeeurreDCe  of  the  roimei  ai 
nie,  and  from  iti  occaaianally  attacking  protected  individual*.— £0.] 
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4.  How  many  caiM  of  Small  Poz  subsequent  to  previous  inoeulatkm  or  natu- 
ral Small  Poz  have  come  under  your  personal  notice  ? 

5.  In  the  last  set  of  cases  have  any  and  how  many  deaths  oceuned  ? 

6.  Have  any  facts  come  under  your  personal  notice,  tending  in  any  degree  to 
weaken  your  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  Vacdnation  as  a  preservative  against 
the/otoZ  effects  of  Small  poz  ? 

An  immediate  reply  to  the  above  queries  will  confer  a  very  great  finrour  on 

Tours  respectfully, 

EDWARD  JENNER  COXE, 
D.FRANCIS  CONDIE, 
CH.  D.  MEIGS. 

It  wiU  be  seen,  by  reference  to  dates,  that  a  veiy  prompt  and 
kind  attention  was  paid  to  the  above  queries  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  medical  practitioners,  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  this  conununity  and  the  profession  at  large : 
among  these,  we  might  enumerate  several  gentlemen,  who  at  an 
early  period  rendered  the  most  signal  services  to  the  cause  of  vac- 
cination, and  who,  in  the  progress  of  an  enlarged  experience  and 
with  a  more  mature  judgment,  have  not  lost  any  part  of  their  con- 
fidence in  its  antivariolous  efiicacy. 

Your  committee  will  not  refrain  from  an  expression  of  thanks  to 
the  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly,  out  of  respect  to  the  Medical 
Society,  co-operated  in  this  investigation ;  this  promptitude  on  their 
part  has  been  a  source  of  heart  felt  satisfiiction,  not  a  little  increased 
by  the  proofii  contained  in  their  letters  of  unanimity  as  to  a  great 
and  beneficent  doctrine,  which,  tending  to  avert  one  of  the  most 
deadly  of  human  evils,  deserves,' like  the  doctrines  of  religion  and 
liberty,  the  warm  support  and  cordial  acceptance  of  every  enlight- 
ened citizen.  This  unanimity  so  consoling  to  the  fiiends  of  vacci- 
nation could  not  have  existed,  had  the  doctrines  of  Jeiinxr  de- 
pended on  unsubstantial  hypotheses  for  their  only  basis  and  confir- 
mation. 

Although  the  history  of  vaccination  is  a  history  of  its  uniform  and 
ascendant  progress  over  all  obstacles,  whether  of  ignorance,  preju- 
dice or  avarice,  there  have  always  been  those,  who,  imwilling  or 
unable  to  survey  the  whole  subject,  which  ought  to  carry  conviction 
to  every  judgment,  have  preferred  to  rely  on  their  own  limited  ex- 
perience of  a  few  doubtful  exceptions  and  reject  the  boon  of  Jki- 
NEB,  rather  than  yield  assent  to  a  mass  of  evidence  such  as  has 
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scarcely  ever  been  accumulated  io  any  otlier  department  of  btimn 
inTGStigation.  The  doubts,  hesitancy  and  fears  of  euch  tndividuala 
ougbt  not,  and  it  ia  believed  will  not,  prevent  the  extension  and  ulti- 
mate triumph  of  vaccination )  when  liie  variolous  contagioD,  like 
tlie  Jewish  leprosy,  shall  cease  to  deform  ^d  destroy  tlie  race  of 
man.  The  dogma  of  Willis,  "  Convenil  enim  liomini  omni,  soli 
et  aemel,  variolis  aut  morbillia  affici,"  has  already  ceased  ti 
or  accepted,  however  true  it  might  have  been  anteriorly  to  l] 
searches  of  Jenker. 

Notntlhstanding  that  the  anxiety  of  the  public  mind  and  4; 
very  few  physicians,  in  relation  to  the  prevailing  varioloid  aHectioiM, 
may  appear  to  derive  some  grounds  from  the  number  of  persons 
who  subsequent  to  vaccination  have  EUstained  an  attack,  your  com- 
mittee find  it  difficult  to  conceive  of  the  necessity  for  stronger  evi- 
dence in  favour  of  the  vaccine  than  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the 
people.  What  corroboration  in  fact  is  necessary  or  possible,  where 
it  is  admitted,  on  the  experience  of  half  a  century,  that  millions  of 
lives  have  been  preserved ;  that  variola  lias  from  some  countries 
been  wholly  exterminated,  and  in  most  parts  of  the  globe  disarmed 
of  its  dangers  and  deformity ;  that  thousands  of  individuals,  protected 
by  its  means,  have  been  inoculated,  and  with  impunity  exposed  to 
the  concentrated  contagion  of  small  po.T  ;  in  fme,  since  the  growing 
lights  of  experience  and  philosophy  teach  botli  reason  and  llie  senses 
that  the  doctrine  of  Jesiseb  is  incontrovcrtibly  true  ? 

But  the  public  mind,  in  all  the  concerns  of  health,  derives  its  im- 
press, in  a  great  measure,  from  tlial  of  tlie  medical  profession,  and 
it  b  true,  that  some  individuals  in  this  city  have  freely  expressed  their 
doubts  and  apprehensions  in  relation  to  varioloid  susceptibility,  TJio 
ignorance  of  the  public  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  the  vital  actions  is  not 
amatter  of  astonishment  or  a  subject  of  censure  ;  and  the  alarm 
80  naturally  created  by  the  occurrence  of  a  severe  varioloid  erup- 
tion can  only  be  allayed  by  the  soothing  and  confident  voice  of  tbc 
physician :  but  that  the  latter,  also,  should  lake  the  alarm,  and 
concur  in  giving  wJngs  to  rumour,  is  a  circumstance  most  deeply 
to  be  regretted. 

It  is  scarce  necessary  to  state  to  the  society,  that  ibis  can  only 
arise  from  imperfect  or  erroneous  views  of  the  power  of  certoin 
causes  to  modify,  and  that  permanently,  the  physical  constitution  of 
man. 

The  proposition  to  be  solved  in  the  premises  is  not,  whether  noy 
cause  can  so  change  the  structure,  irriiabilttn  and  sensibility  of  the 
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living  tissues  as  to  incapacitate  them  from  suffering  a  second  im- 
pression from  a  similar  cause  ;  for  there  is  no  physiologist  who  will 
deny  the  affirmative  to  be  true.  Mankind  wish  to  know  whether 
vaccina  can  so  change  the  structure  or  properties  of  the  tissues,  as 
to  render  them  unsusceptible  of  the  impressions  of  variola.  This  is 
the  question  which  agitates  the  public  mind :  ShaU  ite  be  safe  from 
small  pox  if  we  are  vaccinated?  The  committee,  willing  to  leave 
out  of  the  question  all  the  testimony  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 
the  by  gone  experience  of  the  whole  United  States,  are  prepared  to 
answer,  from  the  documents  now  on  the  table,  yes  : — these  docu- 
ments prove  it  incontestably.  The  Society  will  hear  them  in  a  sub- 
sequent part  of  this  report. 

Who  doubts  that  measles,  once  suffered,  incapacitates  that  indivi- 
dual, in  all  future  time,  from  undergoing  the  same  pathological 
state  ?  And  yet  what  practitioner,  of  a  few  years'  standing,  has  not 
witnessed  a  second  attack  of  rubeola  ?  Is  not  the  same  thing  true 
as  regards  parotitis,  varicella,  scarlatina,  pertussis,  &c.  ?  Confess- 
edly, these  diseases  have  been  known  to  attack  a  second,  and  even 
a  third  time,  in  numerous  instances,  ever  since  they  first  became  the 
subjects  of  medical  history,  and  this  too,  without  invalidating  the 
truth  of,  or  preventing  the  public  reliance  on,  the  general  rule,  that 
an  attack  is  only  sustained  once  by  each  individual. 

If  this  point  be  conceded,  it  may  be  used  as  an  unanswerable  ar- 
gument against  those  who  have  so  causelessly  abandoned  their  faith 
in  the  guardian  power  of  vaccination  ;  for  it  shews  that  exceptions 
to  the  modifying  power  occur  in  all  diseases. 

The  constitutions  of  men  being  not  all  alike,  one  individual  may 
suffer  severely  with  an  undoubted  rubeola  or  variola,  without  under- 
going that  perfect  and  exempting  modification  which,  in  another,  is 
effected  by  a  much  slighter  attack, — hence,  we  not  very  unfrequent- 
ly  find  tliat  individuals,  (as  in  the  patients  noticed  by  Dr  Otto  and 
Dr  Condie)  who  are  deeply  pitted  from  the  pustular  suppurations  of 
small  pox,  arc  attacked  a  second  time,  while  those,  on  whom  the  ar- 
rows of  pestilence  lefl  not  a  single  trace,  escape  a  second  assault 
entirely,  though  frequently  and  openly  exposed  to  the  contagion.  In 
this  place,  we  may  take  occasion  to  say,  that  it  is  probable  that 
greater  malignity  of  the  virus  or  miasma  will  be  found  to  occasion 
a  renewed  attack  in  those  partially  protected  constitutions  which, 
under  its  ordinary  ratio  of  intensity,  would  have  remained  wholly 
undisturbed.     And  such  an  hypothesis  may  be  reasonably  adduced 
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in  esplanation  of  the  more  frequent  occurrence  of  varioloid  disease 
since  the  epidemic  constitution  first  manifested  itaelf  in  Scutland. 
Not  only  Kas  it  been  proved  that  the  human  constitution  is  suscepti- 
ble of  such  modification  of  textural  or  vital  properties  by  the  eonia- 
gums  duetueSt  it  has  beSn  clearly  shewn  in  Germany,  that  even  me- 
dieituil  pltaUs  are  capable  of  withdrawing  us  from  the  influence  of 
tlieee  contagions  :  thus,  belladonna,  which  in  certdn  doses  produces 
a  scarlet  efRoresconce  or  inflammation  of  the  skin,  is  habitually  re- 
sorted to  by  many  practitioners  in  Uiat  country,  to  anticipate,  aa  by 
a  substituent  and  safe  inoculation,  the  more  dangerous  or  mortal 
assault  of  scarlatina;  a  practice  by  means  of  which  many  lives  have 
already  been  rescued  from  a  premature  termination.  This  bomcc- 
□pathic  practice  is  but  a  result  of  the  original  proposition  of  Dr 
Jenker. 

Jekkixb's  immortality  is  due  to  tliis,  that  he  firat  invented  and  sue- 
cessfully  practised  the  art  of  substituting  a  mild  and  safe  animal 
poison,  to  effect  that  modification  of  the  constitution  which  previously 
had  only  been  produced  by  a  harsh  and  often  mortal  one. 

Your  committee  wiU  not  here  use  arguments  to  prove  that  vac- 
cina is  a  substitute  in  this  operation  for  small  pox;  or  that  it  pro- 
duces, without  pain  or  hazard,  an  equal,  if  not  superior,  protective 
modification  of  the  physical  constitution.  Tliey  leave  this  cjuestion 
to  be  again  decided  on  a  review  of  our  correspondence,  as  it  has 
already  been  for  the  millionth  time  in  various  parts  of  tlie  globe. 

Much  of  the  hesitation  and  error  at  present  prevailing  among  us 
baa  arisen  from  the  circumstance,  that  the  early  friends  of  vaccina- 
tion, like  those  of  inoculation,  believed  and  boasted  too  mucli ; 
they  boldly  asserted  that  vaccination  was  a  perfect  safeguard  in  all 
cases ;  and  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  numerous  facts,  demonstrably 
proving  that  the  most  violent  course  of  small  pox  could  not  always 
withdraw  the  sufferer  from  the  power  of  a  second  infection.  It  is 
not  surprising  that  the  enemies  of  vaccination  should  have  seized 
upon  the  exceptions,  to  shew  that,  as  a  part  of  the  doctrine  was 
untrue,  the  whole  might  or  must  be  so.  Such  is  actually  the  state 
of  things  in  this  city ;  and  it  seems  to  us  that  if  the  public  could  be 
once  completely  enlightened  as  to  the  real  degree  of  eflicacy,  these 
exceptions  would  weigh  not  a  feather  against  the  general  tenor  and 
amount  of  our  success,  absolute  and  perfect.  Mr  Jakes  Moose, 
author  of  the  histories  of  vaccination  and  small  pox,  admits  that  be 
had  been  one  of  these  osserlors  of  indiscriminate  success,  s 
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tices  the  ill  effect  of  such  mistakes,  but  he  reformed,  and  corrected 
his  error,  as  most  enlightened  persons  have  done  beyond  the  Atlantic. 
The  miserably  lean  and  meagre  state  of  the  medical  press  in  this 
country,  which  has  given  us  no  copy  of  those  works  and  many 
others  on  the  same  subject,  must  be  charged  with  the  perpetuation 
of  the  error  on  this  side  of  the  ocean  ;  else  it  would  be  incredible 
that  so  many  years  of  experience  and  such  reiterated  announce- 
ments should  have  lefl  any  part  of  the  profession  in  ignorance  of 
their  mistake.  If  the  public  had  been  told  how  far  they  could  rely, 
they  would  never  have  been  disappointed. 

The  varioloid  epidemics  have  produced,  it  is  said,  a  larger 
amount  of  exceptions  than  had  been  noticed  previously  to  their  oc- 
currence in  Scotland  and  England,  where  they  appeared  first  about 
the  year  1813,  and  where  they  excited  the  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment of  the  people,  who  had  so  long  rested  in  a  confident  and  un- 
dbturbed  security  under  the  guardianship  of  the  vaccine. 

Your  committee  are  not  disposed  to  deny,  that  since  the  year 
1813  a  far  greater  number  of  vaccinated  persons  have  been  attack- 
ed by  a  mild  and  modified  small  pox,  than  had  antecedently  to  that 
year  been  affected  by  it ;  but  this  circumstance,  which  has  occa- 
sioned such  great  consternation  and  fear,  will,  on  a  candid  inquiry, 
be  seen  to  redound  greatly  to  the  credit  and  promotion,  instead  of 
to  the  defeat  and  overthrow,  of  the  Jennerian  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice. 

This  is  undeniably  true,  as  to  the  popular  confidence  in  Europe; 
for  it  may  be  safely  averred,  that  the  varioloid  epidemics,  especially 
those  of  Norwich  and  Edinburgh,  have  confirmed  and  established 
its  credit  with  the  inhabitants,  who,  while  they  have  beheld  the  un- 
usual spectacle  of  a  vaccinated  individual  affected  with  a  mild  and 
modified  variola,  frequently  met  with  a  severer  form  of  the  disease 
in  those  who  had  previously  undergone  the  natural  or  inoculated 
small  pox.  Finding  an  invariable  security  neither  from  inocula- 
tion nor  vaccination,  they  have  learned  to  prefer  the  latter,  as  the 
most  invariable  and  complete  protection.  The  documents  on  the 
table  teach  us  that  the  same  results  are  to  be  expected  from  the 
exactly  similar  occurrences  of  the  prevailing  epidemic  of  this  city. 

While  on  this  topic  of  exceptions,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe 
that  there  are  many  circumstances  to  be  offered  in  explanation  and 
excuse  of  this  greatly  augmented  occurrence  of  modified  small  pox. 
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Theliislory  of  the  genuine  disease  ia  full  of  examples,  shewing  IlT 
greater  violence,  prevalence  and  mortality  at  one  time,  or  during 
one  Gjiideniic  coiistitulion,  tliao  another.  In  some  eeasona  it  waa  a 
mild  and  safe  disease,  if  compared  with  its  deadly  ravages  and  in- 
fectiouEnesG  in  others.  Possibly,  the  rare  appearance  of  varioloid 
eruptions,  previously  to  the  outbreaking  of  [he  Scottish  epidemic, 
may  have  depended  on  the  mildness  of  tlie  antecedent  conslilutton  ; 
and  it  is  conceived  tfial  tliig  supposition  derives  support  Irom  the 
exceeding  great  mortality  of  small  pos  occurring  in  the  unprotect- 
ed since  that  period,  and  from  the  fncl  that  secondary  small  pox,  or 
that  Inking  place  in  persons  who  had  previously  been  variolated,  is 
iniinilely  more  common  and  obvious,  witiiin  the  last  fiReen  years, 
than  it  had  been  in  any  equal  previous  duration  t  so  common  has 
this  occurrence  become,  that  some  have  imagined  a  new  and  unde- 
scribed  disease,  or  have  regarded  itas  an  epidemic  varicella:  but  with- 
out seeking  in  these  phenomena  the  evidences  of  a  new  and  im- 
heard  of  epidemic,  we  may  more  rationally  refer  them  to  an 
augmented  intensity  and  malignancy  of  the  variolous  miasma- 
Moreover,  has  not  the  precious  boon  of  JEX^'EH  lost,  by  our  &tnili- 
arily  with  it,  some  degree  of  that  almost  sacred  respect  with  which 
its  inestimable  worth  ought  to  inspire  the  minds  of  physicians,  who 
are  its  sole  depositories?  Did  not  a  long  impunity  and  uninter- 
rupted enjoyment  render  us  foi^etful  of  the  precepts  of  this  mo- 
m^tous  subject?  Hundreds  of  persons  have  been  vaccinated  by 
those  who  were  totally  unqualilied  to  judge  of  the  genuine  or  faulty 
character  of  vaccina.  Is  there  not  a  common  disregard  to  the 
stale  of  the  skill  and  the  other  requisite  provisions  for  its  success- 
ful application  ?  Do  not  three  or  four  careless  inspections  of  the 
vesicle  commonly  suflice  for  all  attention  and  cautiousness;  and  as 
to  the  records  of  cases,  what  are  they  more  than  a  loose  chaise  ^ 
the  day  book,  or  a  treacherous  reminiscence  of  a  long  foi 
and  common  event? 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  may  cite  the  present  condition 
the  vaccine  virus  in  this  country,  every  specimen  of  which  is  proba- 
bly derived  in  line  direct  from  original  samples  sent  from  Europe  a. 
quarter  of  a  century  ago.  It  is  a  very  common  and  loud  complaint 
that  we  do  not  communicate  vaccine  so  readily  and  certainly  as  we 
could  some  years  since  ;  and  one  of  our  respected  correspondents, 
RicoAim  Hasl-ut,  M.D.  suggests  that  this  may  be  owing 
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terioration  of  the  Ijonph.     He  recommends  that  it  should  be  rege- 
nerated by  resorting  again  to  its  original  source. 

Having  already  hinted  at  the  sentiment  which  has  found  some 
degree  of  currency,  viz.  that  the  existing  epidemic  owes  its  rise  to 
a  poison  different  from  genuine  variola,  we  will,  without  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  the  subject,  remark  that,  from  the  documents 
before  us,  we  remain  convinced, 

1 .  That  the  disease,  when  affecting  persons  not  previously  vario- 
lated or  vaccinated,  is  the  genuine  small  pox  of  authors : 

2.  That  in  those  who  have  previously  had  variola  or  vaccina,  it 
is  small  pox  modified  more  or  less,  by  the  state  of  the  consti- 
tution : 

3.  That  modified  small  pox,  or  varioloid,  as  it  is  commonly  termed, 
may,  as  to  symptoms,  approximate  indefinitely  near  to  the  clearly 
defined  characters  of  genuine  variola. 

With  regard  to  the  average  number  of  absolute  exemptions  from 
variolous  influence  obtained  by  tlic  ordinary  practice  of  vaccination, 
your  committee  cannot  ofier  any  positive  information,  for  want  of 
official  documents.  In  France,  more  than  two  and  a  half  millions 
of  persons  remained  completely  exempt  during  a  lapse  of  thirteen 
years.  And  in  this  city,  small  pox  found  not  a  single  victim  in  the 
years  1812,  13,  14,  15,  20,  21  and  22*. 

Our  present  population  amounts  to  about  140,000  souls  ;  and  we 
infer,  from  the  most  careful  inquiry  we  have  been  able  to  make, 
that  80,000  of  these  dei)end  solely  on  vaccina  for  their  protection 
against  small  pox.  One  hundred  persons  died  here  with  variola 
in  the  year  1827  ;  and  although  the  mortality  bills  contain  no  re- 
ports under  the  head  of  varioloid  or  modified  small  pox ;  our  docu- 
ments shew  tliat  ten  persons  arc  said  to  have  died  with  variolous 
disease  subsequent  to  vaccination,  and  that  nine  persons  perished  in 
the  same  way  afler  previous  small  pox.  We  will  examine  the  pre- 
tensions of  these  cases  in  another  place. 

Drs  Mitchell  and  Bell,  in  their  valuable  communication  on 
the  epidemic  of  1823-4,  state  that  of  248  cases  of  tlie  disease  na- 


*  Dr  LuDER  of  Altona  states  that  of  234,959  persons  subjected  to  Tsccina- 
tion  in  Holstein,  from  the  years  1801  to  1822,  only  two  individuals  had.been  af- 
fected with  small  pox,  so  late  as  the  year  1824 ;  while  in  the  same  period  of 
time,  only  one  person  had  been  attacked  by  modified  small  pox,  out  of  447,605 
who  were  vaccinated  in  the  kingdom  of  Denmark. 
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tonl  and  modifad,  that  came  under  their  notice,  92  pro? ed  &tal ; 
to  wit,  unprotected  86— ^ reriooa  BnaU  poz  6 — ^faccinated  1.  This 
taUe  alone  oontaina  confincing  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  yacci- 
nation. 

C.  CoMsoTV,  Esq.  President  of  the  Board  of  Heahh,  obligingly 
transmitted  to  ns  a  table  (famished  by  Bfr  Jos.  Pbtob,  clerii  to  the 
Board)  of  the  cases  of  disease  reported  to  the  Board  since  their  pro- 
clamation in  April  last. 

FroB  the  Ist  April  to  dlst  December  1827, 

Small  pox,  181 

Modified  small  poz,  .4 

Variola,  ....  6 

From  1st  January  1828  to  19th  Felmiary, 
Small  pox, 


From  1st  April  to  3  Ist  December  1827, 

Varioloid,  ....         124 

From  Ist  January  to  19th  February  1828, 

Do.  .  .     49 


173 


The  respective  numbers  are  177  and  235. 


From  the  clerk's  letter  it  will  be  seen,  as  above,  that  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  requisitions  of  the  proclamation,  there  have  been  report- 
ed, from  the  1st  of  April  1827  to  the  19th  of  February  1828,  412 
cases  of  disease,  under  the  several  denominations  of  smaU  pox^ 
modified  small  pox,  variola  and  varioloid :  but,  inasmuch  as  many 
practitioners  have  not  reported  their  modified  cases  at  all,  and  many 
persons  have  had  it  so  lightly  as  to  require  no  medical  prescription, 
we  are  led  to  believe  that  about  1000  cases  of  the  disease  have  oc- 
curred both  under  its  genuine,  and  mitigated  aspect.  Supposing 
then  that  235  cases'  of  genuine  variola  had  occurred  up  to  the  1 9th 
of  last  month,  we  have  a  balance  of  765  cases,  to  place  under  the 
heads  of  small  pox  subsequent  to  variola,  and  small  pox  subsequent 
to  vaccina.    The  committee  will  not  attempt  an  estimate  of  the 
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numbers  appropriate  to  the  two  last  divisions.  Tbey  only  suggest, 
that  at  least  80,000  vaccinated  persons  inhabit  this  city.  The  ratio 
of  the  unprotected  and  variolated  is  not  to  be  found. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  lay  before  the  society  an  abstract  of  the 
several  letters  received  in  answer  to  our  printed  circular,  viewing 
this  as  the  means  of  communicating  the  liveliest  idea  of  the  actual 
state  of  professional  sentiment  here.  In  making  this  abstract  many 
highly  interesting  details  must  of  necessity  be  omitted,  but  it  is  con- 
ceived they  will  not  be  lost  if  securely  placed  in  the  archives. 

Dr  Atleb,  Seit.  reports  no  case  of  genuine  small  pox  after  successful  vacci- 
nation ;  nor  death  from  modified  small  pox  :  but  has  witnessed  one  fatal  case  in 
an  individual  who  had  previously  had  inoculated  small  pox. 

Dr  Atl.ee,  Jr  has  seen  only  one  case  of  genuine  small  pox  in  a  vacci- 
nated subject.  In  this  case  the  vaccination  had  been  performed  by  a  **  highly 
distinguished  practitioner  now  deceased,"  who  was  satisfied  with  the  vaccine 
phenomena ;  but  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Dr  Atlee  found  only  a  dull  tohUe 
mark  instead  of  the  cicatrix  and  foveole.  Has  witnessed  no  death  from  modifi- 
ed small  pox,  nor  a  case  of  genuine  variola  after  variola :  but, "  I  have  seen  severe 
cases  of  varioloid,  after  the  contagion  had  been  received  in  either  way.  None  of 
these  were  fatal."  Lastly,  **  My  own  personal  observation,'*  says  Dr  Atl.ee,  **  has 
in  no  degree  tended  to  weaken  my  confidence  in  vaccination,  having  tested  its 
efficacy  by  exposing  my  own  children,  and  some  of  my  patients,  to  small  pox  of 
a  fatal  character  with  perfect  impunity." 

Dr  W.  D.  Brinckle,  physician  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital.  "  Believing  that  the 
lightest  case  of  what  has  been  termed  varioloid  will  produce  small  pox  in  the 
unprotected,  I  must  regard  them  as  the  same  disease."  Premising  this  explana- 
tion, Dr  B.  infoims  us,  that  he  has  had  under  his  personal  notice  38  cases  of 
small  pox  subsequent  to  vaccination — some  very  violent  and  some  exceedingly 
mild.  What  proportion  of  these  would  by  other  physicians  have  been  called 
genuine  small  pox,  he  is  unable  to  say.  Dr  B.  remarks,  that  it  would  be  difficult 
for  him  to  determine  whether  vaccination  had  been  properly  performed  in  these 
cases.  His  information,  shewing  that  they  had  been  vaccinated,  was  drawn  from 
the  patients,  their  friends,  the  cicatrix,  and  in  one  instance  the  vaccinator,  a 
gentleman  to  be  relied  on :  where  the  cicatrix  was  wanting,  the  case  was  not 
considered  as  a  vaccinated  one. 

Dr  B.  states,  that  he  has  known  no  death  from  modified  small  pox,  and  be- 
lieves no  such  death  has  occurred ;  but  has  lost  four  patients  with  small  pox,  ta- 
ken after  vaccination,  viz.  1.  Lewis  Jackson  (coloured),  who  was  vaccinated  in 
Boston  ten  years  ago,  and  was  doing  well  until  attacked  by  diarrhea,  which  car- 
ried him  off  after  being  17  days  in  the  hospital.  2.  Catharine  Brown  (coloured) 
vaccinated  8  years  ;  doing  well  until  an  abortion  with  considerable  uterine  he- 
morrhage took  place,  after  which  she  grew  worse  and  died,  being  14  days  in  the 
hospital.    3.  John  Blorris  (coloared),  and  4.  Geo.  Epply  (white  man),  the  for- 
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met  Tacdoifed  T.  tnii  the  latter  14  yarn  prerimulj',  were  the  olber  individutli. 
John  Morris  was  3  days,  and  George  Cpply  4  diya  in  the  hospital. 

Dt  BnincELE  Tiulher  informB  us,  that  he  has  had  14  coses  oC  secoadar;  small 
pox.  of  which  12  occurred  after  ptenoua  iaoculalian,  and  2  aflei  previous  natural 
smiilt  poi.  Two  of  these  14  died,  to  wit,  James  Prilcharduid  SpeucerJacluoD. 
DiB.ahhough  hoadmils  that  the  facta  which  have  come  under  lus  "  poraonal 
ootlcfl  htiTB  tended  ia  no  small  degree"  to  tvealiea  his  cooGdenee  in  the  "  effi- 
cacy of  vacclimtioD  as  a  pceecrvative  againat  the  Talal  eSecls  of  amall  pox,"  yet 
would  Dol  have  it  inferred,  that  be  la  "  prepared  to  abandon  vaccination,  or  that 
Its  ethcacy  as  a  preservative  against  the  (alal  eSects  of  small  pot  is  considered  by 
me  (DrB,)  as  inferior  to  inoculation."  "Host  uncqul vocally  do  I  avow  ray 
conviction,  that  vacclnalion  is  still  to  be  preferred  to  inoculation."  The  result 
of  bis  eTperienee  eatabllshei  him  In  the  belief  that "  when  the  dlieuo  oecun  in 
the  vaccitialed  it  is  usually  lighter  than  when  il  takes  place  in  the  inoculated." 
In  a  second  note  be  says,  "  I  wish  it  to  be  dlstiaclly  understood,  that,  until 
the  occurrcDce  of  the  ptesent  epidemic,  I  never  mrl  with  a  case  of  small  pox 
(neither  genuine  nor  modilied)  subsequent  to  vaecuiation  or  variolation,  although 
1  had  seen  mauy  of  the  vaccinated,  and  some  of  the  variolated  exposed  to  it. 
On  hearing  of  eases  of  variola  oecunfng  after  vaccina,  I  was  Ifaerefore  ted  to  be- 
lieve that  the  vaccination  could  not  have  been  properly  perfoiroed.  But  when 
personal  ohservation  convinced  me,  that  individuals,  who  bore  'prima  facie" 
evidence  of  having  been  properly  variolated,  conld  again  have  small  pox,  the 
eonvictioD  was  Irresistible,  that  the  same  thing  could  oecttnonaUy  happen  alter 
vaccination.  Impressed  with  this  belief,  my  coufidencG  in  vacdaallon  If  in  one 
«ense,  and  only  in  one  sense,  weakened.  But  my  confidence  in  the  prophylactic 
power  of  inoculation,  as  well  as  of  natural  variolation,  has  dimiulsbed  in  an 
equal,  if  not  in  a  greater  degree. 

"  Decidedly  favourable,  then,  as  I  am  to  vaccination.  1  should  really  do  injus- 
tice to  the  discovery  of  the  Immortal  Jenwer,  were  1  to  contend  that  a  properly 
vaccinated  individual  could  not  under  any  circumstances  l>e  subsequently  at- 
tacked by  small  pox. 

*•  To  conclude,— the  result  of  my  present  conviction  is,  that  when  small  pox 
does  not  prevail  with  unuiual  rndlignily  vaccination  ia  a  complete  safeguard  to 
the  conilltution.  But  when  (mall  pox  does  prevail  with  unusunl  malignity, 
vaccination,  to  say  the  leksl  of  il.  is  still  quite  as  ciTectual  a  preservative  against 
the  fatal  e^cts  of  small  pox  as  variolation,  whuthor  naturally  or  artificially  In- 

Tim  following  additional  note  will  explain  itself. 

"  March  8, 1S2S. 


"I  understand  a  report  is  in  circulation,  thatDr  Phvsice'b  confidence  In  vac- 
cinaUon  has,  for  the  last  ten  years,  been  gradually  tliminishbig.  Knowing  tlie 
report  to  bo  without  foundation,  I  unhesitatingly  assume  the  responsibility  of 
•tating  most  eipllcllly, 

"  I.  That  Dr  Phtbick's  confidence  in  vaccination  has  not  been  diminishing 
for  the  la<l  ten  years. 

■■  S.  That  Dr  PursiCK  bu  as  much  confidence  In  vacciuatioo  now  u  be 
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SHALL  POX. 


Ir  PiiTaicK'i  eot^dtnct  ia 


■*  >.  Hit,  u  an  evidence  oF 
coatinuei  to  recommend  It. 

"  I  have  Ibe  hoDout  lo  be,  Gentleineo, 
"Very  teapectfuUy, 

"  Youi  obedient  •erranl, 

"  W,  D.  BHINCKLE." 
"  Dw  MciOB,  Cdicb  idcI  Cowdie, 

"  C-unmiltM  from  Medical  Society." 

Dt  Hekbit  Bond,  Id  five  yeira  lut  put,  hu  had  two  cases  of  small  pox 
■ftei  reputed  vaccinalian.  Oao  of  Iheie  was  a  boy  eight  years  old,  vaccinated 
four  ycui  before  by  a  physlciao  who  had  no  record  or  remembtance  of  the  fact ; 
his  atms  had  no  cicatrii,  and  hi«  blends  ncre  of  tljo  very  lowest  class.  This  pa- 
tient died,  (vhen  the  secondoiy  fcrev  supervened,  of  what  ippeared  to  be  genu' 
ino  small  poi.  The  Kcond  case  described  by  Dr  Boivd,  from  the  early  fall  of 
the  crusts,  ftc.  seems  lo  have  been  very  much  modified.  His  patieni  recovered. 
The  cotomlllee  consider  these  cases  as  not  at  all  incouiisteDt  with  (he  assertions 
of  Dt  B.  that  be  has  seen  no  case  whore  there  was  danger  of  death  or  defoimity 
in  an  individual  who  had  been  undoubtedly  vaccinated.  He  slates  thalbecould 
cite  numerous  cases  inproof  of  Ibe  protective  efficacy  of  vaccination,  but  di 
it  unnecessary  lo  do  so. 

Dr  Joun  ButnEs  relates  his  eip«rienee  as  having  been  derived  ttom  tlui 
□Gcuirence  of  small  pax  and  vatiokud  disease  to  the  amount  at  between  two  antf 
three  hundred  cases,  and  replies  (o  the  whole  of  out  queries — JVant. 

Dr  Jomi  Bei-i.  has  seen  case*  or  eruptive  disease,  resetobiing  smell  pol  in 
all  esscntiat  particulars,  after  vaccination;  the  evidence  ot  this  opcraljon  being  de- 
rived from  the  »car,  ur  the  informaUon  of  parents  or  friends  :  but  he  has  « 
instance  of  death  from  the  abovementioned  cases.  Me  has  had  no  case  of  se- 
coodary  small  pox  during  the  present  visitation.  He  lefeta  to  the  four  t 
afthb  salt,  of  which  a  history  has  already  been  given  in  Mitchell  and  BEU.'e 
account  of  the  small  pox  of  1823 — I.  See  the  North  Am.  Med.  and  Sui^.  Juor- 
nal,  Nos.  I  and  2. 

Although,  of  a  given  number  of  cases  of  small  pox  after  mccinalion,  he  !>■« 
seen  moro  violent  attacks  this  season  than  in  the  former  epidemic  :  yet.  on  a  re- 
view of  the  whole  evidence,  not  inconsiderable,  he  can  confidently  ii 
DO  facts  have  come  under  his  personal  notice,  lending,  in  any  degree,  to  weaken 
his  confidence  In  the  effkaty  of  vaccirution  as  a  preservative  against  the  fatal 
effecti  of  small  pox.  Wherever  the  danger  (with  one  exception)  hu  been  Im- 
minent, he  has  had  good  ressona  lo  doubt  if  the  vaccination  was  properly  per- 
formed. In  these  doubtful  cases  [which  have  all  recovered)  the  symptoms 
were  such  as  in  unequivocal  small  pox  would  have  augured  a  fatal  leniuaalion. 

Dt  Fhahklin   Bacue  has  seen  no  c 
aflcT  vaccination  or  precedent  variola,  nor  death  from  modified  small  p«l- 
the  sixth  query  he  replies  negatively. 

L  loKit  R.  CoiE,  M.D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  Id  th*  University  of  Pennsyl- 
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nicillofj,  in  which  we  find  ibuaduice  o(  both  facli  md  arguintnla,  lo  eoTTobo- 
[tte  Ihe  (eslitdony  which  he  has  prccedenlly  giTcn  on  the  Bubjocl  of  vacdnalion. 
Dr  CoxE  may  be  regarded  u  the  founJer  of  vaccinatioD  in  Pennsylrania. 

"  Twenty-six  year<,"  sityi  he,  "hsve  jiiat  etipacd,  cince  I  firet  succeeded  ia 
iDtroducing  Ihc  raccine  dlieiie  into  Philadelphia:  a  new  generalioo  has  withiD 
that  period  aprung  up.  who  owe  Ibeir  tafely  from  the  small  pox  to  the  rorraei 
diaeate.  If  wo  suppoac  the  population  of  Philadelphia  to  amouDl  only  to 
120,000,  we  bIibII  probably  not  err  in  staling  the  Taccinated  portion  atone  balf: 
we  have  had,  Id  the  period  named,  the  small  pox  acTGral  limes  amongst  ua ;  but, 
although  (he  inaculalion  for  thil  diaeasa  baa  been  long  suspended,  except  at  a 
teat  alier  the  vaccine,  wo  have  never  seen  it  spread  amongst  that  inunense  num- 
ber who  have  been  vaccinated '.  Is  it  possible  to  imagine  that  one  half  of  a  city, 
like  Philadelphia,  couU  havo  so  entirely  escaped  llic  ravages  of  an  epidemic,  if 
they  had  not  securely  oppoled  the  cgisof  Jennes  to  that  loalhsame  and  dan- 
gerous disease  I  Where  are  the  Qumeiou«  vestigos,  natp,  of  its  fiighlful  ravagu. 
It  ia  now  81  rare  to  see  a  person  disGgured  troia  the  small  pni,  as  it  was  conl- 
nlon  fonuerly-" "It  will,  t  think,  be  found,  that  the  de- 
scription of  varioloid  is  very  similar  to  that  of  many  of  the  eases  of  small  pox 
u  laid  down  by  the  old  writen  on  the  subject ;  and  mate  particularly  of  aotne 
of  those  ODomaloUB  ones,  which  were  apparent  in  almost  every  epidemic  de- 
iciibed.  It  is  well  to  remember,  that  few  physicians  now  living  have  ever 
wilneaaed  auch  an  epidemic;  and  our  knowledge  muat  be  derived  from  a  close 
comparison  of  our  so  called  cases  of  varioloid  with  (he  accounts  handed  down 
to  us  by  those  who  have  witnessed  small  poi  in  every  shape  and  featuie.  Lei 
such  a  comparlaOD  be  strictly  instituted  between  Ihe  accounts  lefius  by  Svhes- 
BAH,  MoftToM  and  writers  even  preceding  them,  and  Ihoie  of  varioloid  and 
roadilied  small  pox  of  the  present  period,  and  a  strong  analogy  will  h«  found  to 
eiiat  between  them." 

We  will  cite  further,  from  profesaor  Cote's  communication,  the  following  ; 
■■  There  is  perhaps  no  individual  in  Ihe  United  Stales,  probably  in  the  world, 
who  has  a  more  undoubted  tight  to  quealion  the  nsaerliona  made  against  vncct- 
nation  than  one  of  Ihe  members  of  your  committee.  Himself,  one  of  the 
earliest  of  those  subjected  to  its  influence,  now  upwards  of  2S  years  of  age ; 
(he  was)  immediately  afterwards  submitted  to  every  posmhie  means  of  vario- 
lous infection-  Inooulatcd  during  a  successive  series  of  years,  probably,  at 
least  Bfty  limes  hy  myself  and  subsequently  repeated  by  his  own  hands;  he 
was  likewise  exposed  for  a  considerable  time,  and  held  in  the  anus  of  an  indivi- 
dual in  the  most  mahgaant  stale  of  small  pox,  not  more  than  ten  weeks  after  the 
termination  of  Ihe  vaccine. 

"  Thii,  together  with  numerous  other  trials  on  the  subject  made  with  eveiy 
posaible  caie  and  precaution,  many  of  which  are  detailed  in  my  trealiae  on 
vaccination  published  In  1802,  fully  aatiified  my  miod,  that  the  vaccine  was  en- 
titled to  every  praiae,  as  a  preservative  against  small  pox,  which  bad  been  ascribed 
to  it  by  the  illustrious  Jenheii."  He  proceeds  to  atato  that  he  lias  no  reason 
to  believe  that  aay  case  that  haa  Ihua  come  under  his  care  has  been  afiected 
subsequeutly  with  what  is  termed  the  varioloid.  The  committee  rogtet  ttwt 
Ihey  cannot  include  the  whole  of  this  very  interesting  communication  h 
report.    They  hope  it  will  be  given  to  Ihe  public  in  a  sBparale  form. 
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Dr  D.  Thbodork  Cozk  has  seea  oo  genuioe  tmall  pox  aAer  Ytcdnation, 
nor  death  from  modified  small  pox — has  seen  three  cases  of  variola  subseqaent  to 
inoculated  variola.  One  (an  old  black)  died.  He  does  not  feel  assured  that  this 
man  had  ever  been  truly  affected  with  the  disease.  His  confidence  in  the  pro- 
tective efficacy  of  vaccine  complete. 

Dr  CoMSTocK  reports,  that  no  facts  have  come  under  his  notice  which  di- 
minish bis  confidence  in  regard  to  vaccination. 

Dr  D.  Francis  Condie,  physician  to  out-door  poor  for  the  western  district  of 
Southwark,  has  seen  a  majority  of  the  patients  who  have  been  sent  from  his 
district  to  the  hospital,  in  addition  to  those  occurring  to  him  as  physician  to  out- 
door poor,  and  in  his  private  practice.  Views  the  disease  in  the  unprotected  as 
genuine  variola.  States  that  such  cases  in  1823»4  very  generally  terminated  fa- 
tally ;  but  during  the  recent  prevalence,  such  have  for  the  major  part  recovered. 

In  the  same  neighbourhood  and  families  with  the  above,  many  vaccinated  and 
inoculated  persons  were  affected  with  a  modified  disease,  in  which  the  eruption 
appeared  sooner,  was  attended  with  less  inflammation  and  milder  constitutional 
symptoms :  the  course  was  completed  in  from  five  to  ten  days,  giving  evidence 
of  no  fetor,  secondary  fever  or  cicatrices. 

In  vaccinated  persons  this  affection  required  little  remedial  treatment,  and 
where  Dr  C.  had  vaccinated  the  individuals  himself,  and  was  satisfied  with  its 
genuineness,  their  attacks  were  invariably  mild,  with  few  eruptions  on  the 
face,  breast  and  arms. 

Cases  of  modified  disease,  subsequent  to  small  poz  inoculated  or  natural, 
were  more  violent  as  to  eruptions,  inflammation,  constitutional  disturbance,  and 
duration. 

Dr  CoxDiE  has  lost  only  one  patient  affected  with  secondary  small  pox.  The 
man  was  35  aet.  and  bore  in  his  face  the  marks  of  the  antecedent  attack,  which 
had  been  sustained  in  bis  youth. 

As  to  the  protection  derived  from  small  pox,  the  Doctor  thinks  his  personal 
experience  warrants  him  in  believing,  that,  if  not  more  liable  to  the  disease  a 
second  time,  those  who  have  had  it  once  are  in  "  case  of  a  re-attack  certainly 
less  fully  protected  from  a  fatal  result  than  those  who  have  undergone  vaccina- 
tion." 

On  the  question  of  identity  of  the  poison  which  produces  variola  and  its  modi- 
fications, he  cites  in  proof  of  it  the  following  cases.  Mrs  Pritchett,  a  vaccinated 
person,  severely  attacked  with  the  modified  form  on  the  15th  October  1SI7 — she 
was  well  in  ten  days.  On  the  19th  idem,  her  daughter,  3  or  4  zt.  and  unvacci- 
nated,  was  seized  with  small  pox,  and  on  the  I4th  day  died.  A  sister  of  Mrs  P. 
rt.  16,  vaccinated,  was  al.^  seized  on  the  19th,  with  the  modified  fonu.  On  the 
1st  of  November,  Mr  P.  the  husband,  ct.  35,  pitted  with  previous  small  pox,  was 
taken  sick ;  and  died  on  the  16th  day.  A  few  days  afler,  Mr  P.*s  son,  aet.  10,  un- 
protected, was  attacked  by  natunil  small  pox,  and  died  on  the  lOth  day  of  the 
eruption.  Dr  Coxdie's  communication  contains  several  other  examples  of  simi- 
lar scope  and  tendency.     Our  report  will  not  admit  of  the  details. 

His  own  practice  affords  also  very  decisive  proofs  that  the  vaccine  impression 
does  not  wear  out  or  lose  its  protective  efficacy  by  lapse  of  time,  as  he  has  seen 
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the  disease  equally  Tiolent  and  equally  mild  at  every  period  after  Yaccination, 
from  a  few  days  to  twenty  years. 

Finally,  he  "  conscientiously  and  deliberately'*  asserts,  that  he  knows  no  cir- 
cumstance calculated  to  weaken  his  faith  in  the  preservatire  efficacy  of  genuine 
vaccination  against  the  fatal  effects  of  small  pox. 

Dr  E.  jEifNER  CoxK  has  seen  no  case  of  genuine  small  pox  subsequent 
to  vaccination  or  variolation,  nor  any  death  from  modified  small  pox.  He  re- 
gards vaccination  as  capable,  when  successful,  **  of  imparting  to  the  system  a 
certain  power  capable  of  resisting  an  attack  of  genuine  small  pox,  or  rendering 
t  recovery  from  modified  small  pox  or  varioloid  absolutely  certain." 

Dr  B.  H.  CoATES  reports  no  unmodified  cases  after  vaccination,  but  has 
seen  numerous  modified  cases  of  various  severity,  yet  none  of  them  fatal.  Has 
seen  no  case  of  any  sort  after  variola.  Experience  has  greatly  confirmed  his 
impressions  as  to  tlie  propriety  of  vaccination  as  a  preventive  of  small  pox  *,  all 
the  cases  he  has  witnessed  being  incomparably  milder  than  mere  variola. 

W.  P.  Dewees,  M.D.  adjunct  professor  of  midwifery  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  has  seen  no  genuine  small  pox  after  vaccination,  no  death  from 
modified  small  pox,  nor  variola  subsequent  to  inoculated  small  pox.  Nor,  con- 
tinues the  professor,  "  any  thing,  tending  in  any  degree  to  weaken  my  confi- 
dence in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  as  a  preservative  against  the  fatal  efl^cts 
of  small  pox.' 


» 


Dr  W.  B.  Dc7FFieij>  has  had  many  cases  of  small  pox  after  vaccination, 
all  very  mild,  except  one  which  was  a  very  bad  case,  but  recovered.  The 
above  had  been  all  properly  vaccinated.  Has  seen  no  death  from  "meliorated 
small  pox."  Never  knew  a  person  to  have  small  pox  twice.  As  regards  the  sixth 
question,  "  1  say  I  have  confidence  in  vaccination,  though  not  of  the  same  kind 
I  had  when  it  was  first  introduced,  because  I  then  believed  that  all  who  were 
properly  vaccini*lcd  would  be  forever  and  entirely  preserved  from  small  pox  ; 
this,  however,  I  find  not  to  be  the  case.     I  am,  nevertheless,  an  advocate  for 


vaccination." 


Dr  S.  Emlen,  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  has  seen 
no  genuine  small  pox  after  vaccination,  during  the  recent  occurrence  of  small 
pox  here.  AH  his  modified  cases  exceedingly  mild,  neither  has  he  seen  any  se- 
condary small  pox.  Dr  E.  never  knew  a  fatal  termination  of  varioloid;  which, 
in  those  patients  he  had  himself  vaccinated,  has  been  attended  with  indispo- 
sition as  slight  as  Accompanies  the  most  trifling  forms  of  eruptive  disease.  Says 
he  should,  in  fact,  have  called  them  varicella,  had  not  the  source  of  the  conta- 
gion been,  manifestly,  small  pox  ;  in  some  instances,  the  natural  small  pox  having 
been  present  in  the  house.  The  disease  in  children  so  circumstanced  has  ex- 
hibited great  variety,  from  a  simple  rash  up  to  the  mildest  form  of  variola. 

Dr  Benjamijv  Ellis  states,  that  he  has  seen  only  one  case  of  genuine 
small  pox  after  vaccination ;  the  only  evidence  of  the  operation  being  derived 
from  the  girl  herself,  a  negro — she  recovered.  No  death  from  modified  small 
pox.  A  case  of  small  pox  proved  fatal  in  a  boy  in  the  year  1828 ;  his  mother  said 
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he  had  been  regularly  inoculated  in  Ireland.  The  eruption  was  confluent.  In- 
stead of  any  circumstances  to  weaken  his  confidence  in  vaccination,  he  hat  ob- 
served many  that  confirm  his  previous  opinion  of  its  superiority  over  every  other 
preservative,  and  of  its  absolute  power  to  modify  and  disarm  small  poz  of  its  fiital 
character. 

Dr  S.  M.  Fox  has  seen  cases  of  small  poz  after  vaccination,  but  very  generally 
mild  and  modified ;  he  felt  satisfied  from  testimony,  and  the  comparative  mild- 
ness of  the  disease,  that  vaccination  had  been  properly  performed.  This  gentle- 
man says,  "  one  case  of  death  has  occurred  under  my  personal  notice  from 
small  poz  after  vaccination :  this  was  a  case  of  confluent  small  poz,  the  erup- 
tion flat,  depressed  and  of  a  very  bad  appearance,  slight  fetor  was  observed  for 
a  day ; — great  sorepess  of  the  throat,  difficulty  of  breathing  and  of  deglutition, 
with  stupor,  were  the  symptoms  of  the  latter  period.  This  case  terminated  fa- 
tally on  the  11th  day.  The  patient  had  been  vaccinated  in  childhood  by  a  late 
physician  of  great  eminence."  Has  seen  no  case  subsequent  to  variola,  but 
had  seven  patients  of  this  class  in  1828-4 :  "  were  said  to  have  been  inoculated:*' 
one  died :  he  had  no  scar  from  inoculation,  but  he  and  his  friends  were  positive 
as  to  his  inoculatiou.  Dr  Fox  thought  it  very  doubtful.  States  that  he  consi- 
ders vacciihtion  as  the  best  preservative  we  are  possessed  of  against  the  fiital 
effects  of  small  poz. 

Dr  L.  P.  Gebhard  had  a  case  of  confluent  small  poz  in  a  female  adult: 
had  been  vaccinated  20  years — but  in  consequence  of  the  eruption,  could  dis- 
cern no  scar.  She  had  no  unpleasant  odour  nor  pits — recovered.  Is  not  sure  as 
to  her  having  been  properly  vaccinated,  but  thinks  the  case  was  somewhat  mo- 
dified.   His  confidence  in  vaccination  remains  undiminished. 

Dr  Richard  IIarlax,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Philadelphia  Alms  House, 
reports  two  cases  of  varioloid  disease :  one  in  a  female,  who  insisted  that  she 
had  sustained  natural  small  pox  in  infancy ;  it  was  severe  but  not  fatal.  The 
second  (mild),  in  a  gentleman  who  had  been  undoubtedly  inoculated.  His  cases 
of  varioloid,  after  reputed  vaccination,  have  all  recovered.  Never  had  varioloid 
in  a  patient  vaccinated  by  himself.  Has  of  late  years  experienced  great  diffi- 
culty in  proctiiing  rtucces«ful  results  from  the  use  of  vaccine  matter,  although 
carefully  selected.  After  failing  eight  or  ten  times  (with  the  cruftt),  has  never 
failed  in  the  first  attempt  with  fre.<th  lymph  taken  about  the  8th  day.  Has  seen 
no  case  of  varioloid  after  vaccination,  within  12  years  of  the  vaccination.  States 
his  confidence  in  genuine  vaccination  as  undiminished,  but  thinks  the  virus 
ought  to  be  renovated  by  taking  it  again  from  the  cow. 

Dr  Thomas  T.  Hewsoit,  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
being  charged  with  investigations  on  the  subject  of  variola,  &c.  by  another  insti- 
tutioo  (the  College  of  Physicians),  only  answers  to  the  last  query,  that  his  con- 
fidence in  the  protective  powers  of  vaccination  remains  undiminished. 

Dr  R.  M.  Huston  has  seen  no  genuine  small  poz  aAer  vaccination,  nor  death 
from  modified  small  poz.  Two  cases  of  small  poz  after  viiiol»->DoiM  dead. 
His  confidence  in  the  vaccine  protection  confirmed. 


OatcaMaf 
9i.    Hb  CMhfidcBcc  io 


Dr  H.  L.  HoDGK,  «w  of  tiM  plijricii  to  tiM  PiMbddplift  Akv  Hot 
MMOMCMeof  «*apptre8lif  cnniM^iadpmitervaednlim;  ths 
hid  ft  cktffis  IWm  viecanlfoR,  bal  BBt  wdl  chmctarised.  H*  %■■  ■ 
ted  cftM  of  Modified  virioli,  00  ftecsBdvy  mm!  pes,  and  Bolicaf  Ibe  pn 
pMVcr  of  dM  JsnBBXAjr  aothod,  in  icndcilBg  aid  and  gnde  ft  diMM 
h  diiiiujif  **  OOP  half  of  to  ■ywitocted  OTbjach,"  Ho 
'*fcf  pwftmMe**  to  joogdadon  iderthe  owat  jwooraMo 


Dr  W«  E.  HoBifxx  raporta  diioo  Inalaaeaa  of 
■fttioo.  The  Torrtiiatfcm  protmUy  pctfecCy  aa  Dr  H.  dtoa  a  ply  Alan  of  g^eat 
Mpoto  aa  the  vacdnator  in  two,  and  in  tto  tfaifd  com  theio  waa  a  cicaliiz.  Hm 
•oan  no  Atol  caao  of  aanH  pos,  and  ronfegoantiy,  hm  confidanea  in  tlw 
of  vaceioatioa,  aa  a  piaaairaUro  fion  the  blal  cflacla  af  HDal  pos,  ia  not 
tjr  luf  private  eipaiiaoee. 


Dr  Uaac  Hsixnr,  early  aeqoaintod  with  the  pieaenaliio  poweia  of 
Mtion,  haviof  frequeatly  aubfeeted  hit  patlenta  to  the  teat  of  inociilatioo..wiih- 
o«C  io  aDsr  caaa  pradadng  Tarlola.  Ho  coniideia  an  efiaetnal  Tarrjaatlon  aa 
equal  in  adkaej  to  Inocidation  ornatmal  aonH  poz. 

DrTHOKAa  C.  lAicxay  profeaior  of  nidwiiety  in  the  Untrenity  of  Penna^- 
Tania,  liai  leen  a  few  cases  of  mild  small  pox  after  Tacdnatkm.    The  eniptioa 

lao  through  its  stages  more  rapidly  than  in  genuine  variola :  there  was  no  pecu- 
Har  odour  and  no  secondary  fever.  In  the  cases  above  alluded  to,  be  ssjts,  that 
vaccination  was  performed  cither  by  himself  or  by  friends  in  whom  he  places 
confidence  ;  and  that  it  was  strictly  satisfactory  at  the  time.  Has  seen  no  death 
from  modified  small  pox :  no  case  of  small  pox  after  previous  inoculated  or  na- 
tural small  pox.  And  finally,  no  case  has  come  under  Ids  personal  notice  to 
weaken  his  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  as  a  preservative  against 
the  fatal  effects  of  small  pox. 

Dr  Harvey  Klapp,  vaccine  physician  for  Southwark,  saw  a  fatal  case  of 
small  pox  subsequent  to  vaccination ;  the  operation  having  been  performed  fif- 
teen years  before,  as  it  was  said.  He  aliK>  saw  a  fatal  case  of  secondary  small 
poi,  in  which  the  patient  died  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  eruption.  Has  had  an- 
other case  after  previous  natural  small  pox,  but  the  person  recovered,  ^ays  iie 
lias  seen  more  ca«es  of  modified  small  pox  after  vaccination,  than  after  inocula- 
tion, owing  to  the  greater  number  of  vaccinated  persons.  The  disease  hua  occur- 
red indifferently  from  three  months  to  twenty  years  after  the  insertion  of  the  vac- 
cine virus.  Remarks  that  he  has  seen  only  one  «ase  tending  to  weaken  bia 
confidence,  and  that  one  doubtful. 

Dr  John  K.  Mitchell,  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hoapital, 
refers  ua  to  Mitchell  and  Bell's  paper  in  the  first  and  second  numbers  of 
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the  North  American  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  for  an  ezpoettlon  of  hla  opi- 
nions and  the  facts  on  which  they  are  founded,  and  avers  that  his  confidence  in 
«  vaccination  has  been  confirmed  by  his  subsequent  experience.'*  He  prefers 
vaccination  to  inoculation,  under  all  circumstances. 

Dr  George  Miftlii^  has  seen  no  small  pox  after  vaccination ;  from  modified 
small  pox  no  death,  nor  small  pox  after  variola.  His  confidence  remains  un- 
shaken. 

Dr  Charles  Mifflin  reports  that  no  genuine  small  pox,  after  vaccination 
or  variola,  has  come  under  his  personal  notice ;  nor  any  case  of  fatal  modified 
small  pox.  No  facts  have  come  under  his  personal  notice  to  weaken  his  confi- 
dence in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination,  as  a  preservative  against  the  fatal  effects  of 
small  pox. 

Dr  Thobi AS  D.  Mitchell,  of  Frankford,  notices  the  modified  small  pox  as 
it- occurred  at  Frankford,  in  this  vicinity,  and  refers  to  his  essay  published  in 
the  Medical  Recorder  for  1822.  His  opinion  as  to  the  preservative  efficacy  of 
vaccination  has  not  been  in  the  least  changed. 

Dr  John  Wilson  Moore  has  seen  a  number  of  cases  of  small  pox  subse- 
quent to  vaccination ;  some  of  a  confluent  character ;  in  a  few  instances  he  could 
not  discern  that  vaccination  had  exerted  much,  if  any  influence.  Supposes 
generally,  that  they  had  been  well  vaccinated.  Three  cases  were  mortal.  One 
was  a  male,  at;t.  19,  vaccinated  when  a  lad,  first  seen  on  the  6th  day  of  erup- 
tion, and  he  died  on  the  third  or  fourth,  of  desiccation.  This  one  occurred  in 
1824.  In  1828,  attended  a  female,  set.  18,  who  had  been  vaccinated  when  a 
child  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  and  (so  said  the  parents)  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.  She  had  a  cold  when  she  was  taken  sick  with  the  varioloid,  and  when 
the  doctor  saw  her  on  the  third  day  of  the  eruption,  "she  was  labouring  under 
a  state  o(pneumonia  typhodea.**  She  died  two  days  afterwards,  which  was  the 
fifth  of  the  eruption.  The  last  was  in  a  coloured  woman,  set.  22,  vaccinated  in  the 
country  when  a  child,  Dr  M.  saw  her  on  the  sixth  or  seventh  day  of  the  erup- 
tion ;  pock  turned  on  the  ninth ;  when  she  appeared  to  be  doing  well.  Fever 
endued,  with  delirium,  and  she  died  on  the  ifixtcenth  day. 

The  same  gentleman  reports  two  cases  of  small  pox  after  inoculated  variola, 
but  no  deaths  under  that  head.  His  confidence  is  weakened — he  early  viewed 
it  as  an  entire  preventive  of  small  pox  infection.  He  states  that  he  knows  of  no 
death  where  there  has  been  *' professional  assurance  of  satisfactory. vaccina- 
tion." 

Dr  Henry  Neill  has  seen  one  case  of  genuine  small  pox  after  vaccination. 
No  death  from  modified  small  pox.  Two  cases  of  modified  small  pox  afler  pre- 
cedent inoculated  variola.  Dr  N.  informs  us  that  having  seen  genuine  small 
pox  aAcr  vaccination,  and  very  alarming  modified  variola  aAer  inoculated  small 
pox,  he  supposes  neither  vaccination  nor  inoculation  are  infaUibU  preventive* 
of  the  fiital  eflecti  of  our  diseate. 

Dr  John  C.  Otto,  ont  of  the  phyticiant  to  the  Peonaylvania  Hoepital,  has 
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MM  WKUKy  MMt  Ol  WWt  if  OMnljr  iMflMM  fUlduidy  WIWHI  Dd  n||{MQB  -M 

rptfK  ** Bitlgttod  by wmjuBmM vcciMtloii.**  Tbo  diMMe, thoii|^  ireiy  gdneMPy 
mOd,  aiiort  tnd  iife»  wu.  In  a  few  perMMt  of  a  mofe  tmrwe  chaiaetar;  aot  di»- 
tingoiilMble  from  t  wwyhii^  gnde  of  ntonl  or  Inocalttod  mall  poz»  oa<o|iUMg 
In  its  fhorter  duiation.  Tbey  had  eonflaent  eniptloti,  laHTation,  sore  diroat» 
MnriHng  of  dio  feocos,  bHodnew  from  tnmofiicUoa  of  tbo  hce^  and  afaoi^y 
■MofcedoMondaiy  fetor.  Tlierowaiabopofniuiontpfitiii|^and»lnoiier 
Moody  nilno.  Indiooe  catei  lliore  eoold  be  no  doirirt  of  an  antooedont  j 
▼aednation.  Thato  eiamplea  fruniih  no  Inatanee  of  a  fetal  terminatioow  Dr 
Otto,  ilneo  he  hat  been  In  piaetiee,  haihad  at  leut  five  peiaone  afloeted  wMi 
MiaU  pos,  who  tald  they  had  had  It  befcte;  hi  aD  of  them  aetenl  yoais  had 
eiapfod  rince  the  Inoeotetlon,  and  they  had  In  the  Intenral  been  ezpoeed  to  fte 
bfeetion  withoat  taking^  it  When  they  took  It  at  test,  theyknew  not  tiie  aonrae 
of  die  contagion. 
TTuie  (Boset  onhf  oeemred  v%  ffean  uhen  imaU  pag  woi  umtiWE^ 

AH  the  eases  were  dangerous,  and  one  female  died.  She  eomnranleatod  fte 
^sease  to  her  five  Tsednated  children,  three  of  whom  had  It  eonflnenft— dbej 
all  recorered. 

Dr  Otto  is  not  induced,  from  aH  be  has  witnessed,  to  relsz  In  hte  efibiti  to 
dbsemlnate  Taecinatlon  as  widely  ts  possible.  He  lecommends  It  eneiosifely  to 
the  patronage  of  the  publk. 

Dr  Ph.  Pbzav,  Jr.  No  ease  of  genuine  smtD  poz  after  taeclnation,  nor  fetal 
modified  small  poz.  A  few  cases  of  genuine  Tariola  after  idocutetlon,  and  a 
fiital  one  after  natural  small  poz.    His  confidence  strengthened. 

Dr  J.  RoDMAif  Paul  relates  the  history  of  natural  and  of  modified  smaU  poz 
cases  occurring  in  the  family  of  John  Havenstrite  of  Philadelphia,  which  was 
composed  of  ten  individuals ;  viz.  three  inoculated,  four  vaccinated,  and  three 
unprotected.  Of  the  latter,  two  were  twins  two  months  old,  and  one  about  two 
years  of  age. 

The  disease  first  attacked  a  boy  of  twelve  years  at.  who  had  been  vaccinated 
when  an  infant.  It  was  a  severe  but  modified  case ;  recovered.  The  mother  of 
the  twins  refused  to  have  them  vaccinated ;  they  took  the  disease,  and  both  pe- 
rished. The  other  child  was  subjected  to  the  vaccine  influence  which  went  on 
in  its  regular  course  until  the  thirteenth  day,  when  he  had  accession  of  fever, 
followed  by  four  or  five  varioloid  pustules,  requiring  no  treatment — he  re- 
covered. 

The  three  vaccinated  members  of  the  family  also  had  varioloid  eruptions  of  a 
mild  character.  The  mother  who  was  inoculated  suckled  her  twins ;  she  had 
fever  but  no  eruption  for  some  days ;  when  her  nipples  became  sore,  and  a  num- 
ber of  varioloid  pustules  appeared  on  the  breast  only.  The  other  two  inoculat- 
ed persons  escaped. 

Dr  Joseph  Parrish,  one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  has 
seen  two  cases  of  small  poz  after  reputed  vaccination,  and  both  proved  fetal.  One 
of  these  cases  is  reported  above  by  DrFox.  Dr  Parrish  is  unable  to  give  any 
clear  opinion  as  to  the  genuineness  of  die  vaocination  in  the  other  case.    Does 
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not  recolleet  ever  htving  seen  a  fatal  case  of  modified  small  pox  or  rather  vario- 
loid. Has  seen  three  cases  of  secondary  small  pox,  two  of  which  were  fatal. 
Two  had  been  inoculated  and  one  had  suffered  natural  small  pox.  «  My  confi- 
dence," says  he,  **  in  vaccination  as  a  preservative  against  the  fatal  effects  of 
small  pox,  still  continues  firm — the  few  exceptions  do  not  impair  in  my  mind 
the  efficacy  of  the  general  rule,  and  the  same  exceptions  apply  to  inoculated  and 
even  natural  small  pox.  Hence,  as  vaccination  is  entirely  free  from  all  risk  of 
life,  and  from  the  power  of  communicating  a  fatal  disease  to  others,  1  consider 
its  superiority  in  every  respect  most  decided." 

Dr  John  Ruan  has  seen  no  case  of  mortality  from  modified  small  pox,  and 
states  his  confidence  in  the  prophylactic  powers  of  vaccination,  to  be  not  in  any 
degree  weakened  by  his  past  experience. 

Dr  J.  C.  Rousseau  has  seen  no  case  of  varioloid  in  any  individual  vaccinated 
by  himself.  No  death  from  modified  small  pox :  has  seen  violent  cases  of  se- 
condary small  pox,  but  none  mortal.    His  confidence  is  firmer  than  ever. 

Dr  Thomas  Shivers.  No  genuine  variola  subsequent  to  vaccination,  but 
has  had  three  cases  in  persons  previously  inoculated,  one  of  whom  died.  Re- 
gards vaccination  as  the  only  secure  prophylactic.  As  instances  of  the  malig'^ 
nant  nature  of  the  prevailing  small  pox,  we  will  cite  from  Dr  S.*s  letter  to  the 
committee,  the  following:  "  Of  seven  cases  that  I  have  had  this  season  of  na- 
tural small  pox  in  subjects  who  had  never  been  either  vaccinated  or  inoculated, 
all  have  died ;"  while  of  about  forty  cases  in  persons  vaccinated,  not  one  has 
perished. 

Dr  W.  Shaw  informs  the  committee  that  he  has  seen  no  genuine  small  pox 
after  successful  vaccinatfpn.  Has  vaccinated  several  thousands  since  the  year 
1802,  and  has  heard  of  no  instance  of  small  pox  occurring  in  one  of  these  subjects. 
No  death  from  modified  variola.  Of  two  instances  of  small  pox  occurring  after 
inoculated  variola  neither  proved  fatal.  His  eariy  experiments  with  genuine 
variolous  matter,  as  a  test  for  vaccination,  established  his  conviction  of  its  effi- 
cacy, and  he  still  has  the  fullest  faith  in  it. 

Dr  Samuel  Tucker.  No  case  of  genuine  small  pox  subsequent  to  vaccina- 
tion, nor  death  from  modified  small  pox,  or  case  of  secondary  small  pox  has  fallen 
under  the  notice  of  this  gentleman,  who  informs  us  that  nothing  has  occurred  in 
his  experience  to  weaken  his  confidence  in  the  vaccine  protection. 

Dr  G.  B.  Wood.  Out  of  twenty  cases  of  varioloid  after  vaccination,  one  pre- 
sented all  the  symptoms  of  genuine  variola,  with  the  exception  that  none  of  the 
peculiar  odour  was  discernible.  This  patient  had  the  scar,  and  said  she  was  vac- 
cinated when  a  child — recovered.  No  death  from  modified  small  pox.  Of  three 
persons  precedently  inoculated,  two  had  varioloid,  and  one  genuine  variola:  the 
man,  set.  thirty-five,  and  intemperate,  died.  Has  seen  in  his  own  practice  no- 
thing that  could  justify  an  opinion  that  vaccination  Is  not  an  effectual  preserva- 
tive against  the  fktal  effects  of  small  pox. 
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Dr  Jovr  Wii.tba«x.  J.  P.  a  oolonvtdaui,  at  twanty-fifiB»  badiiala  in  Om 
liMd,  bwMt  and  fide,  dyi|iiea»  high  vueukr  asehmiiant,  and  aD  the  aynploiKie 
ofpleuriiy.  Onhliaim  waiafiiieTaeclDevericle.iiiaedayiold.  ThUmanwaa 
^aednated  od  Ifae  Bloodayy  eeen  od  the  Tueidaj  week  foUowiiif,  when  he  waa 
lied,  bliftered  and  med  diaphoreties.  On  that  day  a  copioiii  eniptioik  of  vaiiola 
pceeented  itieU^  which  pfoved  ooofloent,  and  he  died  on  the  fifth  day.  Dr  W. 
adde  that  the  above  caie  it  the  only  one  that  he  hat  aeen,  to  dlniniah  confide&oe 
in  the  protective  eileaey  of  the  Taecine  dieeaie. 

Dr  TftoMAt  H.  TAmDX.T,  answering  negatively  to  onr  queries,  eoncliidet  wHk 
I  of  hit  lelianee  on  vaccination  ta  a  protection  egainet  nnall  poz. 


From  the  above  condensed  view  of  the  testimony  furnisfaed  to  us 
by  a  very  great  number  c^  highly  respectable  practitioners,  the  com- 
ttittee  were  tempted  to  trespass  no  further  on  your  time  by  present* 
ing  addi^nal  observations,  being  persuaded  that  no  candid  mind 
could  remain  in  doubt,  either  as  to  the  value  of  vaccinatida  as  a 
prophylactic  in  the  case  under  consideration,  or  as  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  medical  profession  in  this  city  towards  it ;  but,  although 
not  one  dissentient  voice  has  been  raised,  it  is  deemed  proper  to 
make  a  few  further  remarks.    And 

1.  These  documents  shew  that  varioloid  disease  has  attacked  both 
variolated  and  vaccinated  persons. 

2.  Of  the  whole  number  of  variolated  cases,  say  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-five,  far  the  largest  proportion  occurred  in  vaccinated  per- 
sons, a  circumstance  which,  as  a  naked  proposition,  might  tend  to  exalt 
the  public  confidence  in  inoculation  at  the  expense  of  vaccination. 
Now,  although  we  are  unable  to  ascertain  with  any  pretensions  to 
preciseness  the  just  allotment  of  the  two  orders  of  cases,  enough 
has  been  said,  to  indicate  that  the  susceptibility  to  varioloid  is  not 
very  greatly  different  under  both  sorts  of  protection.  It  is  highly 
probable  that  at  least  eighty  thousand  vaccinated  persons  reside  in  this 
city ;  while  there  are  not  more  than  twenty  thousand,  and  probably 
even  a  smaller  number  of  variolated  persons ;  hence,  on  the  suppo- 
sition of  an  exactly  equal  susceptibility,  we  ought  to  find  four  cases 
of  varioloid  after  vaccine,  to  one  case  of  the  same  aflfection  subse- 
quent to  variola. 

In  the  documents,  ten  deaths  are  reported  as  having  occurred 
firom  small  pox  subsequent  to  vaccination,  while  nine  are  cited  as 
proofs  of  the  failure  of  variola  to  protect  the  constitution.  Let 
us  examine  a  litUe  the  circumstances  of  the  ten  fatal  cases,  and  we 
shall  see  if  they  can  be  fairly  cited.     For  example  out  of  the  four 


REPORT  RE8PECT1MU  SMALL  l*OX.  4^1 

reported  from  the  personal  observ«ition  of  Dr  Brincklb,  one,  Ca- 
therine Brown,  was  doing  well  until  an  abortion  with  uterine  henior- 
rhage  took  place,  after  which  she  changed  for  the  worse  and  finally 
lost  her  life. 

The  cases  of  Epply  and  Morris,  which  were  under  treatment  four 
and  five  days  ret^pectively,  are  liable  to  be  questioned.  No  positive 
record  is  given  of  their  having  been  vaccinated  :  the  only  assurance 
is  derived  from  their  own  assertions.  Even  the  case  of  Spencer 
Jackson,  who  died  in  the  hospital  seventeen  days  afler  his  admission, 
is  obnoxious  to  flic  same  doubts^  in  conseiiuence  of  its  protracted 
duration.  And  it  is  easier  to  beheve  tiiat  all  these  individuals  bad 
undergone  a  spurious  form  of  vaccine  than  Uiat  vaccine  should 
have  failed  to  protect  them. 

Dr  Bond's  case  is  considered  by  him  as  extremely  questionable. 
Dr  Fox's  case  may  be  admitted  as  an  example  of  death  from  small 
pox  subsccjuent  to  vaccination.  I'he  known  character  of  the  emi- 
nent and  conscientiously  cautious  individual  who  had  vaccinated  the 
unfortunate  gentleman  forbids  us  to  doubt  that  he  considered  his 
vaccination  perfectly  satisfactory,  or  that  he  could  be  mistaken  in  its 
rharactor. 

Dr  Klv  it's  case  is  stated  by  him  to  be  doubtful.  Of  Dr  Moore's 
fatal  cases  only  two  occurred  in  1827,  8.  The  woman  when  taken 
sick  wassutfering  under  a  cold,  and  was  labouring  under  an  attack  of 
pneumonia  typhodes  when  the  Dr  saw  her  on  the  third  day  of  the 
eruption  :  she  died  on  the  fifth  day.  The  second  woman  died,  on  the 
sixtmith  djiy,  of  a  secondary  fever  which  came  on  after  tlie  pock 
ttirntul.  ' 

There  will  be  no  reason  to  charge  the  committee  with  want  of 
candour  if  they  reject  l>oth  these  examples  of  death  from  small  pox 
after  reputed  vaccination.  The  |>neumonia  typhodes  has  oo  neces- 
sary  connexion  with  variola,  and  the  woman's  death  ought  rather  to 
be  charged  on  that  terrific  complication  than  on  an  implied  impo- 
tency  of  the  vaccine.  The  second  case  from  iu  long  duration  and 
other  phenomena  seems  to  have  been  an  uniYiodilied  small  pox.  No 
fatal  case  of  mo<lified  small  pox  has  been  adduced.  In  neither 
case  is  there  furnishe<l  an  authentic  record  of  the  vaccination, — which 
ought  therefore  to  be  deemed  hypothetical.  Lastly,  Dr  Wiltbank's 
case,  occiirririir  before  the  constitution  had  been  modified  by  the  ma- 
turity of  the  vaccine  vesicle,  proves  nothinir  against  its  value  and  ef- 
ficacv. 
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Tims  we  may,  without  the  least  want  of  candour,  come  to  the 
eoockiaion  that  only  one  death  from  small  pox  after  Taccination  has 
oocmrred  in  Philadelphia  during  the  year  1827,  among  eighty 
thousand  vaccinated  persons  and  during  the  prevalence  of  a  most 
malignant  and  mortal  small  pox,  while  several  individuals  have  lost 
their  lives  from  small,  pox  after  they  had  ahready  gone  once  through 
the  disease.  It  appears  then  clearly  that  vaccination  ought  to  lose 
nothing  of  the  public  confidence ;  and,  as  a  protection  fi^m  the 
Altai  eflbcts  of  genuine  small  pox,  it  may  safely  be  asserted,  that  it 
is  in  every  sense  to  be  preferred  to  inoculation. 
'.  Let  the  public  be  well  informed  with  regard  to  the  real  degree  of 
effieacy  of  the  vaccine  virus— ^  them  be  no  longer  told,  it  vrill 
positively  shield  them  from  the  assault  of  small  pox  in  any  shape  and 
efery  instance.  They  will  confide  in  it  if  we  point  them  to  the 
phyi^cians  who  rely  on  it  for  the  safety  of  their  wives  and  children, 
and  defended  by  ^  the  egis  of  Jehnxb,"  walk  unharmed  themselves 
■midst  the  arrows  of  pestilence  and  death. 

EDWARD  JENNER  GOXE, 
D.  FRANCIS  CONDIE, 
"  CH.  D.  MEIGS. 

The  committee  have  received  several  commuDications,  in  reply  to 
their  queries,  since  the  above  report  was  finished ;  and  they  regret 
that  the  lateness  of  the  period  at  which  they  arrived  prevented  their 
incorporation  into  the  body  of  the  report.  The  writers  are  Dr  W. 
Cabll  Bbbwsteb  ;  Dr  J.  Gsbxn  ;  Dr  Josbph  Habtshosits  ;  Dr  B. 
8.  Jannbt  ;  Dr  Josbph  G.  Nakcbedb,  vaccine  physician  for  the 
city ;  Dr  O.  H.  Tavlob  ;  Dr  H.  Walton  ;  and  Dr  J.  Uhlbb,  Jb. 

We  can  only  briefly  state  that  they  support  by  their  communica- 
tions the  whole  mass  of  the  evidence  given  above.  Their  experience 
(in  some  veiy  considerable)  has  not,  in  the  least  degree,  tended  to 
destroy  their  confidence  in  vaccination  ;  whose  preservative  efiicacy 
has  been  found  sufficient,  by.ii  part  of  these  gentlemen,  to  defend 
them  firom  the  contagion  of  small  pox,  though  repeatedly  exposed 
to  it  in  their  professional. intercourse  with  the  sick.  Their  letters 
are  submitted,  with  the  rest  of  the  documents,  to  the  disposal  of  the 
Society. 
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Article  XIX. — 2%e  Eclectic  and  General  DitpenMotory:  comprehending  a 
System  of  Pharmacy,  Materia  Medical  the  Formula  of  the  London,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Dublin  Pharmaeopceias,  Prescriptions  of  many  eminent  Phytic 
eiansy  and  Receipts  for  the  most  common  Empirical  Medicines  :  Collated 
from  the  best  authorities  by  an  American  Physician.  Pp.  627.  Philadelphia. 
To  war  &  Hogan,  1827. 

This  volume  is  a  reprint  of  parts  of  several  works,  relating  to  the  tdence  of 
Pharmacy.  Its  arrangement  is  copied  from  the  London  Dispensatory  of  Mr 
Anthony  Todd  Thomson,  and  consists  of  three  parts  and  numerous  appen- 
dices: the  first  part  being  entitled  the  Elements  of  Pharmacy;  the  second. 
Materia  Medica  ;  and  the  third,  Preparations  and  Compounds.  The  exor- 
dium, under  the  head  of  *'  Elements  of  Pharmacy,"  comprising  the  first  few 
paragraphs,  is  taken  from  Mr  Thomson's  work.  The  next  article,  on  the  collec- 
tion and  preservation  of  simples,  is  borrowed  from  Dr  DrNCAJf 's  Dispensatory ; 
while  the  remainder  of  the  Elements  of  Pharmacy  is  a  reprint  firom  Mr  Thom- 
son. 

The  appendix  to  Part  I.  or  the  Elements  of  Pharmacy,  comprises  all  the  mat- 
ter contained  in  the  corresponding  part  of  the  London  Dispensatory,  with  the 
addition  of  a  few  tables  from  the  Dispensatories  of  Drs  Duncan  and  Coxb. 

Part  II.  on  tlie  Materia  Medica,  is  printed  from  Mr  Thomson's  Dispensatory, 
with  a  few  omisnions  and  additions.  The  omissions  consist  most  generally  of 
botanical  descriptions,  and  the  additions  comprise  the  account  of  several  Ameri- 
can plants,  which  have  been  introduced  into  the  practice  of  medicine. 

Part  111.  entitled  Preparations  and  Compounds,  is  also  extracted  from  Thom- 
son, together  with  the  tables  of  now  and  former  names,  found  in  the  diffiuent 
editions  of  theLondon  Pharmacopceia. 

Of  appendix  No.  1.  to  the  general  work,  the  articles  **  water"  and  "  mineral"  wa- 
ters are  taken  from  Thomson.  The  toxicological  tables  are  derived  at  secondhand 
from  Dr  CoxE.  The  article  on  the  art  of  prescribing  medicines  is  taken  from 
Dr  Parin'k  Pharmacologia ;  the  collection  of  prescriptions,  from  PxAasoir'e 
Thesaurus  Mcdicaminum ;  and  the  articles  on  hydrocyanic  acid,  iodine,  oil  of 
croton,  and  wine  of  colchicum,  as  well  as  the  table  of  synonymes,  from 
Thomhon. 

A'tpendix  No.  II.  con'>i!<ts  of  a  farrago  of  short  articles,  taken  here  and  there 
from  Cray's  jfupplemcnt  to  the  London  Pharmacopeia,  comprising  notices  re- 
lating to  many  diverse  subject* ;  such  as  domestic  and  empirical  plants  and  rnedi* 
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does, — trtklM  used  in  turp;eiy, — fomala  not  found  in  the  pharmacopoeias, — 
native  TegeCaUeanraliea, — diet  uted  by  the  aicli, — artificial  mineral  waters,  &c.  8lc. 
Next  foDowa  a  list  of  medical  contractions*  also  copied  from  Gray  :  and  this 
closes  the  volame,  with  the  exception  of  seven  plates  of  apparatiu,  which,  with 
their  description,  are  taken  from  Thomson. 

Such  then  are  the  materials  of  which  thb  book  is  composed,  and  firom  the 
chaiacter  of  the  works  whieh  have  been  mentiooed,  it  must  be  conceded  that 
some  of  the  best  authoiitiet  relating  to  pbanoacy  Imve  been  -employed.  But  it 
Is  not  sufficient  that  the  most  valuable  sources  of  information  havo  been  resorted 
to ;  It  Is  not  merely  necessaiy  to  say  to  a  prioter,  reprint  fifty  pages  of  one  woilc, 
two  hundred  pages  of  a  second,  and  one  hundred  of  a  third,  in  order  to  form  a 
edmpllatlon.  Humble  as  the  labours  of  the  compiler  may  be  conceived  to  be, 
■onethinc  more  is  evidently  necessary.  Thus,  the  matter  borrowed  from  various 
•ourees  oiould  be  well  selected  and  carefully  collated,  pruned  of  repetitions 
■nd  %«ed  fifom  inconsistencies.  In  short,  the  different  extracts  should  be  ela- 
hoiated  into  something  like  unity  of  design,  and  the  work,  being  rendered  as 
homogeoeoos  as  possible,  ought  to  be  adapted  to  the  particular  wants  of  the 
tAm  oT  readers  for  whom  it  is  intended. 

With  tiiese  views  of  the  duties  of  compilers  and  the  qualities  belonging  to 
food  eompOttlons.  we  shall  notice,  with  as  much  brevity  as  possiMe,  the  difler- 
•ot  parti  of  the  work  before  nf »  tCf  ting  iti  execution  by  the  prindplee  we  bnve 
klddowii. 

In  die  coll^>ilatlon  under  notlee,  the  Elementi  of  Pharmacy  are  opened  vrith 
•tveial  introdnctoiy  pangraphs;  taken,  as  we  have  already  mentkmed,  lieni 
TBOMioir,  In  iHiicfa  this  part  of  pharmacy  is  stated  to  comprehend  thoee  gene- 
nl  priaoipiae  of  chemical  action  which  enable  us  to  reason  on  the  retulte  of 
pharmaceutical  operations ;  and  the  explanation  of  the  operations  of  pharmacy, 
with  a  description  of  the  apparatus. 

In  conformity  with  this  statement  of  the  objects  comprehended  under  the 
idea  of  the  Elements  of  Pharmacy,  Mr  Thomson  proceeds,  in  his  Dispensa- 
tory, to  treat  this  part  of  his  subject  under  the  followiog  sections:  Section  I. 
More  general  agents,  influeocing  pharmnceuUcal  combinations.  Section  II. 
Constitutions  and  combioations  of  substances.  Section  ill.  Pharmaceutical 
operations  and  the  description  of  the  apparatus. 

The  definition  of  the  Elements  of  Pharmacy  having  been  adopted  from 
Thomsoit,  it  was  natural  to  expect  in  the  dispensatory  before  us,  that  tlie  ar- 
rangement of  this  author  would  have  been  followed.  Not  withstanding  the  rea- 
sonableness of  this  expectation,  the  introductory  paragraphs  are  immediately 
followed  by  an  extract  from  Dr  Duncan's  Dispensatory  on  the  collection  and 
preservation  of  simples,  under  the  title  of  **  Pharmaceutical  Operoiions  ;*'  after 
which  the  whole  of  the  Elements  of  Pharmacy  of  Thomson  aic  reprinted. 
The  three  divisions  of  tbe  original  work  are  retained ;  but  inadvertently  the  se- 
cond division  is  distinguished  as  section  II.,  though  there  is  no  section  l.or  III. 
But  a  more  material  objection  is,  that  the  division  marked  section  II.  is  not 
made  to  assimilate  with  the  other  two  divisions  by  a  title  running  through  the 
two  columns  of  the  page.  The  third  division  is  entitled,  after  Thomson, 
"  PharmaeeuHeal  Operaiiom  and  apparatus."  As  the  extract  from  Duncaw  on 
the  collection  and  preservation  of  simples  is  entitled  "  Pharmaceutical  Opera- 
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tiona^**  we  have  the  incongruity  of  two  divisions  under  the  Elements  of  Phar- 
macy with  the  same  title. 

When  a  compiler  avails  himself  largely  of  the  labours  of  others,  and  adopts  in 
mass  considerable  portions  of  difTcrent  publications,  it  would  seem  that  he  is  under 
some  obligation  to  revise  tlie  text  adopted,  with  a  view  to  the  correction  of  any 
c;>-ror8  which  may  have  crept  into  the  original  through  the  fault  of  the  author  or 
printer.  Under  this  impression,  we  think  the  following  errors  ought  to  have 
been  corrected  in  the  present  work.  At  page  34,  nitrous  gas  is  called  protoxide 
of  azote,  instead  of  deutoxide;  and  nitrous  oxide,  deutoxide  of  azote,  instead 
of  protoxide.  At  page  86, 100  volumes  ammoniaeal  gas  -f-  1^^^  volumes  carbo- 
nic acid  are  said  to  form  carbonate  of  ammonia,  whereas  they  (onn  bicarbonate; 
and  100  volumes  ammoniaeal  gas  4-  100  sulphuretted  hydrogen  are  stated  to 
form  hydrosulphuret  of  ammonia,  when  in  fact  the  correct  proportions  are 
200  volumes  ammoniaeal  gas  -|-  100  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  Again,  in  the  table 
at  page  37,  water  is  stated  to  consist  of  one  volume  of  hydrogen  -4-  two  volumes 
of  oxygen,  and  carbonic  acid  is  printed  for  carbonic  oxide. 

And  here  we  maybe  permitted  to  remark,  that  if  the  American  physician  bad 
used  the  latest  edition  of  Mr  Thomson's  Dispensatory,  he  might  have  avoided 
some  of  these  errors;  for  though  they  exist  in  the  edition  of  1824,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  employed  in  the  preparation  of  the  present  volume,  they  are 
in  part  corrected  in  that  of  1826.  Now,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the 
latest  edition  would  have  been  employed ;  for  independently  of  the  advantage  to 
be  derived  from  using  a  last  edition,  as  freer  from  errors  of  mere  inadvert- 
ence, it  has  always  been  considered  as  judicious  in  a  compiler  to  avail  himself  of 
the  last  modifications  and  additions  of  the  author  from  whom  he  proposes  to 
draw.  If  this  rule  bad  been  attended  to,  the  articles  hydrocyanic  acid,  iodine, 
croton  oil,  wine  of  colchicum,  &c.  instead  of  being  printed  in  an  appendix^ 
would  have  formed  a  part  of  the  text  of  the  present  work ;  and  it  would  proba- 
bly have  been  enriched  with  the  articles  on  *'  Incompatibles,"  *'  Pharmaceutical 
Equivalents"  and  "  Oxalic  Acid,"  which  are  among  the  more  important  addi- 
tions to  the  new  edition  of  Thomson. 

We  have  already  stated,  that  part  II.  on  the  Materia  Medica,  has  been  bor- 
rowed from  Thomson,  with  slight  omissions  and  additions.  The  additions  con- 
sist almost  exclusively  of  descriptions  of  American  medicinal  plants,  taken,  for 
the  most  part,  from  Thatcher  and  Dyckman  ;  part  of  them  inserted  alpha- 
betically, and  the  rest  appended,  under  tlie  title  of  **  American  medicines,  omit- 
ted in  the  text.'*     Our  impression  is,  that  this  list  is  far  from  being  complete. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  anomalous  arrangement  is  fumiihcd  in  appendix 
No.  1.  After  several  pages  have  been  copied  from  Thomson  on  mineral  waters, 
a  set  of  toxicologieal  tables  are  introduced,  which  naturally  lead  the  reader  to 
suppose  that  the  article  on  mineral  waters  is  finished ;  but  what  must  be 
his  surprise  to  find,  that,  after  ten  pages  of  tables  on  poisons  are  disposed  of, 
the  article  on  mineral  waters  is  resumed,  and  now  completed  without  further 
break  or  interruption.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  American  physician,  hav- 
ing determined  to  copy  the  article  on  mineral  waters  from  the  London  Disi»en- 
salory,  would  have  printed  it  continuously. 

In  the  extract  from  Paris  on  the  art  of  prescribing  medicines,  the  printer  Is 
chargeable  with  the  rare  fault  of  following  the  original  too  closely.  Thus  we 
have,  in  almost  every  column  of  this  ezceipt,  ouaerical  references  to  medical 
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fBrmoUi.  For  ezainple,  tbs  reader  if  rafiHvtd  to  fomoUi  41,  116,  117»  wad  to 
fermoUi  t»4,5,  and  this  perfaapa  in  twtoty  dUferant  placaa.  He  la  alao  ftfenad  to 
particular  toIuoim  and  pages.  But  as  tbe  American  pliysidanhaa  ooc  copied  tke 
tormnia,  and  as  tbe  volume  and  page  indicated  lelato  exclusively  to  Dr  PAmia's 
woffc,  it  would  have  t»een  better  if  tbese  references  bad  been  omitted. 

The  selections  from  Pbarsoh's  Thesaurus  Hedlcaminnm  embnoo  many  vtt- 
hiaUe  formula.  The  last  edition  of  this  work,  printed  in  1810,  loDowod  Iho 
Bomendatuie  of  the  Oien  last  editions  of  tbe  British  pharmaccffttlno.  SisBe 
that  time,  the  London  and  Edfaiboi|^  coDeges  have  printed  new  oditkwia  of 
their  pbarmacopoBlas,  the  last  edition  of  the  London  having  appeared  in  IBii, 
and  of  tbe  Edinborgh  In  1817.  It  would  have  been  an  improvement,  if  die 
formula  selected  had  been  made  to  conform.  In  nomendatme,  to  tlio  IntMt  edi- 
tions of  these  worln. 

We  have  already  indicated  GmAT's  Supplement  as  the  source  from  wiiicli  dm 
second  appendix  is  derived.  In  tbe  origjnal,  the  artklea  potked  ere  trealad  ef 
under  the  three  beads  of  **  organiied  bodies,'*  *<  subitwaoei-iiot  OfgialBed,'*  and 
«  miscellaneous  matters."  «  Vegetables"  constitute  the  Sm  division  of  «*  or* 
ganic  bodies,"  and  die  different  plants  mentioned  are  arranged  aoeofdfng  to  dm 
natural  orders  of  Jussibu.  First,  we  have  "  order  I.  Alga,"  whldi  era  tiMi 
characterised :  «  Approach  to  an  animal  nature,  by  containing  math  ntoogea; 
none  are  poisonous."  Then  follow  a  number  of  plants  belonging  to  dils  bedes^ 
and  among  the  rest,  the  *'  mousse  de  Corse."  Tliis  order  being  completod,  we 
next  have.  In  the  parent  woik,  the  **  fungi"  as  the  second  order.  Tlmi  cha- 
racters of  the  plants  whldi  It  embraces  are  thus  enumerated :  **  Frequency 
poisonous:  the  beet  remedy  In  this  case,  after  immediate  vbmidng^  by  tlckfiBg 
the  fauces,  and  die  exhibition  of  dysters,  is  ather  31.  in  a  glass  of  water.  The 
Rttsrians,  however,  eat  almost  every  species  that  are  of  any  sixe,  only  stewing 
them  thoroughly,  and  diinkiog  a  glass  of  brandy  after  them :  and  the  ancients 
stewed  suspected  mushrooms  with  some  twigs  of  the  pear-tree,  as  an  antidote  to 
their  bad  effects." 

lo  the  extracts  from  Gray  for  tbe  Eclectic  Dispensatory,  none  of  the  divi- 
sioDs  of  tbe  original  work  are  preserved.  Accordingly,  the  articles  adopted  from 
the  class  of  vegetables  are  inserted  without  distinction  into  orders.  Of  the 
plants,  included  under  the  order  Algae  by  Gray,  only  one  is  adopted  in  the  dis- 
pensatory before  us;  namely,  the  "mousse  de  Corse."  No  general  characters 
of  the  algae  are  given ;  but  by  a  strange  mistake,  the  paragraph  detailing  the  ge- 
neral  properties  of  the  fungi  is  made  immediately  to  follow  the  description  of 
tbe  "  mousse  de  Corse,"  and  that  too,  without  prefixing  the  title  **  fungi." 
By  this  anangement  of  the  original  text,  the  **  mousse  de  Corse,"  which,  as  one 
of  the  aJgae,  is  expressly  stated  not  to  be  poisonous,  is  made  to  appear  so  by  the 
application  to  it  of  the  general  characters  of  the  fungi. 

Tbe  same  evidences  of  haste  are  evinced  in  the  selections  from  Gray,  as  In 
those  firoQi  Paris.  At  page  592  we  have  the  following  words :  "  Clematis 
erects,  as  caustic  and  burning  as  the  former."  It  would  puzzle  the  reader  to 
extract  any  meaning  from  this  statement ;  for  if  he  refer  to  **  the  former"  article, 
he  has  an  account  of  the  "  white  pariera  brava,"  which  has  no  caustic  proper- 
ties whatever.  But  the  whole  difficulty  is  solved  by  reference  to  Gray,  where 
we  find  the  article  "  clematis  erects,"  preceded  by  a  description  of  the  "  wild 
travellers-joy,"  the  baric  and  herb  of  which  are  stated  to  be  **  caustic,  raishig 
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bUsteri."  Again,  in  extracting. the  article  **  alcenorque,"  reference  la  made, 
as  in  the  original  work,  to  orders  154  and  42,  though  no  distinctions  of  orders 
have  been  preserved  by  the  American  compiler. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  blame  the  preparer  of  the  Eclectic  Dispensatory,  for  not 
haying  followed  the  classification  of  Gray,  in  the  articles  which  he  has  borrow- 
ed. The  arrangement  of  this  writer  is  lame  and  imperfect,  and  were  it  other- 
wise, the  excerpts  are  so  much  scattered  as  to  render  any  classification  nearly 
impossible.  Nevertheless,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  matter  adopted  would 
have  been  diligently  revised,  in  order  to  free  it  from  references  to  divisions 
which  have  not  been  preserved,  and  to  contexts  which  are  nowhere  to  be 
found. 

Perhaps  we  have  said  enough  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  character  of  the 
Eclectic  Dispensatory ;  but  before  we  close  this  article,  we  feel  disposed  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  compilation  as  a  whole.  In  the  class  of  works  to  which 
Dispensatories  belong,  we  expect  compilation ;  but  the  materials  should  be  skilfully 
wrought,  and  made  to  exhibit,  as  a  whole,  something  of  unity  of  purpose.  We 
would  even  concede,  that  the  writings  of  foreigners  are  fair  game ;  and  that 
booksellers  may  print  them  in  part  or  in  whole,  or  make  up  a  volume  from  por- 
tions of  different  books,  just  as  it  suits  their  fancy,  or  accords  with  the  sugges- 
tioos  of  interest.  But  is  there  not  an  obligation  somewhere,  that  the  materials 
of  the  compilation  should  be  so  modified,  as  to  be  adapted  to  the  country  in 
which  it  is  printed,  and  the  wants  of  the  class  of  readers  for  whom  it  is  design- 
ed ?  Or  if  it  be  determined  to  make  a  mere  reprint  from  several  authors,  is  it  not 
proper  to  indicate  to  the  reader,  who  it  is  that  addresses  him,  and  to  what  coun- 
try he  belongs  ?  In  the  present  instance,  a  Dispensatory  is  compiled  by  "  an 
American  physician,"  purporting  to  be  collated  from  the  best  authorities.  Who 
then  is  meant  by  the  personal  praooun  **  I  ?"  Is  the  reader  bound  to  know  that 
*'  I"  means  Anthony  Todd  Thomson  in  the  first  &00  pages,  and  John  Atston 
Paris  from  page  506  to  page  545  ?  Numerous  statements  of  &cts  and  opi- 
nions are  made  in  different  parts  of  the  compilation,  and  is  it  certain  that  the 
reader  will  know  what  portion  of  them  rests  on  the  authority  of  Duncan,  what 
on  Pearson,  and  what  on  Gray  ?  A  knowledge  of  authorities  is  often  import- 
ant to  determine  the  degree  of  dependence  which  may  be  placed  on  assertions. 
In  illustration  of  this  position,  we  may  remark,  in  relation  to  the  last  mentioned 
writer,  that  the  composition  of  his  supplement  is  sufficient  to  shew,  that  he  is  a 
person  of  no  respectability,  and  therefore  not  to  be  trusted  as  an  accurate  and  ve- 
racious writer. 

Let  us  next  inquire,  whether  any  pains  have  been  taken  to  adapt  the  compila- 
tion under  notice  to  the  wants  of  the  American  practitioner.  We  have  already 
mentioned,  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  work  is  borrowed  from  the  London 
Dispensatory.  In  the  English  work,  England  is  constantly  indicated  by  the  ex- 
presttion  '*  this  country,*'  and  America  is  as  constantly  alluded  to  as  a  foreign 
country.  By  the  adoption  of  the  same  phraseology  in  the  American  work,  **  this 
country'*  means  England,  and  foreign  countries  mean  the  United  States,  and  all 
the  rest  of  the  worid  besides  except  England.  Thus,  at  page  163,  the  stramo- 
nium is  stated  to  be  "  a  native  of  America,  but  is  now  naturalized  in  this  coun- 
try." Again,  at  page  187  it  is  said  that  '*  the  greater  part  of  the  quicksilver 
which  is  used  in  thii  country^  is  brought  from  Germany  in  *eathem  skins."  At 
page  218,  we  are  informed  in  the  article  on  tobacco^lhat  "  the  cultivation  of  it  fee 
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the  pwpotet  of  tnule  hat  bMn  long  prolrfbiAed;  uid  tkm  eomUry^  at  weD  as 
tkt  gvMttr  part  of  Earope,  ia  chiefly  auppliad  from  Virginia." 

Tha  Dispentatory  uader  notice  ia  atatod  to  bo  edeetic,  and  to  bo  collatod 
fioai  tbe  boat  antboritiea.  EelecHe  implioa  diolco,  witb  tbo  omciae  of  jvdg- 
moot;  to  cottaU  moana  to  compan,  with  a  Yiew  to  hanaonizo  tho  okjecto  of 
compariaoB.  How  &r  the  praaont  publicatloB  poaaoaaea  tbo  qnaBttoo  inapfiod  in 
theae  torma,  ia  left  to  tbo  jndfiDmiC  of  tbo  raador. 


ArticiiB  XX.—DiMiertatwn  tur  la  JVim-Rcunion  de  quefguei  JPVaeturet^  et 
en  partUuUer  de  uUe  du  brae,  et  eur  un  moyen  novmeav,  de  guerir  le$ 
fttueeee  orHeuUUimu  qvd  enreevUeni,  Presentee,  &c.  par  J.  B.  La  Rochs, 
Anden  CbiniTgicn  de  premiere  dasae  aux  Arm^aa,  at  Cbirargien  major  de  THS- 
pital  MUitaire  d'Huningue,  &c.    A  Paria,  1805. 


on  the  J^tbn-Rexmionofeertavii  Fraetwree,  and  on  anewMethod 
rfemnngfdUe  JbHadatwnM.    By  J.  B.  La  Rocrs,  Smgooo,  h/t. 

Thia  thoaia  baa  already  attracted  aome  attention  among  na,  and  been  at  Torioui 
tinea  tbo  anbjoet  of  conTOnation,  firoro  ita  aingular  blundera  with  regmrd  to  Or 
ParaicK'a  name,  aa  well  as  fiom  the  compariaon  which  it  inatitutoa  between  hb 
rational  and  auceeanfal  experiment  and  the  conjecture  of  an  honoorad  firiond  of 
tbo  author.  We  therefore  conclude  that  a  notice  of  it  will  be  not  without  inte- 
rest to  oursubscribera. 

Dr  La  Roche  gives  us  a  sketch,  in  the  manner  so  usual  with  writers,  of  the 
ancieut  history  and  modes  of  treatment  of  ununited  fractures.  He  then  describes 
at  some  length  tbe  operation  of  Mr  White  ;  which,  severe  and  hazardous  as  it  is, 
is  regarded  by  him,  not  without  justice,  as  being,  till  a  recent  day,  (he  only  resort 
of  surgeons  in  these  unfortunate  cases.  The  main  object,  however,  of  bis  theais 
ia  the  operation  of  Dr  Physics.  M.  L.  congratulates  himself  and  tbe  unhappy 
patient  upon  the  existence  of  a  discovery  by  which,  with  far  less  risk  and  aufier- 
ing,  the  purpose  can  be  effectually  answered.  He  proceeds  to  narrate  the  case, 
as  given  by  Dr  Physick,  or,  we  should  rather  say,  as  translated  by  his  friend, 
Dr  Gaillaroot,  of  St  Domingo.  We  conceive  an  abstract  of  the  case  to  be 
well  worth  republication ;  but  instead  of  the  honest  but  oddly  erroneous  transla- 
tion, we  will  betake  ourselves  to  the  original,  in  the  New  York  Medical  Reposi- 
tory, Hexade  II.  Vol.  I.  No.  26. 

Isaac  Patterson,  a  seaman,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  fractured  his  arm,  April 
lllh,  1801,  while  on  board  ship;  the  accident  being  occasioned  by  a  heavy  sea 
breaking  over  the  vesi^el.  The  next  day,  the  captain  and  mate  bound  it  up  in 
splints;  and  in  three  weeks  he  arrived  at  Alexandria,  D.  C;  without  having  suf- 
fered any  pain  or  observed  any  swelling.  A  physician,  at  that  place,  informed 
him  that  the  ends  of  the  bone  were  not  in  a  proper  situation ;  and  after  making 
extension,  (he  splints  and  bandages  weic  again  applied.  Ho  remained  in  Alex- 
andria four  months ;  when,  finding  his  arm  no  stronger,  he  left  off  all  dressings,  and 
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went  on  board  the  New  York  frigate,  as  steward.  In  thli  capacity  he  remained 
near  the  Federal  city  six  montlis ;  and,  bein^^  obliged  to  use  bis  arm,  he  found  th« 
place  of  fracture  grow  more  and  more  flexible,  until,  at  length,  it  became  as  free 
in  its  motions  as  a  natural  joint  From  the  (rigate  he  went  to  Baltimore ;  where 
bis  arm  was  kept  in  a  state  of  permanent  extension  for  two  months. 

On  his  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  Dr  Phtbick  found  the  humerus  fractured  aboot 
two  and  a  half  inches  above  the  elbow  joint;  and  diat  the  ends  of  the  Sones  had 
passed  each  other  about  an  inch ;  the  lower  fragment  being  on  the  outside  of  the 
superior  portion.  By  forcible  extension,  the  lower  end  might  be  pulled  down- 
wards to  a  considerable  extent,  but  not  so  far  as  to  bring  the  fractured  ends  to  the 
same  level. 

The  patient  entered  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  May  1802 ;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  heat,  -and  a  dangerous  attack  of  fever,  the  operation  was  postponed 
till  the  18th  of  December. 

The  arm  was  moderately  extended,  so  as  to  approximate  the  ends  of  the  frag- 
ments ;  and  a  seton-needle,  armed  with  a  skein  of  silk,  was  passed  as  nearly  as 
possible  between  them.  Some  lint  and  a  pledget  were  then  applied  to  each  of 
the  orifices  produced  ;  and  the  whole  secured  by  a  roUer.  The  patient  suffered 
very  little  pain. 

In  a  few  days,  an  inflammation  of  no  great  severity  was  followed  by  an  equally 
moderate  suppuration.  The  arm  was  now  again  extended,  and  splints  appUed. 
The  dressings  were  renewed  daily  for  twelve  weeks ;  during  which  time  no  im* 
provemept  was  perceived:  soon  after  this  period,  however,  stiffness,  and  pain  on 
flexure,  were  distinctly  noticed,  and  the  bony  union  went  on  rapidly.  On  the 
4th  of  May  1808,  four  months  and  sixteen  days  after  the  operation,  and  between 
seven  and  eight  weeks  from  the  first  discovery  of  commencing  union,  the  arm 
was  so  far  recovered,  that  it  could  be  turned  in  all  directions  as  freely  as  before 
the  accident  happened.  The  seton  was  now  removed ;  andUhe  sores  occasioned 
by  it  healed  in  a  few  days  On  the  28th  of  May  he  was  discharged;  and  Dr 
Physick  subsequently  received  repeated  assurances  from  him,  that  his  arm  wee 
as  strong  as  it  had  ever  been. 

The  above  narrative  is  given  in  the  thesis  with  tolerable  fairness  In  a  scientifte 
point  of  view,  and  evidently  with  an  honest  intention.  The  object  of  the  wiiter 
is  to  set  this  new  operation  in  the  strongest  light,  as  the  blessing  to  humanity 
which  it  really  is.  In  this  Dr  L.  acts  as  a  philanthropist  and  deserves  praise. 
He  is  also  evidently  a  roan  of  practical  .experience,  and  has  seen  surgery  before 
he  offered  this  thesis  to  the  faculty  of  Paris.  At  the  same  time  we  think  the 
translator  really  deserves  a  serious  censure,  at  least  if  the  errors  of  the  narrative 
are  chargeable  to  him ;  as  more  care  is  surely  to  be  demanded  in  translating  papeii 
of  scientific  importance.  We  nay  smile  at  recognizing  **  JVew  Torek"  in  its  queer 
Dutch-French  dress,  and  may  require  a  few  minutes  to  "  guess*'  out  Washington 
under  the  disguise  of  "  PodSraleity** ;  but  it  reaUy  seems  hardly  possible  to  con- 
ceive the  process  by  which  the  name  of  our  venerated  preceptor  could  be,  **  de 

bonne  foi,"  transfuimed  into  '*  Monsieur  le  docteur  Philippe  S medecin  et 

chiiurgien  dans  les  £tats*Unis'*) !  Certainly,  where  a  man's  publications  are  fit 
objects  for  translation  and  analysis,  his  name  is  worthy  of  being  correctly  spelled. 
And  our  national  pride  will  hardly  permit  us  to  beKete  that  **  M.  Gaiujibdot, 
medecin,  revcnant  de  St  Domingue,*'  could  be  ign^nt  of  the  name  and  stand* 
ing  of  bis  author — 

Vol.  v.— No.  10,  April  1828.  66 


ICAL  .fOTlCU 


^ 


bowevtr.  lhi>  mijihl  hat*  bfrn 
Tlie  "       ■ 


Nituml  Sciences 

tateot  piitt  or  Ihe  nmi 
inlctidoDaJ,  ne  ate  far 
tfould  be  bIiouI  ai  con 
Chaubiieb  h  cabhie), 


F.  J. V.  . 


■iguei  youHcIf  uDknown  ;" 

:an  with  ihe  sur^on  ID  Buiii]>sile'i  ■rmiet 
olhen  or  a  iimiUr  cli*r>clct  which  we  hara 
ret  of  Ihe  varly  taboucii  of  Ihe  Pbilidelphii  Acaileiny  of 
I  lliH  uine  nmme,  lioce  then  we  hope  more  firmly  itn- 
of  the  BnilyaU,  »u  tpell  in  two  or  thine  wiyi  in  dif- 
lolume.    Thai  ihi*  mislaking  of  Ur  Pukiick'b  lunie  i* 
-DID  being  prepsfed  lo  thinli;  but  we  will  aver,  Ibal  It 
cl  and  H  aett  In  phrWMiliigy,  lo  term  Ihe  vcaeraUa 
:o  style  Ihe  gre*te9t  medical  fienliu  of  Ihe  a^.  Moiu. 
.  ■  .  bnith- in  titer, — and  fouatler  of  the  tchool  oT  physiological  medi- 
cine, 01 10  call  M.  Gaillabdot  himself  a  ghoil  from  St  Domingo. 

M.  La  Roche  itoceeils.  in  teraia  of  wnrm  iffeclionapd  regret,  to  meDtionin 
Dperalion  perronn'-d  by  hia  late  superior,  the  piiocipil  aurgeou  of  the  army  of  the 
Rhine  i  in  wbicll  ll  o  latter  paased  a  gelan  through  the  cicatricea  of  a  Kuo-abot 
fracture  of  the  ihigh ;  the  daralion  of  the  case  not  given,  to  faeililate  the  i»<^aliati 
and  Bcpnration  of  the  dead  lealrs  of  bono,  and  at  the  tame  time,  in  the  hope  that 
"  it  would  excite  (he  divided  surfjce<,  and  perhaps  at  leoj^th  bring  on  their  adhe- 
sion and  CDDgluti nation."  The  event  was  prospccouf,  and  the  patient  could 
walk  without  crutches  in  two  maalhs.  "  Why,"  saya  our  author,  "  did  I  not 
then  underBtand  bim  l>eller !  And  must  it  be  that  my  ancient  chier,  moat  gene- 
rally loo  indilTerenl  with  regard  la  his  surgical  reputation  and  the  [ortune  of  Ua 
discoveries,  has  left  ihia  to  be  made  and  Ihe  honour  enjoyed  by  Dr  PniLir 
iriog  the  claim  and  Ihe  priority  to  the  surgery  of  France  1" 


Thia  little  ebullition,  the  result  of  an  attachment  to    bis  friend  ai 


I  preceptor 


which  doei  honour  to  the  hea 
subject  of  his  regret.  Nor  could  the  surgeon  10  whom  he  alludes  hare  antlei- 
paled  Dr  Phvsick,  bad  be  been  never  so  avaricloiii  of  laurels.  The  operatJOD 
of  Uie  latter  was  peifornied  in  llie  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  December  18,  1302  : 
the  French  entered  Augsburgh,  under  Ihe  emperor  Napoleon,  at  no  earlier  period 
than  the  summer  of  ISOS ;  at  which  time  we  presume  the  openilion  deiotibed  b* 
Di  L.  was  performed  ;  as,  although  lie  does  nut  give  the  dair,  he  states  U  u 
have  been  done  by  the  surgeon- genera  I  of  the  army  of  Ihe  Uhine,  while  in  that 
elty.  We  see,  therefore,  no  foundation  for  any  claim  of  priority,  were  even  Ifaa 
attempt  made;  unless,  indeed,  it  be  at  the  sacrifice  of  truth; — a  thing  of  which, 
though  there  have  be<.-n  repealed  inatancea  of  the  occurrence  in  mare  countries 
Ihan  one,  we  judge  the  author  of  this  Iheais  incapable.  Indeed  he  introducoa 
the  operation,  with  beconung  candour,  as  "  atlogether  new,  and  as  yet  jDheerd 
of  amang  French  Burgeons" — "  toule  recente,  et  encore  inoule  parnii  les  chiiur^ 
^ens  Fiancais."  We  will  therefore  close  by  remarking  that,  as  our  nation  it 
(hou^t  somewhat  to  resemble  the  French  in  the  ardent  desire  for  celebrity  enoe- 
ed  by  BO  many  of  its  citizens  )  a  properly  of  this  kind,  wherever  placed,  ought  to 
be  particularly  respected  by  those  who  ascribe  la  it  so  high  a  value.  The  love 
of  piaise  has  otten  been  found  the  most  powetful  aliniulus  to  medical  imprave- 
l  it  1!  only  when  thia  is  pushed  to  an  injurious  degree,  that  it  becomes 
necessary  lo  check  the  feeling,  by  recollccling  (hit  ihe  legitimate  abject  of  our 
proressloQ  is  not  glory,  but  the  good  work  of  healing  Ihe  sick. 

If,  however,  the  desire  of  renown  be  too  strong  foi  phitofophy.  and  our  author 
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be  f  till  disposed  to  indulge  io  regiets  that  ui  emlneot  surgeoo  wboai  he  knew 
was  anticipated  by  one  with  whom  be  was  not  acquainted,  we  can  at  least  oflbr 
him  the  consolation  that  his  firiend  and  preceptor  need  not  be  at  all  ashamed  of 
the  individual  who  has  been  beforehand  with  him ;  and  we  may  couch  the  **  eolft* 
tia  victis'*  nearly  in  the  words  of  Virgil : 

Hoc  tamen,  infeliz,  miseram  solabere^  sortem ; 
JEnem  magni  dextra  cadis. 


AuticleXXI.— TVarifcieltonf  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  tf  jy\ne 
York,  for  the  year  1828;  with  the  jinnual  Addreee  by  T.  Roitsrir  Bbck, 
H.D.  President  of  the  Society.  Pp.  54. 

The  Medical  Society  of  the  state  of  New  York,  especially  since  the  paasafi 
of  the  new  law  in  1827,  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  efficient  bodies  yet  or- 
ganised in  our  country,  being  established  and  supported  by  the  legislature  of  the 
state,  and  having  a  body  of  laws  generally  excellent  and  which  appear  to  be  en- 
forced. Every  county  has  iti  incorporated  medical  society,  to  which  eveiy 
practising  physician  in  such  county  must  belong,  or  be  liable  to  all  the  legal 
penalties  relative  to  unlicensed  physicians.  These  local  societies  exercise  a  me- 
dical police,  under  the  sanction,  and  by  the  assistance,  of  the  civil  power,  over 
its  own  members.  Delegates  from  each  county  society,  in  unison  with  certaio 
permanent  and  honorary  members,  form  the  State  Medical  Society,  to  meet  an- 
nually, on  the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  at  the  capital  city,  Albany.  The  bye- 
laws  of  the  county  medical  societies  must  not  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  Society.  The  following  regulations,  as  established  by  law,  or  by  the 
State  Society  (which  last  have  all  the  force  of  law),  are  of  general  interest. 

The  regular  term  for  medical  studies  is  four  years,  except  when  the  student 
has  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  a  medical  college,  or  had  a  liberal  education 
at  a  college  in  the  state.  To  practice  physic,  a  license  or  diploma  is  required 
from  one  of  the  county  societies,  or  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  from  the 
regents  of  the  University :  or  as  regards  strangers,  a  certificate  or  diploma, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  state  or  country  to  which  die  candidate  belongs, 
which  certificate  or  diploma  must  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  county.  The 
colleges  of  the  state  have  no  authority  to  grant  licences,  or  the  degree  of  M  J). 
TUs  last  can  only  be  granted  by  the  regents  of  the  University,  who  are  appoint- 
ed by  the  legislature,  and  to  whom  the  candidates  for  the  doctorate  are  recom- 
mended by  ttie  county  or  state  societies,  or  by  the  trustees  and  profeeaon  of  the 
incorporated  colleges  of  the  state.  To  them  also  belongs  the  appointment  of 
these  trustees  and  professors,  so  that  the  regents  have  authority  over  all  the 
scientific  and  medical  institutions  of  the  state,  and  yet  cannot  act,  hot  through 
the  medium  of  subordinate  bodies,  while  they  tbesMelvea  are  responsible  te  the 
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ilnlttliati  of  Ibe  co  Dititulioa  of  our  country. 

Among  the  bye-lan's  of  (he  Side  Society,  apeistive  on  all  the  county  ^ocieUe*. 
we  reiuark  IliM  the  folloning  declaration  musl  be  lignrd  by  evecy  candidate  Uu 
■  licence  or  diploma,  bcfoie  be  ii  aulharlzed  (□  pncdce  medicine  or  surgecy. 

"  I,  A.  B.  do  faiemnty  declare,  thi(  I  will  honeidy,  viituausly  and  cbaslcly 
conduct  myself  In  tbe  practice  of  pbyMC  aod  lurgeiy,  with  Ibe  priiileges  or  bs- 
eccising  which  profession  I  am  now  lo  be  invealcd;  and  that  1  will  with  fidelity 
and  hODOur  do  every  thing  in  my  powei  foi  the  benefit  of  (he  lick  cominitUd 
to  mycbsige."  p.  24. 

Anolhei  regulaliati  should  also  be  nodced. 

'*  That  any  membec  of  the  said  lociely,  who  may  be  convicted  of  any  ■eriaat 
offence  againsl  the  law>  of  this  Kate,  of  of  (he  United  SUtei,  Or  who  majbe 
guilty  of  gross  iiumotalily,  o>  who  shall  have  improper  ptetensioD!  (o  any  «p«. 
ciAc  or  nostrum,  or  who  shall  be  repeatedly  ;;uilty  of  Improper  conduct  io  tbe 
duties  of  bis  prafeBslou,  or  his  behaviour  in  thii  saclcly,  may  he  eipelled  at  any 
annJversBiy  meeting  of  (his  society,  upon  a  vote  of  tno-thirda  of  [he  memben 

The  pamphlet  before  us  conlains  the  Iraniactions  of  the  Slate  Society  at  Its 
aimiral  meeting  in  February  last;  together  wilb  the  annual  Eiddresj  of  (heir 
learned  president,  Di  T.  Rouein  Beck.  Of  tbe  farinet,  the  (otlowing  ars 
troitby  of  record  and  of  general  diStision. 

•■  Whereas  Dr  BEMAum  Waterhoctbe  has  lent  bis  name  in  support  ol, 
and  in  sanctiuuing  the  empirical  practice  of  Samuel  Thomson  :  therefore, 

<■  getuUxd  unanimnualy.  That  tbe  name  of  Behjauih  WATCHHOuaE  ba 
■Iricken  from  the  list  of  bonoraiy  members  of  (his  society."  p.  6. 

Several  reiolutians  on  (he  subject  of  the  increasing  evil  of  iotemperance  wbn 
adopted,  declaring,  (hat  the  habitual  use  of  atdeiil  spirits  is  productive  oT 
weaknen  and  disease  and  not  of  strenglh  and  vigour :  (hB(  it  is  never  a  preven- 
tive of  disease,  but  often  predisposes  to  complaints  of  a  severe  character ;  that 
the  tociety  will  discourage  (he  lD(emperatc  use  of  ardent  apirila,  as  Cir  aa  thMi 
influence  and  example  will  extend,  &c.  p.  12. 

The  importance  of  improving  medical  education,  and  of  adopting  throughaut 
(he  United  States  a  unifotin  system  of  instruction,  has  for  some  time  past  occu- 
pied the  Bitenlion  of  (he  profession.  Reference  la  tho  fourth  volume  o(  &u 
Journal,  p.  204,  will  exhibit  the  resolutions  of  the  Northampton  Medical  Con- 
vention, nhicb,  it  is  believed,  are  becoming  operative  lo  the  eastern  states.  A 
national  system  is,  however,  desirable,  and  the  New  York  Slate  Society,  at  th» 
■uggestionof  the  faculty  of  Bowdoin  College,  Maine,  have  recommended  (hecallioe 
of  "  a  national  convention,  consisting  of  a  delegate  from  each  of  the  reculu^ , 
medical  colleges  and  Mate  medical  Boeletiei,  lo  meet  at  Philadelphia  on  (be  &t£ 
Tuesday  in  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  lui^esting  and  recommending  Ait 
adoption,  so  fat »  is  consistent  with  the  laws  ol  tbe  several  slates,  a  more  onf- 
form  system  of  medical  educalion  than  now  prevails."  DrT.  Bomevr  Bkck 
has  been  appolnled  the  delegate  on  (he  part  of  said  society.  We  hope,  that  this 
eObrt  will  be  met  with  the  hbetalily  which  it  so  eminently  deserves.  SecdoMl 
interests  and  jealousies  should  be  forgotten. 

The  annual  address,  from  the  accomplished  and  talented  author  of  tb*  J 
ments  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  on  the  subject  ofMedieid  Evidtnce,  is 
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of  the  writer,  and  of  cotine,  interesting  and  Taluable.  After  atating  the  impof- 
tance  of  his  theme  and  the  necesaity  which  exist!  and  is  usually  recognized,  that 
medical  men  should  be  consulted  in  every  case  of  violent  death,  the  author  ob- 
serves that  it  becomes  an  interesting  question,  how  this  principle  shall  be  beet 
exercised  for  the  furtherance  of  the  ends  of  justice — in  punishing  the  guilty  and 
preserving  the  innocent — how  the  obstacles  to  its  proper  knowledge  shall  be  beat 
obviated — and  how  the  difficulties  that  attend  its  execution  may  be  lessened  or 
removed. 

In  cases  of  violent  death,  what  are  the  duties  of  professional  witnesses,  first 
before  the  coroner's  jury  and  secondly  before  the  court  and  jury  ?  Facts  are  chiefly 
to  be  elicited  in  the  one  case— opinions  as  well  as  facts  in  the  second.  The  physi- 
cian is  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  eau$e  of  death — and  may  therefore,  and  ai' 
ways  should,  demand  a  dissection  of  the  body,  or  as  an  alternative  deny  his  tes- 
timony. A  knowledge  of  anatomy — healthy  and  morbid,  and  in  cases  of  poison- 
ing, of  chemistry,  is  hence  absolutely  necessary.  The  author  from  this  statement 
very  candidly  draws  an  inference  which  none  should  be  ashamed  to  admit,  that 
few,  very  few  are  fully  prepared  to  give  evidence  in  cases  of  violent  death.  The 
physician  in  extensive  practice  has  little  time,  and  in  the  country,  still  less  op- 
portunity of  acquiring  or  even  of  keeping  up,  a  knowledge  of  the  minutia  of 
anatomy  or  chemistiy,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  *'  a  man  may  be  ajudid' 
ous,  correct  and  excellent  practitioner  of  medicine,  and  yet  not  competent  a$  a 
uyitnesSt"  and  hence  a  fair  reputation  and  great  excellence  are  often  tarnished  un- 
justly by  the  inquiries  of  the  bar  and  the  court.  Hence,  Dr  Bxck  recommends 
the  appointment  of  medical  men  who  shall  be  specially  charged  with  this  duty, 
and  who  would  then  qualify  themselves  for  the  task.  The  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, the  cause  ol  justice  and  of  innocence,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the 
profession,  would  in  this  way  be  alike  promoted.  This  practice  is  not  novel ;  It 
was  adopted  in  1582  by  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth, — ^and  in  1662  by  Heniy 
the  Fourth  of  France,  and  is  now  the  general  custom  on  the  continent  of  En- 
rope. 

Under  existing  circumstances  dissections  and  chemical  examinations  should 
be  made  by  two  or  more  physicians,  who  will  thus  have  the  benefit  of  each  other't 
advice  and  assistance;  the  more  important,  as  the  happiness,  reputation  and.lifa 
of  an  individual  often  rest  on  the  opinion  friven  by  the  medical  witness.  When 
the  physician  is  cited  before  the  court  his  situation  is  more  difficult — he  must 
state  the  facts,  the  opinion  deduced  from  those  facts  and  the  reasons  for  that  opi- 
nion. He  has  often  to  defend  his  opinions  from  the  objections  of  other  medi- 
cal witnesses,  and  especially  from  the  severe  and  minute  scrutiny  by  the 
gentlemen  of  the  bar.  The  facts  should  be  stated  in  as  plain  and  perspicuous 
language  as  is  consistent  with  precision  and  accuracy.  **  The  doctrine  founded 
on  the  facts  should  next  be  mentioned  in  an  unequivocal  manner,  so  as  at  ones 
to  evince  the  decided  belief  of  the  individual  in  it,  and  the  reasons  on  which  it  is 
established/'  that  thus  no  room, — or  as  little  as  possible,  may  be  allowed  for 
cavilling,  and  that  opinions  should  not  be  hastily  advanced  or  abandoned.  Tbo 
nii!«clil^ous  effects  of  such  fluctuations  of  opinion,  the  author  ably  illustrates 
under  th^  two  heads  of  Infanticide  and  Insanity — our  space  will  not  allow  us  to 
follow  him. 

The  delicacy  of  the  phjrsician's  situation  is  enhanced  by  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  is  placed — he  is  summoned  by  one  party — and  his  evidence  is 
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•ipected  lo  corrobonte  one  ride  and  lo  impugD  Ibe  other.  H«  thould  b 
alfriys  declare  lbs  whole  truth,  eTea  if  not  quealioned  (o  that  client.  anddiouU 
endettDUi  to  guard  tgniuat  ill  liii|iBlience  or  irrilatioii  from  the  lecholcalitie*  of 
an  examiDBllDD — onen  renrieicd  more  pcrpleitDg  by  an  adveise  couniel.  To 
avoid  (hoc  difficulliet.  our  author  aug^U  thai  a  wrillen  rcpoti  be  pructiled  a« 
the  medical  bcls  in  the  case,  which  cbii  be  (tcllb«mp1y  ptcpared — where  di>ubta 
can  be  alated  and  Ihe  faTourahle  or  unfavounble  dccuinBlaiices  nieotioiieil.  He 
cao  thus  avoid  all  Lmpulalion]  of  being  a  pattisan. 

Ilia  wellkuDiTD  that  phyBJcians  too  ottea  disagree  in  opinion,  in  courti  orju*- 
tice,  aa  to  [he  bearing  of  certain  (acta  and  aa  to  Ihe  deducliona  to  In  dfsivn  (mni 
tbeoi.  This  g;cnc[>lly  ariica  frora  (he  duliveiy  of  the  (eilimoay,  vion  ddcc  .'  Iha 
opinion  ia  delivered  Im mediately,  before  the  conneclion  and  bearing  of  beta,  &.t. 
can  be  eximlDed.  Often  the  discrepancy  aiiaes  from  (he  want  of  Imonledge  in 
one  witnesi.  One  ii  ignorant  in  campariion  UHtA  t\e  other.  Wriiten  reports 
would  greatly  Dhviate  both  of  tbeae  ^aurce*  of  diiagreenient. 

When  bowevBr  a  dilTerence  actually  exiiu  the  rule  of  law  is  applicable. 
"  When  a  witoesi,"  »ayf  Starkix,  "  teslifiealoa  fact,  which  ii  wholly  or  partially 
the  reault  of  reason  upon  particular  circumatances,  i(  is  obvioui  that  the  reason* 
of  the  nilness  for  drawing  that  conclusion  ara  of  the  moat  eaaential  iiopoitanee, 
for  the  purpose  of  ueeitaining  whether  the  concluiion  was  a  correct  one.  And 
these  obaervationa  apply  with-peculiar  force  to  all  questions  of  skill  md  science."  - 
Agreeably  to  this  rule,  all  practitioners  are  not  proper  witnesies  in  all  cases — some- 
times an  anatomist  may  be  requited ;  sometimes  a  chemist ;  or  a  phynciaa  ;  or  a 
(urgeoo:  (oi  even  a  H  cuter  had  cause  to  regret  that  he  had  not  given  ih«  sub- 
ject of  poisons  mote  attention  before  hs  ventured  an  opinion  in  a  court  of  justice. 

Personal  experience  however  not  being  always  adequute,  it  is  necessary  anil 
proper  that  aufAaritics  sbould  be  adduced  and  received.  This  privilege  ia  ac- 
corded in  our  country  and  in  England — although  somelitnea  Opposed :  but,  as  ob> 
•erred  by  Dr  Crei-i.,  reading  as  well  as  eipenence  makes  a  physician,  neither  is 
there  "  any  reaton  why  I  should  not  quote  the  fathers  of  my  prDfession  Id  this 
case,  as  well  as  you  geotlemen  of  the  long  robe  quote  Coke  upon  Littleton  in 
others."  We  hope  this  eiample  will  be  followed,  and  that  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  will  leam  wliat  is  due  to  themselves  and  to  their  science,  aod 
be  always  prepared  for  defending  those  opinions  which  have  been  deliberately 
advanced.  They  cannot  avoid  Ihe  expreaaon  of  an  opinion,  as  has  been  suii- 
posed,  without  Ihe  appearance  of  ignorance,  and  unfortunately,  they  inay.be 
ofteo  cited  in  support  of  seulimunls  which  they  do  UDl  hold,  for  "a  doitdpia 
advocate,"  says  Mr  Smith,  "  has  a  great  advantage  over  auy  witness  hoNvMt 
learned  and  aelf  posaessed.  He  may  be  led  into  a  tiain  of  admissions,  the  Infer- 
eaces  from  which  are  afterwards  (o  be  turned  against  him  :"  yet,  by  attending  to 
the  niles  alrcaily  given — especially  by  suitably  preparing  himself  for  such  exami- 
natJoDS  and  by  a  decoious  respect  to  the  opinions  of  his  brethren  and  to  the  for- 
malities of  the  court,  (he  physician  will  always  honour  and  exalt  bis  profesrion, 
and  thus  publicly  demonstnte  the  benevolent  tendencies  of  a  science  devot«d  to 
the  alleviation  and  destruction  of  human  misery. 
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I.  ANATOMY. 

1.  Organization  and  Use  of  the  Spleen. — In  the  Journal  des  Progr^s,  tome 
vi.,  is  published  a  note  from  Jules  Arthaud,  which  contains  the  foUowlDg 
statement. 

"  Some  months  since,  I  was  informed  by  M.  Strauz,  a  naturalist,  whose 
candour  and  intelligence  are  generally  acknowledged,  that  in  1817  he  examioed» 
in  the  elephant  which  died  at  the  Garden  of  Plants,  by  the  aid  of  the  micro- 
scope, the  bands  composing  the  fibrous  net  work  of  the  spleen,  and  that  he  wtf 
not  able  to  recognize  in  them  the  distinctive  characters  of  the  fibrous  or  Taicu- 
lar  tissues.  He  opened  many  of  these  bands,  of  which  a  great  number  were  a 
half  line  in  diameter,  and  so  far  from  finding  them  pierced  by  a  canal,  as  he  had 
presumed  was  the  case,  to  his  great  astonishment,  he  discovered  that  they 
were  filled  with  a  pulpy  substance,  in  all  respects  similar  to  the  nervous  pulp. 
This  anatomical  examination  induced  him  to  believe,  that  the  spleen  was  a  ner- 
vous plexus  dependant  upon  the  ganglionic  system  of  the  viscera:  occupationa  of 
another  species  did  not  permit  him  to  continue  the  examination  of  this  import- 
ant point.  I  have,  however,  made  some  researches  to  assure  myself  of  the 
fact  announced  by  M.  Strauz,  and  the  following  are  the  results  at  which  I 
have  arrived. 

"1.  In  the  vertebral  animals,  the  existence  of  the  spleen  is  always  connected 
with  that  of  the  nervous  system. 

'*  2.  In  the  foetus  the  spleen  does  not  distinctly  appear,  until  daring  the  se- 
cond month  of  pregnancy — the  very  period  at  wmch  the  ganglionic  system  of 
the  human  foetus  is  first  perceived. 

"  3.  The  spleen  follows  all  the  modifications  Impressed  upon  the  nervous  sys- 
tem bv  difference  of  age,  the  degradation  of  the  infeilor  animals,  and  ammi- 
strositJes. 

*'  4.  In  genuine  eases  of  acephali,  the  absence  of  the  spleen  is  a  constaal 
fact. 

"  5.  Tliose  substances  which  sthnulate  especially  the  nervous  sjrstem  of  or- 
ganic life,  act  very  powerfully  upon  the  spleen,  which  becomes  tumefied  under 
their  influence. 

"  6.  The  tissue  of  the  spleen,  which  I  have  termed  nervous,  preserves,  in  a 
bath  of  pure  water,  the  density  which  it  had  previously  acquired  by  immersion 
in  a  mixture  of  seven  parti  of  water  and  one  of  nitric  acid ;  whereas  the  vessels 
which  enter  into  the  composition  of  the  spleen  soften  and  become  putrid.  To 
make  this  experiment  it  is  necessary,  first,  to  detach  the  fibrous  envelope  of  the 
spleen,  and  by  repeated  washings  to  remove  the  hlood  deposited  within  the 
spongy  structure  of  the  organ. 

'*  7.  Numerous  facts  enable  me  to  refer  to  an  alteration  of  the  spleen,  an  or- 
der of  intermittent  fevers  already  considered,  by  distinguished  pnysicians,  at 
appertalniof  to  the  class  of  neuroses. 
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ai<»RrsKi.v  lUKUABV  or  ukdical  isTtLLiaayct. 


Ihii  effect :  finally,  ik« 


■■  Finillf  >  I  believe  tiiM  I  ma  ible  to  demonitnle,  by  eiperlraeiil,  and  by  faci* 
dnwa  from  coinparalive  Rnilomy.  that  the  >ple«ii  ii  nolhing  etie  than  bd  ttee- 
trie  opparalui,  cauiine  ibe  blood  lo  undfrga  ■  cerliin  modlbcation,  ibe  nauira 
of  which  1  >hall  la&ke  known  in  a  memoir  upon  (he  ipleen,  which  I  propose  lo 
raad  veiy  ahorlly  to  the  Imtllule.  and  in  which  I  ihall  give  the  aulllaea  of  a  new 
theory  of  the  funclioDa  o(  lh<  noivoiu  eyiteoi," 

S.  Hair. — Hetelofore,  obaecres  M.  Cdvier,  in  a  memoir  read  lo  the  Ret/al 
InttittUt  of  Franct,  at  Its  ■illln;  of  ihe  Sth  September  I82T,  the  hair  hu  not 
occupied,  in  our  classlficalians  at  Ibe  litaues  of  Ihe  body,  that  ranh  which  ap- 
pertains lo  il.  It  doea  Dot,  as  has  generally  been  supposed,  conatitute  an  eaien* 
Ilal  part  of  Ibe  sliin ;  it  has  an  independent  eiiatence  and  apjierlains  to  a  syslem 
of  organs,  ai  reniarkajile,  frequcDIly,  for  its  complicatioa  at  for  lis  development. 
Ilis  lystem  may  bo  aaaocialed  with  Ihe  culla,  and  develope  itself  at  different 
points  wilhln  its  aubslance ;  but  even  then  it  ia  not  confounded  nilh  il,  but  pre- 
serves  it*  diatinci  character.  M.  Cdtier  considers  tho  organic  system  by  whidi 
Ihe  bait  is  produced  as  analogous  to  that  ot  the  snues,  and  even  as  conslilut- 
ing  a  part  of  the  latter :  the  hair  in  a  great  mimbor  of  animals  being  ■  very  d«- 
llctla  or^an  of  touch.— k^auB.  Biblioth.  Med.  JVov.  1827. 

3,  Structure  of  Ihe  Biliary  Dvcla. — Aceording  to  M.  .intrnAT  there  ezis^ 
Id  the  parietea  of  the  gall  bladder  and  bilisry  canals,  fleshy  fibres;  and  in  the 
cystic  canal  a  spirnl  valve,  Ibe  elTect  of  which  is,  lo  csuae  the  bile  of  Ihe  hepa> 
tic  duel  10  aacend  into  the  pall  bladder,  and  to  onooao  the  too  su^' —  ■■--■ 
of  Ibe  cyalic  bile;  the  lertninallon 
veiy  conlracled   opening  into    Ihe  duodei 

duel  of  the  pancreas  opens  alwaya  into  the  ._ . 

duodenum .—ynuin.  C'riieer.  da  Scien.  Med.  OeU  16ST. 

4.  The  Exiilrnce  of  a  Canal  in  the  Optic  AVrce  of  the  Human  Fieltu. — 
la  the  Javm.  fv.r  Chimrg.  u.  Mngenheil,  Dr  WEDEucrcK  slates,  that  he 
has  obaerved  aiicc^saively,  in  many  fieluses  of  from  four  lo  seven  months,  that 
upon  pres'iog  elightly  ibe  glnbs  of  the  eye,  he  caused  to  iasue  from  Ihe  optic 
nerve,  cut  Iransveraely,  a  portion  otlhc  vllieooa  humour.  He  alao  believes,  that 
he  has  seen,  in  Ihe  centre  of  the  nerve,  an  opening,  indicated  by  a  black  point 
(the  cential  aileryO  and  in  some  subject*  a  similar  opening  hss  appeared  to  him 
10  eilst  on  the  surface  of  Ihe  retina.  M.  Tkevib.sj«us,  Id  whom  this  obierva- 
lion  was  communicated,  suspected  that  t1ie'|]ietendod  csriHl  may  have  been  ar- 
lificiafly  produced  by  the  pressure  applied  In  the  eiperiment.  Dr  W.  having, 
however,  since  repealed  bit  obaervalions,  he  submits  them  to  Ihe  fuTther  re- 
■earchei  of  analoiiiists,  in  order  that  Ihe  i]ue«lion  may  be  thus  definllively  decid- 
ed. To  perform  the  experitnenl,  Ihe  eye  of  the  fictua,  of  from  four  lo  aevan 
months,  is  la,be  aflecled:  earliei,  the  optic  nerve  is  too  sod  la  permit  the  emai- 
minaliou  to  be  piopetly  performed,  and  beyond  ihis  period,  (he  csual,  he  aus- 
pecM,  will  have  been  already  o  hi  lie  rated  .—JiriJetin  dei  Settnc.  MedUoU*, 
Sept.  1827. 

C.  Rtart  Exterior  lo  the  cavity  of  the  TTioroz, — In  ihe  Novenibei  numbeiof 
Ihfl  JHedicat  Repontory,  Mr  TucKxn  relates  Ihe  case  of  a  fatal  aionster,  nhicb 
led  lo  no  little  embsrias^ment  during  delivery.  On  an  examlnalion  of  tbe  nolbet 
per  VDginara,  there  was  found  presenting,  "  a  large  fleshy  tumour,  of  ibe  shape 
of  a  heart,  poaaei'ing  a  pulsatory  motion,  or  a  regular  systole  and  diailole.  I 
could  not  help  concluding,"  observes  Mr  T.  "  that  ihU  organ  was  actually  in  the 
vagina.  I  also  iui^ned  that  I  could  distinguUh  the  auricles,  and  the  larger  vea- 
leu  adached  to  Ihe  ventricles,"  Delivery  was  effected  by  turning,  when  to  Ihe 
operator's  greal  aurpiize,  what  he  had  hardly  been  able  10  conceive  couJd  be  a 
fceor/pre»en(«/i«n,  turned  out  to  be  so  in  reality !  The  fcelus  appeared  to  be  fiifl 
i;iown,  and  there  being  i  diviaion  throughout  the  cheat  and  abdomen,  the  whole 
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conteoU  of  the  two  cavittoB  were  exposed  to  view.  The  display  of  the  thoracic 
viscera  arose  from  a  separation  through  the  median  line  of  the  sternum,  which  ex- 
tended to  the  pubes ;  the  ed|^  of  the  recti  muscles  were  reverted,  at  it  were, 
and  faced  with  a  white,  teodmous  border.  But  the  deviations  did  not  end  here. 
The  right  hand  exhibited  but  one  iioeer,  und  the  left  foot  but  one  toe.  2T/i«  urn- 
bilical  cord  made  Un  exit  on  the  back,  between  the  seapuUB, 

Immediately  on  delivery,  the  child  cried  lustily,  and  lived  two  hours,  during 
the  greater  part  of  which  time  Mr  T.  states  that  he  had  the  heart  in  his  hand, 
**  and  witnessed  the  vena  cava  returning  the  blood  to  the  right  side,  and  its  recep- 
tion on  the  left  from  the  pulmonary  veins.  The  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery  were 
also  both  distinctly  seen,  together  with  their  actions.*'  As  all  the  abdominal 
viscera  were  out  of  the  cavity,  by  simply  turning  them  aside  the  descending 
aorta  and  tlie  ascending  cava  were  brought  into  view. — Lon,  Med.  and  Phy§. 
Joum,  Dec,  1827. 

6.  Malformation  of  the  CSsophagus. — Professor  Rossi  reports  the  case  of  an 
infant  in  which  the  oesophagus  was  completely  closed  above  its  cardiac  orifice  by 
a  transverse  membrane,  the  circumference  of  which  adhered  to  the  parietes  of 
the  canal.  The  infant  lived  near  three  days ; — it  had  voided  at  several  intervals 
meconium,  but  vomited  every  thing  that  it  was  caused  to  swallow. — Archiv.  Cre- 
neral.  de  Medecine,  Oct.  1825. 

7.  Malformationof  the  Bronchia  toiih  Closure  of  the  Glottis. — The  same  gen- 
tleman reports  a  case  in  which  the  glottis  was  completely  closed  by  an  acciden- 
tal membrane;  while  the  bronchie  were  obliterated  at  their  origin  by  a  cartilagi* 
nous  septum  placed  transversely.  This  infant  lived  for  some  time  after  its  hirth, 
but  with  all  tlie  83rmptom8  of  asphyxia.  During  its  life  the  movements  of  the 
heart  and  arteries  were  distinctly  felt.  The  communication  between  the  two 
auricles,  of  a  very  laree  size,  remained  free,  and  the  foetal  circulation,  thus  conti- 
nuing after  birth,  explains  wliy  the  child  was  able  to  live  for  some  time,  and  per- 
form various  movements  of  the  limbs  and  lips. — Ibid. 

8.  Transpoiition  of  the  Ventricles  of  the  Heart. — M.  Duoxs  communicated 
to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  at  its  sitting  of  September  10, 1827,  the  following 
interesting  case.  In  August  preceding,  Uicre  was  brought  to  the  hospital  "  du 
Efrfans  trouves"  of  Montpellier,  an  infant,  the  whole  surface  of  which  present- 
ed a  deep  blue  colour.  It  was  supposed  to  have  been  about  four  or  five  days  old 
— it  died  in  a  few  hours  from  its  reception  into  the  hospital.  Af^er  death  the 
body,  exteriorly,  was  of  a  deep  violet  hue.  The  only  morbid  appearance  within 
the  cranium  was  a  considerable  injection  of  the  arachnoid  membrane.  In  the 
thorax,  the  lungs  were  injected,  but  otherwise  sound ;  a  viscid  yellowish  serum 
was  effused  within  the  pericardium.  The  surface  of  the  heart  was  of  a  violet  co- 
lour. The  abdominal  viscera  were  found  adhering  together  by  means  of  a  falae 
membrane,  yellow,  soft,  and  floculent — the  liver  was  of  a  brownish  colour  and 
engorged  with  black  blood.  On  examining  the  structure  of  the  heart,  the  auricles 
were  found  to  be  filled  with  blood,  and  preserving  their  natural  situation  and  re« 
lations ;  their  orifices  were  in  their  ordinary  condition ;  but  the  ventricles  were 
transposed,  so  that  the  left  auricle  corresponded  to  the  right  ventricle,  which  gave 
origin  as  usual  to  the  pulmonary  artery ;  and  the  right  auricle  to  the  left  ventricle, 
into  which  opened  the  aorta  and  coronary  arteries.  In  consequence  of  this  con- 
dition of  parts,  the  blood  brought  t>y  the  vene  cave  to  the  right  auricle  waa 
thrown  by  the  corresponding  ventricle  into  the  aorta,  which  hence  distributed,  to 
the  different  portions  of  the  system,  venous  in  place  of  arterial  blood ;  while  the 
blood  brought  by  the  pulmonary  veins  to  the  left  auricle  was  returned  again  im- 
mediately to  the  lungs  t>y  the  corresponding  ventricle  and  pulmonary  artery. 
The  ductus  arteriosus  was  too  imperfectly  developed  to  remedy  completely  the 
consequences  necessarily  attendant  upon  such  a  malformation  of  the  circulatory 
organ.  M.  Dtroxs  has  found  in  authors  only  three  examples  of  a  similar  devia- 
tion from  the  ofdinaiy  stnietttrt ;  these  are  ill  reported  by  Mbckcl  in  his  **  lU- 
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9.  Section  of  the  Pnntmo- Gattric  JVereet. — It  being  saUsfactorily  ascer- 
tained that  n  scctioQ  of  Ibe  eiglilh  paii  or  uetves,  on  both  sidea,  dulioya  the 
intmal  In  i  few  hours,  by  pacalyiing  the  muscles  about  the  larynx,  kud  thus 

e  cinnol  piopccly  delerminc,  when  dralh  ib  dius  pnxluccKl. 
ta  of  tilt]  inlerruplian  of  the  nervoua  iafluence  ODthe«loiuach,luiigi, 
inu  oiaet  oigaus.  M,  Dupuv,  of  the  Vcleriiury  Scheol  at  Alfecl,  in  hia  expe- 
meota,  opens  the  ttacben  of  the  horte,  by  wlricb  means  the  snimal  b  made  to 
live  from  fU^y  to  aiity  hours.  This  geatleman  liu  laid  some  of  his  expetimenti 
lately  before  Iho  Eklcdlcal  Society  of  Paris,  in  which  lh«  eRecIs  of  the  pneumo- 
gutcic  sectiou  are  ehevm.  The  Dervcs  were  divided  on  both  sides  of  a  hone's 
neck,  and  portions  cut  out.  Tmcheolomy  was  IhoD  iiumeiliately  petfonaed. 
The  anlrail  was  caicfuUy  eximiDed  at  ceilaia  peiiods.  and  also  bled  beibre  ami 
nfkei  the  opciatioD,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  effects  of  die  seetioQ  upon  the  blood 
as  well  as  on  various  funclioos.  Two  hours  after  the  section,  the  functioiu  of 
respiretioD,  ciiculation,  be.  presented  do  alteiation.  The  animal  contimied  to 
eat  as  l^efore.  In  four  hours,  the  bieathin);  was  accelerated — tbo  blood  of  the 
carotid  was  now  of  a  darker  colour  than  betoie — the  animal  ate  and  diaak,  but 
deglutition  seemed  to  he  performed  by  a  convulsive  actioo,  and  lii^uidB  retum^ 
by  the  wound  Id  the  tracbeu.  Al  Ihe  end  of  sixteen  hours,  the  breathing  waa 
slow  and  deep — much  mucus  Hawed  fiom  the  wouud  in  the  trachea,  and  the  food 
returned  by  the  same  aperture — the  action  of  Ihe  heart  is  much  weakened — Ibe 
arterial  blood  is  now  nearly  as  dark  aa  venous.  At  the  end  of  twenty-eight  hours, 
no  material  change  had  occurred.  Forty  hours  from  the  operation,  theaniiaalhad 
great  diflicully  in  snallowing — the  blood  from  an  artery  was  quite  black — the 
(Esophagus  was  felt  to  bo  crammed  wiib  food — and  the  horse  was  comatose.  In 
fifty-two  hours,  the  breathing  was  stertorous,  and  he  soon  died-  DUitclian- — 
Nothing  remarkable  in  the  brain.  All  Ihe  parts  forming  the  aperture  in  (he 
larynx  were  led  and  swelled,  so  that  the  pas-'ago  Was  almost  closed-  The  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  was  red,  and  otherwise  discolound, 
but  these  were  considered  to  be  cadaveric  phenomena.  The  lungs  tvera  iaf!am- 
ed  and  bepatized— the  broocbix  tilled  with  mucosillcs.  The  substance  of  the 
heart  was  much  softened,  and  its  cavities  tilled  with  black  blood.  The  cesopba- 
eus,  as  well  as  the  pharynx  and  nasal  cavities,  was  filled  with  alimentary  matteti. 
The  stomach  was  distended  with  food  almost  dry,  and  adherent  to  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  organ,  which  was  of  a  red  colour-    No  chyme  existed  In  any 

Ear!  of  the  inteslrnea.  The  liver  was  enlarged — and  there  were  several  l»i« 
Isek  spots  on  the  spleen.  From  the  above  and  other  sinular  experiments,  itis 
evident  that  seclion  of  the  pneu mo- gastric  nerves  stops  the  sanguilactive  (arte- 
rlalizing)  process  in  Ihe  lungs — paralyzes  llie  crsophagua — and  puts  an  end  to 
the  secretion  of  gastric  juice,  and,  consequently  to  digestion,  in  the  stomach. 
The  experimcDlar  found,  in  this  and  several  other  cases,  that  a  peculiar  eOect  It 
produced  on  the  spleen  by  these  operations — namely,  that  its  blood  is  changed, 
and  capable  of  producing  a  diuate  in  other  animals,  when  introduced  by  a 
puncture,  which  atTects  Iheirsplecns  and  causes  death.  The  same  was  found  lo 
be  the  case  with  the  spleens  of  animals  living  in  marshy  countries  where  inler- 
nlttents  prevail. — MedUo-Chirurg,  ReDietn,  January  1623. 

10.  Regeneration  ofJVernous  T^suc.—M,  Pbevost  in  1835  divided,  in  fire 
new  bom  killenSi  the  left  pneumo-gasliic  ner\'c,  removingin  each  case  a  portion 
of  the  nerve  about  six  niilllm^tres  in  extent.  The  animals  did  not  appear  to  be 
oSected  by  the  Dperalion,  and  the  wounds  healed  very  rapidly.    A  month  aubw- 


quentlyj  he  divide 


le  of  the  kittens  the  right  pneumo-gastric  nerve. 
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aoimal  appeared  to  suffer;  it  frequently  gaped  and  uttered  a  hoarse  cry.  Respi- 
ration was  slow  and  impeded,  and  in  about  fifteen  hours  after  the  operation 
death  took  place.  The  two  ends  of  the  nerve,  divided  a  month  previously,  were 
swollen,  directed  towards  each  other,  and  the  intermediate  space  was  filled  up 
with  a  white  tissue  neariy  similar  to  thickened  and  disfigured  neurilema.  This 
tissue,  it  appeared,  did  not  transmit  the  nervous  influence.  A  month  aAer,  the 
right  pneumo-gastric  nerve  was  divided  in  another  of  the  kittens,  and  in  thirty- 
six  hours  after  the  experiment  the  animal  died.  The  circumstances  of  the  nerve 
of  the  left  side  were  similar  in  this  case  to  the  last.  Two  months  later,  the  ope- 
ration was  performed  on  a  third  kitten  now  four  months  old;  it  was  but  little  af- 
fected, and  two  days  after  was  quite  well.  M.  Prevost  operated  next  on  a  fourth 
kitten,  the  only  one  remaining,  the  fifth  having  been  destroyed  accidentally ;  the 
experiment  was  marked  by  the  same  result  as  in  the  third  instance.  After  fifteen 
days,  the  right  nerve  was  a^n  divided  in  the  first  of  the  two  surviving  cats, 
immediately  above  the  situation  of  the  previous  incision.  The  animal  bore  the 
operation  well, — respiration  was  not  impeded.  Thirty-six  hours  after,  the  nerve 
of  the  left  side  was  again  divided,  immediately  above  the  first  section ;  in  about 
thirty  hours  the  animal  died,  as  though  both  nerves  had  been  divided  at  thi 
same  time.  In  examining  by  dissection  the  divided  trunks,  M.  Prevost  found 
that  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  of  the  left  nerves  were  united  in  both  ani- 
mals by  a  white  hard  substance  or  swelling,  on  which  the  neurilemn  appeared  to 
be  thickened.  On  removing  the  neurilema,  and  pressing  the  remainder  between 
two  plates  of  glass,  he  observed,  by  placing  it  beneath  a  microscope,  that  from  the 
superior  trunk  nervous  filaments  extended,  through  the  interposed  substance,  to 
the  inferior  trunk ;  thus  indicating  that  the  integrity  of  the  nervous  tissue  was 
restored.  In  the  recent  cicatrices,  he  could  not  discove'r  an}'  of  these  nervous 
filaments.  From  the  foregoing  facts,  M.  Prevost  deduces  the  following  con* 
elusions. 

1.  When  a  nerve  has  been  divided,  it  is  not  sufficient  for  the  restoration  of  its 
action,  that  the  two  portions  be  united  by  a  white,  cellular,  interposed  tissue,  for 
this  soon  takes  place. 

2.  It  is  necessary,  that  through  this  uniting  substance  nervous  filaments  should 
shoot  out,  and  extend  from  the  superior  to  the  inferior  portion. 

8.  This  prolongation  of  nervous  matter  does  not  appear  to  take  place  until  after 
some  considerable  time.  The  prolongaiong  are  not  arranged  in  close  contact  as 
in  the  natural  continuity  of  the  nerves ;  but  on  the  contrary,  they  separate  from 
each  other,  as  though  their  passage  through  the  interposed  substance  had  been 
made  with  difficulty .~^u/(e(tii  det  Scien.  Med.  Sept,  1827. 

1 1 .  Respiration  of  the  Infant  when  only  the  Headii  horn. — There  is  a  memoir 
upon  this  subject,  contained  in  one  of  the  numbers  of"  Gemeins.deutiche  ZeiU- 
chriflfur  Geburtitkunde"  for  1827,  by  professor  Ritokiv.  Causing  the  mother 
to  lie  upon  her  side  at  the  moment  when  the  head  of  the  infant  is  about  to  pass 
out  of  the  vulva,  he  observes,  that  "  when  the  head  is  bom  and  a  new  contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus  is  about  to  take  place,  the  thorax  of  the  in&nt  will  be  seen 
forcibly  to  elevate  itself,  while  the  mouth  and  neck  will  present  the  movements 
of  a  first  respiration,  which  latter  may  become  even  sensible  to  the  ear.  When 
the  uterus  commences  to  contract  upon  the  foetus,  inspiration  ceases,  and  the  air 
inspired  is  expelled.  If  the  fa>tus  is  not  bom  during  the  contraction,  the  inspi- 
ration is  invariably  repeated  with  similar  efforts :  the  same  takes  place  if  the  con- 
tractions of  the  uteras  cease  for  a  certain  time ;  and  most  generally  in  thu  case 
it  is  also  followed  by  a  somewhat  noisy  expiration,  and  frequently  very  distinct 
cries  are  heard.  Occasionally  the  eye-lids  open  and  close,  especially  under  the 
impression  of  a  vivid  light.  There  are,  however,  many  modifications  of  these 
phenomena  in  different  cases.*' 

If  the  foregoing  statements  be  correct,  our  readers  will  easily  perceive  their 
great  importance  in  reference  to  medical  jurisprudence ;  for  it  will  then  be  evi- 
dent that  an  infant  may  have  respired  when  only  the  bead  has  passed  out  at  the 
vulva,  and  yet  before  the  trunk  is  expelled,  may  perish  of  asphyxia,  without  the 
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mntlier  Iteing  in  »ny  nnuiier  icreB»»iy  la  it»  de«lh.  1J«lh  by  atpbyid 
under  such  cireumsUncea  be  oncisioDed  in  different  wiyii :  by  Ihe  JDrraitlMlcni 
into  the  inTuit'i  mouth  o(  (oniga  niallcn,  *•  blood,  lli«  liquor  imiui.  (re*^,  iu.  or 
by  my  mechanical  obsltcle  provenitng  ih«  cooiltmaoce  of  retpiriiioa. — Sullttln 
Au  Stitn.  Med.  Sep.  182T. 


III.  PATHOLOGY. 


12.  PMegmaiiadeUni. — Dr  M.Allokeau,  of  Tbouusja  France,  hu  M 
for  Ihe  AlhensEum  of  Medicine  a  pipei  on  (he  aboTS  mentioned  dlxean;,  whicb 
appein  in  a  bulletin  ol'  that  body,  inserted  in  (he  NouveUe  Blbllothequc  M^di- 
cale  for  November,  and  ia  followed  by  a  regular  report  on  tlic  memoir,  by  M. 
GotiFiL,  the  author  of  "  Eipoaition  de  la  Nouvelle  Uoctrino  Medicate,  ax," 
raviewed  in  our  8th  numtier,  who  i«  one  of  ihe  eecrctarica  uf  llis  Atheuoun. 
Dt  A.  formed  hii  obaeivation*  principally  on  Iwo  caaea;  of  one  of  nhieh  be 
givei  ui  Iba  symplems,  and  of  the  other  tlie  appearancea  on  diwectioa. 

The  iirst  patient  was  27  yean  of  age,  and  of  a  lymphatic  temperuuent.  Sbe 
wa«  favourably  deUveieJ,  Sept.  1,  1B2Z,  and  Buckleil  her  infanl  for  ihree  dayt, 
when  lldicd,  Twodaya  after  lis  demise  the  malherwa^  attacked  wiilt  puerpetll 
perilonilis  accampanied  by  delirium.  On  the  IGth,  after  an  antiphlogistic  trett- 
lacot,  aba  wai  free  from  fever  and  appeared  decidedly  improviug,  when  «be  wi* 
aeized  with  a  long  chill  followed  by  slupor,  coma  and  delirium,  and  the  leE<ila 
paroxyum  lasted  16  houn.  In  a  tecond  paroxyim  trlamua  suporvened,  and  in  a 
Ihitd  (he  activity  of  the  lenaea  was  entirely  iuapended.  Twelve  grains  of  Ibe 
aulpliate  of  quinine  were  given  in  one  day,  and  under  a  continued  use  of  tlda 
remedy  tlie  lebrilo  Irritation  gradually  wore  off.  On  the  ITth,  liowever,  new 
aymplom*  ippeircd.  At  Uie  end  of  one  of  her  attacks  the  patient  cooiplained 
oiB  violeoi  pain  in  the  left  iliac  region,  and  subaequently  in  the  groin,  the  thigfa, 
and  the  leg,  All  tliese  parts  soon  became  the  «ealof  aswelliug,  which  obieirtid 
the  same  order  of  succcMion  as  the  pain.  The  lioger,  moved  along  the  ioaer  side 
of  tbe  member,  dislinclly  made  known  Ihe  aensatlon  of  a  sirelcber]  cord,  wlilch 
waa  Bluddcil  with  violet  coloured  awelli^vary  painful  to  Ibe  louch,  Througb- 
out  the  whole  duration  of  Ihla  phlegmaHa,  the  patient  was  a  prey  to  meDtal  de- 
prcMioo  and  dislren,  which  has  been  recorded  by  Hulbora  noiang  the  sjmploma 
of  phlegmasia  doleiia,  Great  benelil  wa  deiiveil  at  first  from  auliphlogistio 
Ireatmont,  and  aubsequently  from  coriiprcaaion  combined  with  resolvent  frictlotii 
and  vapour  baths.  Thirty  leeches  ([irosumed  of  large  eixe)  were  repeatedly  ap. 
plied,  and  calomel,  it  is  tald  with  much  advantage:. 

This  interesting  caiic  is  follawed  by  !ome  highly  curious  TeSections  upon  Ibe 
nkture  and  connection  of  Ihe  three  diseases  whicli  so  rapidly  succeeded  onti  ano- 
ther. The  cerebral  afTeetion  which  exhibited  ilaelf  under  the  intermittent  ljp« 
is  attributed  by  the  author  to  a  [cpcliiion  of  thephlogosis  of  Ihe  peijloaeum  opoa 
the  tunica  arachnoldea.  He  cilea  on  this  point  a  case  already  pubUahed  byUm, 
in  which  •  gastro -enteritis  waa  followed  by  a  comatose  Inleimiltetil  fever. 

H.  Au-onEAu  thinks  ihat  ibe  diaease  called  phlegmaala  dolens  cooslsta  In  a 
pUogiattc  Inilalion  of  Ibe  lymphatic  ayxtem,  and  of  the  cellular  aulwlaace  iriddl 
lines  the  skin  and  separates  ibe  muscles.  He  passes  In  review  sereral  opieiaM 
emitted  by  aulhora;  as  those  of  Ur  Hall,  who  counders  it  a  rhBumaliaiii,  whieli 
ho  promptly  rejects.  M.  GoOFri.,  however,  does  not  agree  with  him  where  ha 
enlltcly  rejects  Ibe  opinions  of  MM.  Ribes  and  Bouillaud,  which  appear  to 
be  nearly  ihe  same  with  liial  of  Dr  Davis,  vix.  thai  the  swelling  U  an  cedeitA. 
produced  by  an  obstruction  to  Ihe  free  reluin  ofblood  by  the  Iliac  veins.  TllMe 
appearances  have,  accaiding  to  M.  G.,  been  too  often  found  to  admit  of  aor  re- 
jecting (hem  as  causes  of  tne  disease ;  nor  does  he  tee  any  reason  why  these 
should  be  conaidered  incapable  of  producing  a  subsequent  phlegmasia  of  thn  cel- 
lular texture  of  the  thigh.  M.  Allopiiau  thinks  ibal  these  causes  must  be  n- 
jected  in  all  euea  which  recover;  as  he  presume)  that  wbaiaver  tbe  lilac  *eio> 
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are  obstructed  by  clots  of  blood,  pultaceous  matter,  &c.  the  consequence  must 
be  inevitable  death.  M.  Goupili,  on  the  other  hand,  conceives  that  phlebitis  of 
these  veins  may  easily  exbt  to  an  inferior  degree,  without  at  all  necessarily  caus- 
ing death,  and  refers  for  proof  of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion  to  the  publica- 
tions of  MM.  Bbeschxt,  Bovim«AUD,  and  others.  He  also  thinks  that  great 
countenance  is  lent  to  the  idea  that  phlegmasia  dolens  commences  by  inflamma- 
tion of  the  runes  of  the  lumbar  plexus,  where  they  pass  over  the  brim  of  the  pel- 
vis, by  the  fact,  that  one  of  the  earliest  symptoms  is  violent  pain  in  the  pelvis, 
accompanied  by  numbness  of  the  thigh.  He  grants  that  there  is,  as  M.  Duoxs 
remarks,  a  very  great  resemblance  between  the  symptoms  of  phlegmasia  dolens 
and  those  of  neuritis  or  inflammation  of  nerves,  as  these  are  described  by  the 
accurate  M.  Martinet. 

Our  readers  will  be  struck  with  the  resemblance  between  many  of  these  re* 
marks  and  those  of  our  friend,  Dr  R.  M.  Huston,  inserted  in  the  number  of  this 
Journal  for  October  last  (Vol.  IV.  p.  237),  and  continued  in  the  present  number. 
The  paper  of  M.  AiiLONEAU  was  published  in  November;  so  that  no  intercourse 
whatever  could  have  taken  place  between  them.  This  circumstance  affords  a 
striking  instance  of  the  correctness  of  the  fact,  that  improvements  and  thoughts 
belong  to  the  age,  rather  than  to  individuals ;  and  that  when  information  gene- 
rally diffused  has  reached  a  certain  point,  the  neit  advance  will  occur  to  more 
than  one  at  the  same  time  ;  and  if  the  first  be  too  indolent  to  record  it,  will  de- 
volve to  a  successor. 

13.  Vaeeinatum  and  SmaU  Pox. — Dr  Rublock,  of  Dresden,  has  published  a 
pamphlet  on  these  subjects;  and  his  opinions  command  interest  from  the  present 
state  of  the  professional  and  public  mind  in  relation  to  these  diseases.  He  re- 
marks that,  although  physicians  unquestionably  erred  in  supposing  that  vaccina- 
tion possessed  the  power  of  entirely  and  absolutely  preserving  men  from  tho 
small  pox,  this  is  in  part  to  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  there  prevailed  no  ge— 
ral  epidemics  of  exanthematous  diseases  from  1802  to  1824,  accident  thus  fla- 
vouring the  continuance  of  the  deception.  A  tendency  to  these  was  felt  in 
1817,  but  they  have  particularly  multiplied  since  1820.  Dr  R.  concedes  that  the 
vaccine  can  afford  protection  against  variola,  but  only  for  a  limited  time.  Ne- 
vertheless, this  practice  does  not  cease  to  be  a  most  precious  resource  in  the 
hands  of  the  physician,  because  it  either  averts  or  modifies  and  mitigates  the 
variola.  Dr  R.  has  seen  a  patient  in  his  own  practice  twice  affected  with  small 
pox ;  and  in  another  instance,  he  has  seen  a  girl  affected  with  the  latter  disease, 
twelve  years  after  being  vaccinated  (successfully  we  presume).  -' 

Dr  R.  has  met  with  great  success  in  treating  small  pox.  The  remedies  with 
which  he  commences  are  emetics ;  and  when  a  putrid  character  developes  it- 
self he  places  great  dependence  on  the  following  prescription : — Impalpable 
powder  of  cinchona,  one  scruple ;  cream  of  tartar,  fifteen  grains;  powder  of  can- 
ella,  one  grain : — M. — Bulletin  des  Sei.  Med.  Oct. 

14.  Inoculation  and  Vaccination  cf  Sheep. — ^Vide  Vol.  3,  p.  179,  of  this  Journal, 
Jan.  1827,  for  an  account  of  vaccinations  of  various  animals. — M.  D.  H.  Vander 
Mker,  sur*;con  of  Dragten,  in  Holland,  has  inoculated  and  vaccinated  a  number 
of  sheep.  His  vaccinations  all  failed,  although  some  of  them  were  frequently  re- 
peated. An  eruptive  disease,  recognized  as  the  small  pox,  had  appeared  amons; 
(he  flock  ;  the  animals  appeared  dull,  would  neither  eat  nor  cry,  and  hung  theu 
heads  in  a  stupid  manner.  A  numerous  crop  of  pustules  appeared,  differing  from 
each  other  in  different  parts  of  the  body ;  the  greater  portion  resembling  those  of 
the  small  pox  in  man,  while  others  were  as  large  as  a  piece  of  ten  bou$  (say  a 
ten  cent  piece)  and  oval  or  angular,  and  those  situated  around  the  mouth  were 
generally  snudl  and  dry. 

With  the  matter  of  these  pustules,  Dr  Vander  Meer  succeeded  in  commu- 
nicating the  disease  by  inoculation,  fie  found  it  become  far  less  dangerous ; 
not  having  lost  one  out  of  200  on  which  he  operated,  and  none  having  appear- 
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oil  mucli  indinpoiod,  with  tlia  exception  of  i  single  ludividuut,  which  liMt  • 
— flultelin,  Sept. 

Dr  H. — C.  McDBtrBACHiii  Roov,  of  Hf  ketk  in  Hollind.  humadoi  number  of 
c>p«iineau  of  (he  aane  kind.  He  fauad  (he  inoculsled  emill  pox  more  filal 
than  did  Dr  VutDEH  MkeA.  Six  sheep  were  aflecleil  by  vicdDation.  On  lbs 
fourth  day,  htlletumaun,  more  or  leas  innuned,  nero  remarked ;  which  dried,  aod 
in  (h«  course  or  the  nerl  Iwo  dayi  formed  crust!,  one  of  which  was  Ihe  atzo  ofa 
sou  piece.  Both  the  dinlincl  and  coaRuent  foniu  o(  am*!)  pox  trere  ijisliacdy 
dlincterized  in  the  epidemic  which  give  riae  la  these  inquiries. — Ibid, 

16.  MoJified  Small  Poz.prodiieed  artificially  amnitg  Shttp,  far  jniTpatet  «f 
Ptotection.~A  *UI1  more  cuciaiis  coume  of  eiperimeno  is  Ihal  conducted  by  H. 
PissiKA,  of  Moscow,  in  conjunctiun  with  M.  Libbald,  of  the  same  place.  Hi 
P.  canGotTiid  that,  by  t.  long  course  of  successive  inoculations,  he  could  teducA 
the  virulence  of  the  amail  pox  matter,  so  as  to  generate,  arlificiilly,  a  eubstanee 
capibleof  filling,  amoDg  these  animals,  the  same  character  as  vaccine  amoii2  mm. 
Piniliog  Ihal  the  small  pox  was  grenlly  weakened  in  its  severity  by  beiug  iDiica- 
■•(ed,  he  flelected  mailer  from  a  mild  case,  and  inserted  into  burlean  ar  Gdeea 
other  individusli.  Amon^  these  evuntuated  cases  of  very  diversified  severity, 
the  majority,  however,  milder  than  Ihe  parent  disease.  From  among  them  li« 
selected  the  mildest  cue,  and  again  inoculated  fourteen  or  fifteen  more  ;  repral- 
iog  this  process  five  or  six  times.  In  ibis  course  of  expcrimenls,  the  eti^jtioii 
and  fever  grew  gradually  milder,  until  at  last  they  entirely  disappeared,  vrilta  the 
single  exception  of  "  a  mitd  eruption  an  Ihe  pnrt  inoculated."  Ha  now  bad  ■ 
disease  standing  in  the  same  paint  of  view  aa  the  vaccine  in  Ihe  human  specie!  ; 
and  with  this  Messrs  Fissika  and  Libbalu  inoculaled  upwards  of  oiu  Auitdretl 
Ihoiaand  aheep.  in  the  great  llussian  eslaten,  with  gratifying  success  ;  (he  ani- 
mall  soon  recovering,  with  ihe  exception  of  those  which  loil  theii  liv^ea  from 
some  previous  disease,  or  from  accidental  causes. 

""  '"  10  thus  propagated  luna  its  course  more  alovrly  Ihan  the  naturBl  small 
■      '   -    iwelvetofo ' ■        ■ 


pox  ;  occupying  from  iv 


.0  fourteen  days  in  ci 
onth. 


Is  greatest  degree  of 


We  attach  a  pecuhar  importance  and  interest  to  this  narrative ;  as  it  affiinl*  so 
very  strong  a  confirmation  of  Dr  Jcnkeh'b  theory,  that  vaccine  la  a  degenerated 
species  of  ihe  small  pox.  Here,  for  the  sheep  race,  we  have  a  disease  rtama- 
bling  vaccine,  generated  arlifieially  under  human  inspection,  and  by  an  iugeaious 
process  much  resembling  Ihal  by  which  horticulturists  have  produced  our  fineft 
Iruits  from  stocks  ofa  very  diHWreut  character.  The  narrative  is  pubUshed  in  the 
Moscow  Journal  of  Agriculture,  after  receiving  the  approbation  of  the  Society  of 
Domeatic  Economy  in  that  capital ;  and  is  analyzed  in  the  Bulletin  (or  October. 

16.  VatanatUin  in  Turkey. — In  the  January  number  of  the  London  Medical 
and  Physical  Journal,  are  given  the  details  of  an  Inlerestiog  occuirenca.  presented 
by  M.  Bakok,  author  of  the  new  and  valuable  Life  of  Dr  JltUHKB ;  we  raem 
the  vaccination  of  IhreD  infants  of  Ihe  Grand  Seigneur's  family,  by  Ur  Aubam ,  a 
French  phyaleian  now  resident  upwards  of  thirty  yeais  in  ConslBntinople.  tVo 
other  young  leiiialaa  were  vaccinated  at  the  same  time — all  within  the  redoubted 
precincta  of  ihe  Seraglio!  The  proceaaes  aucceeded  admirably  ;  and  Ihe  Doclai 
received  a  splendid  present  for  achieving  what,  a  very  few  years  before,  it  might 
have  cost  him  his  head  to  suggest.  Tbis  is  coiuidercd  one  of  the  truts  ofgejuu* 
of  the  new  emperorj  who  has  adopted  so  many  improvemeuls  from  his  western 
neighbours. 

17.  Mercwial  Tremori.~~1A.  A.  CoLson,  of  Noyon,  physician  and  aui^eonlo 
two  hoepilala  in  that  place,  has  published  a  memoir  on  the  above  subject  ■□  the 
Aretuvtt.  He  notices  the  omission  to  mealiou  this  onectioa  in  a  Toug  list  of 
Authors,  terminating  with  DrsJoHEPuADAus  andMAn'MiAs:  and  asrtibe*  it, In 
Iho  greater  number,  to  their  disbelief  of  the  injunous  effects  of  tnotcwy.     In  the 
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work  of  Sauvaoes,  however,  and  in  a  paper  by  Dr  Wilson  in  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Essays,  he  finds  the  affection  mentioned  as  being  produced  by  mercurud 
frictions ;  and  by  Dr  Pearson,  it  is  set  down  as  a  symptom  of  his  "  mercurial 
erethism  ;*'  (Anglic^,  initaHon;  Vide  Lexicon.)  M.  Colson  conceives  the  tre- 
mors to  be  a  mere  epiphenomenon,  an  accessary  symptom.  M.  BtfEHAT,  in  the 
Diet,  des  Sciences  M^dicales,  states  that  tremors  are  produced  by  mercurial  fric- 
tions ;  but  M.  Cuu^ERiER,  in  another  volume,  conceives  that  it  is  only  in  the  « 
metallic  or  vaporized  state  that  mercury  has  this  effect. 

M.  CoLsoN  attended  a  girl,  affected,  it  is  supposed,  with  the  venereal  dis- 
ease, who  was  taking  the  antivenereal  liquor  of  Van  Swieten  ;  which  had  pro- 
duced a  febrile  gastritis.  In  feeling  her  pulse,  he  observed  a  subsultus  tendinum, 
unaccompanied,  however,  by  any  of  those  other  symptoms  which  might  lead  him 
to  expect  such  a  phenomenon ;  and,  on  further  investigation,  he  found  that  she 
was  subject  to  muscular  twitchings  in  both  the  superior  and  inferior  extremities. 
It  appeared  that  these  symptoms  had  been  coetaneous  with  her  employment  of 
Van  Swieten's  liquor,  which  is  a  solution  of  deuto-chloride  of  mercury  (corro- 
sive sublimate).  Since  that  period  he  has  seen  six  other  cases ;  whicn  he  has 
preserved  in  writing,  and  inserted  in  his  memoir. 

All  his  six  patients  were  females.  Dr  C.  can  give  no  reason  for  this  fact;  and 
believes  that  men  are  also  liable  to  it.  He  next  considers  the  question  whether 
there  be  any  greater  liability  to  the  disease  by  exposure  to  mercurial  fumes  than 
by  the  medical  use  of  the  same  metal.  In  two  of  his  cases  the  tremors  were 
owing  to  the  use  of  Van  Swieten's  liquor ;  and  in  the  remaining  four,  to  mer- 
curial frictions.  He  conceives  that  the  symptoms  depend,  exclusively  of  idiosyn- 
crasies, upon  the  mere  quantitv  of  the  poison  absorbed ;  and  that  it  is  matter  of 
entire  indifference  whether  it  be  introduced  in  vapour  through  the  organs  em- 
ployed in  respiration,  or  in  the  forms  of  oxydes,  salts,  and  chlorides,  by  the  skin 
or  digestive  apparatus. 

The  author  calls  our  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  two  of  his  patients,  individuals 
who  had  never  undergone  sjrphilis,  the  pains  possessed  the  characteristic  trait 
of  exaeerboHons  during  the  night.  He  compares  this  with  the  remark  of  au- 
thors, that  syphiliHc  pains  are  distinguished  by  these  exacerbations ;  and  leaves 
us  to  form  our  own  inferences.  It  is  incorrect  to  describe  n&ercurial  tremors  as 
confined  (o  the  limbs ;  as  they  also  affect  the  trunk.  Of  the  quantity  of  mercury 
which  will  produce  these  affections,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  judge :  it  will 
greatly  depend  upon  the  activity  of  absorption  in  the  individual  exposed,  and,  we 
will  add,  upon  his  nervous  susceptibility.  In  one  case,  a  few  grains  of  deuto- 
chloride  of  mercury  were  sufficient ;  while,  in  others,  more  than  twenty  were 
required :  in  another,  ten  or  twelve  drachms  of  mercurial  ointment  would  occa- 
sion them,  and  in  a  fourth,  not  less  than  three  ounces  and  a  half.  Mercury 
should  never  be  considered  as  an  agent  liable  to  produce  but  a  single  diseased 
derangement  at  a  time  ;  the  presence  of  ono  morbid  affection  from  this  cause  by 
no  means  excluding  another.  Dr  C.  has  seen  tremors  combined  with  excessive 
salivation,  gastritis,  amenorrhoea,  &c.  The  author  compares  them  with  those 
produced  by  tea,  by  the  abuse  of  spirituous  liquors,  &c. ;  and  remarks  that  mercury, 
in  like  msnner  with  these  substances,  can  either  produce  acute  tremblings  of 
short  duration,  or,  by  a  continued  application  of  the  poison,  may  occasion  their 
assuming  the  chronic  form.  The  duration  of  the  tremors,  after  quitting  the  use 
of  mercury,  varied  in  the  cases  observed  by  him,  from  fifteen  days  to  eight  months. 
In  those  instances  where  the  mercury  has  not  been  used  for  a  long  period  of  time 
the  principal  indication  of  treatment  is  the  omiMtion  of  the  poison — mbla^ 
causa  tollitur  effectui — but  where  the  disease  is  of  longer  duration,  and  particu- 
larly whore  the  patient  is  highly  charged  with  mercury,  remedial  means  must  be 
resorted  to.  Of  these,  the  most  successful  were  the  warm  bath,  a  milk  diet,  and 
sudorific  ptisans  (probably  containing  sarsaparilla),  castoreum,  assafcetida,  and 
opium.  M.  C.  concludes  by  suggesting  the  use  of  purgatives ;  which,  as  he  says, 
will  make  a  derivation;  but,  as^  has  not  shewn  Uiat  the  disease  consists  in  an 
inflammation  of  any  organ,  we  are  not  aware  from  what  qutrter  derivation  is  to 
be  desired. 
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IS.  OnMtlhod  in  Ihe  Study  ^MeJUint. 
Utiehmenl  lo  miHera  of  IbcI,  which  wB  com 
pil  component  male  rill  or  ceil  tcience,  ihe  obsccradons  of  M,  BtrctiEs  upon 
(he  necesiil;  of  nielbod,  lad  >  just  theory,  aie  *o  appoiile  inJ  ao  valuable,  Ibal 
we  caaual  reriat  [he  lemptilion  of  oolicing  them.  Tbia  physician  it  lUtliDc  ut 
MTeral  etoquent  euay <  which  bare  ippcucd  id  the  pew  Joumal  ile^  Prap4>>, 
tut.  a  walk  which  adds  la  an  uiuivalled  collcclion  or  valuabJe  roatler  tha  addU 
tional  iccomineiidation  of  being,  liiiB  oui  owd,  the  pcopprly  ot  the  ptoteanan, 
NolhiDg,  aay*  Dt  Buckez,  i«  more  common  than  lo  hear  decbratioiu  at  an  ex- 
clusive altacbmeat  to  fad  and  lo  eKperience,  and  this  peibapa  oflereil  ma  •  res. 
son  for  neglecting  those  wiilinga  which  aie  »o  freiiuently  stigmatized  undei  tb« 
appellation  of  theoretical.  Now,  baa  any  of  Ihosa  systems,  which  have  gooe  to 
the jcround  amid  the  chaugea  of  pa«l  ages,  ever  preteoded  to  itanil  inilepeodeiU 
of  lacts !  Have  they  ddI  all  profeased  to  be  founded  oo  the  moal  philosophical 
view  of  facli  which  was  then  lo  be  ohtaioed  i  And  yet  they  have  perished  ' 
One  waa  erected  on  the  doctrine  of  alonii;  anotheton  that  of  the  four  element*; 
a  third  on  mechanical  phtloiophy;  a  foutth  on  sails,  sulphur,  &c.  &c.  And  were 
not  all  these  the  result  of  llie  observations  of  the  day,  misunderslood  no  douM, 
but  cipl^nod  in  the  best  manner  of  which  phikKopliers  were  then  capable  ! 

When  a  maa  underlakes  to  explore  any  Ihiuf ,  it  is  a  principle  in  huinin  nature 
that  he  must,  of  necesdiy,  hold  some  end  in  view — eulertain  some  doctrine  la 
be  establilhed  or  lefnled  ;  and  wherever  courses  of  eiperiments  are  enlerlunrd 
for  the  purpose  of  achieving  exact  Irulh,  we  may  alwsys  discern  tbe  operalloaof 
a  ruling  opioion  of  Ihe  age.  Even  with  thoae  who  aie  but  little  veraeil  in  Ibe 
lileralure  of  science,  and  who  are  acquainted  with  Ihe  obaeiritione  of  thtii 
ptedeceasora  only  by  accident,  or  by  hearsay,  we  can  slill  discern  the  opeialion 
of  theory,  and  frequently  of  the  most  cnide  hypothesis,  in  every  tiling  they  do. 
Il  is,  in  fact,  precisely  those  who  deciy  theoty  that  are  most  completely  under  ila 
Influence;  Ihcy  disavow  the  established  opinions  of  the  times,  but  forin  them- 
selves,  in  prime,  individual  doctrines  of  their  own.  Aud  (heae  again  are  gao*- 
lally  foimded  upon  on  imperfect  lniowledf:e  of  Ibe  subjecl,  derived  eitbai  (torn 
caaual  reading,  or,  as  in  very  many  instances,  formed  from  the  etiunbled  ruiiu  of 
what  had  been  Ihe  popular  theoretical  dugnias  of  the  last  age.  A  tnling  idea,  m 
M.  Bdcbei  styles  it,  appears  lo  govern  in  everr  xra  of  science,  and  imprints  il* 
character  upon  every  Ihe  most  independent  mind.  There  is  in  the  atmospliare 
of  science  a  sort  of  equipoise,  somewhat  similar  lo  that  nllicb  preTailiiDiCsphy- 
aical  prototype;  the  freedom  of  comcaunicalion  bet  ween  remote  phydciana  pre- 
paring a  great  number  of  miods  at  onca  for  the  same  discovery,  and  suggestjag 
Ihe  same  hint  lo  them  all.  Dr  B.  instances,  as  examples  of  fliis  kind,  the  aimul- 
laneous  inqiuriea  and  triumphs  of  M.  Rolasdo  in  llily,  aud  M.  Flouremb  id 
France,  with  respect  to  Ihe  spinal  marroiv,  cerebelluio,  fcc. ;  (hose  of  MM.  Ha- 
GERDie,  BCLLand  BGLLiNceRi  on  Ihe  nerves  ;  and  Ibose  of  Di  PHraics  and 
M.  DuPinrTREit  ontho  cure  of  anilicial  anus. 

We  should  then  be  careful  before  we  pronounce  nseless  the  Iheories,  howevu 
wbim«cal,  of  ancient  limea.  They  served  to  geneialiie  facts,  and  enable  tbe 
human  iolcllect  lo  retun  them ;  Ibey  wore  part  of  Ihe  machinery  necesiarr  foi 
the  prosecution  of  science,  and  in  reality  contributed  esssnlially  (n  those  veiy 
advancements  which  soon  cRected  their  own  downfal. 

Upon  the  seme  principle  loo,  M.  Btichez  denounces,  as  useless,  all  detached 
facts  which  have  not  been  observed  willi  a  rcforeDcc  to  »ome  procooceivet)  Mtd 
perhaps  general  principle.  The  objection  is  continually  made  to  numerotw  lii- 
corda  of  medical  cases,  that  they  are  ■'  imperfect."  All  human  ohiervi  ■' 
imperfect;  and  the  real  laull  is  Ihal  those  in  queslion  are  not  adapted  la 
which  Ihey  may  serve  to  confirm  or  correct.  The  use  of  theories  is 
n  the  memory;  lumisbing  al  the 
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laid  upon  the  physician;  but  frequently  fumishiog  the  only  fight  which  we  pot- 
0698  for  our  guidance. 

In  the  remainder  of  Dr  Buchez's  very  interesting  paper,  he  takes  a  wider 
range,  and  embraces  materials  which  we  apprehend  would  be  less  to  our  present 
purpose.  He  analyzes  the  principal  leading  medical  systems  at  considerable 
length.  Neither  analysis  nor  synthesis  are,  according  to  him,  entitled  to  the  epi- 
thet method  of  medical  study ;  they  are  only  partial  modes  of  operating  in  the 
various  methods,  and  should  both  be  employed  alternately,  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  materials  already  known  and  the  point  into  which  it  is  desirable  next 
to  inquire.  No  scientific  research  appears  to  him  to  be  complete  unless  both  ana- 
lysis and  synthesis  be  twice  exerted  upon  it ;  the  first  time  to  make  the  discovery 
and  joint  it  into  its  proper  place  in  human  science,  the  second  time  to  correct 
what  has  been  done.  There  appear  to  him  to  be  only  two  general  methods  of 
inquiry :  the  conjectural  and  the  positive.  The  latter  is  the  one  best  adapted  to 
our  use  at  the  present  time,  and  can  only  be  founded  upon  a  most  enlarged 
course  of  study,  similar  in  its  character  to  that  which  placed  Bacon  at  the  head 
of  modern  science.  Whether  it  be  necessary  or  likely  soon  to  become  so,  to  quit 
the  present  mode  of  accumulating  facts  for  another  one,  he  intends  to  examine 
in  a  future  essay.  He  observes  in  the  course  of  his  discussion,  that  to  propose 
for  one  science  the  mode  of  study  found  successful  in  another,  is  not  tiue  philo- 
sophy. The  proper  course  of  investigating  each  science  is  only  to  be  extracted 
from  the  materials  presented  by  itself. 

19.  GoitrO'tnttriiis. — The  rc!<tricted  bounds  of  this  sut>di  vision  of  the  Quarterly 
Summary  have  never  appeared  to  us  competent  to  review  the  current  pathological 
researches  in  an  adequate  manner.  To  convey  a  sufficient  idea  of  the  vanous 
investigations  which  are  going  on  with  regard  to  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
digestive  tube  alone,  would  easily  fill  our  space ;  and  for  this  reason  we  have 
trusted  to  reviews  for  the  progressive  development  of  much  that  we  should  other- 
wise be  gratified  to  see  here.  No  work  upon  this  subject,  however,  having  been 
laid  out  for  review,  the  necessity  of  noticing  it  more  at  length  in  this  summary 
becomes  more  imperative. 

DrBROUssAis  continues  to  publish,  roontlily,  a  series  of  invaluable  cases,  ob- 
served, we  understand,  by  himself.  We  extract  from  the  last  number  of  his  admi- 
rable Journal,  a  case  o(  general  gout,  gastro- duodenitis,  arachnitis,  and  pleuri- 
sy, tpith  effusion.  An  onicor  of  marines,  aged  45  years,  had  been  affected  with  cox- 
algia,  terminating  by  spontaneous  luxation.  He  was  seized  with  acute  rheuma- 
tism, accompanied  by  perpetual  treniblings  or  twitches  of  all  the  muscular  fibres 
which  could  be  examined.  Acute  pain  In  the  muscles,  red  tongue,  pain  in  the 
right  hypochondrium,  and  a  swelling  of  the  liver,  were  also  present.  Bleeding, 
and  leeches  to  all  the  pained  parts,  emollients,  narcotics,  and  regimen,  removed 
the  rheumatic  pains  in  three  days.  A  slow  fever  continued,  with  some  symptoms 
of  gaitro-duodcnitis,  and  intermittence  of  the  pu!.<«e.  Severe  diet,  and  demulcents 
were  directed.  ^The  tumour  of  the  hypochondrium  had  now  almost  disappeared; 
there  was  no  cough,  dyspncra,  or  delirium.  Tlie  patient  shewed  a  tendency  to 
jstare  or  gaze;  disliked  convoritatioo,  stopped  at  the  first  few  ideas  suggested,  and 
replied  in  few  words ;  he  exhibited  disinclination  for  liquids,  amounting  to  a  po- 
5iiive  dingust,  every  other  day.  Next,  the  patient  complained  of  feeling  his  heart 
beat  in  the  right  side,  twenty-one  days  after  tho  commencement  of  tM  disease ; 
when  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  medical  attendant,  the  whole  left  side  of  tha 
chest  was  found  to  be  incapable  of  giving  any  sound  when  struck.  A  totally 
unsuspected  pleurisy  had  completely  filled  the  right  pleura  with  fluid.  In  fix 
weeks,  the  patient  exhibited  a  quiet  delirium,  and  sunk,  without  any  vioJenC 
struggle,  the  next  dav. 

Dissection  showed  a  duodenitis,  with  ulceration,  near  the  pylorus,  and  an  en- 
Urgeuent,  and  a  yellow,  and  what  the  French  call,  a  fattv  condition  of  tlie  liver 
{faie  pas).  No  one,  however,  anticipated  the  amount  of  disease  to  be  discover- 
ed in  the  cavity  of  the  head.  The  atachnoid  was  of  the  extraordinary  thickness 
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of  ■  Uuc  i  4nil  hid  become  opahe,  gclalinoua,  «uDin*bnl  tougb,  uid  ii 

witb  wblle  f^DuliIloni.    Tlie  judftmeol  so  uaoxpectedlj'  formed  or  the  (I 

w»  roosd  cortecl ;  «  grest  depotliion  of  pus  htvlng  completely  I1>llea«d  (oCro- 
phU)  the  lungi,  and  exhibiting  abundaiit  cvlitcnco  of  a  pleurisy. 

20.  Eethi/mntt*  of  (ht  Skin,  u-ith  adtma  and gaitio-tMtr^i,  tppamuly 

kept  up  by  the  litleci  by  D[Oi.i.ivieii,  of  Angei),  in  tbo  Octabci-  number  «r 
the  Archive!.  A  >lout  female  child,  three  years  of  age,  which  had  geueraUjr  eO' 
joyed  good  hesllh,  diocd  with  a  good  oppelile,  and  (hen  (or  the  Qnl  lime  com- 
plalaed  that  ahe  could  not  slaod,  and  Ihal  bet  legs  nece  piiofii),  F'rom  this  lime, 
during  upwards  of  a  moo [h,  she  was  aulijecled  to  adlTenified  seiieBof  symptom*, 
which  were  met  with  the  pecsevBring  BltenlioDS  ofber  phyrician,  and  with  illct- 
nale  lucceia.  We  will  not  follow  the  detail.  La^e  viol  el-coloured  pntches  ap- 
peared in  Tirious  paits  ol  (he  body,  and  were  ro-eiciled  by  thecliKhtcsi  cause  : 
•uch  as  the  pressure  of  a  garter,  the  act  of  tciatcblng,  &c.  BcDenlh  end  uottnd 
Ihem  were  produced  large  palchea  of  o-dema.  la  three  days,  pain  in  (he  b«Uy 
cams  on,  and  il  fiequenlly  recurred  dunag  uearly  the  whole  remaining  period  ef 
herillneai;  freilueiicy  of  pulse  (120  . .  13n},heaIafskiD,Teat1eSBDflss,eKncerb>lian< 
at  night,  &c.  had  existed  fiom  the  coramencenieat,  and  characlerised  tbe  wbnla 
dUeue.  In  elcTea  days,  urticaria  appeared,  which  disappeared  in  tbe  follonii^ 
day,  leaving  vialel- coloured  ecchymoses  in  the  lilualioa  of  the  patches.  Ib 
thirty-two  days,  the  pains  in  (he  abdomen  begun  to  sufaside ;  and  in  about  fort* 
daye,  had  entirely  ceased.  The  udcma  and  ecchymases  continued  to  appear 
occanoiiiilly  fijr  same  time  longer.  The  appetite  had  relumed,  the  nights  were 
belter,  and  evOy  thing  indicated  eatablisbed  convaleaceoce,  when  a  severe  re- 
lapse Mok  place,  without  any  discoveiabte  cause.  Under  diet,  emollient  eneinata, 
and  diluting  drinks,  this  wa»,  however,  recovered  from ;  and,  after  anntbcr  oioie 
transient  relapse,  the  child  eventually  was  resloied  to  heallh  in  about  nix  week* 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Indispoiitlon. 

The  trtattnent  found  so  benelicial  coosisled  principally  in  genlle  purging  by 
castor  oil,  emollient  and  occasionally  anodyne  enemala,  some  of  Ihcm  having  the 
•ddilionof  half  an  ounce  ormeTcurlal  honey,— oily  embrocations  to  the  abdomen, 
cataplaimi  in  the  aame  silualion,  seat-bBtb;  (bains  de  si^gc),  with  other  wino 
balhiog,  gum  water  acidulated  with  lemon  juice,  gooseberry  water  and  other  de- 
mulcents, leeches  to  the  anus,  and  a  very  strict  adherence  to  an  uusttmalfttrnc 

We  have  inserted  Ihe  above  as  an  example  of  the  aaBocrallon  of  gaitro-enleiic 
irtibtion  with  this  very  singular  affection,  the  purpura  hamorr/uigiat  o(  Or 
WiLLAN.  It  nay  serve  to  cthibil  one  of  the  variciics  or  coDnectioD,  causativei 
consequent,  or  accidental,  bntween  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membtaiiBB  e( 
the  stomach  and  intestines,  and  irritaliou  in  various  other  parts  of  the  body.  At 
Ihe  aamc  lime  il  rurniahos  an  interesting  pollil  o(  comparison  with  the  cuiivu* 
case  presented  by  Dr  B.  M.  Hltstok,  in  our  second  volume,  p.  2-1. 

In  tho  November  number  of  the  Journal  G^n^ral,  occur  two  highly  interest- 
ing cascB,  by  Messrs  FHAivi;ois  and  SAnnnAs,  from  the  practice  of  M.  FnAAi- 
;ors,  which  we  omit,  as  they  are  more  appropriate  under  aiAlbat  head  than 
Ihe  present. 

31.  Mania  often  arises^T'twi  ihroaie  gailra-enleritii,  as  is  remarked  by  many 
modem  writers.    M.  A.  L.  J.  Bayi^  has  inserted,  in  the  Revue  Medicals  oriasl 

Kiar,  two  memoirs,  to  which  he  promises  tbe  oddiHon  of  a  third.  On  tbe  niunial 
fluence  of  mental  diseases  with  those  of  (he  ea^lro -intestinal  tube.  The  (rst 
■ltd  second  memoirs  contain  a  series  of  case?,  adapted  to  demonslmle  the  or^ 
of  mental  deiangement  from  the  above-rcciled  causes,  and  to  exhibit  certain  ve- 
eulisriliBB  in  Ihe  symptoms,  including  the  delirium.  The  object  of  the  third  is 
announced  to  he  to  esemplify  the  influence  of  mental  diseases  in  tbe  derelap- 
nent  of  chronic  gastro-enterilis. 

When  we  consider  the  severity,  distressing  character,  and  TrBquenl  abslinaey 
of  continuance,  which  belong  to  mental  maladies,  and  add  to  Oicse  Ihe  frequeney, 
and  ruinous  consequences  to  human  comfort,  of  hypochondria  and  dyspepsia. 
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with  the  unquestioned  uid  hourly  mutaal  influence  which  the  mind  ind  the  di- 
gestive orgtns  exert  on  each  other,  we  will  readiW  agree  that  there  hardly  ezistf 
a  more  interesting  branch  of  medical  inquiry.  If  space  permitted,  we  should  he 
highly  gratified  by  the  pleasure  of  analyzing  Dr  Bati.c's  whole  list  of  cases.  As 
it  u,  we  shall  copy  the  titles  of  the  three  inserted  in  the  second  essay. 

These  are — Ccue  1.  Abdominal  pains,  attacks  of  mania,  subsequently  melan- 
choly, with  paroxysms  of  agitation,  pains  in  the  epigastrium,  refusal  of  food : 
soon  af^er,  fear  of  poison,  diarrhoea,  rapid  emaciation.  Dit$eetion, — Soma 
traces  of  arachnitis ;  gastric  mucous  membrane  of  a  reddish-brown  colour,  that  of 
the  intestines  red  and  ulcerated. 

CcLse  2.  Habitual  distress  and  pains  in  the  epigastrium ;  white  toneue,  fever 
and  sweats ;  the  taking  of  five  drastic  pills,  called  CUrambourg'i,  followed  by 
alarming  symptoms,  and  soon  after  by  a  violent  delirium,  with  fear  of  poison  and 
refusal  of  food.  After  several  attacks  of  mania  followed  by  copious  perspirationst 
on  the  comparatively  calm  days ;  continuance  of  the  fever,  redness  of  the  tongue, 
and  diarrhcea :  soon  after,  recovery. 

Ccue  8.  Hereditary  predisposition ;  masturbation  ;%pigastric  pains*  which  soon 
became  more  severe ;  fever ;  the  use  of  fifteen  grains  of  ipecacuanha  and  two  of 
tartar  emetic,  followed  by  an  augmentation  of  the  gastric  symptoms,  and  soon 
after  by  a  settled  mania :  and  other  cases. 

The  practical  precepts,  beautifully  deduced  from  these  by  Dr  Batle,  poesets 
the  greatest  value ;  and  we  shall  endeavour  to  present  a  sketch  of  them  in  our 
next  number. 


IV.  PRACTICE   OF  MEDICINE,   THERAPEUTICS,    AND  MATERU 

MEDICA. 

22.  BeUadonna  a$  a  Preventive  of  Scarlet  Fever, — The  German  phpiciane 
express  increasing  confidence  in  the  prophylactic  virtues  of  this  medidne  in 
scariet  fever.  The  following  directions  are  given  for  its  administration — tiiree 
grains  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  are  to  be  dissolved  in  an  ounce  of  water, 
with  a  small  quantity  of  spirit  of  wine.  As  many  drops  of  the  solution  are  to 
be  given,  twice  a  day,  as  the  patient  has  years  of  ago.  To  protect  the  consti- 
tution against  the  contagion  eflfectually,  the  reme<fy  must  be  continued  for  at 
least  cignt  days.  From  idiosyncrasy,  the  belladonna  occasionally  fiiils  in  ren- 
dering the  patient  secure  against  scariatina.  It  has  appeared  also,  that  some 
epidemics  are  less  under  its  control  than  others.  Additional  testimony  on  this 
subject  is  furnished  by  the  results  of  Dr  Velsxn's  practice.  During  an  epide- 
mic of  scarlet  fever  in  the  town  of  Cleves,  the  belladonna  was  administered  in 
six  weeks  to  247  patients.  Out  of  this  number  only  thirteen  contracted  the  dis- 
ease. F'our  children  had  taken  the  remedy  irregularly;  one  child  had  teken  it 
regularly  for  fourteen  days;  another  had  taken  it  eight  days;  and  seven  employed 
it  only  fortv-eight  hours.  Of  these,  one  of  a  debilitated  constitution  died.  All 
the  others  had  the  disease  very  slishtly  in  comparison  with  those  patients  whe 
had  not  taken  the  belladonna.  The  following  striking  proof  is  worthy  of  no- 
tice. A  man,  the  father  of  four  children,  was  attacked  with  the  prevailing 
epidemic  after  having  visited  a  friend  who  was  confined  to  his  bed  with  the  same 
disease.  His  wife  and  children,  the  youngest  three  weeks,  the  oldest  four 
years  of  age,  took  the  extract  of  belladonna  regulariy  in  the  form  and  doses 
above  mentioned.  Although  they  continued  to  live  with  the  patient  night  and 
day  in  a  small  and  ill  ventilated  apartment,  they  all  escaped  the  disease. — Zton' 
don  Med,  and  Phyt.  Joum.  Jan,  1828. 

23.  Cure  ofAlaial  Polypi. — Dr  Primus,  of  Kabenhausen,  asserts  that  the 
•aifronized  tincture  of  opmm  (of  the  Pru««ian  pharmacopoeia)  possesses  the 
property  of  gradually  destroying  nasal  polypi  when  applied  to  them.  Some 
cures  which  nave  l>een  thus  effected  have  already  l>een  pubHsbed,  and  a  strik- 
ing case  occurred  in  January  1826.    A  man,  forty-six  yean  of  tge,  had  one  in 
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each  Dostril.  The  tincture  was  applied  several  tiioes  a  day  to  the  bases  of  the 
polypi  by  means  of  a  small  hair  brush  or  lint  roll.  In  eight  days  the  tmnours 
had  assumed  a  paler  appearance,  and  lost  a  little  in  volume  ;  a  serous  secretion 
from  the  nose,  which  had  existed  for  a  long  time,  was  diminished  and  the  pitui- 
tary membrane  had  acquired  a  more  lively  tint,  as  if  in  a  sub-inflammatory  state. 
Under  the  use  of  the  application  the  tumours  continued  to  decrease,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  they  had  entirely  disappeared. — Med.  Chirurg.  Zeitung, 

24.  Glossitia. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  are  given  in  the  form  of  hospital 
reports  in  the  January  number  of  the  London  Medical  and  Physical  JoumaL 
Tlie  first  was  of  a  man  ased  fifty-five  years — the  complaint  two  days  in  dura- 
tion— bowels  costive — pulse  seventy-eight.  Two  applications  of  leeches,  six- 
teen each  time,  to  the  angle  of  the  jaw  on  successive  days — purgative  enemata — 
laxative  draught  and  blisters  behind  the  ears  were  the  successful  remedies.  Pa- 
tient dismissed  cured  after  being  nine  days  in  the  house. 

The  second  case  was  of  a  female  aged  thirty-two,  married  but  childless — palse 
100,  full  and  hard;  bowels  Astive ;  face  somewhat  flushed. — Relief  was  obtained 
by  two  bleedings  each  of  §xvii. ;  cathartic  enemata ;  leeches  twice  to  the  an- 
gle of  the  jaw ;  blisters  along  both  sides  of  the  lower  angle  of  the  jaw,  to  be 
dressed  with  savine  ointment ;  cathartic  after  the  patient  could  swallow,  which 
produced  several  copious  dark  stools.  After  relief  from  the  glossitis,  *«  she  re- 
mained for  a  fortnight  with  inflammation  of  the  right  tonsil,  which  in  spite  of 
the  active  measures  employed  went  on  to  suppuration ;  the  digestive  orgrans  be- 
coming seriously  deranged,  with  bilious  vomiting.  These,  with  many  other  inter- 
esting cases  of  various  disease,  are  drawn  up  by  Mr  Alexaivder  Raikty,  senior 
pupil  in  the  Aberdeen  New  Dispensary. 

25.  The  Manna  Gum  Tree,  Manna  Eucalyptus. — ^The  trees  blossom  from 
November  till  May.  In  those  and  the  intermediate  months,  the  manna  falls,  the 
weather  being  hot  and  dry.  The  quantity  of  manna  depends  upon  the  number 
of  flowers  which  the  trees  and  seasons  produce,  as  the  manna  proceeds  from  the 
flowering  cups  which  are  full  of  honey.  Tliese  cups  become  the  seed  vessels ; 
they  grow  very  thick  on  the  tops  of  the  branches,  and  form,  with  the  cups,  the 
distinguishing  character  of  the  genus,  as  named  by  the  French  botanists.  The 
flowers  are  much  thicker  on  this  than  they  arc  on  others  of  this  genus  that  I 
have  observed  which  abound  in  New  l^Iolland. 

The  flowering  cups,  or  seed  vessels,  being  filled  with  this  sweet  juice,  as  the 
wind  gently  moves  the  branches,  it  falls  on  the  leaves — these  become  inspissated 
and  dry  by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  fall  to  the  ground  in  white  lumps  of  various 
shapes  and  sizes-  It  sometimes  falls  so  abundantly  as  nearly  to  cover  the  ground 
under  some  of  the  trees.  The  ants  devour  it  very  fast,  and  they  are  always  very 
numerous  under  the  trees — probably  it  is  to  them  a  delicious  food. 

The  manna  gum  tree  is,  when  in  full  growth  and  in  rich  alluvial  soil,  a  very 
beautiful  tree,  affording  in  the  hot  season  a  very  aj;rceable  shade.  It  is  of  a  large 
size,  and  I  have  seen  it,  when  full  grown,  five  feet  in  diameter  at  the  butt,  and  of 
considerable  height.  It  sheds  its  outer  bark,  which  peels  off  thioughout  the 
year.  The  bark  is  of  a  bluish  white,  the  foliage  of  a  very  dark  green,  very  thick 
and  pendent  on  the  tops  of  the  branches.  The  wood  of  this  species  of  eucalyp- 
tus is  remarkable  for  its  resistance  to  fire,  probably  from  the  saccharine  nature  of 
its  sap,  and  in  a  state  of  decay  it  becomes  arid. — .Australian,  copied  into  the 
London  Med.  Reposit.  Dec.  1827. 

26.  Gastro-enterites  caused  by  the  emetic o-cathartic  of  Leroy. — Of  seven 
hundred  cases  of  gastro-cntcritic  disease  caused  by  the  secret  distribution  of  tliis 
medicine  to  the  soldiers  of  the  royal  guard  at  Versailles,  twenty-seven  died. 
Autopsic  examination  of  these  latter  shewed  infinmmation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach,  duodenum  and  ileon,  but  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
pylorus.  This  membrane  was  often  found  ulceiated  in  several  parts.  In  many 
subjects  the  aiachnoid  was  thickened,  and  intiltrations  from  it  were  found  in  the 
ventriclad,  the  basis  of  tlie  brain  and  the  spinal  canal.    These  accidents  happened 
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in  1822,  and  are  recorded  by  Dr  Le  Noble,  physician  to  the  hoipital  at  Ver- 
sailles. Dr  BoissEAU,  who  made  a  report  on  this  memoir  to  the  Academy  of  Me- 
dicine, points  out  the  difference  between  gastro-enterites  brought  on  artificially 
or  by  irritating  or  acrid  ingesta,  and  those  occurring  epidemically,  in  the  muco 
greater  curability  of  the  former. — Arehiv,  Gen.  J^Tov,  1827. 

27.  Castor  CHI  a  Cure  for  the  Ring  Worm. — We  read  in  the  London  Medical 
Repository  and  Review  for  December  1827,  that  a  gentleman  had  been  subject 
to  the  ring  worm,  which  had  long  resisted  all  the  appliances  external  and  internal 
of  the  regular  faculty,  and  he  was  so  far  from  being  relieved,  that  the  complaint 
became  worse  and  worse — insomuch  that  he  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  a  reme- 
dy suggested  by  a  Parsee  boy  in  his  service.  This  consisted  in  the  external  ap- 
plication of  castor  oil,  from  which  immediate  relief,  and  in  no  long  time,  a  perfect 
cure,  was  experienced.  An  officer  of  high  rank,  who  had  suffered  still  longer, 
and  more  grievously,  under  the  same  complaint,  was  persuaded  to  try  the  same 
remedy,  and  found  in  it  a  speedy  and  perfect  cure.  He  had  been  in  unceasing 
misery  for  three  years.  He  found  sensible  relief  in  a  few  hours,  and  was  cured 
in  three  days.  Several  more  obscure  persons  were  cured  in  like  manner.  It  is 
not  mentioned  how  often,  nor  for  what  length  of  time,  this  application  was  made ; 
but  a  little  discretion  and  good  sense  will  supply  this  omission. 

Our  readers  will  remember  the  method  of  curing  the  itch  adopted  by  professor 
Delpech  of  Montpellier,  and  reported  in  this  Journal  for  October  1827.  Olive 
oil  was  there  stated  to  have  exercised  all  tlic  controlling  effects  on  psora  which 
castor  oil  is  said  to  have  done  in  herpes. 

28.  Sand  Baths. — The  use  of  this  kind  of  baths  Is,  we  are  told  by  Desok- 
NETTEs,  of  Arabian  origin.  Solano  di  Lucca  introduced  them  into  Spain, 
and  FouquET  among  the  French  has  lauded  them  in  scurvy  and  phthisis  pulmo- 
nalis.  In  Spain  the  patients  are  left  in  the  bath  from  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  in  case  of  fainting,  a  strong  wine  or  decoction  of  acorns 
(bdlota)  is  administered  to  them. 

The  attention  of  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine  has  been  lately  directed  to 
this  subject  by  Dr  Marc,  who  read  a  report  based  on  an  extract  from  the  6ra- 
zette  Allemande  of  St  Petersburgh.  We  learn  from  this  document  that  there  is 
a  deposition  of  marine  salt  in  the  Crimea  which  is  employed  as  baths  in  the  euro 
of  hysteria,  hypochondriasis,  scrofula,  scurvy,  hemorrhoids,  &c.  On  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Hlack  Sea,  in  the  Crimea,  45  wer:?ts  from  Simpheropol  and  17  from 
Kosloff,  the  recession  of  the  sea,  during  the  great  heats  of  summer,  leaves  ex- 
posed a  saline  mud,  oily  to  the  touch,  grey  on  the  surface,  and  black  internally, 
and  giving  the  odour  of  marine  plants.  It  is  in  this  mud,  which  has  been  as- 
certamed  to  contain  a  quantity  of  marine  salt,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Crimea, 
and  especially  the  Tartars,  bathe  by  burying  themselves  in  it.  A  ditch  is  scooped 
out  in  the  form  of  a  bathing  tub,  in  which  the  patient  is  put  quite  naked,  and 
covered  with  the  saline  mud^  which  is  renewed  several  times  in  the  space  of 
three  or  four  hours.  He  takes  at  the  same  time  a  tonic  and  demulcent  drink : 
and  on  corning  out  of  this  bath  he  plunges  into  one  of  common  water.  The 
effects  of  this  practice  are  a  mild  and  general  glow  of  heat  soon  followed  by 
profuse  sweat  and  eruption  all  over  the  skin,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  houn  a 
most  voracious  appetite. — Archiv.  Gen.  de  Med.  A'*ov.  1827. 

29.  Singular  Effect  of  a  Cantharides  Plaster. — The  second  application  of  a 
bhstcring  plaster  to  the  chest  for  a  pleuritic  stitch  was  followed,  in  a  case  atten- 
ded by  Dr  Ammon,  with  an  ulcer  on  the  glans  penis,  which  was  not  healed  until 
after  the  expiration  of  three  weeks.  It  was  washed  daily  with  a  solution  of  the 
acetate  of  lead.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  patient  on  tliii  occasion  pro- 
tested against  the  vesicating  application,  alleging  that  a  similar  remedy  having 
been  miule  use  of  for  a  pleurisy  under  which  he  laboured  several  years  before, 
was  followed  by  a  violent  goDorrfacsa,  which  did  not  yield  until  five  weeks  of 
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miiubla  IrMUoeDl,— £<>t.  ontuiii  Jti  gta  heik.,  copied  iota  tlie  J 
Mtditale. 

SO.  Hamatemeiii  cauitd  by  per-carbonattd  Ri/drogen.—T>i  Dx  Fkkmov 
relales  the  c»ae  of  u  youngworaou  Iwcnly-lwo  year*  of  age,  who,  Ihaugh  fthe  roCD- 
itnialed  regulnrly  nnd  hail  usually  eDJoyed  good  hcaitb,  wgs  seized  with  a  voml- 
ling  of  black  blood  In  large  qunntiliss.  The  situatlDn  of  the  wine  alorc  In  wUd 
this  foung  woman  spenda  her  days,  nnd  of  her  bed  rooui.  the  hnt  baviog  ibna 
«oelii  of  lighling  rSb,  aod  Ibe  second  bein^  eiposed  to  two  olhen,  nnd  haring  ■ 
third  in  it,  accounts,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr  De  Pkrhon,  foe  (he  productkni  ef  lb* 
diwue.  He  refera  to  the  eipetimenta  of  MM.  CAiF.iiin  and  MAGSitDiB  oa 
(he  ioIroduedoD  of  putrid  matter!  Into  the  veins,  and  (□  those  orNvsTEK'  ddUn 
iDlraduclion  orfnues  into  (be  animal  economy;  and  also  Iho  production  of  inler- 
mitlent  and  yellow  fcveri  by  tnnrsbalr:  and  he  draws  the infecence  that,  vrbeners 
a  foreign  auhstance  or  matter  i<  thrown  into  the  circulaloty  apparatus,  and  which 
cannot  bo  asiimilaled  to  our  tinues  at  fluids,  (hece  is,  whether  the  abfocptioa 
ba*  been  from  the  lungs  or  elsewhere,  a  smgulneaus  exhalation  from  the  inteali- 
fial  Buiface. — BuUttin  dea  Scieneea  Med, 

31.  Chloiide  0/ Lime  for  the  tiire  of  Ilch.—'M.  Dcrhtiims,  of  St  Omer,  n- 
eoromends.inilioJDiirn.de  Chirn.  Med.  dt  Pharm.  et  de  Thxicoi.  rorDccIS!?. 
Ibe  following  solution  foi  the  cure  of  itch :— Dry  chloride  of  lime,  tliree  ouncca, 
diatilled  water,  one  pound.    The  solution  is  lo  be  applied  as  a  lotion  to  the 

thighs,  legs  and  arms  two  ot  three  limes  a  day.    Six  oc  lea  days  suffice  (or  a  cine. 
The  liquid  chlorides  of  soda  and  potass  have  beeo  employed  with  b  neatly  equal 


82.  Hgdra-sulphurous  tpater  in  Coliea  Pictontim, — MM.  CiiKTAu.ntit 
and  Raver  reported  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris  at  its  sitting  last  S«p- 
lembet,  that  the  hydro -sulphurous  waters  of  the  springs  al  Enghion  and  Barregva 
taken  intemally  are  efGcDclous  in  calming  the  sulunime  colic,  ia  those  peisoiu 
employed  in  the  manuTacture  of  white  lead. 

S3.  Sulphate  of  Quinine  in  latermiHent  Feveri. — Astecorders.iD  thiadepail- 
ment  of  our  work,  of  what  we  find  re1a(ed  in  o(her  Journal ;,  without  our  prelendhiE 
to  be  responsible  ibr,  or  lo  advocate  and  approve  of  the  soundoesa  of  the  reasaDinz, 
Ottbe  alleged  successful  pracrice  in  medicine,  oroperalioo  in  surgery,  narrated  in 
them,  we  must  here  notice  (he  clinical  remarks  of  M.BALi.rD(  the  Hoipi(al  de  la 
PiUe.  This  gentleman  contends  that  small  doses  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  lira 
grains  for  example,  have  very  uncertain  therapeutical  effecis,  a(  Ihe  same  time  (bat 
they  are  apt  lo  produce  syncope,  vomillng  and  other  nervous  symplomB  refenbla 
to  rerebrat  exallation.  He  asserts  that  ilT  this  medicine  be  adiuinislered  In  latn 
doses,  such  as  twenty  lo  thirty  grains  in  the  day,  it  will,  so  far  from  praductng  the 
accidents  attributed  to  it  by  praclilioncrs,  cause  the  redness  and  sabunsl  slate  o( 
Iho  tongue  lo  disappear,  and  acl  as  a  sedslive  an  the  nervous  and  circulatory  sy*- 
tems.  Nay,  still  farther,  M.  Bai.lt  is  induced  lo  believe  that  in  the  enlarge- 
meots  of  the  spleen,  (ho  sulphate  of  quinine  acts  as  a  deobttnunl,  by  prampdj 
removing  all  symptoms  of  enlargement. 

34.  Fumigationa  of  Chlorine  in  Phlhiiis  PulmonaJit. — On  (he  recommrada- 
lion  of  a  M.  Gamal,  ex-assistant  in  chcmialiy  lo  M.  TnKHjuin,  a  series  of  clinJ- 
cat  trials  have  been  made  of  the  elTECls  of  chlorine  in  pulriiDniii;  consumption.  In 
Ihe  HSpilat  di  la  Charill,  We  wave  any  minute  description  of  Ihe  apparatus, 
and  shall  content  ourselves  with  slating  that  the  result  was,  as  might  have  b^et■ 
anticipated,  eminently  unsuccessful.  In  three  rmt  nf  six  cases,  with  cavernous 
ibscesses,  there  was  in  aggravation  of  Ihe  disease  consequent  on  ihe  use  of  the 

■■•'---      "^ '---  latlents  left  the  hospital  without  any  marked  effecta  ti«iil( 

ng  subjccl.  alleged  that  he  experienced  nothing  peenliai 
■    ' Ttainly  evinced  no  sensible  change 
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85.  Epidemic  2Sona^ — ^The  hospitil  of  the  Bicetra  presented  in  NoTember  left 
tn  example  of  epidemic  zona.  More  than  thirty  persons  were  assailed  by  the  dis- 
ease. In  one  of  these,  the  inflammation  was  so  violent  as  to  end  in  gancrene  of 
the  affected  part.  Many  instances  of  zona  have  been  observed  at  the  same 
time  in  Paris.— %^*<m9.  BibUoth,  Med, 

86.  Constipation  of  the  Bowels. — In  the  December  number  of  the  London  Me* 
dical  and  Physical  we  find  the  relations  of  two  cases  of  obstinate  constipation  suc- 
cessfully treated.  The  first  was  of  twenty  one  days  duration.  Mr  Jones,  the 
professional  attendant,  had  tried  in  vain  calomel  and  jalap  in  pills,  enemata  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  laxative,  terebinthinato  and  tobacco,  croton  oil,  calomel  and  opiumt 
extract  colocynth,  aloes,  &,c.  As  a  last  effort  he  prescribed  the  following  liniment, 
to  be  well  rubbed  upon  the  abdomen,  particularly  over  the  reg:ion  of  the  stomach 
and  arch  of  the  colon,  every  two  or  three  hours,  and  each  rubbing  to  be  continu- 
ed for  at  least  twenty  minutes:  Camphors,  1  dr.  01.  oliv.  opt.  Ij  oz.  Liq.  am- 
Bon.  i  oz. — M. 

In  the  evening  of  the  following  day*  after  this  prescription  was  given,  word 
was  brought  by  the  nurse  to  Mr  Jones,  that  about  half  an  hour  aAer  the  friction 
with  the  liniment  had  been  well  used,  the  patient  had  a  most  copious  liquid  evacua- 
tion, which  was  soon  followed  by  others  equally  copious,  having  the  consistence 
and  appearance  of  yeast.     She  was  speedily  relieved  from  all  complaints. 

The  second  case  of  obstruction  of  the  bowels  was  of  twelve  days  standing.  It 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  Dr  Alexander  of  Genoa.  The  patient  had  all  the 
symptoms  of  strangulated  intestine,  although  the  hernia  under  which  he  had  suf- 
fered for  seventeen  years  was  not  at  all  painful,  and  was  reduced  by  the  taxis  to 
one  half  its  usual  size.  All  the  usual  remedies  in  such  cases  were  tried  in  this 
without  effect — and  the  patient  was  on  the  evening  of  the  twelfth  day  consi- 
dered as  one  destined  soon  to  breathe  his  last.  At  Sus  epoch  Dr  Alexander 
endeavoured  to  approach  the  evil  more  nearly  by  means  which  we  shall  give 
in  his  own  words. 

"  I  attached,"  says  he, "  a  long,  hollow  urethra  bougie  to  the  pipe  of  an  injection 
syringe,  calculated  to  contain  more  than  a  pint :  this  I  filled  with  warm  water, 
and  having  introduced  the  entire  length  of  the  tube  by  the  anus,  I  threw  the 
contents  of  the  syringe  into  the  bowel  with  some  force.  I  then  attempted  to 
draw  back  the  piston  of  the  syringe,  held  steadily  in  the  same  position,  and  with 
some  exertion  raised  it  out  one  third  of  its  length  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing 
any  fluid  within  its  reach.  I  had  continued  mis  action  for  about  half  a  minute, 
when  my  patient  exclaimed  that  he  could  not  breathe  longer,  and  that  something 
was  descending.  At  this  moment  I  felt  a  sudden  rush  of  fluid  into  the  body  of  the 
syringe  which  was  very  soon  filled ;  and  upon  withdrawing  the  tube,  he  had  im- 
mediately a  large  feculent  fluid  evacuation,  attended  with  instant  and  complete 
relief  of  all  his  symptoms.  He  very  soon  fell  asleep,  after  taking  some  jelly  and 
wine,  which  rested  comfortably  on  the  stomach ;  he  awakened  refreshed,  easy 
and  with  an  appearance  of  relief  and  composure  quite  new  to  him  for  several 
days.  In  twelve  hours  after,  he  had  (as  I  anticipated)  a  most  violent  purging, 
which  seemed  to  threaten  his  life ;  but  by  stimulants  and  nourishment,  he  rallied 
again,  and  in  due  time  after,  his  digestive  organs  resumed  their  function,  his 
strength  recruited,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  he  is  now  restored  to  perfect  health." 

Dr  Alexander  recommends  in  similar  cases  an  eariy  recourse  to  the  tub« 
and  syringe,  the  former  of  which  might  be  two  feet  and  of  a  softer  material  than 
the  bougie  generally  is,  **  so  as  to  follow  the  windings  of  the  intestines." 

37.  Remittent  Fever  m  England  in  1827. — The  following  statement  will  shew 
that  our  country  is  not  the  only  one  which  of  late  years  has  suflered  in  an  unu- 
sual dezree  from  remittent  and  intermittent  fevers.  The  sickness  in  tlie  vicinity 
of  London  during  the  autumn  of  1827  wiU  remind  us  of  the  epidemic  visitation  in 
the  country  around  Philadelphia  and  the  precincts  of  the  city  itself  in  1828. 

**  It  is  notorious,"  says  the  Journal  of  Science,  **  that  in  the  last  autumn  the  re- 
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mittent  fevers  in  various  parts  of  the  country  amounted  to  a  species  of  pestilence, 
such  as  has  scarcely  been  known  in  England  from  this  cause »  or,  we  mieht  almost 
indeed  say,  from  any  other  disease,  since  the  days  of  Sydenham.  Wherever 
ague  had  existed,  or  even  been  supposed  possible,  in  those  places  was  this  fever 
found :  so  that  in  all  the  well  known  tracts  in  Lincolnshire,  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
Kent,  Essex,  Sussex,  Hampshire  and  so  forth,  theie  was  scarcely  a  house  with- 
out one  or  more  inhabitants  under  fever,  while  the  event,  as  might  be  expected, 
was  a  considerable  mortality.  In  the  parish  of  Marston  in  Lincolnshire,  for  ex- 
ample, it  amounted  to  twenty-five  in  tnree  hundred  inhabitants ;  in  some  other 
places,  it  reached  one  in  sixteen,  one  in  thirteen,  and  one  in  nine.  And  so  exten- 
sive was  its  range,  that  even  Hastings  did  not  escape,  while  it  would  be  almost 
superfluous  to  say  that  every  other  town  on  the  sea  coast  was  so  much  infected 
by  it,  that  they  who  resorted  to  them  for  bathing,  as  usual,  found  themselves 
roost  awkwardly  situated  and  also  suffered  in  considerable  numbers." 

Fevers  of  the  same  nature  have  been  very  prevalent  in  various  parts  of  the 
outskirts  of  London,  and  in  the  towns  or  villages  connected  with  it,  within  a 
range  of  from  six  to  ten  miles.  The  writer  goes  on  to  say,  <*  that  whatever  was 
the  pestilence  last  year,  it  promises  to  be  much  greater  in  the  present  one.  This 
is  easily  judged  from  the  manner  in  which  the  season  has  set  in ;  but  still  more 
decidedly  from  the  extraordinary  prevalence  of  ague  in  the  spring ;  sinee  that 
which  is  intermittent  fever  then,  will  be  remittent  in  the  autumn  ;  or  rather,  as 
the  author  has  justly  remarked,  there  will  scarcely  be  a  definite  season  of  veroal 
intermittent ;  but  the  remittent  will  commence  immediately,  increasing  in  ex- 
tent and  severity  as  the  summer  advances,  and  promising  to  become,  in  the  au- 
tumn, the  greatest  season  of  disease  that  England  has  known  for  this  century. 

As  an  example  of  this,  it  roust  suffice  to  enumerate  two  or  three  fiacts,  while 
these  are  as  satisfactory  for  our  purpose  as  a  thousand  would  be.  The  most  ge- 
neral of  these  is,  that  ague  is  at  this  moment  extremely  abundant  where  it  was 
formerly  so  little  known  as  not  to  be  noticed,  and  that  where  single  cases  used  to 
occur,  there  are  now  hundreds.  Thus  has  it  prevailed  at  Fulham  and  Ealing, 
and  in  the  outskirts  of  London,  and  even  in  the  town  itself;  and  thus  does  it  so 
prevail  in  Greenwich,  Deptford  and  the  associated  vicinity,  that  a  medical  friend 
informs  us  that  it  comprises  more  than  two-thirds  of  his  entire  practice,  which  is 
very  extensive;  whereas  a  few  years  apro,  he  had  rarely  a  patient  in  a  year.  Thus 
also,  in  the  Military  Hospital  at  Woolwich,  there  were  in  the  spring'three  hun- 
dred patients  with  this  disease;  while,  in  former  times,  we  are  assured  that  an 
ague  was  scarcely  known  once  in  five  or  six  years." 

3S.  Sulphate  of  Quinine  externally  applied. — The  French  Journals  contain 
many  accounts  of  the  good  effects  of  the  application  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine  in 
powder  to  the  skin,  after  the  removal  of  the  dermoid  tissue  by  a  blister.  This 
method  of  using  the  medicine  is  good  in  all  those  cases  in  which  its  internal  ad- 
ministration was  indicated,  but  in  which  the  extreme  feebleness  or  irritability 
of  the  stomach  is  such  as  to  cause  it  to  be  rejected  when  swallowed.  Tliis  cu- 
taneous medication  has  been  practised  with  advantage  in  the  Philadelphia  Alms 
House. 

39.  Epilepsy  of  thirty  years  duration  cured  by  a  Burn. — A  case  of  ibis 
nature  is  related,  in  Huieland's  Journal  for  August  1826,  by  a  Dr  Boiva.  The 
patient,  a  shoe-maker,  41  years  of  age,  became  epileptic  when  eleven  years  old. 
The  fits,  at  first  few  in  number,  finally  became  regular  and  frequent,  recurrinCT- 
every  fortnight  at  the  time  of  the  new  and  full  moon.  During  a  paroxysm  of  the 
disease,  one  day  left  to  himself,  he  fell  into  a  turf  fire  and  burned  severely  his 
left  thich.  A  large  and  deep  ulcer  was  the  consequence  of  the  burn,  but  which 
under  the  care  of  Dr  Hona  finally  cicatrized.  From  the  day  when  the  accident 
occurred,  the  20th  of  March,  to  the  time  when  Dr  B.  wrote,  in  August,  this 
man  had  escaped  any  return  of  epileptic  fits. 

40.  Iodides  of  Sul/fhurin  Cutaneous  Diseases.— Di  BIET^.,of  thcllo:?pital  of 
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St  Louis,  has  instituted  triab  •f  the  efficacy  of  the  iodides  of  sulphur  as  an  ex- 
ternal application  in  the  squamous,  pustular  and  papular  affections  of  the  skin. 
He  has  already  witnessed  their  good  effects  in  psoriasis,  or  dry  or  scaly  tetter,  in 
tinea  favosa,  and  gutta,  or  acne,  rosacea,  and  is  inclined  to  consider  them  as 
among  our  most  powerful  therapeutical  agents  in  obstinate  cutaneous  complaints. 
But  much  caution  is  demanded  in  employing  them.  They  are  mixed  with  some 
&tty  matter  in  the  proportion  of  a  twenty-mth,  a  twentieth  or  a  sixteenUi  part, 
and  rubbed  on  the  affected  part.  The  deuto-iodide  applied  to  a  healthy  skin  sti- 
mulates it  strongly  and  causes  itching  and  even  pain  and  inflammation. — CUnijue 
des  BSpitaux,  copied  into  the  Journal  des  Progres,  tfc.  J>ro.  VL 

41.  Polysarehia  removed  byfiee  Depletion  and  the  tue  of  Iodine, — An  inter- 
esting account  of  excessive  corpulency  and  the  treatment  adopted  for  its  relief, 
has  been  published  in  a  pamphlet  form  some  time  back,  by  the  celebrated  sur- 
geon Graefe,  of  Berlin.  From  a  notice  of  it  in  a  German  journal  we  glean  the 
foIlowiDg : — A  butcher  of  Berlin,  named  Krocher,  was  the  subject  of  (he  case. 
Until  the  age  of  30  years  he  was  rather  slender,  and  passionately  fond  of  dan- 
cing. After  travelling,  as  is  so  much  the  German  fashion  with  tradesmen  and 
mechanics,  in  Russia,  he  felt  a  gradual  increase  of  appetite  for  flesh  meat,  which 
after  a  time  degenerated  into  a  true  bulimia.  His  voracity  may  be  judged  of 
from  a  wager  which  he  made  and  won,  that  he  would  eat  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  hours  a  whole  calf,  with  no  other  seasoning  or  addition  than  salt.  In  Ufl 
thirty-seventh  year,  his  adipose  development  was  so  great,  that  he  could  neither 
stand  nor  sit,  but  was  obliged  to  preserve  a  recumbent  posture;  and  he  was  at 
this  time,  when  Dr  Graefe  first  visited  him,  in  danger  of  being  suffocated  by 
his  own  fat. 

Dr  G.  began  the  treatment  by  frequent  venesection,  sometimes  twice  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  whenever  the  oppression  was  most  urgent.  The  quantity  of  blood 
we  do  not  find  staled.  Gou!ard*s  water  and  extract  of  belladonna  were  applied 
to  the  enormously  distended  abdomen.  Purgatives  were  administered  daily, 
which  produced  twenty,  thirty,  and  even  sometimes  sixty  stools,  in  the  course  of 
the  twenty-four  hour^.  Recourse  was  finally  had  to  the  iodine  as  an  emaciating 
agent.  The  diet  was  vegetable  and  of  a  very  restricted  quantity.  Under  this 
treatment  the  patient,  who  weighed  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  at  the  height 
of  his  malady,  was  reduced,  during  the  period  which  elapsed  from  December 
1825  to  April  1826,  to  one  half  of  this  weight.  After  this  he  was  able  to  move 
about  ficely,  and  attend  to  his  business  as  in  early  life.  His  fondness  for  animal 
food  and  his  voracious  appetite  had  disappeared.  But  for  the  fears  entertaine:!  of 
the  secondary  bad  effects  of  the  iodine,  its  continued  use  would  in  the  opinion 
of  Dr  Graefe  have  reduced  Krocher  to  his  original  size.  We  regret  not  be- 
ing able  to  state  the  doses  of  the  iodine,  nor  the  entire  amount  made  use  of. 
The  general  rule  however  applies,  whatever  may  be  the  disease,  viz.  to  begin 
with  a  moderate  dose,  and  gradually  increase  it. 

42.  Hemlock  as  a  Remedy  for  the  Itch. — Dr  GiovAffir  i  Pellegrini,  says  ihm 
Journal  Univerxel^  has  made  use  with  the  greatest  success  of  the  hemlock 
(conium  maeu/atum)  in  the  treatment  of  the  itch.  He  directs  the  leaves  of  the 
plant  to  be  bruised  in  a  marble  mortar  so  as  to  express  the  juice,  with  which  the 
eruption  is  to  be  rubbed  five  or  six  times.  The  disease  speedily  disappears.  He 
sometimes  makes  use  of  the  pulverized  leaves,  at  other  times  of  the  extract  and 
the  decoction—^  all  cases  with  entire  success. 

Perhaps  the^Hhor  would  have  done  well  to  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  cas- 
tious  use  of  so^werful  a  medicine  as  the  hemlock,  which,  when  thus  applied  to 
an  irritable  and  absorbent  surface,  cannot  fail  on  occasions  to  produce  marked,  if 
not  violent  and  dangerous,  constitutional  disease. 


43.  Hydroraehu  ewred  hy  Punetwing. — The  Journal  Univertel  for  Nov.  1S27, 
under  its  head  of  VariStis^  gives  an  account  of  two  rases  of  dropsy  of  the  spinal 
cord  cored  by  puncturing  the  tumour.    The  fiiet  was  of  a  child  two  mouths  old. 
Vol.  v.— No.  10,  April  1828.  68 
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.with  •  traii8|Mr«kt  tomoor  of  tlM  lumbtr  iegioo.«  It  was  aeddeDtaUy  puDetaroA 
•I  fint,  ind  nibM<|ueDtly  two  otiiar  timat  by  tbo  pbyrician  io  atteoduice.  Cob- 
■wirion  WM  oierated,  and  the  fubjocaot  parti  wero  united  and  became  ao  fina 
m'the  coune  of  a  twelvemonth,  that  this  portion  of  the  Tertebral  cokunn  bad 
acquired  a  aemUcartilaginoiia  conaiftence,  and  tlie  lower  limba  recained  all  diair 

Cwer.  The  want  of  continuity  of  the  bony  canal  waa  auppUed  by  a  plate  of 
id  kept  on  by'a  compresi  uid  roller.  The  pancturea  are  leeommeiidod  to  be 
made  yery  amau»  and  when  hydrocephalua  co-eaiati,  we  are  cautioned  not  to  ex- 
pect auch  complete  socceaa  aa  hi  the  caae  Juat  naimted,  and  in  anotlier  equity 
wrtonate  in  ita  leaulta. 

We  could  have  wiihed  for  the  name  of  the  physician,  and  the  time  jmd  plaee 
when  the  operation  wai  performed.  NamtiTea  of  all  kinda  loae  muc^  of  tfieir 
vahie  if  dlveated  of  the  circumatanoea  of  location,  chronology  and  predae 
tlon  of  the  principal  actoia. 


Y.  MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

44.  MedieO'Legal  Diieusdon  on  Jhaoiii^,  by  Dr  Gborost.  We  beHenpAat 
we  ahall  render  an  acceptable  service  to  our  readera  by  laying  before  them  liome 
Inteieating  ftcta,  and  plain  reasonhigi  on  the  subject  which  h«ida  tUa  aitide. 
Dr  GsoROXT'a  work  on  Insanity  is  among^  the  very  beat  extant  It  ii.iir  <he 
pOrpoae  of  giving  still  forthar  extension  to  tlie  views  contained  in  It  tiiat  he  haa 
written  the  valu&e  artidea  in  the  jSrMvei  OeneraUmde  Medieme,CrQm  which 
wi  shall  chiefly  draw  for  what  follows.  With  Dr  O.  we  may  very  weU  aay  that 
questlooa  in  I^al  medidne  connected  With  insanity  are  neioer  the  leaat  muiar* 
ebs,  nor  the  kest  difficult.  Judges  are  firequenthf  called  on  to  grant  goardtana  or 
trasteea,  in  consequence  of  the  alleged  mental  incapacity  of  certain  Indivldmda 
to  manage  their  own  concerns— Mtna  juries  to  give  verdict  in  casea  of  improper 
or  mischfovous  acts,  according  to  their  belief  ofthe  sanity  or  insaidty  of  the  pei^ 
aonjB  accused.'  They  are  on  these  occasions  often  at  a  loss  for  data  on  which  Io 
form  these  opinions, — and  they  naturally  look  to  physicians  for  assistance. 

Tlie  great  obstacle  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  extent  of  the  moral  reapon- 
sibility  of  those  accused  of  crimes  is  the  ignorance,  for  the  most  part,  of  the  mem- 
bers of  society  generally  of  the  existence  and  nature  of  partial  insanity  or  mono- 
mania. They  cannot  conceive  how  a  man  should  be  proclaimed  of  unsound  mind 
who  reasons  well  on  most  thin^,  displays  natural  and  laudable  feelings  and  ia 
only  wild  or  extravagant  on  a  particular  subject  of  thought  or  affection.  In  acme 
the  change  in  their  intellectual  state  is  so  gradual  as  onen  not  to  excite  especial 
comment  or  remark,  until  the  commission  of  some  revolting  extravagance  or  fla- 
grant crime.  The  preceding  whims  and  vagaries — inconsistences  of  conduct  and 
mcoherenccs  of  remark  are  two  often  overlooked  or  are  put  down  vaguely  to  the 
score  of  eccentricity — an  explanation  about  as  valid  as  to  account  for  a  train  of 
morbid  phenomena  in  the  body— exacerbations  of  fever  and  attacks  of  pain,  by 
calling  them  idiosyncrasy. 

Dr  GxoROET  gives  a  case  communicated  by  Dr  Goupil,  in  which  there  waa 
evidently  progressive  derangement  of  mind,  in  a  subaltern  officer  of  the  French 
Army.  This  person  whose  name  was  Meudic,  aged  twenty  seven  years,  was  ac- 
cused of  the  crime  of  insulting  language  and  acts  of  violence  towards  his  superior 
officers.  His  conduct  in  the  morning  was  marked  by  many  inconsisteQciea,  and 
his  violence  to  his  captain,  whom  he,  after  having  slept  out  of  the  barracks  a  whole 
night  with  his  mistress,  had  desired  to  see,  was  without  motive,  and  thus  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  his  arrest,  which  was  accompanied  by  evidences  of  fury  uhI 
estrangement  of  his  customary  affections.  M.  Goupil  having  instituted  luinate 
inquiries  into  the  previous  state  of  Meudic's  mind  as  evinced  in  his  conduct  at 
different  times  and  places  towards  his  comrades,  and  the  marked  and  peculiar 
physiognomical  expression  which  he  displayed  during  his  extravagant  fits,  addu- 
ces the  following  as  proofs  of  the  insanity  of  this  individual. 
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I .  For  many  years  notable  cliange?  in  the  character  of  Meudic.  He  had  be- 
come mischievous,  morose  and  quarrelsome :  he  was  shunned  and  feared.  2.  He 
maltreated  perpetually  without  cause  the  different /oum^s  that  he  had  in  succes- 
sion, he  got  into  a  passion  with  and  struck  them  without  having  any  thing 
to  complain  of.  On  one  occasion  he  was  desirous  of  cutting  off  an  ear  from  one 
of  them — at  another  time  he  made  a  similar  attempt  on  sergeant  Cartier.  One 
day  he  wished  to  throw  him  out  of  the  window.  3.  When  at  Maria  Louisa's,  his 
mistress,  he  would  from  the  most  perfect  calm  of^en  pass  into  a  state  of  fury,  strike 
her  and  want  to  throw  her  out  of  the  window.  4.  He  used  often  to  remain 
silent  in  the  midst  of  his  comrades,  appeared  lost  in  a  profound  reverie,  when 
be  would  suddenly  start  up  and  commit  extravagances,  with  an  abruptness 
of  transition  as  quick  as  lightning.  5.  He  carried  his  indifference  of  busiuess  so 
far  as  to  neglect  that  of  his  company.  His  captain  was  often  obliged  to  make 
him  come  to  his  quarters  in  order  to  force  him  to  be  occupied — he  was  often 
distracted  and  in  a  reverie,  and  even  remained  in  this  state  when,  in  company 
with  his  comrades,  he  was  to  receive  the  orders  of  the  adjutant  major.  6.  He 
did  not  rouse  himself  from  this  state  of  depression  except  to  yield  himself  up  to 
a  noisy  and  lawless  bustle;  he  then  would  teaze  and  vex  his  comrades, and  com- 
pel them  to  shut  themselves  up  in  order  to  escape  him,  or  to  seize  hold  of  their 
arms  for  the  purpose  of  driving  him  away.  He  dcli«;l)ted  in  playing  unexpected 
and  often  sinister  tricks  on  them :  he  tried  to  bum  the  accounts  of  one,  and  set 
fire  to  the  bed  of  another ;  he  deluged  a  third  with  cold  water  during  his  sleep.  He 
would  pass  whole  hours  in  striking  with  his  sword  against  the  doors  and  walls. 
7.  During  many  months  he  slept  very  little  ;  frequently  he  did  not  go  to  bed  at 
all  at  night,  and  took  no  sleep  during  the  day.  VVe  know  that  maniacs  are  veiy 
subject  to  wakefulness.  8.  In  no  other  garment  than  his  shirt,  he  was  exposed 
during  the  whole  night  to  the  snow ;  he  crossed  the  canal  at  Sch^lestatt  during 
a  severe  frost ;  he  threw  himself  into  it  a  fortnight  afterwards  in  the  same  circum- 
stances ;  he  went  down  one  night  entirely  naked  into  the  barrack  yard  and  hid 
for  a  long  time  the  water  pumped  on  his  head.  Some  months  before  his  arrest 
he  was  desirous  of  taking  a  similar  douche  in  the  rue  des  Drapiers,  notwithstan- 
ding the  remonstrances  of  his  friend  Veriac.  Hut  what  is  most  remarkable  in 
this  last  act,  is  the  entire  forgetfulness  of  decency  and  all  sentiments  of  modesty, 
which  prompted  Meudic  to  expose  himself  naked  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  in  the  yard  of  a  dwelling  house  then  tenanted ;  and  worthy 
of  perhaps  still  more  notice,  is  the  attempt  which  he  made  in  this  state  to  follow 
Veriac  whom  he  ran  after  as  far  as  the  street.  These  circumstances  evidently 
shew  a  person  to  be  insane.  9.  Frequently  when  Meudic  abandoned  himself  to 
these  extravagances,  he  would  vociferate,  and  his  face  become  red,  and  eyes 
hag;!:ard— characters  these  of  maniacal  raving.  10.  Sometimes  he  uttered  the 
most  unconnected  opinions.  We  are  indeed  bound  to  consider  that  person  ra- 
ving who  extols  as  the  noblest  of  deaths  the  ptmishmcnt  of  a  soldier  condemned 
to  be  shot,  entertains  his  comrades  with  no  other  subject  but  his  desire  of  thui 
dying,  and  proposes  to  his  fricnd«  and  his  mistress  either  to  blow  out  their  own 
brains  or  to  put  each  other  to  death. 

A  review,  says  M.  Govpil,  of  all  these  circumstances,  proves  manifestly, 
that  Meudic  is  deranged.     All  the  acts  enumerated  characterize  insanity,  and 
ttiey  arc  so  evident  that  he  does  not  think  it  necessary  to  place  them  in  a  stronger 
light.     In  reply  to  the  objection,  thit  the  prisoner  appeared  to  possess  habitual^      ^     . 
his  reasoning  faculties,  did  not  rave,  and  kept  his  accounts,  M.  G.  proves,  bf 
fact«t  drawn  from  different  authorr*,  that  there  is  a  reasoning  madness,  such  ta    C  a.  '^ 
the  poet  describes  to  have  **  method  in  it  ;**  in  which  the  nfTcctions  take  a  wrong     a!^^  *t 
bias  and  lead  to  the  commission  of  crime,  whiNt  the  judgtnent  and  reaioning    *^jf^  ^ 
powers  are  not  aflertcd  to  any  notable  extent.     The  tianquiltity  of  Meudic,  after 
his  confmcmont,  will  not  surpri«e  tho«e  accustomed  to  the  insane.     Seclusion,  a 
new  kind  of  life,  the  remembrance  of  irregular  conduct,  attention  excited  by  the 
prcpniatiuns  of  tri^l,  all  these  would  naturally  create  a  useful  diversion  from  the 
ideas  before  dominant  in  the  mind  of  Meudic.     When  visited  by  his  counsel  and 
M.  tioupiL  he  expressed  himself  with  great  facility  and  precision.  Nothing  esca- 
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pad  Ut^pfwUehwMdd  hive  Miietd  the  lUi^btMt  fwpidoii  of  tnj  ditofdar  la 
III  iBtonaetQil  ftculUw.  He  told  Umm  gMtlemen  that  at  the  moment  of  the 
tomiog  on  of  a  parexyiip  he  feU  aomethiiig  peculiar  in  his  head,  ai  if  the  blood 
WMioaffliui  to  it  "  Jl  AtfttUf"  aaid  be,  **  of  (A«  no^  qfthe  neek^  vnd  ioJbe» 
Una€h9$ik€/fir§hMad^Iknowmtu^uUImmabwt.**  He  atated  that  1m  loll 
bimaelf  to  be  in  a  very  difibrent  state  since  he  waa  in  priaon,  and  that  hn  wm 
wnon  master  ofUM  hiad, 

.  Dr  Osomo^T  says,  ^t  M.  Ooinpxx.  la  In  onor  in  asserting  that  the  gnmUr 
wmmhtr  of  faisane  persons  do  not  remember  the  violences  which  they  have  torn* 
Bdtted  doiiog  their  maniacal  paroxysms.  The  reverse  Is  so  cenerally  the  caon. 
tittt  one  Is  tompted  to  believe  that  the  Mtients  who  say  ttey  are  unnblo  In 
loeaU  to  mind  thsir  past  conduct  do  not  tell  the  truth,  either  that  they  may  nvnid 
disaBreeaUe  questions  or  (iom  some  other  motive. 

Ine  conclusions  by  which  M.  Goupil  termlnatea  his  memorial  are : 

1.  That  Meudk  is  afiected  with  habitual  mania,  usually  without  raviof  or  do- 
Brinm,  butsometimes  this  latter  is  present:  3.  That  he  was  in  aparoxyam  of  tUa 
diaease  when  he  committed  the  acts  for  whkh  he  was  arrested :  S.  Tliat  ho  eaa- 
Bot  be  held  responsible  for  his  actions. 

These  condusioos  were  approved  of  by  BflL  Caillot  and  Bsaor,  pro* 

•  fossors  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  at  StrasDui]rii,  and  by  M.  Rieokioiu  ■■■■, 

physician  to  the  Civu  Hospital.    Notwithatan<UDg  the  forcible  logic  of  the  «•• 

Siorial  and  the  weU^t  of  the  authoiitiea  by  which  It  was  supported,  MendJo 

.  waa  condemned  to  death  by  the  court.  The  sentence  was  afterwards  conamlad 

fitf  one  of  ten  veam  imprisonment 

After  analynng  aoBoo  observations  of  M.  Costs,  who  denies  that  a  pome 
who  tries  to  conceal  his  condition  la  really  insane,  where  there  is  do  penodcal 
madness,  Dr  Gxomoxt  goe#  on  to  say,  that  if  almost  all  insane  peraona  are  igeo- 
iint  of  their  mental  disoraer,  there  are  some  again,  thouch  few  in  Dumbery  who 
are  aensible  of  the  derangement  of  their  ideaa  and  sentiments,  and  who  nami 
BKMt  feelingly  their  situation.  Others  entertain  confused  notions  reopectingUMk 
disease,  and  are  only  aware  of  it  during  their  lucid  intervals,  or  admit  in  part  thek 
mental  alienation.  Among  very  many  which  we  could  draw  from  other  eonreea^ 
we  shall  quote  the  case  given  by  jyv  G.  On  the  7th  October  1826,  he  waa  visited 
by  the  wife  of  a  brazier,  of  the  name  of  Ny,  who  came  to  consult  him  respecting 
her  state  of  mind,  which  caused  in  her  the  greatest  anxiety.  She  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  good  health,  slept  well,  had  a  good  appetite,  menstruated  regularly, 
did  not  suffer  from  any  pain — nor  was  there  any  disorder  in  her  circulation  :  but 
this  woman  complained  of  at  times  being  seized  with  certain  ideas  which  would 
impel  her  to  destroy  her  four  children,  though  she  loves  them,  as  she  says,  more 
than  she  does  herself;  she  is  then  afraid  of  doing  something  sinister,  weepa  and 
is  in  a  state  of  despair;  and  thinks  of  throwing  herself  out  of  the  window.  At 
|^>  such  times  she  befeomes  suffused,  feels  an  irresistible  impulsion  without  any 

motive,  and  which  is  productive  of  general  uneasiness  and  tremor.  She  haa  no 
had  tJioughts  against  other  children ;  she  takes  care  to  avoid  her  own — to  keep 
away  from  her  own  house,  and  to  stay  in  that  of  a  neighbour,  and  to  put  out  of 
the  way  knives  and  scissors.  No  other  mental  lesion  is  observable.  This  woman 
can  work  no  longer  in  a  manufactory  in  which  she  had  been  previously  employed, 
because  she  requires  the  assistance  of  two  of  her  children,  and  she  is  afraid  Uf 
,  have  them  so  near  her.  She  is  not,  howe\'er,  entirely  idle ;  when  she  has  no- 
..'  thing  else  to  do  she  goes  up  and  down  stairs  a  great  many  times  in  order  to 

f   .  .    divert  her  thoughts.    This  state  of  mind  has  prevailed  since  the  8th  of  Septem* 
j^^     jji*      ^*  Ihree  months  before  this,  she  had  eipericnced  great  annoyance  during  her 
''T^\4(t'\  OMi>8tiv>il  discharge;  this  continued,  however,  and  returned  with  the  customary 
^T '  '  regularity.    She  never  had  her  mind  peculiarly  struck  with  the  recital  of  extra- 
ordinary crimes. 

M.  Laujemand,  surgeon  to  the  Salpetriere  (the  hospital  for  insane  feraalea 
in  Paris),  prescribed  for  this  woman  bathing,  decoction  of  valerian,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  a  blister  between  the  shoulders. 


.r  "il 
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Suppose  a  little  more  intensity  of  morbid  impulsion  in  this  woman,  and  she 
would  be  found  to  have  committed  against  her  will  a  most  horrible  crime. 

Again,  we  meet  constantly  with  insane  persons  who  conceal  their  actual  con- 
dition. A  madman  who  wishes  to  destroy  himself  employs  all  imaginable  de- 
vices to  deceive  the  supervision  which  annoys  him.  He  will  even  go  so  far  at 
to  pretend  to  have  abandoned  his  fatal  ptoject,  the  better  finally  to  gain  his  end. 
Insane  persons  retain  sufficient  command  over  themselves  to  avoid  all  extrava- 
gances, and  even  to  behave  in  a  most  correct  manner  before  strangers.  In  illus- 
tration of  this  remark  of  Dr  Georoet*8,  we  may  instance  the  case  of  a  person 
who  has  been  for  many  years  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  for  insanity.  We 
have  frequently,  accompanied  by  ladies,  conversed  with  this  person,  who  on 
these  occasions  always  avoided  the  slightest  approach  to  indelicacy  of  allusion 
or  improper  language — whereas  when  speaking  to  a  party  of  his  own  sex,  he 
would  allow  himself  great  latitude  of  remark,  and  at  times  indiUge  in  grossneM 
of  thought  and  speech. 

A  lady,  continues  Dr  Gxoroet,  imagined  herself  to  be  deprived  of  all  feeling 
and  affections,  pretended  no  longer  to  have  any  want,  or  experience  any  fatigue, 
and  compared  herself  to  a  machine,  which  is  made  to  move  by  certain  springs. 
Believing  that  she  would  never  be  restored  to  health,  she  entertained  a  wish  of 
destroying  herself,  and  made  several  attempts  to  that  effect.  This  state  was  ac- 
companied by  occasional  agitation,  and  the  patient  would  treat  her  female  com- 
panion with  abruptness  and  abuse.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  lady  in  question 
received  visits,  and  at  times  passed  whole  evenings  with  persons  of  her  acquaint- 
ance, without  evincing  the  slightest  disorder  in  her  mental  faculties. 

Analogous  to  this  is  the  case  of  the  individual  spoken  of  above  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital.  He  converses  on  the  common  topics  of  the  day  with  ease  and 
connexion,  makes  pertinent  remarks  on  men  and  manners,  and  to  see  him,  at 
happened  to  us  lately,  in  the  library  with  a  book  before  him,  one  would  be  tempt- 
ed to  regard  him  as  a  gentleman  of  literary  leisure — a  quiet  and  sensible  observer 
of  events.  But  let  the  conversation  be  directed  to  the  subjects  of  the  seasons, 
health,  sickness  and  death,  and  the  monomania  of  this  person  soon  shews  itself. 
He  believes  that  his  life  is  interminable ;  and  in  a  house  where  he  must  neces- 
sarily hear  much  of  disease  and  death,  be  still  thinks  that  he  will  be  exempt 
from  the  common  lot  of  mortals. 

In  the  asylums  for  the  insane,  the  desire,  says  Dr  Gxoroxt,  which  is  enter- 
tained by  many  of  these  afflicted  persons  to  meet  together,  either  at  meals  or  in 
the  public  room  or  in  a  walk,  induces  them  to  exercise  a  restraint  on  themselves. 
M.  CosTE  would,  doubtless,  be  much  astonished,  were  he  to  spend  several 
hours  in  a  room,  in  which  ten  or  twelve  of  this  class  of  patients  are  playing  or 
working,  often  without  their  allowing  a  single  remark  or  act  to  escape,  which 
could  reveal  their  actual  state.  The  reason  is,  because  these  patients  understand 
the  interest  which  they  have  in  recreation  and  the  enjoyment  of  pleasant  socie- 
ty, rather  than  weary  tnemselves  in  their  own  rooms. 

A  monomaniac  had,  among  other  unreasonable  notions,  that  of  believing  hff 
wife  was  dead,  and  he  alleged,  that  the  person  presented  to  him  under  that  name 
had  indeed  the  same  features,  but  that  such  a  transformation  as  this  was  possible. 
Pains  were  frequently  taken  to  combat  so  erroneous  a  belief,  the  falsity  of  which 
was  so  readily  demonstrable — and  on  this  was  grounded  the  reason  for  his  seclu- 
sion and  medical  treatment.  The  patient  at  last  ceased  to  speak  of  this  chimen, 
though  he  ^d  not  given  it  up ;  whenever  he  was  brought  to  the  point  he  evaded 
it,  and  said  i  t  us  talk  no  more  of  that.     Still,  he  would  never  admit  that  his  wife  *k 

was  living,  abd  that  it  was  really  her  he  had  seen.     He,  however,  concealed  hb        *^ 
opinion,  as  the  only  means  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  persecutions  under  whieh  1m  ^ 

believed  himself  suffering. 

Finally,  we  may  olwerve  in  certain  acts  of  the  insane,  premeditation,  combina- 
tion, will  and  foreseen  results.  Suicide  is  of  this  nature.  The  patients  who 
wish  to  destroy  themselves,  display  incredible  address  in  discovering  a  suitable 
place,  seizing  the  occasion  and  preparing  the  means  of  execution.  The  lady  al- 
ready spoken  of,  not  being  able  to  elude  the  watchfulnete  of  the  persons  near  her. 
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lUgBtd  for  tevtnl  we^  to  bave  niiioiiiietd  btf  intotttkm  of  daiti oyjng  haiiajf, 
pf^wied  on  one  occarion  to  take  a  walk  in  a  nlaee  where  there  waa  a  laige  ^jhaet 
of  water,  itrolled  for  eome  time  at  a  diatanee  nom  it,  gradually  drew  nearer,  with- 
OQt  eeeniing  to  notice  It,  hot  radier  with  the  moat  tranqnfl  ur.  Hardlv  hnd  aha 
taken  tome  ateps  alone  the  border,  when  ihe  threw  hereelf  with  all  her  imo 
faito  the  water.  On  bring  withdrawn,  her  firat  wordf  were  thoae  of  repnMeh, 
addreioed  to  thoae  who  had  juit  aaved  her  life..  ■ 

Insane  people  will  often  display  their  Might  6ngered  propensltiea,  and  ateal  wMl 
great  addiesa,  hiding  carefully  the  things  parloliMd,  and  if  acemed  aflbn^BgwMi 
great  warmth  that  they  are  innocent.-  A  patient  in  a  madhouse  had  with  pieme- 
ditotion  attempted  to  commit  a  violoit  act  on  some  person ;  and  on  beteg  t^' 
pffoaehed  for  doing  so  he  replied  tranquilly  in  the  following  manner:  **  Khp  wel  I 
even  if  I  bad  killed  him,  mat  would  baFe  been  all,  sinee  they  say  I  am  niad.' 
Here  indeed  was  madnees  with  method  in  it. 

BeHeving  this  to  be  a  subject  of  no  common  interest  tothe  members  of  oqrm»> 
fassioft  aa  wdi  aa  those  of  the  bar,  we  shall  xetnm  to  it  to  fotnre  nomb«ni  oflha 
JtoqmaL 

45.  Means  if  diicovering  Blood  Staku  on  JSrmt  and  CMking,  and  ofditHn' 
ndihing  them  from  other  Staine, — Such  is  the  title  of  a  memoir  rend  to  the 
Academy  of  Medidne  by  that  inde&tigable  medical  jurist,  M.  Obtii^.  TIm 
blood  stains  on  iron  or  steel  instruments  may  be  confounded  with  rust  apota,  or. 
those  caused  by  lemon  iuice — die  colour  being  the  same,  a  browniah  red  in  all.  In 
.  order  to  accurately-distuiguish  them,  M.  O&nuL  recommends  the  four  following 
tests.  1.  Expose  that  put  of  the  instrument  on  which  is  the  suspected  atain  to 
a  beat  of  77^  to  86^  Fshr. ;  if  the  spot  be  from  blood  or  lemon  juice  tt  eomee  elf  fa 
scales  and  allows  the  metallic  brilttancy  of  the  instrument  to  appear  beneath  It; 
If  It  be  from  rust  there  is  no  alteration.  2.  Scrape  off  a  part  of  the  stain  and  heat 
6te  scrapings  in  a  narrow  glass  tube,  abore  which  are  placed  two  pleees  of  lit- 
mus paper,  one  of  which  has  been  reddened  by  an  add ;  if  the  stam  is  of  btood 
or  rust,  there  will  be  a  disengagement  of  ammonia,  which  restorea  to  Ito  Mae  co- 
lour the  litmus  paper  reddened  by  the  acid ;  and  if  Ifae  spot  is  canaed  by  lemon 
juice,  that  is  to  say,  if  it  is  citrate  of  iron,  tiiere  will  be  a  disengagement  of  an 
acid  product,  which  will  redden  the  blue  paper  of  litmus.  3.  Let  fall  on  the 
suspected  stain  one  or  two  drops  of  hydrochloric  (muriatic)  acid;  if  it  is  ci- 
trate of  ircrn  or  rust,  it  first  becomes  yellow,  then  the  hydrochlorate  (muriate) 
of  iron,  carried  off  by  water,  allows  the  instrument  to  be  seen  of  its  usual  brilli- 
ancy, and  this  hydrochlorate  may  be  discovered  by  the  usual  teste  for  salto  of 
iron ;  if  the  stain  is  of  blood  there  will  be  no  change.  4.  Plunge  the  instrument 
to  dbtilled  water,  so  that  the  suspected  stain  shall  disappear  in  it  by  solution :  if 
it  is  of  rust  it  will  not  be  so  dissolved,  a  part  only  of  the  matter  forming  it  is  cte- 
tached  and  suspended  in  the  liquid,  which  becomes  of  a  yellow  colour,  but  which, 
after  filtration,  regains  its  transparency  and  does  not  contain  a  particle  of  Iron : 
If  the  stain  were  of  citrate  of  iron,  it  would  be  dissolved,  gir'e  the  fluid  a  yellow 
colour,  and  this  fluid  would  redden  litmus  paper,  and  be  -  proved  by  the  usual 
tests  to  contain  a  salt  of  iron:  finally,  if  the  stain  were  of  blood,  it  would-be 
detached  in  reddish  striae,  which  could  be  collected  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel, 
and  not  colour  the  liquid  unless  it  were  shaken,  then  the  deposited  matter  is  dis- 
solved in  water  and  colours  it.  We  can  then  experiment  as  follows : — In  (he 
first  place,  this  liquid  does  not  colour  tincture  of  litmus,  and  does  not  contoi^  any 
salt  of  iron,  as  in  the  case  of  the  stain  caused  by  lemon  juice :  in  the  second 

fdace,  the  colouring  matter  which  it  contains  is  a  colouring  animal  matter,  since 
tis  coagulated  by  lieat,  loses  its  colour,  and  is  precipitated  of  a  greyish  white  by 
the  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids ;  loses  its  colour,  and  is  precipitated  red  by  nut 
galls ;  and  is  at  first  made  green,  then  loses  its  colour,  then  made  opaline,  then 
precipitated  in  whitish  floculi  bv  chlorine :  and  in  the  third  place  this  colouring 
matter  is  distinct  from  all  other  known  colouring  matters,  since  it  is  not  changed 
by  ammonia.  At  the  place  where  the  stain  was  on  the  instrument  may  bede- 
tected  white  and  slightly  red  filaments,  which  are  discovered  to  be  fibrin  ;  tfalSy 
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however,  only  takes  place  if  the  staio  be  thick.  The  instrument  must  be  with- 
drawn from  the  water  so  soon  as  the  reddish  deposit  is  formed,  because  the  con- 
tact of  the  air  would  convert  it  into  a  tritoxido  of  iron,  which  would  colour  both 
the  liquid  by  being  suspended  in  it  and  the  colouring  matter  by  being  precipitated 
with  it.     Still  they  might  be  separated  by  the  filter. 

In  reference  to  the  stains  of  blood  on  clothing,  M.  Orfila  distinguishes  two 
contingences.  Where  the  stain  is  very  thick  and  displays  all  the  elements  of 
blood,  it  should  be  dipped  into  distilled  water ;  and  whilst  the  fluid  is  charged 
with  the  colouring  matter,  which  is  ascertained  by  coagulation  by  heat,  by  the 
action  of  the  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids,  nut  galls,  chlorine  and  ammonia,  the 
fibrin  remains  on  the  cloth  in  the  form  of  a  reddish  g^ey  matter,  the  more  rea- 
dily recognizable  as  the  more  prolonged  immersion  in  water  will  have  carried  off 
more  of  the  colouring  matter,  and  the  cloth  will  be  of  a  browner  colour.  Where 
the  stain  is  light  and  caused  merely  by  imbibition,  or  has  been  rubbed  and  wash- 
ed, it  will  contain  less  fibrin,  and  we  can  only  obtain  by  water  the  colouring 
matter,  to  be  tested  as  already  directed.  M.  Orfila  has  made  these  experimentf 
on  five  kinds  of  bjood,  viz.  that  of  man,  the  ox,  sheep,  dog  and  pigeon. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  one  of  five  memoirs  presented  to  the  Academy 
ef  Medicine  by  this  learned  professor.  We  shall  take  cognizance  of  the  ether 
four  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 


VI.  SURGERY. 

46.  Glutaal  Aneurism — Ligature  on  the  Internal  lliae  Artery. — In  the  2d 
number  of  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  Mr  S.  Pomkboy  White,  of 
Hudson,  N.  J.,  relates  the  case  of  a  man,  60  years  of  age  and  of  intemperate  ha- 
bits, who  had  suffered  for  ten  months  from  a  tumour  over  the  sciatic  notch.  On 
examination,  in  October  last,  no  pulsation  was  evident — fluctuation  was  percepti- 
ble, and  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  its  contents  a  puncture  was  made,  which  was 
followed  by  a  discharge  of  a  pint  of  fluid  blood.  The  internal  iliac  artery  was 
afterwards  secured  by  an  incision  through  the  abdominal  parietes, — peritoneum 
excepted,  and  by  means  of  Parrish*s  aneurismal  needle  and  Hosack's  "  knot 
applicator." 

For  four  weeks  suppuration  was  considerable :  at  this  period  the  ligature  came 
away.  "  The  tumour  has  discharged  its  contents  gradually,  and  the  parts  have 
assumed  their  natural  appearance."  On  the  1st  of  December  the  patient  was 
al>Ic  to  walk  about  his  neighbourhood.  The  operation  was  performed  on  the  28d 
of  October. 

« 

47.  Exeisi^  of  the  JVeroe  in  JSTeuralgia. — Medical  and  surgical  measures 
have  been  .equally  extolled  and  perhaps  equally  successful  in  neuralgic  aflectioof. 
Narcotics  and  tonics  appear  to  be  the  most  promising  remedies  among  the  former. 
I  nri«ion  of  the  soft  parts  generally,  division  or  excision  of  the  aflected  nervei* 
and  the  actual  cautery  have  been  praised  by  surgeons.  In  the  Boston  MedietU 
and  Surgical  Journal^  Dr  John  C.  Warren  has  published  some  successful 
cases  of  excision  of  a  portion  of  tlie  nerve ;  being  prompted  to  this  operation  by 
a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  nerves  which  have  been  simply  divided  often  re- 
unite, and  thus  the  operation  is  inefficacious.  Two  cases  are  related  of  division 
with  temporary  relief.  The  third  case  is  interesting,  and  evinces  not  only  the 
patience  of  the  sufferer,  but  also  the  boldness  and  dexterity  of  the  surgeon,  who 
was  happily  rewarded  by  the  recovery  of  his  patient. 

Mr  S.,  aged  70  years,  had  a  neuralgic  affection  of  the  face  of  fourteen  years* 
standing,  and  for  the  last  four  years  he  had  not  been  free  from  pain  while  awake, 
and  his  sleep  was  short  and  interrupted.  Hiree  operations, — two  on  the  subor- 
bitar  nerve,  and  one  on  the  anterior  mental  nerve, — were  ineffectual.  Believing 
that  the  facial  nerve  (the  portio  dura)  wai  the  seat  of  the  disease,  Dr  War- 
RBif  determined  to  divide  it  at  its  root,  where  it  iitnes  from  the  itilo-mastoid  fo- 
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timeti.    "  When  ihe  a«rve  wa*  cut,  ths  muaelei  of  the  &ce  q< 
pmlyicd ;  but  the  paiieni  >aid  be  mtrely  pertHvcd  Ihe  diviaioD ;  Ibat  it  « 
■iteoded  with  *a  ncule  piin,  and  th«l  ihe  principal  came  of  hi»  tuOKnoBi  wu 
net  leiched."    The  pain,  howcTsr,  in  the  uppei  put  of  the  laee  appeuedlo  be 

Suspecting  Ihal  ihe  inreriar  maxillary  nerre  w»  eontremed,  the  following  na- 
vel operation  wu  dcviied  atid  eneeuled  by  Dr  Wadrek.  An  iDciiioQ  was  made 
avet  the  ilde  of  the  ja*r,  through  the  parolid  gland  and  the  maueter  mmcle,  «o 
a«  to  expose  the  bone;  Ihla  laat  wa>  Ihsn  ptrforaled  with  a  tcephiae,  thice 
quarton  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  applied  half  an  inch  below  Ihe  semiiuDU 
notch,  (tiidway  between  the  anlerioi  and  poitetiot  edges  of  the  jair.  A  cireulw 
piece  of  bone  waa  lemoved  in  two  parti — the  eilemal  table  by  the  lever,  the  u- 
temal  by  Ihe  forceps,  expoalag  the  nerve,  arlery  and  vein.  "The  eub-inaiil- 
lary  nerve  being  lalMd  on  a  piobe,  the  paiient  directly  exclaimed  that  this  was 
the  seal  of  bii  luOeiiogt.  Half  an  inch  of  this  nerve  was  cut  out,  and  on  aiiaii- 
nation  it  was  feunri  to  comprehend  the  branch,  given  lo  the  inlecnal  fuce  of  the 
lower  Jaw.  The  atteiy  was  lied  ivilhaul  difficulty."  "The  pitipnt  uid  Ihe  piin 
of  this  opcnllon  could  not  bo  compared  wilh  that  fram  hie  disorder.  Tlie  paia, 
on  the  wounding  and  dividing  Ihe  mamillary  neive,  waa  mosl  acul«.  On  Ibe 
evening  of  the  operation  Be  waa  relieved  rcom  pain,  the  Srat  lime  for  Coatyean^ 
and  bad  no  return  of  it  anerwards." 

Two  caaei  of  neuralgia  of  the  inrnt-orbltar  nerve,  in  each  of  which  Di  Was- 
REN  eilirpBled  half  so  iacb  of  Ihe  nerve  wilh  permanent  relief,  are  next  rCfUted; 
and  allerwBids  one  of  Ihe  supra-orbilai  nerve,  in  which  the  operation  wa*  piO' 
posed  i  (he  patient  retreated  precipitately.  "  A  coosideiahle  Ume  aflerwanlhe 
came  to  let  tnc  know  that  he  was  entirely  well,  and  dated  his  recoveiy  fram  fli* 
timcAe  btard  tht  propoiai  af  an  opiTolwn." — p.  6. 

48.  KxtirpationofaieepttaledTumoVToftheA'tck. — The  ptlicntimi 
niinafGO  yean,  and  ofa  weak  conaiitulion.  He  was  admitted  into  tlie  Main- 
ehuaetiB  GerjersI  tloapilal  wilh  a  tumour  of  a  atony  hardness,  exteiiilinK  fran 
the  lower  jaw  to  the  inferior  pari  of  the  neck  on  the  left  tide,  and  from  tb*  tn- 
chea  to  the  tiansverse  processes  of  the  cervical  veiiebrs  under  the  mastoid  mu- 
cle.  In  the  mouth,  on  the  lelt  side  of  the  fauces,  a  tumour  is  also  seen,  eKtemt 
iog  half  across  Ihii  passage,  and  rendering  deglutition  difficult. 

Ai  the  patient  would  soou  have  perished,  it  waa  deteimined,  with  bis  consent 
and  after  informing  him  of  the  dangers  of  Ihe  opetalion,  at  a  consuluiioti  of  aur- 
geona,  to  eiticpate  ihe  exterDat  turnout,  which  delicate,  ledioua  and  dsingerons 
operation  was  successfully  executed  by  Dr  Waiiren,  although  the  tumour  tns 
found  to  embrace  the  common  carotid  artery  and  the  pneumo-gaatric  nerve,  and 
to  involve  other  important  parts.  The  patient  rapidly  recovered.  The  tunKtat 
on  the  inaide  of  tbe  mouth  was  cauterized  with  a  hot  iron,  and  ihe  patient  aoon 
returned  to  hia  accustomed  avocations.  This  operation  we  conwder  as  one  of  Ihe 
moal  apiendid  in  tbe  annals  of  surgery,  not  in  consequence  of  its  succeaa,ocof  tba 
benefit  derived  by  tbe  individual,  but  from  Itsrequiring  mote  anatomical  knowledge 
— more  judgment — calmness — self  poasession^than  perhaps  any  other  illieir 
lion  which  the  su^eon  has  lo  execute.  The  fDliowing  details  therefore  boik 
No.  2.  of  Ihe  Boston  Medical  and  Surgiesl  Journal  will  be  read  with  inlertM. 
The  operation  waa  performed  on  the  19th  of  October  1S2T,  in  presence  of  maoT 
of  Ihe  faculty  and  of  the  medical  class  at  Boston. 

"An  incision  waa  niade  from  Ihe  ear  to  the  clavicle,  inclining  forwatda  from 
the  ear  townrdt  the  larynx  so  as  to  uncover  the  middle  of  the  surface  of  the  lU' 
mor.  This  part  of  it  was  then  dlaaecteil  and  brought  iota  view,  so  aa  to  expose 
ibe  more  prominent  portion,  which  was  aepaialed  fiom  the  lower  jaw  and  die 
ear  above,  from  the  larynx  before ;  and  Ihe  mastoid  muscle  was  turned  back  ^m 
tbe  upper  portion  of  the  (umoui,  care  being  taken  lo  avoid  Ihe  accessory  nerre 
where  it  enters  the  muscle. 

"  About  this  period  tbe  patieni  hinted  twice  in  succession,  but  by  inclining 
tbe  head  downward,  he  wu  recovered. 
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*'  The  next  object  wm  to  disengage  the  tumour  at  iti  lowest  part,  and  ascartahi 
its  relation  to  the  great  blood-vessels  and  nerves.  In  prosecuting  this  part  of 
the  operation,  it  soon  appeared  that  the  disease  extended  so  low,  as  to  leave  a 
•mall  space  between  it  and  the  clavicle.  While  cautiously  attempting  to  raise  the 
lower  part  of  the  tumor,  and  looking  for  the  internal  jugular  vein,  this  venel 
was  found  to  be  pushed  forwards  by  the  tumour,  and  bent  from  its  course,  and 
to  be  covered  anteriorly  by  a  thin  layer  of  the  tumor,  which  obscured  its  usual 
blue  color,  and  confused  it  with  the  surrounding  parts. 

**  The  deep  dissection  of  the  tumor  was  prosecuted  at  the  superior  part  of  the 
neck.  The  numerous  large  arteries  from  the  external  carotid  being  situated  here, 
It  ivas  necessary  to  prevent  the  hemorrhage  from  these  vessels,  by  placing  a 
ligature  upon  the  carotid  artery  at  the  lower  part  of  the  neck.  For  this  purpose 
the  sternal  attachment  of  the  mastoid  muscle  was  cut.  Then  by  dissecting  the 
stemo-hyoideus  and  dividing  the  omo-hyoideus,  which  was  thin  and  red  from 
passing  through  the  tumor,  ue  artery  was  exposed,  its  sheath  opened,  dissected, 
and  a  ligature  of  three  threads  passed  around  it  and  tied.  The  patient  expressed  no 
•motion  at  the  ligature  of  the  artery,  nor  did  he  appear  inclined  to  faint  afi;ain. 

**  Passing  a  ligature  through  the  tumor  it  was  drawn  backwards,  and  thus  the 
dissection  was  continued  high  and  deep,  to  the  side  of  the  pharynx.  In  doing 
this,  a  considerable  nerve,  apparently  the  glo^so-pharyngeal,  was  unavoidably 
divided.  The  tumor  being  somewhat  loosened,  a  cord  was  seen  proceeding  out 
of  it,  towards  the  upper  part  of  the  neck,  appearing  to  be  a  part  of  the  tumor. 
This  proved  to  be  the  par  vagum  nerve  and  (he  carotid  artery.  The  entire  ex- 
tirpation of  this  part  of  the  tumor  was  impracticable,  except  by  a  dissection  which 
the  patient  would  not  have  supported.  The  tumor  was  therefore  removed  in  se- 
parate portions : — first  the  most  considerable  mass  of  it,  afterwards  the  other  por- 
tions, so  as  to  leave  a  small  part  only  attached  to  the  vessels  and  nerves ;  thic 
was  in  great  part  broken  and  detached  by  the  fingers.  In  performing  this  part 
of  the  operation,  it  was  perceived  that  when  the  tumor  was  so  moved  as  to  draw 
the  par  vagum  (which  necessarily  happened  in  a  slight  degree),  at  that  moment 
the  patient  had  a  sort  of  spasm  or  convulsion,  extending  itom  the  neck  into  the 
thorax,  and  trunk  of  the  body. 

'*  In  the  dissection  of  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor,  the  thyroid  vein  was  necessaiily 
cut  off,  and  produced  a  bleeding  which  was  troublesome  while  it  lasted.  This 
was  the  principal  hemorrhage.  Except  at  the  beginning  of  the  operation,  there 
was  scarcely  a  show  of  arterial  blood.  The  skin  was  brought  together  to  allow 
such  parts  as  might  be  disposed  to  unite,  in  order  to  lessen  the  extent  of  the 
wound.*' 

**  The  recovery  of  this  patient  shews  what  extraordinary  wounds  a  weak,  yet  un- 
irritable  constitution  can  support.  In  this  operation,  which  lasted  an  hour,  in- 
cluding the  faintings,  the  carotid  artery  was  tied ;  the  par  vagum  nerve  and  the 
internal  jugular  vein  dissected,  for  a  considerable  extent ;  the  accessory  and  sub- 
lingual nerves  exposed ;  the  glosso-pharyngeal  and  the  descending  branch  of  the 
sublingual,  or  dcscendens  noni,  cut  off;  part  of  the  pharynx  and  trachea  uncov- 
ered ;  the  mastoid  muscle  dissected  for  its  whole  length  and  divided ;  the  omo- 
hyoid, stemo-hyold  and  stemo-thyroid,  dissected,  and  the  first  divided ;  the  di- 
gastric and  internal  pterygoid  and  other  small  muscles  dissected ;  and  the  trant« 
verse  processes  of  the  cervical  vertebre  in  part  exposed." 

49.  Carotid  Aneurism. — Dr  Warrept,  on  the  26th  of  October  last,  secured 
the  carotid  artery,  not  much  above  the  clavicle  and  in  its  deepest  situation,  for  an 
aneurism  of  this  vessel.  The  patient  rapidly  recovered ;  the  pulsation  of  the  tu- 
mour continued  for  a  number  of  weeks  after  the  operation,  and  was  attributed,  not 
so  much  to  the  regurgitation  of  blood,  as  to  the  locomotion  of  the  artery  from 
the  impulse  of  the  heart,  Sic.—Boit,  Med,  ^  Surg.  Jowm.  JVo.  8. 

50.  Ruptwe  of  the  Jejunum.— -In  the  January  Number,  1828,  of  die  Western 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  Dr  Drake  records  a  case  of  rupture  of  the  jejunum. 

Vol.  v.— No.  10,  April  1828.  59 
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cnHedbymkickfroin»lM»teoiitlMltftMeof  dieabdoiMB,  Tbcmtnveof&eia- 
liny  befon  dMth  was  DOt  ef&dent  T1iepowenoftlietjitttBW8npg|gtal0d-aif 
Dy  MnMmfaan,  md  the  pattentranri^ed  only  thirty  hoan.  JXu^^mffk  mvaalad 
a  raptnre  of  3ie  JejimuiD,  an  oxtravantlon  «  yallowldi  femdent  fldldp  •stenaivo 
paiitoneal  inflammatloo,  efliiiion  of  lymph  and  gaoMal  agglarinatUw  it  dm  intia^' 
tfaiea .    There  had  been  no  hemonhage* 

61.  P<nMli<u.— At  the  rittlng  of  the  ICedico-Fhyiieal  Society  of  Floicneeb 
on  the  10th  of  Jane,  Dr  CAisnri  reported  one  chronle  and  two  aeote  eaaee  of 
tdiopathic  periottitif ,  whkh  demanded  iurgical  opentkMM.  Fkom  tiieoi  he  inftn^ 
Ihat  Inflammation  of  the  fibroua  envelope  of  honea  i»  the  prindnd  caone  of  ca- . 
ilea,  of  necrofia,  of  atrophy,  and  of  the  abaoiptfon  of  bdoea.  (Ho*  odvieeB  that 
die  tnmonrB  should  be  speedily  opened,.and  he  doea  not  regavd  them  oa  indka* 
tire  of  syphilis.— Jbtir.  de$  ProgreWf  VoU  5. 

08.  FraxAvutt  of  the  JSTeek  oftheFemur^^-On  Ae  10th  of  Aunift^M .  Lassxt 
deliTeied  a  report  to  the  Section  of  Sunjery,  upon  a  memoir  of  M.  BmvrijkTouB, 
of  Bourdeaux,  detailing  ^ig^t  cases  of  fractures  of  the  oa  femoria.  Many  of  the 
patienta  were  cured  in  three  months,  witkemi  drformiijfandwUhout  iamenemt 
by  means  of  Dsbsault^s  apparatus  for  permanent  extension.  Ono  indtyidnsl, 
ten  months  after  his  cure,  died  of  an  hcmateroesis ;  and  dissection  demonatialed 
tfiat  a  bonv  consolidation  of  the  two  fiaments  of  the  neoii  of  the  bono  had  oo> 
cmred  without  shortening.— JVbiio.  MUmotheg.  Oct. 

68.  Bigh  QperaJton^— llieoretically,  it  has  always  appeared  to  vm^  thai  tUi 
operation  is  deserving  of  more  attention  than  suigeons  have  aceorded.  It  la  one 
easily  performed,  involvingiew  important  parts — interesting  tisiniea  of  little  vaaea- 
laiity,  sensibility  or  iiiitabuity ;  admitting  of  free  incisions  for  the  eztnctlon  of  the 
largest  calculi, — calculi  which  could  not  be  extracted  by  the  low  or  perioonl  open- 
tloo,  and  liable,  as  for  as  we  can  discover,  to  but  one  senoos  objection,  vis.  omiaiy 
infiltration.  This  danger  it  has  in  common  with  the  perineal  operation^  and  it  can- 
not be  considered  very  great  by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  histories  of 
wotinds  of  the  bladder,  and  with  the  puncture  of  this  viscus  for  a  retention  of 
uriue,  and  who  are  aware  of  those  preventive  measures  almost  always  at  command. 

M.  Amussat,  we  learn  from  the  October  number  of  the  JVbuv.  BibUotheq. 
has  lately  performed  this  operation  twice  with  success,  and  experienced  no  ill 
consequences  from  the  discharge  of  the  urine  through  the  wound — which  he  en- 
deavoured to  resist  in  one  case  by  a  suture  of  the  bladder,  and  in  the  second  by  a 
canula ;  in  neither  case  successfully.  This  surgeon  believes  **  that  the  dangeis 
of  the  high  operation  are  less  than  have  been  imagined,  and  that  this  method  is 
even  pre^rable  to  the  perineal  incisions," — "  an  opinion,*'  says  the  editor  In  a 
note,  "  of  many  celebrated  lithotomists." 

64.  SyphUia  treatedtoithout  Mercury. — This  innovation  appears  to  he  rapidly 
gaining  ground  on  professional  prejudices,  and  to  be  overthrowing  long  establish- 
ed opinions  and  practice.  A  small  work  of  122  pages  has  appeared  in  Germany, 
entitled  Ueber  die  Lustscucbc  und  ibre  Hcilung  ohne  Quecksilber— on  Syphilis 
and  its  Treatment  without  Mercury,  by  Dr  Franc.  Hawdschuh,  of  Munich, 
1826.  We  take  the  following  notice  from  the  Bulletin  Univer.  for  October, 
without  vouching  however  for  its  historical  correctness. 

This  is  the  first  work  in  Germany,  in  which  the  treatment  of  syphilis  without 
mercury  is  maintained  from  actual  experiments,  containing  the  result  of  the  ex- 
tensive military  practice  of  the  venerable  Brunnimghausen.  This  physician  was 
the  first  to  introduce  into  Germany  the  antiphlogistic  treatment  adopted  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  until  the  present  time,  he  appears  to  be  its  only  follower,  or  at  least 
other  German  physicians  have  not  published  on  thesubject.  Dr  BRrNxiif  ghauseit 
commenced  his  observations  in  1819,  aflcr  having  for  thirty  years,  treated  syphi- 
lis with  mercury,  and  not  without  success  in  the  same  hospital,  and  in  a  very  ex- 
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tensive  private  practice.  Hence,  he  coald  readily  compare  the  results  of  the 
two  methods :  the  success  of  the  new  measures  was  great  and  even  surprisinr. 
The  eiperiments  were  continued  for  ten  months,  from  the  month  of  May  1819, 
to  Uiat  of  Tebruary  1820,  until  iil  health  obliged  this  veteran  of  the  art  to  retire 
from  his  public  situation  of  surgeon  to  the  military  hospital  of  Wunbourgh.  Dr 
Handschuh  gives  the  following  sununary  of  the  forms  of  syphilis,  treated  da* 
ring  the  above  mentioned  period. 

I.  PRIMARY  ArrCCTIOlfS  (LOCAL  SYPHILIS). 

a.  SjfphUitic,  properly  so  called. 

Chancres  on  the  genitals,           -           -           -            -  29 

Buboes  cured  by  resolution,              -            -            -            -  17 

suppuration,                  -            -            -  6 

Patients  admitted  with  open  buboes,            -                        -  3 

.  with  buboes  ready  to  open,     -            -  l 

Excrescences,          ---...  4 

59 

b.  Aeeidentdl  Affections. 

Gonorrhea,          --.-,.  4 

of  the  glans  penis,            .            .            .  .        | 

Phymosis,           -            -            -            -            -            -  •     11 

Indurations  of  the  prepuce,               •            •            -  -        6 

Excoriations,      -----.  1 

23 

II.   SBCOITDARY  AFFECTIONS  (CONSTITUTIONAL  SYPHILIS). 

Condylomata,                  .....  5 

Inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  throat,             -  -        6 

Cutaneous  eruptions,       .....  2 

Ulcers  of  the  skin,               -            -            -            -  .        3 

Tuberculous  (tophac^s)  swellings  of  the  forehead,         -  2 


IS 


Whole  numbor,  ....  100 


All  the  local  affections  were  from  impure  coitus ;  all  were  cured  without  mer- 
cury, with  the  exception  of  four  cases  of  chancre.  In  one  of  these  cases,  mer- 
cury hastened  the  cure ;  in  another,  the  cicatrices  opened  at  difl*erent  pedods 
after  the  apparent  cure ;  in  a  third,  complicated  with  an  open  bubo  in  the  groin, 
mercury  was  of  no  utility  ;  and  in  a  fourth,  condylomata  appeared  after  the  cica- 
trization of  the  chancres.  Among  the  individuals  cured  witliout  mercury,  one 
only  had  secondary  symptoms,  viz.  ulcerations  of  the  ai(in.  Secondary  symp- 
toms appeared  in  the  greater  number  of  cases,  after  the  primary  aficcUons  treated 
with  mercury.  These  all  recovered  without  mercury,  with  the  exception  of  • 
cutaneous  eruption  in  one  case,  managed  with  mercury  combined  with  antimony. 

The  soldiers  thus  treated  have  been  periodically  examined  by  physicians  and 
surgeons ;  and  if  the  new  method  had  been  followed  by  bad  coui^equences,  these 
would  not  have  remained  unknown ;  and  six  years  have  elapsed  without  any 
such  evil  result  having  come  to  his  knowledj^e. 

The  same  antiplUogistic  treatment  of  syphilis,  without  mercury,  has  been  ex- 
tensively adopted  at  the  General  Hospital  at  Hamburgh,  by  Dr  Fred.  Guill. 


4G4  aiTABTERLY  iTMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  INTSLLIGSNCnE. 

Oppenheim.  The  number  of  syphilitic  patieDts  thus  tiMted,  from  the  18di  of 
July  1825  to  the  let  of  January  1827,  is  402,— 101  males  and  801  females.  Of 
these  808  had  primary  affections.  Secondary  symptoms  occurred  in  64  petientB. 
Primary  and  secondary  symptoms  existed  at  the  same  time  in  40  indiTiduak. 

The  local  fymptoms  were  cured  at  the  following  periods  after  admission  ^— 
in  18  patients  after  a  residence  of  1  to  10  days ;  in  71  from  11 — 20  days  ;  58  from 
21—80  days ;  4  from  81—40  days;  56  from  41—60  days ;  42  from  61 — 90  days; 
18  from  8  to  4  months ;  4  from  4  to  6  months;  and  7  in  6  months  or  loDger. 

The  constitutional  symptoms  disappeared — in  one  case  from  1  to  10  dajrs; 
in  8  from  16  to  20;  in  6  from  21—30 ;  in  12  from  81 — 40;  in  11  from  41—^; 
in  18  from  61 — 90 ;  in  2  from  8  to  6  months ;  and  in  1  after  6  months. 

Local  complicated  with  constitutional  syphilis  was  cured  8  times  in  11  to  20 
days ;  4  times  in  21—80 ;  5  times  in  81 — 40 ;  6  times  in  41—60;  11  times  in  61 
— 90 ;  8  times  in  3  to  4  months ;  1  in  4  to  6  months,  and  2  after  this  period. 

*'  The  average  term  of  residence  in  the  hospital,"  says  the  reporter,  *■  was  50 
days ;  the  mercurial  treatment  demands  nearly  double  this  period.*' — ^uUetm 
Univer.  Oct. 

65.  Recto-  Vesical  Operation. — Dr  Wenzel  has  lately  performed  this  operati<», 
with  complete  success,  on  a  young  man  aged  17  years.  The  calculus  wei^ied 
two  ounces,  was  three  inches  and  six  lines  long,  by  ten  lines  to  two  inches  in 
breadti^.— /aur.  Univers.  Sept. 

56.  Abscess  of  the  Loins,  discharged  by  the  Bronchia. — ^We  learn  fit>m  the 
Journal  Greneral  for  October,  that  at  the  sitting  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  on 
the  80th  of  August,  an  able  report  was  made  by  M.  Hervez  de  Chsoout,  on  a 
case  detailed  by  M.  Ducasse,  fils,  surgeon  at  Toulouse.  The  case  was  that  of 
a  peasant  aged  80  years,  who  for  six  months  had  suffered  from  obscure  uneasy 
sensations  in  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  followed  l^  dyspnoea,  cough,  fever,  great 
emaciation,  &c.  &c.  A  swelling  was  perceived  in  the  loins,  diffuse  and  not  nrach 
elevated.  Regarding  it  as  a  "  cold  abscess"  or  <*  abscess  by  congestion,*'  termed 
by  the  English  a  chronic  or  scrofulous  abscess,  M.  DticAssE  punctured  it  and 
gave  issue  to  two  pounds  of  good  pus,  with  relief.  Two  dajrs  afterwards,  a  vio- 
lent cough  supervened,  and  was  followed  by  an  expectoration  of  six  pounds  of  the 
same  kind  of  purulent  fluid  as  was  evacuated  by  the  puncture.  A  free  incision 
was  made  into  the  lumbar  abscess,  so  that  four  pounds  of  matter  were  thus  dis- 
charged, containing  large  flakes  of  sloughing  cellular  tissue  (of  coagulable 
lymph?). — The  cough, expectoration,  &c.  immediately  disappeared;  the  patient 
recovered  in  six  weeks,  and  is  now  in  good  health. 

The  reporter  labours  to  prove,  that  this  was  a  case  of  empyema — either  com- 
plicated with  an  abscess  of  the  loins,  or  such  abscess  resulting  from  ulceration  of 
the  costal  pleura  and  the  consequent  descent  of  the  pus  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the 
back.  The  diagnosis,  however,  must  remain  imperfect  from  the  deficient  history 
of  the  case  ;  for,  asks  the  reporter,  why  was  not  the  chest  examined  ?  "  That  a 
man  should  cough,  have  a  difficult  respiration  and  expectorate  pus  by  mouthsful 
(a  pleine  bouche),  and  yet  not  be  subjected  either  to  auscultation  or  percussion, 
in  the  times  in  which  we  live,  is  truly  surprisintj."  We  record  this  criticism,  that 
the  profession  in  this  country  may  know  what  is  expected  of  them,  in  pulmonary 
diseases. 

As  to  free  incisions  in  these  chronic  collections  of  matter,  they  are  not  to  be 
recommended ;  the  valvular  incisions  of  Abernethy  and  Boyer  are  superior, 
and  the  successful  issue  of  the  contrary  practice,  in  the  above  case,  is  satisfac- 
torily explained  by  the  reporter  M.  Chegoin, — the  opening  being  at  a  distance 
from  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  the  supposed  seat  of  the  effusion,  so  that  air  had 
not  a  ready  access. 

On  the  subject  of  this  evacuation  of  pus  from  abscesses  by  congestion,  M,  Hk- 
DELOFFER,  at  the  surgical  meeting,  recalled  the  advantages  of  applying  cups 
over  the  orifice  at  each  dressing  so  as  to  evacuate  the  whole  of  the  pus ;  an  im- 
provement which  promises  to  be  exceedingly  important. 
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67.  Cancer  of  the  lAp$. — In  the  Journal  General,  for  October,  ia  recorded  tlie 
report  of  MM.  Chsgoiit  and  Msrat,  on  some  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lips,  b¥ 
M.  Roux,  of  Saint-Mazimin.  M.  Roux  has  operated  on  three  patients  with 
cancerous  affections  of  the  lips  and  sides  of  the  lace,  so  extensiTe  that  great  de- 
formity would  have  resulted  by  simple  extirpation  of  the  diseased  portions  in  the 
usual  manner.  He  has,  Uierefore,  put  in  full  and  successful  requisition  a  plan 
practised  by  M.  Roux,  of  Paris,  which  consists  in  carrying  the  primary  incisions 
to  a  considerable  distance,  and  then  dissecting  up  large  flaps  from  the  contiguous 
suifaces.  In  this  way,  the  skin  can  be  frequently  brought  over  the  parts  ori- 
ginally occupied  by  the  diseased  mass,  and  union,  by  the  first  intention,  be  of^en 
effected,  so  that  comparatively  little  deformity  will  result.  We  consider  the  ope- 
ration as  simply  a  modification  of  the  Taliacotian  practice,  but  at  the  same  time 
valuable  in  preventing  a  disgusting  deformity,  and  oflen  in  preserving  the  func- 
tions of  the  lips  and  tongue,  in  some  of  these  hapless  cases  of  extensive  cance- 
rous disease. 

58.  Wounds  from  Rahxd  Animals, — In  the  Joum.  General,  Oct.  is  recorded  a 
case  of  hydrophobia  in  a  female,  six  weeks  after  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  The 
wound  had  cicatrized :  the  cicatrix  did  not  become  sore  or  red.  The  patient  died 
on  the  third  day.  No  appearance  of  phlyctene  could  be  discovered  under  the 
tongue.  Dissection  shewed  inflammation  of  tlie  tongue  which  was  slightly  co- 
vered by  a  false  membrane ;  a  very  small  pustule  was  noticed  under  the  left  side 
of  the  tongue.  The  false  membrane  could  be  traced  into  the  cesophagus ;  the 
mucous  follicles  were  enlarged,  the  oesophagus  contracted  but  very  sliefatly  phlo- 
ffosed.  Some  slight  inflammatory  exudations  were  found  in  the  stomach  and  duo- 
denum. Other  abdominal  viscera  and  the  brain  were  natural.  The  spine  was 
not  examined. 

On  the  llth  of  Feb.  1826,  at  Tykocin  near  Lomza  in  Poland,  twenty-three 
individuals  were  bitten  by  a  mad  wolf;  many  very  severely.  The  patients  had 
their  wounds  kept  suppurating  for  six  weeks,  were  rubbed  with  mercurial  oint- 
ment, and  took  internally  belladonna,  and  (he  meloe  majalis,  or  as  a  substitute,  the 
meloe  vesicatorius,  in  powder. 

Of  the  twenty-three  individuals,  two  died  of  their  wounds  and  five  from  hy- 
drophobia. Precursory  symptoms  of  the  disease  appeared  in  four  cases,  but  were 
dissipated  by  large  doses  of  the  extract  of  belladonna. 

The  first  of  the  cases  of  hydrophobia  was  a  roan  aged  fifty  years,  who  was 
attacked  on  the  thirty-ninth  day;  the  second  was  a  boy,  aged  thirteen,  who 
sickened  on  the  forty-first  day.  Some  days  afterwards  a  female  and  two  la- 
bourers became  the  subjecte  of  the  disease.  All  died  on  the  17th  or  18th  day 
from  the  occurrence  of  the  symptoms. 

The  sixteen  individuals,  who  experienced  no  evil  consequence,  remained  welT 
in  July  1826.  This  extract  is  made  from  the  Joum.  der  Pract,  Heilkunde, 
Dee.  1826,  by  the  editor  of  the  Joum.  General. 

69.  Ligature  of  the  Subclaman  Artery. — In  the  Medico- Chirug.  Rev.  for 
Jan.  is  recorded  a  case  of  axillary  aneurism  successfully  managed  by  Mr  Robsrt 
Thobpk  of  Manchester.  Thomss  Whanby,  ct.  thirty«six  years,  was  admitted 
into  the  Manchester  Infirmary,  April  16th  1827,  with  a  pulsating  tumour  of  t 
year's  duration  in  the  axilla.  On  the  21st  of  June,  the  subclavian  artery  was 
secured  above  the  clavicle  in  the  usual  manner ;  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
passing  the  ligature  by  means  of  the  common  aneurismal  needle.  The  operatloD 
lasted  but  fifteen  minutes  and  not  more  than  Jii.  of  b\oo6  were  lost.  The  pa- 
tient did  well  until  the  night  of  the  2d  of  July,  when  he  awoke  suddeniy  and 
felt  blood  running  down  hb  breast.  He  lost  about  ,^xxx.  when  faintinc  ensued 
and  the  bleeding  ceased.  On  the  4th  of  July,  the  ligature  came  away,  there  was 
no  recurrence  of  the  hemorrhage  and  the  patient  left  the  Infirmary  on  the  8d  of 
September,  quite  well.  **  To  watch  the  gradual  return  of  the  circulation  was  in 
this  case  exceedingly  interesting.  In  eight  hours  a  tii^iM;  sensation,  which 
had  lasted  from  the  time  that  tht  ttgature  was  tied,  now  snbsMed ;  and  a  boming 
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hMi  aupr.rvcaed,  oi,  ai  ibe  niiD  exprenad  hiRuelT.  <  It  (ell  like  *  fire  between 
hi>  ahouldeis  uid  Blong  hie  neck,'  leCDiapauLGi].  nan  and  Ihen,  with  b  fecUne  w 
though  cold  Rilei  wu  tnckllng  down  hia  >rai.  e*UD  to  hi*  fiiigen.  Twenty-lour 
boun  aficr  (be  opention  the  stmi  wen  both  of  tiie  aaie  lempuratuie,  99^. 
Aflvttlie  iBpteorrorty-eigbthouts,  the  patieol  could  discriuiioale  irhicli  Hngec  mil 
touched ;  yet  ii  a  nlbei  ein^lir,  thai  the  Ihuinb  was  uiosl  benumbei),  thou^  pei- 
haps  (he  n]09(  vasculai.  On  the  6th  of  July,  1  diacemed  a  piilM  in  the  bnchiil 
■rteiy,  but  1  have  oot  been  able  to  feel  any  pulutloa  Id  the  mdial  up  to  the  pre- 
KDl  lime.  Oct,  2fith  1S2T.  The  idui  ii  aow  daily  at  work  having  coisplete  me 
■nd  power  of  Iba  uiauii«mal  arm." 

60.  Mr  Wardrop'i  Catt  of  Ugatnre  on  Ihe  Subelaeian  Artery  for  .Jrww- 
r^ia  of  the  Arttria  hinominala. — At  p.  22T,  \a  Ihe  lul  miiabei  of  lliia  Journal, 
m  garc  aoroe  particulu*  of  thia  bold  operalioD.  In  >  poalicript  to  (be  Juiinu; 
miniber  of  the  Medico- Cblrureical  Review,  we  liud  somB  Turtber  sut*- 
meow.unfoitUDBtoly  veryeoniradictory.  For  enimplB,Mr  W*rdbc.p  Bislea.oii 
the  fifth  at  Decembor  (five  monlhi  alter  the  operaUoa),  that,  with  Ihe  eic^- 
tioD  of  1  alight  stuck  o(  branclutia,  which  she  had  about  a  foitDighl  ago,  the 
woman  has  cDOtinued  to  improve  progteaalvely  ever  smce  the  operstion,  iiul 
that  she  ja  now  perfect^  cured.  The  reviewer,  Dr  JoHNaON,  afGrms,  tbal  he  vi- 
aiteil  the  palieni,  Mra  Denmark,  on  (he  twelfth  and  on  Ihe  aixteenth  of  Decem- 
ber. "  8h*  waa  ilill  alive  and  may  cantlnue  to  live  for  aome  daya."  •'  Thai« 
ii  aneurism  of  the  aorta  Or  Ihe  innominatn,  in  a  very  advanced  atate,  piessiog  on 
the  bronchia  and  the  root  of  the  trachoa."  It  is  not  eaiy  to  rceoiicile  auch  aa- 
■enions  from  reputed  guDlletDcn  of  a  libenl  piofnuion,  except,  perhaps,  upon 
the  (uppoeition  that  Mr  W.  conGned  his  remarks  to  (lie  aneuriainal  tumour  of  Iha 
ianoiainata,  which  ia  aald  to  have  diaappearcd,  and  la  Ihe  eBect  of  bia  opeiation. 
We  may  look  for  further  light  od  thu  iulereatisg  subject. 

ei.  Zwnifion  of  the  Cermcal  Vertebra. — At  Ihe  sesaion  of  th«  Aesdeniy  of 
Sclencea,  NoTember  12, 1327,  MM.  Bovbb,  CHAtraaiER  and  DoHaisii.  repon- 
ed  on  two  caaea  of  luxation  of  the  cervical  vertebrte,  said  to  be  succoaafuHv 
reduced  by  M.  Barli,  physician  at  Limoges.  Paralysis  of  (he  lower  cxlreinitie* 
is  aaid  (0  bave  esi-loil  innl  10  li.ivc  iie.ri  imniOill.iluly  cured  by  the  operation  of 
reductioQ,  M.  BAHi.rpromiaea  to  present  very  soon  a  aimple  apptntui  Cbitlw 
reduction  of  Ihe  luxafioru  of  the  tettebra  dentata ! ! 

BovEK  pronounces  the  cases  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the  nrndrmj  cuu 
tradictory  to  Ihe  fuDdamental  principles  of  aureeryand  absoiulely  absard-  TIm 
report  and  concluaiona  of  Boter  were  adopted.-^/DMr.  Oiniralfvr  Deeemier. 

62.  Bhiiapla$tique, — T^Uaeotian  Operation. — M,  Dxj^pech,  proTeaior  U 
Montpellier,  baa  perfamed  Ihia  aperatlaii  twelve  times,  with  what  aacceea  is 
not  stated.     He  givef  the  fotlevrin^  rules. 

That  the  nose  should  not  be  made  from  the  akin  of  any  other  part  than  'gi« 
forehead,  aa  there  is  not  a  sufficient  almiltrlty  of  atiueture. 

That  the  form  of  the  flap  should  reaecible  a  tiident,  which  form  will  allow  tlu 
edges  of  Iha  frontal  wound  to  be  ao  approiimated,  that  the  cicatrix  will  be  lioeaf. 
M.  Delpech  adviaes  that  the  polnta  of  the  flap  should  be  accurately  fixed  by 
aulures.  He  scanflea  the  bordera  of  the  nares  and  has  no  hesitation  in  denud- 
ing the  rest  of  the  carlilacea,  but  objecta  to  the  inaertion  of  lint  or  of  aDJr  for- 
eign  substance  under  the  Bap,  as  aggmvatlnE  the  inflamniation  and  eadaonriiMk 
gangrene.  M.  Delfech  makes  the  flap  as  long  as  possible,  by  carrying  the  In-  - 
cisions  into  Ihe  hairy  scalp, — hence  there  is  less  danger,  on  twisting  the  flap,  of 
tntomipUng  the  circulation,  and  when  the  remaining  connexion  is  separated,  it  ' 
is  mote  easy  to  give  the  upper  eilremity  a  pointed  shape,  which  ii  always  de- 
sirable. The  summit  of  the  Bsp  is,  however,  trot  to  be  divided,  until  the  cica- 
trization is  complete.^iiiir.  General,  Dee. 
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63.  LUhorUrily, — M  the  Annal.  de  la  Med.  Phyt,  are  recorded  more  in  detail, 
M.  Amussat's  cases  of  high  operation  for  stone  (vide  above  No.  68)  and  also  a 
case  of  calculus  in  a  man  60  years  of  age,  who  was  successfully  submitted  to 
the  new  operation  for  breaking  the  stone  or  true  Uthotomy,  the  credit  of  which 
is  given  to  Civiale,  but  to  which  M.  Amussat,  among  others,  lays  claim.  - 

From  the  Archives  General,  for  December,  we  learn  that  M.  Lisfrakc,  with 
a  commendable  liberality,  placed  two  of  his  calculous  patients  under  the  care  of 
M.  CiviALE,  that  they  might  be  subjected  to  lithontrity.  The  first  was  a 
child  seven  years  old.  Some  flexible  sounds  were  introduced  into  the  urethra 
before  the  operation  :  after  which  the  lithontriteur^two  lines  in  diameter,  was 
easily  passed ;  the  stone,  about  the  size  of  a  filbert,  was  quickly  seized  and,  al- 
though composed  of  oxidate  of  lime,  was  quite  friable.  At  the  end  of  three 
days,  the  first  fragment  engaged  in  the  urethra  was  extracted  ;  the  trituration 
was  continued  every  second  day,  and  the  patient  was  promptly  cured.  The 
second  ease  was  a  sexagenarian,  who  had  been  cut  for  the  stone  when  12  years 
of  age,  and  who  had  a  fistula  as  the  result  of  the  operation.  Again  suflering 
from  a  calculus  for  fifteen  months,  he  was  freed  from  it  by  M.  Civiale,  at  five 
sittings.  We  fondly  hope  that  these  cases  and  the  valuable  publication  of  our 
friend,  Dr  La  Roche,  who  was  an  eye  witness  of  Civiale's  operations,  con- 
tained in  our  last  number,  will  stimulate  some  of  our  American  surgeons  to  in- 
troduce the  improvement  of  Civiale  into  general  use  anione  us.  What  has 
so  often  been  done  in  France,  and  what  Duputtren  and  LisrRAifc  have 
sanctioned,  ought  surely  to  be  attempted  in  America. 

The  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  January  1828,  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  first  patient  in  that  country  (Britain?)  who  has  been  the  subject  of 
lithontrity.  The  patient,  Peter  Runiman,  et.  62,  was  first  operated  on  by  Mr 
LisTON,  on  the  26th  of  September  last.  "  The  stone  was  at  once  seized, 
drilled,  slipped,  caught  and  drilled  again  without  the  patient  complaining  of  any 
but  slight  pain.*'  The  operation  was  repeated  on  the  9th  of  October,  the  18th, 
27th  and  81  st,  and  also  on  the  6th,  13th  and  i7th  of  November,  with  various 
success.  The  patient,  not  satisfied  with  so  tedious  a  method,  at  last  consented 
to  lithotomy,  which  was  successfully  executed  in  three  minutes  on  the  25th  of 
November.  He  soon  recovered.  The  stone  was  of  a  flat  spheroidal  fonn,  two 
inches  and  a  quarter  in  length ;  in  breadth  one  inch  and  three  quarters ;  in  thick- 
ness eight- tenths.  The  marks.of  twelve  drillings  are  distinctly  visible— one  had 
passed  entirely  through.  **  Had  the  calculus,  though  of  an  unfavourable  shape, 
been  less  hard  and  tenacious,  it  must  have  been  destroyed  by  the  fourth  or  fifUi 
operation.*' 

64.  Gonorrhaa. — That  this  disease  consists  in  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  urethra,  few  doubt ;  but  whether  there  is  any  peculiarity  in 
the  inflammation,  originating  from  a  specific  virus,  is  yet  in  dispute.  This  is,  of 
course,  decided  negatively  ny  Broussais  who  admits  of  no  modifications  of 
inflammation  by  its  causes,  and  in  the  Octobernumbcr  of  hisAnnales  de  la  Med. 
Phys.  we  find  three  cases  reported  by  M.  Hutin,  of  venereal  gonorrhoea, 
two  of  which  were  treated  by  an  abstemious  diet,  general  bleeding,  leeches 
and  emollient^.  One  patient  was  perfectly  cured  on  the  ninth  day,  and  the  se- 
cond on  the  fifth  day.  The  third  case  was  at  first  treated  by  balsam  copaiba, 
turpentine,  cubebs,  &c.  &c. :  a  gleet  resulted.  Tlie  patient  at  length  submitted 
to  a  severe  regimen  and  antiphlogi^tics ;  and  on  the  eixteenth  day  of  this  prac- 
Hie,  **  there  remained  not  the  least  trace  of  a  running  which  had  continued  for 
four  months." 

65.  lAthotomy. — M.  Souberbixlle  informed  the  Section  of  Surgery,  that 
since  the  publication  of  the  work  of  M.  Bellas,  he  has,  seven  times,  success- 
fully performed  lithotomy ;  six  times  above  the  pubis,  and  once  by  the  perineum. 
One  of  the  six  patients  was  77  years  of  age.— j^rcAtp.  General,  for  JVov.—Om 
readeiB  recoUoct  that  M.  S.  haf  the  credit  of  reviving  the  high  opeialioo. 
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66.  Cariei.^Or  lonn  Imolib  NicQj:,,in  Iba  JsDuuy  Number  oflhe  Ed.  Ued. 
■iiJ  Surg.  Jour.  baapuUiihed  an  inlerastiDg  ews;  on  caries,  recoraniendia^vety 
iltongly  Uie  intecfial  use  of  the  Sknapaiilli.  occaBiooall;  »!iiiit«il  by  altcrDllre 
doMi  of  mercury,  by  aDiira.  tutiiiiz.  by  viDum  colchici.  lod  the  eKlernal  nppli' 
cBtioD  of  ihe  aolld  iiilrnte  of  silver  directly  to  the  diseased  bone  or  peiiostcutn. 
Thb  appllolion  be  re^^di  ai  only  inferior  to  aclml  excialDQ  of  >U  the  disewed 
miu,  3D  operelioD  not  alwayi  practicable,  and  to  which  few  will  submit.  Cww 
very  sattalaclory  are  dalailed. 

67.  JlTiifieiat  jBinl.—ln  Ihe  Now  York  Med.  and  Phys.  Jour.  No.  2(,  DrJ. 
EeArhev  Rodqkrs  rclatea  the  case  of  an  ununiled  ftaclure  of  the  oa  faunicri, 
of  more  than  two  years  aod  a  half  duration,  and  in  which  the  seton  was  twice 
(uaployed  (once  for  aii  montha),  but  fniled  in  Biclliog  oaailic  union.  Di  R.  »- 
sorted  to  M.  White's  operation  of  eiciiion  of  Ihe  ends  of  the  risgrnents  on  the 
Slat  of  July  IS2T.  Oct-  Sih,  Sixty-nine  days  after  Ihe  opera  lion,  tlie  liagnicnll 
bad  united.  Oct.  \Sth,  The  union  was  firm.  Dec.  3iJ,  the  paiieni  has  tngBined 
sTeiy  DiDiiou  of  the  arm;  ibo  oi  humeri  it  (wo  iuchcg  shorter  than  thst  of  ifce 
Bound  lide. 

68.  Axiilary  ^neurUm. — Id  the  February  uumbcr  of  the  Loadon  Med.  and 
Ptqrs.  Joum.  aaotbor  caae  of  auccEssful  applic.ition  of  a  ligature  lo  Ibe  suhcla- 
viin  artery  for  axillary  sneuriata,  is  recorded.  The  operation  was  performed  by 
lir  BflA»BB>  CooFEB,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  4th,  1827.    The  patient  did  well. 


VII,  MIDWIFERY. 

69.  GestDften. — D(  Mebsiman  has  met  with  b  few  eitsea  in  which  ho  had 
leison  lo  believe  that  tho  period  of  delivery,  dated  from  ibe  lait  appearance  of 
the  CBlamenia,  has  exceeded  forty-four  weeks,  or  308  days.— Lonii.  Med.  and 
Phj/t.  Jan. 

70.  Labour  artifitiaUy  excited.— Rtfereace  to  ibe  Oclobet  (len^  No.  of  this 
Joama],  p.  4B1,  will  give  the  opinion  of  H.  KiiaaAXADEC,  as  (o  tho  pr^riolj  of 
aiciting  Isbaur  under  certain  circumstancei,  as  stated  In  a  report  to  the  French 
Academy  of  Medidne,  which  report  was  adopted.  Tbe  rommitlee  nutlaluD, 
that  there  u  no  coMt  in  tchich  an  abortion  ihould  be  excited  in  a  pregnant  ft- 
tnale.  "The  healing  art,"  saya  the  reporter,  "should  never  become  ■  homld- 
dal  art."  This  opinion  thus  given  has  great  weight ;  but,  as  la  welt  known,  is 
contrary  to  tbe  practice  of  physicians  In  this  coontry,  in  England,  in  Qcrmmaj, 
Holland,  be.  in  certain  extraordinary  eases.  We  have  already  in  this  Jouiml,  at 
p.  408,  Vol.  3,  and  p,  236  of  the  present  volume,  recorded  succeasful  cases.  Far 
Ihe  following  summary  of  this  practice  in  (larmany  and  Holland,  we  *n  Indebt- 
ed lo  Ihe  Bulletin  Univ. -for  October. 

Prof.  Vbolik,  of  Amsterdam,  gives  the  case  of  a  woman  aged  48  year*,  hav- 
ing the  sacro-pubic  diameter  three  inches  and  three  lines,  and  being  at  the  end 
of  the  eighth  monlh  of  her  first  prcf^iuncy,  in  whom  premature  labour  was  vmdar- 
taken  on  Ihe  18th  of  Feb.  1S2S.  The  child  wns  bom  on  the  21st  of  Feb.  Flfij- 
five  houra  a[\er  Ihe  puncture  was  made  Ihe  uterine  contractions  ensued,  anUn 
nl  houn  labour  was  completed.  The  foetus  was  alive  after  tbe  puncture  of  Se 
aembianes,  but  was  dead  bom. 

Dr  KiLSKH,  of  Fnnkfort  on  the  Oder,  details  tbe  case  of  *  female  aged  thli 


diseue  appeared  to  he  ag^iavalrd  by  Ibe  ul 
at  the  end  of  Ihe  ei^lh  month,  Ihe  child  lit    „ 
a  premature  labour.    This  wt*  tgFeed  to,  but  b 


MIDWIFEBV.  469 

•pontaneouily  ensued.    It  was  of  no  advantage :  the  patient  soon  died  hectic. 
Vr  K.  thinlcs,  even  in  this  case,  the  operation  would  have  been  proper. 

Professor  Ritgkit  gives  a  lustory  of  the  cases  of  labour  artificially  excited  in 
the  Lying'in  Hospital  at  Giessen.  He  notices  nineteen  instances  from  the  year 
1818  to  1822,  inclusive.  Of  these  twelve  were  excited  before,  and  seven  after  the 
full  period  of  gestation.  In  six  cases  of  the  twelve,  the  operation  was  perform- 
ed during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  days  of  pregnancy ;  in  four,  in  the  thirty-ei^th 
week ;  in  one  during  the  thirty-thud ;  and  in  one  in  the  thirty-first  week.  The 
duration  of  ihe  labours  varied  from  a  few  hours  to  several  days.  The  infants 
of  the  twelve  accouchemens  were  bom  alive,  with  the  exception  of  one  child, 
which  was  lost  by  turning.  Of  the  eleven  living  children,  two  died,  one  from 
weakness,  the  otner  from  disease  of  the  lungs.  Nine  left  the  hospital  with  their 
mothers,  all  in  good  health.  The  indications  for  operating  in  these  cases  were 
the  narrowness  and  irregularity  of  the  pelvis ;  the  sacro-pubic  diameter  varying 
from  two  inches  and  nine  lines,  to  three  inches  and  six  lines. 

In  the  seven  accouchemens  excited  after  the  full  period,  (why — is  not  stated 
in  the  Bulletin)  the  sacro-pubic  diameter  was  generally  natural — all  the  mothers 
were  saved,  but  one  child  died  apoplectic  the  fourth  day  after  birth. 

The  reporter  in  the  Bulletin  gives  an  historical  notice  of  this  operation,  stating 
that  it  was  performed  by  Macaulet  and  Kei<ly,  in  1756,  in  England;  by  pro- 
fessor Franc.  Ant.  Mai  of  Heidelberg, — the  first  upon  the  continent,  in  1799. 
In  1800,  the  question  was  discussed  in  a  German  journal,  entitled  Altenburger 
Mediziniscbe  Annalen.  In  1818,  it  was  there  revived  by  Drs  Wxif  zel  and 
Froriep.  In  1819,  Dr  Harras  published  an  essay  at  Berlin :  and  in  1820,  Dr 
Ui<8AMER  presented  a  dissertation  to  the  public  at  Wurtzbourg ;  and  relating 
the  case  of  a  child  surviving,  although  bom  in  the  twenty-fifth  week  (sixth 
month)  of  pregnancy :  in  Uie  same  year  appeared  an  interesting  memoir  of 
professor  Reisinoer,  of  Landshut.  Other  essays  and  monographB  have  been 
published  by  Dr  PREia^XR  in  1822,  at  Halle,  in  1824  by  Dr  Kei^seh  at  Berlin, 
by  professor  Ki^uge,  and  by  professor  Sieboi<d  of  the  same  place,  in  his  Jour- 
nal fiir  Geburtshiklfe.  Professor  Naegei«e  of  Heidelburg — ^professor  d'Ou- 
TREPOiTT  at  Wurtzbourg — ^Dr  Schilx^iitg  of  Bamberg — professor  Mexde  and 
Vt  Salomabt  of  Leyden,  have  aU  resorted  to  the  operation  for  exciting  labour 
with  a  success  more  or  less  complete. 

From  these  sources,  may  be  deduced  the  following  general  restiUs.  Of  thirty- 
six  cases  reported,  more  than  half  were  first  labours ;  m  four  cases,  the  operation 
was  performed,  ten  or  fifteen  days  before  the  full  period ;  six  occurred  in  the 
thirty-eighth  week ;  six  in  the  thirty-seventh ;  five  in  the  thirty-sixth ;  three  in 
the  thirty-fifth ;  four  in  the  thirty-fourth ;  one  in  ^  the  thirty-Uiird ;  one  in  the 
thirty-second ;  one  in  the  thirty-first ;  and  finally,  one  in  the  thirtieth ;  the  de- 
tails of  two  others,  reported  by  professor  Naxoei<e,  are  not  known.  The 
shortest  interval  between  the  time  of  puncturing  the  membranes  and  the  birth  of 
the  child  was  thirteen  hours  and  a  half — the  longest,  six  days.  The  forceps 
were  applied  in  six  cases,  and  once  the  cranium  was  perforated.  Of  thirty-four 
infints,  nineteen  boys  and  fifteen  giris,  six  died  before  birth — nine  died  a  few 
hours  or  days  after  birth  (one  of  these  however  should  be  excepted,  as  it  died 
of  variola).  Hence  twenty  infants  were  preserved  out  of  thirty-four;  and  in- 
cluding the  two  of  professor  Naegele,  twenty-two  out  of  thirty-six. 

This  is  a  more  favourable  report  than  that  from  England  by  Sherrimaiv ,  who 
out  of  thirty-eight  cases,  preserved  but  nine  children — twenty-one  were  still- 
bom  ;  the  greater  part  of  these  presented  unfortunately  at  the  superior  strait. 

The  report  is  also  more  favourable  than  that  of  Professor  Reisinger,  drawn 
from  English  and  other  authors.  In  74  cases  SO  infants  were  bora  dead ;  of  the 
44  living  children,  8  died  soon  after  birth;  20  certainly  lived;  of  the  remaining 
21  nothing  is  positively  known,  from  the  incomplete  reports  given. 

Of  the  36  cases  above  alluded  to,  34  mothers  perfectly  recovered,  and  two  died, 
but  not  from  the  operation,  for  one  perished  from  a  dropsy  pronounced  incurable, 
and  the  other  from  acute  pneomonia. 

Tlie  operation  of  artificial  Itboar  has  been  opposed  by  Dr  Pi  ringer  in  a  dis- 
Vol.  v.— No.  10,  April  1828.  60 
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Mrtailim,  pDbUihed  >l  VieonB  in  1826,  and  b;  prafeMon  Jojto  of  Lieipzig,  nd 
SiEiirofBooq. 

So  bifiomtbe  Bulletin.  ProfesraiJAUEahas  polilelv  limiUhed  uiwiththefol- 
lowing  inforiDBlloD  regarding  the  experience  of  Engliib  aceoucheuiB,  and  hat  H>- 
Giireil  u>  lo  (ha  fiisl  volume  aC  |he  Eclectic  Repertaiy.  p.  1U6,  foe  the  only  ae- 
couDl,  u  fara*  we  know,  which  hu  been  publbhed  in  this  taaatty,  of  Ikbaortr- 
tificislly  induceil.    We  will  (unusb  bd  abstract  of  the  cue. 

Accoiding  lo  Dt  DehmAi*.  the  6nt  account  [in  KoglandJ  of  any  ulifimU 
method  of  brining  on  premituie  labour  woa  commaiiiciled  la  him  bj  Dr  Kelly. 
In  Ibe  year  17M  the  piopriuly  of  the  plan  ippeani  to  hive  beea  ■anctianed  by  • 
coniulutioti  of  the  moat  eoiinent  pracbtioaeii  in  Lmidon. 

Di  Dekmah  ny>i  that  in  more  than  twenty  cases,  in  which  ho  had  tilhei  pei^ 
fbnneil  it  himself,  or  it  had  been  dene  by  hii  advice  oi  pEiiuarion,  be  bu  doI 
kuowD  one  uiktoward  or  hazaidouB  accident  that  could  be  imputed  to  it,  and  io 
the  greater  numbei  oftboH  caicsthe  childicn  have  been  bora  living,  vihileitlui 
been  perfectly  aafe  to  the  perstin  on  wham  it  h!U  been  performed. 

Dr  MsHHiMAN  Btatei.  iJiit  out  of  foily-seven  iniluices  of  distorted  pelvea  in 
which  (he  oporalion  had  been  ptsctiied.at  least  nineloen  children  bad  been  bora 
alive  and  capablo  of  living. 

In  June  1804,  Dt  James  wa>  called  In  eonsnltatjon  to  a  lady  io  labour  with 
hoc  first  child.  Dangerous  Bymploms  supervening,  and  Ibe  pehrta  baiag  preler- 
naturally  smaU,  she  was  delivered  by  the  ctolchel.  In  Aug^Bt  1809,  she  w»3  a 
■acand  time  delivered  by  the  same  mcaiu  (  the  patient  and  her  fHeads  had  re- 

Seated  lo  Ihctn  an  opinion  formerly  given,  that  she  could  not  be  delivers)  of  a 
ring  child  Bt  the  full  period.  In  1810  she  was  again  pregnant;  piatnature 
labour  was  proposed  and  agreed  Id,  at  the  end  of  the  Eeveath  moDIlk  of  oleni. 
gcslalion.  On  the  27lh  of  June  the  meaibnnea  ruptured  in  the  oveniog,  and  on 
Ills  39th,  at  half  pait  10,  A.  M.  ehe  was  delivered  (U  a  living  female  cbild.  The 
infant  lived  lo  thel9lh  day,  and  died,  partly  from  misuiauageiaeut  Id  the  Duiainj. 
The  molher  happily  recovered. 

Dr  James  lulbnna  ns  that  "the  same  individual  [Mrs  O'Brien]  becomiag 
■gain  picgnaol,  it  was  delermiaed,  in  consultation,  to  bring  on  preuulUTe  labout 
■tthe  eiplrallon  of  seven  months  ^om  conception,  which  look  place  on  the  ISlh 
December  l^lfi.  She  was  then  delivered  of  a  living  (Dale  infant  without  any 
unpleasant  circumstance  attending,  having  been  but  uree  or  four  hours  in  Ummi. 
The  child  lived  about  ten  days  and  took  Uie  breast,  but  then  dlod.. 

'*  The  neit  time  she  became  pregnant,  premature  labour  waa  hiduced  at  MWM 
•nd  a  half  months  from  conception.  The  dilld  surrived  and  appeared  Uk^^  U  d» 
well,  as  long  as  the  writer  had  any  knowledge,  for  a  year  at  IttUU" 

71.  DiffiatU  Labour. — Profetsot  OsiAimEit,  of  Qottingeii,  nlatu  a  can  of 
labour,  In  which  great  delay  and  difficulty  ware  expeiienced  in  delivery  iroB 
the  enormous  lize  of  the  abdomen  of  the  fcetua ;  the  breech  presenting.  Tba 
child  died  immediately  after  birth,  and  dissection  exhibited  the  kidiMyt  excaed- 
iogly  enlarged,  being  of  the  adult  dimeniions. — Arehiv.  Geatral.  JVov. 

72.  Amputaiian  a/ the  Utena. — M.  LiirnAitc  haa  perfoimed  two  new  uudh- 
tatlons  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus  with  tucceis.    He  ; '*" 


of  Medicine,  that  the  female  who  conceived,  £fleen  days  alter  a  rimilar  c»an- 
tlon,  and  nlio  was  safely  delivered  at  the  full  period  of  utero-gestation,  (Vide 
Vol.  HI.  p.  402,  and  Vol.  IV.  p.  ISl,  of  this  Journal)  is  again  thiee  months 
advanced  in  pregnancy. — Areltiv.  Oeneral.  •/Voe. 

78.  ^Nmlatumu  Etolvtion  of  the  JPnliu.— Dr  Dexmait  is  said  fa  be  the 
first  English  physician  who  noticed  (hat  io  some"  cross  ptesentationl,"  la  which 
the  side,  arm  or  shoulder  presented,  a  change  was  gradually  effected,  ao  tfakt  d>e 
arm  receded,  and  the  nalea  were  forced  down  by  the  poweiAil  coDtiactlaaa  of 
tbe  utenia.  In  Ibe  London  Med.  and  Phya.  Jour,  for  Ftbrvarv,  Mr  Okosoc 
Jewel,  Esq.  denies  that  such  an  evolution  ever  occurs — "  that  when  tbe  um  of 
the  child  is  protruded  into  the  va^a,  it  nevu  again  lecedM  to  mike  toom  for 
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the  nates  or  any  other  part."  In  confirmation  of  this  assertion,  he  relates  two 
cases  of  arm  presentation,  in  each  of  which,  without  any  retraction  of  the  extre- 
mity, the  body  of  the  child  was  forced  through  the  pelvis,  doubled  on  itself: 
the  head  being  subsequently  expelled. 

We  would  sumst,  that  it  can  hardly  be  considered  a  legitimate  deduction* 
that  because  a  cmld  can  be  bom  double,  therefore  an  evolution  never  can  occur* 

74.  JtemofKU  of  the  Placenta, — In  the  London  Med.  Repos.  for  Febmanff 
Mr  Edward  Thompson  cautions  us  against  acting,  in  all  cases,  on  the  rule,  that 
the  placenta  may  safely  be  withdrawn,  when  not  only  the  insertion  of  the  funis 
but  the  whole  circular  edge  of  the  cake  can  be  distinctly  felt ;  for  cases  have  oc* 
curred  to  him,  in  which  part  of  the  placenta  under  these  circumstances  remained 
adherent  even  to  Uie  fundus  uteri.  Its  forcible  removal  would,  in  such  instances, 
produce  an  inversion  of  the  uterus. 


VIII.  CHEMISTRY  AND  PHARMACY. 

76.  ^ewAiethod  of  preparing  the  Deuioxide  of  Barium. — Our  readers  will 
recollect,  that  in  our  last  number,  we  noticed  the  coincident  observations  of  Mr 
Phii<i.ips,  of  London,  and  Mr  nowDr  Bridges,  of  this  city,  on  the  residuum  of 
nitre,  after  exposure  to  a  red  heat ;  this  residuum  being  evidently  the  deutoxide 
of  potassium.  It  appears  by  the  September  number  of  the  Journal  de  Chimie 
Medicale,  that  M.  Quxsif  evxi<l.e,  Juir.  has  resorted  to  an  analogous  process  for 
obtaining  deutoxide  of  barium.  This  chemist  exposes  the  nitrate  of  baryta  to  a 
red  heat  in  a  luted  porcelain  retort.  Upon  operaUng  on  two  pounds  of  the  dried 
nitrate  of  barjrta,  he  obtained  a  pound  and  a  half  of  deutoxide  of  barium,  con- 
taining no  trace  of  the  nitrate  of  the  earth.  This  process  for  the  deutoxide  ena- 
bling the  operator  to  make  it  in  larger  quantities  at  a  time  than  by  the  old  pro- 
cess, we  may  expect  that  oxygenated  water,  which  is  formed  by  means  of  this 
substance,  will  become  less  expensive,  and  consequently  more  extensively  used 
in  the  arts. 

76.  Formation  ofAdipoeere. — We  publish  with  pleasure  the  following  inter- 
esting note  respecting  the  conversion  of  dead  bodies  into  adipocere,  addr^sed  to 
one  of  the  Editors  of  this  Journal,  by  Dr  Richard  Harlan,  of  this  city,  t 
gentleman  advantageously  known  to  the  scientific  public,  for  his  researches  re» 
fating  to  human  and  comparative  anatomy. 

"  The  following  fact,  tnough  an  isolated  one,  may  not  be  unimportant  to  those 
who  are  interested  in  animal  chemistry. 

**  During  the  summer  of  1824,  whibt  superintending  some  anatomical  prepara- 
tions at  my  dissecting  rooms  in  Hartunt^s  alley,  I  haid  occasion  to  macerate  a 
cranium.  For  this  purpose  I  directed  the  head  of  a  large  fat  negro,  who  had 
died  of  acute  fever,  to  be  placed  in  a  barrel  half  filled  with  water,  and  closely 
covered  over.  On  examining  the  process  about  six  weeks  afterwards,  with  the 
expectation  of  finding  the  maceration  completed,  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to 
observe  the  head  floating  buoyantly  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  lying  on  one 
side.  The  air  of  putrefaction,  disengaged  within  the  cranium,  most  probably 
raised  it  to  the  surface.  The  upper  surface,  or  that  which  floated  above  the  wa- 
ter, presented  a  tumid  appearance,  and  on  cutting  into  it,  the  whole  substance 
down  to  the  bone  was  completely  converted  into  adipocere.  That  portion  of 
the  head  and  face,  on  the  contrary,  inmiersed  in  the  water,  was  found  putrid  and 
macerated. 

**  Those  bodies  in  which  this  change  has  occurred  in  the  cemeteries  of  this  city, 
such  at  least  as  have  come  under  my  observation,  have  been  interred  in  a  soil  of 
clay,  with  a  layer  of  gravel  or  sand  superimposed,  the  water  percolating  down  to 
the  city,  which  conges  it  in  the  Tkinity  ot  the  body,  which  reets  on  me  water. 


472  dl^AIITBBLy  SUHMAKV  DP  KZDICAL  OfTCLLICEKCE. 

"Il  would  sppeat  that  bodle.i,  once  caoreriad  inio  tlia  tnitleiof  Bdipocere.re* 
(itl  decooipofition  (ar  H  loag  poriod.  Thebody  of  a  female,  lately  tlisiotened  b; 
the  relmUru.  ^m  ■  burial  fitcn  In  ihif  cily,  )ii  yean  lAei  death,  had  undetigone 
•  eoinplate  change  intoa  nilMUnce  of  thli  nature,  and  was  90  wlid  «iid  heavy,  as 
to  reqiiite  Uic  aniled  efforts  of  several  men  lo  ™je  itfwm  the  ([rave.  "Hio  ejret 
were  sunk,  and  the  lids  of  a  whitK  waxy  Appearance,  but  nothiog  like  actual  de- 
Eompositian  had  (nken  plare.  Such  olhct  paiUons  of  the  body  34  weie  acu- 
dantally  exposed  to  tiew,  were  of  llio  colour  of  tallow,  or  ditty  ku." 

77.  Humtm  Bezear. — M.  Cawditod  has  reported  lo  Iha  French  Academy 
of  Medicine,  Ihc  lesult  of  hLi  examinalioii  of  a  eoDCCCIion  of  Uiia  nature.  It 
— 4(bed  one  hundred  and  cighly-sii  Knit",  and  neasuicd  two  and  a  half  indies 

cTrcumreience,     Its  colour  wai  biuuh-gray.  inlerspeiicdwilb  white  spots,  and 


fla  shapa  apheroidal.     It  had  no  smell  exteriorly,  but  ioleriorly  It  had  the  emell 

of  the  yolli  of  an  a^  which  had  been  Flit-htly  roasted.     Ila  fracture  exposed  a 

surface,  baviDg  thfappeatancB  of  needle -fanned  rays  (llaltcacd,  and  of  a  pal* 

w-How  colour),  which  eilended  froio  the  eeotre  lo  within  one-foutlh  of  the  cir- 

'fetence,  and  which  were  Buooundcd  by  thin  layeis,  liaTing  the  same  ap- 

ance  as  the  cealral  portion,  but  of  a  deep  giccn  culouc.    ft  melted  like  a 

'  body,  hot  at  a  temperature  much  higher  Uian  that  necessary  lo   fuse  oltiei 

f         Aia.    Upon  analyaia,  11  was  found  10  consist  euHrely  of  cholesteiin.    M. 

tRTOU  coDsideis  il  probable,  that  it  was  formed  on  a  small  biliary  calculus 

Oucleui,  around  which  were  gtadually  deposited  successive  layers  of  green 

m  matter.     It  was  voided  by  a  Towslc  sged  66  yean,  during  a  fouilh  attack 

lac  piBsion.     Iti  expulsion  took  place  during  the  occurrence  of  tliarrluta. 

I  was  followed  by  the  complete  recovery  of  the  pilietil. — Jnm^ci  de  la  JUt- 

ine  Phj/iiologique,  FtvrUr  1S27. 

IS.  CTwnicnJ  JWi/we  0/ rt»  Matter  0/  Melanoiii—ta  Vol.  II!.  pa.ge4I2. 
of  this  Journal,  we  gave  an  abstrsel  of  (he  eiperimenls  of  Or  Hkhrt  on  tilts 
natler,  which  led  him  to  consider  il  as  a  moibid  (oetetion,  snil^oin.  In  some 
of  iu  properties,  to  the  colouring  matter  of  blood. 

II  would  seem,  however,  thai  the  mallei  of  melano<i>  was  examined  chemi- 
cally ip  IMIO  l.y  Me^^M  HAnHt.rfTr.  and  I.  ■.'*  Mt;>-i:,  in.fi-.nrndPTitly  of  each 
Other,  who  agreed  in  considering  it  a  peculiar  morbid  mere  lion,  containing  all  the 
IngtedieDts  of  the  crassamenlum  of  blood ;  namely,  Gbrin,  a  Ultle  albumen,  co- 
louring matter,  identical  with  that  of  the  blood,  and  in  short,  the  alkaline  salts, 
and  oiide  of  iron,  which  form  the  fati  parts  of  this  animal  liquid.  In  no  can, 
does  this  maltei  exhibit  traces  of  organization. 

In  the  June  number  of  the  Jounul  de  Chimie  JUdicale  of  laat  year,  two  ac- 
counts are  given  of  morbid  production)!  of  the  nature  of  melanoils.  One  retalev 
to  a  blackish  matter,  obtained  from  the  right  ovary  of  a  woman,  who  diedof  ean- 
cer  of  the  left  ovary,  and  is  given  by  M.  Lauoikk  ;  the  other,  to  a  melanic  pr«- 
Aucliou  formed  in  the  venous  blood  of  the  bone,  and  is  furnished  by  M.  Laj- 
■AiORE.    The  chemical  examinations  made  by  these  gentlemen  on  the  morbU 

Sroducts  mentioned,  proved  them  lo  be  identical  wilh  melanosii  naatter,  ai 
lUDd  In  other  parts  of  the  system. 

In  1826.  H.  Lassaicne  published  on  analysis  of  a  black  liquid,  vomited  by  a 
lemale  sufleriagunder  a  cancerous  affection  of  the  stomach.  Ttdi  liquid  )>roved  to 
be  identical,  io  chemical  composition,  with  the  matter  of  melaoosis.  In  the  July 
number  of  the  Journal  above  cited,  there  Is  given  an  analysis  of  a  black  liquid, 
vomited  in  a  case  of  diseased  stomach,  performed  by  M.  Cou.akd  dx  Mak- 
TiOHT.  "niia  analysis  coincides,  in  most  particulars,  with  thai  of  M.Lasbaionx. 
It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  as  far  as  observations  have  gone,  black  dege- 
nenlions,  whether  solid  or  liquid,  are  analogous  in  chemical  composiSon  ;  con- 
tlathig  of  the  ingredients,  soiuwhal  altered,  of  the  crassamentum  o(  the  hlood. 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  (be  black  vomit  analyzed  by  Lassaiqnc  was  iden- 
tical with  that  which  is  ejected  in  yellow  fever.  If  it  ahpuld  prove  to  be  so, 
the  conjactures  of  two  of  out  dlatin^iiihed  pbytkiaiM,  wUlnol  appear  wide  fiom 
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the  truth.  The  late  Dr  Rush  was  accustomed  to  consider  the  yellow  fever 
black  vomit  as  an  altered  Beeretion^  while  Dr  Phtsick  is  of  opinion  that  it  is 
effused  blood.  Now  M.  LAssAioirx  considers  the  different  kinds  of  melanosis 
to  be  a  morbid  secretion,  containing  the  constituents  of  the  crassamentum  of 
the  blood. 

79.  CaUuluB  containing  Mercury. — In  the  Journal  de  Chimie  Medicate  for 
May  last,  we  find  an  account  of  a  calculus,  extracted  from  a  tumour,  situated  in 
the  right  hypochondrium  of  a  woman,  and  which  followed  a  course  of  remedies  for 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  disease.  Seven-eighths  of  its  weight  consisted  of  cho- 
lesterin.  But  what  is  very  remarkable,  it  contained  mercury,  globules  of  which 
were  readily  detected  when  the  central  portion  was  broken,  and  exposed  to  a  heat 
of  about  68^  Fahr.  M.  Lacarterik,  one  of  the  professors  of  the  hospital  of 
Lille,  is  the  author  of  the  above  observation. 

80.  Dtnarcotized  Laudanum. — In  1803,  Derosne  discovered  a  cnrstalllne 
substance  in  opium,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  salt  of  opium.  In  1817, 
Sertuerner,  of  Eimbeck  in  Hanover,  made  known  the  existence  of  a  narcotic 
alkaline  principle  in  opium,  to  which  he  assigned  the  name  of  morphia.  He  as- 
certained that  it  was  naturally  combined  in  the  opium  with  a  peculiar  acid,  for 
which  he  proposed  the  name  of  meconic  acid.  Sertuerner  was  led  to  suppose 
that  the  salt  of  Derosne  was  in  fact  his  meconate  of  morphia;  but  RosiquKT 
has  shown,  that  this  is  a  mistake,  and  that  the  salt  of  Derosne  is  a  peculiar  and 
distinct  principle,  to  which  he  has  given  the  name  of  narcotin,  and  which  may 
be  obtained,  nearly  pure,  by  acting  on  opium  by  ether. 

Considerable  difference  of  opinion  exists  between  Messrs  Orfila  and  Ma- 
GENDiE,  the  principal  physiologists  who  have  experimented  on  narcotin,  as  to 
its  action  on  the  animal  economy.  Maoendie  considers  it  as  the  exciting  prin- 
ciple of  opium ;  while  ORriL.A  asserts  that  it  produces  nausea,  vomiting,  debility, 
and  an  accelerated  circulation,  without  the  afiection  of  the  senses,  psdsy  of  the 
extremities  and  convulsions,  which  arise  from  an  overdose  of  morphia. 

It  would  seem  at  least,  that  these  physiologists  agree  in  ascribing  to  narcotin 
very  unpleasant  effects,  which  are  totally  distinct  irom  the  anodyne  impression. 
In  consequence  of  the  views  entertained  by  Maoendie,  Robiquet  undertook 
to  prepare  an  extract  of  opium,  freed  from  narcotin,  the  formula  for  which  is 
given  in  Maoendie's  formulary,  under  the  name  of  extractum  opii^  narco- 
tina  privatum ;  and  the  result  oi  its  exhibition  corresponded  with  the  previous 
views  of  this  physiologist,  who  employed  it  in  practice  with  advantage. 

M  ith  the  view  of  attaining  the  same  end,  of  excluding  the  narcotin,  Dr  Hark, 
in  the  May  number  of  the  Philadelphia  Journal  of  the  Med.  Sciences,  has  pro* 
posed  a  preparation  under  the  name  of  denarcotizcd  laudanum,  which  he  prepares 
\u  the  following  manner : 

Shave  some  opium  by  rubbing  it  on  the  face  of  a  jack-plane.  Subject  it,  four 
times  successively,  to  as  much  ether  of  the  specific  gravity  of  .735,  and  kept 
nearly  at  the  boiling  point,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  cover  It,  allowing  each  portion 
to  act  for  twenty-lour  hours.  By  this  treatment,  the  opium  is  deprived  of  its 
narcotin,  it  being  dissolved  by  the  ether.  Next,  subject  the  denarcotizcd  opium 
to  as  much  duly  diluted  alcohol  as  would  have  been  sufficient  to  convert  it  into 
laudanum,  had  it  not  been  subjected  to  the  ether. 

Dr  Hare  subjoins  a  letter  from  Dr  Dkwees,  by  which  it  appears,  that  tho 
denarcotizcd  laudanum  possesses  advantages  over  the  common  laudanum,  there- 
by confirming  the  views  of  Maoendie  as  to  the  importance  of  excluding  the 
narcotin. 

Denarcotizcd  opium  is  prepared  in  quantities  by  Mr  J.  P.  Wkthcrill,  a  sci- 
entific manufacturing  chemist  of  this  city ;  and  may  be  obtained  at  the  store  of 
Mr  S.  P.  Griffitts. 

81.  AVto  Fofmulafof  ofttotmnf  AfoipMaw— TIm  foUowing  modified  formiiia 
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"Ereiy  formula  foi  the  pceptntion  of  morphis  results  in  tbe  precipitatioa  a( 
that  subituice.  In  Ibo  fical  iiutiiace.  iolimsteiy  bleadail  with  a  bige  porlinn  of 
colouiiog  IDBttei,  rrom  irbich  it  is  difficult  to  leparale  ll  in  a  state  of  purity,  la 
that  of  M.  RoBiQUKT,  Hbich  is  moil  gpnerally  foUoneil,  the  water  directed  ii 
fnadequtte  to  dissolve  all  (lie  mecoaate  a(  loorpbia  presoDt  Id  the  opiuni.  while 
tbe  ptoportiaa  of  magnesia  id  be  employed  lo  precipllalc  the  tnorphia,  ii  vari- 
ously slBted  frocti  a  rewEialnsIo  OS  mauy  drachms.  Theaanexed  formula  is  a  too- 
dificalioD  of  that  in  which  the  acetic  aolvent  and  ammoiiiacaJ  ptedpitBDt  are  en- 
ployed.  Jl  causes  a  cradual  precipitiition  of  the  morpbia  In  a  cryslallioe  fbrm. 
which  requires  only  to  be  washed  in  a  small  portion  of  cold  diluted  alcohol,  and 
then  to  be  dissolved  in  boiling  alcohol,  to  obtain  it  puce. 

"formula. — Subject  four  parts  by  weight  ofopium  in  coarse  powder  to  the  ac- 
tion of  three  parts  of  acetic  acid,  diluted  wTib  three  parts  of  water,  for  Iwenty-four 
hours,  al  a  temperature  of  about  71)"  Fabr.  Add  eight  parts  of  alcohol  of  3S  Beaumi 
(Sp.gr.  .S42),aDd  cantioue  the  digestion  for  tweo^-rourhoun  longer,  raising  Uie 
temperature  by  means  of  a  waler-bath  to  160".  Next  decant  the  Uqnor  whije 
hot  from  the  opium,  and  submit  the  undissolved  portion  to  the  same  treaAncnt  u 
Grat  directed.  Mix  the  highly  coloured  acidulous  tinctures  together  and  fitter,  and 
tbenadd  alcoholic  ammonia  of  such  a  sirenglhas  to  cause  do  change  in  the  trans- 
paiency  of  the  dnclure  at  the  moment  of  addition*.  After  the  lapse  of  a  sborl 
time,  crystals  of  morphia  will  begin  to  fall,  which  must  be  washed  in  a  small  por- 
tion of  cold  diluted  alcohol,  and  dissolved  in  bolllne  alcohol,  as  already  mention- 
ed, to  tender  them  quite  pure.  On  accountof  the  lightness  olthe  alcobolie  am- 
monia, it  is  best  lo  add  it  by  means  of  a  glaae  tube,  eiteuding  to  tbe  bollDm  of 
the  vessel." 

Dr  Staples  has  stated  to  us  that  the  crystaHincprecipltale  of  morphia,  cuised 
In  his  process  by  the  alcoholic  ammonia,  is  much  freer  from  colouring  matter  tt™ii 
that  obtained  by  means  of  ammonia  used  in  the  ordhiary  nay.  From  aD  the  facts, 
it  would  seem  that  the  advantage  of  Dr  Staflxb'b  process  is,  thai  the  alcohol, 
associated  with  the  ammonia,  while  it  does  not  prevent  (he  latter  frota  slowly 
predpitaling  the  morphia,  is  the  moaai  of  holding  in  solution  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  colouiing  matter,  nhich  would  otherwise  lall  and  greatly  contamiaaCe 
the  product. 

Dr  Staples  slates  Iliat,  by  the  above  process,  he  has  obtained  ninety  grains  of 
morphia  from  a  quarter  ofa  pound  of  opium  of  medium  quality.  We  would  le- 
cororaendtocountrypraelitioners  togive  their  attention  to  DtSTAPLEa's  proeeas, 
as  wo  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  furnishes  an  easy  and  expeditious  method 
for  oblainlng  this  imporlsnt  vegetable  lUkaline  princlpfc. 

82.  ChrmUal  Fact)  rcipeetm^  Cinchona. — M.  GinnoimT  statea,  that  a  cold 
infusion  of  good  cinchona  bark  ts  precipitated  abundantly  by  sulphale  of  aoda. 
When,  however,  the  attempt  is  made  to  iiUer,  the  precipitate  is  wholly  redissolved. 
H.  GuiBOUHT  supposes,  that  there  are  formed  the  sulphates  of  quiuia,  and  of 
time,  by  double  decompositioa  between  the  sulphate  of  soda  and  ue  kiaates  of 
quinia  end  lime.  If  ammonia  be  added  lo  the  liquor,  a  precipitate  is  formed. 
M.  PEu.ETrEB  remains,  that  watery  eilracls  of  cinchona  aObrd  but  Uttle  qnioia 
when  Irealcd  nilh  magnesia,  and  that  the  residual  hark,  from  which  such  extracts 
have  been  made,  still  contains  a  good  deal  of  this  alkaline  principle.  The  ex- 
tracts, however,  contain  more  quinia  and  ciochonia  than  can  bo  obtained  from 
Ihem;  as  the  other  elements  of  Uie  bark  so  envelop  these  alkaline  principles,  as  to 
make  it  difficult  to  separate  themcomplolely.—.drtAircs  Generaltt  de  MeiUeiae 
March  182T. 
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88.  Proportion  tf  Sulphate  ofQumiafianiihed  (y  different  iompUi  t^Bark, 
— ^Measn  Pkli<vtivr  and  CAvxirrou,  the  (Uscoveren  of  quinia  and  dnchoua, 
made  fome  remarks  to  the  French  Inftitute,  on  the  proportion  of  sulphate  of 
qoinia  obtained  from  PeniTian  bark.  The  difierent  barks  are  W  no  means 
eoually  rich  in  qidnia.  Some  Galisaya  barks  yielded  to  these  chemists  sulphate 
Of  quinia  in  the  proportion  of  two  hundred  and  two  grains  to  the  pound  avoir- 
dupois, wliich  contidns  seren  thousand  grains.  Other  samples,  of  inferior  qua- 
lity, fumidied  only  one  hundred  and  nme  grains  of  the  sulphate  to  the  pound. 
The  mean  product  of  a  pound  of  bark  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  grains. 
In  all  cases,  the  sulphate  of  quinia  obtained  was  identical. 

The  above  rcmilts  give  the  following  proportions  per  cent.,  viz. 

Good  GaUmya  bark  yielded  two  and  nine-tenths  per  cent  of  sulphate  of 
quinia. 

Inferior  kinds  gave  one  and  a  half  per  cent. 

The  average  product  was  two  and  one- third  per  cent. 

In  the  above  abstract,  we  have  converted  the  French  into  English  weights,  as 
being  more  fiuniliar  to  our  readers. 

84.  Oxalate  of  Poiaiia-and- Antimony, ^In  the  Journal  de  Chimie  M^dicale 
for  June  last,  it  is  stated  that  M.  Lassaigits  has  formed  a  double  oxalate  of  po- 
tassa-and-antimony,  by  boiling  in  water  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  quadroxalate 
of  potassa,  and  finely  levigated  elass  of  antimony.  The  new  salt  crystallizes  in 
needles,  arranged  in  a  stellated  form.  It  is  more  soluble  in  cold  water,  but  less 
active  than  tartar  emetic. 

• 
86.  Method  of  preventing  the  Preegntation  ofhonfrom  Chalybeate  Waters, 
— In  the  Journal  de  Chimie  M^dicale  for  Jan.  1827,  Uiere  is  a  note  on  this  sub- 
ject, taken  from  HurxuLifD's  Journal  of  Practical  Medicine.  The  plan  consists 
in  fixing  in  the  cork  of  the  bottle  containing  the  water,  an  iron  nail,  or  wire,  suf- 
ficiently long  to  dip  a  little  way  into  it.  By  this  simple  contrivance,  chalybeate 
waters  may  be  transported  to  any  distance  in  bottles,  without  the  least  precipi- 
tation of  the  iron. 

86.  Mode  cf  distingmihing  Arrow-root  from  Wheat  or  Potato  Starch. — 
Mr  Vi&tfr  states,  that  ten  grains  of  wheat  or  potato  starch  will  form  a  pretty 
thick  Jelly  with  two  ounces  of  boiling  water ;  while  the  same  proportion  of  arrow- 
root forms  a  thin  liquid. 
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The  New  Englind  Joamal  of  Medicine  tnd  Surgery,  after  a  luelul  existence 
of  se? eoteen  years,  has  been  discontinued ;  its  property  and  its  inflaence  hare 
been  associated  with  the  Boston  Medical  Intelligencer — and  a  new  work,  com- 
nienced  by  the  joint  patrons  and  proprietors,  has  appeared  under  the  title  of  the 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  This  is  issued  in  weekly  dieets,  and 
from  the  specimens  already  afibrded,  promises  to  be  a  valuable  periodical  pubii- 
cation. 

Tlie  Philadelphia  Monthly  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surmy,  edited  by  Na- 
than R.  Smith,  MD.  late  Professor  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  now 
Professor  in  the  University  of  Blaryland,  has  been  merged  in  the  American  Jour- 
nal of  Medical  Sciences,  issued  bf  Carey,  Lea  &  Carey. 

Tlie  State  Medical  Society  of  New  York  have  proposed,  as  a  Prize  Question 
for  the  year  1829,  llie  history,  causes^  and  treatment  of  7\fphus  Fever,  The 
premium  is  one  hundred  dollars.  The  dissertations  must  be  forwarded  to  Al- 
oany,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  December,  (1828),  and  be  accompanied  with  a 
sealed  paper,  containing  the  name  of  the  author;  which  paper,  as  well  as  the 
dissertation,  shall  be  endorsed  with  the  same  motto. 

Dr  George  Holcombe,  Member  of  Congress  from  New  Jersey,  died  at  Al- 
lentown,  on  the  14th  of  January.  Dr  H.  was  one  of  thdse  bright  ornaments  of 
our  profession,  who  unite  general  erudition  and  science  to  medical  talents  and 
attainments.     He  was  alike  distinguished  as  a  statesman  and  a  physician. 

Turkey. — Perhaps  it  is  not  generally  known,  that  some  attention  has  been  paid 
to  the  science  of  medicine  in  Turkey.  A  regular  Medical  School  and  Military 
Hospitals  are  there  established.  One  of  these  is  connected  with  the  medical 
school,  and  is  well  arranged.  The  hospital  and  the  school  are  comprised  under 
the  name  of  Tihchana.  The  students  are  generally  the  children  of  those  who 
have  been  useful  to  the  state;  they  have  a  peculiar  uniform,  are  boarded,  receive 
a  pension  of  twenty  piastres  a  month,  and  are  gratuitously  instructed  in  the 
Hciences  requisite  for  the  practice  of  medicine.  They  are  taught,  in  addition  to 
their  vernacular  tongue,  the  French,  Italian,  Arabic  and  Persian  languages.  At 
the  head  of  the  institution  is  the  hekim  hachiy  or  first  physician  of  the  emperor. 
Chani-Zadeh,  a  member  of  the  society  of  Oulema^  has  published,  in  the  Tur- 
kish language,  a  treatise  on  Anatomy,  accompanied  with  plates. — Bulletin  Vni- 
ver.for  October. 

Dr  Stevenson's  neat  translation  of  Orfila  on  Poisons  and  Asphyxia,  did  not 
reach  us  in  time  for  the  insertion,  in  the  present  number,  of  a  notice  which  is  al- 
ready prepared. 

\n  Encyclopedic  Dictionary  of  Medical  Science  is  announced  in  the  German 
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Jooraals,  to  be  written  by  Profetton  HursLAifD,  GBAXFC,GiCBOLD,aBdRu- 
DOLPHi  of  Berlin.  Hie  work  will  consist  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  Toliimes, 
in  large  octavo.    The  first  volume  is  already  publi^ed.    Two  are  to  appear  an- 
nually.   The  price  per  volume  is  three  and  a  half  riz  dollars;  for  a  copy  on 
letter  paper,  four  do.;  on  fine  vellum,  five  do. 

A  Compendium  of  Anatomy,  containing  a  concise  and  accurate  description  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  human  body,  for  the  use  of  students,  is  now  preparing, 
and  will  be  published  during  the  season.  It  will  be  in  a  portable  form,  and  con- 
tain the  latest  discoveries,  so  as  to  serve  as  a  pocket  companion  or  vade  mecum 
to  the  student  of  anatomy. 

COLUBIBIAN  COLLEGE,  DUirict  of  Columlna, 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  this  infant  Institution  is  in  a  thriving  condition. 
The  third  course  of  lectures,  which  has  lately  terminated,  has  been  delivered  to 
a  class  of  between  thirty  and  forty  students ;  twelve  of  whom  have  since  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine.  A  new  college  edifice  has  been  erect- 
ed, containing  three  good  lecture  rooms,  large  enough  for  one  hundred  and 
thirty  or  one  hundred  and  forty  students,  a  laboratory,  and  convenient  dissecting 
rooms.  A  medical  library  is  forming,  so  that  every  fiiciUty  will  be  afibrded  to  the 
medical  student. 

The  third  annual  commencement  of  the  Medical  Department  of  die  Colum- 
bian College  was  held  in  Washington  city,  fiiareh  12, 1S2S. 

Hie  following  is  a  list  of  the  graduates  with  the  subjects  of  their  theses : 

Joseph  S.  sAer,  of  Georgia,  on  Inflammation. 

Joseph  BorrotDS,  Jun,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  Pathology  of  the 
Mucous  Membrane. 

John  A.  Bulfiruh,  of  Massachusetts,  on  Tetanus. 

Siku  L.  Condiet,  of  New  Jersey,  on  Digestion. 

Robert  A.  Cony,  of  Blaine,  on  the  Stimulus  of  Distention. 

JohnF.  Edmonds,  of  Virginia,  on  Morbid  Sensibility  of  the  Seminal  Organs. 

Alexander  M*D.  Datfis,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  Choret  St.  Titi. 

Charles  W.  Datfis,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  Puerperal  Fever. 

Charles  M*Lean,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  Humoral  Pathology. 

Harvey  Lindsley,  of  New  Jersey,  on  Scrofula. 

fVUliam  A*.  Waters,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  use  of  01.  Terebin- 
th ine. 

J^ohle  Young,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  March  Miasmata  as  producing 
Fever. 

PHILADELPHIA  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

OffUttsfor  1828. 

/Vetui«i/.— Philip  Stwo  Pktsick,  M.D. 

Vvce  Presidents. — Joseph  Paarish,  M.D.  Samvxl  Jackson,  M.D. 
Corresponding:  Secretaries, — John  Bcxx,  M.D.  B.  H.  Coatxs,  M.D. 
TreaMurer. — D.  F.  Cowdik,  M JD. 
Orator,— CvLXiLLms  D.  Mxios,  M.D. 
IMnarian, — Autrkd  Dkaue,  M.D. 

Curators. — Thomas  H.  Ritchik,  M.D.  Alfskd  Drake,  M.D. 
IMtrary  Committee, — H.   L.  Hodoe,  M.D.     R.  HvsTOif,  M.D.     C.  D. 
BiIkios,  M.D. 

The  following  lectures  have  been  read  before  the  Society  during  the  summer 
and  winter  sessions  :— 
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Df  ^Bdtton,    On  DcUI^t. 
Dr  Omiie.    On  Aeute  KMamattm. 
DrMeigi,    On  tome  diteaiM  of  the  Spinal  Miinnr. 
J>  B.  H.  CoattM.    On  the  Pathology  of  KMno  DtoeaiM  of  OwBiain. 
J>  Edward  Jenner  Cose,    On  Aeupunctnrttioii. 
Dr  Homer.    On  tho  Oaatro-Intestlnal  Mucooi  Mtmbmio. 
Vr  Harrie,    On  Drowning. 
Dr  Condu.    On  UBmoptviis. 
Dr  BeU»    On  Gaseous  Pcnsons. 

DrBrtwter.    On  tho  MoiUd  Aflbelte  fioai  Drlaklag  Cold  Water. 
Dr  Hodge.    On  Irritation. 

Dr  B.  H.  Coatee.    On  the  Relations  of  Physidk>gj. 
Dr  D.  Theodore  Coxe.    On  Baths. 
Dr  Homer.    On  Inflanunatioii. 
Dr  Emerson.    On  the  New  Doctrines  of  SjphiUs. 
J>  Hay$.    On  tho  Palhoioflr  of  die  Tlaaes. 
DrSharpku.    On  the  use  of  Heat  and  Cold. 
Dr  Bond.    On  Respiration. 
Dr  Harrie.    On  Poisoned  Wounds. 

Dr  Hopkineon.    On  the  Moihid  Sympathies  ofthe  Brain  and  SloittMii. 
Dr  Parriih.    On  the  Evidences  derived  from  Smgeiy  in  pioof  of  a  Tb  Me- 
dieatrtx  Natune. 
Dr  E.  Jenner  Coxe.    On  Cynanche  Tracheaiis, 
Dr  RouMieau.    On  the  Importance  of  Exercise. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  memheit  daring  tbm  tibow  peiM. 

H/marary  MttHbeTm 
Dr  Joseph  Claik,  DuhBn,  Ireland. 

Junior  Memhert. 
Penneylvania. — Wflliam  Colquhom:  William  W.  Geriuurd;  John  Tan  Bw- 
kiik ;  John  B.  Dick ;  Joseph  Togno ;  Henry  D.  Dietrick ;  Darnel  J.  Biimner ; 


Keith  ;  Joseph  Carson  ;  Hiram  Corson ;  John  H.  Fager  ;  Robert  Rogers  ;  William 
Whelan ;  Henry  Cibbcs ;  Edward  Jenner  Coxe,  M.D. ;  James  Ross  Smith,  M  J). ; 
William  C.  Bann,  M.D. 

Delaware. — Lewis  Summcrl,  M.D. ;  Thomas  J.  Dale. 

JVew  Jersey. — ^James  S.  Carpenter ;  Joseph 'Warrbgton. 

Rhode  Island. — Samuel  B.  Tobey. 

JVfiio  lorA.— Charles  G.  Fowler ;  Brian  Burwell,  M.D. ;  G.  S.  Fowler. 

Virginia. — James  H.  Gregory ;  H.  Montgomery  ^  Matthew  Jefferson  ;  Francis 
R.  Gregory ;  L.  G.  Wynn  ;  Walton  R.  Juckett ;  Robert  M.  Dunbar ;  William  R, 
Smith;  Robert  Carter  Randolph;  Tbomas  M.  Boyle;  Richard  B.  Alexander; 
John  N.  Sebrcli ;  James  R.  Coleman;  Watson  Carr;  G.  S.  GarUi;  William  t! 
Maciin  ;  James  T.  Barclay. 

Maryland. — Charles  W.  Johnson ;  Burton  Randall ;  John  W.  Anderson. 

District  Columbia. — James  Jones. 

JVorth  Carolina. — James  J.  Vernon;  Reading  S.  Long;  Larkins  G.  Jones; 
Jesse  Carter ;  Michael  O'Reilly. 

South  Carolina.-^ John  M.  Raiford;  Evans  Amacker;  R.  W.  Gibbes;  Martin 
Phillips;  Arthur  (abbes;  Joachim  R.  Saussy,  M.D. 

Georgia. — John  A.  Urquhart;  Paul  Eve;  Lcester  Humphreys ;  Edward  R. 
Ware. 

Ohio. — Leonard  Hanna. 

Tennessee. — Robert  N.  Strong. 

Quebec,  Canada.— William  Blumhart;  Ren^  Bedard. 

West  Indies,  Jamaica. — George  Gray. 
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Weit  Indiet,  8t  Croix. — Joseph  Robinsoo. 
jyova  Scotia,  Halifax. — Edward  BrowD. 

Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Society. 

JOHN  R.  W.  DUNBAR» 
Heeording  Secretary. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

At  a  Public  Commencement,  held  on  the  27th  of  March  1S28,  the  Degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  upon  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  gen- 
tlemen. We  annex  their  names  and  the  titlea  of  their  Theses,  as  announced  by 
Dr  Horner,  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty. 

Alabama. — John  A,  Cowlee,  External  Applications. 

Canada. — William  Blumhart,  Revulsion.  Joseph  Halter,  Charbon  prove- 
nant  de  la  Contagion. 

JVbrth  Carolina. — George  S.  Bettner,  Ulceration  of  the  Intestines.  Edwin 
E.  Slade,  Trachitis.  Armand  J.  De  Roseet,  Cynancbe  Trachealis.  Harwood 
P.  Perry,  Acute  Rheumatism.  Henry  M.  Jeter,  Mercurial  Disease.  William 
O.  Hill,  Erysipelas  Facialis.  JVlatltaniel  M.  Comer,  Bilious  Continued  Fever. 
John  L.  Wright,  Cholera.    Reading  8.  Ijong,  Acute  Peritonitis. 

South  Carolina. — John  A.  Wragg,  Indigestion.  Lynch  H.  Deae,  Strictures 
of  the  Urethra.  Francis  Johnson,  Vermes  Intestinorum.  John  M,  Ratford, 
Acute  Rheumatism.  James  T.  Leckie,  On  the  Process  employed  by  Nature  in 
suppressing  Haemorrhage.  Evans  L.  Amacker,  Cynanche  Trachealis.  James 
Jordan  Vernon,  Pathology  of  Haemorrhage. 

District  qf  Columlna. — James  Jones,  Diabetes.  Charles  G.  English,  Ca- 
thartics. 

Detavoare.—JUexander  W,  Reynolds,  Cholera  Morbus.  Phodon  P.  Leuois, 
Hydrothorax. 

Georgia. — John  A.  Urquhart,  Dentition  and  Cholera  Infantum.  W.  Wood- 
son Waddel,  State  of  the  Biliary  Secretion  in  Fever.  Edward  R.  Ware,  The 
Eflfect  of  the  Eighth  Pair  of  Nerves  on  Respiration  and  Digestion.  Thomas  J. 
Charlton,  Melancholia  and  Hypochondriasis.  James  B.  Walker,  Topography, 
Climate,  and  Diseases  of  Burk  county,  Georgia.  Paul  F*  Eve,  Uterine  Hie- 
morrhage.    Reuben  Y.  Reynolds,  Inversio  Uteri.    Stephen  Bailey,  Mercury. 

West  Indies. — Jos.  H.  Robinson,  Comus  Circinata. 

J^TeW' Jersey. — Hudson  S.  Burr,  Scarlatina.  Joseph  Pancoast,  Erectile  Tis- 
sue. Robert  A.  Hunt,  Ascites.  John  B.  2\Jift,  Delirium  Tremens.  Lewis  B, 
Hunter,  De  Hydrope.  Francis  A.  Ewing,  Disguised  Intermittent.  Benja- 
min W.  Blackwood,  Derangements  of  Digestive  Oigans.  Maurice  Beesley, 
Euphorbia  Ipecacuanha.  HVliam  J.  Johnson,  Lithotomy.  William  M.  Fe- 
nimore.  Pertussis.  John  H.  Stokes,  Erysipelatous  Intlammation.  Joseph  War- 
rington.  Diseases  in  the  western  part  of  Burlington  county.  Charles  Ellis, 
Bubonocele. 

Kentucky. — John  Wilson  Hunt,  Haemorrhoids. 

Maryland. — Charles  W.  Johnson,  Aneurism  from  Anastoroosir.  John  L. 
Dorseyy  Pneumonia  Biliosa.  Thomas  S.  Herbert,  Lithotomy.  Burton  Ran- 
dally  On  the  Identity  of  Electricity  and  the  Nervous  Influence.  John  W.  An- 
derson ^  Rubeola,  or  Measles. 

Massachusetts. — Edward  Staples,  Opium. 

Pennsylvania. — Horatio  JV.  Glentworth,  Digitalis  Purpurea.  Jesse  K.  Bon- 
sail.  Phlegmasia  Dolens.  Aristide  Rodrigue,  Experiments  on  the  use  of  the  Li« 
gature  and  Cupping  Glasses  in  Poisoned  Wounds.  Robert  Bridges,  Neuralgia. 
Anthony  C.  Perciral,  Aneurism.  Samuel  Stones^  Jr.,  Nature  and  Properties 
of  the  lilood.  Charles  Fox,Jr.,Co]ic.  Charles  Willing,  On  the  Primary  Scat 
of  Disease  in  Fever.  Andrew  E.  Kennedy,  RheumatiMU.  William  Whelan, 
Jt.,  Moxa.     William  S.  Zanisinger,  Erysipelas.     George  Spackman,  Hydro- 
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CTMm  a,  CloHk,  CyimelM  TktdieaBf.    Btkut  Xttmen,  timmon- 
boldd  DbeMM.    Anry  e^Mffwi,  Acnto  Hmtilii.    Mkmm  MkmmiB^  Co  the 
dreolitloD  of  tlM  Blood.    JHrai  OfrMi.  Tetuint.    Cftorie*  A  BeMMUtf, 
Fiirtiiii.    Qt9rg^  CkmuTt  Jr^  On  CantM  of  EpMnMic  DfMMes.    .feeo*  P. 
IVtMlMi,  Choleim  InftnCiim.    CkarU$  Bfmm§,  Hhwiiniiiiw.    .Mb»  jB.  Hidfc, 
Hinido  IfaAdMlii.    IBiMrrf   Clfliidrty,  Heaop^rii.    ^Mnt  Jt   SUmdk, 
iBTeiilo  UteiL    .Mbn  Wi  Bte$e^  AmeaotduBm.    mmd  2*.  SmtUh,  Hraatllii. 
Gupar  yPiiter  jPwMiaclg,  Eyiiaieptil  Bcnetrchw  oo  tht  Ellicacy  M>d  ModBi 
Operandi  of  Coppinr  CBmms  m  Pphonod  Woondi.    Mm  O,  PeUn^  ftmmnr 
ilioea.    Sij^tmn  C,  7)mUm$mit  Cue  of  Loatad  Hip  Joint.     BHiMw  B. 
WaUan^  Poorponl  Favor.    Bmirm  L.  JSUkm^  JoimAee.    JermmUk  F.  X 
JiPCndg,  Mltwnati.    Oeom  J»M»  DyMoteiy.    FROiBM  JL.    Fwrtom, 
Dywnlonr*    -^beofr  IfiyeiMftBgr,  Epidenile  of  Bads  eoon^.    fisloaiOTi  Tfan- 
9fe,  Hydfondiitif.     FflOiMi  M.  JMmuiod^  Myiien.    MIeim  O.  Pdtmer. 
HcmofilioUi.    Bhwk  P.  fibcpet*  Hooatttlf  Aeoti.    Aoftert  JUbrfoit,  Colia 
pfetonom.    CkarU9  Peanati^  GononttoMu    Mnamder  H,  Bomite,  Aeolo 
BlienmaHwn.    MOhBmkl  K  Chodmm,  yVmctiono  of  Hbm  Xiy,    JBBnvyC 
Pirialty  AmpotitikMi. 

JZftMlf  Jwoiid./— Anmiel  B.  lUeyyOpiomttiditoOflldndPkepontiaoo. 

Ihme8§ee. — Reuben  JL   Oenbrjft  FkactnrM.  Dlrioettloni,  imd  Gim  Bm( 
Woondi.    SoberiJ\r.atrangtEMti^^Umofiih9V9m6dGlmL 

yinkua^-Jawtee  H.  Gr^gant^  EttBoai  FoTor.    JVonat  A.  Or«|gory.  Stiie- 
tmet  of  tlM  Uiotlum.    Andrew  Sarthjf^  Empyonuu    Jn,  O.  Qr^,  _ 

Moeoof  Memlirane.    Benn/Mfere,  Fualysis*    FMkridt  H&mer, 

condition  of  Oio  Tonne  in  i>iMMe.  Sqvmiel  P.  J^yrd,  Hepetltie.  JmmeeT. 
Barelmt  Seccfaailne  Matter.  LUUehemt  O,  Wynn^  Smjminm  IVilbBataoL 
JiehnM.  TV.  ZHmto*, On  the  Struetoie,  Funetionf  and  Pieeeeoiof  tho  Nerfooi 
Sjttem.  Gfeofgfe  5lHMId!eIc{,Fractore8oftlieEztreniltiee.  FFillknii  CMIbu, 
Btania  a  Potu.  Ftederiek  W.  HarriBon^  Amenonfaoea.  Peffttm  JR.  Berkekw^ 
Injuries  of  tlie  Head.  George  W.  Tliuley,  Deranged  Menttmntioii.  Mmn 
T,  Baydt  Cynanclie  Tndiealla.  WiUiam  W.  Carrvu^m^  Hydrophobia. 
Riehard  B,  Alexander,  On  Juniperas  SaMna  and  Juniperas  l^rginiana.  JtaneeB. 
Maclin,  On  the  Resemblance  and  Means  of  distinguishing  Chronic  Hepatitis  and 
Tubercular  Consumption.  Robert  Braden,  Remittent  Fever.  21iomas  E. 
Spencer,  Gonorrhoea.  Joel  B.  Sturdivant,  Acute  Hepatitis.  Theopkibu 
Meade,  Mercurial  Salivation.  Hugfiart  Montgomery,  Wounds  of  the  Articu- 
lations. Augustus  G.  D.  Roy,  Hepatitis.  Thonuu  W,  Bass,  Icterus  or  Jaun- 
dice. William  T.  Maelin,  U$*e  of  Iodine  in  Bronchocele.  TJiomas  Parhatn, 
Cholera  Infantum.  WiUiam  Finnev,  Jr.,  On  the  Process  adopted  by  Nature, 
in  the  Restoration  of  Wounds,  and  other  Injuries  of  the  Human  System.  John 
Batte,  Intermittent  Fever.  Henry  Lee  Heiskell,  Extra  Uterine  Pregnancy. 
James  C.  Hazlewood,  Acute  Gastritis. 

J>rew-  York. —  William  J>r.  Duane,  Purulent  Ophthalmia.    Charles  O,  Fovd- 
ler.  Tubercular  Phthisis. 

PHILADELPHIA  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 

The  summer  course  of  Lectures  in  the  Institute  will  commence  on  the  second 
Monday  in  April,  and  terminate  during  the  last  week  in  October. 
Dr  N.  CHAPMAN,  on  tfie  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Dr  W.  E.  HORNER,  on  Anatomy. 
DrW.  P.  DE  WEES,  on  Midwifery. 
Dr  SAMUEL  JACKSON,  on  Materia  Medica. 

Dr  J.  BELL,  on  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  and  on  Medical  Jurisprudence 
Dr  J.  K.  MITCHELL,  on  Medical  Chemistry. 
Dr  H.  L.  HODGE,  on  the  Principles  of  Surgery. 
Dr  THOMAS  HARRIS,  on  Operative  Surgery. 
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AbseeM,  gtngrenous,  of  the  Lungs,  200 
AbiorptioD  of  Medicines,        251,  261 
and    transpiration    in 

Water,  .    880 

Experiments    on  the 
passage  of  substan- 
ces into  the  Urine,    287 
Gamberai  on,  .    194 

Abscess  of  the  Loins,  discharged 

by  the  Bronchie,        .  .    464 

Acetate  of  Lead  in  Colica  Picto- 

num,  •  .20 

Adams*  Cases  of  diseased  Heart,    114 
Adipocere,  Formation  of,  .    471 

Afiiisions  of  Cold  Water  in  In- 
flammations, .  .58 
Agents,  Physical,  Influence  of,  870 
Air,  Influence  of,  .  877 
Alloneau  on  Phlegmasia  Dolens,  440 
American  Journal  in  the  French 

Language,  .    244 

Amenorrbtsa,  Cure  of,    .  .211 

Ammon  on  a   singular  effect  of 

Caotharides,    .  .    449 

Amputation  of  Cervix  Uteri,     282,  470 

Amussat  on  the  Biliary  Ducts,        486 

on  High  Operation,       .    462 

on  Limontrity,  .    467 

Analytical  Reviews,  85, 847 

Anatomy,  194, 435 

Anatomy,  Compendium  of,         .    477 

Aneurism  by  Anastomosis,         .    229 

Glutseal,         .  .    469 

Ligature    beyond    the 

Tumour,  226, 227 

Carotid,  .    461 

Axillary,  465, 468 

Animal  Heat,  .    382,886 

Antimony  in  large  doses,  .    292 

Antimony-and-Potassa,    OxaUte 

of,        .  475 

Argtntum  Nitratum  in  Caries,        468 


Arrow  Root   distingubhed    from 

Wheat,  .475 

Arsenic  in  Headach,  .    268 

Artificial  Joints,  1,  428 

Artificial  Joint  cured  by  Excision,  468 
Arthaud,  Dr,  on  the  Spleen,  435 

Asphyxia,  872,884,887 

Axillary  Aneurism  cured,         465,  468 

Barium,  Deutoxide,  a  new  mode 

of  preparing,  .  ,    471 
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